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LIEUTEN ANTS. 

What exactly is a lieutenant, and what, in 
definite detail, should she do? 

These questions are often asked and dis
cussed at Conferences and are even more often 
in our minds. Captain and Patrol Leader are 
described in full, position, responsibilities, re
lations to the Company; the lieutenant is an 
accredited Guider, but where can we find a list 
of her duties set down in clearest print? 

We have discovered that the list does not 
exist; it does not exist because it is impossible 
to prepare it. The responsibilities of Lieuten
ants differ in almost every company, there may 
be one, or two, or three; it is possible for a 
Company to manage without a Lieutenant at 
all, and we are told that in one of the first com
panies that ever was, there were six. 

No company is complete without a Lieuten
ant and a full company generally needs two; 
in spite of pressure of numbers it is far better 
to have each unit well staffed than to organise 
new ones without enough Guiders. Guiders as 
well as Guides must prepare for emergencies, 
f'~d to Guiders as well as Guides must come 
the spirit of the Game-a strength and a sup
port to life in true proportion. Moreover, when 
a Captain is shorthanded she is apt to do too 
much herself; if she is to train her Patrol 
Leaders and back them up she must have 
leisure to take a wide view of all that happens. 

A Lieutenant should have the same practical 
qualifications as a Captain. 

A Lieutenant should have the same qualifica
tions as a Captain before receiving her war
rant, that is, she should have her second class 
badge and be able to teach three subjects suit
able for Guides, and the Lieutenant should, if 
possible (and every effort should be made to 
make it possible) take a course of training 
apart from the Company, so that she begms 
her work with the Guides as a Guider accred
ited by Headqua1·ters or the Local Association, 
as the case may be. 

Very often a Lieutenant is the eldest of a 
group of girls who wish to form a Company; 
they are already familiar with her and treat 
her as one of themselves; her separate train
ing and the habit of addressing her as "Lieu
tenant" just as readily as the Captain is 
"Captain" will help her and the Guides equally 
to fall into proper relations with one another 
and adapt themselves to the Company routine. 
She will not be able to help the captain as she 
should unless she can put herself well ahead 
of the Guides so far as test work is concerned; 
the Lieutenant must be ready to give instruc
tion whenever she is needed, to stand behind 
the Patrol Leaders. to help a "group" while 
the leaders and 2nd class guides are working 
for a proficiency badge, or to be ready to or
ganise a competition and ways of practising 
what has been learnt. 

The Lieutenant and Captain will probablv 
have chosen three different "sub;ects suitabll" 
for Guides," (R.P.&O. 199). and each should 
be able to prenare Guides for badg-es in those 
subjects in which she has specialised, as she 
will have qualified on a teaching basis. 

It is. however. an art from the general ac
tivities of the Guide Programme, tbat the re-

sponsibilities of Captain and Lieutenant are 
distinctly different. 

A Captain will generally be older than her 
Lieutenants and will have, l)erhaps, more time 
for Guiding, or a wider general experience. 
She is responsible for consulting parents, 
planning the general policy of the Company, 
dealing with individualistic difficulties, adjust
ing misfits, arranging classes, testing for Se
cond Class and Tenderfoot, and enrolling the 
recruits or inviting the Commissioner to do so. 

A Lieutenant may be a younger woman, she 
will often be nearer to the Guides than the 
Captain, or near to them in a different way; 
they may give her freer confidence or tell her 
more personal incidents that are the key to 
character; then the Lieutenant's leadership and 
suggestion may sway the decision for the 
right. Without breaking confidence she and 
Captain may together come to an understand
ing of difficulties that would be impossible for 
one Guider alone. 

We cannot tell just how much of an evening's 
programme should be taken by Lieutenants, 
because Captain must have an opportunity to 
know the Guides thoroughly, and the Patrol 
Leaders, too, must take their part. Then Cap
tains are not always so confident as they may 
appear-they are conscious that in many ways 
they have much to learn, and that they have 
gained their experience on the company; al
though it is longsighted to make sure that 
Lieutenants are prepared to take full charge 
on occasion. Captains may feel that if they 
have even the least bit more confidence or ex
perience they should give the advantage of 
that least bit more to the Guides. A Lieutenant 
who has a special talent or capacity is invalu
able, and this is one reason why I think we 
should have two Lieutenants to each Company, 
for it should be possible to send one of three 
Guiders in turn to classes in a special subject 
so that she can bring back her knowledge at a 
first class standard with an understanding that 
will make it truly an interest to the Guides. 

Then a Lieutenant can be particularly con
cerned with how things aloe done-the How 
that is one of the most important parts of 
Guiding, and in this matter of the How, a slack 
Lieutenant can neutralise the influence of the 
wisest Captain. 

