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Com missioner: 

Division, S.E. Suburbs: Mrs. Sprirgthorpe. 
Cestria, Glenferrie Road, E .2. 

WARRANTS. 

Captai.1s. 

1st Curlwaa: Miss Norma Jerrom. 

1st Dimboola: Mii"s Dora M. Davies. 

1st Ellerslie: Mrs. Carmody. 

1st Murchison: Miss Margaret Leete. 

2nd Surrey Hill s : Miss Edra Ninnis. 

12th Vic. Lone Guide ~ : Miss Nell Thom son. 

Lieutenants. 

1st Brighton: Miss Gwen Eades. 
6th Malvern: Miss Ethel Davies. 

Brown Owls: 

1s~ Koroit Pack: Miss Agnes Pa t en. 

1st Terang: Miss Nellie Ellis. 

2nd Yallourn: Mrs. McLaren. 

Tawny Owl: 

l~t Box Hill Pack: Miss Laurie Wri O"ht. 

REGISTRATIONS. 

Local Association: Ultima. 

Companies. 

6th Caulfield (Shelford C.E G.G.S ). 

1st Glenmore (Lady Norlhcote's Own) 

1st Rupanyup. 

Packs: 

1st G!enmore (Lady Northcote's Own). 
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MISS MARGARET MARTIN. 

IMPERIAL COMMISSIONER FDR 
CAMPING. 

PARTY OF WELCOME. 

The Guiders and State Council of Victoria 
welcomed Miss Martin at a party at the Uni
versity Club-house on Monday, June 19th, .with 
the following welcoming song written by Miss 
Marion Sinclair for the occasion: 

With a welcome word 
Let us not be dumb; 
Miss Martin, we are glad you've come; 
And we're gathered here 
Just to bring good cheer, 
Guiders all from far and near. 

You have come from afar to be with us 
There may not be a face that you know, 
But joy and the friendship of Guiding 
Are the same just wherever you go. 

So with song and cheer 
We the room would fill 

. Now to welcome you with right good-will; 
Should you have the blues 
It's an ill you'll lose 
Guiding mid the Kangaroos. 

The Guiders' Committee arranged a very 
pleasant evening, when Miss Martin was abl'~ 
to meet each Guider and membel1 of the Coun
cil as she moved from one group to another. 
The five groups represented the five great con .. 
tinentJs of the world, and each was given an ex
haustive questionaire on its particular continen~ 
-geographical, historical, political and Guid· 
ing! Having coped with that situation, wn. 
were then confronted with the portraits of 25 
famous people of the present day, and were 
asked to identify them. 

To counteract the effect that such an ordeal 
might have on us, the Committee put on an 
excellent stunt, represer ting "A Visi t of the 
Stars," when the Southern Cross, Venus and 
Jupiter came to the party and presented Lady 

Chauvel, Miss Martin and Mrs. Ebeling with 
very becoming halos. 

The Guiders were very glad of this oppor
tunity . of meeting Miss Martin, and are now 
looking forward to taking advantage of her 
knowledge at the training classes and outdoor 
days which have been arranged while Miss 
Martin is here. -"BARAK." 

WALKABOUT. WALKABOUT. 

Plans for Walkabout. 
With this "Matilda" I am inserting the Plan 

of Stalls for Walkabout. I think you will find 
it clear and easy enough to find your positions. 
As you will see we have found it necessary to 
cu~ down the size of the st!aHs from 20 x 15 
to 19 x 12-this still allows ample space for 
your display and selling space. I am truly 
sorry if this alteration of space has caused 
inconvenience to your arrangements, but we 
found that more aisle space was necessary and 
more stalls were needed. There are a few 
more alterations from the rough plan I gave 
you in last "Matilda." If you' will remember, 
I told you that we would supply shelves if. 
asked, but Divisions could make their own ar
rangements, if they wished. Now that this 
plan is finalised, this is what .1 am asking of 
you-

(a) A rough plan showing the layout of your 
st,aH, 

(b) Whether you require shelves, and 
where? 

(c) Whether you are making your own ar· 
rangements ? 

Next month I hope to print for you, the type 
of display that each Division is doing. You 
must forgive me if I harp on these display~, 
but they are so vital to the success, of the 
Walkabout. It simply must NOT be an ordin
ary bazaar-I hope you agree? 

Bearing on, these displays, I have an idea to 
put before you . I would like to produce " :a 
book to be sold at the Walkabout as 'an en· 
trance ticken. In this book '"ould be the as-
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sembled results of all your delving into your 
history and industries- f rom the Guides' point 
of view. Could the Guides in the research into 
the mysteries of the manufacture of biscuits 
sweets, paper, wheat, wool, etc., etc., write thei: 
experiences, how they set about doing their 
displays, etc. All this would form a really in . 
teresting Log-book of the Walkabout and would 
make good reading. So when you ar~ sending 
in the rest of your information would you let 
me know:-

(d) Will you produce the result of your re
search? (But please make it from tht: 
Guide point of view). TJ-a- k you if you 
will. 

We have also finalised the judging for the 
best Divisions. It will b~ as follows:-

It will be divided into three equal sections. 
1st Section.-Poin~s will be given for the di s

plays on the first day. 
2nd Section.-Will be for the upkeep of the 

display throughout the week-(this w ill 
be similar to the best sustained char
acter at a fancy dress ball). 

3rd Section.-Will be for the best sales over 
the week-this will be run on a percer t
age basis. 

Stage Displays, Pagea', ts, etc.-I have asked 
you to write direct Go Miss Cynthia Sutton 
about this, and I am printing herewith all 
article written by her:-

WALKABOUT DRAMA SECTION. 

"Will those Companies, Districts or Divisions 
who have' decided to prepar e some form of en
tertainment for t he Walkabouti please let mE' 
know immediately so that I may see if there 
will be enough items. 

"While items are being presented on the 
stage the activities of stalls on the floor will 
have tJo cease and people either seat themselve" 
upstairs or remain reasonably quiet on the 
floor. Therefore, it has been decided to have 
only two items each night. of about fifteen 
minutes' duration each. Each night or.e of the 
items will take the form of a campfire-Guid~" 
being invited up from the hall to join in. This 
means that six items are required for the even
ings. If the Guides are free items may be ar
ranged for the afternoons also. 

"So far I have had definite information of an 
item-a pageant-from nllly one division. In·· 
directly I have heard of two others-a physical 
culture display and a mime. But I do want 

more details, and especially do I want to hear 
from those who, I am sure, must be planning 
items of which I have not even heard rumours. 

"We want the standard of display to be very 
high and, if possible, would like to have offerr' 
of more items than we need so that a selec
tlion may be made of the best. Please don't let 
the possibility of your item not being used pre
vent you from going ahead with' any ideas YOll 

may have, or even from starting to find ideas 
now, for any work in this direction would not 
be wasted . Children love dramatics and the 
item can always be used in a Company' or dis
trict concert. 

"Please note-the Town Hall stage has only 
back curtains, meeting in the centre; there is 
no front curtain. Quick scenery changes, etc., 
can be worked during a black-out. Please bea r 
these thi r gs in mind when planning your dis
play. If you want information about! such 
things, write to me and I'll try to supply it. 
This is another reason why I must know what 
is being planned-I have to see what lighting
effects are required and arrange for their work
ing. Also, please remember that the Town 
Hall is very large and players, if speaking, 
will need to have strong, clear voices if the;,' 
are to be heard by everyone. 

"Here is the list of songs chosen for singing 
at the campfires on the stage at the Walk
about. I hope that these are ones already 
known by the majority of Guides, so that with 
a little, time spent on practising them at Com
pany meetings, everyone will be able to join 
in at the Walkabout and make the singing 
really good. We will intersperse the Guid~ 
songs with a few really good part songs-suc'! 
as the Tree Song, sung in harmony by Guiders 
-as these are really beautiful if sung well 
The words of the majority of these songs will 
be published in "Matilda" and the music will 
follow later. Those songs that are obtainabl'c! 
in the Campfire Leaflet (CL) or the Kent 
CountY! Song Book (KC) are indicated here. 

last Monday Night (See "Matilda" Febru-
ary, 1939). 

Oh, How Lovely is the Evening (CL No.1). 
Grasshoppers Three (CL o. 7). 
The Sun is Sinking in the West (Tune-

Drink to me Only). 
Old Man Great Chief (KC). 
The Herdsman (KC) . 
Three Pirates (KC). 
Down by the Station. 
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Kookaburra (Leaflet-) 
Long, Long Worm. 
Jolly Troubadours. 
Tinker Terry. 
Down Yonder. 
Little Jack Horner. 

Wallawalloo. 
Campfire's Burning. 
She Sailed A way (Crocodile). 
Ipsy Wipsy Spider. 
Each Campfire Lights Anew. 
How Can a Guinea-pig. 
Sambo. 

