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TTTI RD VICTORIAN GUIDERS' 
CO FERENCE. 

At the afternoon session, 222 Guiders at
tended, including a fail' number of country 
people, although this year t here were less in 
comparison. Dur ing the evening about 170 
Guiders were present. 

Lady Somers, State Commissioner, was in 
the Chair for the afternoon session. In open
ing the Conference, Lady Somers expressed 
pleasure in having t his opportunity of meeting 
so many Guiders. She hoped Guiders would 
take the chance of expressing themselves on 
any subject on which they felt strongly . The 
Executive Committee appreciated very much 
a ll t he wOl'k being done all through the State 
by Guiders, and would do all they could to en
courage t hem in this work. 

Discussions. 
l.-Lan yards. The usual arguments for and 

against the wearing of lanyards culminated 
in t he majority agreeing, by a show of hands, 
"that lanyards be dispensed with except when 
desired for use at Company Meetings." 

2. Chinstra ps. As t he rule about uniform no 
longer mentions chinstraps as part of a Guide's 
uniform, it was agreed that if any Company 
prefened to wear t hem, all its members should 
do alike in the matter. 

3. Gloves. It was thought that navy blue 
g loves might be worn by Guides during the 
winter. 

4. State Badge. It was agreed that the 
Guiders' State badge (enamel) was solely to 
be worn on t he turn-up of the hat, and never 
as a brooch el sewhere. 

5. Victorian Guiders' Uniform- One- piece. 
Some discussion took place as to whether the 
row of buttons Clown the front should be eli
minated, but it was finally decided to keep to 
t he present pattern with t he buttons. 

6. Camp Uni for ms. Lady Somers thought 
Guiders needed to be careful about camp uni
form both for themselves and for the Guides, 
as old faded uniforms could look rather unat
tractive and scanty to the outsider. 

7. Uniforms on credit. Lady Somers asked 
Guiders to consider the value of the training 
for the children by insisting that all items of 
uniform should be paid for by the Guide before 
they were handed to her. So much buying on 
the time-payment plan had a bad effect, and 
it was a pity for the Guides to get their uni
forms on the same plan. Headquarters could ill 
afford to wait for the payment of accounts, 
and it was beiter in every way if Guiders did 
not supply Guides with uniform unless it was 
previously paid for by them. Help could be 
given by the Company funds in needy cases. 

. Enrolments in Church. It was agreed that 
this case could apply only to closed Church 
Companies, and it was thought to be rather the 
exception. 

9. How to test and teach for "Good Carriage". 
It was agreed by several speakers that the 
training should begin practically as soon as the 
recruit entered the Company; that the Guidel' 
should watch her, and help her with hints to 
improve; and that the test would be really 
rather a periodical observation by the Captain. 
to mark improvement. The aptain should 
make notes to which she could refer when 
judging improvement. 

(Miss A. McArthur Campbell then gave an 
interesting and helpful talk on "Good Car
riage", details will be given more fully next 
monih). 

10. Written Test for Nature Work. It was 
suggested by one Guider that, as Guiders, we 
attack the subject of nature work wrongly; we 
help the Guides with the other sections of test 
work through games, talks, etc., but do not do 
the same for the nature work, with the result 
that the task of "doing" six life-histories be
comes a stumbling-block in the way of the 
achievement of the second class badge. Some 
competitions were suggested to make the work 
interesting and attractive. Some discussion 
took place as to whether town children have 
the facilities for studying birds, and whether 
domestic animals and birds were admissible. 
This was thought to be all right, but it was 
suggested that it would be better not to con
fine the nature work to domestic pets. 

The Guiders scattered at this stage of the 
Conference to inspect some examples of corner 
Ideas, made by Guides or Guiders-Log books, 
models, diagrams, charts, etc. 

11. Stradbroke Cup Competition. In connec
tion with the keeping of the Nature Diary, 
Miss Cameron said it was left to the Company 
to decide the method of keeping the diary so 
that it should be a representative effort. For 
the handcraft items, it was agreed that old 
material might be used if desired, so long as 
thi was mentioned in the record of expense to 
be attached to the entry. 

] 2. Need for contact between Pack and 
Company. It was explained that the way in 
which the two were kept in touch was a mat
ter for the discretion of the Captain and Brown 
Owl in the individual cases. It was not thought 
that a Brown Owl should attempt to keep in 
touch with her Brownies after they had gone 
into the Company. Miss Paling said it was real
ly mostly a case for the children in the Com
pany knowing that the Pack is there, and 
vice versa. 
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13. Co-operation between Guide and Ranger 
Company. It was agreed that Guide Captains 
could help by acquainting themselves with what 
the Rangers are doing, so that they could let 
the older Guides know that it was really worth 
while joining up with the Rangers. Misunder
standings arose generally through lack of this 
knowledge. 

The Conference then broke up into three 
groups for special discussions:

Ranger Group, 
Brownie Group. 
First Class Guide Test Group. 

Evening Session (Miss Bu h in the Chait·). 
14. Discussion arose on the subject of test

ing for Tracking and Stalking for 2nd Class 
Test. Opinions varied on the length of trail 
and number of tracking signs required for the 
test-12 being the minimum mentioned, and 57 
(in half a mile) the maximum! 

Several Guiders gave ideas as to what we 
are aiming at in the teaching of Stalking, and. 
according to the varying aims, the method of 
testing differed. 

15. Some discussion took place as to whe
ther the syllabus for the Ambulance Proficien
cy Badge was too long. It was agreed that it 
could not satisfactorily be shortened, and that 
very young Guides would not be entering foL' 
this test. 

Miss Hopkins then gave an interesting talk 
on STORY-TELLING, tracing its development 
through the ages, and indicating some of the 
ways in which it could be used in education 
and training for the benefit of the children. 
Miss Hopkins recommended the following 
books on the subject: 

"More Nature Stories," by II. vVaddingham 
Seers; 

"Stories Children Need," by Carolin Sher
wood Bailey; 

"Reading and Thinking," Volume 6, edited by 
Richard Wilson, Nelson pub!. 

16. The syllabus for the ATHLETE Profici
ency Badge was discussed, but it was agreed 
that it was improved now that the time for the 
running was increased to 15 seconds instead of 
14 seconds. 

17. Miss Bush drew the attention of Guiders 
w the recommendation in the R.P.&O. Supple
ment (1930-Victoria) re the danger of roll
ing back the eyelid when treating Grit in the 
Eye, and to the fact that the Treatment of 
Burns and Scalds was now part of the Second 
Class Guide Test in Victoria. 

18. There was a short discussion on what 
one should do first in case of being present at 
an accident. 

As the time had by this expired, Guiders 
were asked to consult individuals about other 
item: on the Agenda, and the Conference 
closed. 

RANGERS-SERVICE. 
How Melbourne Rangers Can Help the Lont:' 

Branch. 
This is an appeal to Ranger captains in the 

Metropolitan area who may have girls in theil' 
companies who woi.lld like to help the Guide 
Movement in some' way, but who have not time 
to be actual Guiders. 

The present system of running most of the 
Lone Ranger Companies is by having for Pa
trol Leaders girls who are already Rangers in 
other companies; these girls take charge of 
four or five Lone Rangers, sometimes these 
Lones are scattered, and sometimes they are 
together in one township-the patrols are run 
by correspondence-the patrol letter being sent 
once each mont.h. The Leader aims at helping 
the girls with their test work, interesting them 
in the other members of the patrol, and encour
aging them to correspond with one another, 
and generally befriending them by giving them 
all the odds and ends of news of the exciting 
things that happen in their own companies. In 
addition, each Lone Ranger is sent the Com
pany Budget of news each month, which con
tains results of tests, service stars, etc., and 
competitions and some test work-at present 
we are doing "constellations." 

As these Lones, in many cases, have not 
many friends among people of their own age, 
it is the personal touch that counts most, and 
it is necessary to keep the actual patrols small. 
Therefore I would ask guiders who can recom
mend Rangers able and willing to run a patrol 
please to do so, as our waiting list is. distress
ingly long, and we would be deeply grateful 
for their help. 

If there are Rangers who would like to know 
more about Lones (either from a point of in
terest or with the idea of helping) I will be 
glad to answer any questions or to go and chat 
with them. My address is 39 Winter Street, 
Malvern, S.E.4, phone U3906. 

ELAINE E. MORAN, 
Head of Lones. 

1m EWAL OF "BIENNIAL" PROFICIENCY 
BADGES. 

A number of the Proficiency Badges are 
marked "biennial," which means, of course, 
that tht:'y have to be renewed every two years. 

The responsibility of seeing that these 
badges are renewed when they expire must 
rest with the Captains, as no District Secre
tary could keep trace of the badge owners and 
their varying dates . 

