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EDITORIAL. 
We have received one or two tracking signs 

already, and we are looking forward to havi~g 
a lovely time deciphering your "Messages hId
den,". We won't miss the "Turn to the.Right." 
One very enterprising set of suggestJ(~ns we 
are printing this month. If you agree wIth our 
reader, D.H., and l'eally would like "Matilda" 
to "come out in spots," please let us know, 
even if it is later than March 16th. Here are 
some of the other suggestions we have received 
-Interstate and overseas news should be a 
regular feature, correspondence on controver
sial subjects, such as "Has the romance gone 
out of Guiding?" Hints on Psychology for 
Guiders. There have been lots of requests for 
more games, and in answer to this and t?e de
mand for controversial letters I am gomg to 
say "It's up to you." 

One Guider has been doing a good turn to 
"Matilda" and, we hope, to some country Guid
ers. She' has sent us 10 / to pay for copies of 
"Matilda" to be sent to Guiders who may 
not know of her existence. Weare looking 
forward to welcoming 30 new subscribers. If 
"Matilda" were not so modest a maiden, she 
would call this "Happifying." 

-THE EDITOR. 

A VISITOR TO AUSTRALIA. 
Imperial Headquarters has acceded to Aus

tralia's request for a Diploma'd Guider, and 
it has been arranged that Miss Margaret Wil
son, Red Cord Diploma, and Head of Camping 
for Scotland, shall visit Australia for a year, 
arriving in Adelaide this month. . 

Miss Wilson will spend most of her tIme 
in South Australia, Queensland and Western 
Australia but we expect that she will be in 
Victoria 'in August, and will be Guider-i~
Charge of a General Training Week early In 

September. . 
Miss Wilson was in Western AustralIa and 

South Australia in 1928-29, but few Victorian 
Guiders met her then, as she was only in this 
State for a brief visit. We are glad to know 
that we are to see more of her this year. 

S.H.I. 

I.H.Q. BUILDING FUND. 
The following letter has been received by 

the Hon. Secretary of the Australian Federal 
Council:-

The Girl Guides' Association, 
London, 10th Dec., 1931. 

Dear Miss Swinburne, 
Many thanks for your letter of the 30th 

October, which I reported to my Committee 
when it met on Tuesday. They are indeed 
pleased to hear that the various States in Aus
tralia have contributed such a large sum as 
£1052 to Imperial Headquarters' Building
Fund. We think it is a very great achievement 
on the part of the Guides of Australia, because 
we do realise what a difficult time you have 
been, and are still, going through. Therefore, 
our gratitude is all the greater .... 

Ag-ain our very grateful thanks for all that 
has been done. 

(Sgd.) MURIEL MONTGOMERY, 
General Secretary. 

A DEPARTURE. 
We all knew that Miss Margaret Brown was 

to leave Victoria some time this year, but we 
had secretly hoped that something might keep 
her a little longer, however, this was not to 
be, and she left for England in January. 

Our Eagle Owl was first a Guide while she 
was at school at Toorak College. Some eight 
years ago Lones knew her well, until Brownie
ing absorbed her time. We might say that 
Miss Brown trained Brown and Tawny Owls, 
but it was not merely technical knowledge 
which she was able to impart so well, for this 
Trainer had such a delicious knowledge of the 
Brownie mind and was able to infect Guiden 
with something of her own enjoyment and 
thought for the small people in Guiding. 
Brownie Guiders in Victoria are thankful to 
her for helping to show them the joy of running 
a Pack for the Brownies themselves. 

We are ail, including "Matilda," who. in her 
youth was helped on the road by this Owl, im
mensely grateful to Margaret Brown for all 
she has done for Guiding in Victoria, and we 
wish her Many Happy Days and the Best 
Ever. S.H.I. 

GUIDE SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS. 
The year 1932 is to be a year of thanksgiv

ing for the long life of our Movement, 3:nd it 
is hoped that everywhere 29th May WIll be 
kept as Guide Sunday. In Victoria, arrange
ments for observing this day are to be made 
by each district. 

In Great Britain, the previous week is to be 
considered a special Guide Week, during which 
each Division and District is to encourage "the 
idea of a special week of Guide service, cul
minating in some kind of jollification at the 
end of the week-the keynote of the celebra
tions to be "happifying'-the Chief Scout's 
word-bringing happiness to others." 

It has been agreed by the Victorian State 
Executive that, to fit in with the School holi
days, we should hold our Guide Week from 
30th May to 4th June. We do hope that Dis
tricts may be able to evolve many and varied 
ways of carrying out the Chief Scout's idea. 

-S.H.!. 