On that memorable evening in 1923, when 
Miss E. K. Robinson visited our Company, her 
message to the Guides was this: "Do the small 
things as if they were big things. and you will 
one day find yourself doing the big things a<; 
if they were the small things." 

This doing the least thing as if it were a 
hig thing is one of the most valuable lessons 
we can teach our Guides, and just hpre I think. 
is the most important work of a Lieutenant. 
She can see that the Pah'ol Leaners know how 
to keen their Roll Books nerfectly. and see that 
they do it as a matter of course. She can teach 
them to keep the cunboard tidy. and plan out 
its Rrranl1."ements so that it can be kept tidy 
easilv. The Leaders should notifv any eauin
ment that is nepopn for each Patrol. but the 
Lieutenant can think out a svstem and arranl!'1" 
an e(1uipment book. She can invent thp hpst 
wav to distributp "The Guide," can know thl" 
Orderly List by heart, and see that I"veJ'ything 
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is ready before the first whistle; she can make 
a great point of knowing the words of all the 
songs so that when Captain's mind is filled 
with her yarn, she can steady her Company 
with the right word at the l'ight time. 

Lieutenants can also set tne standard of 
Company etiquette. It is difficult for the Cap
tain to insist on "salute" and "attention" when 
the action of respect is towards herself, but if 
the Lieutenant always salutes at the right 
time-and this means that one must have clear 
ideas on the subject-the Guides will follow 
her; she can whisper to a Guide who is sum
moned formally by the Captain: "Run up at 
the double and salute," in the Court of Honor 
the Lieutenant can train the Secretary to keep 
the minutes, and she will be invaluable if she 
will always propose an alternative to a sug
gestion so that Leaders may have two things 
to weigh and consider. 

Lieutenant may make games her special 
department, while she takes charge Captain 
can play among the Guides, but younger peo
ple sometimes fail in organising a game be
cause they do not realise how much prepara
tion is necessary even for the simplest activity. 
A good organiseI' will know exactly what she 
expects beforehand, and will, by going through 
the game in her imagination, anticipate ques
tions and difficulties wherever the rules are 
not quite definite. 

We should long ago have outgrown the at
titude of the schoolboy who said to his teacher: 
"It isn't fair! We have to go and do home
lessons, and you can go home and forget all 
about us!" I know Captains dream about 
their Guides-I wonder if Lieutenants do? 

Then Lieutenant can make samples (sam
ples only, mind) of useful things for corners, 
and can think of heaps of new suggestions, 
but one warning about suggestions-be sure 
that they fit in with the general scheme of the 
Company programme, because although We 
avoid routine, it is only through a certain de
gree of concentration that interest and under
standing are attained-Guides like to keep at 
one thing till they reach a definite standard. 
That is the principle behind the tests and 
badges, and they are disappointed if they arc 
sidetracked except for a very great occasion. 
Aim at variety by finding it within each inter
esting subject rather than by skimming over 
many subjects. 

A Lieutenant is like the daughter of a house 
-she may be an excellent housekeeper, but she 
will not be very much good if she just waits 
around till Mother is ill or absent, if she is 
worth anything she will gradually make a hun
dred little jobs her responsibility; all those 
things which just make the different to the 
smooth running of the house, and to every
one's comfort, and which leave Mother free 

• for the big regular duties. 
Guiders generally decide among th.emselves 

who shall take which part of tl)e programme, 
and Captain, of course, has precedence in choice 
and decision, though it is scarcely ever so 
serious a matter as thc stately phrase sug
gests; but remember, Lieutenants, if you will 
lend a sympathetic ear while Captain "rumin
ates aloud" or perhaps more occasionally while 
she has a "thorough blow off" you will be ab-

solutely invaluable. Lieutenants and Captains 
together! To us is given t he marvellous privi
lege of leading the children into their own 
great game; the more we succeed the less we 
will be needed. Guiding is a life and living the 
way of truth and love is the reality that we 
can bring to the Guides. Because Guiding is 
true to the children's needs, it is possible for 
us to help them. 

"Our reward is with us and our work be-
fore us." G. H. SWINBURNE. 

SWIMMING CLASSES. 
Miss Conole, who, for the last few years, 

has very kindly arranged classes to train 
Guiders and Rangers for Bronze Medallion, 
has again offered to do so this year. 

Last year there was a class of about 20, of 
whom 10 gained the Bronze Medallion, 3 the 
A warel, and 1 the Teachers' Certificate. Miss 
Conole hopes to have another good class this 
year. 

