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AN EXPLANATION. 

George could never tell a lie in the life to 
him allotted, and-coincidentally-nor could 1-
without its being spotted! George was born 
on double two of two, two hundred years ago; 
so we two, too, goll born that day as his dis
ciples should do. 

An Acknowledgment. 
To readers from every latitude may I say 

that it is not a mere platitude but a sign of 
what is really our attitude, when we offer our 
whole-hearted gratitude for the greeting you 
have sent us to-day. 

(sgd.) OLAVE BADEN-POWELL. 
(sgd.) BADEN-POWELL OF GILWELL. 

22nd February, 1932. 

[This is the wording of a card from the 
Chiefs, in reply to our cabled greetings on 
their birthday. The card is on the board at 
H.Q.J 

FIRST CLASS CONFERENCE, 16/4/1932. 

A Conference of 51 Guiders who have 
passed the whole or part of the First Class 
Badge test was held on Saturday, 16th April, 
1932, in the Cafeteria, Melbourne University. 
through the courtesy of the Registrar and of 
Miss Edith Cameron. 

Miss Margaret Moore, Commissioner for 
Tests and Badges, opened the Conference, say
ing that there was a definite need for the Con
ference between all the Guiders who had had 
some experience in training and testing Guides 
for the First Class Test, so that they could 
pool their ideas and experiences. 

The work for the badge needed to be inter
esting, practical, useful and fun for the Guides 
preparing for it, and their success must depend 
on the amount of personal effort and practice 
they put into it, after having been shown pro
per methods. 

The Captain cannot instruct in all the sec
tions satisfactorily, nor may she test her own 
Guides. Proficiency Badge Examiners and In
structors are helpful; trained people are best 
for First Aid and similar sections. Guiders 
may test in sections for which they are speci· 
ally trained. • 

Speaking of what we expect our First Class 
Guides to BE, Miss Moore said that the three 
"H's" of Guiding- Happiness, Health and 
Helpfulness-were a g-ood basis for the "good 
influence" demanded of First Class Guides; one 
expected them to have a certain "balance". The 
Court of Honour should be used to help in judg
ing candidates on the first clause of the test. 
Good Patrol leaders should be worthy to go for 
First Class Badge, and so should any Guider . 
by reason of her office. 

The gaining of the first class badge should 
be a help for life-not just another badge to 
wear. 

Asked whether thc candidate might be asked 
questions about the second class test work. 
Miss Moore said that quite a lot of the second 
class work could be worked in with the Firs" 
Class test, and thus be revised. 

The headings under which the test sections 
would be discussed during this Conference 
would be: 

1. What do we expect of them at the test; 
2. How do we test; 
B. How do we train them for it? 

Heights (Miss Bush). 
This test is mainly a training in intelligence, 

but also in usefulness (e.g., jUdging the height 
of windows, etc., to get an idea of the amount 
of material l'equired for curtains). 

1. Do we expect the candidates to be able to 
judge one foot to 12 ft., 12 to 30 ft., or over 
30 ft.? It is probably more useful to be able to 
judge larger distances than shorter ones. The 
20 per cent. errol' gives plenty of scope, and 
no one should fail. The candidate may use any 
"mental" method she likes, but should not, 
for example, go and stand against the wall oJ" 
tree to test its height by her own. It is the 
standard in her mind, gained by practice, t hat 
she uses, and she measures with her eye. 

2. We should make sure that the testing it
self is practical and interesting. Give inter
esting problems as questions at the test. 

3. The training for this test needs special 
practice--estimate, write down, and check, 
marking the amount of error-over or under. 

Miss Hayman, on request, explained the "J 1 
-I- 1" method of measuring heights, which 
cannot be used for heights less than about G 
feet. Stand at the foot of the object to be 
measured, and walk 11 paces out from there; 
place a stick upright on the ground at the 11th 
pace-take one more pace (all paces must be 
the same size). Putting your eye on the 
ground at th~ 12th pace, find the spot on the 
stick which coincides with the top of the 
object to be measured, and the measurement 
to that point on the stick in inches will give the 
approximate height of the large object in feet. 
For a very high object go 22 paces plus 2 
paces. 

The disadvantages of the "shadow method" 
was that it required a knowledge of mathe
matics. 

