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2 MATILDA. 
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January, 1932: 

LOOKING FORWARD. 

As this is the January issue of "Matilda," I 
am writing to send all members of the Girl 
Guides Association in V~ctoria my best wishes 
for the New Year. I hope that it will be both 
happy and prosperous. It has already started 
propitiously by the holding of various success
ful camps in several parts of the State. 

A number of you have already heard of 
Lady Somer's two cables to us; but "Matilda" 
is the only way by which we can let you all 
know of them. The first ran: "All happiness 
and gcod camping., New Year, Victorian 
Guides.-Finola Somers"; and the second, 
"Thrilled with Guide report. Many congratula
tions on wonderful progress.-Finola Somers." 
It was very nice to get them, and to know that 
she was thinking of us, and we cabled thanl~s 
from us all in reply . 

Last year we had a very good year. We had 
the great pleasure of a visit from the Chief 
Scout and tha Chief Guide, and as a result of 
the enthusiasn. caused by their visit, we had a 
considerable glowth in our numbers, which 
rose from 6852 t o 9819, and I think we pro
gressed in many other ways. I hope that we 
all have the same happy progress this year. 

SIBYL CHAUVF.L. 

"GROWING PAINS." 

"There, there, dearie! Just you tell Nannii! 
all about it," said Nurse, as she tucked her 
tear-stained and disgruntled little girl into 
bed. 

Everything had gone wrong all day. Every
one was horrid. Pam hated them all. Yet she 
couldn't tell anyone, even Mother, why she had 
been so rude to Granny, or teased the baby, 
or been so disobedient when Daddy asked hel' 
to do something for him! Quite inarticulate, 
she sobbed herself to sleep. "She's gettine
such a big girl, too," said Mother, when she 
came into Pamela's room half an hour later. 

"It's growing pains, that's what it is," said 
Nurse, nodding her head wisely. 

"Growing pains," thought Mother to herself. 
"I wonder if we ever really outgrow them
any of us. It's a big adventure, this growing-up 
business. There's Pam-and fourteen-year-old 
Helen-and Norah-they all have them; in 
fact, I'm not sure I don't feel a twinge myself 
now and again. I wish I understood more about 
it, so that I could help them-" 

How often have we as Guiders felt the same 
thing! Just a little more understanding of the 
causes of the particular Growing Pains so 
common to so many of our Brownies and 
Guides-yes, and Rangers too-what a help it 
would be-what mistakes it would save! 

Many a Pamela comes into the Brownie 
Pack, a self-assertive, boastful little eight
year-old, always wanting to be first, inclined 
to tease smaller people, raising obstacles to 
any suggestion from Brown Owl. 

At home she feels herself a very important 
person. All she says or does good or bad is 
magnified. She is badly needing the wider 
circle of interest and activity that the Pack 

olfers. She is just beiinnin~ to realise her
self in relation to other children, and will learn 
far more from them than from Grown-ups. 

What she needs most is a "wise and studied 
neglect." This neglect is more apparent than 
real. Brown Owl is, of course, a very far
sighted person. But she realises that at this 
stage Brownies should be free to work out 
their own activities-with as little grown-up 
interference as possible, even if arguments and 
quarrels arise. 

Brown Owl knows, too, the value of Sugges
tion at this stage. She withdraws prohibitions 
when possible, and gives scope for all kinds of 
activity. "Don't say 'don't,' say 'do'," is her 
motto. The disobedient child when given plenty 
of things she may do becomes happily active. 
If her play life is full and varied, the Brownie 
will "show off" less and less. Self-assertive 
tendencies are best got rid of in Group play. 
They are the Growing Pains, making the tran
sition from the pure dependency of early child
hood to the growing craving for independence 
from control so necessary to latC'r social life. 

Games encouraging the Six spirit--free play 
in Sixes-Acting- the use of Pack ceremonial 
- and growing Pack traditions, all help to d(!
velop the growing social sense. 

Helen is a Tenderfoot in a new Guide Com
pany. Se is ,inclined to be "cheeky"-she is 
most untidy in her appearance, unpunctual, 
easily tired of any occupation, and most uncon
trolled. In camp she proves one of those 
helpless people who run from job to job accom
plishing nothing. Growing pains again. 