THE JOLLY TROUBADOURS. 

We are the jolly troubadours just ('orne from 
camping out 

We are the jolly troubadours just come from 
camping out 

We like to play upon the piano 
We like to play upon the piano 
Trippet:y, trippety, tripety, tripety, tripety , 

tripety trip. 
Trippet:y, trippety, tripety, tripety, tripety , 

tripety trip. 

We are the, etc., etc., 
We like to play upon the violin, etc., etc. 
La--ah--ah--ah--ah--ah--ah. 

Upon the Banjo f 
Plunkety, plunkety, plunkety, plunkety, 

plunkety, plunkety, plunk. 

Upon the trombone 
Boo--oo--oo--oo--oo--oo--oo. 

Upon the drum 
Pom pC'm pom pom pom pom pom. 

How Can a Guinea-Pig 

How can a guinea-pig show he's pleased 
If he hasn't got a tail to wag 
All other animals you will find 
Have a little tail stuck on behind 
If they'd only put a tail on a guinea-pig 
And finish off a decent job 
Why! The price of a guinea pig would g :> 

right up 
From a guinea to thirty bob! Oop! 

MATILDA 

The Sun is Sinking. 

The Sun is Sinking in the West 
The evening shadows fall 
Sweet slumber now of Thee we ask, 
Great God, defend us all. 
From harm and danger keep us free 
And guard us while we rest 
That with the morn we may arise 
And serve Thee with our best." 

THE LONG, LONG WORM. 

There's a long, long worm a-crawling 
Across the roof of my tent, 

There's the warning whistle blowing, 
An~ it's time I went. 

There's some cold, cold water waiting 
For me to take my morning dip, 

And when I return I'll find that worm 
Across my pillow-slip. 

There's a big, black beetle keeping 
A lonely. watch beside my bed, 

I can see his long legs creeping 
Nearer to my head; 

Do you think I should attack it 
Or leave the poor thing free to roam 

Or should I get up and track that beetle 
'Way back to, its home. 

That worm it kept on crawling 
All through the heat of the day, 

Round and Round the tent-pole 
And it would not stray; 

There's the warm, warm water waiting 
For me to take my, evening wash, 

And when I return I'll find that worm 
Upon my bed--squish--squash ! ! 

DOWN YONDER. 

Down yonder tall gum trees 
Are glistening in the sun 
So pack your bags and come with us 
For camping days have come. 

5 

Coo-ee, Coo-ee, our hearts are glad and gay 
Coo-ee, Coo-ee, we're off to camp to-day. 
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WALLA W ALLOO. 

This is the song of the wallawalloo 
Walloo-a Walloo-a 

Listen a-while and we'll sing it to you 
Walloo-a, Walloo-a, 

The moon comes out, we all creep out 
And sit on the grass ard sing and shout 
No-body knows what we're !'inging- about 

Walloo-a, Walloo-a, 
Wallawalloo, Wallawalloo 
Pist, Whist, eow! ! 

Down at ~he station early in the morning 
See the little puff-puffs all in a row 
The man at the engine pulls a little lever 

Ooh Ooh, cha, cha, 
Off we go, 

TINKER TERRY. 

Have you any wares for the tinker, Mistlress '/ 
Brass or pots or pans or kettles 

Tinker terry, Tinker terry 

" " Tink-a-tink, a-tink 

LITTLE JACK HORNER 

LHtle Jack Horner sat in a corner, 
He began to cry 
Boo-hoo, Boo-hoo 

Poor little miserable 1. 

CAMP FIRE'S BUR lNG. 

Camp fire's bU1'ning, Camp fire's burning 
Draw nearer, dra nearer, 
In the gloaming, in the gloaming, 
Come sing and be merry, 

EACH CAMP FIRE. 

Each Camp Fire lights anew 
The flame of friendship true 
The joy we've had in knowing you 
Will last the whole year through, 

JPSY WIPSY SPIDER. 

Ipsy wipsy spider climbed t' e water spout 
Down came the rain and washed the spider out 
Out came the sU\lshine, dried up all the rain 
Ipsy wipsy spidel' climbed the spout again, 

SAMBO. 

Sambo had an auntie 
An auntie very poor 
One day she said to Sambo 
I'll make you scrub the floor. 
Sambo, feeling tired, 
Went upstairs to bed 
And sliding down the bannisters 
He fell right on his head. 

Chorus-Whizz bang, 
More work for the undertaker 
Seven and six for the ~omb-ston(' make! 
Off to the local cemetery 
On his tomb-stone you will see 

Sambo, that's me! 

Sambo had an uncle, 
An uncle very rich, 
One day he said 110 Sambo 
I'll give you two and six, 
Sambo, feeling thirsty, 
Went into a shop 
Ten lemonades and ten ginger beers 
And Sambo went off-Pop! 
Chorus. 

Sambo went to work one day 
Without his overcoat 
They made him scrub the railway line 
With a bar of mouldy soap 
When along came an express train 
He stood right in its 4rack 
And would you believe he rolled up his sleeves 
And pushed that engine back. 
Chorus. 

THE CROCODILE. 

She sailed away on a lovely summer's day 
On the back of a crocodile, 
"You see," said she, "He's as tame as tame 

can be, 
"I'll float him down the Nile" 
The croc winked his eye 
As the lady waved good-bye 
Wearing a happy smile 

At the end of the ride 
The iac1y wa!' inside 

And i.he smile on the cr co's dial. 

CLARA BROADHURST, 
Walkabout Chief. 
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Joint Editors: Margaret Hezeltine and Mary Butt. 

The mall who has not anything to hoast of 
but his illustrious ancestors is like a potato
the only good thing belonging ~o him is under-
ground. -Sir Thomas Overbm·y. 

BREVITIES 
Brown Owls when teaching your Brownies 

the Traffic rules, do you tell them which side 
of the road to walk on in a country road? 

Have you told your Brownies about the 
Brownie Cottage and how it is being bright
ened up ? 

Have you ever had a sewing bee? Make the 
Brownies wear an ordinary frock and bring 
their uniform. Then have a sewing bee. What 
lots of loose buttons, emblems, name tapes a -I.! 
stripes will get attention. 
BELONGING TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD 

A: boy stood in a busy street gazing intently 
upwards and one after another people stopped 
to look too, till a large crowd had gathered to 
stare at nothing, while the boy chuckled at the 
way people can't bear to miss seeing what 
someone else is looking at. Yet we do miss 
lots that some people see-How many birds 
have you seen to-day, how many trees and 
flowers, have you looked at the sky, the river, 
sea, park or gardens? If you have really seen 
these things when you looked at them, its prob
able that your Brownies too, are learning to 
see the beauty all around them, to freeze to 
watch a bird and listen to his call. If not, 
you are missing a lot and so are your Brown
ies as you learn to look, so will they. 

When we must see nature as specimens, let's 
try to make that exciting too. Our best effort 
was a mysterious box produced with the re
mark, "The first one who guesses wha~ 's in 
here, may have it," and a description of plant 
bud, flower and purpli sh egg-shaped fruit with 
lots of seeds-"Passiorl fruit!" [aid a Brownie , 
and it was hers, but she let everyone look and 
never had the Pack been more thrilled than 

when they passed round the leaves and ten
drils which held on to the fence, but, flower 
with its ring of white "whiskers" with purple 
edges and a tiny green fruit in the middle, dead 
flower with much bigger fruit, and then a big 
ripe one all together, thanks to the freak sea
son. The winner gave the ripe fruit away, 
"Cos. we've got some at home," but she care
fully collected all the other bits. 

Beauty then, and interest, can be found in 
the outside world, and perhaps the peaceful 
pleasure which we need in our busy lives, and 
our Brownies may need still more as they grow 
up in a world which seems to get busier every 
year. -H.G. 

PACK MEETING 

4.30 p.m.-Opening Brownies have hats in 
hand, turn around, face inwards saying, 
"Wake up Brown Owl, wake up Tawny, 
Here's the Pack." 
Pu t on hats or caps and salute. 
Inspection Brownies are the King's Gual'Cis 
and they first inspect themselves in com
panies. Then the Major-General comes 
and finally inspec~s the Regiments. Then 
a Grand Parade with drum! ! ! 

4.40 p.m.-Intelligence Game. Brownies in 
Sixes numbel'ed off sitting on floor. All 
No .. ones face front 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 facin~ 
other way, spread out as far as possibl~. 
No.6 has pencil and paper. Brown Owl 
gives No.1 an object (co~ton reel, three
pence, pin, thimble, string, etc. She feels 
it then gets up, whispers to 2, 2 to 3, etc., 
until No.6 who draws what she has been 
told and comes to Brown Owl. Cl-ange 
positions. Count scores. 