Distance (Miss Nethercote). 
Miss Nethercote suggested that the judging 

of distance was mainly a matter of eyesight, 
and training of the eyes, and she thought it 
was sufficient to test up to a mile, but not mOl·e. 
Another Guider thought Guides should be 
trained to judge much larger distances, :1:01' 
usefulness. Miss Nethercote said one nfleded 
to practise oneself to find out at what distance 
one ceased to be able to distinguish the leaves 
of trees, the bark, etc.; at what distance one 
can see the eyes of a man approaching, his 
face, etc. A piece of string knotted at 6 in., 
etc., was a useful measure to have in the 
pocket. 

A good deal of discussion took place on the 
question of whether distance-judging was a 
test of eye-control or of intelligence. 

Weights (Miss Nethercote). 
This test was a training in the development 

of feeling. Constant practice was required 
from the Recruit stage on wards, in judging 

« 



...-------------------- - - -

May, 1932. MATILDA. 

weights from 1 oz. to 10 Ibs. Again it was 
necessary for the Guides to be able to check 
their judgment with scales. 

Ti me (Miss Nethercote). 
The times to be judged should range from 

one to ten minutes to hours . 
Nu mbers (Miss Nethercote). 

Miss Nethercote said thi s section also was 
a training for the eyes. Practical questions 
might be': How many people are there in this 
room? How many would the room hold? How 
many people could be seated (how many chairs 
are there)? 

Another Guider considered the test should 
involve the judging of number s that were there 
to see- not possible numbers that could be fit
ted in. , I "~L 

One Guider asked whether eye-control came 
under "Intelligence," as these tests were 
placed under the "Intelligence" heading in the 
syllabus, Much discussion took place among 
Guiders on this point, the general opinion 
seeming to be that the test was one of intelli
gence, involving practice in seeing and judging. 

Compass (Miss Hayman). 
To be able to repeat the 16 points of the 

compass is hardly a test to intrigue a Guide. 
The compass sections should be one of the most 
romantic parts of the First Class Test. There 
is no need to wait until the Guides are se
cond class before they practise this. There 
is no need to stress the compass itself or the 
points as such; start with the stars-imagine 
they are out at night and need to find their 
way home. Someone will suggest a compass 
(which is no help unless you understand its 
use). If they can find the South by some con
stellation, e.g., by the Southern Cross, and 
face it, the belt buckle will be South, and the 
swivels east and west. They can then learn to 
find directions by the sun, adapting their star 
knowledge to it. You cati bring the compass 
out when the sun and stars arc not visible; in 
showing children the compass tell them the in
teresting things about it--the peculiarities of 
the magnet, etc" but first let them find out 
what they can themselves-it spoils it for them 
if you tell them everything first. 

For the test, give compass directions to he 
followed; point to a building and ask what its 
compass direction is. Play lots of games and 
competitions for practice. 

1/- in t he Bank (Miss Moore). 
The production of a Savings Bank Book is 

sufficient proof-one should not pry into the 
book itself, but one should ask when the laRt 
deposit was made, and find out if a habit of 
thrift is being cultivated. 

Mil e (Miss Moore). 
It is now considered permiss ible to carry a 

watch to check the time, so that the test be
comes merely a matter of practice and good 
health, and does not involve jUdging of time 
and pace as welL We expect the Gu ides to 
do the distance in the specified time, with very 
little margin under or over. 

Map (Miss Dunn). 
It is necessary for the Guides to draw the 

area in detail first, as a basis for future 
sketch maps. To copy a map and learn it by 
heart is not a bit exciting; it is much more in
teresting to build up the map oneself from ex
perience. The very interesting way for t he 
company (not only the First Class candidates 
but all the Recruits as well) to do this is to 
have a large card with a circle about 18 in. in 
diameter; coloured streamers are used to in
dicate the streets running north and south : 
another colour shows the streets running east 
and west. To find where the half-mile l'adius 
comes on the map, the Guides can walk for n 
minutes in one direction, and see where it 
lakes them to. This links the map t1P with 
another section of the test. The following 
",eek the Guides are expected to have discov
ered how far their own street is from one of 
the main streets, and they mark it in. Each 
Patrol can be responsible for filling in the de
tails of one section- north, south, east or west 
section. Acurate scale is not necessary, but 
there should be a sense of proportion. lin. to 
] 00 yards is a suitable scale to use. Guides 
should know how many of their own paces go 
to so many yards. 