RANGER THINKING SERVICE. 
On Wednesday, February 24th, as it was the 

nearest Company night to the 22nd, the St. 
Kilda District Rangers, in conjunction with 
the 3rd St. Kilda Guides, held an International 
Thinking Service to celebrate the birthdays of 
the Chief Guide and the Chief Scout, who are 
not only our own chiefs, but the Chief Guide 
and the Chief Scout of the world. 

The service took the fOl'm of that held by the 
International Guiding Conference, five years 
ago. The roll of the nations represented at 
the conference was called, Guides and Rangers 
responding with a few descriptive lines as the 
name of each nation was called. The Guides 
and Rangrs were reminded of their motto, "Be 
Prepared." and that a chain is as strong as its 
weakest link. 

The District Commissioner, the ladies of the 
Local Association, the Rev. and Mrs. Clarke. 
and many parents and friends were interested 
spectators of the cpremony. 
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DYEING WITH VEGETABLE DYES. 
(Reprinted from "Matilda", March, 1931.) 

In London "Punch" Almanac Number 1930, 
there is a cartoon entitled "Little Ancient Bri
tons who discovered where Father kept the 
Woad," the youngsters have dyed themselves, 
the farmyard animals and anything else they 
could lay their hands on, blue-the result is 
highly ludricous! Thus the artist would remind 
us that children in those days were much the 
same (in some respects) as the children of to
day, and-that dyeing with vegetable dyes is 
one of the oldest of all handcrafts. 

Yet it is not by any means a lost art, for 
although just as the power-driven machines 
have replaced, to a great extent, the hand 
looms and spinning wheels, so the aniline has 
taken the place of the vegetable dyes, still 
the wool for many of the best hand-made 
tweeds is still dyed with the old dyes; one 
cannot forget the pleasant, pungent smell of 
homespun which years of wear, and even a trip 
through the tropics, cannot quite eradicate, it 
brings to the mind the picture of a crofter's 
cottage, perhaps in the Highlands of Scotland, 
with the peat smoke coming into the kitchen, 
a big pot is on the fire, where the homespun 
yarn is boiling, taking to itself some of those 
shades of brown and russet which are so typi
cal of Scotch tweed, as well as absorbing the 
smell of the heather or lichen (also in the pot) 
from which the dyes come. 

It is a pity that more people have not the 
time or the urge to experiment with some of 
the very fine native, vegetable dyes which are 
simply waiting to be gathered in this country. 
Those who have tried have found it a most 
interesting, useful, inexpensive and not diffi
cult hobby. 

Wool is the most easily dyed substance, and 
when dyed with lichen does not require a mor
dant, cotton and linen materials always require 
a mordant, and dyes, other than lichen, when 
used with wool, require a mordant to be used 
before dyeing. To mordant is "to bite in" or 
fix the colour. Hessian requires a tannic bath 
beforehand, as well as a mordant. 

Vegetable dyes last well, the colours are 
soft and pleasing and uncommon shades can 
be obtained from them. If certain simple rules 
given below are followed, no difficulty should 
be found in getting good results. The follow
ing recipes have been tried, and found satisfac
tory, but the great charm lies in experiment
ing. You may be trying to work out something 
which has never been attempted before in 
quite that particular way; you may make quite 
useful discoveries, and at the same time you 
have the knowledge that with one hand you 
are reaching away back into the past, and 
with the other linking up in some small way 
with the big resources of the plant life of our 
own new country. 

One of the most effective dyes is that got 
from the common flat, black and grey lichen 
which grows on rocks and fences; it is a fast 
dye. 

Method :-Gather this lichen, preferably af
ter rain. place in a vessel with. alternate layers 
of wool, or woolhm material, fill up with cold 

water, put on fire and boil up. You will get the 
loveliest shades of colour, from pale yellow to 
rust red, according to the length of time of 
boiling, and the amount of lichen used. When 
treated in the same way the whitish green hairy 
lichen, called "Old Man's Beard," which grows 
mostly on old fences, give a faint sand colour; 
the . proportion used should be 3'1v lichen to 
1 ,/< wool. From the green cushiony moss which 
grows on rocks you get a rather pretty brown
ish colour when used in large proportions to 
the amount of wool, but of the three the flat 
black and grey lichen is by far the most sat
isfactory. 

Cootamundra wattle leaves and blossom 
give green when mordanted with alum, the 
same when chrome is used as a mordant pro
duces dark brown, fresh wattle bark with 
alum and tartar give a light tan, the same 
with Chrome (bi-chromate of potash) produces 
dark grey. 

