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OFFICE HOLIDAYS. 
The Girl Guides' Association will close 

from 5.30 p.m. on Christmas Eve until Mon
day, 24t\l January, 1943. M. E. Bush. 

LIFE' SAVER. 
Would a Rangel' who has the above quali

fi'cations and who would like to spend 'a 
week's free holiday at the Guide Hous·e give 
service to the Lones by acting as Life-Saver 
at the Lones Gathering, Jan. 15th-22nd? 
Apply Commissioner for Lones, Mrs. M. R. 
Fairbairn, 236 Kooyong Road, Toorak. 

ANGLICAN GIRL GUIDES. 
There will be a Corporate Communion for 

Anglican Guides, Rangers and Guiders at St. 
John's, 'Latro'be Street, on Saturday, 27th 
Novemher, at 7.15 a.m. Breakfast after
wards in the Hall (charge 6d.) Will those who 
wish to stay to breakfast please notify Sister 
Julian, C.H.N., not later than Monday, 22nd 
November? 

IMPORTANT. 
Names of Guides or Brownies and Companies 

or Packs are required for hats and material. 
Ties, 1 coupon. Material. Please send all 
measurements. Guides and Brownies will be 
placed on the waiting list and supplied in 
turn. G. Thurgood . 

WARRANTS AND REGISTRATIONS 
Brown Owl. 

Ra Geelong, Miss M. Gwyther; 
10th Geelong, Miss J. Orchard; 
2nd Mildura, Miss D. Roberts. 

Tawny Owl. 
1st Myrtoa! Mrs. D. WiIlsmore. 

REGISTRATIONS. 
Local Associ,ation, Ouyen; 1st Merbein 

Ranger Co.; 5th South Yarra Co.; 3rt! Sun
shine Co. 

CANCELLATIONS. 
Lieutenant-Miss P. Shilcock, 6th Camber

well Co. 

MEETINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. _ 

H eld at the Guide Office on 16th Septem 
ber and 7th October. 

Present, 16th September: Lady Chauvel. 
Miss Cameron, Mrs. Bakewell, Mrs. Buckley. 
Mrs. Edmondson, Mrs. Faulkner, Mrs. 
Springthorpe, Miss Ritchie and the Secre
tary. 

7th October: Lady Chauvel, Miss Cameron, 
Mrs Blackwood, Mrs. Edmondson, Ml'!>. 
Faulkner, Mrs. Littlejohn, Mrs. Pearson, Mr:'l . 
Springthorpe, Misses Holtz, McKellar, Mac
Leod, Moran. Swinburne and the Secretary. 

Reported that Lady Dugan would not be 
able to attend the annual meeting, but that, 
if she were in Melbourne, she would come to 
one of the Conferences. 

That Lady Royle would propose the adop
tion of the Annual Report, and that Mrs. E. 
W. Holden would second it: that Miss E. H. 
PU1'I1ell was to be the -speaker at the annual 
meeting. 

That new ('overing for the couch and chairs 
for the Guide House had been purchased, and 
that the drive was to be drained. 

That the gift of £5 from Ml'lS. Storrow to 
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the Guide House should be plaid into the En
dowment Fund. 

That Miss MacLeod would be one of our 
representatives to the Federal Council. 

That Miss Moran had agreed to be Com
missioner for Rangers and Miss MacLeod to 
be Commissioner of Training'; the cruange 
to be made next year. 

That Miss Purnell had agreed to help new 
Commissioners where there was no Division 
Commissioner 

That Mrs. Dann had agreed to be Division 
Commissioner for a part of Gippsland. 

Agreed that the appointment of Mrs. Her
bert Brookes as representative of the Nat· 
ional Council of Women and of Miss V. E. 
Cartel' as representative of the Victorian So
ciety for Protection of Animals on the State 
Council be accepted. 

To send a letter of congratulations and 
good wishes to Miss Marjorie Sweeting, a 
former Guider, and member of tihe office 
staff, who had been awarded the M.B.E. Medal 
for her work in connection with the Y.W. 
C.A. Hostels in Britain. 

That £250 should be invested in the new 
Commonwealth Loan, to be added to the 
"Headquarters Fund." 

That Mrs. Eddy's report as our represen
tative on the Victorian Baby Health Centres 
Association be rec·eived. 

That subjects suggested for the Federal 
Council agenda be approved. 

That Miss Onians' resignation, as Convener 
of the Gipton Sub-Committee, be accepted, 
and that the thanks of the Association should 
be express·ed to her for all she had done for 
Gipton. 

That the Annual Report and Balance Sheet 
be accepted. 

Routine and financial business was tran-
sacted. M. E. Bush. 

DISTRICT NEWS 
1st LIL YDALE GIRL GUIDES. 

The Guides in Lilydale had a very busy 
time for a few weeks, getting ready for 
their amateur picture night. Guides brought 
sugar from their family ration. The prison
ers of war were to benefit from the sale of 
sweets, so the local Red Cross Committze 
gave us twelve pounds of sugar. Captain got 
out her recipe books, and everyone into ov
eralls. There was much beating and heating, 
and in the other room three or foul' were 
busy with sweet baskets. Some went to the 
hall to prepare it for THE NIGHT. At last 
I"veets were in the baskets, the snowballs in 
tins, and everything ready. Captain had to 
bring five reels borrowed from the film lib
rary at Kodak, in town. Mr. Mayne had run 
the projector, and had seen everything was 
in order on his table. At 8 o'clock the even
ing b€gan with t.he National Anthem. Three 

reels wel'e shown, travel ones mostly, with a 
few personal touches, such as one Guide as 
a baby. There were howls and shouts when 
the pram appeared. The Kodak films offered 
a great deal of amusement. Holland Days, a 
cartoon, Charlie Chaplin at his skatiest on 
the rink; Our Gang with its pranks brought 
forth much mirth. 

The sweets brought in £1115/-, the whole 
proceeds being £12. £4 is for the Baden
Powell Memorial, and £8 odd will go to the 
prisoners of war. 

We all advise this mode of amusement if a 
projector is procurable. C.T.B. 

1st CANTERBURY COMPANY. 
On 2nd October the 1st Canterbury Guide 

Company celebrated its 20th Birthday. Past 
Captains of the Company were welcomed to 
afternoon tea by Miss M. Moore, Div. Com
missioner and present Captain. Miss Bush. 
State Secretary, congratulated the Company 
on its long and splendid record. She hoped 
they would be able to celebrate their 25th 
birthday. The Patrol Leaders presented her 
with a donation from the Guides towards 
B.-P. fund. The Birthday Cake was cut by 
the small daughter of the first Guider of the 
Company. As each Guide was allowed to 
invite a friend to tea, 5 o'clock saw many 
expectant fac·es waiting at the gate of the 
hall. Tea was served . amidst much merri
ment. The Guides were pleased that theil' 
Brown Owl, Miss Holtz, could come, and help 
them with games and singing. The evening 
concluded with a sing-song round the camp
fire, and the Guides are looking forward to 
an equally happy twenty-first birthday. J.D. 

"KILDONAN'" BROWNIES. 
"Kildonan" Brownies say "Thank you, 

Chief." The 2nd Burwood ("Kildonan") Pack 
wanted to make some contribution to the 
B.-P. Memorial Fund. Someone suggested 
a concert, and then things got busy. Brown 
Owl and Tawny.arrived two nights a week for 
rehearsals for many weeks beforehand. A 
stage had to be constructed, and some sort 
of curtain arranged, but Matron was ingen
ious, and produced trestles and tables and 
yards of unbleached sheeting. On the af~er
noon of 2nd October people began to arrive 
very early, and there was a feeling that pel'
haps there would not be room for all, but 
they all sqUleezed In-other Brownies and 
Guides of the district with their mothers, 
"Kildonan" Committee members and friends. 
Mr. Bain, convener of "KiIdonan," was in 
the chair, and welcomed the visitors. 

