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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS. 
"Matilda" Sends Christmas and New Year 

Greetings to all her readers. 

OFFICE HOLIDAYS. 
The Girl Guides' Association will clo'le 

from 5.30 p.m. on Christmas Eve until 
Monday, 24th January, 1944. M. E. Bush. 

ON ACTIVE SERVICE. 
W.A.A.A.F.: Mavis Gledhill (Pearce), Patri

cia Thompson (Rowe), Peggy Gledhill, 
Beryl Harrower, Heather Pearce (Cohuna); 
Ena Allen (Brunswick and Coburg). 

A.W.A.S.: Joan Sutherland (Cohuna). 
W.R.A.N.S.: B. Mitchell (1st Melbourne 

Rangers). 
A.W.L.A.: F. V. BarIus, Maure'en McLean 

(lst Melbourne Rangers); L . Weickhardt 
(S.R.S. Akuna). 

READERS, PLEASE NOTE. 
'Dhe ·January and February numbers of 

"Matilda" will be combined, and there will 
be no issue in January. "Matilda" will ap
pear in February, and will deal especially 
with Thinking Day. 

COpy BY JANUARY 22, 1944. 

THINKING DAY. 
Thinking Day will be celebrated in Febru

ary and Guide Week will be celebrated later 
in the year. 

Districts may co-operate with Scouts in 
their celebration of Scout Week in February 
if it suits local conditions. 

MISS F. V. BARFUS. 
Miss F. V. Barfus is now in the Land 

Army, and therefore will not be available to 
run camps and do many other things in Guid
ing which she en~oys so much , 

IMPORTANT. 

No ready-made Guide or Brownie Overalls. 
Material. Names of Guides and Brownie~ 

placed on waiting list allotted in turn. All 
measurements essential. 

Hats, Caps, Material: Names required. 
Ties 1 Coupon. G. Thurgood. 

WARRANTS AND REGISTRATIONS 

Division Commissioner: 
Central Gippsland: Mrs. Dann; South -
Western Suburbs: Mrs R. Ebeling. -

District Commissioner: 
Nyah: Mrs. C. R. Campbell. Sunshine: Mrs. 
Stuart McKay. 

Captain. 
4th Brighton: Miss M. Gale; 1st Sandring
ham: Miss A. Hunt. 4th Camberwell: Mrs. 
Hurd. 1st Heidelberg, Miss J. Preece. 1st 
Warburton, Miss D. Whitehead. 

Lieutenant. 
1st Preston, Miss R. Adler; 1st Fairfield, 
Miss G. Drowley; 2nd Preston, Miss L. 
J.acobs; 4th Camberwell, Miss P. Shilcock. 

Brown Owl. 
10th Ballarat, Miss L. R. Gray. 

Tawny Owl. 
10th Ballarat, Miss M. J. Buckland; 2nd 
Hamilton, Miss B. Creek; 10th Ballarat. 
Miss M. E. Gray. 

District Secretary. 
Casterton, Miss P. M. Seymour. 

REGISTRATIONS. 
4th Sunshine Co.; 1st Flinders Naval 

Depot and Crib Point Co.; Local Association . 
Flinders Naval Depot and Crib Point. 

RESIGN ATIONS. 
District Commissioner: Sunshine, Miss R. 

Beaven. 
Captain: 2nd Fitzroy, Miss J. U. Bores, 
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THE 16th VICTORIAN 
GUIDERS'CONFERENCE 

Dear Matilda, 
Would you please pass on the following 

information to all those Guiders who were 
unlucky enough to miss this year's Guiders' 
Conference? Thank you, Matilda, you are an 
obliging person! 

Well, Quiders, there was not a great deal 
of discussion at the Conference, neither were 
any drastic changes made to P.O. & R., but 
there was a gre~t deal of food for thought 
and some interesting challenges given by the 
speakers. 

First of all, I'll give you some routine de
tails,: the Conference was held in three ses
sions the first at H.Q. on Friday, 15th 
October, from 7.45 to 9.30 p.m., the second at 
the Mission Hall, 265 Spring Street, on Satur
day, 16th October, fr01lli 2.15 to 5.30 p.m., thp. 
third was a continuation of this session, begin
ning at 7 p.m. 

AJ the first session Lady Chauvel, Miss S. 
Cameron, Miss E. H. Purnell (in chair), Miss 
M. E. Bush and about 100 Guiders were pre
sent. The Guide Gift Film and the popular 
film of the Princesses Elizabeth and Mar
garet Rose as Guide and Brownie were 
shown. (The evening's speakers were Miss 
E. E. Moran and Miss S. Foott. 

Miss Moran told us of the Guide Inter
national Service which had been formed in 
England. You will all have read in a re
cent "Matilda" of the remarkable training 
camp which G.I.S. volunteers attended 
during last winter.. Miss Moran gave u.s 
further details of their training, and told us 
of the ideas and ideals behind the G.I.S. and 
study and work the volunteers are doing to 
fit themselves to serve the peoples of Greece, 
Poland and Yugoslavia when peace returns 
once more to these countries. 

Miss Foott spoke on Post-War Reconstruc
tion as it applies to the Guide Movement. She 
felt that the following points introduced into 
our Companies now may help the Guides to 
adjust themselves to the quieter, less exciting 
times which are coming after the war;-Try 
to live up to our most important promise. 
"to do our duty to God"; live up to the great 
motto of "Service"; simplify our way of liv
ing and our recreations so that, by example, 
we can make our Guides entirely self-reliant. 

In the discussion which followed Guiders 
asked whether our methods of presentation 
and the Tenderfoot syllabus needed revision. 
Inter-company and interstate camping, and 
more use of the Guide House, were suggested 
as great possibilities for practical teaching 
of Guiding. 

At 9.30 the first session closed, and Miss 
Barfus conveyed liftloads of Guiders from 
the seventh to the ground floor, at the cost 
of any spare coppers available pel' head for 
the B.-P. Fund! 

At the second session Lady Dugan was 
welcomed by Lady Chauvel. As usual, Lady 
Dugan had a cheerful word of encourage
ment for Guiders, and urged them to carry 
on the valuable work they are doing. 

Then the following changes in personnel 
in the Departments were announced :-Deputy 
State Commissioner, Miss S. Cameron' Com. 
missioner for Rangers, Miss E. E. Moran' 
Commissioner for Training, Miss S. M. Mac= 
Leodi Commissioner for Camping, Miss V. 
Harrison. 

N ow came the speakers for the afternoon 
Miss M. HoffmeYier, the Convener of th~ 

B.·P. Fund, gave us some interesting facts 
and figures about the Fund. Up to the date 
of the Conference we had raised £1120/4/3~. 
The English Guides had set out to raise 2/6 
per head in 10 months and we have been 
able to raise 2/7 per head in 9 months! 

Miss Hoffmeyer notified us that next year 
the Committee will not be making its usual 
suggestions fo:.: raising money, but that the 
Fund is still open for contributions. She 
thanked all those people who had helped with 
the work in "Matilda," and closed by asking 
Guiders to impress upon their Guides that by 
contributing to the B.-P. Fund they are say· 
ing a real "thank-you" to their Chief. . 

Miss Purnell's address had a quietly com
forting and encouraging note. She spoke 
of the unspectacular but valuable contribu
tion Guiding can make in these troubled times 
by giving the children a little time each week 
in an a.tmosphere free from strain and worry. 
By. trymg to teach them the value of things 
WhICh really matter in life - service given, 
not for payment, but for the love of serving 
others; good manners and courtesy, which 
re~l~y meaIl:t se~-control; the necessity for 
sp~r.ltual thmgs In our lives and lastly the 
abilIty to mali;e our lives full and rich and 
happy. 
. M~ss ~oan .Alston asked the question, "Guid
Ing In VictorIa - Is it well 1" Miss Alston read 
a letter written by Miss M. Berkley to the 
"G~ider," and based some of her suggestions 
o,n It. She provoked a good deal of discussion 
by suggesting that our methods may be out of 
date, and that our lack of young Guiders mav 
be keeping recruits away. . 

The general feeling was that we need to ad
vertise the Movement more and also make it 
more attract ive to the children. 

Sister Julian spoke on the First Promise 
She point~d out that Baden-Powell put th~ 
first promise first because it is all-important 
in Scouting and Guiding. It was on this foun
dation that he built up the other laws and de
veloped the Movement. 

Sister Julian's message to us to pass on to 
our Guides by example is tolerance. love and 
service for others. 

Miss F. V. Barfus was most decided that our 
best way to attract recruits and leaders to 
the Movement is through camping. She de
plored the lack of Guiders with camping qua
lifications and urged us lall to work for these 
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qualifications as soon as possible. She out
lined the day camps which we can use in the 
meantime for experience for ourselves and 
our Guides. When the question of the diffi
culty of fitting in holMays with training 
ramps arose, Miss Barfus pointed out that 
even this could be overcome if Guiders were 
really keen and determined enough about it, 
und she reminded us that B.-P. himself said 
tha.t camping was a 'met;'od of training 
which distinguishes us from all other mov,~
ments"! 