4 50.-Fairy Ring. Brownies each given a piece 
of coloured string. Each ties a magic lrno: 
(reef) till a magic chain is made. Put it 
round toadstool. Fairy Ring-Then 
Brownies all unrlo their knots so that no 
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mortals will see where they have been an,1 
take string away. 

4.55.-Tests. Anything Brown Owl likes. 
5.10.-Nature Game. Each Six goes and looks 

over the fence at a house and garden (op
posite side of road). Come back to hall 
and write down things noticed. Compare 
answers. 

5.20.-Singing Game. "We went to visit some 
friends one day." 

5.30.-Pow Wow Story. 
5.40.-Closing. Brownies 

Brown Owl, then take 
as going to corners. 

in circle, salute 
off hats and wav'! 

-R.L.S. 

SOME GOLDEN BAR GAMES
FLAG CIRCLES. 

Brownies in a circle in Sixes, members of 
each Six being named from left to right. St. 
George, St. Andrew, St. Patrick, Southern 
Cross, Federal Star and (if there is a sixth) 
flagpole. They might each wear a drawing of 
what they represent. When Brown Owl men
tions England, Scotland, Ireland or one of the 
Saints, the Brownies so named and the flag
poles race round the circle and back to their 
places, first home scoring' on~ for her Six. For 
Britain or the Union Jack these three and the 
poles run; for Southern Cross or the sky, Sou
thern Crosses only run; for Federal Star or 
the name of any Australian State, Federal 
Stars only, and for Austrillia or Australian 
Flag everyone runs. It might be necessary to 
mark each Sixes place in the circle to be sure 
they come right home. 
SLEEPY CAT 

One Brownie is the cat and she site in the 
middle with a rope tied to her belt for a tail, 
another rope is tied to any handy object, an, j 
the Brownies who are mice, try one at a time 
to creep up and tie the cat's tail to the rope 
with a sheet bend. Puss, who must keep her 
eyes closed, meows and points in the direction 
of any sound or pu~l on her tail and the mous~ 
pointed at must "freeze." The first to success
fully join the ropes becomes cat. -H.G. 

SMILE AT THESE. 
If you pull tlhe button off my uniform you 

will take me home and sew it on. 
B.O.: "If they play God Save the King at 

the Pictures, you don't start putting your hat 
and coat on and walking out. Do you? 

Tweenies: "No" Brown Owl. 
B.O.: "Why'. not?" 
Tweenie: "We might miss part of the Pic

tures Brown Owl" ! ! ! 

DIVISIONAL NEWS. 

An effort is being made to bring together the 
Guides of the North-Eastern Division by hold
ing a basketball competition between the fol
lowing districts:-Preston, Northcote, Heidel
berg and Fitzroy. Eleven teams have entered 
and it promises to be a very interesting and 
keen fight for the shield or cup which will be 
presented to the winning tJeam at the end of 
the season. 

N. B. LEWIS, Convenor. 

COMPANY NEWS. 

1st Corryong.-At present there are 20 
Guides in, the Company, and three members of 
the Senior Patrol belong to 8th Victorian Lonp 
Ranger Company. 

The Company is fortunate in having many 
chances to visit! beautiful places in week-ends. 
Sometime s it is to the home of the Lieutenant, 
Mrs. Nankervis, at Bringenbrong, a picturesque 
homestead about ten miles from Corryong. 

Sometimes an afternoon's outing is to the 
home of the District Commissioner, Mrs. Mac
kinnon, at Tintaldra. 

The most interesting trip the Guides have 
had was the time they went to Mt. Kosciusko 
on, horse-back-eight Guides for two weeks. It 
was a most successful trip, and we hope some 
day to go to the Yarringobilly Caves. 

The Upper Murray District is noted for itE 
fat cattle, horses and dairying, besides cereal 
growing. The land is very fertile, and the 
£treams are noted for trout-fishing. This i3 
what attracts: tourist/s, apart from the scenery. 

This district suffered severely from the bush 
fires, which in this case were started not by 
the hand of man, but through a tree being 
struck by lightning. Iu is estimated that 
£135,000 was the loss sustained. 

Corryong has a Scout Troop too, and a 
Mounted Scout Patrol, the only one in Aus
tralia . The Guides had a very enjoyable even
ing as the guests of the Scouts during Scout 
Week. 

1st Tongala.-Jessie Trevaskis has writtlen 
to tell us about a successful stall the Guides 
had in the main street on Saturday, 20th May, 
with a mystery dip and a guessing competition. 
Vegetables, cakes, fruit and sweetS were sold, 
and the proceeds, £4/7/ 6, were sent to the Chil-
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dren's Hospital as the Tongala Guides Guicb 
Week Good Turn. 

Valda Raggatt has sent us an account of the 
First Birthday Party of the Tongala Guides, on 
15th April. They asked the Echuca and Ky
abram Guides to join them at; a social evening. 
The hall was prettily decorated, all the visi
tors were given birthday caps to wear, a :- d the 
programme began with "The Grand Old Duke 
of York;" the partners for this remained part
ners for th~ rest! of the games, which included 
"Shoo Fly," apple-eating, a word-making com
petition, Celebrities. Then came a camp fire, 
at which each Company gave an item-two 
charades and a one-act play-followed by 
songs. 

Supper came next, with the Birthday cake 
baked and donated by Mrs. Brasher. The 
Echuca Captain cut the cake and the Tongala 
Captain blew out the candle. 

The evening ended with a little speech .from 
the Vice-President, Mrs. Dick, and then th~ 
local Guides went to see the visitors off, every
one having had a lovely time and a Happy 
Birthday. 

OUR STABLE. 

We were very sorry to be told that we 
would not be able to meet in our room any 
more, after having met continually for ten 
years. However, after having journeyed from 
place to place, holding our meetings at tJ-e 
Rangers' respective homes, one of the Rangers' 
mothers gave us the use of a stable, at the 
rear of her home. This was gratefully ac
cepted. With our sleeves rolled up and stock · 
ings rolled down, and our camp overalls well 
to the fore, we set to work with scrubbing 
brushes and water, after removing the wood 
dividing the stable. 

The process of washing down the walls wa" 
very tiring. Dorothy very nicely retired to bed 
with the measles. 

When the walls looked as though they had 
had their fail' share of the water, and the 
spiders were all driven from their hiding 
places, we commenced to kalsomine the former. 
Ethel had never done any scrubbing in her life 
before, but now she proclaims herself an ex
pert. Incidentally in kalsomining she mistook 
Miss Potter for the wall, and so she was the 
first to get an eyeful of our work. When every
body looked none the better for kalsomine, 
tIle 3rd Camberwell Rangers all looked very 
proudly at their grand walls. 

The next was to have a bit of fun at paint
ing. The feeding troughs we decided to paint 
green, the door was to have a splash of red, 
and the remainder of the wodwork green. 

With our new home nearly complete, we be
gan to think about furnishing it. At present 
we have twelve chairs (and more laid aside in 
case of emergency), a large table, two boxes 
containing books, ropes, bandages, etc., and last 
but not least our one-fire stove. 

Some of the Rangers met togetiher and de
cided on some nice, bright floral cretonne to 
put in front of the trough to act as cupboards. 
Later we hope to put some ferns in the troughs 
which will make the place still brighter. Sev
eral trophies, flags, pictures, skulls and horn~ 
are decorating the walls. 

Our little dog "Bodkin" who is our mascot, 
will be duly enrolled as a Ranger (although he 
should bEl a Rover) as soon as he can pass his 
tests of obedience. 

Towards the close of each meeting we put 
our new enamel saucepan on our little stove 
so that we can have a hot drink before leaving. 
We usually burn briquettes and wood, whier 
sends out a nice heat al'd warms the room. 

Our stable only cost us about 10/-, as we 
had everything with the exception of the cre
tonne, donated by our many well-known friends 
and helpers. 
--------------------------------

P,ditor: P,LSIF: BYDES. 

ASTRONOMICAL MEMORANDA. 
Last month we started our page with a quo

tation from Sir James Jean's book, "The Stars 
in Their Courses." I wonder how many of us 
have admired the Stars, as a result? I thought 
that there might be some people who don't 
know that if you look in the paper, underneath 
the Weather Map, Official Forecasts, and Mel
bourne Observations, you will find the rising 
and setting of sun, moon, and planets. From 
this you can determine which aTe morning and 
which evening planets. You will find that Mars 
rises at 7.32 p.m. and therefore you can see it 
in the East during the evening. Go out anrl 
have a look and you will see a bright, reddish 
star, you can't miss it, that's MARS. Venus 
rises just before 6 a.m., and Jupiter not long 
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before 1 a.m., so that you can see it in the 
morning. Some time ago you could see them 
both in the East in the morning. but I leave 
you to discover whether you can see Venus 
now or whether it is too near the sunrise . 
WEATHER MAPS. 

