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A MESSAGE FROM LADY SOMERS. 

"S.S. Orsova". 
My Dear Lady Chauvel, 

I am so absolutely delighted with my Log 
Book. Will yoq please tell everyone how 
pleased and grateful I am. Elizabeth and I 
have spent many happy minutes looking at it 
already, and will spend many more. It is so 
varied and so· beautifully and carefully done; 
the writings and drawings are lovely, and the 
photographs very happy reminders of typical 
guide camps and Australian scenes. I love 
the little paintings of flowers, the verses, and, 
above all, the Lone Guides' answers to 2nd 
class questions. Thank you all a thousand 
times for what is to be a life-long treasure. 

I can't write properly, we are in the midst 
of a bad tossing in the Bight, with mountain
ous seas and wind, and our speed down to 6 
knots which, though un affecting to the inside, 
is decidedly fogging to the head. We are all 
fit and well, even to Buster. 

I do hope no one was any the worse for the 
wet and cold on Tuesday. It was nice of you 
all to come. 

With love to you all, and my grateful thanks, 
Yours very sincerely, 

(Sgd.) FINOLA SOMERS. 

FIVE YEARS OF REAL SERVICE. 

Five years ago, following the announce
ment that the Lady Somers had accepted the 
position of State Commissioner for Victoria, :l 
letter was received by the Executive Commit
tee from the Guides of Hereford, who sent 
their good wishes to the Guides of Victoria, and 
expressed their sorrow at losing for five years 
their own County Commissioner. The letter 
contained many expressions of appreciation of 
all that Lady Somers had been to them, and 
they fully realised that their loss would be 
Victoria's gain. Just how much that gain 
was to be they could not fully estimate. Lady 
Somers has given herself very wonderfully to 
Guiding in Victoria-only those who have been 
really associated with her know the great 
amount of time she gave to the Movement, 
not merely in attending meetings and func
tion, and we know that she always regretted 
that she could not attend even more of these, 
but time to think and plan for Guiding. Her 
practical knowledge enabled her to take a real 
interest in the actual work of the Companies 
and Packs, and as Chairman of the Executive 
Committee and State Commissioner she has 
played a very large part in the administration 
of the Movement, and a very great deal of the 
progress in the last five years has been direct
ly due to her advice and belp. Many Commis
sioners and Guiders who bave been privileged 
to meet Lady Somers in their Districts owe 
much to the inspiration wbicn her encourage
ment and sympathetic understanding always 
brought. 

Now, by Lady Somers' return to England, 
Victoria is losing and Hereford is gaining. But 
though we have lost and though we feel our 
lQss very keenly, let Us not forget all we have 

gained in these last five years. We have re
ceived f~'om Lady SO!11ers so very much; let us 
see to It that we, m our turn, in whatever 
sphere we are Guiding, give ourselves as 
wholeheartedly as she has done. Thus we may 
show, in a way she would herself value, our 
appreciation and gratitude. 

In place of the goodbye which is so hard to 
say, we would like to express to Lady Somers 
our feelings in the words of a small Brownie 
who on leaving the party given by her daugh~ 
ter to her own Pack, and at which Lady Somers 
was present, said: "Brown Owl, I don't wonder 
people don't want that lady to go away." 

THE LOG BOOK. 

The book that Victorian Guides gave Lady 
Somers really WAS a gift from everyone of 
us-Brownies, Guides and Rangers. It con
tained sixty pages of varied effort, and yet 
the completed book was not in any way 
"scrappy." There were photographs, descrip
tions of interesting places, verses, stories writ
ten by Brownies, pressed wild-flowers, sketch
es, verse, the plan of a Company's own club
room, maps of Victoria, one showing various 
industries, all very individual and pleasant. 

The cover was of blue leather, made by a 
Camberwell Guider, and on the front was our 
State Badge and just "From the Guides of 
Victoria, 1926-1931." 

We would like' to say Thank You to every
one for the big effol·t they made to fill theil' 
pages in the rather short time that was given 
them. It must have taken a fair amount of 
organising for our big divisions to collect 
something from everyone, and so help to make 
the book really representative. 

The pages are arranged alphabetically in 
divisions, Lones and Extensions having their 
own. By the way, the Blind Guides and Ran
gers had written a message in Braille. 

The Log Book was handed to Lady Somers 
at the pier, where 100 guides, who had been 
chosen to represent their divisions, formed a 
Guard of Honour for Lady Somers. 

Many other Guides from the Metropolitan 
Companies gathered at Stonnington to say 
farewell to the State Commissioner on her de
parture. 