Miss Bush spoke of several !I1)O.tters in 
connection with H.Q. and the Shop, Miss 
Cameron thanked the Conference Committee, 
Lady Chauvel and the afternoon's speakers 
and, after calling for further nominations ~or 
the State Council, closed the second session. 

The Conference then adjourned for tea and 
gl'OUPS of Guiders, both in the hall and in 
vp.,rious corners of the city, could be seen 
holding animated discussions on the after
noon's proceedings whilst they refreshed them
selves in readiness for the last session. 

At 7 p.m. Mr. Herbert Davies was intro
duced to speak 011 Singing. Mr. Davies first 
asked for some idea of the conditions under 
which Guides usually sang, and was informl!d 
that they were generally sitting "cross
legged on the ground"! The fact that this 
could be done succossfully seemed to im
press him! He listened to a sample of our 
singing and gave several helpful suggestions 
and hints for the improvement of our tone 
and time. He asked permission to give an 
address at a later gaihering, and his offer 
was eagerly accepted. 

Now came the results of the State CounCIl 
elecuion, the elected Guiders being: Miss B. 
Macartney, Miss H. Gross, Miss I. Low, Miss 
G. Roach and Miss M. Edmondson. 

You will remember that I mentioned earlier 
that there was very little discussion during 
the afternoon, so it was decided to hold two 
Guiders' meetings in the year in future, 
a!1d also to hold an adjourned conference be
fore the end of this year. 

Dr. Mona Blanch was then introduced. Her 
talk on sex education was presented in such 
a simple and direct manner that every Guider 
present found it easily understandable, most 
interesting and instructive. At the conclu
sion of her talk she was warmly thanked and 
applauded. 

With the singing of Taps the Conference 
closed. Unfortunately, I don't feel that I've 
been able to paint a really satisfactOlry pic
ure of it all, so I would urge all Guiders who 
were not present to be sure and be in the 
~ront row next year. 

Yours sincerely, 

"A Guider who was There." 

MEETINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

Held at the Guide Office on 21st October 
and 4th November. 

Present, 21st October: Lady Chauvel, Miss 
Cameron, Mrs. Bakewell, Mrs. Buckley, Mrs. 
Edmondson, Mrs. Faulkner, Mrs. Spring
thorpe, Misses Maling, MacLeod, Ritchie ami 
the Secretary. 

4th November: Miss Cameron, Mrs. Black
wood, Mrs. Edmondson, Mrs. Pearson, Mr!l. 
Springthorpe, Misses Holtz, MacLeod and 
the Secretary. 

Reported that Miss Harrison had agreed to 
be Commissioner for Camping. 

That Mrs_ Blackwood and Mrs. Bakewell 
had been elected to the Executive Commit
tee at the Annual Meeting of the State 
Council. 

That the new Commissioners on the State 
Council ~ere Mrs. Dann, Mrs. Ebeling, Mrs. 
Pearson, Miss Sanger, Miss Cooper; and that 
the new Guiders were Miss P. Edmondson. 
Miss H. Gross, Miss 1. Low, Miss B. Macart· 
ney, Miss G. Roach. 

That Miss D. Willis was the representative 
of the League of Nations Union on the State 
Council. 

That the Guiders' Conference had asked lor 
an adjourned meeting in November. Agreed 
that the 1942 Council members and the newly 
appointed Council members should be called 
together to make arrangements for this 
meeting. 

That Mrs. Littlejohn had agreed to be the 
second representative to the Federal Coun
cil. 

That Miss Harrison and Miss Macartney 
had agreed to take charge of the Ground Or
ganisation at the Folk Dance Festival organ
ised by the National Fitness Council. 

Agreed that Miss MacLeod should be the 
Association's representative on the Asso
ciated Youth Committee. 

To accept the recommendation from th(' 
Commissioners' Conference to be sent to the 
Federal Conference that we should all co
operate with the Scouts for Thinking Day, 
and that each State should an'ange its own 
most suitable time for Guide Week. 

That the January and February issues of 
"Matilda" be combined and published as early 
as possible in February. 

That the annual subscription of £1/1/- tf) 
the Youth Hostels Association should be pa :d. 

That Thinking Day should be celebrated in 
February, and Guide Week later in the year. 
Districts being free to co-operate with the 
Scouts in their celebration of Scout week in 
February as convenient to local conditions. 

Routine and financial business was trans-
acted. M. E. Bush. 
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THE SIGN POST 
THE LIEUTENANT'S JOB. 

When I removed from one :mbmb to another 
a friend said to me, "Now you are In my dis
trict, will you come and be Lieutenan~ for me?" 

"What does it involve?" I asked suspici
ously, and was told "As much a!~ you like, 
but my last Uieutenant t'hought it meant 
taking up the pennies and running an occa
sional game." 

I started with that idea at the back of my 
mind, feeling that it sounded rather a bo-r
ing job, but was at least within my scope. 

What an awakening! I soon found that it 
was far from being a boring job, and that 
Lieutenant really does a great many more iobs 
than I had been told. 

The old saying that two heads are better 
than one is proved over and over again in 
discussions over the problems and difficulties 
of the Company. After the Patrol Leaders, 
at Court of Honour, have discussed their Pat
rols' suggestions for future programmes, and 
possibly presented a variety of ideas, Captain 
and Lieutenant have to get their thin1dng 
caps on and devise some way of pleasing 
everybody. Genernlly 'the programme most 
enjoyed by the Guides is the one which has 
required most thought on the part of the 
Guiders. 

While discussing the question of Court of 
Honour, I presume you have Patrol Leaders' 
Training in your Company. If so, Lieutenant 
could help with parts of that so that the 
Leaders will feel that she is a very useful 
person, to whom they can go with problems 
and queries when Captain is otherwise oc
cupied. 

It frequently happens that Captain wants 
to help some of the older Guides with their 
First QIass during the meeting, or maybe it 
is the only time that Mary Jane can be tes
ted for Knots, or Kath for her Tenderfoot. 
Here again Lieutenant can prove very useful 
by providing activities for the rest of the 
Company. 

In these days, when so many Guiders are 
engaged on essential war work it often hap
pens that Captain has to say a sad farewell 
to the Company. In this case it is generally 

Lieutenant ~ho is expected to carry on, and 
I think that, if she has been accustomed to 
assisting Captain in the ways suggested. 
above, she vDll have no great difficulty in 
continuing. M.S. 

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY 

"INVESTITURE"? 
Did you know that the first Guides were 

INVESTED, and that ENROLMENT is ra 
later development? 

"To invest" means to put vesture on, to 
dress, to place in office, and in those early 
days the unfortunate Recruit was produced 
looking like a loosely fined sack (because 
she had no belt), hatless, and in some cases 
also tieless. But she looked less ludicrous 
thus than when she turned to the Company, 
a fully fledged Guide, with the tie askew, the 
badge often upside down, her hat perched at 
an unnatural angle; and the belt usually fell 
off with a clatter at that moment (have you 
ever tried putting one of the old type Guide 
belts on someone else? It's not so easy). 

The idea was good, of course, for "Inves
titure" defines the 'act of giving corporal 
possession of an ... office ... ,accompanied 
by a certain ceremonial, such as the deliverv 
of a branch, a banner, etc., to signify the 
authority which it is supposed to convey.". 

I think it was in those early days of 1924 
that the first Ceremony for Investiture of 
Patrol Leaders was published in "Matilda," 
copied from "The Girl Guides Gazette" (now 
known as "The Guider"~. The plan of this 
ceremony was something like this: Company 
in Horseshoe, P.L. came forward, and was 
asked by the Guider (generally Commissioner 
or visitor) whether she realised her respon
sibilities as P.L., whether she was willing to 
undertake them, and whether she would 
promise to do her best for her Company and 
her Patrol. Then came the ceremonial "in
vestiture," when the P.L. dropped on one 
knee on the cushion provided, and had the 
stripes pinned on the pocket, and the extra 
Tenderfoot pinned on her hat. She then rose. 
saluted, received a handshake, turned to the 
Compat:\y, was saluted; returned to her Pat
rol, was welcomed by her Second, who shook 
hands and saluted, and then the same hap
pened with each other member of the Patrol. 

Now that is ONE investiture ceremony, in
vented, I trust, by a Company. in collahora
tion with its Guider. I ]'emember one Com
pany added a little novelty one time bv ar· 
rang-ing for the Patrol to come up siiently 
behind the P.L., and to be there facing her 
when she turned round. They liked the idaa 
of "backing- her up." 

Has your Company worked out an inves
titure Ceremony of its own? I have been 
given copies of about three 011gill'al cere
lllonies, faintly modelled on the original, but 
expressing the significance that Darticular 
Company attaches to the investing of its 
P.L.s. 
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The beginning of a year is a time of new 
appointments, and the time to look ahead and 
plan for coming special occasions. One will 
surely be an .investiture of at least one 
Leader, when she has completed her Second 
Class test. The investiture could be on the 
&ame occassion as that on which she re
ceives her badge. Suggest that the Com
pany make up a ceremonial in readiness. 

