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ROY AL. VISIT TO SOUTH AFRICA 

In the course of her tour, Princess EHza
beth will, wherever possible, take the 0PP01' 
tunity of seeing members of the Guide Move
ment in South Africa. These will be her fir;;t 
public appearances i.n Guide uniform s.i~ce 
she was appointed ChIef Ranger of the Bl'ltlsh 
Empire. This appointment has given her a 
personal link with all the Rangers who will 
welcome her in the course of her tour. On 
23rd April (St. George's Day) H~r Royal 
Highness was present at a large GUIde Rally 
in Cape Town, i~ whifh both European an-i 
non-European GUIdes took part. 

The Guide Movement is very active in Sout.h 
Africa, and includes European and coloured 
Companies in all the large towns, as well as 
isolated units in the Veld. For a time colour
ed children' could not be admitted to member
ship of the Guide Movement, but belonged 
to a parall.el organisation known as Wayfarer 
Guides. In recent years, however, these have 
been disbanded and children of all races meet 
on equal terms at Guide rallies, competitions 
and other gatherings. 

GYMKHANA GOSSIP 

Final Edition. 

PlaIts are now well advaneed, and if the 
weather is kind, and if people come in their 
thousands prepared to buy the many attra~
tive things offered, then we will make our 
TARGET of £2000 OR MUCH MORE. 

We hope to have Lady Dugan with us some 
time in the afternoon, and a March Past of 
Guides, with Colours, will take place at 3 p.m. 
We hope also to have the Mayor and Coun-

cillors of Caul1i.eld, who have so kindly loaned 
us the Lord Reserve, and they will be there 
to help to receive Lady Dugan when she 
arrives. 

Mr. Hawking, our Honorary Organiser of 
the Horse Section, promises us many interest
ing and exciting exhibitions of horsemanship. 

Mrs. G. J. Coles, ' who .has so kindly offered 
to organise the Dog Section, and who is also 
generously donating many of the trophies. 
has arranged a programme that should meet 
the needs of all types of dogs and of all types 
of owners-young and old. 

Lady Chauvel has consented to judge the 
novelty part of the Dog Section, and, if re
ports are reliable, she will be very busy in
deed. We are full of curiosity to see the 
methods of transporting the many dogs which 
we hope to see present. 

We wish to give our grateful thanks to ail 
those who have so generously contributed in 
money ' and in goods, and so relieved us of 
the anxiety of having to meet the preliminary 
expenses which are bound to occur in any 
enterprise. 

Commissioners an'd Local Associations are 
full of bright ideas, and, according to reports, 
there will be a very varied assortment of 
things to be bought, and all will serve a usp.
ful purpose. 

Rangers and Rovers are co-operating splen
didly. Rangers are doing Refreshments, 
Merry-go-l'ounds, etc., and Rovers will be 
general utility men. 

Guides and Brownies are running Hoop-las, 
Shooting Galleries, and are busy grooming 
their dogs and taming their horses! 

So far no buttons have been returned, so 
we are thrilled that all Rangers, Guides an.i 
Brownies are busy selling them to their rela
tions and friends. 

KEEP IT UP! BEST WISHES TO US! 

- Clare Broadhurst, Guide Organiser. 
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"'MATILDA" 

An Omclal Tre&$Ure ~g 01 Guiders' Intonnatlon for 
Guiders of VictoriA. Australia. 

Price: )/. per Year, 4/6 Po&ted. 

Acting Editor,: _ 
Miss F. V. BARFUS, 

c/o Flat 6, 37 George St., East Melbourne, C.2 

Contributions should reach the Editor not 
later than the 9th of each month. 

THE NEXT EDITOR 

Who, indeed, wil! and can do the job which 
Mollie Hoffmeyer's death has left vacant? 
And well done it must be to continue in the 
tradition she has left us. 

It is not easy to replace an Editor-they do 
not grow on apple-tree-and the Execu~ive 
Committee have asked me to act as EdItor 
for "Matilda" for a year (or less), so that 
we may have time to find just the right 
person. 

Having always cherished a secret longing 
to be the Editor, I shall enjoy this short 
period of intensive activity (did you know it 
is pretty hard work?), but we must lose 
no t ime in combing the country for peopJe 
who might like to qualify to be "the next 
Editor." 

There is a good deal of routine work in con
nection with the production of each issue, and 
we think some Guiders with a literllry flair 
may like to volunteer to form a kind of sub
editing group. Are you interested? The!'e 
is quite a lot of counting and checking; som'~ 
typing; lots of telephonin¥" remin~ing, COI'
recting of proofs (always m a tearmg hurry 
to get them back to the printer in time), and 
various other jobs small and great. If a few 
Guiders would like to help me and learn some
thing about editing at the same time, I think 
"Matilda" would benefit from this co-operative 
spirit. The idea would be for each volunteer 
to take turns at dealin~ with the various as
pects to get a general msight into the whole 
job. 

Meanwhile, of course, we should be watch
ing for "talent," for it must be realised that 
even a person knowing all the ins and outs 
of the above job would not necessarily make 
a satisfactory Editor. 

If you think you would make a good Editor, 
there is no harm in offering, so long as you 
will not be hurt if you are not accepted! 

If your interest in "Matilda" is on th2 
literary side, and you could spare time f0r 
some extra reading, I should be grateful for 
so~eone to help by reading Interstate and 

Overseas Guide magazines, and writing sum
maries of interesting bits, and someone to 
help similarly by making extracts and sum
maries from other periodicals. 

All eopy for "Matilda" must reach Head
quarters by the 9th of the month, and the 
printer by 13th, so between those dates is the 
peak-period of preparation. It would be 
splendid if I had a handful 01 suh-Editors to 
help with the June issue! 

FRIEDA V. BARFUS, Acting EditoJ'. 

FOR AUSTRALIAN GIRLS 

"MISS," a New Magazine. 

Your Guides will be interested to know that 
the New South Wales branch of the Gil'l 
Guides Association has decided to publish 
a magazine for girls. The decision comes as 
a result of long consideration of the need for 
a suitable magazine for the 11-15 year old 
age-group. 

"MISS" will be published monthly at 6d., 
and it is expected that the first issue will 
appeal' on 15th June. 

Contents will include a serial story, two 
complete stories, an adventure strip, a day 
in the life of a girl in another country, paper 
patterns; four pages concerning Guides 
(story, article, items contributed by GuideR, 
etc.). There will also be interesting articles 
on varied topics, including contributions by 
readers-also books, collections, cooking, local 
history, and so on. 

Marks will be awarded for articles from 
readers, printed in "MISS," and those who 
win marks may win prizes. 

When telling your Guides about this maga
zine, will you stress the fact that they will 
be sharing it with girls who are not Guides; 
it is for ALL girls from 11 to 15 ye/irs of age. 

From the Guiders' point of view, the pub
lication of this magazine, "MISS," should fill 
an urgent need, which has been l'ecognised 
by all organisations interested in girls. The 
reading matter available in periodicals usually 
caters solely for older girls and women. The 
magazine will have only good, wholesome 
reading, specially written for girls in this 
particular age-group. It will be brightly an,l 
attractively presented, and Guiders are asked 
to help in making "MISS" known, not only to 
their Guides, but to all girls of Guide age, 
throughout Australia. 

-Editor. 

"Faith? In what is the modern mind to 
believe now? We have no awe, who can 
shatter the rocks and unriddle heaven. But 
there is 81 great fear all the same .... "-From 
'A Book of Hours," by Donald Culross 
Peattie. 
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Lysbeth Thomas, who was Post Brown Owl 
of 1st Post Pack, and who is now a G.I.S. 
Volunteer in Europe, wrote this account of 
the Trefoil School in Scotland. She worked 
there for two weeks before leaving for Gel'-
ma'llY:- , 

,,~ .. The school was at Cowdenknowes, in 
Bel'wickshire, during the war, but the owner 
I'equil'ed his residence, so .they have .moved to 
Whitburn in West Lothian, 22 miles fr0m 
Edinburgh, on the main road .to ~Iasgow, 
which is 25 miles in the other dn·ectlOn. 

Polkemmet House, which is the present 
home of the school, is very <W.d and very 
rambling besides being very cold; there is 
~ome cer:tral heating, but it only warms the 
air immediately ai'ound it. The groun~s .are 
very extensive, but are at. present limited 
because there are 2000 Poles In camp. 

The children are all Guides, Scouts, Cubs 
and Brownies, ages ranging from 7-16 years. 
They are of course, all Scots, and some are 
very hard to understand; they might as weIl 
be speaking Greek! They are a grand lot 
of kiddies (liUe devils some of them; you 
can't put anything past them! Talk about the 
canny' Scot!) 

The first day I helped with the housework. 
... Then I gave a hand with t.he cooking, 
which for 50 odd is pretty extensIVe, and the 
children have wonderful appetites. They have 
been very grateful for food gifts from ~~s
tralia' it looked strange to see the familiar 
A.J.C: label. As far as all other rations are 
concerned they fare pretty well, as they re
ceive an 'allowance, being classed as an in
stitution. 

