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THIS EDITOR BUSINESS 

Didn't YOU read my appeal in the May 
issue? 

Guess how many offers of help were re
ceived! Alas and alack, only TWO, and those 
from busy country Guiders, not easily acces
sible. But they have both taken on little jobs 
that are a great help to me. Amy Bush and 
Norma Young (Bendigo) are reading Guide 
magazines from other States, and The Council 
Fire, and sending in precis of specially in
teresting articles for the benefit of those who 
cannot subscribe to a number of periodicals; 
they are also sending out some letters. 

Can the Guide Movement in Victoria really 
not produce anyone else able to make time, 
once a month, to try her hand (and pen) at 
this interesting job? 

We do need a few young city Guiders, Tll'e
fel'ably accessible by telephone, who could 
answe'l' letters, acknowledge contributions, and 
help with proofing and pasting-up. 

And-1besides these helpers-we are still 
looking for our NEXT EDITOR-and we 
need her SOON! 

Help! (and this means you!). 

-The Acting Editor, 

VICTORIAN GUIDERS' 
CONFERENCE, 1947 
25th and 26th October. 

TENTATIVE PROGRAMME. 
Saturday, 2.30 p.m.: 

Opening. 
Speaker-or-f? ? 
Afternoon Tea. 
Nominations. Voting. 
Open Session. Tea. 
Departmental Comments . 
Evening's Entertainment (Puppetry if 

possible). 
Supper. 

Sunday Morning: 
Free time-or} Church-or Session on 

"How to Run a Guides' Own." 
Dinner. 
Informative Sessions. Afternoon Tea. 
Tea. 

Are you thinking NOW about your nomina
tions for the State Council (5 representa
tives), Guiders' Conference Committee (3 re
presentatives), Guide House Committee (1 re
presentative) ? 

Nominations must be signed by the nomi
nee, and may be sent in at any time to Miss 
N. Golding, 11 Grange Avenue, Canterbury. 

Bring suggestions and questio'ns foJ' the 
open session to the Conference. 

, 
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OUR BIRTHDAY GIFT TO 
THE PRINCESS 

Through the courtesy of the "Sun News
Pictorial" we are able to use the blocks show
ing our birthday gift to Princess Elizabeth, 
and the three lucky girls who handed the gift 
to her on our behalf. 

The Guides will like to see this picture of 
the diamond trefoil brooch purchased with the 
pennies of members of the Girl Guides Asso
ciation throughout the Empire. 

And proud indeed were the Brownie, Guide 
and Ranger who were chosen as bearers of 
the gift! 

• 

• 
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NEW TENDERFOOT AND 
SECOND CLASS SYLLABUS 
The suggested alterations were published in 

"Matilda" in April, and Guiders were asked 
to discuss them and send in their opinions. 
Comparatively few letters were received on 
the subject, and there was no general feeling 
either for or against the alterations. It has 
therefore been decided to adopt the new 
syllabus straight away in Victoria, and HO 

fall into line with the other States, most of 
whom are already using it. For the next 
three months it will be 'optional for Guides 
to use either the old or new syllabus, but 
after that (N .B., after 1st October) the sylla
bus for the Tenderfoot and Sec.nd Class Tests 
will be as fonows:-
Tenderfoot Test. ~ 

Know: 
The Guide Law. 
T-be threefold Promise. 
The signs and salute. 

Understand the composition of the Union 
Jack, the right way to fly it, AND KNOW 
SOME OF THE STORIES CONNECTED 
WITH IT. -

WHIP THE END OF A ROPE, AND TIE 
THREE OF THE FOLLOWING KNOTS, 
AND KNOW THEIR USES: REEF, SHEET 
BEND, CLOVEHITCH, DOU.BLE OVER
HAND AND FISHERMAN'S. 

Have AT LEAST one month's attendance. 
Second Class. 

Before being awarded the Second Class 
Badge, the Guide must show that she is try
ing hard to keep the threefold Promise. 

1. Have passed the Tenderfoot Test. 
2. Receive and answer a message out of 

talking range in Morse OR SEMA
PHORE. 

3. RECOGNISE TWELVE L I V I N G 
THINGS AND DISCOVER BY OBSER
V ATION SOMETHING OF INTEREST 
ABOUT EACH; 01' 

KEEP A SHORT AND INTERESTING 
INDIVIDUAL LOG BOOK; or 
Stay still alone for half an hour in the 
open and afterwards report on anything 
she has seen 01' heard 01' smelt. 

4. KNOW THE STALKING POSITIONS 
AND HAVE PLA YED ST ALKING 
GAMES. FOLLOW A TRAIL OF 
WOODCRAFT SIGNS FOR AT LEAST 
HALF A MILE. 

5. DO square lashing, and show practical 
use of six of the following knots: reef, 
sheetbend, clovehitch, timberhitch, bow
line, sheepshank, fisherman's, round turn 
and two half-hitches, and packer's knot. 

6. Make a fire, out of doors, using not more 
than two matches, and cook on it. 

7. Know how -to be healthy, and show what 
she is doing to keep the rules of health. 

8. Cover a mile in Scout's pace AND AR
RIVE IN GOOD CONDITION. 

9. Treat simple cuts, burns, shock, fain ting 
and choking, and stop bleeding (with pad 
and bandage on the wound only); apply 
large arms ling and bandage a sprained 
ankle. 

