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. PRINCESS ELIZABETH'S 
DEDICATION TO SERVICE 

Extracts from Princess Elizabeth's broad
cast speech on her twenty-first birthday are 
reproduced here, as it is felt that reference to 
her wise words cannot fail to inspire us with 
"unwavering faith, high courage and a quiet 
heart." 

"This is a happy day for me, but it is al~o 
one that brings serious thoughts-thoughts of 
life looking ahead, with all its challenge and 
with all its.. opportunity. At such a time it 
is a great help to know there are multitudes 
of friends all round the world who are think" 
ing of me, who wish me well. 1 am grateful 
and deeply moved .... 

"Although there are none of my father's 
subjects whom I don't wish to greet, r am 
thinking especially to-day of all the young 
men and women who were born about the 
same time as myself, and have grown up, like 
me, in the terrible and glorious years of the 
Second World War. Now that we are coming 
to manhood and womanhood, it is surely a 
great joy to us all to think we shall be able 
to take some of the burden off the shoulders 
of our elders, who fought, worked and suf
fered to protect our childhood. 

"We must not be daunted by the anxieties 
and hardships the war left behind. I am sure 
you will see our difficulties in the light I see 
them-as a great opportunity for you and me. 
If we all go forward together with unwaver
ing faith, high courage and quiet heart, we 
shall be able to make of this ancient Com
monwealth an even grander thing-a more 
free, prosperous, happy and more powerful 
influence for good in the worlq-than it has 
been in the greatest days of our forefathers. 

"There is a motto which has been borne 
by many of my ancestors--a noble motto, 'I 
serve,' Those words were an inspiration to 

many bygone heirs to the throne when they 
made their knightly dedication as they came 
to manhood. 

"I cannot do quite as they did, but through 
the invention of science I can do what was 
not possible for any of them. I can make my 
solemn act of dedication with the whole 
Empire listening. 

"I should like to make this dedication now 
It is very simple. 

"I declare before you all that my whole life, 
whether it be long or shOTt, shall be devoted 
to your service and to the service of our 
great Imperial family, but I shan't have the 
strength to carry out this resolution alone 
unless you join in it with me as I now invite 
you to do. I know your support will be un
failingly given. 

"God help me to make good my vow, and 
God bless all of you who are wllling to share 
in it." 

Guides who did not read the Magazine Sec
tion of "The Argus" of 23rd April will be 
interested in the following paragraph, which 
appeared in that issue: 

"Perhaps the gesture which won Princess 
Elizabeth greatest popularity during the 
Royal South African tour occurred when, 
with Princess Margaret, she inspected the 
native Girl Guides at Maseru, in Basutoland. 

"Few people can help drawing back at the 
thought of lepers, but Elizabeth, when she 
heard that there were forty leper Guides ill 
a bus, immediately went on her own initiative 
and walked as closely round the bus as she 
was allowed, saying: 'They came out to see 
me, and they must have the chance.' 

"That story spread all over the Basuto
land native bush teleg'l'aph within a few 
hours." 

t 
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FEDERAL .PRESIDENT 

Members of the Guide Movement will be 
interested to hear that Her Excellency Mrs. 
W. J. McKell has consented to be Federal 
President of the Girl Guides' Association of 
Australia. 

She is the fifth GoveTllor-General's wife to 
hold this appo'intment. 

SIBYL CHAUVEL, State Commissioner. 

THE CHIEF GUIHE 

Plans are as yet tentative, rd.epending in 
the first place on sailing dates. 

- . 
The Chief Guide hopes to sail from Eng

land at the end of JUly'. After visiting 
Western Australia and South Australia, she 
expects to go to New South Wales and Queens
land, thence to Tasmania, and is, we hope, 
to be in Victoria at the end of November. 

THE GYMKHANA 

Everyone seems to have enjoyed it; it cer
tainly was "a good show," and the G.irl Guides' 
Association may well be proud of th~s e?Cample 
of co-operation and careful organlsatlon. 

The weeks of preparation by those resp0l!s
ible for the various sections were crowned Wlth 
_high success, and the amount of the procee~3, 
approximately £1400, seems a very sahs
factory one. 

The day, though not sunny, was fine, a,nd 
the appearance of the Reserve was attractive 
and colourful. The stalls and kiosks prese~ted 
an array of useful goods in tremendous varIety 
-from the most exquisite needlework to ser
viceable kettle-holders, freshly-gathered vege
tables flowers and fruit; jams, pickles; seed
lings, ' plants; dolls' clothes, i~cluding ~inia
ture sets of satin undies, with lIttle brassIeres; 
ready-packed parcels of Food for Britain; and 
the State Council's cakes, which almost took 
one's breath away with surprise at the infinite 
variety and obvious lusciousness. A hoopla, 
a merry-go-round, and some original "dips'" 
had constant queues. 

All day there was something happ~ning to 
interest and amuse. The horses takmg part 
in the ring events were a delight to watch, 
and it was exciting even to see them descend
ing from the floats in which they arrived on 
the ground. The pedigree dogs entered for 
the competitions were magnificent animals, 

and were a very popular section of the 
"sights," while much amusement was created 
for those who eagerly watched the judging 
of the "non-pedigree" competition. 

Not only was there plenty to see, but also 
plenty to eat, and the refreshment section 
did a roaring trade at the ice-cream and hot
dog stall, while morning and afternoon tea, 
and lunch, were obtainable in two huge mar
quees, where the Rangers did valiant work 
in dealing with a constant stream of people. 

Lady Dugan, our State President, took the 
Salute on the dais when about 2000 Guides and 
Brownies marched past. The uniformed file::!, 
marching three-deep in Divisions, headed by 
their Colours, provided a colourful spectacle, 
appreciatively applauded by the public. 

It is only by means of good preliminary 
organisation and responsive co-operation from 
all concerned that a big affair like the Gym
khana can be carried out successfully, and 
the thanks of the Girl Guides' Association are 
due to the many people, outside the Movement 
as well as members, who helped to make the 
day memorable. We offer special thanks to 
Mr. R. Hawking, who organised the horse 
section and helped in many other ways to
wards the smooth running of the whole plan; 
to Mrs. G. J. Coles, who took over the respon
sibility for the dog section; to Mr. W. E. Hogg, 
who undertook the arduous task of Honorary 
Treasurer, and who, with his Rover crew, did 
valiant and backbreaking work .erecting and 
dismantling the marquees (very kindly lent 
by the Caulfield Returned Soldiers' League) 
and lending their strength in all sorts of ways. 

Within the Movement we should like to 
mention the excellent support given by so 
many Local Association members, and the 
consistently reliable job done so cheerfully by 
the Rangers, not only in the refreshment sec
tion, but as "general utilities." 

We do not offer public thanks to the Guide 
folk, whose contribution of thought and hard 
work is given happily as an expression of 
their Guide membership; but their service is 
appreciated none the less. 

-Editor. 

GUIDE HOUSE BIRTHDAY 

Did you know that Thursda,y, 19th June, 
is the Guide House's Birthday? That is the 
day we took over the property in 1938. 

Would you like to give a little party in 
your home that night, collect a small con
tribution fr<1m each guest (show them pic
tures of the place to arouse their enthusiasm!) 
and send the money to the Guide House Trea
surer? 

-F. V. Barius. 
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THE SIGNPOST PAGE 

THE FIRST CLASS TEST 

"READ A MAP." 

"I am told that there are people who do 
not care for maps, and find it hard to believe. 
The names, the shapes of the woodlands, the 
courses of the roads and rivers; here is an 
inexhaustible fund of interest for "any man 
with eyes to see or twopenceworth of imagina
tion to understand with!"-R. L. Stevenson. 

Have our Guides these eyes and this imagi
nation? I believe so, but it is up to us tv 
train them how to use both. A book is simply 
a collection of meaningless scrawls to the child 
until he learns to put the letters together and 
make them into words. The marks on a map 
are equally meaningless until one has learnt 
how to use them. 

The rl!ading of a map 'can be tested with 
any map of a well-known make, though the 
Military Survey maps are the best, and can 
be obta·inE!d. again by the general public. It is 
an interesting fact that the Ordnance Survey 
maps (the term Ordnance indicates the mi~i
tary origin of the. Survey) of Great Britam 
came into being soon after thQ '45 rebellion, 
when the need for accurate maps was first 
realised during the campaigns in the wild 
parts of Scotland, the first survey being com
pleted about 1755. The important things that 
the Guide should be able to pick out from the 
study of a map of any locality are direction, 
distance and description of the area. 