Later I spent some time with the children, 
as the G.I.S, people thought it would be of 
use to me. To give you some idea of the 
running of the schoo.l, I'll give you a. day's 
programme. The chlldren .start to !ISe at 
7.30 a.m.; the nursery staff. IS responsIble fllr 
their wash; many of the children can manage 
for themselves, and some are absolute experts 
at managing their calipe~s and brac~s. (All 
these children are phYSICally handIcapped.) 
The older girls set the tables for breakfast, 
and at 8.10 a warning bell rings, then a gong 
at 8.30, by which time children should be 
sitting in their places, The nursery staff have 
breakfast in shifts to allow for serving the 
breakfast for children. 

After that is Health Time. Then those who 
are able take it in turns to help with the 
dishes and other odd jobs, for which they 
receive points. 9.30 prayers are held in the 
schoolroom, after which the teachers take 
over. There are two classes, and they must 
do the set work as set b3 the Education De
partment. The school is recognised by them 
and receives an aIlowance per child as school 
fees, for Government schools are all being 
abolished. Other finance for the school comps 
from pul;>lic ' subscription, and salaries are paid 
by Scottish Guide H.Q. 

The general rule for admission of children 
to the school is that the county recommends 
a child after discharge from hospital. The 
application comes before the committee, and 
they decide whether it is a case eligible for 
the school. They take the child's home con
ditions into consideration. The parents may 
pay if they wish. 

After school has finished at 11.30, they can 
go outside or play indoors, according to the 
weather. They have been having a wonderful 
time in the snow, as it has been 2-3 feet deep. 
Dinner is at 12.30, and the nursery iltaff have 
theirs with the children. School begins again 
at 1.30. Half the children go for rest until 
2.45, and then there is a general swop-over. 
They finish for the afternoon at 4. The 
teachers are then "off," and the nursery staff 
again take over, supervising tea, and thl'll 
they have games and various other activities. 

The boys have a carpentry room, and there 
is also a quiet room where they sit and read 
or do handcrafts. For these various activities 
they receive instruction onCe a week. The 
local Rovers are vel'y good also, and come and 
give a han.d every week-end. 

The younger children go to bed at 6 p.m., 
while the others have prayers, and then bed 
for all from 6.30 onwards. They should all 
be fiAished by 8, at which time the staff have 
supper. It takes quite a while to get them 
all settled by the time baths are given. The 
children have these, so many each night, and 
then a good many have to be strapped into 
shells. In the week-ends they have various 
activities to keep them occupied. 

You will like to know about the Thinking 
Day ceremony we had. We had it on the fol
lowing Wednesday, as that is their meeting 
day. All the children wore their uniforms
staff may wear theirs all the time-and we 
had a campfil'e in the centre of the school
room (red paller and, torch), round which had 
been placed all the flags of the countries in 
which there are Guides. The flags had been 
taken from the painting book, pasted on card
board, with straws as poles and stuck into 
plasticine, and looked very effective. We all 
sat round in a circle, and each had a country 
to represent, mine, of course, being Aus
tralia. Miss Reiss explained Thinking Day, 
and then we had a story of the Guide who 
had a dream in which she called upon the 

(Continued on page 7.) 



• 

4 MATILDA May, 1947. 

Training and Camping 

TRAINING 

Commissioners' Residential Training. 
If applications warrant it, a residenthl 

Training for Commissioners will be held at 
the Guide House from Thursday, 3rd July, 
to Monday; 7th July. Fee,.£1 and fares. 
Commissioners wishing to attend should send 
in their names, accompanied by 5/- deposit, 
to the Hon. Training Secretary by 3rd June. 

Guide Elementary Training Course. 
The second Guide Tl'aining Course for t!le 

year will commence at the Girl Guide Office 
at 7.45 p.m. on Tuesday, 3rd June, and will 
consist of three Saturday afternoons (21st 
June, 26th July and 21st August) and twelve 
evening classes . . Fee, 4/-. Guider-in-charge: 
Miss E. E. Moran. 

Applications should l' ach the Hon. Train
ing Secretary, Girl Guide Office, by 26th May. 
Guiders wishing to attend must have had their 
17th birthday on, or before, the 3rd June; 
and, if they have not attended a previous 
Training, should send in with their applica
tion a nomination form signed by their Di-s
trict Commissioner. New Guiders should pags 
their Tenderfoot Test and be enrolled in thelr 
own district before coming to the course. It 
there is any difficulty about this, they should 
get in touch with the Commissioner for Train
ing before the beginning of the course, and 
some other arrangement will be made. 

Brownie Refresher Course. 
A course of six Brownie Refresher Classes 

will be held, if applications warrant it, at 
Guide Headquarters, 60 Market Street, Me:l
bourne, commencing on Thursday, 26th Jun~. 
'at 7.45 p.m. There will be five evenings an,1 
one Saturday afternoon. Fee for the. course. 
l / B. Any warranted Brown or Tawny Owl 
who wishes to attend these classes should 
notify the Training Secretary at Headquarter!' 
by 19th June. Nomination forms will not hE' 
necessary. 

CAMPING 
Camp at Gipton. 

Have your Guides ever been to Gipton? 
Give them the opportunity to have a week
end there this year. If you are not qualified 
to take them yoursQlf, write to Miss M. 
McDonald, 46 Snowden Avenue, Caulfield 
S.E.8, and a week-end camp will be arranged 
for you. The cost would be 5/- per head, 
plus fares, the maximum number of Guides 12, 
and, unless quite impossible, the Captain or 
Lieutenant should accompany he Guides. 

• 
Pioneer Badge. 

A camp for testing for the Pioneer Badge 
will be held in January, 1948-if a sufficient 
number of Guides are ready for the test. The 
training of the candidates must be done 1:1 

their own Companies, but helpful articles will 
appear in "Matilda" during the year. O.ne 
Saturday, in October or November, all appii
cants will be asked to do a preliminary test, 
by which they will qualify for the camp. 
Watch "Matilda" for the date for sending ill 
a pplica tions. 
Swimming. 

Swimming classes are being arranged to 
enable Guiders and Rangers of 17 years and 
over to qualify as Life Savers. Place: City 
Baths; time, 7.30 p.m. (probably Thursday 
evenings, commenci,ng third week in June): 
fee, 1/ 6 per night for ten nights; total. 15 / -. 

Extra lessons may be possible if desired. 
Mrs. Dean has agreed to take these classes, 
and it is an opportunity which you must not 
miss. Applications, with deposit of 5/ - each, 
must be sE!nt to Miss M. McDonald, of 46 
Snowden A venue, Caulfield, S.E.8., not later 
than 25th May. 

HINTS AND TIPS. 
Water\.~Be careful that the water you 

drink is pure and has not been contaminated. 
Clearance of water is no proof that it is pure, 
and there is no truth in the old belief that 
running water purifies itself over a certain 
distance. If there is any doubt at all, boil 
all water. 
~cipe, Lemon Snow (for 22)-Three pints 

water, 3 cups sugar, whites of 6 eggs, juice uf 
6 lemons, 6 heaped tablespoons maizena or 
cornflour. Bring water and sugar to the boil, 
mix maizena with lemon juice, stir into water. 
When it thickens, add grated lemon rind and 
well-beaten egg whites. Serve with thin cus
tard made with egg yolks. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
Campers' Licence-Miss M. Owen (S.R.S. 

Invincible); Miss E. Tobin (4th Preston); 
Miss A. Moffatt (3a Geelong); Miss P. Barr 
(8th Malvern). 

Guider's Permit-Miss ·P. Knight (6th Cam
berwell; Miss M. Forster (4th Brighton). 

Indoor Campers Licence-Miss A. Howgate 
(13th Malvern); Miss M. Burr (1st Gardiner) . 

Camp First Aid Certificate-Miss M. Burr 
(1st Gardiner); Miss M. McDonald (2nd Caul
field); Miss M. Owen (S.R.S. Invincible). 

Campcraft Certificlllte-Miss E. J. Baddel~y 
(1st Montmorency); Miss J. Brewis (1st Oak
leigh); Miss J. Duncan (1st Wentworth); 
Miss P. Knight (6th Camberwell); Miss Mar
jorie Knight (Caulfield District RangeTs); 
Miss Joan Goodwin (Caulfield District Ran· 
gers). 



May, 1947. MATiLDA 

THE HIKER'S BADGE 

Guiders, you do take your Companies 
hiking, do you not? And the Guides like to 
go, and ask the Court of Honour to arrange 
more. Isn't that so? Then, why are there 
not more Guides trying for the Hiker's Badge? 
Surely it is worth earning, and should be the 
natural outcome of the Company's out-of
doors' activities. 

Consider the various pm-ts . of the test: 

Build, and give reasons for so building, 
three different types .of hike fires. The dif
ferent arrangements, wigwam, log, trapper 's, 
etc., can be practised without always being lit. 
The study of the burning qualities of the 
different woods is not quite as important here 
as in England, but it is both interesting and 
useful, and at the different hikes on which 
the Guides practise cooking, both with and 
without utensils, various woods can be tried, 
and the results, under headings-fiame, heat
ing quality, coals, ash-ean be noted. Wattle, 
various eucalypts, willow, ti-tree and pine 
can all be found not ·so very far afield. If a 
Guide's knowledge of woods is wide, her three 
hike fires could be ... one for boiling the billy 
quickly, another to give coals for damper, etc. 
By this time clause 2 (proficiency in hike 
cooking) will have looked after itself. 