We should be very glad to hear from any 
Guiders or Rangers who would like to take 
advantage of this offer. 

The classes (about 16) are usually held at 
the City Baths, and the expense involved is 6d. 
admission to the baths each time, 1/- fee to 
join the class, and 5/- entry fee for the 
Bronze Medallion or Award test. 

Applications should be made to Miss Bar-
fus at Headquarters. S. H. IRVING. 

NAME OF COUNTRY DANCE. 
As so many members of the Guide Movement 

are interested in Country Dancing, I thought 
they might like to hear of the origin of one I 
have just "discovered." These facts appeared 
in a Scottish History, and are about the Dance 
called-and spelt by both Miss Gloyne and 
Mrs. Guyatt--"The Geud Man of Ballangigh" 
-although I have seen it spelt in other ways. 

However, the name originated in the reign 
of James V of Scotland. James used to live in 
Stirling Castle. and he was a very gay and 
pleasure-loving man. He used to delight in 
wandering amongst his people incognito, and 
on these occasions used to take the name of 
"The Gudeman of Ballengeich"-which hap
pens to be the correct way to spell it. The namc 
of the I'oad that runs below Stirling Castle 
walls is the Ballengeich road-so the name 
taken by James V. could easily be transformed 
into "The Gentleman of Ballengeich Road," 
which James happened to be! 

There are two songs said to be founded on 
James V.'s exploits. These are "The Gaberlun
zie Man" and "We'll gang nae mail' a-rovin'." 
It is all most interesting! 

Yours sincerely, 
GLADYS ONIANS . ----

UNCLAIMED CERTIFICATES. 
I have here St. John's Ambulance Certifi

cates for Jessie Watt and Jean McRae, which 
someone left here awa.iting some further ac
tion. Unfortunately I have no note as to which 
district they belong to or what I was to do 
with them, so should be glad if the District 
Secretaries concerned would claim them from 
me. F. V. BARFUS. 
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"The world moves along not only by the 
gigantic shoves of its hero workers, but by 
the aggregate tiny pushes of every honcst 
worker."- J. R. Green. 

S.O.S. HROWNI,l<; CAPS. 
Do Brown Owls know thai there are many 

Packs in the poorer suburbs and institutions 
where it is very difficult to carryon owing to 
lack of funds? Surely these are splendid op
portunities for more fortunate Packs to "Lend 
a Hand." 

o what can I do for my Brownies to-day. 
I've lots of ideas but no money to pay 
For uniforms, hats and the things that we 

need 
To make even the simplest of handcrafts 

succeed. 
Dear Brown Owls and Packs who have 

money enough 
To buy for your handcrafts the necessary 

stuff. 
Whose hats will ali fit, and whose uni

forms smart. 
Our unfortunate case won't you please take 

to heart, 
And adopt us." M.H.J. 

OPENING CEREMONY. 
(To the tune of "Girls and Boys come out to 

play.") 
B.O. and T.O. stand by Totem and sing first 

verse, while Brownies remain in homes till the 
name of their Six is mentioned, when they run 
into Fairy Ring. . 

Second verse all join hands and sing. 
Brownies, Brownies, come make your ring" 

Some are Fairies, who always sing, 
Some are Pixies, and some are Elves, 

Helping others, not themselves. 

Brownies, Brownies, in work or play, 
Help each other in every way, 

Always a smile and a helping hand, 
And so we make a happy band. V.H. 

WHERE'S THAT SMILE? 
Thcrc being several very new Brownies to 

bc, Brown Owl- just about to have an Enrol
men~asked these to sit round the toadstool. 
Imagine Brown Owls' fare when one of them 
carefully liIts up her Rkirt and prepares- in 
all innocence-to sit on the toadstool! 

AJter llIuch discussion and trying out the 
Hlrious samples suggested and submitted, it 
has been decided to adopt the machine knitted 
caps according to the orignal square pattern. 
The round-shaped hand knitt6ld caps submitted 
at the last Guiders' Conference could not be 
satisfactorily copied in machine knitting. 

It is therefore recommended that these ma
chine-knitted caps-obtainable at H.Q. at 1/ 10 
--should now be worn instead of the old hand
knitted caps, as these are no longer uniform 
with the machine-knitted ones. The saving 
in cost of the hand-knitted caps has proved of 
little value when compared with the durabili
ty of the new caps. 

In fact, in time, we expect many caps to 
reach our Brownie Uniform Depot (care of 
Miss Elvin, 279 Domain Road, South Yarra) 
where needy Packs may then buy used caps 
at a reduced price, 

N.B.- Meantime, the old hand knitted caps 
Illay be used up 01' sent, to the depot. 