And while we are on the paper and the wea
ther column, can you read the weather map? 
Do you know what "High" is written there for 
and sometimes "Low"? It suunds rather like 
a geography lesson, so I'll leave you to find OUt 

from a teacher or a geography book, but it 
really is most interesting a l' d is fun working 
out from the map what you think the weathei' 
is likely to be. It is a gr€at help when work
ing on natural weather signs. For example, if 
you see low rolling clouds coming from the 
North and suspect a Tropical Dip, then you 
look at the Map and there you see a Dip 
marked, then you know the clouds belong to 
that, and then you can be more sure of your 
forecast. It is interesting too, that the big 
Northerly depressions that bring a lot of our 
best rains, are often not marked or shown on 
the Map. They seem to trick even the experts. 
HONEYEATERS. 

Last month I asked you to keep an eye on 
the honeyeaters of your district, noting varie
ties and numbers and sending the information 
into "Matilda." I do hope you are busy on 
the job and also getting your Guides to keep 
a honey eater diary for the competition. There 
will be a prize of a nature book. Seems I am 
giving you a lot to do this month, what with 
the "Walkabout" looming and so on. But B-P 
has said:-

ONE WAY OF GAINING HAPPINESS 

"God has given us in this world all that ;s 
needed to make life enjoyable, but it rests with 
us to make the most of it or to make a mess 
of it. But we only have a short time to live, 
and it is essential, therefore, to do things that 
are worth while and to do them now. One step 
is not to be content to have your life and ideas 
wholly wrapped up in bricks and mortar, trade 
and politics, money-making and other man
made transient things that do not matter. 

But look round and learn as much as you can 
of the wonders of nature, see all you can of 
the world and its varied beauties and the in
terests that God offers you." 

FUNGUS. 
This has been a splendid year for fungus . 

Have you noticed any when out hiking? Re-
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cently when out we saw an enormous puff-balI, 
a cluster of small hood-shaped toadstools, all 
growing together and on the stem of a deaJ 
branch some sort of fungus of gorgeous purple 
hue and some orange. Of course you all know 
that mushrooms have been plentiful. There 
are even tiny brown toadstools in the cracks 
of the verandah. 

What is a Fungus?-And here I must get 
Leach to help me. You can read here what 
he says, or else look up "Australian Nature 
Studies," p. 130. You will have noticed that 
fungus has no green-like plants. That is be
cause it does not manufacture its own food, but 
lives on food already prepared or made by a 
green plant. The branching threads seek out 
this food matter in the ground. If you want 
to find out what fungus really is, examine 
mould growing on a piece of damp bread under 
an inverted tumbler. You will see the threads, 
already mentioned, and remember they are the 
feeding parts of the fungus. 

A fungus then, is a plant that lives on dead 
food. 

How Does it Spread? -If you look at a 
mushroom you will find or rather you won't 
find any seeds or any flowers, so what is the 
poor mushroom going to do? I happened to 
place some very large mushrooms on our 
marble baking-top, and also on a metal drain
ing board. The result was marvellous, for 
ihere when the mushrooms werE~ removed, was 
a beautiful radiating pattern, a beautiful brown 
color and an exquisite pattern (just like Leach 
says). Have you had this happen? This is 
caused by a powder, really innumerable spores, 
which we call the Ufruit" of the mushroom. 
And by means of this "fruit" the mushrooms 
spread and multiply. (For further information 
see Leach p. 132). 

Identi fica ti'an.-Various books wiII help here. 
"Gems of the Bush," one of the Sun nature 
books, has a full page in color at the end, 
showing 11 varieties and with a page of de
scription and nan1es Leach doesn't give very 
much. 

"WILD LIFE." 

Talking of stars, this month's "Wild Life" 
has just come to hand. (I hope you are all 
taking this splendid magazine-only 6d. per 
month) and in it you will find the usual 
monthly star map and notes and this month 
a specially interesting bit on Mars and Mer
cury. Be sure to read it ! 
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Editor: Joan Alston. 

Please, can anyone with a car help us As 
you all know, the Extension Branch consist;; 
of handicapped Guides, and one company has 
been formed at the Children's Cottages at 
Janefield. The main difficulty about this com
pany is transport--we have a captain, who 
lives in Kew, but as she has no car, it means 
that this is a heavy expense to the Extension 
Branch. And, as we have just bought a dupli
cator, we are noll feeling very affluent. 

The pleas for help is therefore directed to
wards people (Guiders or non-Guiders) who 
would be free to drive on occasional Saturday 
afternoon. Even if available for one Saturday 
every month, this would mean a great deal 
to the company. ,The children at Janefield are 
tremendously keen on Guiding, and, even more 
than with a normal active company, regula,· 
meetings are essential if they are to learn the 
true ideas of Guiding. 

Please direct any answers to the Acting 
Commissioner for Extensions, Miss Sydney 
Foott, 24 Murphy Street, South Yarra . 

THE THANK YOU FUND. 

I expect that most of you have heard of 
this at some time or otiher and thought what 
an attractive name! At thE' moment the fund 
consists' of little more than its name, as most 
of the companies and individuals who have con
tributed to it in the pasv seem to have forgot
ten its purpose. 

It was formed with the object of ensuring an 
annual sum for the general maintenance (post
age, etc.) of Post Guide, Ranger, and Brownie 
activities. Each company or individual who 
contributed to the fund guaranteed to give 2/ 6 
a year, usually on the company birthday. It 
means a great deal to the Extension Branch 
to have this regular income, and I think it 
should mean something to the companies who 
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contribute, in that they may feel that they arf) 
definitely helping their sister Guides. So will 
you-those who have contributed in the past 
and those who have not heard of the Thank 
You Fund before-put the idea to your com
panies, and give them t.he chance of 
saying "Thank! You" for the health awl oppor
tunities which are denied to Posts. 

Our postage bills will be getting larger too
the Extension Branch seems to be growin G' and 
growing and growing! The 10th Post Guide 
Company which you read about last month J-a ~ 
been called the Ring, and the monthly meeting 
which goes out to the members of the Compan j 
is called the Ring's Camp Fire. We start off 
our meeting with this song-

For we are the Ring of Adventures true, 
You've come to meet us and we've come to 

meet you. 
We'll meet at the Camp Fire and gaily we'll 

sing, 
Our links are our Promise, our Badge and 

the Ring." 
So far there are twenty-four Guides in the 

Ring, and we expect that the company will 
grow even larger than that. 

COMPANY NEWS. 

5th Post Guides (Yooralla) were to haH 
had a hike, but it was one of the days on 
which the qrought broke, so they had a very 
exciting party at i.heir Captain's house. 

6th Post Guides have also been having a 
party-eleven Post Guides, their lieutenant and 
their Captain and the Acting Commissioner fol' 
Extensions all sat round a lovely fire and sang 
songs and talked about the "WALKABOUT." 

8th Posts had three enrolments at the Aus
tin AND a marvellous birthday cake, which 
travelled all round the company before it was 
cut. 

The Guides at the Orthopaed:c Hospital a': 
Frankston had their sixth birthday party with 
five enrolments and lots of visitors. 

OUR PLANS FOR THE "WALKABOUT." 
The Extension Branch are hoping to show 

something of the history of the Craft Club, 
which started with the Extension Depot at 
Headquarters and now is joined with the Vic
torian Society for Crippled Children. Various 
Post Guides wi! lbe working at the exhibition, 
on such varying things as lanyards, weaving, 
Christmas cards, and soft toys. 
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"Vistas undreamed-of, canon-guarded streams, 
Lowland and range, fair meadow, flower-girt 

hill, 
Forests enchanted, filled with magic dreams." 

-Henry Herbert Knibbs. 

PRACTICAL TESTS. 
A practical test is one in which there is no 

doubt about the resulu; a job is to be done, and 
it is either done or not done; anyone can tell 
the result. 

The best kind of test depends upon the initia
tive of the Guide herself; do they ask among 
themselves, "Is iti hard? What sort of ques
tions do you get asked for this one?" or do 
they say, "Look, Captain, I can do it." 

An ideal would be if the Guiders made no 
suggestion whatever about preparing for th'! 
test, but that the Guides were so eager to play 
the games and do the things that need certain 
knowledge and skill that they learnt for them
selves. I know Guides often come to the meet
ing ready to receive ideas rather than to ex
press them, because they I:ave not had room in 
their brains to develop ideas to express, but 
this in itself is an urgent reason for showing 
them that reality in what they learn means 
practice and personal experience. Captain may 
arrange a day for a practical test with con
siderable difficulty, ane, then it may be wet, or 
the Guide may be ill, and the whole thing must 
either be theoretical or put off for weeks; but 
if the Guide herself is responsible for gaining 
her experience, her report of what she has done 
may be taken into account, and the actual test 
shortened. Another difficulty is that a prac
tical test may occasionally "come off" when WI~ 
know that the method has been bad, to wit, 
fire-lighting . If a Guide does light a fire , ohouH 
we fail her for bad method? We might-avoid the 
dilemma by telling her at the beginning that 
the idea is to give her confidence that she could 
make a fire under almost any conditions. When 
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SIGN POST 
Editor: E lizabeth A.lfrccl. 

she has watched for a windy day, a frosty 
day, and a damp day, and lit fires herself on 
all three, then she can come and "show Cap
tain" for one final test. Her own justified con
fidence, and not Captain's judgment, is the im. 
portant point. 