The Guide Captain having borne with Helen 
for some months. decides to talk over the 
problem with her Lieutenant. 

They come to the conclusion that possibly 
the root of the trouble with Helen is a feeling 
of inferiority. Her "cheekiness" is assumed a3 
a cloak to hide her real shyness- a misguided 
attempt to "keep her end up." They decided 
t.o try and show by yarns and personal exam
ple that independence is not demonstrated by 
rudeness. In all dealing-s with Helen they 
are careful to be specially courteous--and 
Company Ceremonial is stressed, and Helen 
g iven a share in it whenever possible. 

By praising any g-ood points- a well cleaned 
badge, well brushed shoes, some pride in per
sonal appearance is gradually developed. 

Competitions in which neatness and punc
tuality helped to gain points for the Patrol 
gradually help to grow habits of self-respect, 
and to train the social sense. 

A small "Company Job" was given to Helen, 
with the result that, f eeling herself trusted, 
gradually (after repeated lapses) she became 
worthy of trust. Helen felt that ,her effort1" 
were aopreciated-in fact, that she "counted" 
in the Companv, and even the peeling- of "pota
toes in camp helped to develop that "stick-at 
ability" which "he so sorely needed. She began 
to live as she had never lived before, her olJ 
boredom and inertia dropped away as new in
terests and new powers developed. Hobbies--a 
growing love of Beauty. and the JOYS of Open 
Air life helped hel: to outgrow the growing 
pains whil'h were impeding her development. 

Norah is eighteen, and a Rang-er now. She 
has been working for some months at a fac-
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tory, sticking labels on to jam jars all day 
long. Is it any wonder that at Company meet
ing she feels she must let off steam or burst! 

"Noisy and uncontrolled" said a visitor. The 
Ranger Captain smiled. "Growing pains," she 
murmured. Folk dancing, some good Team 
games, and Norah was ready for the evening'3 
work. She was hoping to get her Sick Nurse 
badge. There was nothing rough or uncon
trolled about her bandaging! 

When it came to camp fire and yarns, it was 
Norah who somehow contrived to sit next t o 
Captain. It was easy to see the hero-worship 
in her eyes. 

Here is a grOWing pain- and often a painful 
one that all Guiders meet sooner or later. 

Quite young Guiders are often naturally 
flattered to find themselves the object of this 
blind. admiration, and play with the idea. Per
sonal magnetism seems the easiest, but is a 
dangerous tool to trust to in Company man
agement. 

Older Guiders, on the other hand, may look 
to this ready response and hero-worship to 
supply their own unconscious craving for a 
fuller emotional life. Both need to be made 
aware that the wealth of affection offered must 
be taken and at the right moment transferred. 
This is but a stage of Development-an adoles
cent growing pain. 

The attitude of the older woman is all im
portant. Understanding sympathy, and the 
offer of genuine friendship, keep the balance 
healthy. Unhealthy friendship involving strong 
emotional feeling without proper outlets are 
most dangerous at this stage. Sentimental 
songs and sentimental camp-fire ceremonies 
are all against the "open air" atmosphere of 
Guide Tradition. We need to differentiate be
tween sentiment and sentimentality. 

At the Rangel' age ideals of life are formed, 
and those we love play a large part in their 
projection and formation. Guiders, our re
sponsibility is in proportion to our privileges. 

"Growing Up," to misquote Sir James Bar· 
rie, is an awfully Big Adventure for all of us
but as older sisters, isn't it enormously worth 
while if you and I can help to ease a few of 
the Growing Pains we all meet on the way? 
Jan. 16, 1932. O.C. 

CAMPING. 

Over 800 Guides have camped in Victoria in 
December and January, and everyone, Guides 
and Guiders, have seemingly enjoyed their days 
and nights in the open, most of them living in 
tents for the first time in their lives. 

A guide camp should endeavour to show its 
folk the wonder of the outside world, and 
should be a real holiday; one's impl'ession of 
seme 18 camps has been that these two objects 
have REALLY been achieved. 