Then came the items, which were run off 
in record time, in spite of the fact that the 
dressing room was on the ground floor, and 
reached by the fire escape. Only 11 Brownies, 
and yet there was hardly a pause between 
one item and the next, and the changes of 
scenery and costume were miraculous. Songs. 
l'ecitations, dances and small plays were in 
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this varied 'programme, whicl1 ended with 
an Empire pageant. 

At the end, the Guiders presented Mr. Bain 
with £2 towards the building of a sick bay. 
This sum was donated by friends of Brown 
Owl and Tawny, and who are interested in 
"Kildonan" and the Brownies. Matron and 
tile pianist and \the Kindergarten Teacher 
were presented with gifts and flowers as an 
appreciation of their help and advice. The 
proceeds of this splendid effort amounted to 
£8 for the B.-P. Fund. M.K.R. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Dear "Matilda," 
At the Guiders' conference, when we were 

discussing why young people do not join the 
Guide movement as Guiders, it was stated that 
"they would not be seen deadt in the uniform." 

Isn't this OUR fault? On looking round 
t.he Conference, I wondered whether some 
Guiders EVER looked in a mirror - really 
looked, I mean! 

THE SIGN POST 

WHY THE SIGNPOST? 

Quite recently I heard a query as to why 
this was known as the Signpost Page, and 
have been wondering since if there were 
many ethel' Guiders who did not know tht' 
reason. 

When the Founder gave us the outline on 
which to base our Guide activities he did not 
.iust choose haphazard a variety of interest
ing subjects and deal them round among the 
various tests. He had a SEt plan in his mind. He 
knew what he wanted to achieve, and, so that 
this aim would be possible, he arranged all 
our Guiding activities under foul' headingi; 
or signposts. 

Look in your old friend P.O. & R., and you 
will see th!\t every test ape! blldge is e!ivided 

Mo~t of the hats were positively disgrac·~
ful - do Guid·ers EVER clean them, brush 
them, or put fresh ribbon (no coupons 
needed!) on them? Also, it is possible to 
put a crease in the crown if it is a peculiar 
shape! 

The overalls are certainly odd about the 
waist - ,being mass-produced - but the 
Services' uniforms are also mass-produced, 
and I rather think, if asked, Service women 
would say that they succeed in altering them 
to fit. It does not take much dressmaking 
skill to take in and shape a waist-line. 

Here again - do Guiders really make sure 
their ties and overalls are clean and pressed, 
or do they l'ush at the last minute and sling 
on the ir unif'orms anyhow? 11'm afraid 
that's what some look like. 

W·e MUST realise that the "great public" 
can only judge by what they see. At pres·ent 
we verv often look like a band of earnest 
women -whose thoughts are above their ex
ternal appearance. I would be interested to 
hear what others think about this. 

I remain, yours sincerely, 
Joan Alston. 

among those four ~ignposts - Intelligence, 
Handicraft, H Ealth and Service. Then look 
at the block at the top of this Page and you 
will see that each arm of the signpost there 
contains one of these titles. 

Most people are better at one of the sec
tions than the others, but this does not mean 
that we should concentrate on the brilliant 
one and ignore those at which we do not 
shine - rather the contrary. Although we 
want to develop any special gifts we also 
want to improve our weaker sections so that 
we may become the sort of useful all-round 
people that the Founder had in mind. The 
four signposts do depend one upon the other, 
too, if they are each to be developed to their 
fullest extent. This is what I read the other 
day: "Service depends on the other three fac
tors. The stronger you are, the more intelligent 
you are, the handier you are, the better you 
can serve other people. So, you see, the great 
tip is to develop all four sides of yourself at 
onae, then you will be able to be as useful 
as you would like to be, not just have nice 
daydreams about it!" That is the goal we 
are aiming at with the Guides, and so it is 
what we must also try to achieve in ourselves. 

That, too, is the aim of this Page: to lJl'ovide 
a series of articles taken from these four head
in.gos which will help you towards your goal. 
If there are any special subjects that you 
would like included in it, please write in and 
ask for them. That is the best way to help 
the Page to become a real Signpost. It is 
only a Signpost though, to direct us on the 
way. We each have to interpret those direc· 
tions in our own way and follow them out for 
ourselves, S,M.M. 
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THOSE "FEW WORDS"! 
You know that sinking feeling that comes 

to Guiders and Commissioners alike when they 
are sweetly asked to "say just a few words"? 

The occasions are varied. It may be just a 
friendly visit you are paying to a friend's Com. 
pany meeting, 01' you may be the honoured 
guest who has been asked to enrol. It may be 
a ceremonial occasion, like presentation of 
badge~ and stars, or a special celebration; an 
InvestIture of Leaders, or a Parents' Night. 
With "Be Prepared" as our motto, let us think 
ahead, and hav,e a few ideas tucked away for 
an emergtency, when there is little time for 
preparing a "speech." . 

This month we shall consider the Enrol· 
ment 'Pow-Wow. Brevity and simplicity are 
essential - the former because the Guides are 
feeling a certain amount of tension and ex
citement about this Great Event in the Com
pany life - the making and renewing of th'o! 
Guide Promise; and the latter because the 
Guides' attention must be attracted and held 
to some one idea which they can carry away 
in their memory and hold long after as an in
spiration. If they do not remember the enrol· 
ment pow-wows, something is not quite right. 

N ow for some ideas for subjects of these 
pow-wows. I continue to call them pow-wows, 
because that is much more the Guide method 
than "saying a few words." Pow-wow involves 
the Guides, whom the Guider draws into the 
talk by asking questions and expecting and 
wanting an 'answer, and in ,a Company used to 
this form of "talk," it would be natural to use 
a similar method for big occasions like enrol· 
ments. 

The following suggestions may be helpful; 
if Guiders will send in their additional sUj!'ge~ 
tions for publication ' it will be more helpful 
still. 
1. Choose one word in the Promise and show 

its meaning in a new light; collect different 
ways in which the word is used, and make 
on~ big point that sums up the lot as a line 
for Guides to follow in their efforts to 
keep the Promise. 
Examples.-Honour; my best; my duty; at 

all times. 
2. Do the same with the Law. 
3. Find a poem, verse of a hymn, a short 

story, or a newspaper cutting that applies 
to and illustrates a Guide L:!w. The quo· 
tation must be short, or at least you must 
take out just a few words of it on which 
to hang the inspiring thought you want to 
get across to the Guides. Examples: Kip· 
ling's "If," stories from The Guider des
cribin,'! circumstances of Awards to Guides 
for !!'allantl'Y, etc.; stories from such books 
as The Golden Windows. 

4. Connect the Laws with the Health Rules, 
e.g., purity with cleanliness and fresh air ; 
exercise with duty to God; rest and food 
also include loyalty to God and the King. 

6. Read something- from The Council Fire, the 
English Annual Report (old editions do 
quite well) / The Gl,lide or The Guider/ p.bout 

international Guiding - something that 
!!lakes the distant Guid-es real people to 
whom one can apply the 4th Law. 

6. Some te~hnical example of co-operation, 
e.g., radIO set; the aerial and the earth
wire (God and our neighbours); the Morse 
buzzer - a means of sending messages 
(4th Law, 3rd Law, 8th Law, etc.). 