ADRIENNE PALING, 
Commissioner for Brownies. 

BROWNIE HATS. 
The question of rush hats was fully discussed 

at the General Purposes Committee Meeting, 
and at present no hat more suitable than these 
are available at anything like the price (2/9)! 
A more expensive hat (linen or good straw) to 
be worn all the year round was discussed and 
found not suitable. Therefore, until someone 
finds the necessary solution, the present hats 
will continue to be worn. 

With care, a rush hat should last two sum
mers, and as caps are usually worn from Eas
ter to Show Week, much depends too on the 
way the hat is "put away" during those Winter 
months. 

ADRIENNE PALING, 
Commissioner for Brownies. 

Reference has been made in the last two edi-
1 ions of "Matilda" to a Great Brown Owl. 
This mus t not. b confused with the Great 
Brown Owl in England. The name was used 
only in a fictitious sense. 
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NEEDLE-WEAVING. 

Weaving is one of the oldest crafts, and re
mains one of the most interesting and fascina
ting. The first weaving, we find, was done 
with rushes, which the ancient peoples wove 
into the shapes they wanted.. coV'ered the 
shapes with clay, and then baked them in the 
fire, burning off the basket work and hardening 
the clay. 1n this way they made their dishes 
and pots, and vessels for carrying water. Then 
we find in the different countries primitive 
forms of looms appearing--usually a beam, 
supported by two uprights, and having a smal
ler beam across the bottom. The warp threads 
-those are the threads which run the length 
of the material-were evenly stretched between 
the two beams, and the weft (or woof) threads 
- those which run across-were darned across, 
thread by thread, the weaver using a wooden 
shuttle. In the early Egyptian looms we see 
from the pictures that the worker began at the 
bottom and worked towards the top, while the 
weavers in ancient Britain worked from the top 
to the bottom. 

Nowadays we may see looms of all shapes 
and sizes. Here is the simplest one I know of 
-it costs you nothing to make, and you can 
get splendid results. All you need is wool
it is a good thing to have two balls of different 
colours-and you will find it easier to use a 
thick sports wool, or at least a four-ply. You 
could make a kettle holder for your first at
tempt. Take a piece of strong cardboard about 
one inch bigger than your article is to be, 
and at the top and bottom of this rule a 
straight line half an inch in from the edge. 
Then carefully mark every eighth of an inch 
along these two lines, beginning half an inch 
in from the sides. When you have it marked, 
take a sharp daming needle, and prick through 
each of these marks. 

Thread your darning needle now with a piece 
of wool as long as you can manage-about two 
or three yards. Mark on your cardboard the 
back and the front, and remember that all the 
work is done on the front. Stad at the top and 
run the needle and thread (from the back) 
through the first hole on the top, leaving two or 
three inches at the end. Fasten this end so that 
it does not slip-and darn it neatly in when 
the weaving is finished. Now the needle and 
thread goes down to the first hole at the bot
tom, through that from front to back, and the 
thread is pulled firm, but not too tight. Then, 
from back to front through the second hole 
at the bottom, and up to the top, where it goes 
through from front to back. This is continued 
until you have used up all your holes, and you 
are ready to weave. 

For weaving, the best thing to use is a long 
blunt needle or a bodkin. Thread this with 
your second wool, and begin to weave by pass
ing under and over every alternate thread. As 
you finish each line, keep the weft (or weaving 
thread) pushed up against its neighbour, the 
first one being as near as possible to the top. 
As you get away from the top you may find 
your work gets nalTower, and it will only need 
commonsense to tell you thal you are pulling 
lhe weft threads a little too tightly across. Do 
a dozen lines of this, and then look at itr--in 

good weaving it should make even squares, 
very small, and really only noticeable when you 
look at it closely. 

N ow make a pattern. Instead of over and 
under every alternate thread, go over three, 
under three all the way across, and then back, 
over the same three, and under the same three. 
You may have to do an uneven number at the 
ends to make this come right, and you must 
go round a thread at the ends, or you will pull 
your last line undone. When you have done 
six lines of this, reserve the pattern, and go 
over where you went under before-so that you 
may make a check pattern. Then do a little 
more over and under every alternate thread. 
Then try a different pattern-say, over four 
and under two. You can do an inch or so of 
this. You can make a zig-zag pattern-go over 
two and under two, and back again, and each 
time you begin a new line move the pattern on 
one thread, but keep the same weave--over 
two and under two. You will find it awfully 
exciting working out designs, and your kettle
holder will be finished long before you have 
tried half the ones you want to. You can 
make something bigger next time-a wallet, 
perhaps. You will need to line this when it is 
finished to make it firm. 

