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MATILDA-JANUARY. 
The January issue of "Matilda" will appear 

on JANUARY 26th NOT JANUARY '16th, as 
usual. Contributions should reach the Editor 
not later than January 12th, 1932. 

LEADERSHIP. 
(Summary of an article in "The Council Fire.") 

Action can be divided, as it were, into three 
tcnses:-

I.-Conception. If a person conceives his 
objective clearly and fully, and the means that 
he is going to use to carry it out, he has prac
tically succeeded already. One needs to work 
out all the details of one's plan, adapted ac
cording to the range of possibility. 
. A Guider, in preparing her programme, must 
besides, having her ideal plan clearly before 
her, have also a clear understanding of the 
limits of time, space and circumstances, as 
well as the capacities of each individual con
cerned. 

2.-Execution. We must avoid being like 
the general who stalked over the battle field, 
rectifying a small error here, helping (or in
terfering?) with organisation there, and all 
the time forgetting that HIS job was to look 
after the army as a whole. This reminds us 
of the Guider who is wearing herself out try
ing to light the cookhouse fire while the "spirit 
of the camp" is languishing for need of her. 

One needs a decisive will·-the ability to 
make a decision quickly. A mediocre decision 
made at once is better than a perfect solution 
a week hence. 

The Guider's will and purpose are the stan
dard for the Company; a very ordinary man, 
if he concentrates all his powers upon one 
object, will get results which will seem miracu
lous to minds which may be quicker, but less 
ardent and loving. 

Some Guiders give up their original plans 
too easily. Perhaps the weather is not quite 
suitable-or she is a little behind in the pro
gramme-or the Guides don't seem inclined
and just because of something like that the 
best programme that was ever planned remains 
for ever just a note on paper. This is a sort 
of weakening on the part of the Guider, where
as a vigorous readjustment of things, what the 
French call "an act of faith and courage," 
would have surmounted the adverse circum
stances. 

Another aspect of Execution is the verifica
tion of orders one has giv~n. It is a mistake 
to think that, the order once given, one has no 
further responsibility about it. One must go 
and see about it oneself; and that is more 
difficult than to go and do the whole thing one
self! 

3.-Judgment. This is the third "tense" of 
action, and the germ of future better action. It 
consists in noticing the unexpected points 
which forced their way in. "We need continu
ally to readjust ourselves to the new reality 
created by new revelations." 

A Guider does not adopt, once and for all, a 
formula as a programme for a meeting, a hike, 
a camp. She is ready to change any system 
which has not proved its worth, or which bas 
had its day. "That which is not-so-good will al-

ways persist in any system; therefore, no sys
tem is good for long." We need great breadth 
of vision to be able to judge clearly, impar
tially, the quality of our work, and its results. 

(Translated and summarised by F.V.B.) 

GUIDES OF ALL THE WORLD. 
Notes from Lithuania. 

The Lithuanians cannot live apart from 
Nature, in which they find the inward glow tlf 
joy, and the peace which they yearn for. 

A wonderfully interesting training camp was 
recently held there, in a lovely forest region 
beside the Neiman River. Up till then, the 
leaders had been the girls of 15 to 20 years, 
but now older women have ceased to consider 
Guiding as something childish and useless, and, 
as well as the Guiders themselves, 85 women 
teachers volunteered to go into the Training 
Camp and learn all about Guiding and Brownie 
work. The programme was specially planned 
to help these teachers, and it was a marvellous 
moment when, at the last campfire, 30 of the 
teachers, with upraised arms, made the Guide 
Promise, with the sincere purpose of taking up 
the work for the benefit of the children in their 
charge. 
Czecho-Slovakia. 

President Masaryk, in his address of we!
come to the Guides and Scouts at the Scout 
Jamboree, said: 

"The word 'Scout' means that you are 'going 
ahead and gathering information'-the advance 
guard. In old days the advance guard spied 
out the enemy. To-day you are the advance 
guard of friends. But the task is the same
to educate oneself, to take care of oneself and 
of one's comrade. You have the ideal of peace 
foremost in your programme. Always and in 
all circumstances maintain your programme." 
Rally in Netherlands. 