Most of the metropolitan companies have 
camped on the Mornington Peninsula, and in 
the Eltham and Warrandyte districts, while 
other camps have been held at Kerang, Broad
ford, Macedon, Hamilton, Wartook, Ocean 
Grove and Derrinallum. All the sites have 
had their own particular charm, whether it 

was the wide distance of the sea, the timbe1'ed 
banks of the Yana, 01' the glorious open view 
from the top of a hill, which does not, pe1'haps, 
sound ideal from the point of view of tents in 
the wind, but it was not as wind-swept a s 
might appear, after all, tents DO settle in, and 
if our earliest ancestors lived happily in 
abodes of this shape and plan, we should be 
able to make them habitable, and stand fOl' 
an all-too-short week in any weather. 

Campers' activities, besides birding (it IS 
a bit exciting to have to refrain from burning 
gorse in a wee gully on the site because there 
are two blue wren's nests in it, and to be 
swimming under a nest belonging to another 
blue wren family). Sta1'ring, swimming, walk
ing, feeding and sleeping have ranged from 
cricket to sandbuildings. 

It has been so delightful to meet a numbe1' of 
country Guiders and Rangers, especially at the 
Lone Camps at Macedon, where they had come 
from such far parts of the State as Munay
ville, Rutherglen, Tatura, Rochester, Tongala, 
Kerang, Murrabit, Tyalong, Mack's Creek, 
Glenalade, Bairnsdale. Meeting with these 
people is quite a tonic to us town people, who 
take so much for granted, and are always able 
to get the help we need in our everyday Guid
ing jobs. 

Camps which pleased most were those 
where Guides and Rangers showed some signs 
of their powers of handcraft and originality. 
These camps, regrettable as it may seem, were 
not numerous. One did see beds made from 
forked sticks, saplings and hessian, comfort
able they were, too, and of great strength; 
some very nice washstands of sticks lashed and 
with neat compartments and shelves for the 
oddments one takes to the wash cubicle; tent 
pegs made from proved wood, pussy-willow, 
and tents erected on saplings, and one camp 
had not one single bucket; it IS cheering to 
see the useful kerosene and oil tins cut into 
so many shapes for their various uses. 

Could we not, for next year's camps, spend 
more time in preparation at our company 
meetings? In this machine-made age, we have 
grown so dependent on having everything 
made for us. Do let us show the childrel1 
something of the fun and the sense of achieve
ment in evolving and making things for them
selves, always remembering that a useful ob
ject should also be an attractive object. 

Best of wishes to everyone, and Good Camp-
ing in 1932. S.H.I. 

CAMPING-AN ADVENTUREl 

At least one camp this year IS being an ad
venture. It is a wee camp of ten Guides from 
one Company who knew each other quite well 
as fellow-Guides called Joan, Jennie and Ruth. 
In camp it is quite "different"- there they are 
all Indian "braves." 

At the first camp-fire, 1'ound which they sat 
enwrapped in blankets, there was an Indian 
Ceremony of Initiation, beginning with what 
would probably be called a "whoop." Stand
ing, all Campers stretched forth the right arm 
with the word "How," then kneeling, said 
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"Peace-Noon-Way!" and were then seated. 
N ext came the ceremonial of naming, and 

from that moment the campers were known as 
Big Chief Brolga and "his" helper Little Chief 
Boobook (who happens to be a B.O. in ordinary 
life), Squaws Rising Sun (poor Q.M., how 
true!) and her satellite Rising Moon, and the 
Medicine Man and Minnehaha, Black Cloud, 
Twilight, Lapping Water, Gladheart, Deerfoot, 
Wildflower, Bright Sun and Roebuck. 

Patrols are unknown among these Indians
they have tribes-Blackfeet, Sakrowdos (we 
hope the braves will not be annoyed if the 
spelling is not what it should be!) and what 
not! For tribal jobs well done each member of 
the tribe, at Campfire, is awarded a feather, 
for exceptional standard, two feathers. The 
feathers are stuck in the head-dress, and the 
effect of the blanketed, feathered braves 
around the fire is really stirring. 

It was a great moment when the visiting 
C.A. wrapped in a red blanket, and wearing 
her Green Cord to bind her flowing locks, was 
initiated and honored by being accepted, by 
virtue of this Green Circlet. as a member of 
the Tribe with the tribal name of Great Chief 
Eagle Eye! ! 

As much of the camp as possible was run 
with "Indian" terminology, and the keenness 
of the "braves" and the almost tangible spirit 
of romance wafted one right back into the 
pages of Girl Guiding. Let's all read again, 
as a New Year treat, this book through which 
our Very Great Chief shares with us his in
spirations of the Game of Great Adventure. 