About joining wools-don't tie a knot. Just 
make the same join that you do in knitting, by 
laying the new thread along the end of the 
old one for two or three inches. 

Wool is the easiest material to weave, but as 
you become expert, try others-linen, cotton, 
silk, twine, raffia. Do it on a larger scale, and 
use strips of rag, cut about thl'ee-quarters of 
an inch wide, and twisted a little. 

The greatest fun would be to spin and dye 
and weave your own wools. 

Why not try? 
I-l.M.F.A. 

RANGER SECTION. 

Those present at the Ranger Guiders' Con
ference on 5th March decided that as "Matil
da" is an "Official Treasure Bag of Guiders' 
Information," the Ranger Column in "Matilda" 
should contain something helpful to themselves 
in looking after a Ranger Company. 

As is often the case with Rangers (Guiders 
or otherwise), nobody present was able to do 
anything about it themselves, they did 1101' 
really feel they could! In fact, they did not 
really know what they would like best either
but thought "Games" would do to slart with, 
and a sub-committee was appointed (under 
protest) to deal with the matter. 

The sub-committee thereupon had a brief 
meeting; there were to be a few words on 
"The Psychology of Games for Rangers," 01· 
something of that nature, so that people would 
think they were really getting something, and 
also a few games so that the people who had 
not been bluffed by the P. of G. for R. would 
think they were getting something, too! 

Unfortunately the writer does not know any 
more about the "Psychology of Games fOl" 
Rangers" than most other Ranger Guiders, 
and as she has not had time to look through 
back copies of the "Guider," as she intended to 
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do when she accepted the responsibility of the 
"few words," that section has to be regretfully 
laid aside-but there are two very exciting 
team games that another member of the sub
committee has submitted as her share-and 
the Psychology of Games, etc., should not be 
missed, even by the most intense. The third 
member of the sub-committee gave a lot of 
encouragement, and thought there would not 
be room for her games! E.E.M. 

Peg. Relay. 
Three chairs, three bundles of clothes pegs 

(thirty-six in each) and three teams, an even 
number in each, are needed to make this game 
exciting. 

Method: Each bundle of pegs put in a heap 
is placed on a chair in front of each team. The 
team is numbered. No.1 collects the pegs with 
two hands and runs around the chair by her 
left, and gives them to No.2, and runs to the 
end of the line by the right of her team. No. 
2 runs with the pegs forward around the chair 
and back to No.3, and so on till the No.1 re
ceives the pegs, replaces them, and l'eturns to 
her place for the finish. 

Rules: If, when passing the pegs, some are 
dropped, the passer picks them up and gives 
them to the receiver. If, however, the pegs 
are dropped on the run, the carrier must pick 
them up for herself. LW.R. 

RANGER FIXTURES. 
June Week-End--4th-6th June. 

As it is necessary for the Committee to 
know at once the number of Rangers who wish 
to attend this week-end, names, accompanied 
by a deposit of 3/ -, should be sent to Queenie 
Ahon, 24 Trafalgar Road, Camberwell, E.6, 
by April 21st. The total cost will be 16 / -, and 
Rangers will bring their own sheets, pillow slip 
and towels. 

BASKET BALL. 
At a meeting held on 16th March, 1932, at 

Headquarters, 15 Companies were represented. 
It was decided to play in two groups (North 

and South) as follows:-
North-1st Aberfeldie, Fitzroy District, 2nd 

Fitzroy, 1st Ivanhoe, Heidelberg District, 
1st Eastern Hill, 1st Melbourne, North
cote District. 

South- 1st Albert Park, 3rd Camberwell, 1st 
Canterbury, St. Kilda District, 1st St. Kil
da, Armadale-Toorak District, 1st Surrey 
Hills. 

The meeting recommended that a member 
of the Basket Ball sub-Committee should be 
on the Metropolitan Ranger Committee, or 
one of the members of the main committee 
should be appointed as Convener of the sub
Committee. 

Discussion arose as to whether the Com
panies should be asked to pay an entry fee, or 
whether the Metropolitan Ranger Committee's 
funds could bear the postage and other ex
penses. 

A meeting of Team Captains and Umpires 
was arranged to arrange all details for the 
matches and deeide on the rules. 

Swimming Day. 
The sub-Committee for the Swimming Day 

regret that owing to the extra number of 
Ranger fixtures it will be impossible to hold 
the Swimming Sports this year. 

We regret that owing to lack of space we 
were unable to publish both games- the third 
member of the Sub-Committee was quite right! 
-Ed. 

THINGS EVERY GUIDE OUGHT TO KNOW. 

I-What Australian tree is an evergreen, and 
yet has no leaves? 