To Wash Wool before Dyeing.- Take skein, 
tie loosely with cotton every five or six inches, 
to prevent tangling. Put in pot of soapy water, 
and, in case of hand-spun yarn, bring water 
nearly to boil, stirring from time to time. Do 
not boil homespun yarn, but when the yarn is 
ordinary machine'-made stuff~ you need t'O 
boil the yarn, with a little borax added to the 
water, in order to get out any dressing, before 
dyeing. Rinse well in cold, clear water. If no 
mordant is required, the wool is now ready to 
be dyed. 

Proress of Dyeing.- Enter dye stuff into pot 
with the necessary cold water, gradually raise 
the temperature. Enter wool which has been 
previously wet, or you may enter wool and dye 
stuff together, in the course of three-quarters 
of an hour bring it to the boil, boil till you 
get the colour you require, lift wool out and 
wash in clear cold water. Shake out, and dry 
on clothes line. 

Steeping wool in dye after it is taken off 
the fire deepens the color. It is the relation, 
by weight, of dye to wool which matteI's, ir
respective of the amount of water, which is 
always just sufficient to allow of free move
ment of the wool. Try and keep the wool be
low the dye when boiling by poking it down 
with a clean stick. 

Always lift wool out of dye before adding 
more dye to prevent uneven dyeing. 

Never put wool into . boiling dye. 
Mordant hot-Dye cold. 
The chief mordants are:- (l) Alum; (2) Bi

Chromate of Potash; (3) Tin ; (4) Iron. Bi
Chromate is the most useful. 
To mordant wool. 

Take the dry wool and dip it in boiling 
water before mordanting in order to open the 
pores. After mordanting and dyeing dip it 
into cold water to close the pores. (Lichen 
does not require a mordant when dyeing wool 
yarn or woollen materials). Dissolve mordant 
in boiling water, then put wool in to mordant 
it. Boil wool in mordant, stirring well, wash 
in clear water, and when chrome is used, dye 
at 0l\ce. . 
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Time for Mordanting. 
Boil alum, also iron, from half to one hour. 
Boil bi-chromate of potash from one to one 

and a half hours. When boiled sufficiently wash 
wool well and dye immediately. When mor
dan ted with bi-chromate, iron (sulphate of 
iron) is added to bath of dye in which wool 
has been boiled, then continue boiling half an 
hour or so longer to give a darker shade, pro
portion 50/< of iron to B'Ic of wool. When using 
a crome (bi-chromate of potash) as a mordant, 
do not let light in or the wool will colour un
evenly. 
Quantities. 

Alum.-Take Ub. of alum and 1 ounce of 
Tartar, dissolved in boiling water, for every 
pound of wool. Too much alum makes wool 
hard. 

Chrome.-Take ;oz. bi-chromate of potash to 
lib. of wool, boil till chrome is dissolved be
fore adding wool. 

A "sadder" or "br'ightener" is sometimes 
added to the dye bath after the wool is dyed. 
Tin always "brightens." Iron (ferrous sul
phate) "saddens" or darkens. 

. l nthod.-Dissolve a small quantity of the 
"sadder" in hot water and add to dye pot, lift
'ng out wool while doing so to prevent uneven 
colouring. Put wool back, and leave it in dye 
and either steep or boil it till it has reached 
the shade required. 

Fresh Wattle Bark-Light Tan Colour. 
Mordant-Alum and tartar. 
l~ore than half a kerosene tin of bark. Ma· 

chine made wool. Cut bark into small pieces, 
soak overnight in cold water, boil two hours, 
strain and allow to cool. 

Wash wool, mordant letting it boil half an 
hour, let cool in mordant. 

Put in warm dye and boil one hour. 
Fresh Wattle Bark-Dark Grey. 

Mordant-Bi-chromate of potash and tartar, 
boil for three-quarters of an hour. 

Boil in dye half an hour, add small quantity 
of ferrous sulphate (iron) dissolved in hot 
water. Boil 20 minutes. 

Gum Tips--Yellow. 
Mordant-Alum and tartar. 

Gum Tips--Khaki. 
Mordant-bi-chromate and tartar, small 

piece of ferrous sulphate added to dye bath 
when neady boiled enough. 

Btue Gum Bark-Light Grey. 
Mordant-bi-chromate, and ferrous sulphate 

addPrl to dve bath. 
Wool Dyed with Lichen-Dark Brown. 

7~ ozs. wool. Btoz. lichen-the flat black and 
grpv kind. 

Boil for two hours after bringing it gradual
ly to boiling point, lichen and wool being laid 
in layers in dye bath. 

Wool Dyed with Lichen-Khaki. 
4 ozs. of wool boiled up in same dye as 

above for two hours. 
H drms. of iron (sulphate of iron) boiled 

into it for the last half-hour. 
Wool Dyed with Lich(,n-1'erra Cotta. 