7. Use catchly verses like these: 
"Hitch your waggon to a star, keep your 
~ e at, and there you are!" "If your cup 4)f 
JOY overflows, let it trickle into some-on<! 
else's"; "Politeness is to do or say the 
kindest thing in the kindest way'" (Note 
that some of these sayings are not quite 
true for Guides - they can adapt them). 

8. Read any of the Founder's writings; they 
are full of sentences that are a pow-wow in 
themselv·es; e.g., "A gift is not ours till 
we have thanked the giver." 

9. Then there are provocative questions, such 
as: "Are you a StandardiseI' or a Standard 
Bearer?" "What made the Saints saints?" 
"Which of the Saints of the Flag do you 
admire most, and why?" "Does the world 
know which side you're on?" 

10. Symbolism - the star in the Trefoil; the 
Crosses of the Union Jack; the design of 
the World Flag; why we polish our badge; 
what the Salute tells about us; the origin 
of the Horseshoe formation (read Scouting 
for Boys). 

11. The Motto - sort out the different mean
ing of the word "prepare" (vegetables, for 
battle; for Communion; for visitors' for 
rain, heat, etc.)-always involves effo~t. 

You read that story in the last issue of 
"Matilda," headed "Why not say thank you 7" 
It is a proud yet humbling moment when one 
of your former Guides, meeting you after manv 
years, tells how something you said at hei· 
Enrolment has helped her in moments of in
decision. 

It is easy to feel that "they don't listen 
anyway"; but if, as an act of loyalty to yOU~ 
Guides, you put time and effort into working' 
out something to give them at each Enrolment 
Ceremony, surely it is enough r eturn if even 
one Guide gains inspiration and guards it in 
her memory! F.V.B. 

O~OIC:====~0C201~i====~O~OC:: 

"MATILDA" WILL BE GOING TO 

PRESS EARLIER THIS MONTH. 

WOULD CONTRIBUTORS PLEASE 

LET THE EDITOR HAVE THEIR 

MATERIAL BY NOVEMBER 24 AT 

THE LATEST. 

O~OC:===-OI::lOI::=:::'OI::lOJ::: 
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EXTENSIONS 
Editor: Sydney Foott. 

Few companies possess the Campfire Badgtl 
- one of these is now 2nd Heidelberg (Aus
tin Hospitai). 

The State Secretary and the District Com
missioner came together to the hospital. The 
Assistant Commissioner for Extensions was 
already there - she had been investing a 
Patrol Leader and two Seconds. 

While the two Patrols upstairs played a 
Morse game, run by the Company Leader, 
the Commissioners, Miss Bush, and Captain 
and Lieutenant went down to the Respira
tor Ward, where another Leader was invested. 
Then Elza, one o~ the Brownies, was visited, 
and was discovered to be busy knitting a white 
moss-stitch scarf with her toes. June, the 
other Brownie, was asleep. So she missed 
the excitement of seeing two Commissioners 
and one State Secretary all at once! How
ever, Elza announced that some day she 
too would be invested as Patrol Leader. Judg
ing /by their progress as BrO'Wnies, 'it ,is 
probable that they will both be Leaders. 

Back upstairs, the company staged a really 
good sing-song. Led by their company lead
er, they sang a wide range of SQ!lgs, "The 
sun is sinking in the West," "Down yonder 
tall gum trees," "Hiawatha," and many other 
camp favourites. As Miss Bush said, when 
she was commenting on their singing, it was 
a pleasure to listen to them, and especially to 
hear the words of the songs. 

Then everyone joined in with "Down by 
the station"-in four parts, but with con
siderable ingenuity on the part of some of 
the visitors! The different trains simply 
could not synchronise their whistles! 

We all acted - with great enthusiam - the 
story of the band of Zulu warriors returning 
from the wars, with much clanking of spears, 
running down hills and plodding up the other 
side until we were quite breathl!!ss, and could 
scarcely shout "Rhubarb" or "Soa'a water 
bottles" when we saw our beloved spouse! 

RANGERS 
THE RANGER HIKE. 

Sunday, September 26th, was the day for 
our combined hike and Rangers' Own. The 
Rangers, almost fifty in all, s~arated into two 
parties, one leaving from Heidelberg Station, 
and the other from the North Balwyn tram. 
Both parties had to hike about five miles. The 
sky was cloudy when we started out, but the 
Rangers were not discouraged, and by the 
time they arrived at their destination - a spot 
on the bend of the Yarra at Templestowe, 
where it runs through the property of Mr. 
Turner, the day was quite wal·m. It was a 
lovely spot, and soon about eight fires were 
lit, on which the Rangers cooked their food. 
After lunch, the girls were allowed to do as 
they liked. Some chose to lie basking in the 
sun; others wandered off on short walks of 
exploration. Sister Julian, the speaker f01: 
the Rangers' Own, was driven out by Mrs. 
Littlejohn, and arrived at 3 o'clock, accom
panied by several well-known Guiders. 

We moved from the "kitchen," along the 
bank to another lovely spot, where the ser
vice was to be held. It was cool and grassy, 
commanding a good view of the river. Sis
ter Julian had arranged her service to fit in 
with the surroundings. She told us that we 
must carry out our motto, "Service," but it 
helped a lot, if occasionally we could slip 
away and spend a lazy day in peaceful sur
roundings. The restfulness of nature enters 
our hearts and makes us feel fitter for our 
daily life. The Rangers sang four hymns, 
and Sister Julian read several prayers. Peace 
entered the hearts of many Rangers as they 
listened to the speaker and it went with them 
when they returned home a little while later. 

. . . . . 
Rangers! Arl"angements are being mad", 

for the next fixtur.e, on November 17th, ~o 
keep the date free, and roll up in great num
bers. And also keep in mind the week-end 
camp to be held next March. More details 
later. 

tONES 
Minutes of Lones Association Meeting, 

held at G.H.Q. on Tuesday, Oct. 12th. 
Present: Mrs. Fairbairn in chair; Mes

dames Higgs, Keble, McColl, Millis, Downe. 
Baird, Jardine and Hughes. 

Apologies. Mrs. Harley and Miss McWil· 
lial11jS. 

Welcome. Mrs. Fairbairn welcomed the 
new members :-Mrs. Baird, representing 
Camberwell South; Mrs. McColl, Carlton; and 
Mrs. Millis, Parkville and North Melbourne; 
Mrs. Downe, Mordialloc. 
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Minutes of previous meeting were read 
and confirmed. 

Business arising. As the result of the Op
portunity Stall at the Annual Meeting, the 
sum of £15 / 10/- had been forwarded to the 
B . .,!'. Memorial Fund. After some discus
sion concerning lihe proposed purchase of 
War Savings CertificatEs with the Ranger 
Camp Fund money, it was proposed by Mrs. 
Baird and seconded by Mrs. Higgs that we 
withdraw our account with the Commonwealth 
Savings Bank and transfer it to the State Sav
ings Bank. Carried. 

!te.:Jrt s. The TreasurEr reported a bank 
balance of £28 / 12 / 4, of which £8 / 11 / 5 was the 
Ranger Camp Fund. The following accounts 
were passed for payment on the motion of Mril. 
Keble. secondEd bv Mrs. McColl: Com mis
sion~l's' postage £~ / 13 / 9; stencils and paper, 
4/1. 

COl'l'espondence. From Miss Purnell, ask
ing that the amount of her fare from Geelong 
to attend and speak at the annual meeting 
should be regarded as her donation to the 
Lones. 