The flags of the countries in which there are 
Guides were brought up in the alphabetic8l 
order of their Dutch names, while the Guides 
wore the uniform of the country they repl'e
sented. A Guide then went to the microphone 
and said: 

"In the hearts which are too young for hosti
lity lies the way to rescue when the ties of 
friendship span the world a new and glorious 
period will come. Let the children love one 
another, and struggles will cease. Disarm 
the heart--that means Peace. Under these 
emblems the daughters of the whole world 
meet, to say again their promise of Honour 
and Truth, Beauty and Friendship. What gifts 
they have in them." 

Then, as three Guides came on with the 
World Flag :-{'The flag of the Guides all 
over the world is the banner of friendship. We, 
children of this time, we shall bring: this fla~ 
of Honour, Beauty, Truth and Peace through
out our own country." 
Tenth Anniversary. 

This year the Norsk Speiderpikeforbund 
(Girl Guides of Norway) are holding their 
tenth anniversary. The first troop was formed 
in 1918, but it was not until 1921 that the 
various independent bands wished to form a 
national association. The Norsk Speidel'pike-

.... 

.. 
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forbund now has 3500 members, and together 
with the K.F.U.K. is represented on the World 
Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts. 

TO HIKE OR-. 

At the Campers' Conference Miss Campbell 
urged that now hiking has become popular 
with the general public, we should not use 
this term to describe a "field day," that is, a 
day spent in one spot cooking and doing Guide 
work. Such outings are excellent for Guide 
companies, but if called "hikes," are apt to 
give the impression that Guiding is a little 
feeble compared with the hiking clubs whose 
members travel many miles on a hike. 

When some of our Guides show that they 
know how to travel with as little equipment as 
possible, and how to carry it in the best way, 
the kind of shoes and stockings to wear if blis
ters are to be avoided, and when they have for
gotten how to grumble though "the road leads 
uphill," then let us "set out in good company," 
which means "to hike." Then our Guides may 
realise that eight (not four hundred) is the 
ideal number for a hiking party. 

Over four years ago, in "Matilda," Mrs. Leg
gatt stressed the difference between Field 
Days and Hikes. It is now more important 
than ever that we should make this distinction. 

LEARN TO SWIM "HERALD" 1932 DRIVE. 

Girl Guides are taught many useful things 
so that they will be prepared for all emer
gencies. Unless they can swim, however, they 
are not fully equipped to render service to 
others. 

The fourth drive of the "Herald" Learn-to
Swim campaign has been launched. In three 
years, this movement, which aims at checking 
the appalling annual loss of life by drowning, 
has been responsible for 35,000 being taught 
to swim efficiently. 

Following a suggestion by the Lord Mayor 
of Melbourne (Cr. Gengoult Smith) a deter
mined effol't is being made to bring the num
ber of successful pupils to 50,000 during the 
coming season. 

The period of instruction will be dUl'
ing January. Those who cannot swim 
will have a splendid opportunity to learn 
this summer, and those who are good swim· 
mel'S will be able to help by instructing others. 

Instructors will receive diplomas setting out 
the number taught to swim, and every succeS3-
ful pupil will be given an attractive certificate. 

Girl Guides interested in this community ser
vice should ask their Guider to make arrange
ments for .them to receive instruction. 

MISS A. C. CONOLE 
(Hon. Associate, R.L.S.S.) 

Teacher of Swimming and Life-Saving 

363 Bay Street, Fee 
Port Melbourne, S.C.7. Moderate. 

COMING OF AGE. 
The following is an extract from the repor t 

of the October meeting of the Imperial Head
quarters' Executive Committee. 

"The question of holding the Masque of 
Guiding next May was carefully considered in 
view of the economic condition of the country. 
Since representations had been made pointing 
out how heavy a burden would be placed on 
local Guide authorities by the efforts to raise 
funds for rehearsals and to send the children 
to London it was decided to postpone the 
Masque, although plans for holding Guide Sun
day would be proceeded with. It was also sug
gested that, in the week preceding Guide Sun
day, every member of the Local Association 
should make a special effort to lend a hand 
for the National good. It was hoped to pro
duce the Masque at the earliest date possible." 

The Chief Guide, in a letter in the same 
issue, writes: "In view of the economically de
pressed condition of the Empire just now, we 
have reluctantly come to the conclusion that 
we ought to postpone our Girl Guide Re-union, 
which was being planned to mark the Com
ing-of-Age of the Movement next year." 