120zs. of wool. 
1Bozs. of lichen. 
Boil for about three hours. 

To Dye Hessian. 
2~lbs. Hessian. 

Hlbs. Black and Grey Lichon. 
2~ozs. Tannic Acid. 
Uozs. Bi-chromate of notash. 
Wash hessian well with warm water and 

Lux, then simmer for two hours, with wash
ing soda added to the water. Work and steep 
in hot tannic bath for two nights and one day. 
Wash hessian in clear water, wring out and 
put in hot bi-chromate mordant. Allow it to 
take half an hour to come to boil. Boil one 
hour. Wash well with cold water, put through 
wringer, put back in vessel with layers of 
lichen. Allow it to take three quarters of an 
hour to come to boil. Boil one and a quarter 
hours. Wash well in cold water, wring out 
and hang up to dry. 

It is always wise to make a test with a 
small quantity of wool before dyeing the 
whole amount, but as you can never repeat 
the same shade in a second brew of dye, even 
w hen following the same recipe, it is as well 
to do all you require in one boiling. 

A kerosene tin cut so that it rests on its 
side is a good vessel for dyeing, as it gives 
room for the wool to move freely during the 
process. --J.A. 

INTERSTATE NEWS. 
New South Wales. 

During the latter part of 1931 the Guide 
Movement in New South Wales must have had 
a very busy time as a Patrol Leaders' Confer
ence, a Guiders' Conference and a Special Com
missioners' Conference were held. Each Con
ference was well attended and aroused mu.::h 
interest. 

An interesting point raised at the Guiders ' 
lJonference was the question of introducing a 
form of enrolment or investiture for Guiders 
before taking over their Companies or Packs. 
As the result of the discussion several sugges
tions are being considered. We will be in
terested to hear the final decision on this point. 

A Rally was held at Newcastle in November, 
whel'e there were displays of Fire Drill, Rope 
Bridge Making, a realistic accident and a 
Badge display. Different companies acted 
scenes from the lives of historical heroines, 
Joan of Are, St. Dorothea. Edith Cavell and 
Elizabeth Fry; the latter was very good, and 
held the audience by her simple dignity. 

. . . . . 
Items of interstate news will be published in 

"Matilda" every three months. We would be 
glad of contributions from other States. 

FOUNDLING HOSPITAL APPEAL. 
My Deal' Miss Irving, 

Would you kindly allow me to thank your 
Girl Guides in your magazine. You remember 
we asked 400 Companies and Packs to help 
us gather seeds for the Foundling Hospital 
Appeal, and I think 399 out of the 400 re
sponded. It was truly marvellous the quantity 
they collected. I find it quite impossible to 
thank each Company and Pack individually, so 
would they please accept our most grateful 
thanks in this way. 

Yours most sincerely, 
LINDA BYRON MOORE, Hon. Sec. 
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From the window of the Great Brown Owl:
"Manners are the happy way of doing things." 

SAYING GOODBYE. 
We, as Brownie Guiders, are very sorry Vic

toria has lost Miss Margaret Brown, who sailed 
for England quite suddenly, last month. ::)0 we 
are awtuJly pleased she was with us at a Party 
before she left. 

Lots of us were there, but the Brownie 
people who were not able to be present, might 
like to hear a little about it. 

We played games, listened to some charm
ing stories, had supper, and at the very end 
came the chief reason for holding the party. 
It came through the door-rather reluctantly
pulled at the end of a long and puffing "train" 
of guiders-a long line of joined parcels and 
inside a gift made by each pack, for Miss 
Brown. They were pulled into a ring round 
Miss Brown, in the centre of the room, where 
she had been placed as a signal box. A sur
prise, with the very best wishes, for her hap
piness, of every Pack. There they were left, 
and the Guiders "steamed" out the door-and 
so home-without any embarrassing speeches 
or need for replies. Don't you think that was 
a good idea? 

So much everyone saw, but the most inter
esting part came afterward~arrying the 
parcels, a huge looped festoon, carefully to 
the car, home to Miss Brown's, to be lifted out 
again, curled on to the doormat in a heap-to 
be looked at for quite some time by Miss 
Brown, in an unbelieving manner, which said: 
"Can all these intriguing bundles really be
long to me? -then pulled inside. 

And then the exciting opening! Miss Brown 
saying: "I must just open two or three to= 
night, and leave the others till the morning." 
But, of course, everyone had to be opened 
quickly! quickly! and at almost one o'clock 
the last one had been exclaimed over and en
joyed. Such interesting and useful presents, 
and each Pack's so different, and even if it 
takes years to say thank you to every Pack 
separately, it will be said, and you will each 
receive a letter. 