From Mrs McKay, tendering hel' resigna
tion as representing Sunshine. as she has 
recently been apnointed Commissioner for 
that District, and will not have time to com
bine the two. 

From-Miss Hoffmeyer, forwarding 10 / - from 
Northern Division for the Lones. 

From 1st Carnegie Company, sending £1/1 / 
as a donation. 

From Miss Moran, asking Guiders arrang
ing camps to invite children eligible under 
the R.A.N. Welfare Scheme to attend. 

An invitation to G.H.Q. Annual Meeting 
on Friday, Octob~r 15th, was also received. 

:Proposed by Mrs. Millis, seconded by Mrs. 
Higgs, that the correspondence be received. 

It was proposed by Mrs. McColl and sec
onded by Mrs. Downe that an extra War 
Savings Certificate be bought in order to use 
11/5 remaining from Ranger Camp Fund. 
and 3/6 sent by Mrs. Gordon for National 
Savings. Carried. 

Resignations. Mrs. Fairbairn reported the 
resignations of Mrs. Jones and Miss Fowle!', 
and the appointment of Mrs. Chancellor, rep
resenting Swan Hill. 

Camp. Mrs. Fairbairn said it was hoped 
to hold a camp in January if sufficient num
ber of applications were received. So far 10 
girls wished to attend. Most of the necessary 
staff had been arranged, but so far the ser
vices of a life-saver had not been obtained. 
It had been suggested that a Ranger might 
like to give sercive in th'is capacity in return 
for .a week's holidav. One of the member", 
present offered to ~eet the expense for this. 
This offer was very much appreciated. 

Several members offered hospitality if l'e

quired by the girls coming from distances, 
both before and after camp. 

Next Meeting. It was suggested that th 
next meeting should be a "Camp Pantry" 
one. This m!!eting will be held at the hom" 

of the Commissioner on Jan. llth at 2.30 p.m., 
when gifts to help the larder for the camp will 
be received. 

T'he meeting then closed. 

Deal' Guiders, 
You have just read in the Minutes of the 

Lone Association that the Lones Gathering will 
be held "subject to sufficient numbers of appli
calions being received." So far only 10 havE' 
come in, and two or three of these are not ab
solutely certain, depending on the season and 
circumstances at the time. This is understand
able. So much must be taken into considera
tion - the greatest difficulty being the cur· 
tailment of train services owing to the coal 
situation. 

In order to help Lones avail themselves of 
this opportunity, to attend camp, the L.A. 
has once more generously offered hospitality 
to any girls during their periods of transition 
through Melbourne, both before and after 
the camp. They have also offered to pro
cure the loan of uniforms, so the application 
forms will include measurements to be filled 
in by those requiring them. Realising also 
the extra expense of train fares for country 
girls, the L.A. has once more Qffered to meet 
any expenses applied for. 

We are particularly anxious to have it a 
representative gathering, and knowing th.-e 
tremendous benefit it will be to the Lones to 
meet together, and enjoy the companionship 
and praCl,tical experience of Guiding in their 
own Guide home, the L.A. is thus making 
every effort to make it possible for enough 
Lones to attend to make the camp a success. 

I know you have all written about the camp 
in your Budgets some time ' ago, and you 
should have received by now any response 
that will be forthcoming, but as there are 
still many vacancies I ·am hoping these will 
be filled before the closing date at the en,1 
of November. The Guide House holds 25. 
which means we have room for 20 girls. 
Surely from the whole Lone Branch we can 
gather together that number to ensure thE' 
success of another Gathering! M.R.F. 

(Editor: Elsie Sydes) 

RED, RED ROBINS. 
If you look back thrq,ugh your "Matildas" 

which I'm sure all good Guiders hoard up. 
you will find in the June, 1943, number, under 
the Bush Lore heading, a paragraph on "Birds 
that flock." Then follows "More Flocks," 
and over the page "Robins." 
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The following has been sent in by a Guider 
after reading these. 

"1 am writing to you about the paragraph 
on robins that was in 'Matilda' two or three 
months ago. 1 did not write sooner as 1 was 
waiting to check up on facts.. . 

We do not see robins here until the sprmg. 
Last year we saw flocks of flame robins (do?;· 
ens of them) on the golf links. This year 
they are there .again - not in such nu~bers 
- but still in flocks. To-day 1 saw Sll!: or 
seven together, but as I had some of the 
small children with me, 1 could not get close 
enough to observe them properly. . 

The greatest number of scarlet-breast,ed, 
robins 1 have seen together is four. 

Some of the other teachers report seeing 
a, so far, unidentified robin last week-end. 
Its breast was almost fuchsia colored, and 
otherwise it was unrelieved black - no 
whitle anywhere. 1 am keeping my eyes 
open for it, but so far 1 have not been lucky." 

P. A. Barrett (Lamta.) 
Marysville. 

SHORT OF KAPOK! 
Are you .lhort of kapok? Well, just YOIl 

get a bag and go under the white poplars (0), 

silver poplars, if you prefer that name). 
I first had this kapok pointed out to me by 

the Ranger Lieutenant at Ballarat, and as I 
told 'Matilda' last year, it was last spring 
that 1 first saw this kapok or down blowing 
in the air and along' the road. 

This year have watched the poplars closely 
from the time when the catkins first burst 
forth, then when the ground was green with 
those that the tree had shed, then the com
ing of the young leaves and now, most in
teresting of all, the white kapok. 

Last Thursday, October 21, it started. The 
day was sunny, warm, with a slight breeze, 
and thrcugh the air floated tiny pieces of 
breeJ;e and a host of "Fairies" floated from 
the direction of a large poplar. October 22 
they were thicker, and were still floating 
from the tree on the 23rd, though not so 
thickly. On the ground they drifted alon.:;!; 
until they caught in grass or weeds. 

Whence come this downy stuff, for all th ~ 
world like kapok to the practical mind, or 
"fairies" to the imaginative? I looked closely 
and discovered that 'it comes from the cat
kins. It is sticking on them and as you watch 
breaks away and floats off. 

Some catkins were lying on the ground, 
,and these were covered with it, too, and 
there seemed to be small brown seeds - ju~t 
a few - but I wouldn't vouch for these. As 
far as I could see, the kapok comes from eac:h 
up the whole catkin. 1 have called it a 
little tiny weeny "purse" that goes to make 
"purse" but it may be a seed box, but it 
doesn't seem to have seed in it, so that is 
hard Iv right. Perhaps some botanist will 
come - to the rescue? Also as far as I can 
see, the seeds don't float away on the kapok, 
unless because there is lots more kapok than 

seeds, 1 missed the bits with seeds as passen
gers. 

Can anyone help me and "Matilda" and all 
her hosts of readers? 

OAK TASSELS. 
'I'he oaks in our street, not far from the 

white poplars, are covered wi~h ~rownish tas
sels or catkins. They hang In httle bunches 
beneath the leaves. Have you seen 'em? 

HOPS RIPEN. 
The elm hops or seeds, with their round 

wings are flying away now. The leaves are 
well on in their growth. 

SPITTERS. 
E:veryone knows those revolting looking 

creatures commonly called "spitters," because 
when you touch them they spit a nasty look
ing fluid that smells very strongly of euca
lyptus. They are the grubs of the gum saw
fly. 

Recently we kept a bunch of sixteen, the 
grubs being about an inch long. They were 
fussy about the freshness of their meals, so 
we were kept busy getting fresh gum leaves. 
The bush they came from was quite handy. 
On examining it 1 counted 56 leaves eaten 
completely, all but the midribs. 