First, they need to know what investiture 
means, and then build on this idea; giving 
corporal possession of an office or aut!lOrity 
with ceremonial handing over of some sym
bol of that authority. Personally, I do not 
much like the wording of the original cere
mony quoted above - the words are too 
long and grown-up; let the Guides use their 
own words, so that those ten-and-a-halfs will 
fully understand. I would suggest you do not 
menj;ion to the Guides any part of the ori
ginal ceremony; just ask them to plan one 
that will fit in with what is going to hap
pen. Just as In the Enrolment ceremony, we 
ask the Recruit whether she knows what she 
is about to promise, so it seems right to in
clude something of the kind in the investiture. 
What is the L~ader going to give her Patrol 
when she is vested with this new authority? 
and what is the 'Patrol going to do to help? 

If the Patl:QI owns a Patrol Flag, this 
should be included in the ceremony; if !~ 
hasn't one yet, it could perhaps be produced 
by the Patrol as a surprise, to be presented 
t9 the P .L. by her Second when she returns 
to them. Little secrets like that help the 
'Patrol spirit. 

Now a word about Seconds. These are not 
invested in the same sense as the Leaders. If 
the Second is a Second Class Guide by the 
time her Leader is invested, then she may be 
presented with her stripe of office at the same 
ceremony; shEl does not wear a stripe before 
her P.L. is invested, even if she beats her to 
the Second Class badge! The Second of an 
invested Leader is given her striye formally 
as soon as she is a Second Class Guide. Re
member that the P.L. has her authority from 
the Company through the Court of Honour, 
whereas the Second holds her office through 
the P.L. Wl;l9 chose her to be her helper. 

I don't want to publish your Company In
vestiture Ceremony, but would be most in
terested to heal' what you produce, so don't 
forget to report! F.V.B. 

HOW DO YOU 'TEST FIRST !AID? 
Why do we have First Aid in the Second 

class test? Have you ever asked your Guides 
this question? If so, they have probably told 
you "Because it teaches us to be useful to 
others." But when young Joan has finished 
her test and says proudly, UN ow I've done 
my First Aid!" do you always feel confi
dent that she will keep her head in the minor 
emergencies which occur at home, and that 
she will then be able to make use of the 
knowledge gained at Company meetings? 

The Chief Scout says in Scouting for Boys, 
"In teaching First Aid the usual mistake is 
that the boys are instructed as for passing 
an examinati!)n, rather than for applying in
telligent knowledge in an emergency." If we 
make the examination thoroughly practical 
and realistic, we will have some assurance 
that when young Joan's smaller brother cut3 
his knee while she is looking after him. she 
will not only know what to do, but will be 
able to go ahead and do it. 

It should not be necessary to say that 
when testing First Aid the candidate should 
actually do all the required band~ges; put 
on a ligature for snakebite, and demonstrate 
the treatment for fainting, etc. I think every 
Guider sees that her Guides can put on a 
large arm sling, or bandage a cut hand, but 
does she see that they have all the neces
sary equipment with which to work? Have 
you a First Aid kit for practice only, in your 
Company cupboard? This should include 
bandages of different sizes, lint, cotton !,!ool, 
scissors, and bicarbonate of soda, etc.; though 
in war-time it is not possible to have extra 
supplies of iodIne, adhesive tape, etc. Do you 
insist that your candidate carries out all the 
procedure for the test that you would expect 
her to do in reality, e.g., does she wash her 
own hands before attending to a dirty 
wound, and is she careful not to put the 
bandages on the floor? 

In this article it is not possible to. go over 
every section of the test, but the following 
are a few general points to look for. Does 
the Guide remember that her patient has 
been injured and is probably suffering con
siderable pain? Too often she will bandage 
the cut hand and put on a sling and not 
think of getting her patient to sit or lie down, 
nor will she remember to support the injured 
limb. (It takes an efficient Guide to apply a 
comfortable and satisfactory sling when the 
patient is lying on her back.) 

When your candidate Isays glibly, "And 
now you treat for shock, Captain," do you 
make sure she understands what she is 
talking about? She probably knows she 
should keep her patient warm, but how often 
do you find that she throws a blazer over the 
tummy, and leaves the rest of the body un
covered? When she gives the patient a "hot 
drink" has she any idea of supporting her 
head, and holding the cup for her? And when 
we are talking about hot drinks, have you 
ever arranged your test so that another Guide 
has produced the drink on the fire she made 
for her fire lighting test? 

Where the treatment of simple cuts is con
cerned, is the Guide able to put on a satisfac .. 
tory bandage on different parts of the body? 
Most children can tie up a cut fi'nger, but it 
is much more difficult to put a firm bandage 
on the top of the thumb, 01' on an elbow or 
knee joint, and these ~re the part~ so frt!
quently cut or scratched. In the treatment 
of snakebite, can the Guide put the ligature 
on rapidly and properly? Does she know 
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why she loosens it after a certain period of 
time? At the test, the Captain may say : 
"Quickly! I've been bitten on the hand!" 
Does the Guide keep her head, and start 
right away, or does she waste precious sec
onds wondering what to use for a ligature? 

First Aid, like most of the Second Class 
tests, usually has to be tested for one Guide 
at a time, but it is sometimes possible for 
two or three children, ready to be tested, to 
act an accident, in front of the Company, 
which afterWards offers criticism. Ca!>tain 
can suggest the bare outlines of the scheme. 
but the details and, of course, the treat
ment is thought out by thQse acting. $uch an 
outline could be: You are out on a hike, and 
your young recruit twists her ankle while 
she is carrying the billy of boiling water. Or, 
You are peeling the potatoes with your sister, 
who cuts her hand. The general excitement 
and the sight of blood upsets your elderly 
grandmoth~r and causes her to feel very 
faint. 
- First Aid can often be tested during a 
scouting game, or by an Emergency. Some
times you can get the local Ranger Comp~ny 
to work out an emergency; they will J;lrob
ably enjoy doing it, and it is an excellent 
opportunity for the older Guides to get t o 
know the Rangers. In such emergencies 
wounds can be made to look more real by the 
USe of red jam juices, and mud and charcoal. 
Bandages not properly put on in the excite
ment of the g_~m!l will come undone or slip 
out of position by the time the patient is car
ried "Home" and Captain is able to judge 
whether the candidate is capable of applying 
a firm bandage which stays in position dur
ing reasonable exertion. It is not always 
possible to arrange such games, but you can 
always ask the Q.uide to apnly a bandage to 
your own or some one else's thumb or knee 
at the beginning of the meeting - the test 
being to see if it is still in position when you 
go home! 

As mentioned earlier in this article, I have 
not attempted to go over every section of 
the test, but rather to give some general 
suggestions. We must not forget it is only 
very elementary First Aid, but even the 
young Guide who knows it well, and uses her 
commonsense, can be useful at home, or in 
the company. I think the most important 
things are to see that the Guide knows what 
she should do; knows how to do it, and l?er
haps the most impoitant of all, knows WHY 
Sh!l does it. Anything learned parrot fashi011 
and only half understood is of little value in 
an emergency. The Guide should know th <: 
ideal thing to do in a certain situation. and 
have a clear understanding of why she doe:: 
it. Then in an emel'gency if the ideal plan 
cannot be carried out, she, knowing the pur
pose of that plan, is able to ada!>t her re
sources to the present need. Therefore, when 
you are both teaching and testing, make your 
training and testing as realistic as possible, 
and ke.ep saying why, why, why? 

- -Mary Lambe. 

MY COUNTRY FOR MY 
KING. 

The Prince of Wales came to Melbourne, 
over twenty years ago; from the Port to the 
City he drove through the main South Mel
bourne streets. Now the people who lived 
in the side streets had planted their gardens 
and tidied their yards and painted their 
houses and put up their flags. 

"Our street belongs to the King, as much as 
the main street does," they said; "The Prince 
might turn down here, we'll show him how 
we can keep the King's street clean and bright 
for him." 

So should determine every person in the 
British Commonwealth of Nations; the people 
of every nation working with proud energy 
to show what their own nation can become in 
the service of the King. 

Yet Paul Maguire, the well-known author, 
is impelled to say to us, his fellow country
men, that Australia has not expressed for 
herself a clear, inspiring ideal for her 
national life. 

"A country is not soulless," he writes. tIl! 
must possess a view of life; yet Australian 
writing' in fact reveals the country's lack of 
spiritual resource; much of it is in a mood 
of pessimistic dismusion. But Patriotism, 
inspired with spiritual values and moral en
ergy, might lift our country to true great
ness." 

Spiritual values and moral energy are thp 
realities of Guiding; Guides could determine 
that they should be the realities of the life 
of Australia. 

These thoughts were discussed at the Com
miss ioners' Conference, with interest and a 
sense of urgency. 

Convinced t hat Patriotism must grow in a 
child from an emotion for its intimate sur
roundings, and develop through a sense that 
this country that is my own is worthy of r es
pect, a resolution has been framed, 

That we should extend our thoughts of our 
duty to God and King to include an intense 
interest in and knowledge of Australia. 

Guiding could become a focus for express
ing the ideal of national life through which 
Australia can rise to the utmost of her capa
city in the service of the Empire and the 
World. 

The way will be found if each one deter
mines that the enterprise shall succeed, and 
begins at once upon it. 

Some ways "tracks to the highway," arp 
already being blazed. 