All of us who have known Miss Brown, and 
every Pack with whom she has been in con
tact will always be grateful to her, for her en
couragement to new Guiders, her interest and 
help, and her always so original ideas. 

So we say goodbye regretfully to Miss 
Brown, and our very sincere Brownie wishes 
go with her. M.B.F. 

BATHING FOR BROWNIES. 
At a meeting of the Executive Committee 

it was agreed that if Brownies are taken swim
ming or bathing the organised swimming rules 
for Guides should be adhered to; and in addi
tion, an extra person should be taken to look 
after the Brownies '''ho are not bathing. 

ADRIENNE E. PALING, 
Commissioner for Brownies. 

THE WISEACRE GNOME GETS BUSY. 
He! He! chuckled the Wiseacre Gnome as he 

pushed his pen into the well of unwritten ideas, 
·'1 believe a critical moment is arriving. Three 
letters by the post." 

Q.-Is it wise to let the Brownies handle the 
Pack Pennies,-Doubtful B.O. 

A.-Yes, with strict, but not obvious super
vision. It is good for Brownies to become 
used to handling money with care, and know
ing its usefulness. Also when they feel B.O. 
trusts them it has a great hold on them, and 
they themselves become thoroughly trustwor
thy. 

Q.- What happens if a B.O. just starting a 
Pack finds the Brownies are unable to buy their 
uniforms, and the Coy. to which they are at
tached is without funds ?-Anxious. 

A.-At once get in touch with the Local 
Association through your Commissioner, and 
see if they can assist, if not financially, then 
by helping you to raise funds with the aid of 
some sort of social gathering. 01." appeal 
through this page. 

Q.-What is the ideal number with which to 
start a Brownie Pack? -Beginner. 

A.-If the B.O. about to start is entirely 
new to Brownie work, six or eight is a good 
number to start with, but if she has had pre
vious experience in running a pack, she could 
safely take twelve. 

Yours Smilingly, 
WISEACRE GNOME. 

WHERE'S THAT SMILE! 
Small Brownie, confidingly, during beach 

excursion: "My mother can't go in bathing, 
Brown Owl, 'cos she has asparagus veins." 

Brown Owls! Dont' forget the address of the 
Brownie Page Secretary, 123 Kooyong Road, 
Armadale, S.E.3. All brain-waves, ideas, ori
ginal and otherwise, complaints, etc., are treat
ed with the utmost tenderness. 
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A QUESTION OF COLOUR. 
There seems to be a little uncertainty about 

the correct colours of patrol shoulder k~ots. As 
this portion of the uniform refers entIrely ~o 
from that point of view. When an emb.lem ~s 
woodcraft, it may be as well to consIder It 
chosen by a patrol, the members thereof are 
entitled to wear the distinctive shoulder ~not, 
which is nearly always composed of two dIffer
ent colours. Guides, when selecting a!l emblem, 
invariably choose one because ?f Its colors. 
The brighter it is, the more It appeals to 
them. 

Now when only two colours of an emblem 
may b~ worn, surely these colours should be 
the most conspicuous ones. Let us take, for 
example the blue wren, one of the most popu
lar of e~blems. The writer can well remem
ber earnest discussions in the pas~, as to the 
exact shade of blue to be worn, m the days 
when she was a member of a blue wren p~t
rol. Three different kinds of blue were trIed 
in one year, and finally the pale~t shade was 
decided upon probably because It looked the 
prettiest! The question o~ the corre~t blue of 
the wren had little to do WIth th~ subject under 
discussion. Rather a new versIOn of the old 
saying "Can a leopard change its ~pot~,?" But 
when asking ourselves the questIOn Can a 
blue wren change its colours," .we are met 
with the disturbing reply that It can. But 
the moulting period is so short, and the .sombre 
plumage donned is so 9uic~ly lost agalll, that 
it is hardly worth consldermg. 

Perhaps it was this very fact, or the drl;\b
ness of the brown attire of the female, whIch 
accounts for some Guides asking for brown 
and blue shoulder knots for the blue wren. 
When the male and female differ in appea~
ance, the typical plumage of such ~ sp.ecles IS 
that of the cock bird. The hen varIes m. col~r 
for a special purpos~, the reaso~ for w~lCh IS 
usually connected WIth the n~stmg pen?d .. 

Or again maybe, these GUIdes are thmkmg 
of the wrenis brown wing. when they ask for a 
change of color. But this brings up another 
aspect of woodcraft which is v~ry imp?rtant. 
Perhaps it is best shown by an IllustratIOn .. 