Have you ever seen these creatures eat
ing? If not, haven't you wondered how they 
all get a bite when you have seen them iu 
that tight mass they seem to live in? 

Our sixteen arranged themselves in a very 
orderly fashion down each side of the leaf 
they were on and as you watched you could 
see a row of heads busy moving as sixteen 
pairs of hungry jaws ate sixteen "bays" in 
the leaf. They would remain until all was 
eaten but the midrib, then move off in line ~o 
a new leaf. Sometimes not all the sixteen 
ate at once, and then the ones who finished 
first went off to a new leaf, and the stragg
lers who hadn't been able to get a good posi
tion stayed and had a good feed. If the leaves 
got a bit stale they would move up and down 
the small branch searching for fresh ones, 
but never eating. 

The fact that 56 leaves had been devoured. 
representing several small branches com
pletely denuded of foliage, and the grubs at. 
a young stage, shows what damage these 
creatures can do. 

JUMPING SPIDER. 
With the warm weather keep a look-out 

for the very pretty little jumping spiders. 
You will see them on the walls and about the 
garden. They do not catch their prey in a 
web like most spiders, but stalk it and then 
spring on it They move about by hopping, 
sometimes a considerable distance. 

Some are plain greys and blacks, but oth
ers have mQst beautiful colourings. Most 
are about a quarter to three-eighths of an 
inch in length. Twice this week I saw a 
little beauty. He had a bright electric green 

(Continued on Page 11) 
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The Chief Scout , Lon] Ballen P owel l. 

FEBRUARY 22nd 

JULY 31st 

DECEMBER 18th 
These dates, for some time to come, will call forth memories of the big 
days for the B.-P. Memorial Fund in Victoria. December 18th, 1943, is to 
be the last Special Day, and the best! The Fund will grow even more than 
it did by the July 31st Special Effort, when it jumped up by £500. What 

happier time for giving than Christmas-time? 

DECEMBER 18th 
Come, then, to the Guide Office and hand In your 
' ~Thank-you's." Share in the Ceremonies and Fun. 

Meet the Convener, the Keeper-of-the-Funds and 
the Chart-Painter. 

BADEN-POWELL MEMORIAL FUND 



THE ADJOU1~1ED GUIDERS ' CONFE2ENQE . 

As a r equest was made by the Guiders ' Conference 
held on 15th- 16th Oc tober last for further discussion on the 
subjects then intr odu ced , an adjourned Conference has been 
arranged for Friday , 3_rd _December, 1943. . It wi ll take place 
a t Headquarters, 6C Market Street , Melbou~~~ , fr om 7i15 p .m. 
to 9 . 30 P .m. 

All Guiders & Commissioners are urged to attend . 

A Conference Fee of ld. will be charged . 

H. GROSS, 

Chairman , 
Conference Committee . 
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Baden· Powell 
Memorial Fund. 

CALLING COMMISSIONERS. 

When I was asked to be a Guide Commis
sioner my first reactions were terror and am
azement. While still in this state I was 
whisked into the lions' den, for five days, 
somewhere in Canterbury Road. I came out 
full of enthusiasm. I couldn't get on with the 
job fast enough. I felt I had so much to give 
to Guiding. By the end of the year I knew 
how much Guiding had to give to me, the new 
world it had opened up for me. 

Pl'eparation for the enrolment of Guides, 
working out something to t ¢ll them that 
will help them with their Guide promise. A 
Brownie enrolment, nrenaring a new and ex
citing game which will be fun and at the 
same time teach the Brownies to be nimble 
with their fingers. A Ranger party by the 
River. Finding books to take to them, 
thinking up how to start a Company Iib 
rary. How to pass on the faculty of enjoy
ment. Forming a Local Association and 
learning to know the people in the district 
who love rhildren. Visiting Extension 

. Guides, helping to link them up with other 
Companies in the district. These are a few 
of the duties of a Commissioner through 
which she is given a new l:nd broader outlook 
on life. And so our thanks must go to the 
Chief Scout, who gave us this splendid op
portunity, who through Guiding taught us 
how to watch all the changing aspects of 
nature, never to be happy when long away 
from her, taught us the love of children, 
taught us to "Honour all men. Love the 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the King." 

Mary Littlejohn. 

DECEMBER 18th. 

With the appeal to Commissioners the 
Chief's Fund in Victoria approaches its 
climax. Your plans will be well in hand now 
for the final effort in December. I hope that 
you are arranging an early date for thh so 
that your funds will be in plenty of time. The 
committee is planning for ceremonies to take 
place at Headquarters on December 18th for 
the receiving of your Thank You contribu. 
tions, so arrange for your Company and Pack 
to come in any time from 10 a.m. to 5.30 

p.m. I wonder 'if country Companies can 
manage to send a representative - do try, 
so that you can hear at first hand what 
happens. 

Elvery Company and Pack that sends in 
contributions that are received at Headquar
ters from December 13th to December 18th 
will be presented with a tiny memento that 
will go into your Log Book. Companies and 
Packs that can come to Headquarters will 
receive these in person and they w'ill be pos
ted to the country. Com-e and see the Rings 
of Colour being added to the Chart. Bring 
your Chart!. with you so that you may colour 
them while you wait - don't forget your 
crayons!! • 

Although the climax of the Fund will be 
reached on December 18th, contributions may 
be sent in for as long as you like. May.be 
circumstances have prevented you from 
having a big effort this year - then have It 
next year and send your money to the Sec
retary. Gratitude is not a feeling that ends 
- it is eternal. M. Hoffmeyer, 

Convener . 

THIS MAN BADEN-POWELL. 
The Founder always said that "Time must 

not be frittered away." He gave himself al
ways "another three years to l'ive," and 
planned his life so that in that time he would 
g et things done, whether they concerned 
making big dreams come true, or winning 
happiness. 

Would We be up to date at the end of our 
three years? 

BRIGHT IDEAS SYNDICATE. 

The B.-P. Committee has been very 
thrilled to learn that Mildura took the 'ideas 
from "Matilda" in connection with our inter
national effort for July 31, and made a grand 
play from them about the opening of the 
Chalet and international co-operation be
tween Guides. Good work, M'ildura. We hope 
lots of the other Companies did the same. 

Kildonan Brownies had a concert and have 
sent £8 to the Fund. This is the largest 
amount sent by a Pack. Good work, _ 
Brownies. 
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RINGS-OF-COLOUR CHARTS. 
"Pleas will you send me a doz. cards which 

will allow us to go into fields without being 
persecuted at 4d. a doz." 

The above :is ·NOT an order for B.P. charts, 
but it is an order for registration cards which 
had to be obtained by Scouts in 1908. These 
cards could be shown when irate owners of 
land took them for poachers! 

Anyway, we would l'ike to receive lots of 
orders for B.~P. Charts, but rem'ember to 
spell "Please" with an E, and that the Charts 
are 1/- doz. Every Company should have at 
least one for the Guides to colour. 

The large Chart at Headquarters had an 
outing 'in October, when it went to the An
nual Guiders' Conference and tried to look 
worthy of the Visual Education Exhibition. 
Since then it has undergone a transforma
tion, having, as it were, a new dress. The 
Rings of Colour are covered with a flap hav
ing ten rings waiting to be coloured in. No, 
not ~ll waiting, because the innermost one is 
a brilliant red, which means that the Fund is 
£100 over the £lOOO. 

BADEN-POWELL MEMORIAL FUND 

As War Savings Certificates are now shown 
at cost, the previous total has been adjusted 
accordingly. 
Pl'eviously acknowledged .. .. .. £993 16 5 
Interest, Commonwealth Govt. Bonds 4 6 7 
September. 