1. That each Guider should know the rela
tions of Australia to the King, the British 
Government and the British Commonwealth 
of Nations. 

2. That a proportion of stories used in Talks 
and to illustrate the Law should be of Aus
tralian events and Australian people. Some 
sources are Green Mountains, O'Reilly; Chin· 
ese Morrison and D'Air Devil, Clune; Old 
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Days Old Ways, Gilmore; Pamphlets of the 
Australian Inland Mission (Flying Doctor); 
Articles on Mrs. Daisy Bates. 

3. To build a tradition of interest about the 
Australian Flag - here is a doggerel that 
may serve till something satisfying is found. 
"The Union Jack has pride of Place upon 

Australia's ensign bright; 
True, loyal to our mother race, our hearts 

across the world unite. 
The Southern Cross, Australia's sign upon 

Australia's flag must shine, 
The big star, seven-pointed see - Six State~ 

and Federal Territory. 
On New Year's Day in Nineteen One, 
Our Federation was begun, 
And round the world the message went, 
One Nation for a Continent." 

(The rallying cry of Sir Henry Parkes, 
Father of Australian Federation). 

4. To work and seek until we invent cere· 
monies with true relation to our own condi· 
tions. 

Here is one Goodnight verse:-
"Lord of Empires, may the light 

Of the Southern Cross by night, 
Keep Thine other Cross in sight, 
Helping us to live aright; 
To Thine Empire lead us." (Bevan.) 
Guiders, our part is this: Discuss! Discover! 

Keep every story and scrap that may serve 
our purpose, and pass it on. G.H.S. 

DISTRICT NEWS 

5th SOUTH YARRA COMPANY. 

On Friday, October 8th, 5th South Yarra 
Co. (Christ Church Grammar School) had its 
first enrolment of eight Guides. 1st Dande
nong were present, and supplied a colour 
party as well as enlaging the horse-shoe. 
Miss Brett, Dist.C., performed the ceremony, 
and also enrolled three Dandenong girls. The 
enrolment took place on the east lawn at 
the school in the presence of some parents, 
school staff and friends. After the ceremony 
the two companies had an Oslo tea in the 
park before Dandenong had to trek for the 
train. 5th South Yarra wish to thank all 
who participated for making their first big 
day a success. - C.A. 

SUNRAYSIA BROWNIE REVELS. 
"Hello! Where are you off to to-day?" asked 

the startled busman as a long brown croco· 
dile invaded his bus. "To 'Rio Vista,' to the 
Revels", said the crocodile, chattering 
8round Brown Owl. 

You see, "Rio Vista" is the lovely family 
home ot the Chaffey's-founders of the City 
of Mildura-and Mrs. Chaffey had graciously 

consented to allow the Brownie Packs of the 
Sunraysia District - Mildura, Merbein and 
Red Cliffs - to use her grounds for their 
break-up revels. So the broad Mildura streets 
at 2.30 p.m. on Saturday, November 20th, 
were filled with Brownies walking two by 
two:-
"They looked to the right, 
And they looked to the left, 
And not the tiniest tweenie was run over." 

The Revels were fun. It was arrangt!d 
that in true Brownie fashion the grounds 
should be magicked. So magicked they were, 
and We all went to Wonderland. Alice had 
invited us weeks beforehand. She had sent 
us invitations in mirror writing decorated 
here and there with gnomes, sprites, kelpies 
and fairies. We all expected to see Alice, and 
sure enough, there she was. We had hardly 
finished singing our Brownie Song, and the 
Frog Footman had collected our "Thank you 
Pennies" for the Baden-Powell Memorial 
Fund, when Alice really came and gave the 
Frog Footman a little dish. She was really 
truly 'inviting us to Wondedand and the 
little siver dish held "Eat me" sweets which 
magicked us small enough to go through the 
latl;ice door into Wonderland. 

Wonderland was an inner lawn, and ther.:l 
we heard Alice, the Mad Hatter, the Dor
mouse and the March Hare arguing at the 
tea-table. When Alice grew tired of their 
foolish stories she left them; and the Frog 
Footman gave us each a Wonderland card. 
Some became caterpillars, some became 
March hares, some grinned like Cheshire 
cats, and some were Mad Hatters - but not 
ravipg mad. Each of the four Brown Owls 
had a card, and We had to find them, and 
they took us away tp play games. Just when 
we were hot and hungry, a wonderful thing 
happened. Someone said to the Brown Owls 
that some ladies had magicked some rasp
berry vinegar for us to drink. We vanished 
to our magic cloak-rooms, where we had left 
our cups and afternoon tea, and we ate and 
ate and drank. Of coulile, we said a 
Brownie Grace first. When we had finished, 
our orderlies tidied the grounds, while We 
sang "Weave the Magic," and then we did a 
solemn thing. We gave the Grand Howl ns 
a "Thank you" to Mrs. Chaffey. It was time 
to go home by this time, and we were still in 
Wonderland, .and still tiny. We didn't know 
what would happen. Suddenly Brown Owl 
called, "So that your mummies will know you 
again, there's a magic 'Lick me' at the door 
of Wonderland, and you will grow tall again." 
It was a lovely "Lick me," and tasted rather 
like ice-cream. 

We were tired Brownies on the bus to Red 
Cliffs and Merbein, and we were tired Brown
ies on foot and on bicycles going home to Mil
dura; but it had been fun, and we wel'C surr" 
the door to Wonderland had vanished. . 

(Recorded by Miss Selma Alhel't, acting 
Brown Owl, Merbein). 
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BADEN-POWELL 
MEMORIAL FUND 

DECEMBER 18th. 
The Chief Scout had 26 orders and decora

tions. 
The Chief Scout wrote 24 books. 
Did you know those two facts about the 

Chief? - visible records of a long life full 
to the bl;m of industry and honour. Some of 
the "orders and decorations" were conferred 
because of the things he did for you. Many 
of the books were written to help you along 
the difficult path of life via the way of Guid
ing and Scouting. Do we, I wonder, give the 
children his books to read-or do we give 
them our version of Guiding? 

And now the day is near - December 18th 
- when we in Victoria will be saying our 
last Thank You of the year for all that he 
did. If your Company and Pack is like mine. 
your heads are buzzing with plans, and 
during patrols in council you hear such de
lectable words as "ice cream" and "raspberry 
vinegar" and "toffee" - and you know that 
something is going to happen quite soon. 

The mementoes are ready - the mysteri
ous little thing that was promised to every 
contributor sending in money from December 
13th to December 18th. If you are in Mel
bourne you will receive it at Headquarters -
if in the country it will be sent to you. If 
you have already contributed and are unable 
to make any special further effort, then have 
a lovely Thank You sort 0:13 Company or 
Pack Meeting and send the Day's pennie~ to 
the Chief. 

Just for fun, you might receive something 
else, too. Every time the Fund advances £25 
on December 18th, the Company or Pack 
whose money brings it up to the next £25 
will receive a coloured Chart signed by the 
Convener, Secretary and Treasur2r. The 
amount does not matter - it may be that 
you were only able to send 2/- - well, that 
may be all that was needed to bring it up to 
another £25. See what I mean? I wonder 
if you'll have a Chart to put into your Log 
Book. 

Now, all together let us pull - Brownies, 
Guides, Rangers and Guiders. You campers 
who are now so busy sewing on your name
tapes - remember as you sing your campfire 
songs under the stars, the Chief who made 
this possible for you, and give him fervent 
THANK YOU. 

M. Hoffmeyer, Convener. 

RINGS-OF-COLOUR CHART. 
The "new dress" is beginning to look as 

gay as the first one - two rings now, first 
red, then blue, because we have passed the 
£1200 ring. The Chart Painter is away on 
holiday, hut she dare not leave the Chart un
guarded, knowing how enthusiastic you all 
are with your gifts, so an assistent was 

called in, and the Chart is recording your 
work. In your own Charts, the top ring is now 
red and the lower one dark blue, and never 
was the Chief's photograph in such a cheer
ful frame. Will that final ring, be filled in 
on December 18th? I can hardly wait to see. 

GIVE-LEND VOUCHER 
Do you remember that you were promised 

a Give-Lend Voucher for your Company Re
cords when final amounts are in? The time 
is not quite yet, as the Fund will not close 
for some time, and you can send along contri
butions whenever you feel like it. However, 
we must think ahead. What are you like on 
design? We want something very Guide-like 
and simple in a cknowl zdgment of the con
tribut ions from all sources - from the 
smalleHt Bl'ownies to Grandmothers and 
Pioneers of the Movement. Get your brains 
and pencils to work. Wouldn't it be fun to 
have an exhibition of designs at H.Q. on 
December 18th. See what you can do. The 
only stipulation is about the siZe - it must 
fit into an ordinary business envelope. Thel'e 
is neither prize nor competition about this
it is just another way of thanking the Chief 
and helping the Committee. Send your efforts 
to the Fund Secretary at Headquarters. 

THIS MAN BADEN-POWELL. 
"I had just landed in Malta on my return 

there from a visit to Sicily. While in that 
island I had bought, as a curio, one of those 
high brass saddles with which the natives 
decorate their horses and mules. It was 01'

namented with a row of brass knobs upon a 
kind of spike in front, which terminated with 
a couple of brass flags at the top. On the 
sides were also rather larger and more con· 
spicuous knobs. 