Although there would no doubt have been a 
loyal endeavour to respond to the idea, the 
effort to command the necessary travelling 
funds woul~ have put a severe strain on 
everybody under the present unfortunate con
ditions. 

We have thought it better, therefore, merely 
to mark the occasion with inexpensive local 
rallies in 1932, and to put off the greater 
event till we can celebrate the completion of a 
quarter of a century of existence." 

This will naturally be a disappointment to a 
number of Australian Guides and Guiders who 
were planning to go to England for the Com
ing-of Age celebrations, but now they will 
be able to save even more money and go in 
1936. 

CAMPERS' FIELD DAY. 
On Saturday, November 28th, about thirty 

Guidel's holding the Campers' Licence, Indoor 
Camp Test or Quartermaster Test, met at 
"Hethersett," Burwood, by courtesy of Mrs. 
Andrews, for the annual conference and fieid 
day. 

In the morning we renewed our acquaintance 
with that veteran camper-Bella the bell tent, 
while Miss Barfus demonstrated the method 
of converting greasy water into a liquid of 
crystal-like purity by means of a Merrilees 
grease pit. 

At the conference session after lunch, Miss 
Purnell welcomed the Guiders, and many camp
crafty problems were discussed. Miss Purnell 
stressed the necessity for even greater vigi
lance than usual about snakes, as they are 
very prevalent this season. 

It was the opinion of the majority of Guid
ers that we should wear regulation camp hats 
mther than straw beach hats. 

Miss Hayman described how to work a 
grease pit under the cookhouse fire, but it was 
agreed that this was unsuitable for Australian 
conditions. 

A report of Miss Campbell's remarks on 
Hiking appear elsewhere in this issue. 
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OUR BROWNIE PAGE 
• 

Anything may happen, 

And let each one of us SEE THAT IT DOES. 

HE~LTH-A W AimING. 

Brown Owl, take heed, this Christmas time, 
When eating sumptuous fare, 
Remember Packs must still be l'un, 
And you must still be there. 
You've surely heard that sad, sad tale 
Of little Billy Blair, 
Who ate too much, and never more 
Could rise up from his chair. 

And think how sad Brownies would be 
If Brown Owl could not stoop 
And play and run and laugh and talk 
Through drinking too much soup! 
So when you're eating good old duck 
And wondering what's to come, 
Beware, take heed, don't eat too much! 
Remember, Packs must be run! 

INTELLIGE CEo 

Greetings-
Here's to you and yours, 
Not forgetting us and ours; 
And if ever you and yours 

V.H.-M .. J. 

Can write a "smile" for us and ours, 
Us and ours will be so glad 
To hear from you and yours. 

In return ,if you and yours 
Teed the help of us and ours 

You and yourselves need only 
Send your doubts to us and ours, 
And us and ours will do 
The very best we can for 
You and yours. 

THE WISEACRE GNOME AND CO. 

HA DCRAFTS. 

As the Brownies make their handcrafts. 
Do you think this as you teach, 
That Christmas is the very time 
To practise what you preach? 
And here is an idea or two 
That still may useful be, 
To put in someone's stocking, 
Or hang on a Christmas Tree. 

Instead of buying bonbons 
Get handkerchiefs, perhaps, 
And twine them into bonbon shapes 
With sweets and paper caps. 
Of course, Brown Owls won't buy the caps
They're clever as the elves! 
They'll simply buy crepe paper 
And make it up themselves! 

SERVICE. 

Dear Brown Owl, may your Christmas 
Like Brownie Smiles be bright, 
And may you greet your dinner 
With a Brownie appetite. 
The good old roasted turkey 
Be not too tough to chew, 
And threepence from the pudding 
Turn up in front of you. 

But Brown Owl after dinner 
Please do not go to sleep 
But in your mental larder 
Just take a little peep, 
We're sure t here must be something 
If you'll but closely peel', 
For other Brownie Guiders 
1'0 digest this coming year- . 

-M.J. 

So Send it to "Matilda." -E.T. 
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THE WORLD SESSION OF THE WORLD 
COMMITTEE. 

The Fourth Session of the World Committee 
was held in Madame Morel's delightful home 
at Boitsfort, neal' Brussels, from the 29th June 
to the 4th July, 1931. 