Direction.-iThe first thing we expect a map 
to tell us is where a road, river, track, rail
way, etc., will lead us; so the first thing the 
Guide shoud look for is the compass direction. 
Do you see why it is necessary to learn to 
use a. compass before starting to read a map? 
As a rule you will find the map is printed 
with True North at the top, altho'llgh this 
fact cannot be taken for granted. Roman 
maps had the South to the top, and medieval 
maps the East. Whatever system is used, 
however, no map is of much practical value 

unless it can be placed so that the directions 
on it correspond to the directions on the sut'
face of the land-that is, North on the map 
corresponds to the direction in which the 
North really is. The first thing then is to 
"set" the map. This may be done in four 
different ways:-

(1) With a compass. Place the compass over 
the magnetic north line on the map and re
volve map and compass together until the 
needle, when at rest, points in the line of the 
magnetic north. 

(2) By finding the north-south line by 
means of the sun or stars, and placing the 
map to correspond with this. 

(3) By means of two objects which can te 
identified on the map and ground. Arrange 
the map so that a straight line joining the 
two objects on the map coincides with an 
imaginary line joining the two objects on the 
ground. 

(4) If there is on the ground some straight 
feature, such as a railway or road, the map 
can be set by arranging it so that the re
presentation of the feature on the map is 
parallel with the actual object. 

Distance or Scale.-This is the second thing 
to look for, for without it the map is merely 
a vague sketch, giving no idea of distances. 
It, too, can be shown in a variety of ways: 

(1) By stating, in words, that the scale is, 
for instance, "half-inch to one mile." 

(2) By a line divided up into miles, 01' 
fractions of miles, d(awn at the bottom of 
the map. The length of a mile on this line 
corresponds to the distance covered by a mile 
on the map. 

(3) By a fraction, such as 1 / 63,360, writ
ten at the base or side of the map. This is 
called the Representative Fraction (in this 
age of mitials usually referred to as the R.F.). 
In the case given above it means that 1 inch 
on the map represents 63,360 inches-that is, 
one mile, on the ground. 

-"Tul-Kara." 
(To be continued.) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Guiders ' Conference:"""25th - 26th October. (It 
is hoped to make the Conference residential.) 

Chief Guide's Visit--End of November (ap
proximately) . 

Miss Cobham's Visit - Approximately 26th 
December to 2nd February (for details see 
under "Training"). 

ENGLISH FOLK DANCE CLASSES 

Don't forget that the first of these classes 
ill on Monday, !nd June, at 7.30 p.m., at Mrs. 
Swinburne's home~ 41 Kinkora Road, Glen
ferrie. 

The cost of classes depends on the number 
enrolling, but is usually 10/- per term of ten 
lessons, or 1/6 per class. 

• 
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DO YOU EVER READ .1 

The "VICTORIAN SCOUT'" is the brother
magazine of "MATILDA." Can you borrow 
copies from a brother-Scouter? You will find 
it interesting and helpful. 

The April issue (it appears on 15th of the 
month) contained several articles of special 
interest to Guiders. 

Camp-minded Guiders. would be interested 
in scrutinising carefully the marks allotted 
to the 15 Troops competing in the Cohen Shield 
Competition. The points on which they were 
tested were: Erection of tents; arrangements 
for cooking, eating, administration; hygiene; 
daily inspection; gadgets; rationing and cook
ing; clean-up of camp site; scoutiness and 
simplicity; inspection of uniforms; pioneer
ing; signalling; mapping and estimation; 
ambulance; camp fire items. 

Mr. A. R. Macneil's article on tree recogni
tion (part of Second Class Scout Test) makes 
the 400-odd varieties of eucalyts, and 500-odd 
wattles look far less fearsome, divided up into 
families. This is his last cheerful sentence: 
"The more you know about our own trees, the 
better fun being in the bush is. Remember, 
our eyes are to SEE with." 

In the article on St. George's Day we read 
that the Founder, as early as February, 1914, 
hoped "to get St. George's Day adopted as the 
day on which Scoutmasters, Commissioners, 
Patrol Leaders and Scouts will look up their 
instructions, read through their handbooks 
and renew their promises .... " A year later 
the idea was developed: "It was a good ocea
sion for reminding Scouts of the spiritual side 
underlying their Scouting activities," Here 
is a thought-provoking sentence, which ends 
the article:-

"St. George's Day will not be adequately 
kept unless the higher ideals underlying all 
our pTactical Scouting are stressed. . . . it 
took great courage to tear down the edict 
enacting the death penalty, and even more to 
face Diocletian, but quite frequently hardly 
less courage is required from our Scouts to 
keep the Promise they and we have made. 
The first part of the Promise may present 
very special problems of courage. Anything 
that we can do to help will assuredly not be 
wasted." 

" MISS" 

Aftel' 15th June you will be able to see the 
first number of this new magazine for girls 
between 11 and 15 years of age. It is being 
published' by the Girl Guides' Association, 
New South Wales. 

In our last issue we told you a little of the 
proposed contents. Will you mention- the 
matter again to your Guides, and watch for 
copies on sale. The price is to be 6d. per 
copy, monthly, or 7/- per year, posted. 

A PLOT OF YOUR OWN 
Have you ever thought of having a little 

orchid patch of your own? To find and trans
plant our native orchids is quite an adven
ture, as orchids do not grow easily when 
transplanted, and there is a great deal of 
hopeful expectancy awaiting the coming sea
son, to discover whether one's plants have 
decided to settle in where one planted them. 

Of course, orchids are a protected wild
flower, so always remember, even when picking 
blooms, to gather only two or three of a 
species, and to pick with care, not tearing 
up the roots in your haste. When wishing 
to dig up a plant, take extra care to dig some 
inches away from the stem, so that you get 
a good ball of earth around the tuber, which 
is a great help to it when ydU plant it in your 
own plot, as the tuber then has some of its 
own "home town" to rely on while it gets 
used to its new surroundings. 

You must choose your site carefully, and 
remember to leave the ground in its natural 
state. Wildflowers are not used to being 
raked and hoed, also they do not want or 
need fertilizers or manure. If you have a 
gUIlj-tree in your garden, it is at the foot 
of the gum-tree I would suggest you plant 
your orchids. . 

My own orchid patch is perhaps not two 
feet square, but it is at the foot of an old 
eucalypt, and I consider that it is a great 
success, even though the spiders and helmets 
that I planted have never grown. Five varie
ties flourish in that wee corner,. and the 
maroon Greenhoods (Pterostylis Pedunculata) 
threaten to take over the site altogether, as 
this morning I counted as many as eighteen 
small plants. Three plants of the Superb 
Greenhood (Pterostylis Grandi:flora) should be 
in :flower now, but some wretched insect has 
nipped them in the bud. Then there is a 
variegated Nodding Greenhood, (Pterostylis 
Nutans), a Tongue Orchid (Cryptostylis) and 
a young family of "Parson's Bands" (E'rio
chilUis), which had a gay little flower blooming 
last month. 

This little plot is always a delight, and is 
carefully guarded by a small piece of wire 
netting. 

--iM.D. 
NATURE NOTES 

Are Guiders "nature-conscious" ? Will 
they contribute short, interesting accounts of 
their observations to our "Bush Lore" 
columns? 

Miss Muriel Drury's interesting articles 
about our orchids and other prant IQVleli
nesses are intended to cover only one aspect 
of bush population. What is your special 
interest? Will you share it? 
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HEADQUARTERS CONTRIBUTIONS. 
(Penny a Week Scheme.) 

Do you remember the "Full Steam Ahead" 
circular sent out to all Districts last Decem
ber? Well, 1st June is nearly here, and the 
train is waiting for the pennies before starting 
on its journey! 

As you know, the "Penny-a-week" Scheme 
was a basis for calculating contributions to 
Headquarters from all members of the Asso
ciation, and it is left to you to decide how and 
when during the year this amount is Taised. 

Company and Pack bookkeepers may find it 
easier to send their contributiQns quarterly or 
half-yearly to Headquarters - but this and 
other details of the Scheme are matters for 
your Courts of Honour. 

Enclosed in this "Matilda" is a special poster 
for your Company Notice Board, with space 
left for recording progress reports of the 
Scheme. 

Watch for the Little Train picture in "Ma
tilda" for further news of "Headquarters Con
tributions." 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND 
DONATIONS. 

The following amounts have been received 
during April:-j 

From Packs: 4th Caulfield, 1st Sandring
ham. Total, 13/-. 

From Companies: 1st East Malvern, 1st 
Glen Iris, 1st Hampton, 8th Malvern, 1st 
Mordialloc, Mildura Distl'ict, 1st Nathalia, 
1st Sandringham, 2nd Sandringham, 3rd Sand
ringham, Sandringham Rangers, 3rd St. Kilda. 
Total, £6 /5/6. 