"A friend, seeing me arrive with this 
strange implement asked 'Is that a musical 
instrument? ' 

" 'What else do you suppose it is?' I replied. 
Then he begged me to play it at a concert 
the following week. I did so. I arranged 
with the orchestra to play a high-class Noc
turne, in which I should take the solo .!lart 
with my 'Selluraphone.' Meantime I fitted 
the instrument ~ith a strap so that it could 
hang round my neck in front of my chest, 
and I attached a paper-covered comb oppo
site my mouth, and at the performance J 
'sang' through this comb in a high falsetto, 
tuning the instrument by means of its flags , 
playing the notes on the knobs up and down 
the front, and giving the loud and' !;oft e.ffect 
by tinkering with the larger knobs at the 
side. Not a soul guessed that it was not a 
real musical instrument." 

BADEN-POWELL MEMORIAL 
FUND. 

Previously acknowledged . . .. £1138 16 ~ 
1st Wannon Co. (Hamilton and 

Coleraine Div.) Extra 0 2 2 
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3rd Essendon Co. .. .. .. .. 
Miss Jean Boyd (Certificate) 
1st Caulfield Girl Guides . . . 
10th Geelong Brownie Pack 
1st N orthcote Epiphany Brownie 

Pack ........... , ., ., 
Mrs. P. H. Heywood ... , .... 
12th Malvern Huntingtower Co. 
1st Brighton Beach Co. .. .. 
3rd East Malvern Ranger Co. 
Drouin Girl Guides .. .. 
1st Colac Girl Guide Co. .. .. 
1st Yarram Guide Co. 
3rd Malvern Co. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
2nd Mildura Guide Co. .. .. 
Warragul Guide Brownies and L.A. 
2nd East Malvern Guides 
Miss O. Anderson .. .. .. 
Miss C. Broadhurst .. .. .. 
nth Malvern Guide Co ..... 
3rd Colac Brownie Pack .. ., 
Footscray and YarraviIle Indoor 

Camp, Sept., 1943 (Cert.) 
1st Chilwell Co. .. . . .. 
3rd Bendigo Old Guides 

0 6 0 
o 16 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 

2 5 0 
2 0 0 
2 2 I) 

o 18 6 
5 10 0 
5 0 0 
3 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 7 0 
5 0 0 
3 0 0 
2 10 0 
o 10 0 
o 10 0 
811 6 
o 10 0 

4 0 0 
2 7 0 
6 ,13 0 

Grand Total at 19/11/43 .. .. £1200 14 11 

Training and Camping 
(Elaine Moran) 

THE GUIDE LAND·WORK CAMP. 
At the time of writing the applieations 

have just closed, and the interview of appli
cants is about to begin. Do you know that 
this year we had 70 applications? We hope 
that we will be able to accept all of them. 
January has been divided into four sections, 
and workers will attend in shifts; for the 
first week 24 Guides will be needed, for the 
second and third weeks 36, and for the last 24. 
Some Guides have applied for the four weeks 
and several haVe applied for two or three. 
All Guides are 15 years anli over, and they 
will work four hours per day. Most of the 
work will be picking apricots, but there will 
be onion sorting and other odd jobs. Two orch
ards will be harvested. So hJl'agine the 
Guides going off on New Year's Day, many 
by bicycle, with rucksacks and bedding rolls, 
setting up camp and starting work. This is 
the third summer that the Guides have helped 
on this farm and lived in camp. Many of the 
Guides have hike tents, but no one can resi3t 
a fine summer night under the stars, antI 
if you were to creep in after Lights Out you 
would probably find little rows oil Guides 
curled UD in their blankets, sound asleep un
der the open sky. 
CAMPS FOR NEXT YEAR. 

Have you any ideas or requests for E'aster 
or the May holidays? 
TRAINING WEEK IN MAY. 

Many Guiders have said that they would 
love to go to the Training Week, but they 

can't get away in the summer, so we are 
planning a Training Week, at the Guide 
House for next ' May. When it comes to get
ting your holidays, remember this! Further 
de~ails later. 
TRAINING CLASSES. 

Guide Elementary: For Guiders who are 
qUIte new, and for Rangers and Guides who 
are about to become Guiders. Open to all 
Guiders of 17 years and over who are nomi
nated by their QQmmissioners. F:ee 4/-. Date!; 
Monday, 28th February, to 15th May, in
clusive, at 7.45 p.m. at the Guide Office, and 
3 outdoor days. Equipment, notebook and 
pencil; sandshoes or slippers. 

Brownie Elementary: For new Owls, al
though old ones may attend if they wish! 
Open to all Guiders of 17 years and over 
who have been nominated by their Commis
sioners. Fee 1/6. Dates Thursdav. 2nd March, 
to 6th April, inclusive, at 7.45 at the Guide 
Office, and one outdoor day. Equipment; note 
book and pencil; sandshoes or slippers. 

FOR BOTH THESE CLASSE'S application 
forms may be obtained from Miss Macart
ney at t he Guide Office from 1st February. 
These should be filled in and returned not 
later than 21st February . 
.oPEN WEEK-ENDS AT GIPTON. 

If your Company wants a week-end at 
"Gipton" arranged, be sure and write to Miss 
Harrison EARLY in the year. "Gipton" is 
booking up already! 

RANGERS 
H.E.S. NIGHT. 

The object of this night was a challenge
the girls were dared to come along to Christ 
Church, South Yarra, and see how much they 
knew about H.E.S. 

The testing was done by Guiders; and the 
committee would like to take this opportun
ity of thanking them - they were excellent. 

punctuality was the first test, and we were 
pleased to see that not many lost their points 
for this. Then the girls were divided into 
groups, and sent to the different examiners. 
The tests were: inspection of uniform; mes
sage carrying! Scout's pace; compass-setting, 
points and map reading; morse reading (buz
zer or flags) and assembling a buzzer; and 
semaphore. That made ten tests, and ten 
points were given for each. 

The night certainly showed that we need·~d 
to learn up our H.E.S., for the highest 
points, gained by a Kew District Ranger, 
were 67. She was crowned Queen oi H.E.S. 
by Miss Barius. Each Ranger was given a 
piece of coloured paper by the same worth.y 
lady - green fOl' those under 50 (marks not 
years) and blue for those under 75. 

We finished a very enjoyable evening with 
Taps. 
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LONES 
Dear Guiders, 

We have come to the end of still another 
year of Guidins- and can look back, reflecting 
with satisfaction upon our endeavours and 
achievements. For, despite the difficult times, 
we have made good progress. 

Although our numbers are not so large 
as last year, We have b.een hO.lding ~lUr o~, 
and overcoming the IncreaSIng difficulties 
which confront us. The highlights of this 
year's work have been the Target Month for 
the B.P. Fund, when we were ably helped ~y 
the L.A. and our many friends interested In 
the Lone Branch. At the time of writing .we 
also intend holding another Lones G~therIng 
at Guide House early next year, provided WE 

can - by hook or crook - find sufficient staff 
to run it. This will be of inestimable value 
to the Lones, giving them probably their only 
opportunity of meeting one another and en
joying that personal contact which our "ac
tive" friends take as a matter of course. 
Arrangements are going ahead, and .1 can 
assure you that if we have to canc.el It, the 
only reason will be the lack of sufficIent staff. 
Those of you who have been to camp will 
realise how important it is to have every
thing running efficiently and smoothly, an.d 
with so few Guiders with the necessary qualI
fications to call upon, we are up agains~ a 
real difficulty. However, we are not gOIng 
to abandon hope until every avenue has 
failed, 

This year has also been marked by t~e 
marked increase in enrolments. As thiS 
means a tremendous amount of ground work, 
patience and individual coaching, it is cer
tainly a feather in the cap of each one of you 
who has been able to lead still another Guide 
through the portals of the enrolmept cere
mony to the world of adventure beyond. 

I want to thank you all for all you have 
done and are doing for the Lones. I know 
you are working harder than ever in y:our 
various occupations, and I doubly apprecI.a~e 
the fact that despite so many general activI
ties you still find time to cope with the extra 
work involved in running a Lone Company. I 
know you all realise what a splendi~ job .you 
are doing for the whole ~ovement In bn~g
ing Guiding to those gIrls who othel'Wlse 
would not know its joys, and that you fill a 
special place in the pattern planned and set 
out by our Founder. Yet I ~annot let the 
year close without ackno"YledgIng. my appl'e
ciation for your co-operatIOn and Interest, 

There is a tremendous satisfaction in doing 
a job well, or at least to the ~est o~ our capa
bilities in the circumstances In whIch we find 
ourselves. Life becomes more and more crowded 
and difficult, and we can only do our best. 
I know that sometimes we feel our best is 
very inadequate, and that often we are apt to 
be discouraged at the small results we are able 
to- achieve. At times things get so much be
yond us that we feel it would be easier to make 

a clean break and give up altogether. In a vol
untary job like Guiding we can do this with
out any risk of censure; we are free to ar
range our own spare time. Personally I 
have often felt that I have "been at it long 
enough," that I "am too old for the job," that 
if I gave up "someone else could be found to 
carry it on." These are easy phrases, easy 
excuses for throwing up the sponge. 