Pocket First Aid cases are in common use 
in many Companies and Patrols. The omy 
danger I can thipk of is that the Guider or 
P.L. may know the contents and how to use 
them, while the rest of the Guides do not. 

'This must be avoided. If necessary to arouse 
interest, compile one in which every member 
takes some share, if only to clean a small 
bottle or to write a label. An inter-patrol 
competition is a good plan, with points for 
range of usefulness and choice of contents, 
compactness, and the share each member took 
in the planning and making. 

Is this next clause-the record of previous 
hikes-the reason why the camping depart
ment is so seldom asked for a tester for this 
badge? Then I think you are making too 
much of it. A "hike" for Guides does not 
necessarily mean tramping many miles. The 
term can include just short expeditions, pro
vided they have a purpose-e.g., a jaunt of 
half a mile to a paddock where you have per
mission to gather wood and practise making 
woodpiles and setting fires is well worth re
cording. A saunter round the block, with 
the object of looking for nature observations, 
and so setting those newly-enrolled on the 
way to passing the nature clause in Second 
Class, is a worthwhile guide activity. There 
must be records of longer outings, too, of 
course, but these can be in note form. Note 
that season, place and method of getting 

there, and object of hike must be recorded. 
No rules are laid down about time (and I 
would welcome discussion on this point); but 
I feel that such a recor'd of activi~ies, kept 
over a year, provided that it showed the Guide 
had attended at least six day or half-day 
hikes, could, if it contained .evidence of variety 
and interest, be considered satisfactory. 
Whether the longer hikes were Company, 
Patrol or just for small groups is a matter 
for the Captain. I 

One last point-the Guide can start her 
hike book the day she joins the Company if 
she wishes. ' She cannot be tested for the 
badge until second class, but all her outdoor 
activity in practising for second-class, as 
tracking, nature, fire-lighting, can find a place 
in her records. 

-E. Bunning. 

Owing to unavoidable circumstances, Mrs. 
Faulkner, Commissioner for Lones, has beGn 
unable to prepare the material for this issue, 
but Lone Guiders may look forward to the 
Lone Look-Out appearing again in the June 
issue.-Editor. 

"There is no star so startling as a morn
ing planet. For it reminds us that oth,}r 
worlds than ours do not keep our hours nor 
move upon the roads appointed to us. In t:1C 

c1ear sharpened air they hang out in naked 
space, but visibly nearer to us than the 
twinkling far-off suns .... "-From "A Book 
of Hours," by Donald Culcross Peattie. 
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THE FIRST CLASS TEST 
"Use a compass and find 16 points by the 

sun and stars. Read a map." 
(Continued from last month.) ' 

'~'o Find the North by M-eans of the Sun. 
Sun Stick.-At some time during the morn

ing place a stick upi'ight in the ground and 
mark its shadow. With your centre as the 
base of the stick and radius the length of the 
shadow draw a circle. After lunch watch 
the sh~dow of the stick until the end again 
touches the circle. Bisect the angle made by 
these two shadows, and that will give you 
the north and south line. 

By Means of a Watch.-Take a .watc~ ~nd 
turn face round until the figure 12 IS pomtmg 
directly to the sun. Then bisect the angle 
formed by the 12 and the hour hand: This 
also gives you the north and. sou,th Ime. ,A 
much quic,ker method of findmg It than tne 
first, but you may not always have a wa,tcn 
with you! 

Sun Clock.-Directions for making this are 
given in Hints on the First-Class Test, al
though as this book was written for the 
northel!n hemisphere, it will be necessary to 
substitute the word north for ?outh in each 
case. The Guides will enjoy making a clock, 
but be sure and try it out, and don't just do 
it in theory. There is a catch about it! In 
this country the sun does not. take exactly 
U hours to move from one pomt to anoth,)r 
all day. Try for yourself and see! You can 
certainly get a l'ough idea of the c~mpass 
points from the sun if you know t~e tIme cf 
day, but it is not very exact by thIS method. 

Compass Directions by the Stars. 
Method I.-Were your recruits shown the 

Southern Cross in the sky when they ' were 
learning about the Austral~an Flag?, If S?, 
the Guides will have no dIfficulty WIth thIS 
section. Take the long axis of the C~oss 
(that is the stars alpha and gamma) an~ dra~v 
an imaginary line through them. Contmue It 
beyond the foot of the Cross fo~ ab?ut ?lh 
times the length of the Cross. ThIS wIll bnng 
you to a single bright start called A~herna!. 
The centre point in this imaginary Ime wIll 
be due south. 

Method 2.-Sometimes the sky is partly 
obscured by clouds or trees and buildings get 
in the way. This second method requires a 
smaller expanse of sky, but more imaginary 
lines! Draw a line joining the two pointers; 
from the centre point of this line draw another 
one at right angles to the first. Join alpha 
and gamma of the Southern Cross and COll.

tinue the line beyond alpha until it meets the 
line drawn at right angles to the pointers. 
The spot where these two lines meet is due 
south. 

Let your Guide practise these various me
thods this month, and then next time you will 
be ready to go on to the last part of the 
compass section-that is, reading a map. 

-"Tul-Kara." 

CAN YOU DANCE? DO YOU CARE? 

Of course you go to Folk Dance parties, 
and naturally you enjoy them, or you ,wouldn't 
go to the next one. 

But---

Do you really know English Folk Dancing 
as distinct from that of other countries and as 
an expression of personality, emotion, indivi
duality? Or do you romp through the dances 
as if they were a new game'! 

If you think it worth while to keep un
tainted this our heritage, English Folk Song 
and Dance, and would like to give up a little 
time to learn to dance properly (and it's more 
fun that way!), you have an opportunity now. 

The Victorian Branch of the English Folk 
Song and Dance Society is planning to run a 
series of weekly classes on Monday evenings, 
commencing 2nd June at 7.30, at Shenton, 
41 Kinkora Road, Glenferrie (the home of 
Mrs. Swinburne). Efforts to find a more 
central spot have not been successful, and 
the house is easily found; Kinkora Road runs 
to the west off Glenferrie Road, north of the 
GlenfeiTie station, and the house is Oll the 
Ilorth side, near the top of the hill. 

Can you come to the preliminary Folk 
Dance Party, to be held at the same place at 
8 p.m. on Saturday, 3rd May? There' is to be 
a most attractive programme, and you could 
talk to the class leader, Miss Maude A. Robin
son, and get further information about the 
classes. Her address is 6 Queen Street, Surrey 
Hills, E.I0. 

The party is in the natui'e of are-opening 
of activities after the war years, and it is 
hoped that all who are keen on folk dancing 
will turn up. 

-F. V. Barfus. 
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MISS M. COBHAM. 

Imperial Headquarters' Trainer. 

This does not corne under the heading of 
"Social Notes," but I thought you would be 
interested to know a little about Miss Cobham, 
the Diploma'd Guider who has come to Aus
tralia from Imperial Headquarters to .. give 
help in training, testing and general adminis
tration in each of the States. 

It is eight years already since Miss M. L. 
Martin, wbom many of us know, was here, 
and we are indeed fortunate that Imperial 
Headquarters was able to accede to the re
quest of the Federal Council to send some
one as soon as travel became practicable. 

Miss Marjorie Cobham arrived in Melbourne 
on 27th March by the "Orion," and there was 
time for her to orientate herself somewhat 
concerning Australia (weather, for instance!) 
before she began her official itinerary with 
attendance at the meeting of the Federal 
Council in Tasmania. 

A short stay with our Commissioner for 
Training was followed by the Training weelt
end over Easter at the Guide House. Those 
who attended were indeed fortunate to have 
our Imperial visitor as Guider-in-Charge! 
After that the Federal Commissioner whisked 
Miss Cobham away to Skipton for a "breather" 
before she set off for Tasmania. 

The Victorian dates for Miss Cobham's visit 
will be fixed finally after the Federal Council 
meeting, but we must mark our diaries for 
December and January firmly with a reminder 
that somewhere in those months there will 
be a Training Week, .as well as city classes 
and meetings, that we should not risk mis,;
ing. 

Miss Cobham's experience of Guiding is 
very wide. She had a Guide Company in 
Torquay (England), and was District Com
missioner for Painton (Devon) ;for five years; 
she holds the Red Cord Diploma, and did full
time training before being appointed Guider
in-Charge at Foxlease for two years. 

Her overseas ~xperience has included train
ing in Eire, and a Guiders' Training Camp In' 

Belgium. She did training and testing for 
the G.I.S., and our Dr. Meredith Ross was 
tested by her. ' 

I've heard that Miss Cobham's camp-fires 
are delightful; she knows how. to get people 
singing, and if you've been WIth any of the 
Easter Trainees you'll have heard them pro
ducing what sounds rather like a recitative 
passage from a: Red Indian ope.ra, or se.en 
them doing mystifying passes 111 the an', 
which al'e part of a dramatic act!o~ song, or 
listened with delight to lovely hltmg tunes 
you long to learn, (We certainly should have 
been there!) 