From Local Associations: Rutherglen, £5. 

Other Donations: Messrs. M. and N. Baillieu, 
MTs. J. P. Bainbridge, Mrs. J. J. Booth, Mi;3s 
V. Brewis, Miss S. Cameron, Miss E. Cun
ningham, Mrs. L. Darling, C. A. M. Derham, 

Esq., Mrs. C. O. Fairbairn, Mrs. T. Fink, Mrs. 
B. Hall, Walter and Eliza Hall Trust, Miss 
M. HeTring, Miss L. Ling, Miss C. McKellar, 
Mrs. H. P. MacKenzie, Miss M. McKindlay, 
Miss C. Rogers, Mrs. Sawers, Mrs. Shugg, 
National Fitness Council. Total, ~125 / 7/-. 

,HEADQUARTERS 
NOTES 

Thank You! 

All readers of "Matilda" will, we are sure, 
wish to thank two very kind people who helped 
us to carryon afteI' the death of our beloved 
Editor, Miss Mollie Hoffmeyer, in January of 
this year. The February number was edited 
by Mrs. Basil Hall, who, however busy, is 
always ready to help in an emergency, and 
Miss Gwen Swinburne, also a very busy per
son, nobly stepped, into the breach and agretld 
to act as Editor for the March and April issues. 
Through the kindness of these two people 
the high standard of "Matilda" was maLI').
tained until a new Editor could be appointed. 
As you all know, we are now most fortunate 
in having Miss Barfus as Editor, and we are 
all very happy about this appointment. liappy 
editing, lVllss Bartus! 

Miss Attwater. 
Commissioners and J;uiders who were for 

tunate enough to be able to overcome tM 
tllmculties or transport on Thursday, 1st May, 
spent a most deughtful evemng ustemng to 
lhISS lYleTiyn Attwater spealung of her ex
penences aoroad as one of tne Australian 
representatives at the World Conference and 
the World Traming Comerence last year. 
Miss Attwater spOKe first of the 'framing 
Conference at Aaelboden, and gave the most 
fascmatmg description of Our Chalet and its 
surroundmgs. ~he told of the interesting 
personalitIes gathered there and the subjects 
dIscussed, and described the Swiss meals 
served at the Chalet. 

Miss Attwatel' then spoke of the World 
Conterence at Evian in }t'rance. Space does 
not permit to give the many interesting 
points, but all present felt most privileged to 
hear first-hand news of this most important 
Conference, attended by one hundred and fifty 
delegates, representing many different coun
tries. 

It was most inspiring to hear of the reports 
from countries occupied during the war, and 
to know that the Spirit of Guiding flourished 
to such an extent that in everyone of these 
countries. the. numbers hlld increased during 
the war, m spIte of the fact that activities had 

to be carried on underground. 
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The last part of Miss Attwater's talk told 
of her experiences in England, where she 
spent some time before returning to Aus
tralia. Photographs were passed round and 
examined ' with great interest by all those 
present. 

Lady Chauvel presided at the meeting, at 
the close of which a vote of thanks was pro
posed to Miss K. Richard and seconded by 
Miss Cecil Rogers. 

New Zealand P.eace Camp·. 
Severar replies have already come in to our 

circular to Commissioners telling of the pro
posed Peace Camp in New Zealand. We now 
read in the April issue of "Te Rama" thai 
New Zealand has reluctantly decided to post
pone this camp until 1949. We have not yet 
had official confirmation of this, but would 
you please keep your ideas simmering until 
we are able to give you more news. 

WARRANTS AND REGISTRATIONS. 
April, 1947. 

CaptaiD.i: 
1st West Coburg Coy ... Miss Betty Herring 
1st Sale Coy. .. .. Miss Nola Cartledge 

Liet&tenants: 
4th Kew Coy. .. ., .. Miss Freda Whitlam 
1st Brighton Beach Coy. 

Miss Pam Speech ley 

CANCE·LLATIONS. 
Captains: 

I 

6th Kew Coy. " .. .. Miss Mary Lambe 
1st Traralgon Coy ..... Miss E. M. West 

Lieu.tenants: • 
1st Nyah Coy. .. . . Miss Jean Williams 

ATTENTION, PLEASE! 
Please note that the Guide Shop will be 

CLOSED on Monday, 30th June, and Tuesday, 
1st July, for STOCKTAKING. 

-C. Broadhurst. 

EQUIPMENT DEPARTMENT. 
Just Arrived! . 

Light Navy Cardigans.. .. .. .. .. 22/6 
Very good quality. Order early. 

Leather Gloves ... , .. .. .. .. .. 7/6 
Ready-made Guide, Guider Overalls cannot 

be supplied immediately when ordered. It is 
necessary to let us have your measurements 
at least ten days before the Overall is required. 
Stockings, Prestige, sizes 9 - 9~, - 10 .. 6/10 
World Flag Cards .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4d. 
Hints to Testers .. .. .. .. .. ., .. 1/-
Girls Growing Up .............. 11/6 

by A. P. Jephcott. Miss Jephcott has a 
wide experience of working girls and 
their clubs, and has written this book 
for those who are concerned with the 
general aspects of life among our 
younger workers. 

MINUTES OF MEETINGS OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMl1TEE, HELD 
AT THE GUIDE OFFICE, 10th and 

17th APRIL, 1947. 

Present: 
Lady Chauvel (2), Miss Cameron (1). 

Mesdames Buckley (1), Eddy (1), Fairbaim 
(1), Hall (2), Searby (2), Misses Campbell 
(1), Cooper (1), Gross (2), Harrison (1), 
Holtz (2), Howgate (2), Lambe (1), McLeod 
(2), Mitchell (1), Richard (1), Swinburne (2), 
and the Secretary. 

Leave of Absence: 
Leave of absence was granted to Mrs. Black 

during her period in hospital. 

Reported: 
'That Mrs. Rylah would be new Area Repre

sentative for 2nd Metropolitan Al'ea, in place 
of Miss Mitchell. 

That Miss Richard would be Area Represen
tative for No.1 Metropolitan Area, 

That a circular letter had been received 
from Imperial Headquarters stating that a 
21st birthday present of a diamond brooch 
with a trefoil incorporated in the design was 
being presentlid to Princess Elizabeth from 
the Guides of the Empire, and asking if the 
Guides of Australia would care to share in 
this gift. It was agreed that the Guides 
should be advised of this by a notice to the 
Districts and Companies, but that it should 
be made clea'!' that no Guide could contribute 
more than one penny, 

That £22/10/- of a grant of £45 from the 
WaIte'!' and Eliza Hall Trust had been re- ' 
ceived. 

That a grant of £65 had been received from 
the National Fitnesl;i Cowncil. 

That Lady Dugan would attend the Gym
khana and take the Salute during the March 
Past of Guides and Brownies. 

Agreed: 
That a Thanks Badge should be presented 

to Mrs. Furlonger, of Malvern, for long and 
valued service to the Association. 

That the Executive ratify Mrs. Greer's 
Certificate as Headquarters Instructor, as re
commended by the Training Committee. 

That Miss Broadhurst should be asked to 
continue as Trav;elling Trainer for the year 
commencing July, 1947. 

That Miss Sedgfield's resignation as re·pre
sentative on the Anglican Youth Council 
should be accepted with regret. 

That our subscription to the Youth Hostels' 
Association should be renewed. 

Routine and financial business was trans
acted. 

-M. McL. Burns, State Secretary. 
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TRAINING AND 
CAMPING 

TRAINING 

Guide Elementary Training Course. 
The second Guide Training Course for the 

year will " commence at the Girl Guide Office 
at 7.45 p.m. on Tuesday, 3rd June, and will 
consist of twelve evening classes and three 
Saturday afternoons-21st June, 26th July 
and 21st August. Guider-in-charge: Miss E. 
E. Moran. Fee, 4/ -, to be paid at first class. 
Guiders attending must have had their 17th 
birthday on, or before, the 3rd June; and, if 
they have not attended a previous Training, 
should send in with their application a Nomi
nation Form signed by their District Commis
sioner. New Guiders should pass their 
Tenderfoot Test and be enrolled in their own 
District before coming to the classes. If ther e 
is any difficulty about this they should get in 
touch with the Commissioner for Training 
before the beginning of the Course. 