Dear Matilda, 

"EAGLE EYE." 

Girl Guides Camp, 
Ocean Grove, 

Jan. 1932. 

Have you heard of the adventure of the Gee
long District Girl Guide Association? The 
Rangers and Guides are so thrilled with it all 
that they want you to hear about it. A kind 
donor has given land at Ocean Grove on which 
a permanent camp is established ! Two very 
wonderful camps have been enjoyed-Rangers 
from Boxing Day to Jan. 2nd, and Guides from 
Jan. 4th to Jan. 11th. Thirty-eight of us alto
gether, and we are all keen to keep on doing 
it. 

Scout friends have helped greatly by build
ing' a hut in which to store equipment, and a 
wonderful shelter shed of push timber and ti
t! ee walls. The land has much ti-tree and 
wattle growth on it. It took weeks to clear 
enough space for the tents. The Rangers did 
most of it on Saturday afternoons when blis
tered hands were suffered rather proudly. 

We think we are the pioneers in having es
tablished the first permanent eamp in Victoria. 
If that is a mistake, we will be glad to greet 
others as fortunate as ourselves with best 
wishes for Happy Camping. 

We have followed the "Foxlease" examole 
in taking as Patrol emblems plants found ' on 

the site, which will always be used-Gum, Ti
tree, Golden WattIe, Bracken, are the names 
of the four patrols. 

During each Camp we held a camp-fire light
ing ceremony, and the fire was fed by the 
patrols adding branches of the emblems, in 
turn. 

Our site is on rising ground, lOOKing toward 
the sunset. We have a fine view of the 
Southern Ocean, Barwon Heads, Bluff, and of 
the River Barwon. On a clear day we see the 
Otway Ranges far away. 

Lots of Brownies, Guides and Rangers have 
helped to make the camp possible, by efforts of 
various kinds. One Brownie Pack held a party 
which brought in enough money to buy a flag
pole, then the Brownies painted it white, each 
having a 6-inch portion to paint. I believe they 
had great fun, especially afterwards, when the 
extra paint had to be removed from Brownie 
persons! 

Mrs. Hitchcock presented the Union Jack, and 
at its first time of hoisting on Boxing Day, a 
Ranger recruit was enrolled. 

We are so proud and happy about it all th9.t 
we would like to welcome Guide visitors any 
time we are in Camp. 

With best wishes to all, Yours, etc., 
THE OCEAN GROVE CAMPERS. 

A THRILL FOR THE POST BOX. 

Here is an opportunity for correspondents! 
We hope that everyone in Victoria who is eli
gible to enter for the competition will do so. 
Just think how exciting it would be if one of 
our Guides won a prize in the very first P'.lst 
Box competition. Guiders, don't fail to tell your 
Guides about this immediately, as this is the 
first announcement that has been made in Vic
toria. 

A Post-Box Competition. 
A prize will be given for the best letter 

written on "The Best Friend I Have Made 
Through the Post Box." Only those who have 
kept up a regular correspondence for three 
years or more may enter for the competition. 

Letters should not exceed 500 words, and 
should be written clearly on one side of the 
paper only . If photographs can be sent, these 
will add to the interest of the letters. Compe
titors must write their name, age, company 
and address clearly on their entries. Guides, 
Rangers and Guiders are all eligible. 

The closing date for the competition will be 
March 1st, 1932. This will allow time for over
seas competitors to enter as well. There will 
be two prizes, one for readers living in thp 
British Isles, and one for Overseas readers. 

All entries should be addressed to "Post 
Box Competition," cf o. "The Guide", 17 Buck
ingham Palace Road, London, S.W.l. 

If you or any of your Guides are not eligible 
to enter for this competition, but would like 
an ovel'seas correspondent, NOW is the time 
to get in touch with the Commissioner for Post 
Box, Mrs. H. Sleigh, 24 Wallace Avenue, Too
rak. 
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Anything may happen, 
And let each one of us SEE THAT IT DOES. 

WHAT IS A POST BROWNIE? 