Young Guiders just starting with their 
Companies and Packs will be fortunate if they 
can take training under Miss Cobham, and 
experienced Guiders will be grateful for this 
opportunity to be shown their Guiding from 
a fresh angle, and to gain in'spiration and a 
wider vision. 

-F.V.B. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Commissioners' Conference-22nd, 23rd, 24th 
Septem ber. 

Brownie Guiders' Conference-27th September 
Annual Meeting of the Girl Guides' Associa

, tion, Victoria-7th October. 
The Ch'ief Guide's Visit to Victoria-See next 

issue. 
Miss M. Cobham's Visit to Victoria and Sum

mer Training Week dates-See next issue 

EXTENSION NEWS 

(Continued from page 3.) 

Guides and Scouts of the world to unite and 
form a chain of friendship, which would keep 
out evil, etc.. The story finished with each 
person announcing their country and linking 
their chain (strips of yellow cardboard) 
with the person next to them. It was very 
,effective, and the children enjoyed it im
mensely. After that we had songs to repre
sent all the countries-"Laugh, 'Kookaburra" 
being the Australian one. They have been 
taught this just recently, and were anxious 
to know if the Kookaburra really laughed. 
We had supper--cake which had been made 
into the shape of the badge of the Trefoil 
School, biscuits and cocoa. 

Another night Miss Hamilton Bruce asked 
if I would tell th~older children something 
about Australia. They were very interested 
in the photos of the Frankston (Orthopaedic 
Hospital) Brownies, and I discovered that one 
of the Guides writes , to a Post Guide ... the 
others are very anxious to have people to 
write to, and so are the boys, so I am wonder
ing whether it would be possible to get names 
of Posts who would like pen·friends in Scot. 
land? (Miss Alston, 5 Struan Street, ToorRk, 
S.E.2, has the names of several of the Trefoil 
School Guides. Perhaps non· Posts would like 
to write?)1 Also, I wonder if there is any 
possibility of getting lambswool for these 
children to use for handcrafts. It is far tvo 
expensive to buy over here, but I thought 
you might know of a Company who is looking 
for a Good Turn .... " 
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BROWNIE GUIDERS' EVENING 

General Games - Singing Games - Test 
Games-All kind of games will be played at 
the next B)'ownie Guiders' Evening at Guide 
Headquarters, 60 Market Street, Melbourne, 
on Thursday, 19th June, at 7.45 p.m. (The 
night decided on by the Guiders was found to 
be unsuitable, as there is a meeting on the 
floor below H.Q.) 

Brown Owls and Tawny Owls, come along 
and bring your Pack's favourite game. Each 
Guider should come prepared to play one 
Brownie G'ame; Brown and Tawny Owls from 
the same Pack may bring one game between 
them. 

Make a note of the date now, and remem
ber to bring ONE GAME, a NOTEBOOK, and 
3d. for supper. 

-D. Holtz. 

BROWNIE REVELS 

North-Eastern Suburbs. - Brownies from 
this Division met in Warringal Park, Heidel
berg, on Saturday, 29th March, at 3 p.m. 
Brownies divided into groups representing 
characters from Little Red Riding Hood: 
Wolf, Grandmama, Red Riding Hood and the 
Wood-cutter. 

While the Brownies were leaving tbeir coats 
under the trees, before playing games, Little 
Red Riding Hood paid each Group a visit. 
She was recognised by her gleaming red coat 
and the basket she carried, into which ea~h 
Brownie put sixpence. Later in the after
noon Mr. Rain came alon~n a shower to pay 
us a visit. He discovered Brownies seated 
undel; spreading trees, playing games and 
listening to stories. At afternoon tea Mr. 
Rain found that he had spoilt the ground for 
a treasure hunt; he was so ashamed he de
piu-ted and let the Sunshine reign again while 
we formed a very large Fairy Ring. 

A Grand Howl expressed the Brownies' 
pleasure at having had the Commissioners 
with them. After the announcement that Red 
Riding Hood had collected £2/2/- for the 
Brownie Cottage Fund, Brownie Taps was 
sung. 

South·Eastern and Outer Southern.-If you 
had visited Caulfield Park on Saturday, 22nd 
March, and followed the yellow gravel path 
to the two rows of tall cypress trees, you 
would have seen ninety-five Brownies from 

this Division quickly magic themselves into 
six different kinds of birds which are seen 
around the Brownie Cottage at various times 
of the year. There were '.I;'hrushes, Cockatoos, 
Blackbirds, Blue Wrens, Magpies, and Kooka-
burras. . 

During the afternoon these birds did all 
sorts of things, and after they had finished 
playing they left little gifts~in the Wise Bird's 
nest. When the Wise Bird went back to her 
nest, a'fter all the little birds had flown away, 
she found £2 / 8/6 for the Brownie Cottage! 

South-Western Division. - Brownies from 
Sunshine, Yarraville, Newport, Williamstown 
-six Packs in all-held :Bright Star Revels 
at .r 'ootscray Park on Saturday, 15th March. 
The weather and the park were ideal for the 
occasion. Brownies were given stars of dif
ferent colours, and were grouped for games, 
each Owl takmg one group helped by a Pack 
Leader. After afternoon tea there was a 
nature hunt. One Brown Owl told a story, 
and the Hrownies learned some action song;;. 

Mrs. Eb~ling, Divisional Commissioner, at
tended and joined in all the fun; she opened 
tne Revel Box and found £3 for the Brownie 
Cottage. 

Southern Division.-These revels were held 
at the Melbourne Orphanage grounds on 
::iaturday, 15th March. It was a lovely day, 
and there were ninety-nine Brownies present, 
wlth several Pack Leaders and Guiders. The 
sum of £2 /11/6 was subscribed to the Brownie 
Gottage. (The report doesn't tell what the 
l:Srownies did at their Revels, so they must 
have been' Secret Revels, but it goes on to say 
that some small boys watched the Brownias 
playing in the paddock and were much 
amused, and afterwards asked one of the 
Owls: "Could they be Brownies when they 
were old enough? 1 

Eastern ami Outer Eastern Market Revels. 
-Saturday, 29th March, saw BroWnies ap
proaching St. James' Park, Hawthorn, from 
aU directions. By 3 p.m. approximately 85 
.l:Srownies, with Brown Owls, 'l'alVIlY Owls and 
.Pack Leaders, had assembled. Each Brownle 
with her sixpence, then visited the Market t~ 
buy her fruit or vegetable-smart green cu
cumbers, lemons, oranges, plums, carrots. 
Then the hunt for group positions began. A 
large C?py of each of the symbols was hung 
on sUltable trees, denoting positions of 
Groups; the shape of the symbol was formed 
by Brownies, and the Commissioners then 
visited each Group. Games began but down 
came the rain! A hasty retreat w~s made to 
a hall, where the games were continued fol
lowed by afternoon tea and stories. It' was 
a very happy afternoon. 

• 



GIRL GULjE.3 .t, .. S;";OCIL.TION 
VICTO:2L~,-

60 ~ ' rke t ~tr8et, 
~'~8 1 bourne , C.l, 

1st M:;y, 19·~ 7 • 

G U IDE I N T ERN ~. T ION ~ L ~ E R V I C E 

Thirteen Lustr c- li dn v olunt sers ;re in the Field . 
More are needei who wi ll volunteer t o go . G~I~6.(B.) 
ha s nsked f or t e ~B l ecie rs ~ nj 3 1s~ teaf.1 Denbers from 
Austr ':. li a to r epL, ce volunt ee rs who h :- ve given thei r 
pe~iod of servic~ with the G.I . S . -

Leede rs mu s t heve special qu :: lific ti.)ns such 3 S 

admi uistretiv e ~ bility or know1 6d ~e of ~e lf ~ r e work. 
It is desi r able , but not necess pry, tha t volunt e ers 
should be ~ bl s to dri ve he ?vy vehi cles 2nd be ~ ble to 
sp eak Ger I!lEn. 

As the test will be held in 30uth bustr&li s lat~~ 
in June , app licet ions Dust be in t he h s nds of t he 
G. l.S . ,j8cretEJry, rliss P . Ednondson, C/ - Gi rl Guides 
Associ J tion, 60 ~~ r~e t ~treet, ~slbourne , by Friday, 
16th l:~y . 

F . HITChELL 
Convener - G.I . J . Cormittee 



CIRCULAR SUPPLli:.MENT TO "MATILDA" 

GI~L GUIDES A~30CIATION 
VICTO TtIA 

60 Market Street , 
Me lbourne , C.l , 

1st May , 1947 , 

LAST MINUTE nOTES 

Gu ide HeDdquarters re grets the lat e cancellation of 
the St . Geor ~e s Day 8ervice which was to be held on 0aturday, 
26th April . 

Headquarters lid not hear of the cance llati en until it 
wa s too late to notify Districts and Compani es and we a re 
sorry for any inconveni ence that may have b een caus ed t e 
Gu iders who had arranged f nr members of their Companies t e 
attend . 