I will describe one "com bined" test that J 
once arranged, to face the Guides with real 
conditions. 

Two Guiders took part. One met the Guides 
at the tram terminus, the other waited a mile 
further on. Watches had been synchronised, 
and so the Guides were set off one by one on 
the "mile in 12 minutes." At the end of th~ 
mile, the beginning of a track was shown to 
them. The track led across a paddock, through 
trees, and into a clearing. There was a mes
sage, "Call up the Guiders' Camp for furtnel' 
instructions. Camp is to S.W. If instructions 
are not clear in 15 minutes, pick up track 
from letter sign." 

The track led on to another message sign, 
which told them where to find some rope, and 
to make a camp for lunch, using the rope in 
various ways. At the camp site was a mes
sage, telling them to stalk the Guiders' camp 
at a certain time, and take two articles from 
it. Two "Accident cases" were placed between 
t'he Guides' and Guiders' camps. 

On this test one of the accidents was un
conscious, and she had been told that shl:! 
must not move until certain treatment was ap
plied. The guide doing the stalking persuaded 
herself that: she was the Guiders' camp, and 
actually removed a knife from her belt. She 
congratulated herself upon her skill in quiet 
movement, and was duly dashed on learning 
the Guider was "unconscious" later! 

The Guides' camp was inspected for knots 
and health, regarding clothing, cleanliness and 
food. 

Few of the Guides passed this test in any 
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section, but' their whole attitude was that it 
had been the best fun ever, that they wanted 
to do it all again, and they had not known how 
bad they were-they must learn all sorts of 
things. 

Once this "reality" has been experienced, 
they can carryon a bit under artificial condi
tions, but one cannot expect Guides who have 
ever faced tracking in the bush to imagine the 
conditions while they play at signs in a hall. 

(To be Continued.) 

PIONEER EXPLORERS. 

The following adventure game was played 
by a company of two patrols on a recent hike. 

' It can quite easily be played by a larger Com
pany with equally good results. 

On arrival at the "camp," Captain gave each 
P.L. a copy of her instructions, at the same 
time explaining that good organisation of thl:! 
Patrol would bring the best results. The in
structions, which could be adapfed as· required, 
were as follows:-

I.-Your patrol is a party of pioneer ex
plorers stranded in unknown territory. 
You have reached the borders of a very 
thick forest, and must camp for a while 
in order to spY: out the land. 

2.-Take possession of a chosen area and 
rope it off with twine. 

3.-Improvise a patrol flag to show you 
occupy the territory. 

4.-Collecb firewood and water and lay a fire 
(don't light it yet). As the country is 
very dry take precautions against bush
fire. 

5.-You have found your water supply only 
after a long search. Lay a trail to it so 
that you won't have to search again. 
(Make sure you can follow it.) 

6.-Make a list of the birds in the territory 
-the ornithologists in your home coun
try are eagerly awaiting. your report. 

7.-0ne of your party has sprained her 
ankle. Render first aid. 

8.-Another one is in danger of falling down 
a steep cliff. Haul her back to safety 

and leave knot round waist for irspection 
and demonstration. 

The patrols sat down for a few minutes to 
read this and discuss the matter. THEN they 

set to work. They were so quick on the roping 
off job that by the time Captain had unpacked 
her twine and given a fair quantity to each 
patrol, one had already roped off half its claim 
with some rope, and was improvising more 
rope with long reeds. (In future, Captain will 
know not to bother with carrying twine!) 

The patrol flags, alas, were far from good. 
Each made the actual flag of paper with their 
emblem drawn on it, and each dug a small 
hole for the base of the pole, but one was so 
feebly guyed down that it was fortunate there 
was no wind. 

Adequate firewood was collected, but only 
one of the patrols made any effort to stack it 
properly. The precautions against bush fire 
were almost negligible-an oversight which 
was quickly rectified after a warning was re
ceived from Captain of possible danger. 

As the Patrols had staked out their terri
torial clai.ms fairly close together, their trails 
to the water supply proved a bit troublesome. 
One Patrol began fairly early, and so took t'he 
most direct route. When the second patrol 
came to do the job, they took a rather circuit
ous route, which involved crossing the creek 
twice, and met th~ firstJ trail only a few yards 
from the tap. This patrol also actually followet' 
the first trail when going for water. 

The "Cliff" item was really exciting. Both 
patrols chose a steep drop (4 to 6 feet), up 
which they actually hauled their poor victims. 
Neither used the rope as a seat, but when 
later suggested by captain, neither approved 
of the idea. 

The bird lists were handed in at the end of 
the time allowed, and were quite good, though 
one patrol didn't get! far beyond the parrot 
about which everyone was so excited. About 
five yards from one of the "terriotires," a 
King Parrot was sitting on three eggs. The 
nest was on the ground in a slight depression, 
and lined with dead gum leaves broken up 
fairly small. This, apart from the game, was 
rihe feature of the day. 

The game occupied about two hours, without 
any undue rushing and actually required very 
little preparation-merely the working out and 
typing of the instructions. No equipment was 
required (the twine can be dispensed with as 
proved by one of the Patrols) and it was an 
excellent demonstration of the practical use of 
thEl Patrol System. 
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IN SEARCH OF ADVENTURE. 

The Out-of-Doors and Sports and Games Fields 
and How to Present Them. 

(From "The Girl Scout Leader") 

Although all the fields in the Girl S'cout pro
gramme are closely interrelatled, Sports and 
Games and Out-of-Doors are so closely linked 
at times that the dividing line becomes com
pletely invisible. Therefore we have collected 
our material this montl]. under one main head· 
ing and subdivided it under what seemed the 
compelling interest in the minds of the girls 
who participated. It gaily cuts across boun
dary lines\ which merely reinforces our belief 
that these lines are chiefly for the convenience 
of the adults in approaching and classifying 
the programme material, and because some 
form of classification is necessary when activi
ties are writJten down. We all admire the or
derliness and convenience of the dictionary, but 
none of us think of reading it straight through 
in order to give expression to our thoughts and 
impulses. 

We have always known that nearly every girl 
between the ages of ten and fifteen longs to be 
proficient in one of these fields. She may 
aspire to be an accomplished camper, a tennis 
champion, or a swimming star. She may yearn 
to ride a horse with dash and style. If bicycl~ 
or "shanks' mare" is her steed she is intrigued 
by the idea of covering the cour.tryside in 
search of adventure. If she lives where ice or 
snow are accessible she will be caught up in 
the present country-wide fever for winter 
sports. This form of sport is always appealing 
to a young girl, even when she is wearing noth
ing more exciting than woollen underwear and 
"that old wool skirt." Now, with outfits that 
can be bought or made at home that are as 
colorful as fancy dress costumes, the woman 
in her makes it almost imperative to be in on 
the fun. If she lives in the South or near in
door pools, her favourite year-round SpOl t 
may be in or on the water, and certainly no 
one should grow up these days without some 
ability to care for herself in the water, even 
if she cannot do all the amazing things that 
girls in their teens seem to be accomplishing 
in swimming, diving, and boating. And always 
she is hungry, so that ability to cook out-of
doors is truly a virtue. 

As a nation we are known for our interest 
in sports and outdoor living, but too often as 

we grow up we become spectators rather than 
participants. Thise is due in large measure to 
the fact that our early enthusiasm did not get 
the proper encouragement and guidance. Skill 
and good style-so easy to learn when young 
-were not acquired, so as we grew older th~ 
grace, ease, and progressive satisfaction of ou r 
performance was lost. We became conter.t t ::> 
watch from the sidelines, or ~o think of a hun
dred good reasons why the electric stove and 
the inner-spring mattress are preferable to the 
recreation and refreshment that come from 
living in the open. It is because the Girl Scout 
organisation believes that every girl should 
have the opportunitJy to learn well, under pro
per guidance, these activities that contribute 
so much to health, pleasure, and grace that 
these fields have been included in the pro
gramme. 

Many Girl Scout troops are just beginning to 
experiment with these activities, and others 
have been enjoying them for some time but 
wondering if they came under the heading 
of real Girl Scouting. We consider it so real 
that we are giving you 1ihe actual reports from 
places in different sections of the country to 
show what some girls have done, in hopes that 
those of you who have not yet started will 
find helpful ideas on how to start and will get 
as much fun out of your plans and programmes 
as these troops did. 