When walking through a forest, a GUIde 
may notice a bird dart suddenly out from the 
top of a tall tree. Although too far away to 
be clearly observed, it would yet leave in the 
mind of the observer a distinct impression-a 
flash of scarlet and blue-which would without 
doubt identify the bird as a crimson rosella. 
There are other markings, too, in this par
rot's plumage, but they are not outstand!ng 
from a distance, and are no help when trYIng 
to name the bird on the wing. In the same 
way, the blue and black of the blue wren are 
by far the most prominent colors. The brown 
wing is ' hardly noticeable, except at close 
quarters. 

Then the kookaburra patrol sometimes want 
to wear blue and brown, instead of white and 
brown. But the blue in the Kookaburra's wing 
is inconspicuous from a distance, and very 
often is only seen during flight. The usual at
titude of a jackass is sitting solemnly on a 
post or tree, and the color impressic;ln thus 
given is the contrasting brown and whIte. As 
a kookaburra has similar plumage whether it 
be seen at Moonee Ponds or in Gippsland. it 
surely seems sensible for every Kookaburra 
patrol in the State to have the same colors. 

There is also th~ vexed qU 3stion of the robin. 
Of course, we all know the proverbial robin of 
the picture book and Christmas card-a fat, 
cheery little brown bird, with a rufous breast, 
surrounded by holly and snowflakes. That is 
why the patrol demand brown and red shoul
der knots so insistently. They know it is right 
because they have seen it (in a picture)! Yes, 
but what they have seen is a traditon-a fan
cy that they might search Australia for, and 
yet fail to find it, even on a holly bush! 

But should this same patrol sit down quietly 
and "freeze," in some sheltered corner of the 
bush, it will be sure to see a lively little black
coated bird flitting about--a feathered sprite 
with vest of brightest crimson and markings 
of white on the wings and forehead. Having 
thus observed the robin, the patrol will be im
mensely thrilled to wear it as its emblem. And 
after that there would be no doubt about the 
colors being scarlet and black. 

The brighter color of the should knot is al
ways worn inside the darker one, so that if 
Guides are stalking one another they will not 
be betrayed by the more conspicuous part of 
the patrol colors. 

Of course, this only touches on the fringe of 
the subject. What do other Guiders think? 

-J.H. 

"OUR CHALET" 
Eggetli, Adelboden, Switzerland. Open to all 
Girl Guide and Girl Scouts after 6th August. 

1932. 
(From "The Council Fire," Jan., 1932). 

Mrs. Storrow, U.S.A., writing in "The Ame
rican Girl," says:-

"The Chalet will be designed like the houses 
the Swiss people,· for hundreds of years, have 
found to be the best type for their country
long, sloping roof and deep overhang to shed 
the snow in winter, and protect the house from 
fierce storms. The old houses had heavy stones 
placed in rows on the roof, to hold down the 
wooden shingles, but on account of the danger 
of fire, new houses must by law have fire proof 
roofs, so ours will be covered with dark red 
tiles. These tiles will add a gay bit of colour 
to the picturesque landscape surrounding the 
Chalet. .. By the last of September the walls 
of "Our Chalet" wel'e half up, although frost 
and snow had already arrived at that altitude, 
and were impeding the concrete work some
what. 

A widespread desire has been expressed by 
countries and by individual Guides and Girl 
Scouts to help in furnishing it, and a list of 
the articles needed for the Chateau has been 
issued by the World Bureau; they vary from 
a complete bed at 25 dollars to nine coat-
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hangers priced at 90 cents! Some gifts have 
already been received, which include the pro
mise to furnish the room of the Guider-in
Charge, dishcloths knitted by the Brownies of 
Geneva, 48 towels embroidered with a trefoil 
by Brussels Rangers, rugs from New Zealand. 
All the Guides of Switzerland have combined 
and are giving a full set of chinaware. 

"Our Chalet will be formally opened on 31st 
July, 1932. We hope the World Chief Guide, 
Lady Baden-Powell" will be present. Accord
ing to present arrangements, the first general 
international training course for any Guide or 
Girl Scout Leader will begin on 5th Septem
ber." 

It has been suggested that Victorian Guides 
might like to give a present to the Chalet, 
and it is thought that some Australian books 
might be appreciated. With the present rate 
of exchange it would not be sensible to send 
money to be spent on any of the "beds or coat 
hangers" required. It . would be pleasant to 
have our books at the Chalet before the open
ing, so if Guides and Guiders like the idea, 
would they please say so, and send a donation, 
no matter how small, to Girl Guide Headquar
ters, 60 Market Street, Melbourne. C.1, the 
envelope to be marked "Our Chalet." 

S. H. IRVING, State Secretary. 

Dear Matilda, 
At the end of last year a parcel was sent to 

me for the Lone Branch. To my surprise and 
joy it contained four most lov~ly ground
sheets! Next day I received a letter saying that 
the groundsheets were the gift of several 
friends of the Lone Branch. 