S.H.I. 

EARLIEST COMPANIES IN VICTORIA. 

As a result of our previous list published 
in the May issue of "Matilda," we have had 
some very interesting letters from Guiders 
in various parts of the State. The following is 
the list, corrected according to the informa
tion sent in, which we very much appreciate: 
1920-

1 1st Heidelberg, 1st Meeting, 30th March 
21st Skipton .. .. .. .. .. 24th May 
31st Malvern(Toorak College) .. .. Nov. 

1921-
41st Geelong (C.E.G.G.S.) . .. . 10th June 

, 



July, ]931. MATILt>A. 

1922-
5 3rd Malvern .. .. .. .. . . .. " March 
6 1st Hawthorn .. . . . . 8th May 
7 1st Kyneton .. . . . . . . .. .. . . June 
8 3rd Camberwell . . .. .. . . .. . . July 
9 1st Bendigo .... .. ...... 22nd Aug. 

10 1st Essendon . . .. Sept. 
11 2nd Ballarat . . 4th Oct. 
12 3rd Ballarat .. .. . . . . Oct. 
1923-
13 1st Carlton . . .. .. .. . . 14th Feb. 
14 1st Hamilton .. . . . . . . .. . . .. Feb. 
15 1st Fitzroy .. .. . . .. " .. 19th Feb. 
16 1st VVonthaggi . . .. .. .. .. 3rd March 
17 1st Healesville . . . . .. .. . . .. .. April 
18 1st Gardiner .. .. .. .... 14th April 
19 1st St. Arnaud .. . . . . .. .. .. . . May 
20 1st Richmond .. . . . . . . May 
21 1st Derrinallum . .. . ... 11th June 
22 1st Surrey Hills . . . . ... . .. 10th July 
23 1st Mildura .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. July 
24 1st St. Kilda .. .. . . . . .. .. .. .. July 
25 1st Canterbury .. .. . . . . .. 2nd August 
26 1st Toorak .. .. . . .. .. .. . . August 
27 1st Sale .. .. . . . . . . .. .. 28th August 
28 2nd Fitzroy . . . . ... .. ..... Dec. 
4th July, 1931. SYBIL H. IRVING, 

State Secretary. 

HEADQU ARTERS NOTICES. 

VV ould Guiders please inform parents of 
their Rangers and Guides that our shop hours 
are-Daily, 12.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.; Saturdays 
10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m., as previously stated in 
"Matilda." 

Guidel'S will remember that this alteration 
was made to enable us to cope with the Coun
try Orders, but all this year we have had cus
tomers coming in from about 10 in the morn
ing. It is almost impossible to close the doors 
to them, and it means, therefore, that the 
Country orders are delayed, and I feel sure 
that it is only because parents are not told 
what our hours are. 

SYBIL H. IRVING. 

TESTS AND BADGES. 
I want to thank Miss Swinburne for her 

very kind welcome in last month's "Matilda," 
and to tell readers that I will do my best to 
follow on after Miss Swinburne; also, I am 
sure that I can count on the same help and 
co-operation that you all gave her. It is thanks 
to all the work and organising effort that she 
has put into the department, that I felt it 
was possible to accept the position at all. 

There are just two things I want to men
tion. One, I know, Miss Swinburne has 
stressed before, the other is recent. Several 
times lately, in testing both Guides and 
Guiders, they have given me variations in 
tracking signs, and also have not known all 
the hand signals. I find they have been learn
ing from the Australian Diary ONLY. For 
Tenderfoot Test we take the whistle and hand 
signals as found in Girl Guiding. The only 

differences in the tracking signs are that in 
Australia we use the grass signal, however 
twisted, as a "follow-on" sign only, and in 
the arrow indicating change of direction thE' 
short bit showing the path we have come, 
comes only up to the end of arrow, thus 1--:
The Diary is interesting, but it is not recog
nised as an official text-book. 

The other is in regard to the Badge Book; 
I hope you will forgive me repeating this para
graph from the leaflet of General Sugges
tions for Badges, but I find it still necessary. 

"Hints f or Girl Guide Badges is the merest 
outline, and is not recognised as our text book. 
A library of inexpensive books for Badges may 
be consulted at Headquarters, and notes with 
details for each subject are placed beside the 
books. Suggestions for suitable books will be 
welcome." 

Lastly, I would remind Guiders that after 
the end of June, any alterations that there 
may be for Badges in R.P.&O. 1931, come into 
force. 

MARGARET MOORE. 