Brownie Refresher Course. 
A Course of six Brownie Refresher Classes 

will be held, if applications warrant it, at the 
Girl Guide Office, commencing on Thursday, 
26th June, at 7.45 p.m. There will be five 
evening classes and one Saturday afternoon. 
Fee for Course, 1 /6. Any warranted B.O. or 
T.O. who wishes to attend these classes should 
notify the Training Secretary by 19th June. 
Nomination Forms will not l:!e necessary. 

Plans for Miss Cobham's Visit. 
Full details of the programme for Miss 

Cobham's visit next summer, including metro
politan classes, will be. publis~ed in the next 
issue, but we are hopIng to' Include the fol
lowing residential trainings, and the probable 
dates will be as given below. It was thought 
that Guiders might like to know the tentative 
plans now. The dates will be confirmed, or 
finally " altered if necessary, in the July 
"Matilda." 

Friday, 26th pecember - Saturday, 3rd Jan
uary-Campcraft Week. 

Tuesday, 6th January - Friday, 9th January 
-Commissioners' Training. 

Tuesday, 20th Janua'ry - Thursday, 29th Jan
uary---<Training Wleek. 

Friday, 31st January - Monday, 2nd Feb
ruary-Ranger Guiders' Training. 

CAMPING 

REMINDERS. 

Swimming.-The classes are to commence II.t 
the City Baths in the third week in June. All 
details were published in May "Matilda." The 
closing date was 25th May, but, if there arc 
any vacancies, late applications will be re
ceived; so, if you have not already applied, 
write immediately to Miss M. McDonald, 46 
Snowden Avenue, Caulfield, S.E.8. 

Pioneer .Badge.--7Have your Guides started 
training with the objective of the Saturday 
preliminary test in October or November and 
the Test Camp in January? 

Will Guiders please send names of Guides 
who wish to be included in the preliminary 
test to Miss McDonald not later than 20t h 
August, together with age, date Second Clas!:'. 
date of Cook's Badge, camps attended, and 
6d. fee for the Saturday Test. Guides must 
be recommended by the Guider in charge 
of the last camp attended, and those w;ho 
prove that they are up to the Badge stan
dard will be included in the January Camp. 

.The s~rie.s of articles on the Pioneer Badge 
wlll begIn In next month's issue. 

Week.end Camps.-With two week-end sites 
available - Gipton and Mt. Morton - many 
Guides can camp during the year. Have you 
made arrangements for , your Company yet? 
If you would like any help, write to Miss 
McDonald, and the Camping Department will 
give you every assistance possible. 

Mt, Morton is excellent for small Ranger 
camps. Has your Ranger Company been there 
yet? If not, why not? 

HINTS AND TIPS. 

Tenting.-Som€times you get sandy soil 
that will not hold pegs. Rocks or logs make 

" good hold-fasts. 

RECIPE. 

Steamed Pudding.-9 cups flour, 18 table
spoons sug~r, 18 tablespoons dripping, 18 
tablespoons Jam, 18 tablespoons raisins, l! tea
spoon baking soda, 9 cups milk 

Dissolve soda in milk, rub dripping inoo 
flour, add other ingredients, lastly milk. 
Steam 3 to 4 hours. 
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NOTES FROM A POST GUIDE'S LETTER. 

"It is early in the morning yet, and I've 
been gazing incessantly at the sunrise. When 
dawn was breaking it brought with it a flam
ing red sky, deep, dark, sleepy hills and 
valleys. Later the sky turned yellow, with 
mauve and pink shadings; these shone 
through the dark, sedate trees, and turned 
the distant hills to a vivid mauve. The 
stretching plains made one wonder as the 
black specks, which are trees, stood out on 
them. This is what I call a beautiful autumn 
morning . . .. " 

NEWS OF MISS FOOTT. 

Miss Foott, who was Ass. Commissioner 
for Extensions until she went to Greece with 
the Red Cross, is now in London. She at
tended an E~tension Guiders' week-end a,t 
LH.Q. She will represent Australia at the 
International Extension Trainers' Conference 
at Our Chalet, from 2nd to 15th J~ne. 

NEWS OF OUR PARCELS TO BRITAIN. 

Quite a number of letters have been received 
lately acknowledgin~ parcels sent abroad in 
December by the VIctorian Guide Movement. 
Letters have come to Extension Companies 
and active Companies and friends of the Guide 
Movement from Post and Extension Com
panies in Britain. 

Here are some extracts that speak for them · 
selves:-

"I write to thank you very heartily for the 
splendid parcel which was sent by the Post 
Guides of Victoria to the 1st Sussex Post 
Guides. It arrived in good time for me to 
distribute the contents to the members of my 
Company by Thinking Day. Needless to say, 
they were all delighted, and have asked Ine 
to send their thanks, with love and a salute. 
They say variously-'jolly fine of them; it 
must have taken a lot of time, trouble and 
money.' 'It was a lovely idea.' 'How very 
thoughtful of them.' And they all say they 
gave a very special thought to the senders on 
Thinking Day. It certainly was a wonderful 
Good Turn." . 

"Thank you very much indeed for send
ing my Company-1st Northumberland Post 
Guides-such a lovely parcel. It came on the 
20th February, so I divided it up in parcels 
for each Guide .. " 

'i'his letter was written in Braille: ". . . 
Dear Guides, thank you very much for the 
nice parcel. Weare going to Camp next sum
mer. Some of us have tasted some of the 
things from the parcel; we thought they were 
very nice. The weather is not very nice here; 
I hope it is nice over there. There is not 
much to say, so I will close. With love from -
all the Guides." (Royal School for the Blind, 
Ileal' Bristol.) 

3rd Chorley Wood Herts. Guide ~oy. and 
3rd South West Herts. Ranger Coy. (Blind) 
write: "Q1ur shal'e in your gift . . . we are 
keeping for whe/l we go to camp next term, 
when the warmer weather comes, and I'm 
sure we'll all be very grateful to you then, 
when we are enjoying your gift. . . ." 

IF ANY COMPANIES OR PACKS WOULD 
LIKE ADDRESSE'S OF POST OR EXTEN
SION COMPANIES TO WHOM TO SEND 
PARCELS, write to Miss J. Alston, 5 Struan 
Street, Toorak, S.E'.2. 

SISTERS OVERSEAS 

Last month "Matilda" told you about Guide 
sisters in the Netherlands. This month we 
want to tell you of a letter received from 
Poland. 

The writer, a Girl Guide leader in N owy 
Sacz, t ells of the receipt, through the Krakow 
headquarters, of "a pleasant and necessary 
gift-10 woollen little chemises for babies. 
With great joy and emotion we write this 
letter and we' thank you. Our girls know 
Australia only from books and cards, and at 
present they know your good hearts. We 
are glad that our brotherhood is real; we 
believe that Scouting unites the people all 
ooru the world." 

She states that the town in which she lives 
lies in the mountains, not far from Tatra (in 
the Carpathian Mountains). Many of the 
children of the 15 groups of Guides, Brownies 
and Scouts lost their parents in the war, and 
life is still difficult. 

Would any of your Guides like to write to 
some of these Guides who "know Australia 
only from books and cards"? If . so, will you 
apply to Miss Burns at Headquarters for the 
addl'ess ? There are seven lines of it, and it 
would, not be a good turn to the printer to 
ask him to print it. (Miss Burns will have 
it in typed forml) 



, " 
\ ,t_ 't ... 

' -----~ 

L~YJI1~ 
Ii 4 

fJ (, [I IJ (r 

n 1:1 f.I ~'I 1:/ 
() (I I:, IJ r:I 
IJ- n q IJ IJ 
/:1 1;1 ,~'" 0 r:, 
IJ '=1 (1 

I • • 

." 
HEAD ~U ARTERS CONTRIBUTIONS 

(Penny-a-week Scheme) 

Sb1!. TE l ;:;; MATILDA P AGE S. 

• 



16 MATILDA June, 1947. 

Company meeting. The first time they do 
this they'll probably be extremely surprised 
to find how little they did notice; but, if you 
take this time to write down their observa
tions every now and again, they will soon 
develop a "seein' eye." 

Another test in observation is to select a 
section of a street in your shopping area and 
ask the Patrol to write dO,wn the names of 
the shops in their correct o-rder. Once more 
you will want a time limit, and your point~ 
are awarded to those who are correct. 

-Gayardaree. 

EYES AND EARS 

"The only way to be acquainted with 
Nature is to study Nature."-The Shepherd 
of Banbury's Rules. 

One of the most thrilling and inspiring ex
periences in camp can be introduced in the 
form of a night hike, and, unless you have 
walked thus yourself in the luminous dal'k
ness, listening with a quiet heart to the 
breathing of Mother Earth, and the conversa
tion of myriads of her creatures, there is a 
fascinating field of sense-training for your 
Guides which is as yet closed to you-and 
them. 