The members on the Committee gathered 
from East, West, North and South. Mrs. Stor
row, Chairman from the United States of 
America, Mademoiselle Beley from France, 
Mrs. Houison Crauford from Scotland, Mrs. 
Mark Kerr from England, Miss Piepers from 
the Netherlands, Mrs. Warren from Canada, 
Madame Malkowska (who took the place 01 
Fru Odencrants, who has resigned) from 
Poland, and Miss Lindenmeyer (who filled 
Miss Parm's place) from Hungary. 

We had most joyous meetings, and the work 
of the W orId Association seems to have ad
vanced miraculously. 

The Austrian Pfadfind.erinnen Bund, the 
Egyptian Girl Guides, and the Irish Free State 
Girl Guides are recognised as members of the 
World Association. Liberia can no longer be 
recognised because, as no news has been re
ceived of the Girl Guides there for some two 
years, we assume that they have ceased to 
exist. 

The name of the World Chalet is to be "Our 
Chalet," "Our" being translated into the lan
guage of the girls who use it. The Chalet is 
to be opened by the Chiefs in June, 1932, when 
the Fifth Session of the World Committee is 
to be held at Adelboden. And there are to 
be International Guide Trainings at Our Chalet 
as well as a special "Quo Vadis Council," to be 
formed of experienced trainers from different 
countries who are to study the future of Guid
ing and Girl Scouting. A Training Sub-Com
mittee was appointed consisting of Mademoi
selle Beley, Mrs. KelT and Madame Malkow
ska, who will be responsible for training at 
Our Chalet. 

The Committee was delighted to hear that 
Belgium, France and Sweden, in each of which 
there are two associations, had appointed Joint 
Councils for international purposes. 

It was agreed that a World Song Book should 
be published by the World Bureau, and also a 
pamphlet in English, French and German, 
showing the Aims and Ideals of the Movemen~. 
The second Biennial Report, which will be pub
lished in 1932, will contain all the Laws and 
PL'omises and other information regarding 
each branch of the Movement in all countries. 
It was also agreed that only those countries 
which are members of the World Association 
should be invited to send delegates to the next 
World Conference, of which Madame Hubicka 
was appointed to be Chairman, and Madame 
Malkowska to be Vice-Chairman. Both these 
had been recommended by Poland. 

A ceremony took place before the members 
of the Committee dispersed on the 4th July. 
The Chairman, on behalf of the Committee, 
decorated the Director of the World Burea:l 
with a beautiful large silk-covered silver-trout 
Poisson d'Avril, in recognition of her services. 

There was one sad blank in the Session, and 
that was made by the Chiefs not being present. 

They were on the high seas on their way back 
from South Africa, and were therefore unable 
to attend. 

This account of the Committee's doings 
would not be complete without a short allusion 
to entertainments provided by the Guides 
themselves. On Sunday, June 28th, the Ghl 
Guides of Belgique had a Rally at Boitsfort. It 
was a splendid demonstration of the appeal of 
Guiding, and it set the Committee off with the 
children inspiring all the paper-work which 
had to be done. And on the 1st July L' Associa
tion CathoJ,ique des Guides Belges invited the 
inembers of the World Committee to supper 
at the Cenacle where they spent a delightful 
evening, entertained at a Camp Fire by the 
Rangers, Guides and Brownies belonging t o 
this association. 

Endless kindnesses were shown to the mem
bers of the Committee by friends of the Bel
gian Movement, and they profited much by see
ing a little of the wonderful Child Welfare 
Work in which Belgium is leading. 

Needless to say, before leaving Boitsfort, ail 
the members of the World Committee and of 
the staff of the World Bureau, expressed their 
great gratitude to Madame Morel and to the 
members of her family, all of whom had done 
so much to make the Session a success. 

The World Bureau Uniform. 
The World Committee has recently approved 

a uniform for the staff of the World Bureau. 
This consists of a coat and skirt of grey blue 
cloth, with plain felt hat to match, grey stock
ings and black shoes, bright blue shirt, black 
tie and bright blue trefoil badge enclosed 
within a circle. This badge was made by the 
Norsk Speiderpikeforbund. A blue coat-frock 
in cotton, or other thin material, is also ap
proved. On very official occasions a bright blue 
cloth armlet embroidered with a gold trefoil 
is to be worn on the left arm. 