2-What native bird lays many eggs in the 
season, but each one in a different nest? 

3-How many teeth has a snail? 
4-What Australian bird lays a large clutch of 

eggs and constantly watches them, but 
never sits upon them? 

5-How did our Wattle tree get its name? 
6-Why do leaves fall in the Autumn? 
7-Why is the Ladybird so valuable an insect? 
8-What is it that has the head of a bird and 

the body of an animal? 
9-What two Australian animals lay eggs. 
lO-What does the name "Eucalypt" mean '? 
ll- How can you distinguish between a star 

and a planet? 
l2- How did the Petrel (a sea bird) get its 

name? 
Answers will be published next month. 

-J.H. 

MORE ABOUT BIRD CALLS. 

Would you like a "true story" of a bird call, 
Matilda? I have experienced the fun of learn
ing to distinguish different notes, just as you 
have described, and thought I knew all the 
birds about my home. Then, one day, I heard 
a new call-a long, mournful double whistle. 
"A shrike-tit"! you will immediately exclaim 
-and so I thought, by the sound, but the 
flight and slim lines of the bird were decidedly 
those of a honey-eater For many months I 
heard that call, at odd intervals, and it was 
always in flight that the bird gave it--never 
when at rest--and the foliage was always too 
thick for me to see the bird when it perched 
after calling. I consulted a "bird" friend, who 
said "White-plumed honeyeater"-but I knew 
"Greenie" too well to mistake him. Then, one 
day, came the chance that always comes if we . 
have patience-my bird flew, called, and alight
ed on the telephone wire-and it WAS a white
plumed honeyeater! A little di sappointing 
after months of waiting and watching, and 
when I thought I was discovering a new spe
cies-but very interesting and thrilling to have 
cleared up so elusive a pl'oblem. M.H. 