The idea of these badges needing to be l'e
newed every two years is obviously that the 
candidate will keep up to date and remain effi
cient in the badge which tells the observer that 
she can "do things." So the badge-owner should 
be re-tested-either by the original examiner 
or by another appointed in the meantime; and 
if the test is satisfactorily passed, the Original 
certificate should be endorsed accordingly by 
the Examiner, with the date and signature, and 
the word "re-tested" or something similar. A 
new certificate should not be issued, as there 
should only be one certificate for each badge 
gained, and this would obviously not be a new 
issue, but apply to the one badge. 

In view of the meaning underlying the whole 
system of proficiency badges, the re-testing 
for these badges is impol-tant, ancl should not 
be considered merely a matter of form. 

F. V. BARFUS, Secretary to 
the Head of Tests and Badges 
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COMPETITIONS. 
Competitions in a Lone Company take the 

place of games in an Active Company. There 
are games which are played to teach or revise 
Test Work; to create an interest in Woodcraft, 
etc.; others for physical development; and 
there are games which have no special aim be
yond that of recreation. 

In a Lone Company, these aims should be 
kept in mind when choosing the Competitions. 

The following are some competitions which 
have been used in a Lone Company-and which 
the Guides have found interesting. 
Health Rules. 

Guides collect picture advertisements relating 
to the different rules of Health (Food, Oval
tine, etc.), and paste them on to brown paper. 
Points' are given for Health Rules remem
bered; suitability, and arrangement of pictures. 
Guide Law. 

A certain Law is chosen, and Guides make 
drawings in pencil, ink or color to illustrate it. 
Points are given for clear understanding of 
the Law rather than ability to draw. Patrol 
with the best set of drawings wins the com
petition. 
Flags of the Nation. 

A page of Flags (in color) is sent to the 
Guides, and they write down the name of the 
country to which each flag belongs. 
Tails without Heads. Whose are They? 

A page of animals' tails is sent to the 
Guides, and they guess the name of the ani
mal to which each tail belongs. 
Names. 

A word such as "COMPANY" is written in 
block letters across the top of a sheet of 
paper. Down the left hand side words such as 
Town, Bird, Poet, Plant, etc., are written. The 
idea is that the Guides have to think of not 
more than three answers in each section, i.e., 
three countries beginning with C, three with 0, 
and so on. Points are given for answers that no 
other Patrol has. Patrol with the greatest 
number of points wins the competition. 
Bird Competition. 

The Guides are supplied with a "bird pat
tern," i.e., a pattern that is shaped in the out
line of a bird, but with no particular charac
teristics. The position of wing, eye, legs, is in
dicated by simple lines. Each Guide traces the 
pattern on to a piece of paper, and decides 
what bird she is going to create from the out
line. It need not necessarily be a bird that is 
exactly the same size as the pattern-a Guide 
may choose a parrot, which when drawn to the 
pattern may be smaller than life size. 

The idea is that the bird chosen should be 
like the pattern in proportion, and all the char
acteristics should be added- different shaperl 
tails, bills, etc. When the bird is drawn, it 
should be colored, and the name added (some-

times very necessary) also a note to say whe
ther the drawing is smaller or larger than life
size, and a brief description of the bird's habits 
should be given. . 

The Patrol that sends in the best set ,of birds 
wins the Competition. 

R.F.M. 

SPORTSWOMAN BADGE. 
(Books of Reference, "Scouting Games," Sir 
Robert Baden Powell, 2/-, obtainable at Head
quarters. Rules for various games, as filed). 

The test should be divided into two sections, 
to be taken on different days, and, if consid
ered desirable, by different examiner. 

1. The two-team games from the list. 
(Note: Quoit tennis, variously known as Cir

clos and CycJit, has been added to the list.) 
2. Stalking Games and Tracking. 

(The observation game may be played with 
either section.) 

1. The two games must be actually played 
for the test, but may be taken on separate 
days, and some time before or after the part 
2" if it is convenient to fit in with seasons, 
teams, matches, etc. 

Keenness, fairness, unselfishness and team 
wOl'k are important above everything. Guides 
should show a good general standard of play, 
and a knowledge of the rules from the play
ers' point of view. 

It is good to encourage games that need lit
tle or no apparatus, such as "Captain Ball"
see "Girl Guides' Book of Games" (Behrens), 
and games that can be played in the hall, such 
as Badminton and Circlos. For directions for 
making a serviceable net, see below. Books of 
Rules may be obtained from any sPQrts store. 

2. Tracking and Stalking should be taken by 
an experienced Guider or Scoutmaster. 

The candidates could accompany the exami
ner on a field day with her own Company, or 
the examiner could go out with the company 
to which the candidates belong, and organise 
the scouting and stalking games for them. 
Other ways of taking the test may be ar
ranged, but it is important to make sure that 
enough guides will be present to make the 
games a success. 

The track should be laid with the idea of 
showing the way to a friend, but concealing 
it from an enemy. There should be no attempt 
to throw the follower off the trail. Signs will 
be clear to those who know where to look, and 
who have practised using their eyes. 

Signs are laid on the right hand side of the 
track through bush or open country. If it is 
necessary to pass along the roads, leave a note 
to inform those following that signs will be on 
the left along the road only. 

Flag Raiding. Alternative way of "captur
ing" useful for more open country. Give each 
guide a card on which two numbers are writ
ten, 11 inches big, in thick blue pencil. One side 
may have even numbers, the other odd. The 
card must be worn in the hat so that numbers 
are in full sight, but may be upside down or 
sideways. If an enemy calls the number of a 
Guide, that Guide is dead. 

Stalking. Guides should be encouraged io 
(Continued on Page 8.) 
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WOODCRAFT IN THE CLUB-ROOM. 
Patrol Corners. 

Corners can be made quite useful in connec
tion with Nature work. The average collection 
of pictures, sketches and newspaper cuttings 
that adorn most corners are apt to become very 
boring after they have been in use for some 
time, especially when they have to be put up 
and taken down each company meeting. A lit
tle while ago my leaders had decided they 
wanted to abolish patrol corners, when the sug
gestion was put forward that corners should be 
once a fortnight on some special subject. 

First, I suggested a twig corner, and the pa
trols competed with one another to see which 
could produce the best display. The result was 
a fine array of different winter twigs, some 
being very neatly mounted on cardboard, thus 
showing clearly how much the winter twigs of 
one tree differed fI:.om those of another. As the 
Guides collected the specimens themselves, 
they probably remembered more about them 
than if they had only listened to a talk on the 
subject. 

At the close of the meeting a Guide asked: 
"Could we have a shell corner next time?" 
and it was gratifying that the request carne so 
spontaneously. 

The shell idea was taken up with enthusiasm 
by everyone, and when the time carne for pa
trol inspection, the corners looked like minia
ture beaches. Those Guides who lived near the 
sea had brought sand, which was spread on the 
tables, and on this a splendid collection of 
shells was laid. One patrol went as far as to 
provide a rock-pool with seaweeds; the artist 
of another patrol painted a sea background for 
their model beach; while the second of a third 
patrol proudly carried to the meeting a large 
glass jar full of water, in which swam a dimi
nutive fish! Various items of shore life were 
included among the shells, one child even 
bringing the jaw of a shark her uncle had 
killed. 

Water and sand were everywhere, but noth
ing could damp the keenness of the Guides, 
who, on being asked the names and other ques
tions concerning their exhibits, were only too 
eager to tell me about everything. It is sur
prising how much children know about these 
things, if they can only be encouraged to talk 
about them. 

A recent visit to the Zoo has resulted in the 
request for a feather corner, because of the 
number of feathers the Guides picked up. Great 
was their delight when they were allowed to 
take away a peacock's feather, each one hold
ing it in turn on the way horne. Flowers, 
leaves, seeds, etc., will make interesting sub
jects for corners. 

[Speaking of the Zoo, the attitude of some 
of the Guides to the caged inmates rather in
terested me. They expressed sympathy for 

the larger animals, especially the lions and 
tigers. I wonder if other Guiders have noticed 
this; it seems rather a healthy outlook.] 
Signs of Spring. 

Here is another idea for helping to train 
Guides to observe between company meetings. 
It can be used for any of the seasons. Spring 
is now corning on, so let us prepare our Guides 
for it, and not allow them to miss all its won
ders. Make a list of things that will appear 
in the new season, such as the elm flower, 
plane tree flower, the oak leaf, the green cat
kin on the poplar, the swallow's nest, the black
bird's song, the painted lady butterfly, and ever 
so many others. 

Give each patrol a list to hang in its corner, 
and allow a point to the Guide who brings the 
first of any of them; or in the case of a bird 
or butterfly, the first record. Initial the items 
as they are found by the different children; 
then they will be keen to be the first to notice 
a certain flower or leaf, and will be always on 
the look-out. The list should contain only sim
ple observations that can be made in any dis
trict. There are always trees in parks fOl' those 
who have no gardens of their own. Blackbirds 
will sing from chimney tops, and swallows nest 
under shop verandahs. 