"It is difficult to drag a ship along a dry 
river-bed, but it will float easily upon water; 
and courtesy between people on Earth is like 
the water between the boat and the river-bed. 
It may not have the scarlei; of courage or the 
brilliant yellow of wisdom, but it is like the 
s0ft gl'een of the meadows, against which all 
other colours become more splendid. Courtes:v 
can be as cool linen when we are tired, or as 
the glow of a brazier upon a cold night. It 
ma:v not be thai; great wind of experience 
which drives our ship upon its journey, yet it 
C'1n curve our sails when other wayfarers upon 
the river are becalmed." 

-From "Winged Pharoah," by Joan Grar,t. 
-~~-:o: 

Smile At This. 
I can li e a round turn a n d two h a lf inch es. 
"Next Sunda y is th e 23rd of April , who knows 

wha t d~y th~t is?" Chorus : " Shi rl ey T emple's 
Birthda y ." 

"'l'he re's a Guide W eek di s pl a y [I t Hicks Acci
(lents." 

., 



July, 1939. MATILDA 15 

THE RANGERS' PAGE 
Acting' Editor- P'. E . BATTEN. 

MINUTES OF RANGER COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

Held June 7th, 1939. 

Present.-Miss Boyes, Rangers Olive Ander
son, Gwen Jeans, Betty Newey, Debbie Brad
shaw, Jean Eades. 

Reported.-Country dance party showed a 
profit of £1 / 8/ 3. 

Ranger dinner to be held at 6 30 p.m. on 
July 15, at the Christian Club, Miss Marth 
being the speaker. 

Picture Night.-Slides of the N.S.W. Ran
gers' world tour to be shown by Miss Meek, 
Ranger Commissioner N.S.W., at Kelvin Hall 
on Wednesday, July 8, at 8 p.m. Admission 
11, and 1/ 6. Guides half price. Proceeds in 
aid of the Ranger room at the Guide House. 

Ranger members of the Gipton sub-commit
tee are Gwen Roberts, Margaret Mellor, Dor
othy Landmann. 

Ranger members of sub-committee to help 
Miss Batten run our Ranger page are Ella 
Low, Gwen Eades. 

RANGER WEEK-END AT "ROSE
BANK," MACEDON. 

10tJ,h TO 13th JUNE, 1939. 
To say that the thirty-two Rangers who at

tended the week-end travelled to Macedon 
would be obvious, and to describe the journey 
would be nothing short of tedious; tl-Jerefore 
suffice it to say that they arrived at Rosebank 
in the late afternoon of Saturday, 10th, and 
having found their respective rooms, set off 
in the short space of time remaining before 
tea, to explore their immediate surroundings. 

Although the blaze of colour which had latc 
decked the steep slopes of Macedon had faded 
to an occasional burst of flame along the way, 
the mellow countryside unfolded it~elf m 
wooded heights and misty hollows as they 
walked. 

They first saw the Cross as they rounded a 
bend in the dew-wet road . It was Saturday 
night, after tea, and most of the company han 
set out to see the Cross illuminated by night. 
Shrouded as it was by drifting clouds, the 
Cross burned pale gold ' against the stars, some 
times to be lost from view as the hikers wound 

around the twisting I'oad, or the trees hid it 
from sight. Their footsteps resounded clearly 
on the hard road, as they climed upward and 
onward past the whispering forests of gums, 
and fretted outlines of pine-plan'ations sharply 
dark against the sky. 

Clouds crept damply across the summit, and 
when at last the hikers reached the Cross, it 
loomed a vast, white shadow in a golden mist 
which hovered round and over it in an almost 
unbelievable glory. The hikers moved like 
very shadows themselves, into the light. 

In a very mundane fashion some worked ont 
the height of the Cross, which in case we 
should be corrected, we will not disclose. Some
one else with much deliberation, took a photo, 
and incidentally, it is hoped her efforts were 
crowned with the success their patience so 
richly deserved. 

Here we pause to remove all personal preju
dice from our minds, and to forget that our 
own beautiful pink and fawn bed-socks were 
subjected to foul and detrimental treatment, b 
give a true and detailed account of the disap
pearance of almost everyone's pyjamas and 
sundry articles of night-attire. Shivering ap
paritions in a motley collection of gorgeous 
dressing-gowns, paraded dejectedly up and 
down .passages, and conversed fiercely in 
groups at such spots as the bathroom door, 
as to who would be a likely "pincher-of
pyjamas," andl or "nicker-of-nighties." How
ever, in due course all artlicles (including the 
pink-and-fawn-bed-socks) were returned to 
their rightful owners, and a "peaceful night 
was enjoyed by all." 

The next day passed all too quickly in vari
ous ways. There were those who visited the 
glorious gardens of one of the many beautiful 
properties on the mountain, followed by a hike 
to the Sanctuary, and also, tihere were others 
who spent the entire day scrambling over boul
ders (and getting jambed between them) in a 
futile and exhausting search for that very 
elusive land-mark, "The Hanging Rock." 

Sunday night slipped peacefully by on the 
wings of a sing-song and Rangers' Own by 
the fire, after which we believe we are safe 
in saying that everyone tumbled thankfully 
into bed. 

"The Camel's Hump" offered itself favour-
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ably to most people on Monday morning, and 
having scaled it with alacrity, they gazed wit~ 
delight on the vast and beautiful picture be
fore them. In one direction a sea of clouds 
tumbled white and grey from mountain to 
mountain over an invisible plain, and in 
another the patterned patchwork of ever
changing greens 'was deftly touched ' with a 
scarlet roof-top or two, or a sunlit pool leap
ing silver in a field like a shining sixpence. 

After lunch, those with sufficient energy 
hiked to the State Nurseries for a tour of in
spection, to be later collected by the bus con· 
taining the not so energetic people. 

With the usual high spirits that accompany 
such expeditions, the bus-load of singing occu- ' 
pants careered joyfully on its homeward way. 

TO BE ABLE TO USE A TELEPHONE. 
At first when we read it, it seems very easy, 

but ask the Rangers in the company if they 
have ever used a Telephone. The answers may 
surprise you, for there are many Rangers who 
have never used one. We want to be able to 
use every kind of machine, so there are many 
llhings we ought tCJ know. 

The different types of 'Phones-Manual, and 
Automatic, and for country use Trunk Line. 

A. Manual 'phone is one without a dial. The 
receiver is lifted and when the exchange 
answers you give your number. 

An Automatic 'phone has a dial with num
bers and letters on it. To make a call you 
dial your nur;ll.er, if to another automatic 
'phone, but to a Manual exchange you dial the 
Call let ter only. Do the Rangers know where 
to find the Call I·~tters in the 'phone ~ot'j.;? 

Then there are the Emergency 'pl:one calls 
we can make. These are to Hospitals, Fire 
Brigade, Police, Gas Comp~ny, Metropolitan 
Board of Works and Elecl;ric Supply. ThE 
numbers for th2se ~alls are to be found in the 
first pages of th'" 'Phone Book, so we need to 
know that iT] ei.e case of an emergency, we did 
not have to waste time by searching the 'phone 
book for a number or try to get two pennies 
to rlakl:' the call. 

The:1 there aTe Service Calls. If you want 
to be called up early in the morning and have 
a 'pI one in the home, you can ask the opera
tor i. O call you at a certain time and the 'phone 
will ring until you answer it. Then you can 
ring the exchange and send your telegrams 
through the 'phone and so save time. 

Overseas.-When you look. at a Telephone, 

do you realise that you can speak through it, 
to anyone living in Great Britain, France, 
Canada, U.S.A., India, Java, Germany and New 
Zealand. Also from Australia, one can speak 
to a person travelling on the "Awatea" whilst 
at sea, on the Trans-Tasman run . 

Do we all realise that all our 'phone wires 
in the city are in tunnels under 'the streets? 
Try to arrange to have a visit to the Tele
phone Exchange in the city and go for a walk 
underground. -M.P. 

NEW ZEALAND CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATIONS. 

Details have already been published in 
"Ma~lda" about the proposed Ranger Tour, 
when Victorian Rangers are joining with the 
New South Wales Rangers for an extensive 
tour of both Islands of New Zealand. The 
tour is primarily for Rangers and Range)' 
Guiders, but applications from other Guiders 
will be considered if there are vacancies. All 
applications must reach Miss Boyes at the 
Guide Office not later than 1st August, so that 
berths can be secured. Application forms are 
obtainable at the Guide Office. 

The Awatea sails from Sydney on January 
12th and the party returns to Sydney on 2nd 
February. The total cost from Sydney will 
be £39/ 10/ ; £10 of which must be sent with ap
plication. 