April, 1932. M A TIL D A . 
~~~~------------------~ 

7 

BOTANICAL GARDENS. 
The attention of Guiders is drawn to the 

following clauses in the regulations "for the 
care, protection and management of the Bo
tanical Gardens, Melbourne." 

Clause 2-"No person shall .... engage 
in any sport 01' games .... in the Gardens." 

Clause 9-"No assemblies for picnics, fetes 
or concerts, or for the purpose of public wor
ship, preaching of any kind, 01' meetings of :: 
like character shall take place in the Gardens 
without the permission in writing of the Min
ister of Lands first obtained." 

We feel that numbers of Guide companies 
have often unconsciously infringed these regu
lations. A little thought makes it plain why 
these regulations are necessary to protect the 
valuable collection of plants in the Gardens. 
and if Guiders know about the regulations 
they will take care not to arrange unsuitabl e 
activities with the Guides in the Gardens. 

In most cases the things Guides would do at 
the Gardens would not be objected to by the 
authorities, but the regulations quoted em
power the officials to take action if they con
sider the Guides are in danger of damaging 
any of the growth. Ball games are obviously 
not in accordance with the regulations. If 
Guiders wish to have a Field Day in the Gar
dens. they should apply in good time before
hand to the Lands Department or the curator 
of the Gardens. S. H. IRVING. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE BUILDING OF A GUIDE HOME. 
Deal' Matilda, 
Seven years have passed since the first Guide 

of the 1st Monbulk Company made her prom
ise. Since then over seventy Guides have made 
the same promise, and have joined in the same 
game. And all the time they have been wish
ing very hard for something, when nearly a 
hundred people are wishing hard (I think they 
must have been working hard, too--Ed., M.)
surely something is bound to happen. It has! 

We, the 1st Monbulk Guides and Brownies, 
are going into Oul' new home on Saturday, 
April 30th. Matilda, will you broadcast an in
vitation to our sister Guides to come to the 
opening ceremony of our House-all-our-own. 
built by faith, hope and good friends in a little 
corner that no one ever seemed to want and no 
one had ever tried to make beautiful. 

N ow it is ever so precious to us, because 
we have worked for it ourselves. A fete in 
the nearby hall is to pay for the last penny for 
material. An autograph album explains how 
another sum was raised, and if you look at us 
you may be able to tell who felled the trees 
and cleared the ground and took lessons in car
pentry and made shelves. 

We would be so thrilled to welcome any 
Guides on the Great Day. If we knew they 
were coming we would escort them to a place 
in the Guard of Honour assembling at 2.30 at 
the Mechanics' Institute. Monbulk is just a 
few miles on from Belgrave on the main road 
-less than an hour's run from the city. 

Greetings from 1st Monbulk! 
K. WELLINGTON, Captain. 

A BRIGHTER MATILDA. 
Deal' Matilda, 

I am sending one answer to your letter im
mediately. I want the postman to get into 
training for March 16th. I want to make the 
very rash statement that there are dozens of 
Guiders like myself who read "Matilda" greed
ily month by month without showing any 
visible sign of appreciation, and who yet again 
would feel that the end of the world had come 
if "Matilda" folded her tent and silently stole 
away from the scene of Guiding. 

I wonder how other Guiders would explain 
this? I have spent to-day ticking off some rea
sons. Firstly, I hit upon the troubles of the 
inarticulate. Sometimes I read a neat snappy 
little page from a Guider who has been into 
camp for one glorious soul-refreshing week. 
Has it ever struck you that there are another 
thirty or forty grateful Guiders just mention
ing that week in their prayers? 

If this firstly has an explanation, it might be 
that, lamentably enough, the art of writing 
letters seems to be fast dying out. Dozens of 
busy Guiders rushing round like the east wind 
from morn till night have not time to put their 
hectic thoughts on paper. 

There creeps in the thought of the would-be 
writer with the inferiority complex. She fairly 
burns with ideas, but is sure someone else can 
express them so much better. Now, isn't she 
silly? She may have a fair amount of leisure 
in which to write her grievance, and in a few 
weeks' time 1st Woop-Woop finds her eyes 
popping out from shock at finding that some
one else has asked the identical question she 
would have raised if-- (and so on). 

We readers may seem very unresponsive 
shadowy nothings to the good contributors of 
our magazine. We must seem as unsatisfactory 
as an audience over the air. But on the other 
hand, very definite personalties are conjured 
UP now by the ever-welcome initials which fin
alise many an interesting paragraph. 

S.H.I. stands for practical and helpful de
tails. G.H.S. is infinitely gentle, and consti
tutes a whole library in herself. F.V.B. is a 
big bully. I always hold my head on with two 
hands when I come to her page, but what 
would we do without her? I have only just 
learnt H.M.F.A. Those initials are a mistake. 
They should be W.A.G. J.H. makes one think 
of the smell of the bush after a morning mist 
and "Johnnies" saying good-night to the sun. 
I am going to keep an eye open for E.E.S. 
from now on. And all the time I am hoping 
some lonely Woop Woop Captain is getting 
her "Matilda" alright. K.W. 

STRADBROKE CUP. 
District Secretaries are reminded that if 

their districts wish to enter for the Stradbroke 
Cup, which is to be awarded for the best Hand