The following account was written spon
taneously by a trainee-nurse at a country 
Foundling Hospital. She had, as a Guide 
and Ranger, hiked and camped adventurously, 
and this is what ner Eyes and Ears told 
her in the night watches. -EditOl'. 

"Ever been on night duty? It's good fUll! 
You start at 10 p.m. The moon is up, and so 
are you, but all other people are in bed. There 
is no sound except the calls of a few crickets, 
who forget that after 10 p.m. the order is 
'Lights Out!' 

'There is a lot of work to do, still by mid
night we may have time to go outside and 
listen. It is a warm summer's night. If we 
are lucky, we hear no babies crying, but 
there are plenty of other sounds. The soft 
mooing of a cow, the flapping of the wings 
of a night-bird, now and then the soft music 
of a cric:ket. 

Sudaenly a loud "crash -Iboomm - rra-
rna!" Don't get a shock-they are only pos
sums. Possums make a lot of noise, especially 
when racing along corrugated iron roofs 
making their funny noise, which sounds like 
a grim laugh. 

In the north stands the moon. She is big 
and looks so ftiendly. Her light shows us the 
way, yet all the stars shine brightly, not to 
be outdone. 

A nurse always has to be ready, and she 
must have her own light. In this hospital 
we use kerosene lamps. They look old
fashioned and homely. If we had more time, 
moths and other night insects would be at
tracted by it, but there is much to be done, 
and we are too quick for the insects. 

One more look at the wide spaces-trees 
with their black outlines against the sky; 
listen again to the distant humming, which 
makes us realise that life is going on during 
the nighHthen back into the house. 

At 4.30 we may be out on the balcony feed
ing and changing a baby. The stars and moon 
have disappeared. Daylight is coming. The 
trees, flo-wers ~nd lawns look at us, but we 
feel strange-it is neither morning nor night. 

Suddenly the miracle in nature happens as 
it has happened ever so often, before. A ~ind 
comes. It opens the doors as if somebody 
wru:ts to enter. Is it the new day? It is 
gettmg cool; latel~ a faint pink creeps into the 
sl<y; i~ increases and gets bigger and bigger. 
The pmk covers the sky and the clouds then 
the big moment comes. His Majesty, th~ Sun, 
appears. He tears the thin veil of mist and 
arrives. in his full glory. We cannot see any 
other hght. Moon and stars had to leave as 
the Sun likes to. rule on his own. ' 

.We go on. working. Nature is waking now. 
FIrst one bIrd calls, then the next one, then 
t)'le next; soon the air is full of singing and 
lIfe,. as the sun rise~ higher and higher. 
Robms fly forward and backward' blue wren~ 
and Willie wagtails look for breakfast on the 
lawn; magpies carol their morning news and 
kookaburras laugh gaily. . . . ' 

It is time to \vake the day-staff. As we 
walk th~'ough the garden we breathe slowly. 
Eyerythmg smells fresh and clean. 

But what about the day-staff? While we 
m~ke sure they get up, we look out of the 
WindoW.. Outside are five rabbits. They 
know they are safe near our hospital-we 
don't s~oot! One, two, three, four, five-all 
hop gaIly around, ~umble over each other. 
fall down a hole, all m good fun till the noise 
of . the , children disturbs t~em;' then they go 
f~ltheI awa:y tq play, tIll the sun rises 
hIgher and hIgher and sends them off to bed 
Down the~ go into their burrow, one by one; 
happy whIle they are stilI alive. 

And so are we! Off we go to bed. We 
have done another night of night-duty and 
We have reali.sed that ,,:,e are a small p~rt of 
the whole UnIverse, whIch is held togeher by 
one Creator. 

-Ellinor Simon. 
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Patrol Leaders' Page 

NATURE 

Last month we talked about Patrol Hiking, 
but much of the fun of hiking is missed if 
you haven't any sense o~ appreciation of 
Nature, of the wonders whIch God put there 
for you to admire if you only see them. 

We are not all born with a natural love 
of the out·of-doors, and it is when we are 
Guides in the Company that We first begin to 
appreciate the beauty around us. So, as P.L., 
you have the responsibility of moulding the 
minds of your Patrol to the wonders of 
Nature. ' 

Like most events in this world, it all starts 
with the little things. As you are walking 
point out the lovely perfection of the spider's 
web decorating the brambles, the colours of 
the robin redbreast on the fence, the feathery 
clouds in the sky, and you will find that YOilr 
Patrol wi\l hecome anxious to see things 
before you, and .so you start them ?n the 
never-ending quest of new beauty III the 
world. 

God's out-of-doors is a wonderful garden, 
and so remember always that a Guide leaves 
nothing but her thanks behind. You wouldn't 
scatter peels and paper in your own. ?"arden, 
would you? Of course not. Well, don t scat
teT them in God's garden; leave the beauty 
for someone else to find un spoilt. 

You will find that your new recruit wants 
to pick every flower and every pretty spray 
of leaves she sees. Teach her only to pluck 
those which she can use, and to be very car.:!
ful in the plucking, as most wildflowers have 
very shallow roots and can be pulled out 
very easily. Always use a knife to ~ut ~hem, 
and then you won't destroy them by accIdent. 
Don't pick flowers on your way out on the 
hike, as they will only die before the day is 
through. Gather them on the way ~ome, and 
give them water as soon as you arnve there, 
so that those who were not lucky enough to 
go out with you can enjoy some of the! beauty 
which you have had all day. 

You don't have to go hiking or live in the 
country to appreciate Nature-there are 
always the sky and the birds, no matter where 
you are. The most congested area of build
ings reveals a patch of sky somewhere, !lnd 
the cheeky sparrow penetrates the busIest 
streets, and he is a fascinating little fellow 
to watch-his ability to dodge danger from 
traffic and pedestrians is amazing. 

If you live in the city "¥ou can usually 
manage a visit or two to a park where you 
have the trees, flowers and grasses with the 
breezes playing through them. The gardens 
of the houses you pass on the way to school 

are full of wonders, and you can watch the 
plants fr.om the tiny shoot to the full-blown 
flower as you pass each day. 

Lena S. Harris, of Los Angeles, Cal., U.S.A., 
compiled these ten laws ·for Nature-lovers, 
and I think every Guide could very well carry I 
them out:-

1. Thou shalt learn to know the wild flowers. 
2. Thou shalt love them and cherish them. 
3. Thou shalt consider the places. where 

they grow as the great gardenJ and' make 
it thy aim to protect it. 

4. Thou shalt gather no more than thou 
canst use. 

5. Thou shalt remember the seed-time of 
another year and the joy of others who 
are to look upon the flowers. 

G. Thou shalt pass along the knowledge of 
them that they may find favour with the 
careless observer. 

7. Thou shalt learn from them the grace of 
line and the harmony of colour. 

8. Thou shalt consider carefully how the 
sun and, the wind and the rain join hands 
in completing their beauty for thee. 

9. Thou shalt preserve them in thy mind 
and in thy heart as a great lessons from 
Nature's book. 

10. Thou shalt not destroy, but shalt use thy 
best knowledge to bring two blossoms 
to the coming year where last year 
counted but one. 

Perhaps you could print these laws on a 
card 'and hang them in your Patrol Corner, so 
that the Guides may study them at leisure
they are well worth studying. 

There is a song we sing: 
Over the earth is a cloth of green, 

Over the green is dew, 
Over the dew are the arching trees, 
Over the trees the blue. ' 

Across the blue are scudding clouds, 
Over the clouds the sun, 

Over the sun is the love of God, 
Blessing us everyone. . . . 

and they are all there if We can only see 
them. 

So go out of doors, open your eyes ant.! 
your hearts and enjoy the gifts which God 
has given you. 

Here are some games which you may be 
8ble to use in your Patrol Time: 

At present there are plenty of berries about, 
so gather as many varieties as you can, and 
pin the berries on one card and their leaves 
on another. Then set the patrol to work to 
match the berries and their leaves. Award 
your points to the Guide who has the most 
correct, but don't forget to set a time limit, 

' will you? 
Give your Patrol ten minutes to wl'ite down 

all the things they noticed on the way to 
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The next bridge 100ke4 worse-we went 
under it.' Everything was wet and slimy 
except the blackberry prickles, and we had 
trouble finding a way up, but it did seem 
safer. Soon we reached the road, and de
cided to follow it rather than the path. 

On again! ("Would you like a lift?" "No, 
thanks!") Reached Powelltown at about four 
-the bus left at five. "We'vt! walked about 
thirty-two miles." "Why, we could have walk
ed home in two or three more days." 