THE POST BOX. 

The Post Box is working all the time, but 
very silently, and but few seem to know of it, 
and very f ew make use of it. 

Its duty is to link all Guides from every 
part of the VV orld by correspondence. 

At present the Post Box has letters from 
Guides in Ceylon, Zululand, Canada, Belgium 
and Great Britain, desiring to correspond with 
Guides here. 

Think of the thrill of writing to someone 
you have never seen, who is living in a place 
where you have never been, and the excite
ment when the answer comes back with the 
foreign stamp on the envelope. 

The keeper of the Post Box would be so 
pleased to help you form these links. VVrite to 
her- Mrs. Hamilton Sleigh, 

24 VV allace Avenue, 
Toorak. 

MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OF THE G.G.A., VICTORIA. 

Held on 17th June, 1931. 
Present: Lady Somers, Lady Chauvel, Mrs. 

Edmondson, Mrs. Faulkner, Mrs. Fink, Mrs. 
LanseJl , Mrs. Littlejohn, Miss Bush, Miss Came
ron, Dr. Cooper, Miss R. Hamilton, Miss Pur
nell, Miss Swinburne, and the Secretary. 

It was agreed that the Guiders' Conference 
should be organised by a Committee of Guiders 
representing the Metropolitan Divisions, and 
that the Conference should take place on or 
about the second Saturday in August. 

Miss R. Hamilton was appointed Commis
sioner for Guiding in Schools and Colleges. 

It was r eported that the Imperial Headquar
ters Executive Committee had awarded the Sil
ver Cross to Patrol Leader Alice Andrew, 1st 
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ME:ntone Company, for her rescue of a drown
ing man. 

Lady Chauvel, on behalf 01 the Committee, 
expressed very great appreciation of all that 
Lady Somers had done for Guiding in Victoria, 
and vel'y real regret at her departure. 

Routine and financial business was transfac
ted. 

SYBIL H. IRVING, 
State Secretary. 

THE ELFI TREE. 

No doubt many Guiders wel'e fortunate 
enough to visit the Elfin Tree in London last 
year, but for the benetit of those who have not 
seen or heard of it, perhaps "Matilda" could 
spare a corner for its story. 

The Elfin Tree is the remains of a tree 800 
years old, which grew in Richmond Park. It 
was damaged during a storm one night, and 
this part was afterwards dug up and brought 
to Kensington Gardens. Mr. Ivor Innes had 
been painting in Cornwall and stumbled against 
a tree trunk, upsetting his paints. As he col
lected them, the splashes of paint on the old 
bee trunk looked like a fairy sitting on a toad
stool. He at once thought if so much could be 
achieved by accident, how much more could be 
done with intention! 

Lady Fortescue made this work possible, and 
Ivor Innes carved 74 wee figures all over the 
tree trunk-elves, fairies, goblins, birds, squir
rels, mice, rabbits, owls, and on one spot there 
is a little Elf, sitting beside a shelf full of 
books, reading, and overhead hangs a lantern. 
They are all most beautifully and delicately 
colored, and the whole has been polished with 
"elbow grease," no oil or polish being used. At 
the foot is the crock where the fairy gold and 
finds are hidden. In another place the King anrl 
his gnomes are having a feast, sitting around 
toadstools. 

The work took about three months to com
plete, being unveiled on July 25th last year, 
and is situated on the children's playground, 
not far from the beloved Peter Pan. 

Miss Ola Cohn, the Melbourne sculptress, ii:' 
giving us something very like it in the Fitzroy 
Gardens, and may now be seen at work on a 
lovely ivy-covered stump below the teahouse, 
just to the left of the path leading to Welling
ton Parade. N.H. 

THE LIBRARY. 

We have now about 260 books in the library 
at Headquarters, all on Guide work or inter
ests, and feel it would be a great help to Guide 
and Guider alike if everyone knew this. At 
present only a few seem to derive the real 
benefit from the information it contains. 

Lady Somers generously left us quite a 
few books, which will come as a welcome ad
dition to its shelves. 

\Ve have no means, other thafi 'donations, of 
replenishing our supply, so it hag 'been proposed 
that a "ld." charge be made on each book 

taken out-and thus in time we may be able to 
obtain a f ew new books and new editions which 
are such a help. 

A little box for this purpose will be kept in 
the Library case, and we would ask all who 
borrow from it after the 31st of July, to kindly 
insert their coin. 

To facilitate the keeping of the Library re
cords we would again ask its users if they 
would please not keep a book longer than 
"0 E MONTH," and carefully record their 
"takings and returns", as so many books are 
returned without any trace of the person's 
name. 