One day Brown Owl heard of a little girl in 
the neighbourhood of her Pack who had been 
told something about Brownies, and thought 
she would like to be one, too. Brown Owl went 
off to see her mother, who was glad to hear l'f 
this new interest for her little girl who was in 
bed, and had to be fiat on her back for somtl 
time. Brown Owl talked about her Pack aml 
what the Brownies did, and as the little girl 
grew more and more interested, she promised 
to come again in one or two weeks' time. 

Brown Owl communicated with her Commis
sioner, who wrote to the Commissioner for Ex
tensions and the Post Brown Owl, to tell them 
about this Brownie-to-be, and what she knew 
of her limitations and the kind of things she 
could attempt to do. At the next visit Brown 
Owl told her a story, and a little of what se
crets Brownies have to find out before they 
can be really truly ones, also that she wonld 
receive a letter full of all sorts of things fl'om 
Post Brown Owl every month. 

Brown Owl and Tawny took it in turns to 
prepare the Post Brownie for the Recruit Tes~ 
which, with the help of the Commissioner for 
Extensions, had been altered for this spec;al 
case. When the time came Brown Owl tested 
her and at the mother's suggestion the "Six" 
she was to belong to was invited to the Enrol
ment, which was a gl-eat event, the new 
Brownie being very thrilled with her badge 
that was the same as all other Brownies. She 
also wore a cap and tie. 

As the Pack met not far from this Brownie, 
and she and her mother loved to see other 
children, Brown Owl or Tawny sometimes took 
a "Six" to have their meeting there. Later on, 
when the Brownie was able to go out in :l 
~pecial carriage, her mother bl'ought her to t he 
Pack_ But every Brownie's mother was ap
proached before any Brownie was taken to her 
or played with her. It was such a thrill for 
her that she turned up whenever it was fine. 
As she is now very regular, and only w~ry 
heavy rain keeps her away, the Pack meeting 
cannot be altered and adapted ('Ol ' her evrry 
time, as it would keep back the othel'~: Still. 
there are many ways in which she can take her 
part, uch as suggestions, singing, etc., and !:IeI' 

Six always specially look after her. For a time 
Brown Owl and Tawny continued their visits 
to help her with tests, but now that she is a 
Golden Hand Brownie; just being among the 
Brownies means much to her. She works out 
her ideas and badge work at home, in between. 
Any alterations of tests are arranged with 
Commissioner for Extensions, and Brown Owl 
keeps in touch with Post Brown Owl, letting 
her know from time to time what the 
Brownie is doing. 

Being a Brownie has made this child feel 
one with all the others, and so it must help 
many a little sick one who would otherwise 
think herself so different. 

WHERE'S THAT SMILE? 

A small Brownie asked Brown Owl if the 
"thrift" (thrip?) had been worrying her lately. 

The attention of Brown Owls is drawn to the 
book "Buzzing," by Mrs. George Swinburnl~. 
Brownies are expecting great things of their 
Brown Owls for 1932. Can they do better than 
to tell them this delightful tale! Funds from 
sale of book are devoted to charitable purposes. 

TOADSTOOL! 

Is there a Brownie Pack needing a toad
stool? If so, why so-? We have one here. 
Apply early to Brownie Sec. 

Contributions are not implored of or invited 
from Brown Owls, but are demanded. Addre~s 
them early to new Brownie Page Secretary, 
Margaret Crellin, 123 Kooyong Road, Arma
dale. 

The Brownie Page Secretary acknowledges 
and thanks the following contributors for E!n
tries in Brownie Page competition:-Misses M. 
Roberts, Hutton-Jones, A. Coupe and F. Henry. 
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A III,," L.alu;~ 
THE SWIFT. 

During the summer months, those who m'e 
ever on the look-out for birds may be rewarded 
with the sight of flocks of swallow-like forms, 
circling high up in the sky. Should the obser
ver study these aerial creatures for a little 
while, she will doubtless realise that they dif
fer from the familial' swallow both in mann«r 
of flight and in the shape of the body. 

Now these birds are swifts, the most com
mon variety being the spine-tailed swift. Th.W 
may readily be distinguished by a striking 
patch of white under the base of the tail, which 
is well seen in flight, if the birds are not too 
high up. The swift is essentially a bird of the 
ai~' , .and for this reason its wings are extremely 
st r ong and measure more than twenty-two 
inches across, while the total length of the 
body is but seven and a half inches. fn the 
majority of birds, such as the sparow and mag
pie, the wings are usually shorter than the 
tail, but in the swift this is reversed. It has 

Showing the white patch under the tail, and 
the method of clinging. 