Koala Patrol 4th Malvern Co. (Cer.) 
1st Fairfield Guide Co. (Certificates) 
"Found" ......... , .. 
Yarra ville District Rangers 
Mrs. E. I. Littlejohn 
1st Dandenong Co. .. 
1st Canterbury Co. .. 
Gnr. A. H. Smith .. 
1st Sandringham Co. 
2nd Hawthorn Pack 
1st Sunshine Co. .. 

(Cert~fica te) 

Geelong Old Guides' Association 
2nd Sandringham Guide Co. .. .. 
5th Kew Brownie Pack .. .. .. .. 
Mrs. J. A. Richardson .. .. .. .. 
G'ipton Training Week-End (Cert.) 
1st and 2nd Yallourn Guide Cos . .. 
Yarram Brownie Pack .. .. .. ., 
Donald Guides .. .. .. .. .. .. 
1st Wannon Guide Co. (disbanded) 
1st Carnegie Co. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Miss J. Sanger (Certificate) .. .. 
2nd Burwood "Kildonan" Brownie 

5 12 0 
3 4 0 
020 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
2 15 0 
2 0 0 
3 7 6 
o 16 0 
5 0 0 
o 10 0 
150 
110 
::l 0 0 
o 16 0 
7 0 0 
1 1 0 

12 10 0 
16 6 11 
076 
o 16 0 

!Pack .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8 0 
Old Sea Rangers of S.R.S. Endeavour 2 2 
Mooroopna Brownies .. .. .. .. .. 6 4 
4th East Malvern Co. Kookaburra 

o 
o 
o 

and Blue Wren Patrols .. .. 2 5 10 
Miss E. M. Le'igh (Certificate) .. 0 16 0 
Lift Toll Guiders' Conference, per 

F.V.B ........ , .. 
6th Kew Guide Co. .. .. 
Miss C. Lancaster .. .. . . ., .. .. 

o 
25 
o 

4 
o 
2 

6 
o 
6 

1st Moulamein Co. .. 4 4 0 
Mrs. L eonard Lansell 1 1 0 
Kew District Rangers 5 15 0 
4th Camberwell Co. .. 1 0 0 
1st F r ankston Co. and Pack, Ex-

Guiders .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 5 0 
2nd Surrey Hills Guide Coy. (Certs.) 3 4 0 

Grand Total at 25 / 10 / 43, £1138 16 :J 

BROWNIE GUIDERS! 

This is your special section of "Matilda" 
and it is up to you to take an interest in II 
During the year quite a numlier of Metropoli .. 
tan Brown Owls have contributed to the 
Pagle, and it is hoped that their ideas have 
been helpful. What a'bout the Country 
Brownie Guiders sending along original ideas 
or games to be published? Perhaps some 
Packs have had ,interesting outings or par
ties, or done special good turns. Is there 
anything you would like a special article 
about, or any questions to be answered? 

All correspondEnce should be addressed to 
Miss D. Holtz, 25 Grange Road, Kew', E.4. 
If your contribution or the article you ask 
for does not appear. in the following number 
of "Matilda," don't glive up watching for it, 
as all copy has to reach the Editor three 
-y;reeks before publication, and yours might 
Just happen to be too late, and have to wait 
for the next issue. 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAMMES. 

The last Pack Meeting for the year is not 
far oft' now, and with most Packs it is usually 
somethling special. , 

Since Christmas is a season of thoughtful
ness .:for others, the aim of the meeting 
should be giving, rather than getting. 

The Pack could entertain another Pack 
from an inner suburb, either at the usual 
meeting place or at a picIl.iic. This gives th~ 
hostesses the opportunity of showing hoV\l 
well they can look after their guests. If en
tertaining another pack is not possible, the 
Brownies could each bring a new or good 
secondhand toy or book. These gifts can then 
be tied into J!arcels and taken to s~ck chil
dren in a hospital, to a Children's Home, or 
to a poor family. 

Do the Brownies' Mothers know what they 
do at Pack Meeting? What about inviting 
them to the last meeting for the year, ar
range a Christmas programme, part of which 
would be the presentation to the mothers of 
the gifts the Brownies have made. 
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Suggestion for an Outdoor Meeting. 
Place, local park. Arrive at gardens. Each 

Six then follows trails with B.O. and P.L. 
or T.O. Several letters are hidden and in
structions must be carried out. On arrival 
at their "homes" presents for mothers are 
wrapped up. These are labelled and are col
lected by a Gulide. 

Brownies then come together, and play a 
Singing Game. 

Then a Nature Competition. 
Brownies then creep back along- the tNil 

to their homes (picking up the trail as they 
go ) to where their coats and hats are, and 
t her e they find tea spread out on the lawn. 

After tea a story, and a goodbye ceremony, 
and so holidays untJil next year. 

Brownies could bring their small sisters 
lo this meeting and any recruits to be ad
mitted to the Pack the next year could also 
be asked. Several Guides from the Com
pany could be asked to help with laying 
trails and setting out the tea. 

(Repr1!nt from "Matilda," Dec., 1937) . 
Suggestions for an Indoor Meeting. 

This meeting is planned for an active Pack 
who invites the Post Brownies to their last 
meeting for the year. 

Fairy Ring. 
Inspection. Brown~es fepresent Christmas 

Trees. 
Nature Spelling Game. Brownies work in 

Sixes and must bring back something jn 
nature, . beginning with each letter of the 
word Christmas. 

Story. 
Magic Sack. One Brownie takes a sack 

whi ch, being "magic," does not exist, sh() 
takes a toy from it and by her actions others 
guess what the toy is. First to guess takes 
sack and l'epeats w\ith . a different toy. 

Gifts to the King. Brownies think of Gift 
they would like to give to King, and present 
it in dumb show. 

Making Caps. Bach Brownie is given a 
st~ip of coloured crepe paper and three pins 
from which she makes her own paper cap. 

This is followed by tea . J.B. 

STORY. RUSSIAN LEGEND. 
One night an ' old woman, Babouschka, sat 

alone by the fire, in her cottage, on the edge 
() f the p,ine fore sit. Suddenly there 'Came 
knocking at the door three old men in 
strange clothes. "We be theee Wise Men 
and we come from a far country to visit the 
Prince of Peace, Who is born thJis night III 

Bethlehem of Judea. We bring Him gifts, 
and we come to bid you also to carry your 
g-ift to the Prince of Peace. Come with us, 
Babouschka, to Bethlehem." "Oh, no!" an
sw<red Babouschka, "the night is cold, the 
snow lies deep, I cannot go. Also I am old 
and it is a far journey. Bes5des, what gift 
have I for the Prince 'of Peace? You have 
rich gifts- gold, fran!dncense and myrrh
gifts worthy of a Prince. But I am old and 
poor, and have nothing." So the Wise Men 

sorrowfully turned away. But as Babouschka 
sat by the fire she thought: I wish I could 
have gone with them to see the Prince of 
Peace, but what gift have I worthy of a 
P'tjince? Suddenly her wrinkled face was lit 
with joy. "Of course I can take a gift. He 
is a Baby as well as a Prince. I shall set 
out for Bethlehem to-morrow and carry my 
gift to the Prince of Peace." Next morning, 
Babouschka set out with her basket packed 
with toys, but wherever she looked she 
could find no footprints to show by whiCh 
way the Wise Men had gone. She wandered 
fro!!! village to village, from town to town, 
looking for the Prince of Peace. But with no 
Wise Men to guide her she never found the 
Babe of Bethlehem. In the old story, they 
bay that because she looked and looked for 
Him and tried to take her gift to Him, He 
sends her to the little ones. Every year Ba· 
bouschka visits the children of Russ!ia on the 
eve of the birthday of the Prince of Peace 
to take His gifts to them. 