These suggestions are intended to keep 
Guides interested in woodcraft during company 
meetings. They are not meant to take the place 
of hiking in the open. I have often been asked 
by Guiders whether woodcraft can be taught 
without hiking. Interest may be roused in the 
club-room by games and competitions, but the 
children must be allowed to come face to face 
with nature out of doors, before they can l'ea
lise the beauty of the gl'eat open-air world 
around them. J.H. 

REGISTRATIO S. 
Ranger Company Registration_ 

1st Casterton. 
Company Registration. 

1st Dartmool'. 
Pack Registration. 

1st Colac Pack. 
1st Yarraville Pack. 

SECOND-HAND UNIFORMS. 
It has been suggested that it would be a 

help if "Matilda" published a list of Packs and 
Companies who have spare uniforms which 
they would either sell cheaply or give away to 
poorer districts. and also that this list could 
include the names of Guiders who would be 
glad to know where they could get cheap uni
forms for their Brownies and Guides. 

Will Guiders take advantage of this facility? 
Guiders who would like a coat-and-skirt 

uniform. but feel the price of a made-to-order 
one is rather beyond their means, should en
quire from Miss Barius, who sometimes has 
second-hand uniforms of Guiders who have 
had to give up. These uniforms may be tried 
on at Headquarters on application to Miss Bar
fus. 



MATiLDA. 
----~~~~==~----~------~~ 

~==~~~ _________ A_u~g~u_s~t,~19_3 __ 0. 

OUR BROWNIE PAGE. 

Anything may happen, 
And let each one of us-SEE THAT IT DOES. 

JILL'S DAY IN THE COUNTRY. 
Jill lived in a large City. Her home was a 

poor one, but she was a very happy little girl. 
On her seventh birthday, she was invited, 

with several other children from her school, to 
spend a day in the country. 

Jill got up very early that morning, and vis
ited her little friend Peter, who was a cripple. 
"Goodbye, Peter," she said, "I will bring you 
such a lot of flowers when I come back." 

Jill enjoyed every moment of the train jour
ney, she was very excited! The children sang 
songs until they were tired of singing, and then 
they looked out of the carriage windows at the 
beautiful places they were passing through. 

When they arrived at the station they found 
that they had another journey by bus, a drive 
of three miles along country roads, until they 
reached a large house with a most wonderful 
garden. The children were allowed to wandel' 
at will in the garden and fields beyond. They 
played games, picked flowers, and did whatever 
they wished. 

Jill had never seen anything so beautiful in 
her life. It was a glorious day, and to wander 
into the green fields and pick as many flowers 
as one wanted, what more could anyone wish 
for, thought she! She could not tear herself 
away from them, even to join in the games and 
races that were taking place, so she wandered 
round the garden until she heard the sound of 
music. and she then watched the Folk Dances 
which were being held on the lawn in front of 
the house. When the dancing was over there 
was a Punch and Judy Show. This was a great 
attraction. 

Then tea-time arrived. Little tables with 
snow-white cloths were placed at one end of 
the lawn, and such lovely scones and cakes 
were provided that just to look at them made 
the children feel hungry. By the side of each 
plate was a tiny toy animal. Jill got a little 
china rabbit, which she thought Peter would 
like to have. 

After tea the children were told that they 
could do just what they liked for an hour, and 
then it would be time for them to go home. 
So they played more games, picked a great 
many wildflowers, and were very happy. 

Now Jill had been thinking to herself. What 
a lovely place to live in always. It must be nice 
to stay here with the flowers, and to live in 
a beautiful house. The more she thought about 
it, the more she wanted to stay. It was the 
garden which attracted her most of all. The 
wonderful green lawns and all the beautiful 
flowers that were there. She listened to the 
birds singing in the trees, and wondered if 
she would be lucky enough to find a nest. While 
she was looking around she noticed that one 
tree had steps leading up to its branches, and 
she climbed up the steps into a little house 
built in the tree. Here she had a fine view of 
the garden, and as she looked upon all its 

beauty. a sudden VISIon of the little narrow 
street where she lived came before her. In com
parison with the beautiful garden it seemed 
smaller and more drab than ever. 

Jill looked again at the flowers, listened once 
more to the song of the birds, and then 
sobbed: "I don't want to go back, I want to 
stay here always." Supposing she stayed in the 
tree! No one would find her for a long time, 
and she did not think she would be missed. 
What would bappen afterwards Jill had no 
idea. She only felt that she could not leave 
this beautiful place. 

So she sat in the tree house, and because she 
had had a long journey that morning and the 
day had been rather warm, Jill began to feel 
tired, and in a little while went to sleep. As 
she slept she had a vety vivid dream. She was 
saying to herself: '111 will not go back to the 
city. I must stay here where the birds and 
flowers live." Just then a little bird sang a 
sweet song. Jill listened-surely he was sing
ing to her-and these were the words she 
heard:-

"Jill must go back home again, 
All her pleadings are in vain." 

Jill answered, "Little bird, I want to stay 
here with you." The little bird said, "Jill must 
go back to the city, for that is her home, but 
she need not forget the song of the birds. There 
are birds in the city as well as in the country, 
and they sing their songs, too. Jill also will 
sing songs of joy for the memory of this 
happy day." 

The little bird then flew to another tree and 
sang a still more beautiful song. 

Jill then gazed at the flowers in the garden, 
and those she had in her arms-"How can I 
leave this garden and these lovely flowers," 
she said. The flowers she held answered: "Jill, 
we will go with you and give pleasure to some
one who cannot spend a day in the country as 
you have done. We want to go home with you. 
Do not keep all the happiness to yourself. We 
will help you to pass it on." 

Jill murmured sorrowfully: "I suppose I 
must go-but everything will seem so dull. 
How can I go back and feel just as happy as 
before, after having seen all these beautiful 
things." 

Just then a little sunbeam darted across her 
way and said: "Do not look so sad, Jill. Listen 
to me-Just because you have seen such beau
tiful flowers and birds, and have had such a 
wonderful time in the country, you can go back 
to your home happier than ever. You will have 
a picture in your memory which no one can 
take from you. You will tell others of the beau
tiful things you have seen, and they in fancy 
will travel with you in the country and enjoy 
the beauty of it alL" 

The Sunbeam went away, the birds nestled in 
the trees, and some of the flowers were clos
ing, for it was evening. 

Jill's dream was not quite ended. She saw 
her mother, looking so tired, and heard her 
say: "I'll be glad to see Jill back again," and 
then a little voice-it was Peter's-said "Jill, 
I want you." 

Jill jumped up suddenly; she was wide awake 
(Continued on Page 7.) 
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EXTENSION ECHOES. 

POST GUIDE THRILLS. 

The Post Guides have been having a very 
busy time lately, two more recruits were en
l'olled on the afternoon of Sunday, 20th July. 
They were Kathleen Morton and Amy Ward. 

Amy was enrolled at Miss Caml?bell's flat; 
and such fun we had. There was qUIte a crowd 
-Miss Campbell, Head of the Extension 
Branch' Miss MacDonald and Miss Morrison. 
CaptaiY{ and Lieutenant of the Post Guide Com
pany' Miss D. Irving, Nettie Center, Amy's 
P.L., 'Amy and her sister Lottie, and two F.P.s 
(F.P.s have a nicer name now, but you mustn't 
know it yet). The Captain of the 4th Prahran 
(Blind Guides) came after the enrolment. 

We played games first-such exciting ones. 
It was hard to say "Mee-ow" three times with
out even smiling, especially when the person 
stroking you and all the others in the circle 
were trying so hard to make you. It was almost 
equally trying to think of the name of a fish 
that hadn't been said before, by the time the 
one who was "he" could count ten. Or perhaps 
you'd be asked for the name of a flower or fruit 
and you'd be so busy thinking up names of fish 
or birds that you could only gape when the 
questioner insisted on the name of an animal. 
Next came the enrolment, followed by a rounel 
of hand shaking because we were all so glad 
that Amy was a sister Guide. Miss Campbell 
then told us a story about the Thistle. Amy and 
Nettie are in the Thistle Patrol. 

The same afternoon Miss Campbell and Miss 
MacDonald rushed off to Box Hill, where Miss 
MacDonald enrolled Kathleen. Kathleen's P.L. 
(Lycia) and Miss Ferguson the P.L.s and Se
conds of 2nd Kew Co., who have "adopted" 
Kathleen, were all there, and Kathleen, too, is 
now the proud possessor of a Guide badge. 

F.S. 

VICTORIAN SUPPLEMENT TO R.P.&O. ]930. 

ADDITIONS. 

North-Eastern Suburbs Division: 

Fitzroy and Collingwood District: 
1st North Fitzroy Rangers-Mrs. Hall, 93 

Newry Street, North Fitzroy. 

South-Eastern Suburbs Division. 
Hampton and Sandringham District: 
District Commissioner: 

Ml·S. Alex. Russell, Fernhill Road, Sandl'ing
ham. 

South-Western Suburbs Division. 
South and Port Melbourne District: 
District Commissioner:-

Miss P. Clarke, Domain Rd., S. Yal'l'a, S.E.1. 
Foot cray and Yarraville District: 
District Commissioner (on leave): 

Mrs. Knight, Footscray. 