All books out please return by the end of 
July, as we are anxious to re-list some that 
have been out for a considerable period. 

"So much to do, so little done" 
unless you help us. 

(We are all requests, but all in your own in-
terests.) LP., Librarian. 

ANOTHER PEEP AT THE BOOK OF THE 
WORDS. 

Wearing of Uniform. 
In Rule 31, page 38, of "the book of the 

words," we find this: 
"UNIFORM (which is worn for the first time 

at enrolment)." 
How, then, is it that we quite often have re

cruits come to buy their uiform, and who say, 
in answer to cheery enquiries as to when the 
great day of their erolment is, that they are 
not being enrolled for a fortnight, but are 
having a Camp Fire on Wednesday next, and 
are all wearing uniform for it? 

Don't we remember the tremendous thrill 
it was (surely) £01' ourselves to put on uni
form for the very first time the night we were 
to be enrolled, perhaps at a Training Class? 
(And how "dreadful" we felt going out the 
gate, in case a friend saw us)-and how awk
ward we felt when we arrived at the class-
and then how quite DIFFERENT we felt after 
we had given our promise and really "be
longed"-and are we going to rob our recruits 
of that same thrill? Would Captain have liked 
being enrolled in a uniform she had already 
worn (and played games in) for three or foul' 
weeks? 

The Chief Scout says in that Introduction 
to R.P.& 0., which I am afraid we do not re-
member to re-read, that "rules ... are guiding 
lines for players in a gam!:: ..... ", and it is 
always worth while working out WHY any of 
the rules have been laid down. 

F. V. BARFUS. 

GARDEN FETE. 

The 1st Vermont Girl Guides are having a 
Garden Fete at the residence of Mrs. Lakland, 
Tarara Road, Vermont, on Saturday, 15th 
August. Mrs. Ian Cameron, District Commis
sioner, will open the Fete at 3 p.m. 'Bus meets 
all trains at Mitcham Station. 
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OUR BROWNIE PAGE. 

Anything may happen, 
And let each one of us SEE THAT IT DOES. 

COMMITTEE FOR THE BROWNIE PAGE 
IN "MATILDA." 

A Committee has been formed to look after 
the contributions for "Matilda." The follow
ing Committee was appoint~d:-M!ss Paling, 
Miss H. Jones (secretary), Misses HIll, Hooper, 
Freeman and Tobin. 

We wish to make the Brownie Page still 
more interesting, and we can only do this if 
all Brownie Guiders will "lend a hand" and 
do their share. Every month there is a notice 
in "Matilda," asking for contributions, but 
most Brown 0 Is do not seem to be observant 
-or else are shy! Please, all of you, send 
articles about your Packs or anything else of 
Brownie interest, to 

(Miss) M. Hutton Jones, 
Janet Clarke Hall, 

Trinity College, Carlton, N.3. 

"WHERE'S THAT SMILE?" 
Observant Brownies. 

Brownie: Oh, Brown Owl, you have a new 
tie. Why, your tie, and the thing on your 
hat, and your hair are all ginger to match! 

CEREMONY TO WELCOME A VISITOR. 
When the Brownies see their visitor coming 

they all hide. When she (prompted, probably, 
by Brown Owl!) asks where the Brownies are, 
they all run out shouting "Here we are! Here 
we are." and make the dancing circle. When 
it is complete they skip round, singing 

"We're the Brownies, bright and gay, 
Glad to welcome you to-day." 

-B.O., 1st Parkville Pack. 

PEDLAR'S PACK COMPETITION. 
The following amounts were received in en

tries for the Pedlar'S Pack Competition. Brown 
Owls are requested to use this list as an o~
cial receipt, as no other acknowledgment Will 
be made. 

Northcote Pack, 2nd Prahran Pack, 2/6; 
Misses T . Henderson, P. Brown, Sennick, 2/-; 
Misses Finlay, McDonald, 1/6; Miss Knight 
1/3; Misses Sharwood, McLeod, Harper, yval
lace Hirst, 2nd Richmond Pack, 1/-; MIsses 
Ste~art, Garner, Taylor, 9d.; Misses Barr.ett, 
Coles, M. Henderson, Sydes, Fragg, KlJ~g, 
Freeman, Heseltine, Masters, H. Jones, Hill. 
1st South Yarra Pack, Misses Chumley, 
Cook, Drummond, Willets, 1st Northcote, 1st 
W. Melbourne, 1st Yallourn, 1st St. Arnaud 
Packs, 3d. 