( l(illdl ,r L(lu t oy 11r1' lI l' A~(\.' · ) 

been said that a swift can pass from Victoria 
to Tasmania in one hour, so great is its speed. 

Every autumn the swifts gather in huge 
flocks, and migrate to Japan and Siberia, where 
they nest and rear their young, afterwards re
turning to Australia in the following spring. 
Though the actual time of departure is about 
March and April, these birds may be wit-

nessed from January onwards, passing over
head in small flocks. 

As swifts are not able to alight in the usual 
manner of birds, it will be readily understood 
why their wings are so well developed, for they 
have to stay in tTie air for long periods at a 
time. When swifts wish to rest they do so by 
clinging to the wall of a cliff or the trunk of 
a tall tree; they cannot perch on a branch. The 
foul' claws of the foot are upward curved l!.nd 
extremely strong, and with these the birds 
cling to t heir re ,,: ting place, supporting their 
bodies by sticking the spine-edged tail into the 
cliff or tree. In the spine-tailed swift, these 

The injured Swift clinging to the writer's 
hand. Note the long wings. 

(Kindly L en t b y " 'rbe Age.") 

spines at t he edge of the tail resemble a row 
of sharp needles. 

In like mannel' to the swallow food is picked 
up while on the wing, the birds catching in
sects on their sticky tongues. When flying 
about in the sky, they are hawking for insects 
the whole time. Even the nesting material 
must be picked up while on the wing, and thi:; 
is mixed with saliva to form the nest. Another 
species of swift makes its nest entirely of sa .. 
liva, and these nests are collected by the 
Chinese and eaten at their feasts as great deli
cacies. This bird is a native of China. 

Occasionally, swifts, when flying in a flock, 
strike a wire or some other obstacle, and fall 
to the ground. Last summer I had an injured 
swift in my care for several days. It was 
picked up on a track in the Sherbrooke forest, 
where it was found lying helpless on its chest. 
The legs of a swift are very short and weak, 
and quite powerless to support it in this posi
tion. Taking it home, it was placed on a hes
sian bag which was hanging outside. It clung 
to this in the characteristic manner of the 

, 
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swift, and appeared quite at ease. By feeding 
it on flies, it soon became well and strung 
again, and finally commenced itll long journey 
by fluttering over the edge of a verandah, 
where it had a drop of twelve feet. This was 
just what it needed to help its long wings to 
take action, and soon it was circling round, and 
ere long vanished from sight A little later, 
on the same day, a flock of swifts appeared 
over the house from the direction in which the 
lone bird had flown. Probably the injUl'ed 
swift had known of their nearness and had 
gone to join them. 

RANGER BRANCH. 

The Editor has once again asked us to be 
responsible for a Ranger Column. We should 
like this column to be as much help as possible 
to Ranger Guiders, and must therefore rely 
on them to tell us what will be helpful. 

The Committee of Rangers for the Metropo
litan area have appointed a Scribe to keep 11S 
in touch with the Rangers' activities. 

The following hints on Tre.e Study have been 
c'ompiled by Miss Broadhurst, Miss Barfu ,'l, 
Miss Moran and Mrs. Stokes. We hope to pub
lish from time to time similar articles on other 
Ranger interests, some of which we hope wil! 
be contributed by other Guiders. 

SHEILA CAMERON, 
Commissioner for Rangers. 

RANGER SECOND CLASS TEST. 
TREES. 

This is essentially an observation test, anli 
it extends of necessity through the four sea
sons. 

1. Shape.-A Ranger should have noted the 
difference in the trunks and the branching, e.g. 
the branching of the elm and the oak are aimi
lar, but after careful observation it is possible 
to recognise the difference between the two 
trees at a distance. 

Note the type or branching (compare Nor
folk Island pine-horizontal, at intervals, from 
one point on stem; white poplar-branching 
from one point, fan-shaped). 

The bark is always a help towards recogni!l
ing a tree from a distance, and sh.ould be 
noted. 