Eastern Suburbs Division. 
Croydon District: 
District Commissioner: 

Mrs. Ian Cameron, Croydon. 
1st Croydon Co.-Miss L. Clayton. 

Mitcham-
1st Mitcham Guide Co.-Mrs. Haddy, 21 Priel

ham Street, East Prahl'an, S.E.1. 
Vermont. 

1st Vermont Co.-Miss Helen Mackie (AcL), 
Hall Parade, Vermont. 

Doncaster. 
1st Doncester East Co.-Miss Raisbeck, 

State School, Doncaster East. 

COUNTRY. 
Gil)psland Division. 

Lakes Entrance. 
1st Lakes Entrance Co.-Miss E. Harbeck, 

Lakes Entrance. 
North-Central Division. 

Di ·trict Commissioner-
Mrs. Enington, Daylesfol'd. 
1st Daylesford Co.-Miss N. Shellard, Dayl

esford. 
1st Daylesford Pack.-Miss N. SheilaI'd, 

Daylesford. 

Western Division. 
1st Digby Co.-Miss P. Shaw, Rifle Downs, 

Digby. 

JILL'S DA Y IN THE COUNTRY (continued). 
now. One last look at the garden, and then she 
said: "Good-bye, you beautiful things, I am 
going home." 

Voices were heard calling: "Jill, Jill, where 
are you," and she ran to her playmates, who 
were preparing to leave. Everyone was very 
tired, but they had had such fun. 

On the way home Jill thought of her dream, 
and determined that she would keep the sun
shine in her heart and the memory of the gar
den and the song of the birds, she would never 
forget. 

What a welcome she received on her return. 
Her mother and all her friends were eagerly 
waiting to hear of her adventures. 

Jill had much to tell of all that she had seen, 
but the one who enjoyed listening most of all 
was Peter, and day after day he never tired of 
hearing about Jill's visit to the country, 
and because of the joy it gave to Peter, 
Jill wa'S happier than she had ever been. 

M.G.L. 
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TRAINING. 
If the number of applications wal'l'ant it, a 

Training Week·End for Ranger Guiders will 
be held from Friday, 29th August, to Monday. 
1st September, inclusive, at IVANHOE GRAM
MAR SCHOOL, Ivanhoe, through the courtesy 
of the Headmaster, Rev. Sydney Buckley. 

Guiders will arrive on the Friday afternoon 
and leave on Monday afternoon. The fe~,-:w..ill 
be 15 / -, and railway concessions will ~<~if: 
able. The Commandant will be ~s S'heila 
Cameron, Head of Rangers. • . 

The next Course of Brownie Training will 
begin on Tuesday, 16th September. Guider in 
Charge: Miss ancy Thewlis. 
Training Weeks. 

It i~ proposed to hold a' Training Week for 
General Guide Training from 30th December to 
7th January, to be followed by a combined 
Training Week for Brownie Guiders and for 
First Class Guide Work, from 8th to 16th Jan-
uary. 

MERLE BUSH, Head of Training. 

WARRANTS. 
District Commissioner. 

Hampton and Sandringham-Mrs. Alec. 
Russell. 

Ranger Captains. 
1st Colac-Mrs. Munro. 
3rd Kew-Mrs. Brodribb. 
1st Portland-Miss F. Henry. 

Ranger Lieutenants. 
1st Colac-Miss E. Baillie. 

Captains. 
1st Bennison-Miss I. L. York. 
1st Clunes-Miss D. Luke. 
14th Geelon'g-Miss P. Stringer. 
1st Moreland-Miss R. Bowen. 
;;rd North Melbourne- Miss W. Taylor. 
1st Terang-Miss M. Bradshaw. 
1st Winchelsea-Miss A. McDonald, 

Lieutenants. 
5th Malvern-Miss B. Greer. 
1st Portland-Miss M. Dimond. 
4th South Yarra-Miss F. Thompson. 

Brown Owl. 
1st Geelong Pack-Miss M. Freeman. 
1st Skipton Pack-MISS A. Budge. 

District Secretary. 
South Camberwell-Miss F. Salmon. 

CAMPING. 
C'ampcraft Week. 

The 10th Victorian Campcraft Week will be 
held in January, 1931-probably beginning 
about 19th January. 
Indool' Camp Test Certificate, 

The 2nd Course of Lectures for the Indoor 
Camp Test Certificate will be held at Head
quarters on Tuesday evenings, beginning on 
19th August. The Clas ';;es will be held at 7.45 
p.m. 

Any Guiders may attend the Course, but only 
those eligible under the following conditions 
may sit for the Test. 

A Guider-
(a) must be a Wal'l'anted Captain; 
(b) must be recommended by her Commis

sioner, who will do so after consulta
tion with the Head of Camping; 

(c) must have attended a Victorian Train
ing We k or Training Camp; 

(d) must have attended a complete Train
ing Course in Indoor Camps by the 
Head of Camping or Guider appointed 
by her. 

Combined Ranger Camps. 
It is proposed to hold two Combined Ranger 

Camps during the Summer-from 26th Decem
ber to 2nd January, and from 3rd to 12th Janu
ary-at Lower 'Macedon. Further details will 
be published in the press and in next issue of 
"Matilda." 

E. H. Purnell, Head of Camping. 

SPORTSWOMA BADGE (continued). 
practise stalking birds and animals; birds can 
be stalked in any garden, though this is not 
part of the actual test. 

Rules for Stalking (from "The Guider").
"See without being seen; hear without being 
heard. Approach object stalked against the 
wind. Move noiselessly, disturbing the life 
about you as little as possible. Beware especi
ally of dry twigs underfoot. Move slowly; be 
ready to adopt any position. A void hurried 
movements and pointing. Avoid also meeting 
the eyes of the creature stalked." 

Try to camouflage yourself, so as to tone 
with surrounding. (Nothing is better than a 
green cloak, covering all the person, including 
the hands, with a green veil over the face, for 
green surroundings). Remove any bright or 
distinctive article of attire-such as whit(, 
handkerchiefs. Keep the face well shaded, and 
bewa1'e of movements of uncovered hands. 

Be ever ready to "freeze" at the least flicker 
of movement seen, the least sound heard. 

Avoid tip-toeing, but put the whole foot 
down carefully. If the toe goes down first, then 
the heel, this doubles the chance of noise. 

The examiner should choose, organise and 
umpire the stalking games. She should enquire 
which ones are known to the candidates and, 
at her discretion, use some known and some 
unknown. 

Ob eryation Game should be varied and, if 
possible, of a type new to the Guides. 

Directions for making a net.-Procure a 
piece of rope rather loosely twisted, long 
enough to reach across the court, and allow 
enough at each end to be fastened to wall 01' 
supports. Clothes line rope answers very well. 

Procure a ball of medium string and cut off 
lengths five times the required width of net. 
Double these lengths of string, and pass the 
doubled ends through the strands of the rope, 
g inches apart, along the length of the rope 
that will actually cross the court, pulling the 
doubled lengths of the strings through the 
loops as each one is put in place. Now the 
strings are han'ging in pairs, A 1 and 2, B 1 
and 2, C 1 and 2, and so on; tie together, n 
inches from rope, A2 and Bl, B2 and Cl, C2 
and Dl, and so on along the rope. For the next 
row of mesh tie together Al and A2, Bl and 
B2, etc., and so on with alternate l'OWS until 
the net is finished. Make a knot in each loose 
end, 
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GUIDE HIKES AT HE.J.THMONT. 
We are sorry to hear that Guide Companies 

visiting Mrs. Walker's estate at Heathmont do 
not always remember to let her know before
hand that they would like permission to come. 
There have also been cases where parties of 
Guides have been there without a Guider in 
chal·ge. 

Guiders are asked to help to keep up the 
Guides' reputation for courtesy by making 
sure that previous permission is always ob
tained before using any private property for 
hiking, and also to remember that, even ;f 
special permission has been granted by Com
missioners for a Patrol of Guides to hike with
out a G"uider, the above permission should still 
be obtained from the owner of the land. 

Hike Cooking. 
With ·the warmer days many Companies will 

be thinking of Hikes, and it has been suggest
ed that Guiders should send in, for publica
tion in the next issue of MATILDA, menus 
for hike-meals easily cooked-out-of-doors. 

E. H. PURNELL, Head of Camping. 

PATROL LEADERS' CONFERENCE. 

On Saturday, August 30th, the leaders of the 
Eastern Division Guide companies met at the 
Presbyterian Hall, Kew, for their annual Con
ference. 

DL Florence Cooper, Mrs. Tate and Miss 
UrC]uhart, were present, and about forty Pat-
1·01 Leaders. Questions concerning our patrols 
and companies were discussed, and we fo und 
it a great help to be able to find out each 
other's ideas and get suggestions. Before tea 
we were giv~n some beneficial exercises hy 
Miss Jervis, and tea was followed by some 
exciting games. Later on Miss Hooks came to 
teach us some songs which we hope to be 
able to pass on to OUI· companies. 