CAMPING. 
Indoor Camp Test. 

A course of five or six classes on the work 
for t he Indoor Camp Test Certificate will begin 
on Thursday, 23rd July, 1931, at Headquar
ters, at 7.45 p.m. 

Any Guider may attend the Course, but 
only those eligible nuder the following condi
tions may sit for the Test:-

A Guider 
(a) Must be a Warranted Captain. 
(b) Must be recommended by her Com

missioner, who will do so after con
sultation with the Commissioner for 
Camping; 

(c) Must have attended a Victorian 
Training Week or Training Camp; 

(d) Must have attended a COMPLETE 
training course in Indoor Camps by 
the Commissioner, for Camping or 
Guider appointed by her. 

Comm issioners. 

E. H. PURNELL, 
Commissioner for Camping. 

WARRANTS. 

Division Commissioners: 
North-Eastern Suburbs: Miss M. K. Ahern, 

250 Domain Road, South Yarra, S.E.1. 
District Commissioners: 

Benalla and Violet Town: Miss Kathleen 
Currie, Yin Barun, Benalla. 

Caulfield: Mrs. Colin McDonald, 445 High 
Street, Glen Iris, S.E.6. 

Eastern Mornington Peninsula: Miss Ma
rie Mackinnon, The Hobby House, 
Somers. 

Hawthorn: Miss G. H . Swinburne, 41 Kin
kora Road, Hawthorn, E.2. 

Toorak and Armadale: Mrs. J. S. Burs
ton, 173 Kooyong Road, Toorak, S.E.2. 

District Secretaries: 
Camperdown: Mrs. Percy Law Smith, Choco

lyn, Camperdown. 
Foster: Miss D. J. Bennett, The Pines, Fos-

ter. 
Captains: 
1st Camperdown, Miss E. M. Gannone. 
2nd Camperdown, Mrs. Grant. 
7th Hawthorn: Miss Ruth Denny. 
3rd Kew (Ruyton), Miss Joyce Leslie. 
1st St. Arnaud, Mrs. Stanton. 

Lieutenants: 
1st Caulfield, Miss M. J. McDonald. 
1st Clunes: Miss Edna Troup. 
7th Hawthorn, Miss Edna Masters. 
1st Heidelberg: Miss Muriel March. 

Brown Owls. 
3rd Kew (Ruyton), Miss D. Coles. 
1st West Melbourne, Miss L. Hill. 

Tawny Owls. 
1st Kallista, Miss S. D. Chomley. 

REGISTRA TIONS. 
Packs. 

Caulfield. 
1st Frankston. 
3rd Prahran. 

Companies. 
2nd Berwick, St. Margaret's, Mounted. 
5th Camberwell. 
1st Hastings. 
1st Mitiamo. 
4th Prahran. 

Ranger Company. 
2nd Parkville. 
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RANGER PATROL EMBLEMS. 
The Gum Tree. 

The Eucalypts, or gum-trees, which belong 
to the Myrtle family, are native only in Aus
tralia, Tasmania and New Guinea, though 
they have now been introduced into other 
parts of the world. Eighty-two species are re
corded in Victoria. 

They are especially adapted for living in a 
hot climate. That is why the leaves hang 
down in a vertical position instead of lying 
horizontal, as in other trees. In this way the 
leaves avoid the direct rays of the sun, which 
draw too much moisture from the plant. 
Sometimes a gum tree has to live through a 
long pel'iod of heat or drought, and it could not 
do so unless it conserved its water supply. 

A brief examination of the leaf will show 
an inter-marginal vein, a little way from the 
edge, which is not seen in other leaves. Also, 
if held up to the light, the surface of the 
leaf will be seen dotted over with oil glands. 
This oil has a medicinal value, and for this 
reason the Blue Gum has been planted in fever 
regions of Southern Europe: 

The name "Eucalypt" comes from the Greek 
word, meaning "well-hidden"; and refers to 
the flower bud, which is covered by a cap. As 
the flower expands the cap falls off, and in the 
case of the Blue Gum, the ground beneath the 
tree often becomes littered with these little 
caps. The gum flower has no petals, but the 
numerous and long stamens, which are often 
coloured, make a good show, and thus attract 
insects and birds . Honey-eaters are particularly 
drawn to the Eucalypts because of the nectar, 
and in town the Red Flowering Gum of subur
ban gardens is much sought after by green
eries and wattle-birds (our largest honey
eater). The capsules or gum-nuts, as they are 
popularly called, contain a large number of 
small, dry, thin seeds which take twelve 
months to ripen. 