Some knowledge of the more general con
ventional signs is necessary, and Guides should 
practice giving verbal directions. The Sketch 
map should be neat; land marks should be put 
in to cheer the person who is following up the 
map. Traverse methods are very helpful when 
hiking' for half a day, and are a good and ex
citing way of checking a map done by other 
means, though traversing as such is not part 
of the Test. 

The Conference then dissolved into groups 
for practice work. 

[The account of the Evening Session will 
appear next month.] 

THE WORLD FLAG ABROAD. 

The News Bulletin from the World Associa
tion of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts gives the 
following explanation of the symbols used in 
the World Flag:-

1.- The stars in the two leaves of the tl'e
foil mean the leading stars which we 
will always keep before us- The Pro
mise and The Guide Law. 

2.- The vein of line is the compass needle 
which will always give us the right 
course or way in Guiding. 

3.- The flame-like base on which the trefoil 
rests is the flame of the love of mankind 
- it will always burn high, brightly and 
intensively in the heart of all Girl 
Guides. 

News comes of the Flag flying at Guide func
tions in Egypt and Brazil. The Guides of the 
Irish Free State have adopted the design of 
the World Flag combined with the Cross of St. 
Patrick as their Standard. 

"How much can I reveal, how little need 
explain, must be the teacher's maxim." 
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WOODWORK FOR GIRLS. 
By Alex. Smith. 

Remembering occasions when I have been 
"sidelined" at tennis by innocent-looking girls 
who have hit a moving ball with the punch and 
precision of a steam hammer, I am inclined 
to think that in spite of opinions to the con
trary, it is quite possible to teach them wood
work, for in both pursuits the main qualifica
tions are eyesight, attention and energy. 

Then, of course, there are tools, and just as 
it is foolish to try playing with a poor racket, 
so there is little chance of doing good work 
with saws and planes of inferior quality. Even 
for such a small job as the one we are consider
ing-a small door-there will be need for a 
hammer, a saw, a screwdriver and a bl'adawl, 
but as these are usually part of the household 
equipment, they will probably be at hand. 

It was suggested to me that a girl might be
gin her woodwork practice by making a door 
for such a box as can be bought from the 
grocers. If that is to be done we shall need 
two stiles, or side pieces, a top rail, and a bot
tom rail, together with a piece of plywood or 
thin board for the panel. For a box 30 x 18in. 
the stiles and top rail might be 2 x ~in. with a 
3 x ~in. bottom rail, .all of which could be 
bought ready planed from any timber yard. 

Fig. 1 shows the first stile being marked to 
length, and the next sketch explains how Tight 
angled cuts can be made with the aid of a 
sawing board constructed beforehand from 
threc pieces of spare timber. 

-4 

In Fig. 3 two battens have been nailed to an 
old board or a bench top with the exact width 
of the box between them, and it will readily 
be seen that it is now possible to mark the 
length of top and bottom rails so that they, 
too, may be sawn. 

In Fig. 4 the door frame is laid in position, 
and its joints held by corrugated fasteners or 
wiggle nails, which are specially made for this 
purpose, and cost but a few penee a dozen. 

They should be driven by light hammer 
blows along their whole length, and perhaps ;t 
would I e well to sacrifice one or two in a 
practice hit before tackling the joints of your 
door. 

The wiggle nails will be on the inside face 
of the door, and if they are unsightly through 
unskilful driving, the plywood can he made 
wide enough to cover them, otherwise it will be 
sufficient if enough lap for good screwhold iii 
allowed. 

Holes should be bored with a brad-awl be
fore attempting to drive fine ~-in. screws, after 
which the hinges and a snap catch can be 
screwed on the face and the job finished in 
coloured lacquer. 

Shelves can be made from thin timber rest
ing on cleats screwed to the box sides, and per
haps I ought to say that when the job is ly
ing as in Fig. 4 its diagonal lengths should be 
measured and compared to make certain that 
the frame is rectangular, also that the table 
or board must be quite fiat, 01' the finished 
door will be twisted. 
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NOW WE'VE COME TO THE BROWNIE PAGE 

"Only those who do nothing at all never make mistakes." . . . (Honore Balzac). 

THANK YOU! 