HIKING. 
Hints for Hikers. 

Guiders who find it difficult to arrange an in
teresting and "successful", hike may be inter
ested in the following extract, taken from 
Ernest Thompson Seton's "The Book of Wood
craft"-a most interesting and illuminating 
book, which would be a help to every Guider to 
read: 

One-Day Hikes.-I think it is a good rule in 
hiking never to set out with the determination 
that you are going to show how HARDY you 
are. It is as bad as setting out to show how 
SMART you are . . .. Do not set out to make 
a record . . .. Set out on your hike determined 
to BE MODERATE. That is take FEW fel
lows; not more than a dozen; plan a MODE
RATE trip, of which not more than half the 
time must be consumed in going and coming. 

"For example: If it is Saturday afternoon, 
and you must be home by 6 o'clock, having 
thus four hours, I should divide it in two 
hours' travel, going and coming, and two hours' 
exploration. Three miles is a moderate walk 
for one hour, so that should be the limit of 
distance that ordinarily you t.ramp from your 
starting point. At 5 o'clock all hands should . 
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gird up their loins and face homeward:
"These are some rules I have found good in 

hiking:-
'."Do not go in new shoes. Be sure your toe

naIls and corns are well pared before going. 
"Do not take any very little or weak fellows. 
"Be prepared for rain. Take a pair of dry 

socks. 
"Travel Indian file in woods, and double In

dian file in roads. 
"Tak~ a book of woodcraft along. Always 

have wIt.h you a rule and tape line, a knif~, 
some strmg, and some matches. Take a com
pass, and sometimes a pocket level. Take a 
map, preferably a topographical survey. Take 
a note-book and pencil. 

"Do not waste time over things you can do 
as well, or better, at home. And last, and 
most important, it is wise to SET OUT WITh 
AN OBJECT. 

"Here are samples of the ideas I have found 
useful as objects for a short hike in Winter:-

"To determine that hard maple (or other 
timber) does or does not grow in such woods. 
To prove that a certain road runs north and 
south. To decide whether the valley is or is 
not higher than the one across t he divide. To 
prove that this or that hill is higher than such 
a one. To get any winter fungi. To look for 
evergreen fern. . .. To get wood for rubbing 
sticks, or for a fire-bow. To get, each, 100 
straight rods, 30 inches long, to make Indian 
bed .... 

If there is snow, to take, by the tracks, a 
census of a given woods, making full-size 
drawings of each track-that is, four tracks, 
one for each foot; and also give the distance 
to the next set. 

"If there is snow, to determine whether there 
are any skunk doos in the woods, by following 
every skunk trail until it brings you to its 
owner's home. 

"Now be it remembered that, though I always 
set out with an object, I find it wise to 
CHANGE, whenever, after I get there, some 
much more alluring pursuit or opportunity 
turns up. Anyone who sticks to a plan, mere
ly because he started that way, when it turns 
out to be far from Hie best, is not only unwise, 
he is stupid and obstinate." 

NOTE.-Many of the above suggestions 
could not be followed in our country, but will 
give ideas for alternatives that would suit. 

-F.V.B. 

SWIMMING. 
In addition to the previous list published in 

October we are able to record the following 
successes. 

Bronze Medallion.-Miss N. Thewlis, Miss 
F. Martin, Miss D. Curtis, Miss M. Curtis. 

Hon. Instructor's Certificate.-Miss T. Mul
lin. 

F. V. BARFUS. 

FOR SALE. 
One Guider's uniform, bust about 36 inches, 

price £4, or offer.-ApplY MISS PHYLLIS 
CLAY, 90 William Street, Melbourne, C.l. 

PATROL EMBLEMS (Continued). 

The Thistle. 
The variety of thistle most oe2n used as 

a Patrol emblem is the so-called Scotch Thistle 
the N ation~l fl?wer .of Scotland. Strangely 
enough, thIS thIstle IS far more common in 
England than in Scotland, though it has been 
the s~mbol of the latter country since befol'e 
the mIddle of the 15th Century. It is the most 
abundant of the thistle tribe, and may be 
lvoked for by waysides, and on waste lands. 
A good feature of this thistle is that it is an 
annual, and therefOl:e is more easily eradicated 
when it becomes a nuisance to the farmer 

Growing to a height of from three to four 
feet, its stem branches freely, but keeps its 
erect character. The leaves are narrow cut 
!nto numerous lobes, and very prickly. 'This 
IS ~he plant's wa~ of defending itself, es
pt Clally from grazmg animals. The stem is 
thickly clothed with those portions of the leaf 
that run for some distance down it. 