A gum tree has very strong, thick bark, and 
it is this which saves many a tree during a 
bush fire, so that a short time afterwards the 
tree is covered with fresh, green growth. This 
coarse, fibrous bark can be put to many use
ful purposes, especially that of the stringy
br.rk. On the other hand, the bark of one 
specimen, the lemon-scented gum, is particu
larly smooth and brittle, and peels off annual
ly. The Red Gum and Jarrah yield excellent 
timber, which is very strong and durable, 
while many other varieties are also noted for 
their wood. 

Some of the Eucalypts have pink or scarlet 
stamens, the finest of which are native of Wes
tErn Australia, e.g., the Red Flowering Gum. 
The trees received the popular name of gum 
trees because of the gum-like substance which 
is often seen exuding from th trunk. But it 
is not a true gum, and the wattles, rather t han 

the gums, are true gum trees of Australia. 
It is interesting to note that in the young 

plant the leaves are often an ovaloI' round 
shape, and are opposite one another. The .long 
sickle-shaped leaf of the old tree hangs smgly 
fr0m the stem. This applies to the Blue Gum 
particularly. 
The Wattle Tr ee. 

This tree belongs to the great pea or legume 
family, which include:; among its members the 
well-known sweet pea, lu~el'n e, bean, lupine, 
etc. Its proper name is Acacia, and there are 
many different varieties. In fact, Australia is 
so rich in her wattles that there is not one 
month in the year in which some species may 
not be found in bloom. The popular name was 
given to the tree in the days of the early set
tlers, when the plant branches were used in the 
making of wattle-and-~aub. huts .. It. is inter
esting to note these hlstonc asoclatlOns con
nected with our flora and faulla. 

Our native Acacias number two-thirds of the 
acacias of the world, and Victoria has seventy 
one varieties. Like the gums, they provide . 
rich store of food for our large family of 
honey-eaters. All wattles are not trees, some 
are merely shrubs, which form a dense scrub 
under the gum trees, and make a beautiful 
picture in Spring with their yellow bloom. 

Wattle blossom is composed of hundreds of 
tiny complete flowers . Each separate fluffy ball 
is thus a collection of separate flowers, in 
which the yellow stamens form the most con
spicuous part. The sepals and petals can only 
be seen with the aid of pocket lens, and usually 
number five of each. The fruit is the familiar 
pod of the pea flower, and in good seasons 
covers the tree. Some flower heads are not in 
the form of little balls, but are like short rods 
or spikes. 

The leaf of the wattle is very interesting, as 
it is divided into two kinds: 1, the feathery 
form, which is found in the Cootamundra and 
Silver Wattles; (2) the flattened leaf-stalk or 
phyllode, which is found on the Blackwood and 
Golden wattle. In the latter type, the leaf
stalk has become modified or changed to do 
the work of the leaf, and the tree possesses no 
true leaves. This is beneficial to the plant in 
times of drought. The phyllode is very often 
exactly like a gum leaf, as in the case of the 
Golden Wattle. Young Blackwoods always 
show the two kinds of leaves, the feathery 
leaves being borne at the end of the phyllodes. 
But as the tree becomes older, it gradually dis
penses with t he true leaves, and use the flat
t('ned leaf-stalks instead. 

The seed of the wattle has a very tough 
outer skin to protect it, and it is usually neces
sary for a bush fire to pass over a patch of 
scrub before the seeds in it will germinate, 
and spring up into plants. Seeds will sometimes 
be in the ground for years without germinat
ing, if conditions are unfavorable. The bark of 
seme acacias, particularly the Black Wattle, is 
very rich in tannin. Other species yield a 
valuable gum from their stems, while the 
blackwood is used extensively for timber. 

The most common wattle around Melbourne 
is the Silver Wattle, which is recognised by its 
silvery-white trunk, especially noticeable in 
young trees. Flowering in August and Septem-

'T r- r-
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ber, it beautifies the banks of creeks and rivers. 
The Blackwood is found in the hill gullies, 
where it sometimes grows to a great height. 
Its blossom is pale cream in colour, and the 
seed pods have a curious habit of twisting into 
odd shapes. 

(All correspondence should be addressed to Miss K 
E. ~lorau, Winter Street, Malvern. S.EA.) 

ENROLMENT OF LONE GUIDES. 