London, 10th March, 1932. 
My Dear Brownie Guiders, 

May I say thank you very, VE:ry much lor the 
Australian wooden box that was given to ma 
from you, before I left Melbourne. I love 
wooden things, and this box is a particularly 
beautiful one. Already I have found it to be a 
Useful Box to Keep Things In! And I do 
value the little plate inside it-'tisn't every
body has the honour of being your "first Eagle 
Ow!." 

I did want, and mean, to write to all your 
Packs separately, to say thank you for the 
wonderful collection of Useful Things that 
they made for me. But my actual departu"e 
from Melbourne was rather sudden, and now 
with the very little time that this life leavc~ 
me. I am afraid I will 
neve.r get the letters 
written. So will you all 
say thank you very, 
very much to your 
Packs for me, and teli 
them how I loved each one of their gifts. I wish 
they could have shared the fun I had undoing 
the parcels! 

Have you heard anything of how they were 
given to me? I think the least said about it 
the better! But let me warn you-NEVER 
have anything to do with those Express trains 
that drop off a few carriages now and then 
without even pausing. The person on the rail
way station cannot have so much as one word 
with the Engine Driver! When you meet a 
train like that you may be fairly sure it's not 
up to any good! 

But I wish I could say "thank you" to you 
and your Brownies, as I really mean it, and 
almost more for all the very good times there 
have been, and the happiness and interest of 
everything. One counts it as such very good 
fortune to have had a share in Victoria's 
Brownie work. 

Goodbye, and all good wishes to everyone of 
you! 

MARGARET BROWN. 

NATURE GAME. 

"Fairies in the Woods" must be able to put 
the flowers out in the right places in the right 
seasons, so all round the room pictures of 
flowers are placed. When Brown Owl calls 
out a season, everyone hunts for a flower which 
blooms in that season, and the first to find one 
puts it in her corner under the correct label. 
Sixers can write labels of spring summer 
autumn and winter for their own co:ners. ' 

AN APPRECIATION. 

A Brownie parcel from a Country Pack has 
just arrived, and those Brownies must have 
been really busy, as in it were five dear little 
pairs of warm slippers in answer to an appeal 
for a Kindergarten. What happy smiles there 
will be on the faces of the little children! A 
"Thank You" to those Brownies and to Brown 
Owl also for her help! -L.H. 

THE WISDOM OF WISEACRE GNOME. 

The Wiseacl'e Gnome's acorn of ink threat
ens to run out. Help! Shall he dilute it with 
morning mist? 

Q.-If time after time B.O. found that some 
of the Brownies came without their penny, 
what should she do ?-"Pack Funds". 

A.-If there was definite indication that 
Brownies had been giv
en their pennies at 
home, but had parted 
with them on the way 
to pack, it would be best 
for B.O. to call them 

each alone and have a quiet talk. Otherwise 
I should advise B.O. to visit the homes when 
she may tactfully find out the true state of 
affairs without unnecessarily implicating the 
B's or hurting the Mothers. 

Q.-What would you do with a Brownie who 
has done everything except the plant for her 
Golden Hand and somehow cannot produce that 
aiter many unsuccessful attempts ?-"Golden 
Hand." 

A.-In this case I should surely think it was 
through improper treatment that the plant 
cou~d not be produced, and should therefol'e 
adVIse B.O. to have the child grow the plant 
under her supervision. 

Yours smilingly, WISEACRE GNOME. 

LET'S KEEP OUR EGGS WARM. 
. Brownies can cut out egg covers from odd 

pIeces of flannel. Brown Owl gives them paper 
pattern. ~he si~es are joined together by 
blanket stItch WIth wool the colour of their 
emblems. Brownies work on initials or simple 
design in same colored woo!. -M.C. 

INSPEGTION AND COLLECTION OF 
PENNIES. 

Brownies form themselves into an avenue of 
trees. Their hands are cupped to represent 
nests. In each nest the Brownies have left a 
1d. Brown .Owl inspect each tree. Tawny Owl 
follows behmd, takmg the pennies. -G.O. 

N.B.-Please be sure the nest is finished with 
before taking the empty egg shell (ld) .. 
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AN OPENING CEREMONY. BROWNIE KNI1"TED JUMPER. 