Alternative, Trip.-For Rangers who are not 
able to afford the above trip, there is the pos
sibility of an alternative. Plans are incom
plete as yet, but it is hoped by tpe N.Z. Guide 
people that it will be possible to accommodate 
a number of visitors in schools not far from the 
camp site. As the camp fee and fares, and ex
pense of outings will be the only ones to b~ 
covered, it is expected that this trip, which will 
really be in the nature of an indoor camp, will 
be considerably less than the tour. Furthe)' 
details will be sent when available, so would 
anyone interested please apply at the Guid~ 
office? 

It is hoped that Victoria will be able to send 
a good representation to each group. These 
are golden opportunities to see another Do
minion under Guide auspices, and to meet Ran
gers and Guiders from all parts of the Com
monwealth as well. 

JESS U . BOYES, 
Commissioner for Rangers. 
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CAMPING and TRAINING 
APPOINTMENT 

The Executive Committee has appointed MisJ 
Venie Harrison Camp Adviser. Miss Harrison 
has been honorary camping secretary for the 
past year, and is Captain of the 3rd East Mal
vern Ranger Company. She passed the Test 
for the C.A. Ribbon at the last Campcraft 
Week. 

GUIDERS' CAMP WEEK-ENDS AT GIPTO . 

Two week-end camp!! are being arranged for 
Guiders. They will take place 5th-6th August, 
with Miss Alfred in charge, and 7th-8th Octo
ber, with Miss Bunning in charge. Fee, 9/ -, 
including fare for each week-end. All Guiders 
will be welcome and if too many apply pre ' er
ence will be given to those with the least ex
perience, as the idea of holding the camps i:; 
tQ give inexperienced campers a taste of camp 
life. Send application, together with 2/ 6 de
posit, stating clearly to which week-end you 
wish to go, to the Hon. Secretary for Camp
ing, Girl Guide Office, 60 Market Street, Mel
bourne, C.l., before the 20th July, and the 20th 
September, respectively. 

CAMPS FOR NEXT SUMMER! 
Companies are saving up now for their sum

mer camps! For the benefit of Guides whose 
captains have not yet achieved a Camper's 
Licence the following H.Q. Camps will be ar
ranged at the Guide House: 

Sites :-Combined Ranger Camp, from Box
ing Day over the New Year. Patrol leaders' 
Camp, from 5t!h-12th January. Patrol Leaden 
should be under 15 years on 1st January, 1940, 
should be second-class guides with two years' 
Guide service. Combined Guide Camp, fro111 
13th-20th January. Guides applying should be 
under 15 years on 1st January, 1940, should 
have one year's Guide service and prefe1'enCE' 
will be given to second-class Guides. Six will 
be the maximum from anyone Company;-t' i; 
may include one Guider. FEE for these three 
Camps will be 22/6 per head, plus fares, rail 
return from Melbourne, under 16, 3/ 10, 16 and 
over, 5/ 9 'bus return, ;1/ 3. Please note cor
rection of under sixteen fare, which was in
correctly stated last month. 

A Guiders' Campcraft from 27th December 
to 3rd January. General Campcraft Training 
will be given, and Guiders nominated by their 

Commissioners will be tested for the Camper" 
Licence. Fee will depend on the number at
tending-between 22/ 6 and 30/ -. For fares 
see above. 

The Licensed Guiders' Camp will be held at 
Gipton this year over Cup week-end. 

Quar~ermaster Training.-Will any Guiders 
or Rangers interested in a proposed Training 
Week-end in Quartermastering, in the Guid,~ 

House later in the year, please communicate 
with the Hon. Camping Secretary. 

Camp First Aid Test .-Necessary for 
Diploma'd Guiders, Camp Advisers, and tre
mendously helpfu\ for Camper's Licence car.di
dates, and Campcraft Badge Holders! A course 
will be held later in the year. Any Guider or 
Ranger who is recommended by her Commis
sioner and Camp Adviser may at;tend the 
course. She must have had previous experi
ence of camping under canvas, and practical 
experience in First Aid and Nursing. Only 
those who prove during the course that they 
have had first aid experience will be examined. 
Full details of the syllabus will be found in 
P.O.R. 1938, page 162. A worth-while certifi
cate to hold. It would help with arrangements 
if int'l;nding candidates were to notify the Hon. 
Camping Secretary as soon as possible. 

Indoor Camp Tes~ and Pack Holiday Permit 
--Did you like the idea suggested by the Camp
ing Committee in last month's Matilda? It is 
suggested i.hat three classes be held in Mel
bourne and two week-ends at the Guide House . 
Will any Guiders who are interested pleas·! 
notify the Hon. Camping Secretary. 

ARE YOUR GUIDES LEARNING ABOUT 
CAMP NOW? IT IS TOO LATE TO START 

IN NOVEMBER. 

SPECIAL TRAINING CLASSES. 
Miss Martin will take a special Training 

Class on 18th July at the G.F.S. Hall, 37 
Spring Street, at 8 p.m. (Watch newspapers 
for a possible alteration of hall). The pro
gramme will include some Brownie Training. 

Miss Martin will also take special Outdoor 
Training on Saturday, 15th July, 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m ., and Saturday, 29th July, 2.30 p.m. to 5 
p m. The training on botn days will take place 
at Beaumaris. For further details see "Wood
craft Training Days." 
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WIMMERA DIVISION TRAINING. 
Eighteen full-time and twelve part-time ap

plications have been l'eceived for the Week-end 
Training which will be taken by Miss Martin 
from 21st to 24th July, at "Richavon," Donald, 
the home of Mrs. Guthrie, the Division Com
missioner. -ELAINE E. MORAN. 

WOODCRAFT TRAINING DAYS. 

Mis Martin will take two outdOOI training 
days, on SatUrday, July 15th, from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m., and Saturday, July 29th, from 2.30 p.m. 
to 5 p.m., at a site next to the Beaumaris State 
School , in Dalgetty Road, Beaumaris. Do not 
miss this golden opportunity of learning new 
ideas from the Imperial Commis~ioner for 
Camping I 

Guiders attending the field day on the 15th 
should catch the train leaving Flinders Street 
for Sandringham at 10.5 a m. Those Guiders 
who cannot come until the afternoon should 
catch the train leaving Flinders Street at 1.30 
p.m. These trains will connect. with special 
Railway buses which run to Beaumaris. When 
buying tl'ain tickets, ask for "A combined ticket 
to Dalgetty Road, Beaumaris." 

'Buses will meet the 1.30 p.m. train from 
Flinders Street on the 29th, but any who wis!
to go for the whole day may do so, catching 
the usual Railway bus which connects with 
trains at Sandringham. 

For Guiders travelling by car, pickets will be 
posted at the Black Rock tram terminus and 
at the corner of Balcombe and Dalgety Roads. 
to direct drivers. 

Guiders will be required to bring the fol
lowing kit:-Food (including something (0 

cook, milk, sugar, tea, etc.) , cooking utensils 
(if required), small billy, hike groundsheet, 
mug, etc., pocket first aid kit . matches-and 
o~her hike requirements as desired. 

Would those intending to attend these train
ing days please let me know whether they are 
coming by rail or car and , in the case of thp. 
15th, whether in the morning or afternoon. Cor
respondence may be addressed to Girl Guide 
Office, 60 Market S1 reet, Melbourne, C.1. 

M. E. ALFRED, 
Hon. Secretar;' , Special Traini.ngs. 

TRAINING CLASS, 20th June. 
Thirty Guiders took part in a very helpful 

and instructive class, when Miss Martin taught 
six games of a wide variety, and led us in dis 
cussion on the value of games in Guiding. 

It was found that games could be divided 

into four headings:-Testing, Activity, Self
Control, and Intelligence. Before mapping ou: 
one's programme for the Company Meeting, WP. 

should first decide on the purpose of the game, 
and in the playing of the game ensure that that 
purpose is carried out-if we are having a 
warming up game, then let it be warming up, 
and don't bring in any feature which will slow 
down the movement and so miss the point of 
"warming up." Poinij;; to be remembered in 
conducting a game include observance of rules, 
team spirit, speed, accuracy, memory, activity, 
intelligence-and that it should be fun! All 
games must be enjoyed-and should be re
garded as the basis of our programmes, in
stead of just a stop-gap as so often happens. 

(The games will be published in the Sign 
Post Page from time tio time) . -"BARAK." 

GUIDE HOUSE. 
BROWNIE COTTAGE. 

Brownies, Brown and Tawny Owls, and 
eyeryone who has helped the commHtee to 
raise funds for the Cottage will be delighted 
to hear that the necessary repairs have been 
done and that the outside as well as the inside 
has been painted. It has been suggested that 
some Packs may like to join together and 
adopt one of the rooms that need furnishing. If 
any Packs have any ideas would they get in 
touch with the committee or ring the secretary, 
Miss Casper, Windsor 1716. 