craft display, entries MUST be sent to the 
Handcraft Secretary at Headquarters, not 
later than 1st May. 
Carpentry Classes are being arranged, ancl 
elates will be published in the daily Press. 

H. M. F. ALEXANDER, Handcraft Sec. 
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TRAINING WEEKS. 
If applications warrant it, the following

Training Weeks will be held at Government 
Cottage, Upper Macedon, thl'ough the courtesy 
of Lady Irvine. Guider in charge: Miss M. E. 
Bush. 

24th Victorian Training Week from Friday, 
13th May, to Friday, 20th May, 1932fi inclusive. 
Training in First Class and Company Manage
ment-for Guiders who are already 2nd class. 

Arrangements will be made to hold tests in 
Judging Heights, Weights, Distances, Num
bers and Time; Compass; Two Mile Walk; 
First Aid; Health Rules. Guiders wishing to be 
tested must have gained the necessary badges, 
or be ready to complete them within six 
months' and must have practised for the tests 
previou~ to the week. Guiders should tate. 
when applying, whether they wish to. be. tested, 
stating which sections and also mentlOmng any 
other tests for First Class already passed. 

25th Victorian Training Week from Friday, 
20th May, to Saturday, 28th May, 1932, in
clusive. Training in Tendel·foot Te t and Sec
ond Class Work, and Company Management. 

A Brownie Training Course will be held at 
the same time as the 25th Week (20th-28th 
May inclusiv). Guilder in charge: Miss A. 
Paling. 

A Week-End of Ranger Training will be held 
from Saturday, 28th May, to Tuesday, 31st 
May, ] 932, inclusive. 

The FEE for each Week will be 301, for the 
Week-End 15/ (Ranger Training). 

APPLICA TIONS (envelopes endorsed 
"Training Week") accompanied by a deposit of 
;:'/-, should be made in writing to the Secre
tary, TRAININq DEPARTMEN~, at Head
quarters, if possible, by 18th Apl'll, ~932. De
posits will not be l'efunded unless Withdrawal 
of application is made a fortnight before the 
heginning of each Week (or Week-End). 

M. E. BUSH, 
Commissioner for Training- . 

OTICE. 
The attention of Guiders is again directed 

to the fact that 
Belts (G.G.), 
Hatbands (worked or stamped), 
State Badges, , 

can NOT be sold to recruits or GUides unless 
they produce a written order, SIGNED BY 
THE CAPTAIN. 

Guiders will realise that it is for the protec
tion of the Movement that this rule must be 
observed. A good deal of trouble is caused in 
the Equipment Depot when it has to be ex
plained to parents and others who c.ome .to 
buy equipment that they must have thiS WI'lt
ten order. A mere list of goods to be bought 
is not sufficient; the following form would be 
quite adequate for an ordel':-

Date ............... . 
.... ............. _ Company 
Please supply bearer .............. with the 
following equipment:-

(Signature of Captain). 
MARY LITTLEJOHN 

Commissioner for Equipment. 

R.\ IL WAY CONCESSIONS. 

A party of Guide .folk going hiking (yes, 
hiking, not picnicing! thij week-end) took ad
vantage of the Guide colltession fares, and the 
Captain duly filled in KIl th~ na'ol!s on the 
form, including that of t.he.: . 'euteriant,/ol After 
her own name and tha Lieutenant' she 
wrote modestly "adult. <. ,~.- . • :. '-

The official from whont" sh!J. "vas-.:b.,wting the 
tickets a few days befol'e-a.-~l·y helpful con
venience, this-protested that "only one Corps 
Commander" could be included -itlthe party at 
the concession rates, and forthwith, in spite 
of the protests of the Captain, charged ordin
ary week-end fare for the Lieutenant's ticket! 

It is fortunate that this incident was re
ported to us by the Guider concerned, for we 
have now been able to clear up the matter. The 
regulations of the Railway authorities distinct
ly state that only one officer is included in each 
party at the concession rates; but as the Lieu
tenants are Guides apart from their official 
capacity of Guider, they, too, are entitled to 
have the concession rates, but to avoid con
fusion and misunderstanding, the Lieutenant's 
name should be entered as one of the Guides, 
with "over 16" in the age column. (By the way, 
one gathers it is not necessary to state exact 
age in this column-simply "undel' 16" or 
"over I6"- that is a help, isn't it?) 

Would all Guiders please take careful note 
of the above instructions? We do not want to 
cause any trouble to the railway officials, con
sidering how generous they are to us with con
cessions, and special luggage permits, and so 
on. 

SYBIL H. IRVINe . 

WARRANTS. 
Hruwn Owls. 

lsi GJt'1I ll'i l; Pad\: -~Iiss 'P. )Iullin . 
ht Uptdelbe l'l( Plt ck-~lisx B. .\typo. 

1'"wII1' O\VI~. 
1st ' 1~ 1''' nk'ton P~\l'k-Mi$$ B. BnlllE'. 

('ul.tnins. 
l ~t Fratlk: .. ,fun- :\Iiss :\1. Andt.\I' I,HH1 . 
/-ilh HawtlIO\'1l -~I\·". T1H"kpl'. 
1st \rlol~l 'L'uwlI - :\liHS Ji~. Nkllnl:-;on . 

J.if'ut{'lllantH. 
lsi A\'mnll"lic - ,Iis,; .r. ,file·hp\1. 
!~)'rl Caulfif'lcl ~Iiss H. :\lnt'gl'(,.!!'OI', 

Ihang-tOr Captain. 
1st ~mHlringhnlll - :\fiss D. TTn,nnflll. 

REGISTRATIONS. 
-Pnel{s . 

1st Foxt,'\·. 
('ullllHln ief't. 

~lId Cnlllflr\ll. 
:;1 h (':[lIlfie\cl. 
:11'" I,fist i\fal\,E' rn . 
~l1d E\xtrmw\rk. 
th Kew. 

Rongf'r Conllulnles. 
:h'd Rust ~Jnh·(,1'n. 
~nl\ IvnnhoE'. 
tit h \,ldol'lnu 1.011<'". 

ALTERATIONS . 
1st Bullnrnt Hungers-Miss Fl. Armstrong, 322 Arm

"trong RtrMlt. North BalJarnt (vtce Miss Roe
!llg('rl. 

1st TT:1\ythnrn ('0-:\11ss L. Clayton, 341 Rlversdale 
Honcl. ('ulllbf'I'II'('II, E.G (TicI' M18~ ,wlnburlle, 

Jen\'(; of nbseuce oue year), 

~ . , 


	Mitilda313233_0135
	Mitilda313233_0136
	Mitilda313233_0137
	Mitilda313233_0138
	Mitilda313233_0139
	Mitilda313233_0140
	Mitilda313233_0141
	Mitilda313233_0142