Each six forms a tree in different corners of 
the room, the sixer being the trunk. Tawny 
Owl represents the North Wind, and sings:-

"Come little leaves, said the wind one day, 
Come o'er the meadows with me and play, 
Put on your dresses of red and gold, 
For summer has gone and the days grow 

cold." 
The Brownies sing:-

"Soon as the leaves heard the wind's loud call 
Down they came tumbling one and all" 

(Brownies' arms flutter down to their 
sides) 

"Over the meadows they danced and flew, _ 
Singing the sweet little songs they knew." 

(Brownies dance from their corners 
into ring in centre of the room.) 

"Dancing and whirling the little leaves went, 
For Autumn had called them and they were 
content", 

(Brownies Jom hands and dance 
around rather briskly.) 

"Soon fast asleep in their little soft beds, 
The snow laid a covering over their heads." 

(Sung very softly. At the word "soon" 
the Brownies stop singing and sink 
very slowly on to the ground, laying 
their heads on their hands as though 

asleep.) 
Brown Owl now arrives in the forest to find 

all the trees bare and leaves scattered all over 
ground. She hoots, and the little Brownies who 
ale supposed to be hiding out of the cold under 
the dead leaves, push their way up and shout 
"Pack." 

Fairy Ring, etc. 
In order to teach the Brownies which trees 

lose their leaves in the Autumn, it is advisable 
to let each six call their tree a name. 

-E.T. 

N.B.-The above is only suitable if Brown
ies have not already had "Come little leaves" 
at Kindergarten.-A.P. 

No.9 needles. 6 10z. skeins wool. Finished 
length 21in. Abb. K, knit, P, purl. 

Back- Cast on 72 stitches, K3, p3 until rib 
measures 3 inches. Then work stocking stitch 
(1 row plain, 1 row purl) for 11 inches, mak
ing 14 inches in all. 

Cast off six stitches at beginnin~ of k row, 
p back, k two together, at beginnmg of next 
row, p back. Repeat last two rows twice. Then 
continue knitting until it measures 7 inches 
from beginning of armhole. 

Knit to within six stitches from end, knit 
to within 12 from end, knit to within 18 from 
end, cast off, having worked other side to cor
respond. 

Front-Cast on 72 stitches, knit rib to match 
back, then work stocking stitch for 11 inches, 
cast off six stitches, k 30, turn p back, turn k 
two together, k 2 8, k two together, turn p 
back, turn k2 together, k to end, p back, l'epeat 
last two rows three times, k 2 together, k to 
within two of end, k these two togethel', tUl'n p 
back, turn k two together, k to end, turn p 
back, continue k two together at the neck end 
every sixth row until you have 18 stitches from 
neck and k 12, turn p back, k six, turn p back, 
cast off. Work other 36 stitches the same way. 

Sleeve.--J oin back and front together at 
shoulder, either pick up 68 stitches, or else cast 
on 68 stitches, k eight rows (stocking stitch) 
without decreasing, then decrease by knitting 
two together at each end every sixth row until 
you have 44 stitches, continue knitting for two 
inches, or until it is long enough. Knit rib k 
one p one. Cast off, knit other sleeve the same. 

Neck.-Right side of work towards yon. 
From centre back pick up 54 stitches, working 
round to centre front, turn, k two together, k 
one p one to end of row, turn k one, p one bark 
without decreasing, turn k two together, k one 
p one to end, turn k one p one back. Cast off 
loosely. 

Do other side of neck same way, join neatly, 
press. Join up seams. 

STRADBROKE CUP, 1932. 

The date of the Handcraft Exhibiton in con
nection with the competition for the Stradbroke 
Cup has been altered to Show Week-Septem
be. This should be a great help to the Districts 
competing, giving them several extra weeks 
to put the finishing touches to their displays. 

Competition promises to be very keen; fifty
one Districts have entered, and the lists are 
now closed. 

While the original idea was that each space 
should be walled off from the next one by a 
screen (7ft. high), the Committee consider that 
many districts would prefer to invent walls
brushwood, hessian or calico-that would per
haps be more in keeping with their exhibits. 
Districts MUST understand that all walls must 
be self-supporting; on no account can a single 
tack or nail be driven into the existing floor or 
wall; or a single spot of glue used to paste up 
wall-paper. An excellent support for light up· 
rights (say of ti-tree or bamboo) can be made 
by splitting in half a solid round block of wood, 
and boring in the middle of the rounded side a 

hole to take the pole. One can practise square 
lashing on the cross pieces. 