The Brownie Guiders are holding a Jumble 
Sale in July; if you have anything for such a 
purpose, please get in touch with the secretary. 

ROMANTIC ADVENT RE. 
Fnm The Girl Scout Leader. 

(Continued.) 
Eyen ordinary observation, if presented to a 

troop so 1 hat it seems an adventure, will be 
enjoyed. A troop of younger girls did some 
excellent nature work at the evening troop 
meeting last year. The members set out L'1 
patrols, armed with flashlights, to be "nature 
del:ectives." The leader had located five differ
ent trees within a radius of three blocks, and 
gave to each patrol leader a list of questions 
to be investigated. Each patrol was anxious 
to p>:ove that its members were the best detec
t ;ves, and all the girls showed excellent ob-
(' rvation and ability to describe what they had 

di scovered. This game was played at the time 
of the spring when i.he leaf buds were just un
furling and the young leaves were delicate a" d 
fresh . The girls were so thrilled with the ten-
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der leaves, which they had never before par
ticularly noticed, that they kept right on ob
serving them through the rest of the spring. 

Some older girls enjoyed combining their 
work on the Foot Traveller and the Wild Plant 
Finde-r badges. On a long hike taken in t h~ 
rain (total cost to each, ten cents carfare to re
turn to the city) they found over twenty-five 
different flowers and ferns, many of which they 
had never seen before . They started from 
their own neighbourhood and hiked through 
the woods parallel to a newly built highway 
leading out of town, and then cut across coun
try to the Towson Nursery where acres ant] 
acres of azaleas were blooming. The profu
sion of cultivated flowers offered an interest
ing contrast to the wild plants they had ob
served. The most exciting event of the day 
was the discovery of a lovely pink moccasin 
flower in the damp woodlands through which 
they hiked. 

Have you ever tried making an electric na
ture chart'? Some Senior Girl Scouts who 
were asked to prpeare a nature exhibit for the 
Girl Scout office made one (lU wild flower con
servation. Pictures of about fifty flowers were 
mounted on a large piece of cardboard and a 
small metal clip was fastened below each. A 
red, yellow, or green light would flash on as 
one touched with a hanging wire the clip be
low a flower one would like to pick. As the 
proper light flashed on, attention was called 
to the corresponding advice: 

Red: STOP! Do not pick these flowers. They 
are rare and should be protected. 

Yellow: GO SLOW! Be sure you do not 
take too many of these flowers. They should 
be picked only in limited quantities. 

Green: GO AHEAD! Pick all of these you 
want. 

They may be found in many places in great 
numbers. 

Another part of this exhibit consisted or 
sketches of shapes of trees and a collection of 
twigs to accompany the sketches. A third part 
was a picture of an attractive kitchen cut from 
a magazine. Little threads wen~ from various 
objects in the room to a specimen of the rock 
01' metal out of which that article is usually 
made. 

With the revised nature activities, our Bal
timore leaders seem to have a feeling of 
greater adequacy to do nature work with their 
girls. The badge activities give many definite 

suggestions, and are clearly stated, so that a 
new leader or a leader who has had no special 
t raining in nature can carry them out. T;:ey 
are also more easily understood by girls. 

More opportunities for nature training have 
been available. The consultant:; for the Nature 
field on the programme committee has gotten 
in touch with a number of persons in Balti
more with nature interests and has prepared 
for our local bulletin a list of speakers and 
trips available to troops interested in nature. 
This fall, on our Leaders' Club week-end, a 
round table on nature was offered. The group 
discussed objectives, ways of following up 
interest with stimulating and worth-while ac
tivities, and ways in which a leader can pre
pare herself to work with a group in the Na
ture field. They discussed in detail the Sec
ond Class nature requirements. A nature hike, 
nature games, and crafts were interspersed 
with the discussion. 

Last spring an eight-week nature course 
was given. Each night a different subject was 
discussed and methods of carrying out badge 
activities were suggested. On the star night 
we went to the Academy of Sciences and used 
the eight-inch telescope there. The director 
showed several different constellations, and 
told us what the observatory had to offer to 
Girl Scouts. He urged the leaders to brin~ 
their troops. The second half of the evening a 
leader who had had some experience with Star 
Finder groups showed devices that could be 
used in their field-shadowgraphs,. models, and 
so forth. At another meeting of the course 
the State Forester talked and showed slides. 
His talk included some excellent pointers on 
how to recognise trees; he very generously 
offered to repeat his illustrated talk to groups 
of girls. The course concluded with a trip to 
camp, where the leaders had an opportunity to 
obtain some practical knowledge of the out-of
doors. Here, too, they had a chance to have 
that actual nature experience, which I think 
is more essential to effective nature work than 
much technical knowledge. Ifl you've once felt 
the power of tossing, wind-swept trees, or seen 
the wonder and the beauty of a fern frond un
folding in the dim woodlands, you'll always find 
adventure and romance in the out-of-doors. 

-HARRIET VERNON, 
Leader, Troop 24 Baltimore. 
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MEETINGS OF EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

1st June, 1939. 
Present: Lady Chauvel, Mrs. Edmondson, 

Mrs. Littlejohn, Misses Boyes, Broadhurst, 
Coles, Lascelles and the Secretary. 

Guide House Telephone.-The wording for 
the entry in the City telephone directory was 
decided upon. 

Picture Night.-Further preliminary plans 
were discussed. 

Walkabout.-Miss Broadhurst l·epol·ted on 
progress of plans, including afternoo!1 tea ar
rangements. 

Federal Council.-All States except Queens
land had been directly repref'ented at the meet
ing. 

Commissioners' Conference arrangements 
were reported. 

Thanks Badge.-The award of a Thanks 
Badge to Mrs. W. B. Howe, on the recommen
dation of the Commissioner and Local Assoc:a
tion of Pres~on, was approved. 

New Zealand Visitl-Tentative plans for the 
Victorian party were considered. 

Camp Adviser.-The appointment of Miss V. 
Harrison as Camp Adviser was ratified. 

World Bureau Correspondence was receiyed. 

21st June, 1939. 
Present: Lady Chauvel, Mrs. Edmondson, 

Misses Broadhurst, Cameron, Coles, Purnell, 
Russell, Swinburne, and Assistant Secretary. 

Women's Voluntary National Register.
Miss Russell reported that 255 names were 
already on the card index, and that a Gal' 
Course was already in progress. 

Walkabout progress J'eport from Miss 
Broadhurst showed that all Divisions except 
one were taking part. 

State Council.-It was recorded with plea
sure that Mrs. F. W. Head had agreed to be
come a member of the Council. 

Thinking Day Fund, which would be closed 
at the end of June, amounted to. £5/ 0/2. 

Financial report and routine business were 
dealt with. 

F. V. BARFUS, 
Assistant State Secretary. 

·I'-·-----'---·-'-.. -'-'~l 
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1= Official Cam'aR Goods House to the Gi rI , 
Guides' Association. ( 

i Special OonoessioIlS o.ff I_ist PI'iees ! i To all Girl Guid", Organisations , 

,= \\'rite for Particulars to Your Heau- t 
quarters, or Direct to Us. ' 

" 

TEXTS and F'LYS, GROUNDSHEETS. _I 

CAMPI.'\fG GOODS, FLAGS, TRAVEL i RUGS, CAMP BEDS, WATERPROOFS, j 
- 81"EEPING BAGS, MATTRESSES. i 
I ---- i 
i SPOHTING GOODS " 

I
i \Ve ha \'e arranged to allow Concessions I 

on all Sporting Goods. , 
= \Vl'ile to us for Our List, Prices and J' 

:

1, Particulars. ", 
TelIDis. Go.lf, CI1clcet, Basc1>oll, 
Bas);:etbalJ and Indoor Galllcs. 

i SUPPORT THE FIRJU I i WHO SUI'I'ORT YOU ! 
= , 
LU_O_~"_" __ ~U_~u_,._n-.._.'_~ 

"'~"_II_tl_II_" _'I_(l_I_t'-U_I_'I_I_'I_'I~ , f I , 
I fii. . 
I 5 I 
I I 
, THE MUTUAL STORE i 
i features Keen Valuts =, ! from the Special i 
I ' i COLLEGE WEAR DEPT. ! 
- , 
I Girls' Doctor FLannel i 
, SCHOOL BLAZERS ' 
= ! 
, The Ideal Blazer (or School or = 

i Collcg-e wear. Huper quality ! 
I 

Doctor Flannel in Navy. Finish- 21 f ! 
ed with Silk Ribbon Binding. _ , 

i Sue(';'llly Priced , 

I, Tailored Fuji Silk !,_ 

SKIRT BLOUSES. , 
, 20in. to 27in .. 7/11: 30in, to 33in., S/G: 3Gin. ! 

t~~~ .. ,~Y:!.Y~,~ ~~.~ ~n~ II 
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