If a thistle is picked, it will be thought at 
first sight that it is a single flower. But 
closer observation will show that it is really a 
group of flowers-a compound flower head
made up of many separate blossoms or floret", 
a 'oj they are called. These small flowers found 
that by grouping themselves together in a flat 
head, they. succeeded much better in attracting 
th!' attentIon of fertilising insects. This is a 
feature. peculiar: to all me~bers of the large 
composlbe famIly, of which the daisy and 
thistle are typical examples. 

In the Scotch thistle, the whole flower-head 
~'esembles a single large purple blossom, which 
1'3 surrounded on the outside by numerous 
green leaves called bracts, These bracts pro
tect the unopened head in its early stages like 
the calyx does in the ordinary single flower: and 
serve to keep off unwanted insects. Inside this 
ring of green bracts are the florets all of 
which are sil~ilar. Each has a tiny calyx. 
hardly recognIsable as such, made up of fea
thery hairs which cap the seed-box, and later 
enable the seed to be blown away. Within this 
calyx the floret has a purple corolla of five 
petals united in a tube. Then there are the 
five united stamens or pollen-bearers, and h 
the centre the seed-box, with its single seed. 

The fruits of the thistle, like most other 
composites, are crowned by the feather-like 
hairs which represent the calyx, and float 
on the breeze as thistledown. In this way 
thistles spread very rapidly. Goldfinches are 
very fond of eating thistle seeds, and it is a 
common sight to see one or two of these pretty 
birds with scal'let faces and yellow marked 
wings hovering over the ripe heads. 

In Australia the thistle is regarded as a 
weed, being an introduced plant. A weed is 
a plant out of place. 
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RANGER NEWS. 
Dear Matilda, 

We thought we would try a suggestion for 
a change of programme, so we arranged a 
Camp Fire Night. It was such a success that 
we thought you would like to hear about it. 

To begin with, the night was perfect. 
Twenty-one Rangers assembled outside our 
Captain's home, armed with groundsheets, 
dixies, a milk-can, mugs and biscuits, and then 
went to a chosen, secluded spot on the cliff", 
overlooking Port Phillip Bay. 

On arrival we opened with an appropriate 
Reading and Great Thought. Two people started 
the fire, while the rest of us had a race to the 
end of the pier and back. When we returned, 
the fire was burning brightly, and we all sat 
around and had a good old sing-song, while the 
mosquitoes enjoyed their supper. Soon the 
dixie began to sing, and the Rangers fiJeJ 
around with their mugs. While we enjoyed 
our cocoa and biscuits, one of our number en
tel·tained us with stories of Christopher Robin. 

As all good things must come to an end, the 
time all too soon arrived for our departur':l, 
and we leave with you this last picture. In the 
stillness of the evening hour around the dying 
camp fire, with the sound of the lapping water 
and the soft gleam of the stars, we sang Taps 
and quietly wended our way across the cliffs 
back to the round. Yours, etc., 

1st HAMPTON RANGERS. 

READING FROM THE BOOK OF NATURE. 
(Extracts from the Nature Page of the Coun

cil Fire.) 
Aim.-Our aim in woodcraft is to give the 

child something which will help her to satisfy 
her natural love of adventure. To do this we 
must arouse in her a desire to explore the 
world "Out-of-Doors," and teach her how to 
observe all that lies there awaiting discovery. 

The Chief Scout has said: "It (woodcraft) i;; 
the power that is common to all primitive 
tribes of men of reading from the book of 
Nature." 

Instead of teaching our Guides to read for 
themselves, too often we expect them to sit 
down while we read aloud to them. 

Methods.-We have first to arouse the child's 
interest, and to do this we must start with 
something she is sure to enjoy. Fires, for in
stance--all children love fires, as witness the 
garden bonfire, which is always a centre of at
traction. 