On Saturday monring, 11th of April, 25 
Lone Guides and Rangers were enrolled by the 
Head of Lones at St. Peter's, Eastern Hill. 
The Lones were in Melbourne for the Rally, 
and some had arrived that morning and s?me 
the night before. 

St. Peter's was the meeting place for Lones 
and their Guiders, and what a thrill it was for 
Guiders and Lones alike to meet there after 
months of Guiding by post. For many it was 
their first day in uniform. 

At 10 a.m. the Lones assembled in Horse
Shoe formation, and starting with the l'enewal 
of the Guide Promise by nine Lone Guides 
who had previously been enrolled by post, 
Miss Moran proceeded to enrol first the 
Guides and then the Rangers. After this came 
the presentation of service stars to Guides 
and Rangers, and two second-class badges were 
presenbd-one to a Lone Guide, and one to a 
Lone Ranger. Then a Patrol Leader received 
her stripes. The National Anthem was then 
Bung, and Lones were free to get ready for 
the Chief's Rally in the afternoon. H.B. 

1st BROADF ORD HAS A BIRTHDAY. 

On Wednesday, 29th April, we celebrated 
our sixth Birthday with a Tea Party and Com
munity Singing afterwards. 

We invited our District Commissioner, the 
President of our L.A., the hon. sec. of our L.A., 
Brown Owl, and Tawny Owl, as well as two 
Lone Rangers who were original members of 
our Company. The tables were gaily decorated 
with flowers and saxe blue streamers (being 
our Company colours). Different colored caps 
which were made by the mother of one of 
our P.L.'s made us look gay, too. 

Commissioner wished us many happy re
turns of the day, and thanked us for inviting 
all the visitors. On behalf of the Company 
one of our P .L.'s thanked our Commissioner 
for giving us such a lovely birthday cake, with 
six candles. 

Commissioner lighted the candles, and we 
turned out the electric lights for a little while, 

only having the light of the candles. Each 
guest was asked to blow only one candle out, 
and nobody disgraced herself by blowing out 
two. Our youngest Guide had the honour of 
cutting the cake. 

Afterwards we had commuity singing in aid 
of the Blind Appeal, and raised £2/6 /3 . During 
the evening several Guides danced. One Guide 
signalled "In aid of the Blind," while the rest 
of the company, each holding one letter up 
and turning around to face the audience when 
her letter was signalled, thus showing the audi
ence exactly what the message was. 

We hope everyone thoroughly enjoyed our 
birthday, and we are looking forward to 
another . one next year. 

A.K., 
P.L., 1st Broadford Co. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Dear Matilda, 
I wonder if we could have an outdoor 

sketching class (but we wouldn't call it 
"class") for Guides-maybe Rangers and Guid
ers, too. I have not done such a great deal of 
it myself, but I always want to do more, and 
I've found that it helps one in so many ways. 
It makes one ever so much more observant, 
more interested in buildings and keeping one's 
eyes open for likely "bits" to sketch; makes 
one ever so much more alive to the beauty 
arou::J.d one-beauty of form and color; it 
makes one more interested and more learned 
in Nature, and through all these-and more
brings one nearer to a realisation of God. Then 
there is the other side of it---the jolly side
all setting out with sketch books and pots of 
water! and finding the spot, discussing the 
best "angle" and the composition of one's 
sketch-and afterwards, all talking over the 
"efforts" and having them criticised. 

I'm sure there must be !::ome Guides who 
would enjoy the opportunity to create some
thing beautiful. Some day we might be able 
to hold an exhibition and sell some sketches 
for I.H.Q.'s Fund or something exciting like 
that! 

I don't know whether there is anyone more 
qualified than myself who might be able to 
help-I hope there is! I am not much good, but 
I studied for two years at the Adelaide School 
of Arts, and I've been in a drawing office for 
nearly eight years, so I might be able to do 
something. Also, I know a few artistic people 
who might come and help sometimes. 

The two main difficulties would be time and 
weather. Saturday afternoon would be the 
only time (except holidays), and as for wea
ther-well, if it was fine we could go-and if 
it was wet, we could go somewhere and study 
design, the beginnings of perspective and 
colour. . 

Perhaps Guiders could talk this over with 
their Guides and Rangers, and anyone inter
ested might write to me, so that " .. e could meet 
to discuss the possibilities. 