Then I ask myself, would I not be letting 
down something that has given me so much 
pleasure and interest, that no matter what I 
gave it in return, I could never repay all I 
owe it? Would I not be placing a still heavier 
burden upon the shoulders of those who are 
still carrying on? How could I face my con
science when I had to acknowledge that as 
soon as the task became heavier than I felt 
I could bear comfortably, I had abandoned it 
to others? 

It is then that I take comfort in the little 
story which I have already told you, but I 
think it bears repeating, because it sums up 
the British character, and in reminding you 
of it I hope it may bring its message of 
inspiration to you all for the coming year. 

The story goes that two men were discuss
ing the chances of invasion of England dur
ing the time of Nelson. One said, "Remem
ber, we British always have that extra week." 

"What extra week?" his friend asked. 
"The week at the end of the war when 

both sides are exhausted but the British still 
go on." 

"That extra week!" God grant that we may 
always have it! That extra ounce of deter
mination and hope and faith that becomes 
our armour, and strengthens us to carryon 
the battle of life against no matter what 
odds. 

Although it is faith in ourselves that car
ries us onwards it is hope that during "that 
extra week" we may do better, which urges 
us to continue. Let us then dedicate ourselves 
to that extra week, and make it our watch
word for the coming year. 

In closing I wish you all a joyous Christ
mas, happy in the knowledge that you have 
proved - by your unselfish service to the 
Guides in your care - that you are carrying 
high the torch that was placed in your hand 
when you became a Guider. M.R.F. 

THE GUIDE LIBRARY. 
The Guide Library at Headquarters has 

had a spring cleaning lately. It is now in 
first-class order, and tlossesses a fine new double 
index catalogue by which one can find a book 
by its title or subject. Also new books are 
being added, if not "by every mail," then as 
often as possible, and the Librarians hope 
soon to add many more. 

The new lease of life which the Library 
has gained is due to the good work of Miss 
C. Rogers and Miss H. Gross, and the Execu
tive Committee would like to express very 
sincere thanks to them for all the time and 
thought which they have given. M.E:B 
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(Editor: Elsie Sydes) 

"Summer is coming, summer is coming, 
I know it, I know it, I know it. 
Light again, leaf again, life al?J!lin, love 

ag-ain," 
Yes, my wild little Poet. 

"Here again, here, here, here, happy year!" 
A warble unchidden, unbidden! 
Summer is corning, is coming, my deal', 
And all the winters are hidden. 

-Tennyson, "The Throstle." 

SUMMER MEANS INSECTS. 
This is a richer time of year for the birds 

and the "throstle," so no wonder he sings! 
Sit in a room with windows open and the 

light on, and you will soon have an interest
ing time. The ichneumon fly or wasp is a 
co~mon visitor, though so far this year I 
haven't seen one. Probably he is waiting 
for hotter weather. He is of great economir! 
value, so please overcome your natural desire 
to despatch him, and, instead, let him out
side. The long "sting" is an egg-laying ap
paratus, and according to McKeown, "The ich
neumon is usually regarded as potentially 
harmful to man, and if carelessly handled it 
may sometimes stab with the ovipositor, but 
th~ ,result is nc more serious than a prick 
with a pin." 

So next time the beautiful orange-yellow 
wasp with the terrible looking "sting" 
crawls across your table or writi.!lg-desk, I 
hope you will feel quite happy about it! 

The Ichneumons are a very large family , 
divided into two groups, and ALL are para
sitic (i.e.. feed on 01' are hosts on the im
mature stages of other insects). 
LACEWINGS. 

These lovely little creatures are plentiful 
under the lamp just now. They are very 
delicate and very beautiful, chiefly on account 
of the wonderful rainbow colours in the 
wings. Unfortunately they burn themselves 
on the bulb of the light or die from other 
means, because you will find them dead on 
the floor or table in tile morning. 

One I found the other morning ha.s a 
greenish-brown body and beautiful rainbow 
~olours in the wings, chiefly green and red. 
I expect this colour is due to the scientific 
principle of fine lines or screens breaking up 
light. 

Then there is the "golden-eye," which ~et~ 
its name from its extremely bright eyes. 

The larvae feed on aphids, so all the more 
power to their elbows. If you see a peculiar 
creature with the remains of aphids stuck 

about on it, you will know , this is the fellow. 
1 have seen them and I should think that now 
would be the time to look for them again. 
MANTISPA. 

1 pushed the window up the other morning 
and there on the sill was a poor dead crea
ture, and I was forced to take a second look, 
because of its peculiar structure - a fat but 
elongated brown body with a thin forepart 
nmsning in a large (in proportion) pair of 
mantis-like forelegs and a small mantis
shaped head. I wish I could draw it for you. 
The other four legs are attached to the fat 
part of the body, as are the two pairs of 
beautiful gauzy wings. These would be about 
~ inch long and are beautifully veined and 
have a reddish rib at the upper edge. The 
overall length of the insect is roughly 1 inch 
-fat body almost 4/10ths, elongated fore
chest about 2/10ths, and forelegs little over 
4/10ths, and jointed in three places. 
HOVER AND SCORPION FLIES. 

The garden gives us that interesting fly, 
the hover fly, now, too. Watch its wings-
they are like aeroplane propellers going. 
Notice its striped body. 

It can hover motionless above a plant 
simply by the vibrating motion of its wings. 
Disturb it and it will (~hange position and re
sume the vibrating motion, Some of these 
also feed on aphids in, the larval stage, so 
don't kill them (I doubt if you could catch 
them, anyway). 

The scorpiOOl-fly, of which I saw a speci
men last week, is rllcognised by the position 
of the legs. My specimen was on the flat 
ground for a minute, and I was able to notice 
the position of the legs even there, and the 
reddish colour of the insect. The forelegs 
were placed together and forward, and the 
larger hind-legs placed well backward. This 
position is explained by the fact that the fly 
hangs on bushes or grass by the forelegs, 
hanging in a limp manner, especially the 
hind legs, which ar,e then l1S~ to catch .the 
prey - passing insects. I frequently dis
~urbed this bright-coloured fly from our 
cypress hedge. 
S~FFRON BEETLES. 

In our Guide meeting place last Friday 
there were three ferocious green coloured 
beetles and after delving in a few books I 
came to the conclusion they were the Saf
fron beetle. They had a stout body with the 
hard green potective wings with a flimsy pair 
benea.!h, strong jaws, sp.ort feelers, and a 
very active and fierce manner. In the "Hand
bOQ.k of the Destructive Insects of Victoria, 
Part IlL," it gives this beetle under the cut
worms, because it is "very qestructive to 
grubs of many kinds, 'especially those which 
crawl on the ground." "This beetle is com
monly known as the 'Saffron Beetle,' owing 
to a fluid which it emits and which has a most 
pronounced saffron odour. It is a nocturnal 
insect, and on hot summer nights is attracted 
by the strong incandescent lights in the city 
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and suburbs." This explains our specimens, 
1 should think. 

And so I must postpone my notes on 
mosses and lichens once again, which, per
haps, would be better until their season comes 
a little closer. However, you can notice now 
how dead they go on the roof and about,. and 
you will be ready to wonder at the rejuve
nation. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING 

About 120 members, subscribers and 
friends of Guiding were pr,esent at the 
annual meeting of the Girl Guides AssociatiOll 
Victoria, which was held at the Guide Office 
on 15th October, 1943, at 3 p.m. 

Unfortunately Lady Dugan, our State Pre
sident, was unaple to attend the meeting, but 
sent a message, and hoped to be present at 
the Guiders' Conference next day. 

The Minutes' of the previous year's meet
ing were taken as read, on the proposal. of 
M.i§s Swinburne, seconded by Mrs. BaIn-
bridge. ., . 

Lady Chauvel, who was 111 the <?hal.r, s~ld 
that Guiding was continuing steadily. In VI~
tori a in spite of a shortage of GUIders In 

many districts. Since the closing .of our o)Yn 
War Appeal, the Guides had carned on With 
their own choice of war work. 

News from Overseas included the Enrol
ment of H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth as a Sea 
Ranger and of Princess Margaret Rose as a 
Guide. ' The Chief Guide had ,:eturned to 
England, and had signified her intention of 
revisiting Australia after the wa.r. The ~p
pointment of Lady Somers as Chfef Comm~s
sioner had been greeted with dehght by VIC
torian Guides, wJ:!ose State Commissioner she 
was for some years. Lord Somers had been 
appointel Chief Scout of the Empire. 

Lady Chauvel referred to the progress of 
the Baden-Powell Memorial Fund which had 
already reached £1085 in Victoria. The total 
for Great Britain and overseas to date waf; 
£86,000. 

Changes in the Guide Headquarte~'s per
sonnel for Victoria included the appomtment 
of Miss S. Cameron as Deputy State C.om
missioner; and of Miss E. E. Moran, who had 
been Commissioner for Training and Camp
ing as Commissioner for Rangers. The Ran
ger' branch had not had a Commissioner for 
some time, and it was felt that this section 
of Guiding was very important, and capable 
of exltension. Miss S. MacLeod, who had been 
Miss Moran's assistant, would now become 
Commissioner for Training, while the Camp
ing Department would be in charge of Miss 
V. Harrison as Commissioner. 