And, did we enjoy the hike? We certainly 
did. It was great fun. Happiness comes 
from such simple things. Perhaps it's just 
thfil sharing of difficulties, failures and 
t'riumphs. 

-H. Gross. 

AT OUR CHALET 

A VictO'l:ian Commissioner who Looked Wide 
-and Wider still-has allowed me to use the 
letter she has just received from "Falk," the 
Guider in Charge at Our Chalet (yours and 
mine) in Switzerland. Will you tell your 
Guides about it? 

"A few days ago a marvellous parcel ar
rived addressed to me, to my greatest sur_ 
prise. I unpac~ed all the beautiful things, 
and am thrilled at the idea to be able to 
distribute them to the Guides of all countries 
coming to Our Chalet, and amongst them are 
a good many who have gone through very 
hard times. 

"Thank you a thousand times for your kind 
thought. I am sure your kind gift will make 
very happy people. Here in Switzerland we 
are in a very privileged situation, having been 
spared from war and also where food is coo
cerned, and one is glad when one can con
tribute a little to help in the countries around, 
little as it may be. 

"With many thanks and good wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd,) Ida De Herrenschwand (Falk). 

NEW GUIDE HALL 

A milestone in the progress of Guiding was 
reached when 1st Brighton's new Hall w~s 
officially opened on the 12th April, 1947, 

Guiders, Guities, Brownies, parents and 
friends were assembled outside the hall, when 
Lady Chauvel placed the key in the lock and 
opened the door of this charming hall, which 
was once a drab, ugly army hwt. 

For months We had waited, hoping that 
some day we may have our own hall, when 
finally, due to the untiring efforts of 1st 
Brighton's Captain, the land was obtained and 
the building purchased and erected. 

Now, on the corner of Cross and Cochrane 
Streets, Elsternwick, stands a landmark-a 
dear little green and white building, with a 
flagpole and a garden bed laid out in the shape 
of the Guide Badge-a symbol of what 0111' 

Movement is doing, and what we intend to do 
in the post-war world. 

-Valda Harris, Snr. Patrol Leader. 

"ESCULTA" 

This is the name of the "official bulletin" of 
the Guides of Cuba, If you can read French, 
perhaps you would like to borrow from Head
quarters a copy of this leaflet. I find it easy 
to get the gist of the articles written 111 
Spanish, and it is rather fun to work it out. 
Here are a couple of items I gleaned:-

The Girl Scouts of the Philippines have a 
new badge in the form of a trefoil. 

'l"he Guides of Mexico have completely reno
vated their Guide House-repainted and re
decorated it. 

And here is a saying of the Founder, trans
lated into Spanish: 

"He aqui presente un magnifico trabajo 
para toda Guia-Scout, ayudar en la forma 
que pueda a la mistad y buena voluntad 
entre las diversas naciones del mundo." 
I haven't identified it yet--can you? 

-Editor. 

CAMPING DAYS ON THE MURRAY 

To learn more of the craft of camping, 
twenty Sunraysia Guiders and Rangers spent 
Anzac Day week-end in camp on a secluded 
part of the river, and Audrey Callander has 
sent some account of how the Guiders used 
the time, 

The threat of rain did not dallnt them, and 
those who rose at sunrise on the Saturday 
knew that the "airy golden vapour" rising 
"from the river's breast" was a promise of 
fair weather. 

In !hree small groups, each completely self
contamed, . the campers practised pitching 
tents, receIved very practical instruction in 
First Aid in the bush from a visiting Scoutel' 
and enlarged their knowledge of local tree~ 
under the guidance of a Forestry officer. Other 
sessio~s covered. sanita~ion, quartermastering, 
screenmg, planmng a SIte, and packing equip
ment. 
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I looked over Jordan, an' what did I :!lee 
Comin! for to carry me home? 

A band of Angels, comin' after me, 
Comin' for to carry me home. 

I'm sometimes up and sometimes down, 
Comin' for to carry me home, 

But still my soul feels Heavenly boun', 
Comin' for to carry me home. 

The moon is up. Shall we go back? Per
haps, next time we sing, we shall see pictures 
in the fire, pictures of dusky, upturned, earnest 
faces and gently swaying bodies. And it's 
just possible that, if we listen, we shall haar 
the soft tap-tap of bare feet upon the dust. 

Good singing, Guides! 
-Weringerong. 

Note.---ILittle David, play on your harp, fl'om 
Negro Spirituals, by Arthur S. Loam. 
Publisher: Allan & Co., Melbourne an ,i 
Bendigo. 
Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, from 
"Twice 50 Community Songs." Pub· 
lisher: Boosey & Hawkes, London; 
also "Negro Spirituals," by Arthur S. 
Loam. Publisher: Allan & Co. 

A HIKE TO ADVENTURE 

Somebody suggested a different sort of 
week-end for Licensed Guiders-hiking or 
biking or some such, which would be thrilling, 
particularly for the younger ones. 

We had chosen Anzac week-end to get 
three clear days. This clashed with the Fede~ 
ral Council meetings and the train strike; 
some were unable to get the Saturday morn
ing off, others were deterred by the fact that 
no transport was available for packs, but a 
few still said "Yes." There was much dis
cussion of what we'd wear and take, ann 
'how we'd pack ill. 

At 8 -a.m., in steady rain, the four of us 
caught the train to Warburton. There were 
two Guide Guiders and two Owls, ages total
ling 150 something! Our route was fr0111 
Warburton, over the Divide, to Powelltown. 

We started off in a drizzle (have you ever 
seen riding breeches with an army cape over 
a large pack-it looks like the front three
quarters \ of a pantomime horse). As we 
climbed the first. hill the sun came out. A. 
place where a fire had been, and handy run
'ning water, provided a lunch spot. Rain 
began again as we went up the road to the 
tram line. There were two rails on wooden 
sleepers, sometimes sticking up to trip the 
unwary, sometimes flat and slippery, and at 
times under water. They formed a bridge 
over Big Pat's Creek, with gaps between the 
sleepers, so we could see where we'd fall if 

we slipped! Miss Tobin, who was our guide 
and comforter (?), told us that this was 
nothing to the bridges ahead, and then there 
was the High Lead. 

We trudged ,along in pouring rain, but 
l:\bout 3 o'clock we reached a hut. Soon we 
were sitting round a big fire, drying our 
shoes and a huge pile of wet wood, and feel
ing almost as' good as new. The hut had four 
wa1ls, roof and floor, all very perforated, a 
window glazed with rusty iron, door and fire
place, and was simply furnished with lots of 
nails in the walls arid a billy. Dinner was 
eaten by firelight. We spread groundsheets 
on the driest bit of floor, then hike tents for 
padding, used our packs to divert the breezes 
under the door, and slept (or didn't sleep) 
huddled close together, our -feet toward the 
fire. 

Saturday morning brought fog, very cold 
washes at a lovely spot beside the creek. 
About 9.30 we set out for Starling's Gap, 
roughly seven miles, all uphill. The sun came 
through; we found clusters of orange and 
yellow toadstools, passed huge white-trunked 

. gums arid many black stumps, too. Soon 
we were looking down on forests of dead 
trees and young saplings. The 1939 fires had 
passed this way. Breath became short~r. 
packs heavier, and each bend looked as if it 
must be the top, and at last one was! While 
the caretaker at Starling's boiled our billy, 
he told us the Ada Valley track was im
passable. "Keep to the ·tramline," he said. 
"These bridges are all right; I look after I 

them; but you'll find High Lead. very steep." 

After lunch on to the Ada Mill, a long but 
fairly level hike. Here we met another party 
of eleven going the opposite way. The care
taker let us use a hut with two bunks and 
boxes to sit on! Invited to supper with the 
othel' party, they gave us the best seats at 
their fire, and told us about their hike-from 
Yarra Junction through Powelltown. That 
night I didn't dream about bridges and steep 
tracks-just thought about them! 

The High Lead is like a stairway without 
stairs or banistel's ---< some sleepers slippery 
with frost, much mud, and occasional fallen 
trees-and this goes on for a mile with about 
three fairly level spots. At times the slope 
is forty-five degrees! We Imoved sideways 
like crabs. I sat frequently (not to rest). 
With a heavy pack it is almost impossible to 
rise unaided in slippery mud. 