Yours, etc., 
RUTH DENNY, 
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A VISIT TO THE OBSERVATORY. 
Recently we paid a visit to the Obervatory, 

and the first and most important astronomical 
body we saw was the moon. As we look 
through the giant telescope, the features of 
the moon appear very rugged, and appear to 
be covered with a range of mountains which 
starts from the bottom and continues half 
way up. To the east of these is a crater 50 
miles wide, in the centre of which is a peak 
named Piko, which is 8000 feet higb. There are 
numerous other craters, all of them smaller 
than Piko. The moon is 240,000 miles away 
from the earth. It is very barren, and no form 
of human life or plant life has ever been dis
covered on it. The atmosphere is such that no 
human could live in it. 

Jupiter was the next object that we recog
nised. It is the biggest of the stars and is 
bigger than the earth, but looks so small be
cause it is four hundred million miles away. It 
is eleven times the size of the earth, and 
eighty-seven thousand miles in diameter. It is 
the shape of a perfect tennis ball, and has 
three moons which accompany it on its journey 
around the sun, which takes twelve years. The 
accompanying moons are not visible to the 
naked eye. 

The following Planet was Mars, which is 
sixty-five million miles away. Plant and human 
life would be able to live on this planet, but 
have never been seen, as there is no telescope 
powerful enough to see. . 

Of the Southern Cross, we only studied the 
Two stars, Alpha and Beta. The light coming 
from the former takes four and one-third 
years to reach the earth. 

A cluster of beautiful sparkling stars known 
as the Jewel Box delighted us with its variety 
of colours. None of these can be seen by the 
naked eye. 

The Milky Way is a wide strip of white
looking clouds thickly encrusted with dazzling 
dars. 

Sirius was quite the most beautiful of all 
the stars we saw. It resembled a flashing dia
mond, with blue and gold lights sparkling from 
it all the time. 

It was a wonderful night for those who were 
fortunate enough to be taken, and we hope it 
will be repeated again some time. 

D.F. (1st North Fitzroy) 

COUNTRY DANCE PARTY. 
By the courtesy of Miss Gilman Jones, a 

Country Dance Party is being held at Merton 
Hall 0,1 Saturday evening, July 25th, at 8 
p.m. 

The party is in aid of South-Western Di
visional funds. Admission, Guiders 9d., Guides 
6d . 

COMMISSIONERS' FAREWELL. 
On the afternoon of Wednesday, 17th June, 

a party was held at the Victoria League Rooms 
to give Commissioners an opportunity of say
ing goodbye to the State Commissioner. Forty
four Commissioners, members of the State 

Executive, and Heads of Departments, were 
present, and Lady Somers had a short talk 
with each one. 

Everyone enjoyed the gathering, and most 
managed to chat about district and division 
affairs, but over all was a feeling of sadness 
that it was the last meeting we would have 
with Lady Somers as our chief. 

Every Commissioner would have liked to 
express her feeling of intense gratitude and 
deep appreciation of all Lady Somers has don e 
for us and for Guiding, but words are inade
quate. We all know that true thanks for ser
vice such as Lady Somers has rendered to the 
Guide movement in Victoria can only be ex
pressed by a determination to do our best to 
keep the work that she has forwarded so 
greatly, moving on in the same high plane. 

C.M.B. 

THE FILING CABINET. 

Dear Guiders, 
I do want to t.hank you all so much for 

giving me the great pleasure of buying some
thing for Headquarters as a memento of my 
time spent there. 

Everyone in the Equipment Department at 
He~dquarters has always longed for a filin g 
cabmet, and now, through your g enerosity, it 
has been possible to buy one. It will be a tre
mendous help, I know, and will be very much. 
appreciated in the office. I do hope you will 
ask to see it the next time you are at Head 
quarters. 

Thank you also very much for the copy of 
Masefield 's poems, which I shall value special
ly as my own memento from you all; and for 
the very happy party we had together. 

Last but by no means least, I want to thank 
YOll so very much for your ve ry loyal co
operation while Miss Irving was away. 

With best wishes to you all, 
EDITH H. PURNELL. 

THE FAIRY QUEEN. 
It wasn't in the greenness of the garden 

That I found the Fairy Queen; 
And it wasn't in the magic of the mountains 

(Where they say her Court is seen); 
But I saw her in a main street at mid-day, 

With no moon-mist between. 

She wore no dewdrops for a diadem, 
Nor hollyhock for her gown; 

She had neither a pair of silver slippers, 
N or a sceptre nor a crown' 

But her smile lit: the lost light' of Fairyland 
In the main street of a town. 

Her carriage and her retinue of courtiers 
On no side could I see; 

There pealed no echoing elfin trumpet 
To proclaim her royalty; 

But her eyes held the shining of the star
dust, 

So I knew that it was she, "WOL" 
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