So that the displays may be placed as suit
ably as possible when the Great Week arrives, 
it has been decided to ask each District to send 
in to the Secretary (Miss Alexander) punctual
ly before June 6th particulars of its display
specially stating whether the District wishes 
to make its own walls, and what the probable 
height and material of these will be. Also, 
would Distircts let the Secretary know whether 
they prefer a smaller space than 10 ft. x 8 ft. 
(we know that many Districts would llike 
more!) and would they like the back of the 
cubicle to be 10 feet, or the sides? 

The Committee has under consideration the 
idea that Districts may want to sell their exhi
bits for District funds, and the ideas of Dis
tricts about this would be welcomed; thiE in· 
formation should be sent in with the details 
about the walls. 

All articles sent in must be plainly marked. 
No responsibility will be accepted by the Com-
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mittee for any articles unmarked, or marked 
so flimsily that the name falls off. 

The S pecial Show Week Conces ions will be 
available on the Railways for Guides and Guid
ers who intend visiting the Exhibition. Exhi
bits forwarded to the Exhibition will be charged 
ordinary rates on the forward journey, but free 
tt'ansport will be allowed on the return journey 
on presentation of a certificate from the Sec
retary that the articles have been exhibited 
and not sold. 

H . M. F. ALEXANDER, 
Secrctary, Stradbroke up Committee. 

~ . 

~, IIIJI'I I.alt~~ 
ANSWERS TO NATURE QUESTIONS. 

1. The blackwood. It's so-called leaves are 
really flattened leaf-stalks. 

2. T he cuckoo. 
a. About 20,000 teeth. 

4.. The mound-builder or mallee-hen. It places 
its eggs in a big mound, filled with decay
ing vegetation, the heat from which incu
bates the eggs. 

5. From the practice of early settlers, who 
made wattle and daub huts from its pliant 
branches. 

6. Leaf-fall is due to a changed condition of 
the water supply. As the days gro'w 
colder, less and less water is sent up by 
the roots, but there is no danger of the 

tree being dried up, for there are now no 
longer any leaves to give off the water to 
the air. 

7. Because it devours both the aphis and scalc 
insect. 

8. The platypus. 
9. The platypus and echidna, or spiny ant

eater. 
10. Eucalypt means "well hidden," and refers 

to the little cap on the flower, which uniil 
it falls off, conceals the blossom. 

11. A star is a twinkling point of light. A 
plant shines with a steady glow, which is 
the sun's reflected light. It is usually big
ger and brighter than a star. 

12. From its habit of fluttering or "walking" 
on the water, like St. Peter of old. J.n. 

PATROL EMBLEMS. 
The Swallow. 

It is a rather suitable time to discuss the 
swallow now, as this familiar bird is more 
noticeable in the autumn than in any other 
season of the veal'. For town Guides. the swal
low is one of the few wild birds which may be 
observed in its natural ways without any diffi
culLy. It is really a great pity that more usa 
is not made of the opportunitv thus provided 
io siudy iif: interesting habits. Everyone knows 
a swallow by name, but how few people can 

identify one on the wing? Yet a casual glance 
will show that it is more easily recognised on 
the wing than in any other position. 

Suppose we consider the flight of two other 
well-known town birds in order to better un
derstand this last remark. The thrush and 
the blackbird are not seen much on the wing. 
This is because their wings are merely useO 
to get them from one place to another. There
fore, their flight is low, and an observer watch
ing these birds in a garden, will notice that 
they fly below the level of the hedge, but rise 
up just high enough to clear the fence, after
wards dropping down again to their original 
level after they have crossed the boundary. 

As with the thrush, so with the Swallow. It 
will be seen that its flight is characteristic, 
and is a means whereby the bird may be 
identified. The swallow is seldom, if ever, to 
be noticed on the ground-more often on tele
graph wires, but most of all circling high in 
the sky. Nor does it fly in straight lines, as 
most birds do, but circles round and round, and 
up and down, swooping continuously after in
sects. For the swallow obtains all its food by 
flying. with its mouth open, and in this wa.f 
the stIcky tongue becomes coated with insects. 

On fine days the swallows go up very hig'l, 
but on the approach of bad weather come down 
low, sometimes almost brushing against the 
surface of the road. This is because insects 
come close to the earth in stormy weather. 
S'Yallows also drink while on the wing, skim
mmg low over a pool of water to do so. 