We reached, the bottom whol,e but wobbly, 
and hiked onward to a Bridge. Picture a 
large ladder with sleepers for rungs, placed 
horizontally across a very deep gully or 
creek. We startEld off in pairs, but one pair 
decided they didn't like it, so our only height
proof hiker had to take us all across, so she 
did the trip five times. 
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(Link: The second hundred years; the 
same man ruled Scotland, England 
and Ireland, but he ruled them se
parately and differently, with a dif
ferent Parliament in each country to 
make different laws. The countries 
still fought one another. At the end 
of this time there was again no heir 
in England to the three crowns, and 
there was great danger that one or 
other of the three Parliaments might 
choose a different King. So it was 
arranged that the Parliaments of 
England and Scotland should com
bine.) 

1707. Peace at last. 
3. Queen Anne signs the Aci of Union 

-between England and Scotland. 
The union of two peoples secures the 
peace between two countries. The 
Union Jack becomes the Flag of all 
the people of Great Britain; Great 
Britain is the new name for England 
and Scotland together. 
(Link: The Split Century. The Dutch 
land at several places on the coast of 
the Unknown Land. Captain Cook is 
sent to the Pacific Ocean to observe 
the stars, and discovers the Eastel'n 
coast of Australia.) 

1770-1788. 
4. The King of Great Britain and Ireland 

becomes the King of New South 
Wales. 

1801. 
5. 

Captain Phillip lands at Port Jackson. 
Picture: The complete Union Jack. 
A plan to help Ireland. To help 11"3 -
land, and prevent the French from 
landing 011 the Irish coast and making 
it a base to attack England, the Par
liament of Ireland was combined with 
the Parliament of Great Britain. The 
cross of St. Patrick was put on the 
flag, and the complete Union Jack 
was made. 
That same year, Captain Matthew 
Flinders, in the "Investigator," 
brought the new flag to Australia, 
and within two years had carried it 
completely round the continent. 
(Link: The fourth hundred years! 
During the next hundred years, the 
Kings of Great Britain and Ireland 

land Queen Victoria, became Kings and 
Queen of six separate colonies on the 
continent of Australia.) 

1901. Six separate colonies become one 
nation. 

6. Queen Victoria, Queen of Great Bri
tain and Ireland, became Queen of the 
Commonwealth of Australia. 

1963-1908. The Australian Flag is made. 
-G. H. Swinburne. 

I WALKABOUT SING·SONG 

Little David, play on your harp, 
Hallelu, Hallelu, 

Little David, play on your harp, 
Hallelu . 

-Negro Spiritual. 

Out of the night it comes, swelling and 
throbbing through the stillness, dying away 
into the dim greenness all around . . . the 
Negro Spiritual. Perhaps you and I could go 
quietly down the track, worn smooth bv tae 
tramping of numberless bare feet, and, stop
ping just beyond the clearing, listen for a 
while to these songs that express so vividly 
the religious emotions of the Negro race. 
For the Negro Spiritual, which i~ included 
among the Folk Ballads of the world, is re
ligious in character. Said to have had its 
origin among the descendants of the African 
race dwelling in Southern United States, it is 
widely sung by the dark races. Its rhythm, 
as is typical of all ;N egl'O songs, is very 
st~ongly marked, and, while the narrative 
part of the song is simple, it is undeniably 
dramatic. Quite often the Spiritual is accom
panied by rhythmic movements, the swaying 
of the head, or of the whole body, arm mo~
ments, or perhaps a light tapping of feet. 

So ... shall we listen now? The dusky 
circle is about to sing again. The upturned 
faces are eager . . . eager and contented. 

Little David, play on your harp, Hallelu, 
hallelu, 

Little David, play on your harp, Hallelu. 
(Repeat) 

tittle David was a shepherd boy, 
He killed Golia, an' shouted for joy. 

Little David, play on your harp, Hallelu, 
hallelu, 

Little David, play on your harp, Hallelu, 
(Repeat!) 

Joshua was the son of Nun, 
He never would quit 'til his work was done. 

Little David, play on your harp, Hallelu. 
hallelu, 

Little David, play on your harp, Hallelu. 
(Repeat) 

There is a pause ... then a deep, vibrant 
I voice leads on into "Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot'~: 

Swing low, sweet chariot, 
Comin' for to carry me home? 

Swing low, sweet chariot, 
Comin' for to carry me home. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN FLAG 

Dear Guiders, 

I want to consult you and take you into my 
confidence about what I am trying to do to 
make our interest in the Union Jack and Aus
tralian Flag more alive and based on a sense 

• of real people living and wOTking for plans 
that meant a very great deal to them. I have 
prepared a book, which, I call a Century 
Picture Book, but shortage of good qualit.y 
paper and the pressure in the printing trade 
aTe so acute that it may be a long time be-

I fore it can be published. I have tried to give 
Guides the information that is in the book 
through the columns of "Matilda," but I do 
not think it !;tas been completely successful. 

The scheme of the book is as follows: 

1st, An Introduction (published in March 
"Matilda"), setting out in a form that will 
carry a visual impression the general history 
of the Australian Flag; giving an idea of the 
number of events and the time of Four Hun
dred years. 

2nd, Six Big Pictures, as beautiful and cleal' 
as they can be made, drawn to show th,e main 
points in the text; beside each picture will 
be a short paragraph in story form describ
ing the event represented by the picture. If a 
Guide becomes familiar with these pictures ani! 
the story descriptions, she will have a clear 
and "personal" knowledge of how and why 
the flag was made. Between each picture will 
be a Century strip page, setting out, in the 
form of a strip serial, what happened in each 
of the four countries during one hundred 
years (except in the case of the split century) 
to cause the event that is represented by the 
next picture. The aim of the century strip 
pages is to answer questions, to give a sense 
of time and development, and to make plain 
certain wOTds that. are used: to avoid learning 
a few sentences by rote with vague under
standing of what they mean. 

The information may seem confusing with
out the coloured outlines of the countries and 
the gay crosses and emblems that should ac
company them, but, if you could imagine a 
gaily-coloured page with each paragraph in 
place in its separate strip, beneath its own 
country, perhaps the April and May articles 
will seem clearer. 

There are one or two points that I have 
tried particularly to explain: 

(1) The fact that Ireland was part of the 
scheme from the beginning. If we only 
adopted th~ habit of saying that "the King 
of Scotland became King of England and Ire
land," it would be cleaTer. 

(2) The fact that the same man can be 
Kipg of two or three countries, and yet each 

of those countries be governed differently and 
separat~ly, and the people feel no connection 
with one another. 

This explains the fact that for one hundred 
years after the King of Scotland became King 
of England and Ireland, the people of England 
and Scotland went on fighting one another at 
intervals. During that century the people of 
England twice deposed their King. Deposing 
a King of England still left the people of 
Scotland and Ireland free to choose their 
rulers; but, when the people of England be
headed their King, Charles I, they beheaded 
the King of Scotland and the King of Ireland 
too; and the' Scottish people were naturally 
furious. Many of them disliked Charles I 
intensely, but it was the right of the Scottish 
Parliament to decide whether or not he should 
be their King, and no business of the Parlia
ment or Army of England. 

(3) The fact that the Continent of Aus
tralia existed from the beginning and had a 
definite system of control and division of the 
land. 

, (4) Responsibility'.-Two nations can be
come united only when the people of those 
nations decide to make the union a success, 
and are willing to work for it and make it 
their own job. 

The British peoples have the privilege of 
choosing their King or Queen. It is the re
sponsibility of the people to make the Go
vernment work well for the good of all. 

These ideas are not expressly stated in the 
Century Picture Book, but I have tried to 
make them apparent, none the less. 

I will state the titles of the pictu4E)s, with 
a summary of the connections between them, 
so that the whole scheme can be seen. Two 
of the story pal'agraphs have already been 
printed. The others will follow if Guiders 
are interested. Please let the Editor know. 

1503. It began with a plan - King Henry 
VII's plan for peace. 

1. Princess Margaret of England enters 
Edinburgh to marry the King of Scot
land. 
(Link: The first hundred years. Be
tween 1503 and 1603 all the direct 
English descendants of Henry VII 
died,) 

1603. The plan begins to work out. An 
unknown Cape is seen. 

2.1606. King James VI of Scotland enters 
London to become King of Elngland 
and Ireland. The Heralds make a new 
flag for him-the first Union Jack. 
That same year a Spanish captain, 
sailing southwards of New Guinea, 
saw an unknown Cape; we call it Cape 
York to-day. 

, 
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TOWN WOODCRAFT 

There is plenty of woodcraft and Nature 
work to be done with a town pack, even if the 
surroundings are not ideal. 

Before beginning, however, we should de
cide the kind of naturalists we want the 
Brownies to be. The subject as a whole is 
so large, and scientific Nature work is only 
likely to be the bent of a very few. 

We shall decide, probably, that what we 
want to do is to turn the Brownies into Woods
men, n~t Naturalists. 