Expressing the Association's deep appre
ciation of Mr. Treloar's help as Honorary 

Treasurer , Lady Chauvel asked him to present 
the balance sheet. Mr. Treloar touched on 
special points of the balance sheet, and ill 
conclusion stated that he thought the fin
ances satisfact9ry in view of the difficult years 
through which We were passing, and that 
members had every reason to be gratified at 
the sound financial Dosition. 

The adoption of the annual report and 
balance sheet was proposed by Mr. York 
Syme, who had come in plaCe in Lady Royle, 
as she was unable to attend. Mr. York Syme 
spok€ in appreciation of the achievements of 
G!liding during the year, and congratulated 
the Association on the record thereof as shown 
.in the Report. 

Mrs. E. W. Holden, in seconding the pro
posal, referred to the high ideals of Guiding, 
and conveyed congratulations to Victoria from 
South Australian Guides. The adoption of 
the report and balance sheet was carried. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. R. R. Treloar, 
Honorary Treasurer; Mr. H. R. Hamer, Hon
orary Legal Adviser; and Mr. A. G. Hooke, 
Honorary Auditor, was proposed by Mrs. J. 
K. Pearson, seconded by Mrs. J . W. Spring
thorpe, and canied. 

Lad y Chauvel then introduced Miss E. H . 
Purnell, a Victorian Commissioner who had 
just returned from India, where she had lived 
for the last two years in Hyderabad Stat<! . 
doing Guide training. Miss Purnell gave a 
most interesting talk on her Guiding exp<!ri
ences, and on other aspects of life in India . 

Mrs. F. W. Faulkner proposed a vote of 
t hanks to Mr. York Syme, Mrs. Holden and 
Miss Purnell, and the vote was carried, 
af t er being seconded by Mrs. Dann. . 

The meeting then closed. M. E . Bush. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Dear Matilda, 
At the recent Brownie Conference the dif

ficulty in getting brown wool in any quantity 
was spoken of! I have seen it in country and 
suburban shops in limited supplies, and would 
suggest to meet the difficulty, that a beret 
cO!lld be worn instead of the present type 
They would be economical, neat and attrac . 
tive. Three skeins would make two berets, 
and I know take a very little time to make. 
In this respect if each Pack would be re
sponsible for their own caps, I am sure that 
Brownie Aunts and Grannies would be help
ful in this. I ,am sending one to H.Q., for 
approval, and that given, will use them in my 
Pack next year. Miss Thurgood would show 
it to anyone interested, I know. Yours sin
cerely, Thea Campbell Walker, 

Brown Owl, 1st Rose.bud Pack. 
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EXTENSIONS 
Editor: Sydney Foott. 

YOORALLA COMPANY (5th POST 
GUIDES) 

This company has now moved up to Mace
don, and is being run with company letters 
and active' meetin~s he,ld by the Cub Mistress 
llnd Brown Owl - Meeko. However, it was a 
great thrill one day last month when a Guider 
from Melbourne VIas able to go up to the 
company and l'un a whole day's meeting. 
Even the night before, Guides were saying, 
"Are you going to have a Guide meeting to
morrow?" 

On Sunday morning the Guider "viilited 
round," doing knots and test work with dif
ferent groups of Guides. So keen did some 
of theIl). be~ome on knotting that during the 
afternoon she noticed one of them busy prac
tising clove hitches on her neighbour's 
splints! 

In the aftel'lloon they played v·arious 
games, and examined the International Paint
ing Book and a collection of miniature badges 
of the different countries. They were tremen
dously thrilled with these, and felt a much 
deeper appreciation of the comradeship of 
Guiding and how great is the sisterhood to 
which ~hey belong. I think one notices par
ticularly with the 'physically handicapped 
child how intensely interested she is in the 
international side of Guiding, and how much 
it means to feel that she is linked with lots vf 
other people, whom she will never see, and 
yet who are her sisters. 

Then to finish up they had a campfire-and 
how they sang! They sang all sorts of songs. 
old and new, and finished with God Save the 
King and then Taps. 

Soon several are to be enrolled - others 
are going on to a Post Ranger Company -
and some of the Brownies are ready to com!' 
up to Guides. 
Alternative Tests. 

At various times one hears of .an active 
company in which thel'e is a handicapped 
GuIde, whose physical disability prevents her 
fro!l1 ' doing the normal tests for active 
Guide~;-. Sometimes she just doesn't do the 
tests, and sometimes sh~ is passed on an 

alternative test thought out by the com pay 
As it is MOST IMPORTANT that E:xtension 
Guides should not "get by" on a lower stan
dard than other Guides, all tests should first 
be submitted to the Commissioner of Exten
sions (Miss J. lVI. ~Iston, 5 Struan Street, 
Toorak, S.E.2) for approval. In the Exten
sion Branch we already have a complete list 
of approved alternatives for any of the parts 
of Tenderfoot, Second Class and First Class 
(for Brownies and Rangers as well as for 
Guides) and we are always eager to hear 
of new ideas for other alternatives. But we 
MUST be quite sure that they are appro
pi ate, and also that they are equally difficult. 
No Extension ever wants to wear a badge she 
hasn't earned! 

-And don't feel that your case is exception
ally difficult--Brownies of the Respirator 
Ward have EARNED their Golden Hand a 
Guide without USe of her hands was workin?: 
for First Class, a blind Ranger earned and 
wears her Ranger Star and All-Round Cords. 

So please let us know your problems-with 
a sol1,!tion if you have one-if not, we'll un
dertake to provide a suitable alternative. 

Incidentally, the presence of a physically 
handicapped Guide in your Company may 
spur on the rest of the Guides - in myoId 
company we had a Guide who could only use 
her left hand, and it wasn't very strong. We 
~e? to have competitions for knot tying, 
usmg your left hand only"-it was amazing 

how quickly we became ambidextrous! 
Christmas Time. 

To all its many friends, both in the Guide 
movement and outside, the Extension Branch 
Rends these Christmas thoughts-

"May Thy presence, ever near, 
Be with us this coming year; 
Bless our hands, and bless our mind 
Make us skilful. keep us kind. ' 

Bless our friends, where'er they be 
Make. us all one family; , 
The Me of Christ is nation-Wide 
God bless us all this Christmas-tide" 

(By M. Elt'on Young) 

THE GUIDE SHOP. 
New Second-Class Test Books: 9d. each. 
Diaries, 1 /3 . 
Guide Writing Pads, 1/4. 
Guide Envelopes, 6d. 
Covers for P.O.& R. with Badge, 6/-; with-

out Badge, 4/6. 
Pourhes: 2/-. 
Guide Knives: 6/-. 
First Aid Kits in Box: 3/6. 
First Aid Kit in Leather Case for Belt, 7/6. 
Ruc Sacs: 12/9. 
Hiking Haversacks: 6/-. 
Compasses: very good quality, 15/-. 

Commissioner for Equipment. 
C. Broadhurst, 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS. 

To all Brownies and ;Brownie Guiders, Best 
Wishes for Christmas and the New Yea)'. 

From The Commissioner for Brownies. 

BROWNIE GUIDERS' CONFERENCE. 
On Friday, 5th November, 1943, at 7.30 

p.m., twenty-six Owls gathered at Guide 
lieadquarters, Market Street, Melbourne, for 
their fifth Annual Conference. It was very 
gratifying to see this number after the small 
atten<!ance at the previous conference, and 
the hope was expressed that next year even 
more Owls would be able to attend. We were 
very pleased to have with us Mrs. J. W. 
Springthorpe, and Misses Brett and M. K. 
Butt. 

Apologies were received from Lady Chau
vel, Mrs. Tate and Misses J . Alston, ·M. E. 
Bush, S. Cameron, V. Hill and M. Moore. 

The Conference was opened by Miss D. 
Holtz, Commissioner for Brownies, who 
after welcoming those present, said that th€ 
number of Packs in the Metropolitan area 
had dropped to forty. 

The following questions were discussed ill 
groups and some useful suggestions and idel1.s 
on them were exchanged. 

1. The Pack is at the beach and a Brownie 
finds a small purse containing money. What 
would you do? 

If it is a large amount the money should 
be handed in to the police station, but If 
only a small amount, a notice could be placed 
in a local shop window and if not claimed 
within a certain time the possibility of 
giving it to some charity or fund could be 
discussed. The Brownie should not be en
couraged to keep the money. 

2. What would you do with a Brownie who 
always wants to do something different to 
the rest of the Pack? 

It was suggested that if it was something 
constructive she should be allowed to do it 
for a few minutes, and then someone else 
be asked to do what they want to do. It could 
also be discussed in Pow-Wow. It was gener
ally felt that if programmes were made ex
citing and interesting, there would not be a 
tendency for this spirit to enter into thz 
Pack. 

3. What would you do if a Brownie con
tinualJ.x brings her small sister aged six to 
Pack Meeting? 

This may be due to circumstances, such 8S 
the Mother havinf!' to work, but it was felt 
that if the matter were discussed with the 
mother, some satisfactory arrangement could 
be arrived at. Suggested that the child be 

given blocks, books, etc., to play with, but 
should not be allowed to join in Brownie ac
tivities. 