"Taps" concluded a very pleasant evening. 
N.B., 2nd Canterbury. 

HEADQU A RTERS NOTICES. 

Chiefs' Visit. 
The Combined Rally of Guides and Scouts 

will be held on Saturday, 11th ApI·il, 1931. 
ALL Guides attending tbe rally will take 

part in the Australian Pageant. 
It has not been possible to arrange for all 

Districts to be represented in the League of 
Nations Pageant. We are co-operating witb 
the Scouts for this, and it was found that in 
some distr icts the Scouts and Guides were not 
evenly balanced, so this explains why many 
Guide Districts are not taking part. 

Brownies will be taking part in a special 
item. 

Several Committees have been appointed to 
deal with Rally arrangements, and these in
clude Billeting, Transport, Pageants, etc. En
C]uiries about the League of Nations Pagea!1t 
should be sent to Miss Sheila Cameron, 65 Pak
ington Street, Kew, E.4; and enquiries about 
the Australian Pageant to Mrs. Evan Pearse, 
Hopetoun Road, Toor-ak, S.E.2. 
The Guide. 

Many subscribers to THE GUIDE have still 
not called for their copies. We should be very 
glad if they would do so as soon as possible. 
Finance. _ 

As our financial year ends on .30th Septem
ber, our Honorary Treasurer would like all 
accounts to be paid by that date. 

EDITH H. PURNELL, 
Hon. tate Secretary. 

GOOD CAHRJAGE. 

(Notes of a Talk by Miss N. McArthur 
Campbell). 

An outsider coming to test is not necessary. 
There are not very many Guides whose cal·
riage needs special correction. 

A Guider should look at the Recruit after 
her Enrolment, and get her to stand in front of 
her in her usual standing position, the Guider 
making notes meanwhile. When the Guide is 
doing her Second-Class Test, these first notes 
should be checked in the same way, to find out 
any improvement. 

It is not advisable to be always telling the 
Guide "not to stoop"-nagging often makes 
them self-conscious, and, thcl";)fore, worse. 

For attaining Good Carriage, it should be 
understood that the "good carriage" must be 
a permanent state-not just rememuered at 
Roll Call Drill- head up, back !;Lraight- and 
all the time, not just at special times, when 
s he thinks about it. Good Carriage mean!; 
habitual position. 

Shapes differ, but the Guider needs to know 
what the correct erect standing position is, so 
that she can try to correct her Guides at Roll 
Call every meeting. Each time a girl takes up 
a proper position, it helps her to acquire a 
habitual good position. 
Correct Standing Position. 

1. Stretch up the crown of the head. 
2. Body falls slightly forward at ankles, so 



that line of weight comes over balls of the 
feet, lIoi heels. Rest of body straight. Chest 
free, lungs should have plenty of room to move. 

3. Chin should be drawn in. 
4. Eyes straight forward. 
5. Shoulders-a difficulty. Don't tell 'girls to 

pull shoulders back. Tell them to stretch up top 
of head and keel) shoulders down and bacJ,. 
Arms straight by sides-neither forward nor 
back, palms slightly hollow against hip. 

6. Legs should be straight, and knees a 
little back, if anything- both heels on the 
ame line. 

7. Feet turned out-about 45 degrees be
tween feet; if a girl is knock-kneed, she can
not get her heels together, so do not insist. 

For a great many children, this correct 
position is a great strain, as their carriage is 
bad (so don't make them do it for too long at 
a time), but every time the children take up a 
good and conect stand, you are helping the 
muscles to get used to it, and it becomes easier. 
If not corrected, they become set in the bad 
position. 

Good position should become automatic-·a 
habit-and should not need continual thought. 

Look proud! Stretch up! 

Faulls that will need checking-
1. Cramped chest and round back. 
2. Poking head, with chin forward. 
3. Hollow back-common, but not so not

iceable (often caused by high heels). 
(To correct the above faults, stretch up 
with top of head, and keep abdomen 
flat, with body weight falling forward 
at ankles). 

4. Bent knees. 
5. Standing with weight on one leg. 
G. Shoulders drawn up as well as back. 

Sitting I)osition. 
Beauty is the guide. 
A good corrective position for hollow back is 

sitting on floor with legs crossed. This also 
corrects flat-foot. 

When sitting on chairs, keep feet together. 
No harm in crossing feet or knees if not al
ways crossed the same way. 
Walking. 

Body should not lean back- rather a bit for
ward from hip-joints. Back straight-arms 
swinging freely from shoulders, not from el
bows-straight forward and back. Feet point· 
ing straight fcrward-not turned out. Walk 
should be light and elastic, and bring Guide 
well over the ground, the heel touching ground 
a fraction before toe. Shoulders must not 
swing. 
Hunning. 

Similar to walk, except that both feet are 
off the ground at the same time-feet may be 
turned out a bit in running. 

Practise running on toes to get lightness and 
spring, but if running for help, or a long dis
tance, use heels and toes-less fatiguing and 
quicker. 

The main faults in walking and running are: 
1. Too heavy; 
2. Body too straight; 
3. Round back and head forward; 
4. Mouth open. 

8 ----
LET'S TALK ABOUT CUPBOARDS! 

Cupboards are such thrilling things, because 
they offer so many possibilities as to what 
may be in them that, as soon as one hears the 
word "cupboard" or sees one-especially if it 
is a Guide cupboard-one feels all excited, and 
wonders what may be in this one! 

A Company cupboard can be a positive trea
sure house. On the other hand, one sometimes 
finds games all mixed up with the Company 
record books, and uniforms and the basket-ball 
jostling the Library out of its corner; of 
course, it's only by mistake that the Company 
cupboard gets like that-perhaps the Poppy 
Patrol thought it was the Robin's turn to tidy 
it! 

All Captains realise what a help their cup
board is to them, and how much more difficult 
it would be to keep tidy records of their twenty 
or thirty Guides, if they had no place to keep 
account books, forms, transfers, etc. How 
would you like to try to keep the records of 
about 7000 Guides, scattered all over Victoria, 
when there was simply no place where all the 
odd papers could be put away? Yet that is how 
things are at our own Headquarters. Therc 
are so many papers which should be kept and 
which have now accumulated to such an extent 
that, unless something is done, we will shortly 
sec the staff peering at visitors over stacks of 
papers piled roof high. 

An appeal has already been made for any 
spal'e cupboards that people have no further 
use for but, as one can seldom have too many 
cupboal'ds, there has been no response. In view 
of the necessity for having some place in the 
office where papers and goods in stock can be 
protected from the dust, it has been thought 
that perhaps Companies might like to contri
bute the whole, or even half, of their subscrip
tions for one night. Weare sure that every 
Company will be willing to do this, and there 
will then be enough money to have a splendid 
cupboard built. 

If contributions are sent to The Editor, c / o. 
Girl Guide Headquarters, GO Mal'ket Street, 
Melbourne, if possible by 1st October, we will 
be able to make this a big surprise for the 
Headquarte~'s staff because, of course, they are 
so busy trymg to find somewhere to put their 
papers and saving their pet documents from 
falling in~o the waste paper basket, that they 
have no tllue to read "Matilda;" so they won't 
know that they ARE getting the cupboard they 
have been longing for. May we conclude by 
saying (with apologies to the Brownie Page)-
"Let each one of you SEE THAT THEY DO." 

THE EDITOR. 

BIRTHDA YS AT OAI(LEIGH AND M un· 
RUMBEENA. 

On ~atul'day, 9th August, the 1st Oak leigh 
Brownie Pack and the 1st MUlTumbeena Guide 
Company both ' .celebrated their birthdays. In 
spite of the raiJ;l they appear to have made 
themselves very , cosy in their halls, and their 
visitors-the :O!~trict Commissioner, parents 
and members ,of the other Companies and 
packs in the district-seem to 'have had quite 
a jolly time. 

We regret that space does not allow u to 
give fullel' accounts of these parties. 
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SECOND-CLASS NATURE WORK. 

It does seem a pity that the nature work is 
such a stumbling block in the second class test, 
for this part of the badge, if undertaken in 
the right spirit, should open the door to wood
craft for our Guides. More often, I fear, it 
has the reverse effect of closing that door for 
ever, and of turning the Guide right away from 
what should be to her a realm of wonderland. 

How frequently the six life-histories are left 
until the last, and as this is the only thing 
which prevents the Guide from gaining her 
badge, she suddenly "does" them in one hasty 
rush. When a recruit has passed her tenderfoot 
test, and wishes to commence her second-class 
work, it should be explained to her that it iR 
best to start with the nature studies tecaus~ 
the observations can be made while the Guide 
is learning the other items required for the 
second-class badge. She may choose any six 
living creatures, animal or vegetable, and find 
out as much as she can about their life and 
habits. Also, she should understand that book
work is not required, but it is her own obser
vations that are wanted. 