The f e llowing mess8 se has be en received from H . ~ . H . The 
Princess El izab eth: -

"I thank you anl a ll the Guiies of Au st r a lia 
most sincerely for your kind ~reetings which 
I hav e been deli ghted t~ rec eive . 

.. 
ELIZABETH II 

The foll ewing Thinki n g Day mess age has been r eceived 
f r em Greece for Austra lian . Sea Rangers :-

"To - day t hat we are celebra ting f e r the first t ime 
t he 22nd February , our thoughts fly to y~u and our 
e ther sist ers who are dispersed about the whole 
world . . ,: 

The 1st Sea Ranger Ship of Greece . " 
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MINUTES OF MEETINGS OF THE 
EXECUTIVij_ C(,)MMITTEE'. 

Held at the Guide Office, 6th and 20th March, 
1947. 

Present: Lady Chauvel (2), Miss Cameron 
(2), Mesdames Fairbairn (1), Hall (2), Searby 
(2), Eddy (1), Misses MitchelI (2), Lambe 
(1), Holtz (1), Gross (1), Howgate (2'), 
MacLeod (2), Moran (2), Campbell (1), Swin· 
burne (1), and the Secretary. 

Reported: That the Training Week, 27th 
December - 4th January, was the largest ever 
held at the Guide House. 

That, in addition to the bequest of £400 to 
the Girl Guides' Association, Milts Mollie Hoff
meyer had bequeathed her typeWl'iter to the 
Girl Guides' Association, pre:ferably ifor use 
at the Guide House. 

That Miss D. Hayman would be able to a:;
tend the Empire Conference at Foxlease in 
July, 1947, subject to the allproval of G.I.S. 
(B) Committee. 

That Mrs. Buckley had resigned as a GUide 
Representative on the Associated Youth Com
mittee, and that Miss Peg Barr had agreed 
to act in hf;!r stead until the end of this year. 

That Miss Badus had accepted the editor
ship of "Matilda" for one year. 

Agreed: To grant Miss Mary Lambe leave 
of absence from the Executive Committee 
during her absence abroad. 

To ask the ~ederal Commissioner to send 
greetings to Her Royal Highness Princess 
Elizabeth for her 21st birthday. 

To accept the recommendation of the 
Finance Sub-Committee that a scheme for 
raising money through the sale of used stamps 
should be organised. 

To accept with regret the resignation of 
Mrs. Pledge as District Commissioner for 
Red Cliffs. 

At a special meeting of the Executive Com
mittee on 13th March, 1947, the Agenda for 
the Federal Council Meeting to be held in 
Tasmania in April was discussed. 

Routine and financial business was trans
acted. 

M. McL. Bunis, State Secretary. 

WARRANTS AND REGISTRATIONS. 
Captains: 

1st Benalla Company .. Mrs. E. C. Chapman 
1st Canterbury Coy ... Miss Nancy Golding 
1st Box Hill Coy ... Miss Dorothy Sennett 

Brown Owls: 
1st Newport Pack .. .. Mrs. E. Tweedley 

Tawny Owl: . 
1st Glen Iris Pack .. Miss Norma Carroll 

Registra tion : 
1st Mornington Pack. 

CANCELLATIONS. 
Commissioners: 

'Benalla District .. .. .. Mrs. H. Pledge 
Sunshine District .. •. Mrs. Stuart McKay 

Captains: 
2nd Elsternwick Coy .. Miss Pauline Greene 
1st Sunshine Coy. Miss Valda Ormiston 

Brown Owl: 
1st Sunshine Pack ..•.•• Mrs. Shields 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND 
DONATIONS. 

9 

The following amounts have been received 
during March, 1947:-

From Packs: 1st Parkville, 2nd ParkvilIe
total, 5/-. 

From Companies: 1st Box Hill, 1st Gar
diner, 13th Malvern, 1st North Melbourne, 
2nd Oakleigh, 1st Parkville, 2nd Parkville
total, £1/15/-. 

From LOCal Associations: East Malvern and 
Glen Iris, Meredith, Parkville and North Mel
bourne-total, £10/15/-. 

Other Donations: Miss J. Anderson, Mrs. 
George Blackwood, Miss J. Brown, Miss ¥. 
Drury, Mrs. J. Eddy, Miss M. Kilpatrick, 
Mrs. F. Kumm, Mrs. Edward Manifold, MiS. 
Sidney Myer, Myer EmporiUm Ltd., Mrs. C. 
MacDonald, Mrs. E. W. Outhwaite, Miss E. 
Payne, Mrs. J. K. Pearson, Mrs. E. Poolman, 
Miss E. Purnell, Mrs. G. Swinburne, Miss M. 
Warren-total, £52/16/6. 

EQUIPMENT DEPARTMENT 

Just Arrived - Limited Supplies Only 
"Here Come the Girl Guides," by Kitty 

Barne. Well illustrated. Covers the 
Girl Guide Movement from 1909 to 
1939. Each Company should own 
this splendid book .. .. .. .. .. .. ' 7/ 6 

"Philippa, P.L." Letters to a Patrol 
Leader. Very helpful; full of good 
ideas .. 1 / 6 

Brownie Berets .. .. .. . . .. 2 / 6 
Guide Hats .. .. .. . . . . .. 6 / 6 
Guider Hats .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 13 / -
Brownie Material, 36 in. per yd. 3/6 
Guide Material, 36 in. .. .. .. per yd. 3/6 

Patterns: 
Brownie . . .. " ... ' " ., 1/3 
Guide.. .. .. .. 1/ 6 
Ranger and Guider.. .. -< 1/8 

Buttons: 
Brown and Blue .. . . .. .. .. per doz. 4d. 

TieS: 
Brownie 1/6 
Guide .. 1 / 6 

Emblems .. .. .. .. 8d. 
State Badges (c10th) .. .. .. 8d. 
State Badges (enamel) .. .. 1 /6 

Whistles.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 /9 

Handy Soap Booklets, for hiking, camp-
ing, etc. .. .. .. •. .. for 2 books, lld. 
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AUTUMN 
Autumn is here again, with its soft days 

and nippy nights. Trails of low-lying mist 
wreathe the hills, and insinuate themselves 
into the valleys, and the country dwellers 
add spirals of smoke to the scenery from 
their "burning-off" operations. 

Jt is a time for hikers and picnickers, all 
intent on picking blackberries. The black
berry bushes are laden with fr~it-largc, 
black, juicy berr~es ready to drop .Into one's 
hand; indeed, thIs season the berries are. so 
large and numerous that in a v.ery short time 
one can fill a billy while standIng on the one 
spot. 

Then there is- the thrill of mushrooming, if 
one has the permission of the property owner 
to trespass over his paddocks. The farmer 
gets up very 'early in the morni~g if h~ wants 
mushrooms-w.hile the ground IS heavily wet 
with dew, or maybe still shrouded in moun
tain mist. He takes his baskets and collects 
the palc pink, brown or white mushrooms that 
are so delicious to eat. 

The deciduous trees flaunt vivid flags of 
colour until the winds come and whip all their 
leaves to the ground; the gumtrees are hung 
with ribbons of bark, and, though wildflowers 
are scarce, there are a number of orchids to 
be found in wooded paddocks, on heathery 
hillsides and in open grasslands. 

The dainty "Parson's Bands" (Eriochilus 
Autumnalis) favours grasslands, and its two 
spreading white petals will catch your eye. 
It's a very lovely little orchid, but to appre
ciate its full beauty and colour one needs to 
see it under a magnifying glass. The wee 
plant has a single leaf, and t~e slen~er, h~iry 
stem of four six or more Inches In height 
carries from ~ne to three white, or pink and 
white, flowers. . 

The well-known Greenhoods (Pterostylis) 
have some member of their species flowering 
in all months of the year, and one of those 
flowering at present is the Blunt-tongue Green
hood (Pterostylis Obtusa). The Obtusa has 
a single green flower with deeper green or 
brown markings, and its labellum is blunt and 
a reddish brown colour. The stem is about 
ten inches in length, with sev,eral stem leave I> 

-not an easy find in grassy places, but it 
helps one in the search, as it prefers rough 
hillside localities. 

-M.D. 

YOU'VE HELPED DUTCH BABIES ; 

Four delightful letters have come to the 
Guide Association in Victoria from the 
Netherlands. Apparently some of the baby 
clothes sent from Victoria to Britain have 
been forwarded to the Girl Guides' Associa
tion at the Hague, Holland, and from there 
distributed to expectant mothers, to whom 
the "little sweet flannel,'" the "little baby 
shirt," "the nice and fine warm blouse, a 
woollen one," are veritable godsends. 

Mrs. E. Karvers van Tholen (6 Chrysant
street Vlaardingen, Holland) says it was "a 
sensation, for I had never received a parcel 
out of a foreign country." Her home town 
is near Rotterdam, and there are 150 Guides 
and 60 Brownies. She has a boy of 7 and a 
daughter aged 18 months, besides the baby 
who was to come in December. During the 
war they lost "everything except their lives." 