Part of the English Second Class Test is; 
"Lay and light a fire, using not more than two 
matches." If a Guide is to become an expert 
firelighter, she must know the right wood to 
use, and where to find it. She must know the 
look of different twigs and branches, even 
without their leaves. Otherwise she may bring 
in elm or elder, and find she needs far more 
than two maLches before the fire will light. 
Her interest may be stimulated with puzzles 
about trees, such as: 

"Have you noticed which made most growth 
last year-the oak or the ash?" A hint may be 
given that the answer can be found by study
ing the twigs. The question-"Do bees go to 
any tree flowers?" leads to the discovel'y that 

all trees have flowers, often a great surprise 
to the new explorer ..... . 

The Tenderfoot gets l\er first lesson in 
caring for the countryside from her patrol 
leader, given by remarks such as the folIow
ing:-

"We must not make our fire here--it might 
set that gorse bush alight." "I will show you 
how to take up a sod before we lay our fire, so 
that we can replace it, and leave all tidy when 
we go." "Let us put all our things together, 
and be careful to see that no paper flies about." 
"Be sure you do not break any branches and 
leave them hanging from the tree" .... 
lletween Meetings. 

There are many things which the Guides can 
do by themselves in between meetings of the 
Company. Each patral can be given different 
kinds of food for the birds, and can bring to 
the company meetings their observations as to 
what birds they have seen, and how and what 
they are. 

Another good way of encouraging Guides to 
study woodcraft is to give each patrol a piece 
df ground. In towns part of a public park can 
be allotted. They can explore this during tWI) 
or three months, and make notes of all the 
things growing on it, of what coloured flowers 
the insects like, of what living creatures may 
be found on it, and of their habits. While 
doing this the Guides begin, too, to take special 
care to protect all life on "their land." 

Patrol competitions also arouse great inter
est and real study. A good one necessitates 
the finding by each patrol of a complete tree 
family, i.e., leaf, twig, flower, fruit and bark ... 
The first patrol to do this wins the competi
tion ..... 

In all we do we must keep very clearly before 
us that our aim is to make the Guides WANT 
to know, and to show them how to make dis
coveries for themselves. To "pick" and "press" 
is not the object of woodcraft. It is rather 
to "watch" and to "discover" and to "wonder"! 

N. BEWLEY, 
British G.G. Association. 

EARL Y COMPANIES IN VICTORIA. 
Revised List. 

1920. 
30th March.-1st Heidelberg. 
24th May.-1st Skipton. 

1921. 

November.-1st Malvern (1st Toorak Col
lege) . 

10th June.-1st Geelong (C.E.G.G.S.). 
March.-3rd Malvern (Holy Advent). 

1922. 
8th May.-1st Hawthorn. 

24th May.-1st Maldon. 
June.-1st Kyneton. 
July.-3rd Camberwell. 

2nd August.-1st Bendigo. 
September.-1st Essendon. 

1st Coleraine. 
4th October.-2nd Ballarat. 

3rd Ballarat. 
1923. 
14th February.-1st Carlton. 
19th February.-1st Fitzroy. 

Febl'uary.-1st Hamilton. 
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14th March.--4th Malvern. 
March.-1st Kerang. 
ApriL-1st Healesville. 

14th ApriL-1st Gardiner. 
May.-1st St. Arnaud. 
May.-1st Richmond. 
May.-1st Mildura. 
June.-2nd Mildura. 
June.-2nd Hawthorn. 

11th June.-1st Derrinallum. 
10th July.-1st Surrey Hills. 

July.-1st St. Kilda. 
August.-1st Toorak. 

10th August.-3rd Hawthorn. 
28th August.-1st Sale. 
2nd August.-1st Canterbury. 

December.-2nd Fitzroy. ( 
S. H. IRVING, State Secretary. 

TRAINING. 
The 231'd Victorian Training Week will be 

held at Morongo Presbyterian Girls' College, 
Geelong, from 29th December to 6th January 
inclusive. Miss Bush will be in charge of the 
Training as, owing to illness, Miss Sinclair is 
unable to do so. 

As very few applications were received for 
the Brownie TI'aining Week planned to be held 
fl'om the 7th to 14th January, it is impossible 
to hold this sepal'ately, but a week for Brownie 
Guiders will now be held instead, at the same 
time as the Training Week (29th December to 
6th January inclusive) in charge of Miss 
Paling. 