During flight the decided fork-shaped tail 
may be plainly seen, and it should also be 
n~ted how long the wings are in comparison 
WIth the length of the tail. This is because 
the wings play such an important part in the 
life of the swallow. Its legs, therefore are 
very short and inconspicuous, as they' are 
hardly needed, but its feet are very strong. 

Though we are inclined to disregard the 
swallow because it is one of our more common 
birds, yet it is really a very pretty little crea
ture, with its rust red forehead throat and 
breast; its black head, back and 'tail' and its 
whitish abdomen. Along the edge' of the 
forked tail is a row of little white spots which 
are quite conspicuous during flight . And its 
sweet twittering song is very pleasant to listen 
to, especially as it is usually uttered when 
the bird is high in the sky. 

Although the swallow originally nested in 
the bush like any other wild bird it now builds 
!ts home close to the dwellings 'Of human be
mgs. Thus we have come to associate the 
swallow with mankind. Fortunate is the 
house that has a pail' of swallows nesting un
(~er the eaves. Sir James Barriee, in his de
lIghtful book, Peter Pan in Kensington Gar
dens, says that swallows are the spirits of lit
tle children who have died. For that reason 
they always build in the eaves of houses where 
they were humans, and sometimes they try 
to fly in at a nursery window. . 
T~e n.est is made of mud pellets, which are 

carned m the beak, one at a time. On the out
side th nest has a rough and knobby appeal'
f'nce, l)t~t inside it is warmly lined with grass, 
ltor!'!ehall' and feathers. The eggs are usually 
four to a clutch, and are white freckled with 
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purplish brown. U sually the nest is placed un
der verandahs, shop roofs and eaves of 
houses. In the bush, hollow trees and caves 
are chosen, or maybe the inside of a bridge. 
The young swallows when able to leave the 
nest resemble their parents in appearance, but 
their tails are conspicuously short. 

At first they have to be taught to fly, and it 
is quite a cornman sight to see the adult birds 
shepherding the young ones on their short 
flights. Of course they are then unable to 
procure food for themselves, and must still be 
fed until they are quite able to seek their own 
meals in the wide blue sky. 

In the autumn some of our swallows migrate 
to the northern parts of Australia for the 
winter months, but many 11emain with us 
throughout the year. Any day now departing 
swallows may be seen gathering in rows on 
telegraph wires prior to their departure to 
warmer parts. - J.H. 

Game Floor Ball. 
This is a variant of football, but is played 

with a tennis ball. Any even number can play. 
The players are posted sitting tai.lor-fashion in 
two lines with goals marked at eIther end, and 
a centre mark. The Company is divided into 
two teams, two players are selected from each 
team, and after deciding the goal end one 
player from each team takes her position as 
goal-keeper, sitting at the opposite end to her 
team's goal, and faces that goal. (The goal is 
marked with chalk, making a cross a few inches 
further than the goal-keeper can comfortably 
reach.) The other player from either team 
takes her place afoot away from the centre 
cross and sits facing the goal she is working 
for. The other players of each team divide 
by numbering in ones or twos, both from the 
same end, the ones from both teams sit after 
they have spaced themselves two feet from 
each other, and alternately one from each 
team in a line running from either goal. The 
twos do the same, this making two parallel 
lines of players facing. 

Method: The ball is bounced in the centre 
four to six inches high, the centres put the ball 
into play by hitting it with an open hand ~o
wards their team's goal, then each player tl'les 
io do the same until it passes between the Cl'OSS 
and the goal-keeper. This is then a goal. The 
g-oal-keeper can touch the ground, providing 
she does not unfold her legs, to prevent the 
ball from passing through this space. 

Rules: Players remain tailor-sitting. No 
nlayer may pick up or throw the ball. It must 
be struck with an open hand, and one hand 
only. It must be kept below shoulder level. 
It must not be held longer than three minutes. 
N a part of the hand or al'm must tou ch t he 
floor, except that of the goal-keepers .. 

Six quarters are played, each lastmg four 
minutes with half a minute break, dur ing
which time the goal-keepers change their 
places and the centres do likewise. Thi s alter s 
the direction for both teams. 

Penalty : F01' any and each infringement of 
the rules the opposing team scores one point. 
Goal-keepers are under no penalty for touching 
the floor. 