Ex-Brown Owl Jette Hinsinga-van den Bosch 
(Ovischotschedyh LB., Eindhoven, Holland) 
writes that in Holland they are very, very 
short of all kinds of clothing and materials, 
especially wool, and, though tood rations are 
improving, t~ere are very few coupons for 
baby things; the ~nly issue see.~s to . be 6 
napkins and 2 skems of wool- that IS not 
much for our cold winters here." Imagine 
her gratitude for the gift from "our own 
Girl Guides all over the world." 

Mrs. Claske Berndes (c/o Het Neder
landsche Padvindstergilde, The Hague, Hol
land) says: "There are some clothes in the 
shops but it is much too dear, and we have 
not u{oney enough for it. So you can under
stand how glad I was with this blouse, and 
it looks so very neat, so it is marvellous." 
She is a Guider, and says "it is so fine to be 
helped -by your own 'sisters.''' 

There is another long letter, in very good 
English, from Mrs. EI. Spaan-Vorstman 
(Beeckzanglaan 78, Beverwijk, Holland), 
thanking us for baby clothes received for the 
baby girl, Kunera, born on 1st May, 1945. 
There are seven children in the family, of 
which she sends a snapshot. Enclosed were 
also two fascinating birth announcements, on 
such attractive little cards-all in Dutch, of 
course. Kunera was born a few days before 
the Allied armies liberated this part of Hol
land. 

These letters are so interesting, particu
larly the one from Mrs. Spaan-Vorstman, that 
I should like to suggest that Guiders might 
like to borrow them from Headquarters, show 
them to the Guides, and perhaps they might 
like to make further contact with these new 
friends bY' letters or gifts. 

Miss Burns has the letters, if you .wish to 
follow up this suggestion. 

-Editor. 
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Tale of the Tins, 'fins, Tins! 

The word ' ~parcel" seems to have taken on 
a new meaning in the last few years. So 
often it indicates Food Parcel. How we have 
juggled the tins to fit in the boxes, and neither 
the tins nor the boxes ever seem to be the 
right size! 

A few weeks ago members of the G.LS. 
(V.) Committee could be observed clustered 
round a large packing case, engaged in the 
usual juggling of tins, though on a large 
scale. How cleverly one fitted in the tin!" 
how thoroughly another crammed paper m 
the crevices! About £10 worth of food, soap 
and handicraft material was packed that 
night. Miss Dell Hayman took charge. of 
this package, and it left for England with 
her. Forty-nine other, smaller parcels were 
sent off to Europe by" G.LS. (V.) in March; 
we think you would like to know about these. 
Misse~ Hesketh, Baird, Ford-Smitli and God
son will receive four .each; and Dr. Ross, 
Misses Thomas, Keml?, Cohen, Kerner, Tucker, 
Hayman and Foott two each. 

The remaining seventeen were sent to 
Guiders in Holland, Poland, Norway, Greece, 
France and Switzerland, whose names were 
sent out to us by Miss Attwater of N.S.W. 
just after she attended the World Conference. 
And so those tins! juggled and otherwise, 
become links in the chain of world Guiding, 
fastened by a \;.I.S. clasp. 

OUR VOLUNTEERS ON THE MOVE 

Miss Godson and Miss Tucker left Britain 
on 27th February, the former to join Team 
136, of which Miss Hesketh is now Leader. 
Miss Tucker was to join R.S. II, the new 
Team in Schleswig, where Miss Cohen is also. 
The latter says army rations are a:dequate, 
but that they miss coffee and cocoa. \ 

. Miss Godson, writing to a N.S.W. Guider, 
says: "I have been asking what things are 
needed here. As far as D.P's. are concerned, 
as well as soap, their big need is leather for 
shoe soles, tacks and general shoe mending 
tools. Also women and girls want any sort 
of handicraft materials and felt for toy
making and paints for toys (if it is pack
able)." 

Miss Godson's address is: 
136 Relief Service Guides, 

Mil. Govt. Relief Dept.,. 
Brunswick, 

822 H.Q., C.C.G., 
British AI'my of Rhine. 

MiSs~Tucker and Godson went to the 
Sheath Divisional Thinking Day me~t!ng 
while s in England, and talked on GUldlOg 
in Australia and Malaya. Miss Godson at
tended a G.LS. Committee meeting in the 
Council Chamber at I.H.Q. 

Miss Kemp was to replace Miss Hesketh in 
Team 131, and Miss Thomas was to go to 
Team 107 at Gibhardshagen, 18 miles out of 
Brunswick. They were to leave for Germany 
on 21st March. _ 

Miss Kerner, formerly of S.A., is also with 
Team 107. . I 

Here are extracts of letters from Miss 
Kemp: "I am not allowed to wear a Sea 
Ranger Trefoil in G.LS. uniform, so had to 
buy two Guide Trefoils, one for tie and one 
for cap. G.LS. folk rank as officers in Ger
many, and thus are allowed officers' plivilegcs. 
We wear a blue stripe ncross both shoulders. 
Met Miss Hartley, who is a Team Leader ... 
she wears three blue stripes edged with gold. 
We were invited to have tea with Lady 
Gowrie, so went to Windsor for the day. Had 
tea in the dining-room, where Pl'incess Eliza
beth had dined just before going to South 
Africa. If we go to a Team doing Guiding, 
we will take our Gujde overalls. Apparently 
as a Volunteer is ready and waiting, she re
places someone coming home for leave or to 
finish up. It seems most of the Volunteers 
here only have six months' leave from their 
jobs to give G.LS." 

News from Miss Thomas (Victoria), dated 
18 /2/ 41:-:"We eventually arrived at Tilbury 
at 4 p.m.; it was very dark and cold and snow
ing, and we were not allowed to disembark 
until Service personnel and wives had gone. 
. .. On arrival at 'St. Pancras we were busy 
looking for a taxi when two Guiders from the 
G.I.S. Office bore down on us, picked up our 
cases and led the way. They have a flat in 
Belgrave Square which is intended to become 
a Club for British and Overseas Guiders .... 
'Our Ark,' whe:.;e we were for three nights, 
is ver.y comfortable and interesting, as 80 
many International people stay there. We 
were in 'Ceylon' room, which is right at the 
top and overlooks Palace Street. . . . It was 
Thursday that Miss Ward told us we might 
as well' make ourselves useful, so Nancy 
(Kemp) has gone to Pax Hill, and I'm here 
(Trefoil School, Scotland) for a fortnight. 
I came up here on Monday. Left London 
at 10 a.m., and reached Edinburgh at 7 p .m., 
only an hour late. It was an hour on the bus, 
and I was cold! The snow is very heavy all 
around, and has not yet started to thaw." 

11 /3/47 .--i"W e are at present staying at 
Kensington, having taken over the bed-sitting 
room vacated by Godson and Tucker. We 
have been here a week, and, in spite of ration
ing, are managing very well. ... Nancy has 
been having driv,ing lessons on large lorries. 
. .. Yesterday kady Somers came up as we 
were leaving H.Q. restaurant .... We are 
going down to Pax Hill for the day on Sun
day." 

For mOl'e news of Miss Thomas at the Tre
foil School see the EXtension Page. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN FLAG 
.. 

(Continued) 

Making the Flag.-Part 2. 

The First Hundred Years: 

1503,---~--1603. 

One hundred years went by, but the fight
ing stilI went on. 

A. The Four Countries: 
1: Terra Incognita Australis - the Land 

Unknown of tbe South. 
Sailors of Portugal had already discovered 

the seaway to the East Indies, round the 
south o:fl Africa; they built fortresses and 
trading stations on Java, Borneo, Sumatra, 
and other islands. . 

They saw and named the Southern Cross of 
stars, and learnt to use it for finding the 
north-south line to take direction. 

Towards the end of this century, Spain con
quered Portugal, and then the Dutch over
powered the fleet of Spain and took control 
of the East Indian Islands; they held them 
until 1947, when the Republic of Indonesia 
has been proclaimed under the protection of 
the Netherlands. (The Dutch are the people 
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, or Hol
land, as it is usually, but inaccurately, called.) 
On their voyages to the East Indies, the Dutch 
/lailors found that if, after they passed th':! 
south of Africa, they kept a long way! easterly 
before they turned to the north, good winds 
and currents would shorten the voyage for 
them. 

From the Indies they sent ships exploring 
to the south and east; they were looking for 
new lands that would yield gold and silks 
and spices for their trade. They hoped to 
find the Unknown Continent of the South, 
and to find it a great country, as rich as the 
islands of the Indian Sea. On some of their 
maps the line of a distant coast appeared. 

2. Scotland: 
This was a tragic century for the Kings and 

Queens of Scotland. The family name of the 
Kings and Queens was Stewart, and each one 
died a violent or tragic death. They were: 
J ames IV, reported wounded, believed killeu, 

after the battle of Flodden Field. 
Only ten years after his marriage to 

. Princess Margaret of England, James IV 
led an army into England. King Henry 
VIII of England sent the Earl of SurreY 
with an army to stop him, and the English 
defeated the Scots at Flodden, in Northum
berland. (See Edinburgh after Flodden, or 
Marmion, by Sir Walter Scott.) 