There are still vacancies for both the Train· 
ing Week and the Brownie Trai!lin&". The fee 
is 30 / - for either week, and appllcatlOns should 
be made at once to the Secretary, Training 
Department, enclosing 5/- deposit. 

M. E. BUSH, 
Commissioner for Training. 

PROFICIENCY BADGES FOR RANGERS. 

Rule 38, R.P. & O. 1931, page 80, says:
Ranger Proficiency Badges "may be worn only 
by Rangers or First Class Guides over 16. 
Rangers may enter for Guid,e Badges as well. 
When both the elementary and the advanced 
badges have been won, only the advanced 
badges should be worn. 

District Badge Secretaries, Examiners, and 
Guiders are reminded that when Rangers do 
Proficiency Badges it should be marked on the 
certificate whether the Guide or Ranger sylla
bus was done. 

If Proficiency badge certificates for Rangers 
come in we usually issue Guide Badges unless 
"Ranger" is specified on the certificate. 

S. H. IRVING. 

WARRANTS. 
Brown Owls. 
3rd Camberwell-Miss M. G. Willetts. 
3rd Northcote- Miss R. Hawksford. 
1st Orrvale-Miss I. Pearse. 
1st Shepparton- Miss M. C. Northcott. 
Tawny Owl. 
ard Northcote-Miss I. Nicol. 
Captains. 

1st Beechworth ........ Miss D. Edwards 

1st Bendigo .. .. .. .. Miss M. Henderson 
1st Berwick ...... .. Miss G. Pennefather 
1st Brighton .. .. .. .. .. Miss W. Lucas 
1st Casterton .......... Miss W. Finlay 
1st Heywood .. .... .... Miss D. Everett 
1st Pakenham ... . ...... Miss N. Vyner 

Lieutenants. 
1st Armadale .. . . .. .. .. .. Miss B. Greer 
1a Brighton .. .. .. .. Miss Alice Kelson 
1st Casterton ........ Miss M. O. Ohlson 
6th Hawthorn ........ Miss Jean Ware 
1st Fairfield .. .. .. .. .. Miss J. Cameron 
1st Heywood .. .. .. .. . . Miss R. Smith 
1st Heywood ..... .... . Miss F. Everett 
3rd Northcote .. . . .. Miss O. Hawksford 

Ranger Captain . 
1st Ararat .. .. .. .. . ... Miss G. Foster 
1st Digby . . .. .. .. Miss C. M. Cornelius 
Fitzroy District .. .. .. Miss C. Broadhur6t 
Malvern District .... Miss S. J. J. Lambert 
2nd Parkville .. .. .. .. Miss M. Russell 
1st Seymour .. .. .. .. .. .. Mrs. Russell 

Ranger Lieutenants. 
1st Digby .. .. .. .. Miss A. M. Burges'! 
St. Kilda District .. .. Miss E. A. Linton 

APPOINTMENTS. 
Division Commissioner. 

South Eastern Suburbs--Miss C. M. O. Brown, 
19 Mercer Road, S.E.3. 

District Commissioner. 
Preston-Miss C. Broadhurst. 457 St. Kilda 

Road, S.C.2. 
Secretaries. 

Division: 
Burwood and Camberwell-Mrs. Slattery, Fai.--

mont Avenue, E.6. 
District. 
Clunes-Mrs. McClennon, George St., Clunes. 
Swan Hill-Miss J. Gillespie, McCrae St., 

Swan Hill. 

REGISTRATIONS. 
Packs. 

2nd Ararat. 
1st Donald. 
2nd Donald. 
1st Echuca. 
1st Marybol'ough. 
31'd Richmond. 
1st Rosebud. 

Companies. 
2nd Armadale. 
1st Barwon Heads. 
1st Glengarry (Mounted). 
1st Kaniva. 
10th Malvern. 
1st Rosedale. 

Ranger Companies. 
1st Camperdown. 
2nd Hawthorn. 
1st Geelong Cadet Ranger!;:. 

Ranger Patrol. 
1st South Yarra. 

3rc! March.-1st Wonthaggi. 

[Owing to lack of space, "Camp Beds-A., 
Appreciation" is left ovel' till next issue.] 
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