Some Guiders may disagree on this point, 
but the child is going to learn far more from 
a bird she has identified herself, a nest she has 
seen, or a flower she has dissected, than any
thing she has read from a book. The romance 
of the naturalist lies not in accumulated know
ledge, but in the thrill of each little discovery, 
which every Guide must make for herself; no 
one can do it for her. 

If we read Girl Guiding (that rather ne
glected book) we find much excellent advice 
from Lord Baden Powell on the why and 
wherefore of woodcraft, which is here put in 
its proper place. But are we not almost in
clined to omit this spice of Guiding, or at the 
best, cram it into some odd forgotten corner of 
our activities? 

What is the objective of these nature 
studies? Is it to produce a concise naturalist or 
a joyful nature lover, for there is a vast differ
ence between the two? Children are naturally 
fond of birds and flowers and animals, but too 
often get little encouragement in this most 
delightful and health-giving interest. 

Guiders are often puzzled to know what 
standard should be expected from a Guide, with 
regard to the life-histories. The test lies, I 
think, not in the correctness or completeness 
of her written work. but in her keenness. Just 
recently I tested a Guide for this section of 
her badge work, and was rather disappointed 
at the standard of her life-histories. Almost 
immediately after this she went away to the 
beach for her holidays, and on her return 
nearly bewildered me with a host of questions 
concerning the names and other information 
of the sea birds she had seen there. Then I 

knew she was on the woodcraft trail all right, 
and isn't that the test for nature work
whether it puts the Guides on the woodcraft 
trail, or frightens them off it for ever? 

On the other hand, there is the studious type 
of Guide who hands in a bundle of encyclope
dia-the life-histories. They are quite all right, 
and absolutely correct to the smallest detail, 
but yet there seems to be something missing. 
What is it? Is it not the spirit of the whole 
thing, for it means nothing to her; she has 
never "felt" any of it. And by "feeling," I 
mean this. Have you ever watched a child as 
she tells you about some wonderful bird she 
has seen; with eyes shining, and face full of 
excitement. A passionate love of nature is one 
of the charming features of children, but how 
often this love is allowed to die or fade away 
through lack of 'sympathy and encouragement. 

Guides do not need a clever Captain who 
knows everything there is to know in natural 
history. All they want is someone who can 
understand and feel with them, and also en
courage them. We, as Guiders, cannot do better 
than learn with the Guides, who are the best 
teachers for this subject. For is it not true 
that we are trained to help our companies in 
every branch of Guide work except woodcraft, 
and in distr icts where it is hardest to encour
age, there is the greatest need. 

Nature Study is taught in most Victorian 
schools to-day, and the very idea of doing more 
of this in connection with Guiding completely 
bores some Guides, as it is just a dry and dead 
subject to them. So that what we want to en
courage in Guiding is not the so-called "nature
study," but the romance of the open-air world. 

When the Guides become older and approach 
Ranger age, I have found that they still reo . 
tain this love for nature, but then it broadens 
and deepens until it comes to mean much more 
to them than in the days when they were so 
childishly excited about it. And in this busy 
age in which we live to-day, if we can send the 
Guides into the world with a real and deep 
appreciation of the beauty in nature, both in 
country and town alike, we are giving them 
something which will be invaluable throughout 
their lives. 

Nature diaries are perhaps the best way of 
teaching the habit of observation, and are 
splendid for showing a Guide's attitude to
wards birds, trees and flowers. I always ask 
for a fortnight's diary in addition to the six 
life-histories, and only the other day read an 
excellent one from a Guide who saw the most 
interesting things on her journey to and from 
work each day. 

Many Guiders may totally disagree with 
the thoughts and opinions expressed in this 
article. They are not hasty conclusions, but the 
result of several years' experience in trying to 
help Guides to love the woodcraft trail. There 
is much that could yet be said about the 
second-class nature work, but I am going to 
let the following lines speak for themselves. 
They express a Guide's own experience with 
regard to the second-class nature studies, be
ing an extract from an essay on GuidinJl: for 
the Writer 's badge, which came under my 
notice during the last proficiency badge tests. 
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"lowe my interest in nature study to Guid
ing, because it was at Guides that I had to 
know something about birds and trees oefore 
I could get my second-class. I did not know 
the difference between a male and female spar
row, or even that there was a difference, and 
much against my will I set to work to find out 
as little as possible about these things; just 
so much as would allow me to get my second
class badge and no more, for I was very anxi
ous to get this badge, but not anxious to 
improve my knowledge of nature study. But by 
the time I had finished six nature studies for 
this badge, I was becoming quite interested in 
birds. With help, and interesting talks on na
ture study in the company, I found myself 
watching birds, and noticing little things I had 
never seen before, thus gaining much more 
pleasure and interest in walking. 

"After I had been at Guides over a year, I 
decided to go for my naturalist badge, and I 
will never forget the pleasure I had from work
ing for this badge. It was not easy, but the 
joy of finding out something new-a bird I had 
not seen before; to discover after weeks of 
patient observation, the owner of a certain 
whistle or song, and recognise it from then on' 
or to see the little pink flowers come on to th~ 
elms, then the clusters of green seeds which 
afterwards fall, and lastly to observe the real 
leaves which come to stay all the summer 
months. 

"I think I had three tries with the three 
months' nature diary before I was satisfied 
with it, and I never went out on a hike or to 
the Gardens without a Leach's bird book un
der my arm. I have also become very intere~t
ed in trees, and have learnt to love and ob
serve them with a different feeling since I 
found out more about them'!' 

SECONDHAND UNIFORMS. 
The following letter will be of interest to 

Guiders whose Guides may have uniforms for 
which they have no further use. 
"Dear Matilda, 

"I was delighted to read in this month's is
sue that t.here may' be a possibility of procuring 
cheap Uniforms for Guides. I wonder if there 
are likely to be any hats also, for these are 
the heaviest outlay. 

"We have .thirty-four in our Company, and 
twe.lve recrUIts, and as Company funds in
vanably: have to come to the rescue to get uni
forms, It would be a great help if we could 
purchase them secondhand. 

"With Guide greetings, Yours, etc., 
"PAULA SCHREIBER, 

. "Capt~in, ,4th Carlton Company." 
N.B.-Mlss SchreIber s address is 1 Moles

worth Street, Kew. 

APPROPRIATE ENCOURAGEMENT. 
The Legend of St. George was being acted 

in ~amp, and just as the Dragon-a conglome
ratIOn of rugs, ground sheets, and guides
after much licking of lips was about to devour 
the pr'incess, one of the stage hands, whose job 
it was to provide the stage noises, blew "Cook
house"! 

MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMIT
TEE OF THE GIRL GUIDES ASSOCIATION, 

VICTORIA, HELD ON AUG. 20, 1930. 

Present: Lady Somers, Mrs. Edmondson 
M~'s. Faulkner', Mrs. Pearse, Mrs. Littlejohn; 
MIsses Bush, Cameron and Purnell. 

In answer to a letter relating to the forma
tion of a Children's Cinema Council, it WF.S 
agreed to send a representative to the meet
ing. 

It was agreed to grant Miss Irving extended 
leave of absence until February. 

It was reported that a cable had been re
ceived from the Chief Scout, agreeing to the 
pr~gramme submitted to him by the Victorian 
GUIdes and Scouts Associations. 

It was agreed to accept an invitation from 
the President of the Boys' and Girls' Work 
Co~nmittee of the Rotary Club, for a represen
~atJve to speak on Guiding at a luncheon meet
mg. 

The application for a Thanks Badge to be 
given t.o Mrs. Guyett was approved. 

Routme and financial business were transact
ed, and the date of the next meeting was 
fixed for Wednesday, 24th September, 1930. 

RANGER GUIDERS AT IVANHOE GRAM
MAR SCHOOL. 

29th Augu§t-1st September, 1930. 

The 2nd Rangel' Guiders' Training Week-End 
was held at Ivanhoe Grammar School through 
the courtesy of Rev. Sidney Buckley, headmas
ter. 

Twenty Guiders, of whom five were from 
the country, attended, and Miss Sheila Came
ron, Head of Rangers, was Commandant. 

Our first ex~erienc~ ?f "c~mping" in a boys' 
school was qUIte excltmg; It was most inter
esting trying to find a quiet nook for dressing 
in! and in at least one bathroom one was waft
ed back to girlhood's days at boarding-school. . 
We had the mostest fun at more or less suit
ll;ble n:oments-and at meal-times it was 1\ 
httle dJ/~icult to masticate adequately when one 
was tr~mg to control incipient hysterics at the 
same tIme. 

However, it is not seemly to let the Rangers 
know too much of their elders' doings so we 
ha~ten to mention that quite a large am'ount of 
s?hd wor~ wa~ done. as well. There were prac
tJ~al seSSIOns, mcludmg knotting, splicing, run 
ning team games, country dancing' as well 
as discussion sessions on test work 'and com
pany conundrums (we refuse to mention the 
word "problem" again). 