James V, died of illness and anxiety after a 
battle against the English late in the reigl1 
of Henry VIII of England. (He is the hero 
of The Lady of the Lake, by Sir Walter 
Scott.) 

Mary, Queen of Scots, deposed by her own 
'people, fled to England and asked Queen 
Elizabeth to protect her. 

Elizabeth kept her a prisoner in Fother
ingay Castle, Yorkshire, for 19 years. 

Then she was persuaded that Mary WitS 

the head of Roman Catholic and Spani"h 
underground that was plotting against her. 
She ordered Mary to be behea~ed. 

J ames VI was King in name from the time he 
was a child, but the Lords had most of the 
power. 

3. England: 

The family name of the Kings and Queens • 
of England was Tudor. 

Henry VII was followed by his son, Henry 
VIII. 

Henry VIII was followed by his three chil
dren, Edward, Mary, Elizabeth. Edward was 
the youngest, but he became King before his 
sisters became Queens because he was the 
son. 

Henry VIII united the Governments vi 
WaleI' and England. 
. Henry' VIII took the title King of Ireland 
lllstead of Lord of Ireland, but still governed 
only a small part of the island, that was close 
round Dublin. 

The hostility between England and Scot
land has been described under "Scotland." 

4. Ireland: 

During this century Ireland was united Ly 
conquest. Henry VIn took the title King 
of Ireland. 

Queen Elizabeth conquered Ireland to pre
vent the Spaniards from conquering the coun
try and using it as a base to attack England. 

By the end of her reign, all the Irish Chief
tains but two had promised to be loyal to her 
government. 

NO CHILD OF HENRY VIII HAD A 
CHILD. 

WHEN QUEEN ELIZABETH DIED, IN 

1603, THERE WAS NO HEIR IN i:NGLAND 

TO THE THRONES OF ENG~AND AND 
IRELAND. 

Making the Flag.-Part 2. 
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The Events: 
1603-1606: The Union of Three Crowns. An 

Unknown Coast is found. 
1603-1606: King Henry VII's plan for Peace 

begins to work out. The Queen is dead! 
Long live the King! 

1603 March: The Court Physician looked up 
frbm the bedside of the Queen and sig
nalled to the Minister of State. 

Sir Robert Carey made all speed to 
horse and rode post haste along the Great 
North Road-to Edinburgh, where the 
King of Scotland was waiting for thL! 
news. 

Elizabeth, Queen of England and of 
Ireland, had died, and almost the last time 
she had spoken had acknowledged the 
King of Scotland as her heir. 

So, after one hundred years, King 
iHenry's plan for peace began to WQ1'k 

out. 
King James VI of Scotland, great; 

grandson of Princess Margaret and King 
James IV, became King of England and 
of Ireland. 

King James made ready at once, and 
was soon upon his way towards the South. 
He had scarcely been crowned in LondJI1 
when the two last of the Irish Chieftains 
arrived to promise to be loyal to him; !:o 
'for the first time the King of England, 
who was King of Scotland too, was ac
tually the ruler of the whole of heland. 

1606: A New Flag Flies. 
James VIth of Scotland and 1st of 

England began to call himself King of 
Great Britain-a translation of the al1-
icient name for the island as a whole-
and in 1606 the heralds made a new flag 
for him, to represent this new title. Thcy 
put the cross of St. Andrew for Scotland, 
and the cross of St. George for England, 
upon the same flag; a special flag for 
the King himself to use, for he alone 
represented what union there might be 

• between the two kingdoms. 
So the first Union Jack was made. 

Note.-The harp of Ireland was put upon 
the King's Coat of Arms, as it was difficult 
to include in one design with the flags of 
Scotland and England. 

1606: An Unknown Coast is Seen. 
And in that same year a Spanish Cap

tain called Torres, sailing southward '.If 
New Guinea, saw a headland that no 
white man had ever seen before; and a 
Dutch Captain, in his ship, the Duyfkcn 
(Little Dove), sailed down the unknown 
coast as far as Cape Keerweer. (Keer
weer is Dutch for Farewell.) The head
land is Cape York. 

-G.H.S. 

THINKING DAY 

Greetings from Hungary. 
An attractive card, showing a happy group 

of small children clustered round a smiling 
Guide, has arrived: 

"With all best wishes to all our Australian 
Girl Guide sisters. (Sgd.) Rose Zimmermann, 
The League of Hungarian Girl Scouts, Buda
pest Prater-u 17 VIn (Hungary).tt 

We hope several Companies will make a 
gesture of friendliness by responding with 
thanks and messages for the Guides of Hun
gary. Do it now! 

INTERNATIONAL SCOUT AND 
GUIDE FOLK DANCE FESTIVAL 

Preparations are being made for Scout an':! 
Guide Folk Dance teams from Belgium, 
Czechqslovakia, Denmark, France, Hollan.:!, 
Norway, Switzerland and the United States 
~o visit Great Britain in July, 1947. 

. They will give performances in London and 
in several provincial towfls in England, and 
also in Scotland. 

In connection with the Folk Dance Festival 
there will be camps round London to which 
one Guide from every district in the British 
Isles is being invited. It is expected that the 
total number will be about 2000. Theile 
GUldes wilI go to London to see the Folk 
Dance performances, and to take part in the 
Mal'ch Past and Church Parades which are 
being arranged for Sunday, 20th July, whil!h 
will be the culminating events of the FestivaL 

RANGERS 
SWIMMING. 

Swimming classes are being arranged dur
ing the winter months. Full details appear 
on the Camping page. Join in if you can 
possibly manage it. 
INTERSTATE RANGER CAMPS, N.s.W. 

December, 1947· January, 1948. 
Qualifications for Victorian Representatives. 

Each applicant must be recommended as a 
suitable representative of Victorian Rangers 
by her own Company or Crew. 

She must have been a member of a Ranger 
Company or Crew for at least one year, and 
be not more than 20 years on 1st November 
1947. ' 

She must be a good all-round Camper. 
She must be in good health and have a 

high standard of physical fitness. 
Applications must be in not later than 1st 

October, 1947; application forms may be ob. 
tained from the Commissioner for Rangers. 
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WALKABOUT SING-SONG, 

By Weringerong. 

"Dull earth with all its cares must pass aw·'lY, 
But our roundelay, but our roundelay, but our 

. roundelay, 
Never will end." 

-The Round. 

Rounds are fascinating things! They're 
simply irresistible! And, seeing that there's 
never a camp-fire without them, it is as well 
that we give a little thought to their construc
tion. A Round is not, as I have been told by 
one youthful enthusiast, "a SOIlg when we all 
sing different things at the same time." It 
is a "short vocal piece in which three or foul' 
voices follow each other round in unison. 
When the first voice has completed the rhyth
mical sentence the second voice enters, the 
first continuing the melody as an accompani
ment ... " and so on. 

The earliest example of a Round is the 13th 
Century "Summer is i-cumen In.'' F,or sim
plicity of form we shall begin with the Danish 
Round, "Music Shall Live," in three parts . .. 
"All things shall perish from under the sky: 

Music alone shall live, music alone shall live, 
Music alone shall live, never shall die." 
If you have a look at the music, you will 

see where each voice enters. Incidentally, the 
Round I have used as an intro'duction is also 
sung to this tune. 

"Fare Thee Well," of German origin, ha~ 
four parts: 

"Fare thee well, 
Luck go with thee, 
When I'm far 
Remember me." 

And now "The Pealing Bells," another four
part Round, is a little more difficult: 

"I love to heal' the pealing bells, the pea:- ' 
ing bells. 

The merry little chiming bells, the meTl'Y 
little chiming bells, the merry little 
chiming bells. 

The clanging, wrangling, banging bells, 
The big, low, slow bells." 

Care must be taken to give each note its 
COl'l.'ect value. If difficulty arises, I can only 
suggest that you count or tap out the time 
WI you can sing it correctly in unison. This 
applies to any song, and I can assure you thet 
no effort in this direction is ever wasted. 

Now that the bells have ceased to ring, shall 
we conclude with something that brings with 
it the breath of the countryside in the spring
time, when lanes are green with new life, uno 
high in the cloudless sky the skylark, so be
loved of English poets, sings. But not alone 
to England does the lark sing; the people of 
the Netherlands know him well, and it is from 
there that this two-part Canon comes. The 
only difference between a Round and a Canon 

is that, in the latter, the successive parts 
enter without regard to the close of a phra3e. 

"I heard the merry lark at dawn sing out 
his song so sweet and clear, 

And, as he sang, my heal·t rejoiced with 
gladness and good cheer. 

Tra la la la la la la, tra la la la la la la, 
Tra la l~ la la la.Ia la la." 

Yes, Rounds are fascinating! Such friendly 
happy things! The ideal opening for th~ 
camp-fire. Don't you think so? 

Good singing, Guides. 

GUIDE HOUSE WORKING BEE 

Thel'e will be another Working Bee on 21st 
and 22nd June at Guide House. Work will be 
done in the garden, so if you can come write 
to Jean Barclay, 37 George Street, East Mel
lrourne, before 6th June. Please say if you 
can come in the morning or afternoon. The 
fee is 10 /-. 