Kephart, the great American authority, 
writing of a skilled woodsman, says: "He 
knows the peculiarities and variations of his 
home hunting grounds most thoroughly. He 
knows what is common, and pays no atten
tion to it; he knows what is uncommon; it 
catches his eye at once and interests him." 
This is, surely, what we want to do for our 
Brownies-to turn them into capable, sel.f
reliant people who have the outdoor world as 
their familiar friend. 

To achieve this we need no particular know
ledge of Natural History, .but w~ do n~ed 
"Noticing Eyes" and the gIft of mterestmg 
children. We need these, anyhow, to run a 
successful Pack, so the next step is to see 
what we have at hand for our town woodsmen. 

We have outdoors all round us, wherever 
we live. It is a mistake to think that, because 
we are miles from the bush, we must do all 
our woodcraft in the hall. It is true that it 
cannot be done on quite the same lines as that 
of country folk, but we can have a special kind 
of our own. 

Town Brownies can compare notes on how 
many dogs and cats live in their respective 
streets, what colours and shapes they are, and 
where they are usually to be found. 

Cats never cease to be wild animals, and 
follow their own trails when jumping from 
one backyard to another. We can trace those 
trails and find them as exciting as those of 
wild animals. 

Cat and dog trails are easy to get, but those 
of rats, mice and birds may be got, too, if 
some paper is prepared. Rub some grease
proof paper with salad oil, and black it with 
candle smoke. Then put a tit-bit in the 
centre and s'urround the whole with white 
paper to receive the smutty footmarks. 

A visit to the local cattle market will 
give the Brownies further experience in the 

varieties of feet, and on their return they 
can draw what doot:marks they think the 
animals will make. 

We have parks, some tree-lined streets, and 
also residential streets with gardens. If these 
are not too far from the hall, we can go out 
for five-minute expeditions, even in the winter 
to try to recognise a leaf by its smell and feel: 
or cut it out in brown paper on our return. 
Quests are also popular. Take a geranium m' 
other well-known plant to the meeting and 
ask the Brownies to see how many plants 
there are like it in window boxes or gardens 
on the way home. 

Anything which makes them use their eyes 
and be observant is valuable. 

Compass work for Golden Hand offers more 
opportunities for outside expeditions. Get 
them to draw a map of their homes and sur
roundings and take it home. When they come 
home to. dinner, on the next sunny day, they 
can fill m the shadows with a piece of chalk. 
Compass trails during pack meetings are also 
helpful. I 

. Spar.rows, starlings and pigeons are common 
bIrds m every town, and in some there are 
seagulls and water birds in addition. It is 
better for children of Brownie age to con
centrate on differences in shape, flight and call 
notes rather than on identifying species. 

.A :,isit to a. timber yard can be very in
terestmg. VarIOUS types of bark can be noterl 
also the concentric rings of annual growth. ' 

We all know that without a knowledge of 
woodcraft and natural history no town could 
be built. Children, however, do not realise 
this. To them milk is something you buy in 
a bottle, and vegetables come out of a sh6p. 
It would be a great thing if we could help 
them to connect things up, even if we have to 
sow grass and make hay in a box or grow 
broad beans in a flower-pot. 

Houses may seem dull to those who live 
among so many, but have we ever thought 
about the materials of which they are made? 

A life full of interest is a ~ppy life, and, 
if we bring up the Brownies with the idea 
that their surroundings are full of interest 
wherever they live, we shall have put in a 
large stake for their future happiness. 

.--1Adapted from an article in "The Guider." 

BROWNIE GUIDERS! 

A reminder of the Brownie Guiders' evening 
on Thursday, 19th June, at Guide Head
quarters, 60 Market Street, Melbourne. Be 
there at 7.45 p.m. sharp, and be sure to brin~ 
that game with you. For further details see 

May "Matilda." 
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LONES 

GUIDE INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 
G.I.S. (Australian) CONFERENCE 

The Conference was held at Launceston, 
Tasmania, on 17th April, 1947. 

The Chairman was Miss M. Attwater, and 
the Delegates present were · as follow:-The 
Federal Commissioner, the State Commis
sioners of Tasmania and of New South Wales, 
two Delegates each from Tasmania, Western 
AustTalia, Victoria, South Australia, New 
South Wales; the Hon. Treasurer and Hon. 
Secretary for G.I.~. (A.); Miss M. Cobham; 

and, in addition, one Observer each from South 
Australia and Western AustTalia. (Victorian 
Delegates were Misses Florence Mitchell and 
Vail' Brett). 

In her report Miss Attwater spoke of the 
warm welcome she had l'eceived at Imperial 
Headquarters, and from the G.I.S. (B.) Com
mittee, and from Miss Ward, all of whom 
were most appreciative of the part play~d 
by Australia and the work of our volunteers. 
They looked on us as a part of the whole 
scheme, and not as a separate section. 

In response to a recent request from Miss 
Ward for replacements for the Teams, the 
Conference decided to send more Volunteers 
if suitable ones were available. A Test would 
be held in South Australia early in July. 

Reports from the State Committees of 
G.I.S. mentioned the stimulus given to Guid
ing by the work of the Malayan Team and 
the Volunteers working in Europe. 

During the year there has been much ac
ti'Vity-welcoming the Australian and New 
Zealand Team on their return from Malaya, 
and despatching five Volunteers for work in 
Europe. Large quantities of food, clothing, 
soap and handcraft materials have been sent 
.tQ Europe, where they are so· badly needed. 

Finance discussions occupied a large part 
of the agenda, and the size of the Finance 
Committee was increased to give more assist
ance to the Hon. Treasurer. 

Delegates appreciated very much the gener
ous hospitality of the hostess State. One of 
the outings was a drive along the Tamar to 
the Camp House at Deviot. 

V. M. Brett. 

NEWS FROM SOME OF OUR 
VOLUNTEERS. 

MISS THOMAS, writing on 26th March, 
says: "At long last I have reached my destina
tion. This Team is at Gebhardshagen, about 
18 miles from Brunswick, and more or less 
out in the country. ANN KERNER is here 
also, so it is nice to know someone from the 
other side. There is so much to learn . . . 
the billet is very comfortable, the house is 
a double villa, originally built for one of the 

works managers of the Hermann Goering 
works which surround this district. and is very 
modern. The work and cooking are done by 
a German staff, so' we don't have to wor ry 
about anything like that, and the laundry 
goes out. 

I have been out this morning seeing one of 
the camps and one of the schools. The Tea:n 
looks after the administration and welfare 
of 16 Polish D.P. camps, and welfare of two 
Hungarian and Roumanian camps. There are 
eight girls and six men in this Team, and it 
is counted about the best of the G.I.S. Teams, 
so I am lucky to be here and hope to manage 
to keep up the Team's reputation. 

Now I am going to give you a list of things 
for which, if it is at all possible to send, the 
people here would be more than grateful. 
Materials of any sort are so hard to obtain, 
not only here, but in England, that it is ver y 
hard t o ' get enough to supply even ~a small 
percentage of the people. 

Wools of all colours, especially bright 
ones. White baby-wool. Embroidery cot
tons and silks, particularly red and black: 
Washing, toilet and flaked soaps. Artist s' 
mateTials, such as oil paints, drawing paper, 
pastels and crayons. Maps, cartograph 
type, suitable for decOl'ation of school walls." 

MISS KEMP, writing in March, says: "For 
the Team, please may we have honey, sugar , 
jam, dried milk and chocolate? The Team 18 

thrilled with all the food I brought ... most 
of your 25 lbs. (N.S.W.). All being English, 
their people can't send them much at all, and 
the diet here is a bit limited. No fresh milk 
and very little vegetables and fruit. 

All the clothes you can find, but please let's 
have sensible things----lwool to be knitted up, 
and long, warm pants for the children. We 
received a lot from one count ry, but some is 
most unsuitable, such as long silk dresses and 
high-heeled shoes. Here the Poles are peasant 
class and can be happy only in sensible things . 

Also lots and lots of needles and cottons, 
etc., and knitting needles. Perhaps a Com
pany could send even 10 skeins of wool?" 

Well, could you? Here follow the addresses: 

MISS KEMP, 
R.S./131, Guides, 

British Red Cross Commission, 
British Army of Rhine. 

MISS THOMAS, 
R.S./107, Guides, 

British Red Cross Commission, 
British Army of Rhine. 

MISSES HESKETH, GODSON and BAIRD, 
1361 R.S. 1 Guides, 

Mil. Govt. Relief Det., 
Brunswick, 

822 H.Q., C.C.G., 
British Army of Rhine. 

• 
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