This was awfully exciting, and none of us 
who have anything to do with Lones had any 
idea of who the friends were. Neither have we 
now! In spite of the fact that, being of curious 
dispositions, we have done our best to find out! 
We would like so much to thank them person
ally, and to tell them how thrilled we are to 
have some Camp Equipment of our very own, 
and how useful the groundsheets were in 
Camp, and everything--especially how ripping 
we think it was of them to think of us! 

Will you please tell them, Matilda? 
Yours sincerely, 

ELAINE E. MORAN. 

POINTS ABOUT UNIFORM. 
Summer-time is meeting-time for many 

Guides and Guiders from various Companies 
and districts- at Camps, Training Weeks, and 
in the course of ordinary holiday visiting; and 
"eagle-eyed" people observe all kinds of little 
quaintnesses. These are some of the points I 
have noted this season:-

1. Guides wearing their State Badge up
side down. The crown should be uppermost 
nearest the neckband. 

2. Guiders wearing Warrant Badges which 

sorely need the attention they usually bestow on 
their Tenderfoot badge-some cleaning medium 
applied with an old toothbrush. It is practi
cally impossible to clean Warrant Badges 
without a brush-and don't forget the back 
as well! 

3. Guides' belts on upside down; perhaps 
they are left-handed-but what of the swivels? 

4. Guides' shoulder knots are made of two 
colours only, the darker (or less conspicuous) 
being worn on the outside, with the lighter 
one sandwiched in between. 

5. Guide Emblems, whatever the design, 
are encircled with a red ring, and are worked 
on a black ground; one sees many emblems 
(some of them beautifully worked) which are 
not correct. 

6. Guiders' State Badges-why not clean 
them, too? I have seen some dreadful ones .. ! 

7. Service Stars should l'eally be worn on 
the flap of the left breast pocket-not above it. 

F.V.B. 

A BRIGHTER MATILDA. 
Dear Editor, 

An as appreciative reader of Matilda for 
some eight or more years, I wonder if you will 
allow me space for a few remarks on brighten
ing up your estimable paper. 

First impressions are known to be lasting, 
and from my first ideas of Matilda I have 
never swerved, but is this as it should be? 
"You will need 'Matilda,' of course," said the 
helpful Guider at H.Q. (it was at Spring Street 
then), as she draped several overalls over me, 
hoping that one would fit. "You will find it 
most helpful." I was sure I would, but what 
part of the equipment it could be I had no idea; 
nor did I find out till, weeks later, a small 
pamphlet appeared from the collection of 
R.P.O'. GiTl Guiding, and Badge Books so 
thoughtfully selected for me. I read it at once, 
and it was most helpful. It told about the birlh
day parties of various companies, and men
tioned that a training week was to be held and 
that one was just over-oh, very enthrailing. 
It was going to be hard indeed to wait for 
three months till the next issue (it was 9d. 
then, too). 

And now we have it every month, and the 
accounts of birthday parties have to be held 
over for lack of space, but "Matilda" is very 
much the same. 

Now, dear Editor, how about brightening up 
this "treasure bag of information," even a hav
ersack can be arresting in colour and design, 
and one might reasonably expect a treasure 
bag to contain something unexpected. In our 
modern speech, why not jazz her up a little? 

One begins at the cover. Here are al\ up
to-date education experts advocating the neces
sity of color in everything, and "Matilda," 
priding herself on her modernity, can only 
once change to a decorous shade of pastel blue 
in honour of the Chief's visit. 

Why not have a colour amonth? or, taking 
our cue from some of these Ranger ties, have 
it in stripes. 

And the shape. Why a square like every 
other magazine? And why the band of mourn-
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ing black round the edge? Why not trefoil
shaped? Or if that is not practicable (and it 
would not be), have it like those Peek-a-Bo 
books in the shape of a Guide. 

But after all, what is the cover? Nobody 
ever looks at it, and if, dear Editor, you 
switched t hat Guide round and made her 
signal "s" it would probably never be noticed. 
It is the reading that matters. We are all chil
dren at heart, and we all love pictures. Why 
not a series of studio portraits entitled "Well
known Guiders. You might begin with con
tributors to "Matilda." (By the way, who is 
this "F.V.B.," whose articles, so inspiring, ap
pear with such astonishing frequency?) From 
this the next step would be "Our Commission
ers" (printed in color, of course) with a few 
helpful biographical notes attached, giving 
their rank, their favourite flower, and so on. 
The possiblities opened up by this line of 
thought are endless. You could print the pic
tures with no name attached, and invite sub
scribers to a guessing competition. Enthusi
astic Guiders will buy extra conies, and by 
cutting out and mounting the pictures will 
make a useful relay game for First Class, or 
perhaps a species of card game like "Old 
Maid," counting 2 for a C.A., 1 for a Div. Com., 
and so on. 