4. What would you do if your Commissioner 
arrived, unexpectedly at Pack Meeting? It 
was suggested that Tawny could carry 011 

while Brown Owl spoke to the Commissioner. 
The Commissioners present at the Conference 
expressed their desire to just join in with the 
ordinary activities of the Pack, and be 
treated informally. 

During the evening games on knots, nature 
and a Singing Game ~ere played. 

Minutes of the last Annual Conference 
were read and confirmed. 

Reports on the Brownie Guiders' Library 
at Headquarters, and the Brownie Pagoe in 
"Matilda," were received. -

The Brownie Cottage Committee reported 
on the year's .activities, which included a 
Working Bee ·on the Cottage and Games 
Afternoons in March. The balance sheet 
showed "8 credit of £14/8/4. The Committee 
are to be congratulated on their splendid 
work throughout the year. 

The following were elected to the commit
tee for the ensuing year. Misses D. Holtz, 
J . Belot, H. Gross, G. Thurgood, and G. Roach. 

The question of an afternoon and evening 
Conference was discussed and it was decided 
that next year's Conference should be ar
ranged on these lines. 

The Conference closed with Brownie Tapfl. 

THINGS TO DO WITH THE PACK. 

One-day Handcrafts. 
1. Give each Brownie a piece of pap,el' 

folded into six, then let her draw her Six 
emblem on it, fairly big. Next cut it out. 
The figure, when unfolded, will come out with 
the hands ;oined, as in dancing. T}len let the 
Brownie draw a toadstool, and she will have 
her Six dancing round the Totem. Brown 
paper is best, as it is stiffer than white. 

2. Cut out two pieces of cardboard in the 
shape of a donkey. Let the Brownies but
tonhole the two together, leaving a gap at 
the tail end. Insert a bundle of luggage 
labels with the stripg hanging out for the 
tail. Write on the front: 

"I'm but a foolish donkey, 
And I do not wish to brag, 
But if you pull my little tail 
You'll find a luggage tag." R.L.S. 

(Reprint, "Matilda," July, 1935) 

Semaphore G'amle. 
This game is useful when there is only one 

per son to take the Pack. Take all the 
Brownies who do not know semaphore, and 
pin one or more letters of the alphabet un 
them. Then send them down to the other 
end of the room or ground. Those who know 
semaphore are at the other end, with Brown 
Owl standing about half way. Brown Owl 
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signals a lett!lr and the Brownies run up and 
find the Brownie with that letter pinned on 
her and run with her to Brown Owl. M.H. 

(Reprint, October, 1934). 

Game; Fill the Box. 
Brown Owl stands in the centre of the 

room with a box, size about two feet square, 
containing bobbins or acorns. Brown Owl 
w.ants to turn the box upside down, but the· 
Brownies say: "No, we want it filled!" Brown 
Owl then throws the bobbins in all directions 

as widely apart as possible, and the Brownies 
1'4n for !hem and return to the box, dropping 
one in at a time. The race between Brown 
Owl emptying the box and the Brownies trying 
to fill it, continues until Brown Owl can com
ple.tely empt;y it and turn it upside down. If 
this takes too long, a time limit of two min
utes could be allowed. If Brown Owl has not 
succeeded in emptying the box by 'this time 
the Brownies will have won. A Brownie 
might then be allowed to take Brown Owl's 
place. M. E . H . 

(Reprint August, 1936) 

Patrol Leaders' Page. 

"Know how to be healthy and show she is 
doing her best to keep the Rules of Health." 

Why shquld a Guide be healthy? Ask your 
Tenderfoots. It's always nice to. have a rea· 
son for doing or being a certain thing! True, 
it's a condition to be fulfilled before obtain
ing the second class badge, but there is more 
to it than that. A Guide is ready to help 
and to be of service to other people. In other 
words, she is learning to ''be prepared" at 
all times, and no one can help or do a job to 
the best of their ability unless they are as 
fit as they can possibly make themselves. A 
Guide is also training to be a good citizen, 
and can anyone be that unless they are as 
mentally and physically fit as they can be? 
I don't think so, ask your Patrols and seu 
what they say! 

Health rules are not things which can be 
thought about, understood, carried out, and 
I'e ally lived all in the course of a few days, 
on the contrary they will take quite a long 
time! And they are "things" that must be car
ried out all the time-in your own homes and 
at school as well as at Guide meetings. The 
holidays are ni!arly here, so why not make a 
start with health rules then? I know that you 
personally, and quite a number of your Guides 
are second class, but that does not mean that 
the health rules are over and done with as 
far a~ you are concerned. Are you still liv
ing them as thoroughly as when you passed the 
test? Ask yourselves that question seriously, 
and answer it quite honestly. I think that we 
could all of us find ways in which We could im
prove! 

I would suggest discussing at your Patrols 
in Council what can be done. First of all, de
cide what each health rule means and how you 
can carry it out. By that I mean the things 
you can do for yourselves and not the ones 
your mothers are responsible for, and which 

you probably take a s a matter of course, such 
as providing your meals and your clothes. 
You can help :li0ur parents by keeping your
selves fit, anyone who gets sick through care
lessness Qr lack of thought is a fool, and B.-P. 
told us that Scouts and Guides were not fools. 
There are lots of ways in which you, and you 
alone, are responsible for your own health. 
For instance:-

Fresh Airl.- Do you all breathe through 
your noses? Why? Do your hold your Patrol 
meetings outside whenever possible? Did you 
strip your bed as soon as you got out of it 
thi s morning? 

Cleanliness. Why is it necessary to wash '! 
Did you wash your brush and comb last time 
you washed your hair? Do you always wash 
your hands after going to the lats. and be . 
fore a meal? Are YO!!l' nails clean and well 
trimmed? Do you keep your "inside" cleall 
by going to the lavatory regularly? Are your 
shoes cleaned each time you wear them, and 
re-soled and heeled when necessary? 

Exercise. Do you try and play active 
games and walk daily instead of always tak
ing a tram? (You can get quite a lot of ex
ercise by cutting the lawn or sweeping the 
house!) 

Food. Do you drink plenty of water each 
day? Do you eat everything you are given 
without being fussy? 

Clothing.-po you change your clothes if 
they get wet? Do you clean your shoes each 
time you wear them and take them to the 
bootmlaker as soon as necessary? Do you 
mend holes at once, clean spots off your 
clothes as soon as they appeal', and hang 
your garments up when you take them off? 
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Rest.-Do you always go to bed when you 
are told instead of asking for extra time, or 
having to be told twice? If you are doing 
something active all the week~ do you tn' 
and have a restful holiday, or vice versa? 

You can think of lots of other suggestiol13 
for yourselves. These are only a few sam
ples to start you off! Make a list in your 
Patrol and issue a holiday challenge to one 
another. Arm each person with a penny note
book and tick off (or put a cross to!) each 
item every day. Then, when the Company 
re-opens next year, compare notes, and s€'~ 
how you all progressed. (Forgetting- to mark 
the book regularly would count as a cros~ no 
going back over several days and putting in 
ticks from memory!) 

During the holidays ask the Patrol to col
lect pictures of food (the Woman's Weekly 
and the Argus supple_ment often have col
oured illustrations) and then next year yon 
can play various games with them. Let the 
Guides pick out good foods for winter, others 
that you will need more of in summer, or make 
UP whole meals for themselves and their 
families. 

Here is a quotation to finish with for you 
all. Read it to your Patrols:-

"Just as reading through the Guide Law 
won't make you a Guide, so knowing the 
health rules won't make you fit. It's carry
ing them out - all the year round, no matter 

what condition' you may be faced wjth, thnt 
will gradually bujld up a ~olid background of 
strength in your constitution. There is only 
one possible good excuse for breaking health 
rules, and it is, in a way, the very fjrst ren
son for keeping them all the other times -
when some great crisis arises in life, into 
which you have to put yourself completely. 
to the exclusion of all else! You can't worry 
about food, or sleep, or fresh air, or anythin~ 
else, sometimes, for several .days on end. 
when there is some urgent job to be done. 
helping other people. If you are really 
strong, with a good reserve behind you. you I 

will be able to come up to an emergency, and 
hold out long enough to be of real use. You}' 
nerve won't let you down. But it is a ques- , 
tion of thrift in the true sense. It is saving
for a need. If you think of health in ordin
ary times and store it up, you will have it to 
spend when the big emergency happens to you. 
E_ven then you don't need to squander it. It I 

isn't grand and heroic but silly and unskil
ful, to use more of your reseryes than you 
need until the last and final moment of stress. 
Then be ready to give all you have. It will de
pend on the health you build for yourselves 
NOW how well you will be able to ac;guit your
self when the chance comes to you to do 
something really worth while." 

Remember always that nobody else can 
really look after your health-IT ALL DE
PENDS ON YOU! ·'Tul-Kara." 

Matilda! 

Read announcement on the 

1st page regarding the n~xt 

issue of your paper. 

Printed by It:lcl\ellar fre~s (A . r. Cruther3) 229 Glenferri~ .Road, M~lvern, S.!';.4. 
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