Bush Lore (Continued from Page 7). 
patch at the tail and bright red markings un 
the body, with some blac~ near the head, and 
white, furry-looking palpi. 

The pal pi are one of the distinguishing 
features of these little spiders. They look 
like a pair of furry feelers on the head of 
the spider, and when you are looking at the 
little f ellow he wtill whizz round and face 
you, all the time waving or trembling these 
palpi. 

They give him a very formidable appear
ance, I must say - sort of ferocious. As a 
child they frightened me considerably in 
spite of the small size of the owner. 

ORB-WEA VERSo 
The "cartwheels" are back in the gardell 

once more, catching their quota of small flies 
and insects. Keep a look-out for these 
clevElr spiders spinning their beautiful cart
wheel webs at dusk. 
GALAHS AND COCKATOOS. 

Have you been looking out for galahs as 
suggested in "Matilda," June, 1943? They 
have come to stay around CastIema.ine, as 
we see them about every week, sometimes a 
large flock, generally about 5 or 6, though. 
They have a peculiar habit of splitting up 
the flock, then re-joining forces when flying , 
and also a very wobbly action of their long 
wings and a general irregularity of flight, 
whiich makes them look as if they were 
drunk. No doubt this is a protective mea-
sure. 
MOSSES AND LICHENS. 

On September 1st I was in Daylesford and 
took a walk along the creek between the two 
springs. The collection of mosses and 
lichens was very varied and beautiful. I col
lected six different mosses and foul' lichens, 
besides two types of liverwort, but more of 
these three next time. 
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Training and Camping 
(Elaine Moran) 

CAMPING, 1944. 

Guiders! Would you, your Rangers or your 
Guides, like to camp at Easter next year'l 
Will you write 'to Miss V. Harrison, 126 
HUgh Street, Glen Iris, S.E.6, before Decem · 
bel' 31st, if you would be interested in a 
Campcraft Training Camp at some country 
centre, a Ranger Camp or a Camp for the 
Pioneer Badge; or if you have any other ideas. 

CAMPING AND THE FIRST-CLASS BADGE 

Are you a keen camper, and, if so, are 
you a First Class Guide? Many people think 
that you cannot be a first-class Guide unless 
you are a Camper, because camping is such 
an important part of Guiding that you arc 
only half a Guide until you have camped. It 
is suggested that amongst the qualifications 
for the First Class Badge after the war there 
should be "Must have camped in a Gu~de 
camp." Will you tell your Court of Honour 
about this and get the Leaders to discuss it 
with their Patrols? Will you talk it over 
with other Guiders? Then, will you write, 
and get your Gu'ides to write, and say 
whether you think that this qualification 
should be amongst those for the First Class 
Badge ? All you need to do is to put "For" 
or "Against" on a postcard, say whether it 
is your own personal vote or that of your 
Patrol or Company; sign i4 stating rank 
(Le., Tenderfoot, Second Class Guide, First 
Class Guide, P.L. or Second, Captain or Lieu
tenant or Owl), and send it to the Commis
sioner for Cam!ping, Miss E. Moran, 2 Wilks 
A venue, Malvern, S.E.4 Please write hefore 
1st December. 

LAND WORK CAMP. 

An apology must be made concerning a 
previous notice of this Camp. It was asked 
that all applications should be on the same 
form, and sent in by the Guider of the Com
pany concerned. It is understood that some 
inconvenience has been caused over this, for 
which I am very sorry. The applications 
should be made on individual forms, signed 
by the parents of all those under 21 years, 
but it is asked that all the forms from one 
Company should be sent in at one time by 
the Guider. 

This Camp is open to members of th(' 
Guide movement of 15 years and over on 1st 
January, 1943. Guides will attend in shifts 
of a week or fortn'ight. Guides will work 4 
hours per day. The Camp will be under 
canvas, and campers will do the cooking and 
ordinary camp chores, in patrols. A staff of 

qualified Guiders will be in charge. Applica
tion forms are obtainable from the Guide 
Office or (by post) from Miss V. Harrison, 
126 High Street, Glen Iris, S.E.6, on receipt 
of stamped addressed envelope. Applica
tions should be returned not later than 8th 
November. Late applications will be con
sidered. 

GUIDERS! 

Several Guiders have answered the S.O.S. 
for help in staffing Guide Camps in the sum. 
mer, for which we are very grateful. And we 
can do w'ith still more! Do you remember 
reading a notice in "Matilda" recently ask· 
ing that Companies wanting help in having 
a Camp arranged should write in about it ·! 
Well, ,¥e had ideas of taking one Camp of 32 
Guides, and had applications from 257! We 
are still only able to arrange for the one 
Camp, but there is obviously a very urgent 
Yl!ecessity for Guiders to become qualified to 
take their Guiders camping. This js terribly 
difficult in war-time for obvious reasons, but 
something will have to be done about it, and 
will be done, too. Watch "Matilda" for short 
weekend Campcraft training courses, and 
make every effort you possibly can to gain 
experience in all branches of camping. If you 
attend a Camp this summer, and a few week. 
ends during the year, you may be able to do 
your Licence the following ye/!r. If you can. 
not attend for a week, make the most of 
whatever opportunities occur for you. 

GUIDERS' TRAINING WEEK AT THE 

GUIDE HOUSE. 

Ha ve you been to the Guide House? Have 
you been to a Train~ng Week recently? Can 
you wangle your holidays to fit in with -the 
date of the summer Training Week? It has 
been found necessary to arrange this week 
a day earlier than was' announced in thl.! 
September "Matilda." The dates will be 
30th December to 7th January inclusive. 
It is hoped that th'is will not cause inconven
ience to any Guider hoping to attend. This 
Training is open to all Commissioners and 
Guiders, the programme will cover any sub
jects 'specially asked for which have lany 
bearing on Guide or Brownie work as well 
general training in Company and Pack man
agement, and new ideas on test work. There 
will be swimming, Campfire singing, to say 
nothing of good comradeship! Guider-in
charge: Miss M. Hoffmeyer. Fee 301-; return 
fare, raJl 5/9, bus 2/-. Application forms arE' 
available from Miss Macartney at the Guide 
Office and should be returned not later than 
8th November, accompanied by deposit of 
5/ - and 5/9 for rail ticket. Deposits will not 
be returned if withdrawal is made later than 
15th Dedember. Late app'lications Will be 
considered. 
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GUIDERS' CAMP CRAFT TRAINING. 

Camper',s Licence; Quartermaster Certifi
cate; Campcraft Badge; Pioneer Badge. 
Training will include these, so Guiders who 
want Ito widen their campcrttft knowledge 
should come to this Camp a1l the GUide House. 
It has been found necessary to arrange thi<; 
Camp a day earlier than was announced in 
the September "Matilda." The dates will b<:> 
30th December to 7lili January inclusive. 
It is hoped this will not cause inconvenience 
to any Guider hop'ing to attend. Guiders 
who have been nominated by their Commis
sioners will be tested in the above subjects. 
This Camp is specially for new Guiders, or 
those who have not camped before. So no one 
need think she must know a great deal be
fore she comes! As well as bushcraft, there 
will be swimm'ing and Campfire singing. Open 
to all Guiders and Commissioners of 17 
years and over. Guider in charge: Miss E. 
Moran. Fee 30/-; return fare: rail 5/9, bus 
2/ -. Applications accompanied by a deposit 
of 5/- and 5/9 for rail ticket should reach 
Miss V. Harrison, Hon. Camping Secretary, 
126 High Street, Glen Iris, S.E.6, not later 
than 8th November (earlier if poss'ible) . 
Nomination forms for Camper's Licence, etc. 
are obtainable from Miss Harrison. Late ap
plications will be considered. 