Then, of course, the next series will be 
"Guiders Famous and Otherwise." All their 
companies will buy these, and stick them in the 
log book next the picture entitled "Cap baling 
out the grease pit." This series, taken in al
phabetical order, and kept up to date should 
last pretty well for ever. 

A few other helpful thoughts are :-Some 
new games, especially the outdoor variety. 

Bed-making (because the only place it is 
described in is the Badge Book, and that is so 
expensive and inaccessible to Guides). How to 
put out bush fires on the camp site easily, 
would be worth knowing. An article on how to 
make the Guide overall (because one does not 
see such pathetic experiments). A series of 
short descriptions, and sketch" of each State 
Badge would be appreciated. as it is nice to 
know where strange Guiders hail from. 

Surely a few bright advertisements would 
fill up space, and relieve the leading shops 
from the necessity of frequently circularising 
Guides with their advertisements of "Hats for 
the Girl Guide," and they might even possibly 
be remunerative. 

And now, dear Editor, I will leave you with 
~ome ideas for this year. I expect that you will 
have already realised that most of these ideas 
have been carried out in the "Guider," but 
they may encourage other Guiders to so swell 
"Matilda" with suggestions that it will no lon
ger be possible to read her for nothing while 
waiting to be served at the H.Q. counter. 

- D.H. 

PEGERSHAM. 
Miss White has let the cottage for one year, 

so Pegersham will not be available to Guides 
and Guiders during that time. We will all miss 
having Pegersham as a place for recreation, 
but look forward to being able to go there 
again next year. S.H.I. 

HANDCRAFT CLASSES. 
Fortnightly classes iIi different handcrafts 

are being arranged for Rangers and Ranger 
Guiders (two may 'attend from eacn com
pany) through the courtesy of Mrs. Euan Lit
tlejohn, at 396 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn, at 
7.40 p.m. on alternate Mondays, commencing 
7th March. 

The following subjects will be demonstrated 
Weaving, Toy Making, Basket Making and 
Belt Making, Netting, Potato and Lino Cuts, 
Rug Making. Ranger Guiders wishing repre
sentatives from their Companies to attend 
should get in touch with the Handcraft Sec
retary at 60 Market Street, C.l. 

School of Applied Art (Workingmen's Col
lege). Guiders may be interested in the Art 
courses arranged by this College. The fees are 
10 / per term for one session per week. Sten
cilling, Leatherwork, Decorative Needlework, 
Pokerwork, Candle and Lampshade Making, 
Weaving, Batik, Raffia and Stained Wood 
Classes are held on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings. Pottery, Enamelling and other class
es are held in the daytime. 

The College authorities say they are willing 
to arrange a special series of carpentery class
es for Guides or Guiders on Wednesday or Fri
day evenings, if a class of over ten can be 
arranged. The fee will be approximately 10 / 
for 10 classes. 

Will anyone interested please send in their 
name to the Handcraft Secretary before April 
2nd. 

H. M. F. ALEXANDER, 
Handcraft Secretary. 

TRAINING. 
The Second Cc·urse of Guide Training (Ele

mentary) will begin on Tuesday, 22nd March, 
at 8 p.m. at the Girl Guide Office, 60 Market 
Street, Melbourne. Miss J. Thewlis will be in 
charge. 
Training Weeks. 

It is hoped' that the following Training 
Weeks will be held in May. 
May 13th-20th-Training in 1st Class and 

Company Management for Guiders who are 
already 2nd Class. At the same time and 
place a week of Brownie Training will be 
held. 

May 20-28th.-Training in Tenderfoot. Second 
Class and Company Management. 
Further details and confirmation of the above 

dates (or alteration) will be published shortly. 

CantnJnl;. 

M. E. BUSH, 
Commissioner for !Training. 

WARRAN'rs. 

:It'd Hawth orn- :\Ii"" r . Ash wo rth . 
1. t Glrgarr~]lfr~. MUI·R hRll . 

T.leutenants. ' "t F,dithva le--lIIlss M. lU. ~l a p])l · rso n . 
Hb K p\\,- Mlss G. 111. R oWen. 

- Mis. A . L . L nwr)'. 

J'ooks. 
1st Box Hill. 
1st Hnrtwell. 
l " t Mortlake. 

Companies. 

R1WTSTRATIONS. 

1st Greensborougb . 
Alteration.-1st Hartwell Pack (Mrs. R. 
Fanning) registered in September. 1931, has 
been re-l'egistered as 1st Burwood. 

, 
J 
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