The ~eneral effect of the shape of a tree 
should be noted, i.e., whether drooping. spread
ing or upright. If deciduous trees (which lose 
their leaves in winter) are taken for the test. 
their general shape should be recognised 
whether in leaf or without. 

It is interesting to notice the shape of the 
tops of the trees, whether dome-shaped (lik~ 
bunya bunya), or flat (cedar), or pointed (cy
press. Lombardy Poplar). 

2.-TwiJrs. A Ranger should recog-nise the 
difference between various kinds of twigs; note 
whether they are heavy or liJrht: the positiun 
of the buds on the twigs; note also the -::010:' 

and quality of the bark on the twig~-whethe l' 
smooth or rough, etc. 

!J. Leaf. Note difference between leaf-buds 
and flower-buds; whether the leaf has a stalk 
01' grows l'ight on to the twig (compare poplar 
and elm, pittosporum and banksia). Note the 
general shape, margin, surface (back and 
front); method of unfolding. In some trees, 
e.g., she-oak, Murray pine, cypress, the leaf is 
modified and has become merely ' a series of 
minute teeth at intervals along the so-called 
needles. 

4. Flowers. In deciduous trees, note which 
comes out first--the leaf or the flower. Note 
the time of flowering, unfolding of bud, type 
of flower (catkins in oak, cluster in elm, or 
single flower in pittosporum). Note whether 
male and female flowers on same tree, organs. 

V. Fruit. . Notice development of flower 
into fruit, and the type of seed. 

RANGER NEWS. 

The first Ranger committee meeting for this 
year was held on Monday, January 18th. The 
following members were present:-

Miss Cameron (in the chair); C. Simpson, 
secretary, 3rd Camberwell; E. Jones, treasurer, 
Richmond District; A. Rutherford, St. Kilda 
District; P. Moran, 1st Albert Park; E. Patter
son, 1st Melbourne; F. Colechin, Heidelberg 
District. . 

The first combined ranger event this year is 
to be the Swimming Day, to be held at Mor
dialloc on February 27th. (It was found that 
the date previously arranged was too ear ly, 
as most companies are not resuming their 
meetings until the first week in February.) 

The programme will be;-
2 p.m.-Leave city in char-a-bancs. 
3-5.45-Events. 

I.-Rangers 25 yds. free stroke. 
2 .~Marriage Race, free stroke, in 

pairs. 
3.-Recruits only, 25 yds. free stroke. 
4.-Wade and Run Race (Rangers en .. 

tering for this race must not 
have entered for any other 
swimming event) . 

5.-Life-Saving Race, 20 yds. (any 
method except the fourth). 

6.-Sand-Building competition, in 
pairs, open. 

7.-Ranger Guiders' Race, blind po
tato race on beach. 

5.45-Tea (Rangers will bring their own). 
7-8-Sing-song, and presentation of cup. 

Notices containing details have. been sent to 
every Ranger company. 

Camping.-This camping season about 180 
Rangers, representing 20 metropolitan and 12 
country companies, have been fortunate 
enough to have camped. 

Ranger camps were held at Diamond Creek 
Macedon, Mornington, Ocean Grove, and tw~ 
at Warrandyte. 

This year, for the first time, the Lone Ran
gers had their own camp at Oakwood, Macedon 
at which there were twenty-two Rangers f:'o~ 
all parts of the State, 
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GUIDE CAMPS FOR SUMMER, 1931-1932. 
1st Armadale. 
Al'madale District. 
Berwick District. 
Brigl}ton District. 
Broadford. 
Camberwell North District. 
Camberwell South District. 
Carlton District (two camps). 
Derrinallum. 
1st Eastern Hill Rangers. 
Fitzroy and Collingwood District (Guide,). 
Fitzroy and Collingwood Dist. (Rangers). 
Geelong District Guides. 
Geelong District Rangers. 
Hawthorn District. 
4th Hawthorn. 
Hamilton District. 
Horsham District. 
Kerang District. 
Lone Guides. 
Lone Rangers. 
Northcote District Guides. 
Northcote District Rangers. 
Preston District. 
Sandringham. 
St. Kilda District. 
Vermont and Mitcham. 
Combined Ranger Camp (2). 
Combined Guide Camp. 
Campcraft Week. 