Perhaps the most helpful thing about such a 
week-en~, apart from the pooling of ideas and 
the sha~'mg of experiences, is the opportunity 
of meetJ?g other Guiders, all interested in the 
~ame ~hmgs, and keen to find out some ways 
m whIch .they !flay be of use and help to the 
Ra~gers m theil' charge. We hope that all the 
GUIders present shared OUl' happiness and 
gained similar inspiration to "keep on k~eping 
on". 
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OUR B130WNIE PAGE. 

Anything may happen, 
And let each one of us-SEE THAT IT DOES. 

SOME BROWNIE CEREMONIES. 
(1). Take the Pack outside the hall, and let 

them magic the yard into an Enchanted Forest, 
where the Brownies used to live. One day they 
were all flying about, having a lovely time, 
while their wise old Brown Owl sat and 
watched them. The Brownies pretend to flutter 
about, and B.O. tells them how a terrible wind 
started to blow from the north, or whichever 
direction they are from the hall. It blew off all 
the Brownies' wings, so that they had to chase 
them round and round the forest, and it blew 
away everyone of the Brown Owl's feathers, 
so she shivered like anything. At last it got ~o 
bad that it picked up all the Brownies, and the 
Brown Owl herself, and blew them right over 
the forest, till they reached a queer looking 
wooden place, and got blown through the door. 
Of course, it is not like any other place that 
they have ever seen. but luckily the fierce wind 
uprooted their Magic toadstool too, and there 
it is, waiting for them. They find that just 
enough magic came with it to make a Fairy 
ring to dance round, so they had better see if 
their songs sound as nice in here as in the 
Forest. The songs are then sung, and seem to 
sound quite as nice, so now the Brownies will 
be able to do all their magical things that they 
generally do. 

(2). Magic the room into a tree, one wall be
ing the roots, and the opposite wall the top
most branches. If Brown Owl likes, details 
may be discussed as to what sort of tree it 
will be, whether it is tall and graceful, or low 
and bushy, and so on. Each Six, or each Brow
nie, decides what kind of bird to be, and has to 
find a nest somewhere amongst the branches 
of the tree. Brown Owl may again use her dis
cretion as to whether they tell her what each 
bird looks like, and what kind of nest it will 
have. Brown Owl is the Wise Bird who lives 
in the very middle of the tree. Somehow the 
other birds are always pecking and quarrel
some, so they decide to ask the Brown Owl 
what to do about it. They come flying up to 
her, with a tremendous whirr of wings, and 
tell her of their troubles. 

B.O. says "I really don't know what to do 
for you, but the other day I flew down into the 
wood, and found such a lot of little brown 
people, who seemed to be wonderfully happy. 
Perhaps if you go and watch them for a while 
you might find out their secret. The birds are 
pleased with this idea, and fly off to look for 
the Brownies. They find them just as they are 
going to sing their song, or whatever Brown 
Owl has planned next on the programme. 

At the close of the meeting, the birds go 
back to their nests, and B.O. calls them over to 
hcr. They flutter round her, and she asks: 
"Well, have you found out how those brown 
creatures manage to be so happy always?" 

Brownies: "Yes, we have, and it's the only 
way." 

B.O.-"How do they do it?" 
.Bt·ownies tvery sl~wly, and flapping their 

wmgs): . - By-makmg-other-people-happy!!' 
Then, wlth another tremendous whirr, they fly 
away. 

(3). The Brownies are magicked into a 
town, and Brown Qwl explains that she is an 
old fairy, whose job is looking after a whole 
lot. of boggarts, that were captured and im
pnsoned on top of the highest mountain. But 
the other day a boggart called laziness got in
side her head, and she di:ln't bother to watch 
the others, so tllat they all escaped! 

She wonders if any of them have hidden in 
this town, and looks very carefully under all 
the doors, on the window-sills door-knockers 
~tc., various parts of the Bro~nies represent~ 
mg parts of a house, the same as in the cere
~ony where B.O. is looking for a house to live 
111. If B.O. finds many boggarts in these houses 
she decides that they must be hiding here and 
says that she has just one week to get the;n all 
back, so it's to be hoped by next week there 
won't be one left. If there are none, ·B.O. an
nounces that she has just got a message to say 
that they've alt gone back, as the cleanliness 
of this town frightened them away! 

BESS McARTHUR. 

NEW VICTORIAN PUBLICATIONS. 
Company Records. 

The article on this subject, which was print
ed in the July issue of "Matilda," has been re
printed, and may be had at Headquarters for 
lel. per copy. 
Bad gc A I·tides. 

The hints for the Astronomer and Sportswo
man's badges, which have appeared in "Ma
tilda," are also available. Price 1d. 
Good Carriage. 

The notes of Miss Campbell's talk on Good 
Carriage, given at the Guiders' Conference 
which appear this month, wiIJ be a~ailable at 
Headquarters at ld. ner copy. 

It is thought that these leaflets may be use
ful to Companies. Guides will probably be 
glad to purchase the badge hinw for them, 
selveR, and Captains are asked to tell their 
Guides ·that. these sheets are available. 

TRAINING. 

Training Classes. 
The final Course of GENERAL GUIDE 

TRAINING for the year will begin on FRI
DAY, 3rd OCTOBER. Miss D. Hayman will he 
in charge. . 

The next Cou,\se of Classes for BROWNIE 
GUIDERS will beg-in ~n Tuesday, 16th Septem
ber, in charge of Miss N. Thewlis. 
Training Weeks. 

The Training Week to be held from 30th De
cember, 1930, to 7th January, 1931, will be for 
GENERAL GUIDE AND BROWNIE TRAIN
ING; Guide Trainer, Miss Bush; Brownie 
Trainer, Miss M. Brown. 

Instead of the Week for First Class Train
ing, it is proposed to hold another GENERAL 
WEEK; the date and place will be announced 
later. MERLE BUSH, Head of Training. 

-
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CAMPING. 
Campcraft Week. 

The 10th Victorian Campcraft Week will be 
held in January, 1931-probably beginning 
about 19th January. 
Cumbi ned Ra nger Ca mp. 

One Combined Rangel' Camp will be held 
from 26th December, 1930, to 2nd January, 
1931, inclusive, at Oakwood, Lower Macedon, 
through the courtesy of Mrs. Egeling. Mic:s 
Barfus will be in charge. 

Applications will now be received from not 
mOl'e than six representatives from each of 
several Companies, to a total of 36 Campers. 
The Fee for each Camper w ill be 22 / 6, and 
applications accompanied with a deposit of 5 / 
for each Camper, should reach Miss Barfus at 
Headquarters not later t han 18th October. 
A Ca mp for Lone Guides. 
will be held from aOOet- 16th January for one 
v.leek. Miss E. E . Moran, Head of Lones, will 
be in charge. 

When applying to attend Camp, Guides arE' 
mged to keep in mind the possibility of also 
wanting to come to Melbourne for the Rally in 
April. 

EDITH H. PURNELL, 
Head of Camping. 
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Lt .. 'nl . \ !'o,..~)('intion",: · 

'1:ll'rhOI'Oll,.dL 
;\lol't I:lkt' , 

(:uide ('olll l.uni ,·",,: 
1"1 \ ' :1 ,' rnn})allu(" . 
bl ('olll1rg. 
lsi 1);11'1111001' , 
1,1 1-:11111'11 1\" (>;,'. 

Hn n ;..;-t·r ('om l)unieN. 
gl'lIl1 .... wi\'l.;: nlld ( ' :11'11011 ).i .... il·if'f . 

Br4)\\ II it- PtH· ),,..: 
1..:t ( 'ol:u' , 
lOt II (i (' l' lou~ . 
~,th 11,[ \\"1 "Mil . 
:!1Ic1 lrilllUOf". 
::1'11 NOl'tllt'olt'. 
l .... t ~kiptult. 
l s [ ~l. .\"1111[1(1. 
b:1 Y:II'I ':I\' illp. 

(;uifle Cnlltuinl'l: 
\\" . \J( J( . \ ~'l'~. 

1~1 R:II\\',\"II :\Ii ......... \11).'" B"lIl1t ' tl. 
h;f ('a r l':l1I h;III:]( ' -~Ii:-: .... ~1. ),:<1 w:lI·d .... . 
l!'ll ]):I\ ' h\ ~fol'4l :\Ii ~~ ~ ( ';I ~h (' llnl'd. 
:;th G('I'I()I1~ .l' . (~ . (',) :\li ... :-: £1('1,,'11 .I41n('s. 

(~ lI i(lt~ J.if'utt'nnnt",: 
'I:..:t .\ I'll I'llt :\Iiss ,\1 . \\ · illi;llIl:..:nll. 
'it h R:1I1:1l',1l ~I;" N. ("1:1 rkl' . 
1st ,1~,\':IIII':tll1 ~lis~ ,'pall rHII {'~ pil" 
l:..:t ~Idptou - .\Iiss n. g . O~ bnI'lH' . 