RANGER NEWS. 
In spite of a very wet night 140 Ranger:; 

attended the Ranger Fun Night on April 16th 
at St. Stephen's Hall, Richmond. 

The programme included a competition, 
games, country dancing and supper, ending 
with "Taps." 

The country dancing was great fun, but the 
gTamophone was totally inadequate to compete 
with the noise of two hundred and eighty feet! 

The next fixture is: May 14th: Ranger walk 
to Sills Bend, Heidelberg. The starting points 
are the terminus of the East Kew trams, Ivan
hoe, Eaglemont and Heidelberg Railway Sta
tions. 
Ranger Week-End. 

There have been over 50 applications f or 
the Ranger week-end to be held at "Wildwood," 
Belgrave, from 4th-6th June. Several walk., 
to places of interest will be arranged. 

TRAINING. 
General Guide Training. 

The next Course of Training for Guiders an.j 
prospective Guiders will begin on MONDAY, 
13th JUNE, 1932, and the Guider-in-Charge 
will be Miss H . M. Dunn. 
Brownie Training. 

The second Course of Training for Brownie 
Guiders began on Wednesday, 27th April, 193:!. 
with Miss V. Hill in charge. 
Ranger Training. 

The second course for Ranger Guiders will 
begin about t he second week in JULY. 

MERLE BUSH, 
Commissioner for Training. 

\VARRAN1'S . 
Brown OwlH. 

~nd Cn\llfie lil-~Ii ~~ K . ElI1lUs. 
4th ~lnl"pl'lI-~Ii", D. ~I c-Doll a ld . 
1s t ~l a 1',\' b " I' ''"A' h-~liss ·W . A . Collin s. 
1s t N OI't1I('o t ~IiS" Ph y lli s K . 01'01'(' 1'. 
·tth NO l'th "o t l' -~li ss . \Ii (·" 11 1. (''' l'lIll y. 

Ouide Ca.ptains. 
:!1I ,1 B end('\, - Rt. "n"g-al'"t" (1I101lIll",1), ~ Ii "~ ~ 1. 

D imond. 
:?n<1 Elstpl'n\\"1 ( 'k-~Ii :..:~ :R . ~~("om l )('\ . 
1M 'l'Y8bb-~1i s" N. R enout. 
7th Yictor inn Lon (·s-~I n~. I",'{\sh wnfpl'. 
2nd 

l .. ielltennnts. 
4th ('a l'll ""-~Ii "S V. Rh in o. 
lsI No rt h FIl ,. rov-GY. ~.-~Ii" n. Po plI . 
l :..: t Pnl'k<1ul (lo-:\li'ss .A . L. 1 ·~(,I·g l1 :..:o n . 
1" t Pnrkd"l -:\Ii" .· P . 1:' Ol i,,("·. 

nlvb410n R(."'Cretarie~. 
Routh EaRleI'll ~ t1 bt1 l"bs -:\Ii .... s l j~ . L . " ' i1 :-ton. 
Dnnd ell ong nn d "ol'ning tnn \' ,· " l lI sn lll ·,\li ss M. 

O'Donog bll(·. 
District Secretaries . 

(':1I1Ifie\<l - 1IIi<" M . ('nmlJ rop-Slt',,·o ,·t . 
K Ol'llln bll"1'8 - 1111'" . .T . R obert ". 

REGJI'lTR.\ TIO~ S. 
Pael, s . 

hI Brig-h lo n n t'n,'h . 
~II'\ ('" I,,(·- Rt. JohU'R. 
211c\ '\,illinm " ln\\'n - lTn ly T l'i n it)' 
!'I r e1 'Villinm ~ t "I\'n Rt. .\ n el l'''''··s. 
:2nfl l·'iLzl'o V ~ j. ~ 1:tl'k '!'i. 

(;uidf' (t OlnlU~nt t"'ol . 
l <t R •• olnn n. 
F llnil l' l'" N:lI' :11 D""" I an (l ('ri ll P oi n t. 
ht'l' )' nbb . 

nnllKf'r ('onll~rulles . 
i t h "idol'ian L on es. 

Ran,g'f.· rr Patrols. 
r.,·oa ,H ord . 
\{ It t1w l'g len. 

Loral Associations. 
Boo1nl·ra. 
Hastin gs . 
Tyabb . 

i 
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