CAMP BEDS-AN APPRECIATION. 
And so (for I'm a Guide, my dear!) 
I took me off to camp. Oh, dear! 
I ne'er had time to make a rhyme. 
From feeding time to feeding time, 

I won't dela" you here to say 
Exactly what we did all day, 
But I shall try with all my might 
To tell you what I did 0' night. 

Thought I'd be rather clever, dear, 
And make up my own bed. Oh, dear! 
And so from head to toe I froze-
Ne'er slept a wink-got such a dose! 

No more for me, thought I, Nay, nay! 
A Camper's Licensed Guide to-day 
I'll get to make my bed for me. 
She made it beautif'ly-poor me! 

Poor me? I s'pose you wonder, dear, 
Whatever happened now? Oh, dear! 
'Twas all so tight I couldn't get in, 
Just like a cork in a bottle 0' gin. 

Well, that is all I have to say 
About camp beds, my dear, to-day. 
You DO get in-you can't get out
They're all asleep-can't even SHOUT!! 

-P.D. 

MEMBERSHIP AND ENROLMENT CARDH. 

There seems to be some confusion about th~ 
difference between these. 

What are now termed Membership Cards 
would perhaps be better called Test Cards; 
they are little brown (or red) folding cal'ds 

giving spaces for the dates or lests and the 
signature of I he Guider passing them. These 
are a neces::;~ .. y record for each Guide and 
Ranger to have-especially when her own Cap
tain has not yet a Warrant, and depends on 
other Guiders for the testing. 

The Enrolment Cards are really Registration 
Cards. They are sent out at the end of each 
year, after the Annual Registration forms are 
sent in. The latter are sent out in August, 
and are filledn for each Company and Pack, 
to show the numbers, etc., as on 30th August. 
The forms show in three columns:-

Guitles alreaay registered (whose registra
tion fee was sent in some previous year)' 

Guides to be registered (and for each of 
these a fee of 6d. is sent with the form)' 

Recruits (who are not registered until "fte:' 
their enrolment). 

Enrolment cards are then sent out for each 
Guide whose name appears in the middle col
umn, and fol' whom a registration fee ,,,as 
sent. 

Perhaps it would be a help if, next time we 
print Membership Cards, we call them instea<:l 
Test Cards. 

TRAINING. 
The first course of General Guide Trainil1'" 

Classes will ~egin on Friday, 19th February, i~ 
charge of MISS Nethercote. The first course of 
Brownie Training Classes will commence on 
Thtll"sday, 18th February. Miss A. E. Paling 
will be in charge. 

Both class~s will be held at Headqual'tel S, 
and new GUIders should bring with them (if 
not already sent in) a Nomination Form signed 
by their own Commissioner. The fee at each 
class is 3d. 

M. E. BUSH, Commissioner for Training. 

.\PPOINT)IE;o;'T . 

Di~tri(·t Commissioner: Geelong (No. 1)-
l\fiSR D. PllJow, Como. Geelong. 

WARRANTS. 
Brown 0 wl~, : 

, ,( Prankstoll- '[rs. l\Ioody. 
"t Poowong"-:\[iss V. McCord. 

Captains: 
" t Hellu-l\liss l\I. O. Dean. 
~Il(l Horsham-1I1iss A. Newton. 
~Il(l Onklp;;rh-:\!iss :\l. Hitchcock. 
1 ~f West ;\Jell>. (St .. Jalll!'s\ - :\[;" ('. Wilkin son . 

Lif'utenonts : 
ht Y:lI"'nm- Mi"s E. Cox. 
~Il" Y'I1"\"aJJ\ -~!i," :\1. Rto!'kwell. 

Ranger Cal)taillH: 
North ;\JI'II)('III"I1(' Dislr;ct-~[[s~ D. 1I!'Kinnon. 
l"t Wontltag"g"i - :\[iss :\1. K Bulloc'k, 

Ranger 1,leutenant: 
1,r rnrtlnll(l-~[lss L. Hutchinson. 

REGISTRATIONS. 

:;th Cambenl"pl i. 
~n(l Frnnkston (Orthopoedic Hospital). 

COm)Bllies: 
lst Box Hill. 
~nd BrunswJck 

(Christ Chure'h) 
~n C'amberwell 

(St, ~[ark's) 

1st men Iris. 
2nd Horsham. 
11th ~1alverl1. 
1st Tatura. 
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