MALTA APPEAL 

Previously acknowledged , . .. £114 9 6 
10th Geelong Company .. 1 0 () 

2nd Canterbury Company .. 0 3 6 
BoolaTl'a L,A. .. .. .. 2 0 0 
1st Merlynston Company .. , , o 13 1 
Oakleigh and Murrumbeel1a L.A. 1 0 0 
1st Port Fairy Company .. o 10 0 
1st Warrnambool Company o 10 0 
2nd Warrnambool Company o 10 0 
5th Caulfield Company 1 0 0 

Total at 9/4/47 .. £121 16 ' 1 

-V. M. Brett. 
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THE GUIDES OF GREECE 

Their Guide House. 

Dear "Matilda," 

I have just been visiting here in Athens, 
and I think you might like to hear of my 
travels. 

IThe Greek Guides, after a tremendous 
effort and great hard work, have opened their 
Guide House at Kifissia, about 15 miles out 
of Athens. The countr'y there is rather like 
Macedon, particularly in this autumn/winter 
time, :with bare branches and red berries and 
ploughed fields, and low foothills rising to 
Mount Parnes. It was an old house, occupied 
successively by the Italians, Germans and 
British Army, and they have whitewashed it 
all themselves. The big sittingroom is rather 
like our Victorian Guide House, with a big 
open fireplace and plum-coloured matting on 
the floor. All the furnishings are most ecu
nomical and ingenious-the two main things 
which strike one are the simplicity and eco
nomy of the furnishings and the tremendous 
sense of comradeship and achievement. One 
of the contributing causes of the feeling of 
comradeship is the obvious link with other 
Guides. The blankets were given by Ameri 
can Girl Scouts, the rations came mostly 
from Canada, and so on. I feel it would be 
good if Victoria could give something as an 
international gesture-perhaps a picture or 
some photographs of the Guide House (ll' 

Guide activities! 

There were some thh,ty Commissioners 
there, from all over Greece, and in these pre
sent times of internal fight in&" that is a tre
mendous tribute to Guiding. They are all 
tremendously keen, and are working together 
in patrols--'lTIuch as we do. 

As well, there were six or seven Rangel's 
from Athens to help in teaching songs (they 
had a flute, a violin and an accordion, and 
did play weIl), and dances. The Greek Guideg 
are very keen on national dances, and very, 
very good. They are also seeking to record 
and teach the old songs, many of which have 
been forgotten. The Guides are becoming 
known for their dancing, and usuaIly they 
are the people who dance in the square on 
special national festivals;-like St. George's 
Day and OXI day (OXI means NO, and this 
commemorates the day the Greeks barred the 
way to the Italians), and St. Dimitrio's Day. 
They wear their national costume, wilich 
varies in each district and island. 

From all this you will realise how appro
priate their badge is-the phoenix in the tre
foil, rising from the ashes of its dead self. 
Greek Guiding to-day is a vital living force. 
It matters tremendously in every-day life, and 
has a great influence on all its members. 
Guiding is one of the very few forces in 

Greece to-day which is untouched by politi.:s, 
and for this reason it has a very special im
portance. 

Love to "Matilda" and its readers, from 
Sydney Foott. 

PATROL LEADERS' PAGE 
(Continued from page 16.) 

Have you a Patrol Logbook? These are 
grand fun to look back on later, so start one 
now. Take it in turns to write about your 
outings, and encourage everyone to look for 
news of Nature to enter into it. Snaps of the 
Patrol are fine if someone is lucky enough to 
have a camera, and, if you have an artist, SI) 
much the better. The Patrol will probably 
be full of ideas for entries once the book is 
started. 

Hiking is something which gets into your 
blood. The more you walk through the bush
lands, the further you wish to go, just as 
Gerald Gould says in that poem ' you learnt 
at school- Wanderthirst: 

"I know not where the white road runs, nor 
what the blue hills are, 

'But a man can have the sun for friend , 
and for his guide a star, 

And there's no end of voyaging when once 
the voice is heard, 

For the river calls and the road calls, and, 
oh! the call of a bird!" 

And the more you hike the more you'll hear 
that call to see over the next hill. 

Good hiking, P.L's! 
-Gayardaree. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

Under this heading, in the April issue, were 
printed the alterations in Tenderfoot and 
Second Class Tests, as published in "THE 
GUIDER" (January). In the March issue of 
"THE GUIDER" the following correction was 
published:-

SECOND CLASS (add):-

"Before the award of the Second Class 
Badge a Guide must show that she is trying 
hard to keep the three-fold Promise." 

-Sheila M. McLeod. 

Only consider the sands of time! If you 
spend but fifteen minutes a day with some
thing you do not half respect, you give-let 
me see-seventy-four and a half hours a year 
to it.-From "A Book of Hours," by Donald 
Culross Peattie. 
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PATROL 
LEADERS~ 

PAGE 

PATROL HIKING 

" ... Leave the road to the motor car, 
The side track to the bike, 

And pack up your dinner in your haver
sa!!k, 

And hike, hike, hike!" 

Doesn't that song just express ' your feel
ings thi~ lovely autumn weather? It isn't 
too hot and it isn't too cold, and there are so 
many wonderful things you can see in the 
bush just now-that is, if you look for them! 

Patrol hiking is fun, and is a wonderful 
way of getting to know your Pat~·o~, . but for 
you as P.L. it is also a responslblhty, and 
one which you cannot take lightl~. Just as 
Captain is responsible when she ta~es the 
Company out, so you are responsIble for 
your Patrol outings. 

There are things you must do before yon 
go-Captain must know all about it, and your 
District Commissioner should also know when 
and where you are going. Be sure your 
Guides explain to their parents that it is 
a Patrol hike, and that they will be home at 
a definite time. This is most important. 
When you are planning your programme give 
yourself plenty of time to get home by the 
hour you stated, o~herwise you'll. have all , the 
parents very worned about their daughters, 
and that isn't the impression you want to 
make, is it? 

With recruits it is just as well to see that 
they write down all t~e necess~ry details, so 
that their mothers wIll know Just what you 
intend to do because a Tecruit who hasn't 
been hiking 'or has only been once or tWIce, 
doesn't kno~ enough about it to explain at 
home. If you are at all doubtful about the 
recruit's ability to explain, it would be nice 
to go and see her mother yourself. 

What Patrol Equipment do you take? 
Firstly, you must have your First Aid Kit. 
No P .L. ever takes her Patrol on any outing 
without that very necessary part 01 her 
equipment. Check it up before you go, too; 

perhaps that bandage you used last time 
hasn't been replaced, or you may have used 
all the carbo soda when Sally burnt her hand 
at the Company hike last week. Secondly, 
there is your cleaning kit for shoes and your 
clothes brush. Remember you have to travel 
home again, and particularly if you travel 
by tram or train you must be neat and tidy. 
The people who see you won't stop to think 
"She's got dusty shoes because she's been 
hiking," or "The dust on her uniform is from 
the stalking game she played," and what they 
see is the impression they are going to have 
of Guiding as a whole. 

IThese things may be shared out amongst 
the Patrol. There is no need for you to carry 
them all. Each Guide will need her overcoat 
and a groundsheet. If she hasn't a ground. 
sheet a folded newspaper is very good. 

When you are planning your menus, do you 
always all have stew or all have chops, or 
do you vary occasionally by letting< each 
Guide bring all her own requirements? .It 
is fun to have a change occasionally, and the 
latter idea gives your Guides good practice 
for the time when they must plan their Fir:;t 
Class Hike or Cookery Test. 

Now that the fire -restrictions have been 
lifted for the winter months, we can onre 
more cook our meals outdoors, but, althoul{h 
the official restrictions have passed for the 
present, Guide restrictions are never lifted. 
Care with a fire can never be overdone. The 
terrible bushfires which have ravaged our 
country should be a less,on to everyone, but 
I'm afraid too many people have very short 
memories, and so, from her very first hik'o', 
a Guide should understand the great need 
for care with a fire. I don't mean you must 
necessarily do it yourself-how would you 
ever teach your Patrol their firelighting jf 
you did ?-but just be SUTe that whoever is 
in charge of the fire is taking all the pre
cautions she should. 

What is a hike without games? And here 
are a couple of Nature games which you may 
find useful on that next hike:-

Send each Guide away to collect a leaf or • 
flower or seedpod. When each one has re
turned, they all exchange specimens and then 
have to try and find the tree from which their 
new specimen came, and bring back a piece 
of the bark. If they find the correct tree 
give them a point, and an extra point if they 
can name it. The time limit is up to you. 

Or, maybe, you could give them a certain 
time to find a tree or bush with an unusual 
leaf. Each one draws her leaf on a piece of 
paper, and these are exchanged. The Guides 
then try to find the tree or bush from which 
the drawn leaf has come. Points may he 
awarded in the same way. 

Don't overdo the games during the day. 
Remember that your smallest recruit has to 
walk ho~e afterwards, and it doesn't do your 
older GUides any good to be completely tired 
out by a hike. Insist on a rest during the 
afternoon. 

(Continued on -page 15.) 
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