TRAINING CLASSES FOR 1944. 
Elementary classes for Guide and Brownie 

Training will be held at the Guide Office early 
in 1944. Watch next month's "Matilda" for 
further details. 

GUIDE SHOP. 
EQUIPMENT. 

Blue Haversacks 6/-. 
Ruc Sacs 12/9. 
Waterproof Rubber Sheeting suitable for 

Groundsheets, 11/3 per yard. 
The new Victorian Report is now available, 

6d. copy. Contains alterations to tests and 
badges. 

MUSIC. 

England (John 0' Gaunt's Verse) 4d. 
A Song of the Guides (R. F. Heath) 6d. 
The Little Sandman (Johannes Brahms) 4d. 
To People Who Have Gardens, 4d. 
A Chap Book of Rounds. Parts 1 and 2, 4d. 
Skye Boat Song, 1/3. 
Fairest Isle (Purcell), 4d. 

N ames of Guides and Brownies and Com
panies or Packs required for Hats and Mate
rial. Ties, 1 coupon. 

---... 
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ATTENTION! 
For all Contributors to 

, , Mat i I d a ,.' , there is a very 

important Editorial notice on 

page 4 of this issue. 

PLEASE NOTE! 
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Patrol Leaders' Page. 

We are having a slightly different type of 
Page this month, Leaders, as there is a 
very important matter under discussion. A 
matter that concerns you, and every other 
Guide in the Movement. It deals with Camp 
ing and the First Class Test_ 

Last month the following paragraph ap
peared in "Matilda":-

"Are you a keen camper, and, if so, are 
you a First-Class Guide 1 Many people think 
that you cannot be a first-class Guide unless 
you are a Camper, because camping is such 
an important part of Guiding that you art! 
only half a Guide till you have camped. It 
is suggested that among the qualifications for 
the First Class Badge after the war there 
should be "Must have camped in a Guide 
Camp-" Will you tell your Court of Honour 
about this and get the Leaders to discuss it 
with their Patrols 1 Then will you write, and 
get your Guides to write, and say whether 
you think that this qualification should bc 
amongst those for the First Class Badge? All 
you need do is put "For" or "Against" on a 
postcard, say whether it is your own per
sonal vote, or that of your Patrol or Com
pany; sign it, stating rank (i.e., Tenderfoot, 
Second Class Guide, First Class Guide, P.L. 
or Second, Captain, Lieutenant or Owl), and 
send it to the Commissioner for Camping:. 
Miss E. Moran, 2 Wilks Avenue, Malvern. 
S.EA . Please write before 1st December." 

~ Has Capta'in spoken to you about it yet? 
C!I If not, you remind her! Discuss it at Pat .. 
~ I rols in Council and bring it up at your next 

Court of Honour_ Do you realise that thE' 
subject is not only being discussed in Vic
toria, or even in Australia, but Guides all 
over the Empire are being asked For thcn 
opinions 1 The English weekly paper, The 
Guide, published a very similar paragraph in 
one of their February issues, and then went 

I on to say this:-
"It 1S a very important paragraph, because 

I it gives YOU, whatever your rank, 01' length 
of service may be, a chance to vote on a 

I subject that the Founder would have thought 
mattered a great deal. Leaders know thaI 
when they are asked to vote on a Company 
matter at Court of Honour the Company ex · 
pects them to look at it all round, and not 
vote only for what they would like for them 
selves, and that is even more important in a 

I big matter like this, where the Head of 
Camping for the whole Empire is asking you 
for your considered opinion. Give it real 
thought. The question is this: 'Do you thinl, 
that a girl who has never been to camp can 
be considered a Guide of the best possible 
type - a Guide of the First Class 1" Perhaps 

you may say, 'But where we l'ive it is not 
possible to camp at present, and if we vote 
for that qualification to go into First CIa.;;!!, 
we shall never be able to be First Clasl' 
Guides." 

But that is not the real problem. Lots of 
things in First Class are difficult. Swimming, 
for instance, can be very hard for people who 
live far away from the sea or rivers. But we 
all agree that a girl who cannot swim, even 
though that is not her fault, ' still is only a 
Guide of the Second Class, not First_ Do yon 
think, perhaps, the same applies to a girl 
who has never camped? 

There are certain things about camp that 
do tryout the true metal of a person. Camp 
teaches you to know yourself, I think, be
cause, until you have been there, you do not 
really know if you will be frightened when 
you wake up in the rlight to hear the blood
curdling screams of a screech owl, and find 
that, ~mong other thin!l:s, a cow is trying to 
come IOto your tent. You also do not know 
what you will do if you ARE scared (which 
is no disgrace to any new camper) whethel' 
you will pull yourself together, co~duct thE! 
cow to the gate with polite firmness, go round 
the guy-lines of your own and your friends' 
tents to make sure they have not been chewed 
up, take a look at the stars and hop back to 
bed - 01' whether you will put your heari 
into your sleeping bag and cry to go home! 
Y.ou do not really know until you have coped 
WIth the fire on a pouring wet morning in camp, 
when breakfast depended on it, whether you 
can r eally light a fire with two matches, and 
bc t hecriul under ALL circumstances. Believp. 
me, you don't! You do not know, either unt:l 
you have actually pitched your own tent: made 
up your bed on the bare ground, anel slept 
snug and warm in it, got up 'in the dawn, 
~hen the birds are singi~g, and cooked spank 
IOgly good porridge for the Patrol, with. 
maybe, fried bread to follow, and tea that 
tastes like tea, the r eal satisfaction of being 
able to 00 things, and th~ fun of being the 
sort of person who can take care of herself 
- an d othcrs- out in the woods. You see. 
you don't really now if you are a First Class 
Guide ins ide your own self, apart from tests 
and exams, until you have had to cope with 
th em in camp. Has this g'Iven away exactly 
how I should vote if I were asked 1 Maybe 
it has, but I'm not asked at the moment and 
it's up to all of you to think all round th l? 
question for yourselves. Whichever way you 
vote, r emember that yours MIGHT be the 
exta casting vote which decides the issue. Be 
sure you send it in! 
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Perhaps this does show which way the 
writer would vote herself, but it will also help 
you to see a side of the question of which 
you might not otherwise have thought. As 
she ponts out, it is not just a matter of saying 
"I could never get to camp" and so writing 
"Against" on your postcard. After read-in!! 
the article you will have to consider very 
deeply, won't you? On the other hand, don't 
vote "For" until you have considered all the 
snags in that, too·! Is it fair, for instance, to 
penalise a girl who misses camp for two sea
sons running because of sickness? She has 

completed all of her First Class except the 
Camping qualifications-measles and mumps 
have stopped that! What do you think of 
such a case? 

Whatever your opinion is, put it down on 
a postcard and send it in to the Commissioner 
for Camping as directed in the second para
graph. It is the concern of every Guide. You 
canrrot com!llain in a few years' time if camp
Ing is included (or left out, as the case may 
be) in the First Class Test, if you have not 
voted. This is YOUR opportunlty, make the 
most of it! "Tul-Kara." 

Printed by McKellar Press (A. P. Cruthera) 229 Glenfenie Road, Malvern, S.E.4. 
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