I (ang-t'r ( 'uptailU.: 
bot ( 'olill ' .\ll's . .\tll 11 I'll . 
:\1'(1 Kpw -~It, ... , Hl'ofll'ihh, 
1 ... ·, ~1I1· tllC · O\(· .\Ii ... s .\1. l{1I:-l"'t'11. 

Hang-t'" Li.'1I1" ,Ulllt: 
1s1 ( ' 01:1(' - '\ I i~:..: E. R:'lillip. 

Brl)\\fn Ow l...:: 
l :..: t i':1 "' 11'1·II,,"it · l~ - .\ I i:..::..: 1'. l~lIi; .. .dil . 

.-,111 Ot ' t ' ltJlI~ tI·.(j.t'.I -'\Ii~ :-; I). I!outll. 
jIlt ~J:II\'t'l'tI -'Ii:..::..: I"~. L . IJ:lJ'flnfol'. 

INEI'INS. 
A Dance Ga me. 

This is a dance game which has proved popu
lar. Any air with a rhythm of eight beats will 
do. John Peel, and the kindergarten tune, Oats 
and Beans and Barley Grow, are both very 
f;utisiactory. 

Dancers are in couples, and stand in a 
square, each couple facing another. There is 
one odd dancer, the NINEPIN. A skipping step 
is used throughout. 

1st Figure: Top and bottom couples change 
places (8 beats), passing by the right, then 
back again (8 beats). Sides repeat. 

2nd Figure: Top and bottom men dance to 
meet each other (4 beats), turn each other by 
the right hand (4 beats), dance on to opposite 
woman (4 beats), turn her by the l'ight hand 
(4 beats), back to the centre (4 beats), tum 
opposite man (4 beats), back to their partner 
(4 beats), turn her (4 beats), sides repeat. 

3rd Figure: The NINEPIN now comes into 
action, and dances round, turning each lady by 
the right hand. When she has completed the 
round, the men join hands with her, and all 
dance round in a ring till the music stops un
expectedly, when all the men race for a part
ner, and the one left out is the NINEPIN next 
time. 

If your Company has not a musician, the 
music can be supplied quite well by t he Guides 
singing the tune, and clapping occasionally to 
keep the time strict. 

In case of clash when racing for partners, 
the "man" wins who comes to the con'ect side 
of the woman, i.e., t he left. It is a good plan 
always to have the game twice, and for men 
and women to change places the econd time. 

D.M.A. 
(Copied from "Matilda," Vol. III, No.2, Sept., 

1925.) 

.\ HA GER COMPANY VISITS THE "AGE" 
OFFICE. 

On Tuesday night, 22nd July, a party of 
Rangers from 1st Surrey Hills Company vis
ited the "Age" office. Arriving at 8 p.m., we 
were taken in charo-e by an obliging guide and 
quickly conducted upstairs. Climbing seveml 
flights of stairs, we reached the printing 
rooms. The change in atmosphere was most 
noticeable, particularly when coming from the 
cold air of the stt·eets. Here was a different 
world altogethel~ shut away from outside af
fairs. The air was hot, the noise of whirring 
machinery fell on our ears, ancl everywhere 
busy workmen in shirt-sleeves, were seen hur
rying to and fro. Passing into the linotype 

. room, we watched the interesting working of 
the machines. In front of a keyboard sat a 
man, busily and lightly tapping the keys 
bringing thoughts of typewriters to our minds. 
The working of these machines was a some
what complicated process, requiring the inti
mate knowledge of a printer to set it forth 
clearly. Suffice it to say, this was the first 
step towards the publication of the "Age". Af
ter the type was set up in these rooms and ar
ranged in order by other workmen, it was con
veyed to the stereotype room. 

Having taken our way to this room, we were 
engaged in watching several different process
es. Everything was new to us, and excited our 
keenest interest. To see t he tablets of type 
passed slowly under rollers, and pressed on to 
sheets of material. ThUll was the form of the 
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paper-the "Leader," it was-set out. Being 
damp, it was put in a form of oven and rapidly 
whirled round till dry. Coming out, it was 
placed in a cylindrical tube, which was closed 
up. Molten lead, or, rather, a mixture of lead 
and other materials-was then poured into it. 
When opened, the lead cooled, and retained the 
type on its surface. We were informed that 
perpetual fires were kept going to melt this 
lead. Day in and day out the fires never cease. 
When the sheets of lead appeared, they were 
extremely hot, and had to be carefully hand
led. Passing through rollers, the untidy edges 
were cut off. The sheets were then treated to 
ensure evenness of surface. Chisel as well as 
mechanism accomplishd this. 

Passing from this room, where it seemo:!d 
the "Age" was truly personified, for the sur
roundings showed the result of wear and tear, 
even the busy workmen appeared to be old 
and trusted employees, we were led to other 
l'ooms, where different stages of printing were 
going on. The method of reproducing photos 
was explained to us, illustrated by the picture 
of a large ram. We saw a machine ready for 
printing with all the illustrated pages of the 
"Leader" set out. 

Leaving these rooms, we descended several 
flights of stairs, having a look in at the Sub
Editor's sanctum on our way. We went down 
below the ground floor until we were in the 
basement. Here we were led to the storage 
room for paper. Huge reels of paper occupied 
the floor space. These reels represented forests 
of trees to us, and our imaginations were 
brought to bear on the continued destruction 
that is being carried on, to enable the papers to 
be printed. Each reel of paper, when unrolled, 
would stretch 3~ miles. There were about 36 
rolls in the room, and that is the usual con
sumption for one night. So just think of the 
timber that it takes! No wonder the re
planting of forests is essential. 

Our next sight was one of the prides of the 
firm. Up till last year the "Age" was the pos
sessor of the largest printing press in Austra
lia. This huge machine was built in England, 
sent out here in pieces, and then re-built by 
Australian engineers. We . did not see this 
machine working, but tried to imagine ;ts 
speed and power. Five great rollers revolve at 
once, sending out thousands of copies of this 
daily paper. Situated just below the street 
pavement, the papers coming from the machine 
are ready, immediately, for despatch to agents 
and buyers. Two engines of 22 and 120 horse
power drive this machine. By the simple act of 
pressing a button the whole structUl'e is put in 
motion. Starting with the less powerful motor 
and then the 120 horse-power commences re
volving until, going on it own speed, the other 
is switched off, and the printing continues with 
rapidity. An immense switchboard is required 
to manipulate the electricity for the whole 
building, and the si(!ht of this instrument ov
erwhelmed us with some realisation of the 
power behind the printing organisation. Aus
tralia is being supported in this office, for ink 
rollers were shown us, and they were saturated 
wit h Australian-made ink. 

After viewing this machine we saw a smaller 
one in operation. The noise of the machinery 

was deafeniag, but the act of watching the 
"Leaders" pouring out by hundreds was--I 
think-the most fascinating sight of any we 
witnessed. We stood enthralled while the rol
lers whirled round, the pages passed over and 
under, were printed on both sides, folded, and 
came out, edges clipped and ready for placing 
with the illustrated parts, and then to be sold. 
The latter operation is done by hand, and then 
the covers are clipped on by machine. We saw 
complete "Leaders" being folded up for pos
tage and piles of others, ready for despatch. 

Before our departure, each member of the 
party was presented with a type of their own 
names and a portion of the "Age" in lithotype. 
Once more passing their famous printing press, 
w~ said "Good-night," and reached the street. 
The effort of climbing half-a-dozen stairs pre
cipitated us from this world of the romance 
of printing into the frosty air of Collins Street, 
all of us unanimously agreed to the wonder of 
the processes we had seen. 

E.W., 1st Surrey Hills Rangers. 

WHAT DO BROWN OWLS THINK? 

The Brownie Guider who so kindly contri
buted the article on Planning Pack Pro
grammes, which appeared in the July issue of 
"Matilda," is very worried. At the end of this 
article she expressed a desire to know what 
other B.O.'s thought. As we have received no 
replies she is in doubt whether Brownie Guid
ers didn't read the article or whether-they 
don't think! We feel quite certain that they do 
think, but could we have some concrete proof. 

ACCIDENT OR DESIGN. 

The "knitting needle method" for l'emoving 
grit in the eye is being illustrated by a candi
date for 2nd class. The Captain has been 
placed in a chair, facing the light, but is 
doubtful whether by accident or design. 

Captain: Why did you place me in this 
chair, Mary? 

Guide-Well, er, when you sit in that chair 
you could look out the window with the other 
eye. -M.H. 

EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE. 

The following equipment is available, and 
may be hired by Companies, at the rates men
tioned, at any time except between December 
24th and January 4th:-

4 Tents, 8 x 10, with uprights and ridges, 
7/6 per week. 

2 tents, 6 x 8, with uprights and ridges, 
7/6 per week. 

Buckets, basins and tent pegs may also be 
hired. 

Companies must arrange their own cartage, 
and pay for all repairs. 

Enquiries should be made from Mrs. potter, 
St. James's, E. St. Kilql\. 

--
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