10. MAKE SOME USEFUL ARTICLE. 
11. Strip and make a bed properly and put 

her knowledge into practice at home. 
12. Be able to use a PUBLIC telephone, and 

know the local bus routes. 
For Victorian Guides t he Australian Flag 

will still be included in the Tenderfoot, and 
treatment of snakebite in Second Class. 

THIS QUESTION OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN FLAG 

Quite a number of letters wel'e receive!.! 
[rom Districts, Guiders and Companies in 
answer to the query whether the Australian 
Flag should remain as a part of the Tendel'
foot or if the general feeling was that it 
was too much to expect of a recruit. "Ma
tilda's" readers will be interested to learn 
t hat only one individual and one Company 
were in favour of any change being made; 
consequently, in Victoria, the Australian Flag 
will remain, as before, a part of the Tender
foot Test. 

-Sheila M. MacLeod. 

TO HELP OTHER PEOPLE AT 
ALL TIMES 

• Recently a tragic drowning accident robbt'd 
two Guides (Gladys and Shirley Knibbs), 01 
1stA Sale Company, of their father and two 
brothers:- The Mayor of Sale opened an ap
peal to help the family. and the Guides de
cid~d to augment this appeal by condu~Hng 
a garden fete. 

The Union Jack was flewn at the gate. a nd 
the Company flag in the centre of the grounds, 
which were kindly lent by Mrs. A. Mathieson. 
Music by the Sale Town Band, well stock0d 
stalls under the care g.f Mrs. Dennis (Dish·jet 
Commissioner), puppet shows, a miniature 
train, and afternoon tea, all helped in th t' 
entertainment of the visitors, and the resul
tant £123/5 /6 handed to the Mayor showed 
that 1st Sale Company were indeed will ing 
I'to help other peop"Je at all times." 

I 
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'T raining and Camping 
TRAINING 

PROGRAMME FOR MISS COBHAM'S 
TRAINING IN VICTORIA, 

December, 1947, to ' January, 1948. 
Campcraft Training-Friday, 26th December, 

to Saturday, 3rd January. 
Commissioners' Residential Training-Tueii

day, 6th January, to Friday, 9th January. 
General Outdoor Training Afternoon, followed 

by TEA and CAMP FIRE-Saturday, 10th 
January. 

Training Week (Guide and Brownie Guiders) 
-ITuesday, 13th January, to Thursday, 22nd 
January. 

Ranger Guiders' Week-end - Friday, 23rd 
January, to Monday, 26th January. 

Brownie Guiders' Everung Class in Town
Wednesday, 28tlJ. January. 

Trainers' Evening-Thursday, 29th January. 
Guide Guiders' Evening Class in Town

Friday, 30th January. 
Dates for applicaiions will be published 

later, also to whom they should be sent; but 
the programme is published in full now so 
that Guiders may arrange their holidays 
accordingly. 

N.B.-Please note that there has been an 
alteration to the tentative dates given for 
the Training Week and Ranger Guiders' 
Week-end, as published in ~he June "Matilda"; 
this was necessary in order to make the best 
use of the holiday week-end. 
Brownie Elementary Course. 

A course of eight Brownie Elementary 
Training Classes and one Outdoor Class will 
be held, if applications warrant it, at the 
Girl Guide Office, 60 Market Street, Melbourne, 
commencing on Thursday, 14th August, at 
7.45 p.m. Guider-in-charge: Miss G. Roach. 
Fee for course, 2 / -. Brownie Guiders wish
ing to attend these classes should notify the 
Hon. Training Secretary, cJo Girl Guide Office, 
by 7th August. Guiders wishing to attend 
must have had their 17th birthday on, or 
before, 14th August, and, if they have not 
attended a previous training, should send in 
with their applications a Nomination Form 
signed by their District Commissioner. 

• 
CAMPING 

Summer Camps, 1946-7. 
Would you like to know something of last 

season's activities? 
There were 27 camps altogether-at Guide 

House, Bungarra, Warrandyte, Woori Yallock, 
Drouin West, Bairnsdale, Taradale, Wodonga, 
and a Roving Camp over the Australian Alps, 
with a total of over 500 campers. 

These campsjncluded two Interstate Ranger 
Camps at the Guide House, of which you have 

already read in a previous month's issue; the 
Roving Camp, for Rangers experienced in 
light-weight camping; two camps at Wodonga, 
one a Training Camp for Guiders of the 
Southern Riverina and Northern Victoria 
areas, and the other for Guides of the same 
districts (these were staffed mainly by New 
South Wales Guiders, and were the "first 
camps" for the majority qJ the campers, who 
are so far from tbe centre of their itates' 
camping activities); the Campcraft Training 
Week, held at Taradale, at which we were 
particularly pleased to have a Guider from 
Western Australia, one from Tasmania, and 
one from New South Wales; and many Guide 
and Ranger Company Camps. 

The testing resulted in two Camper's 
Licences being endorsed and four issued, two 
Guider's Permits and seven Campcraft Certi
ficates being passed. 
Next Season~Important. 

As you will see by the programme for 
Camping and Training during Miss Cobham's 
visit, January, 1948, will be a very busy time 
for us all, and that means a very busy time 
beforehand for the Camping and Training 
Departments. Under these oircumstances, 
campers are a!!ked to send their completed 
Camp Permission Form to the Commissioner 
for Camping- not later than 1st DECEMBER, 
1947. 

If, through no fault of your own, your 
arrangements are not completed by that date, 
fill in as much detail as you can and forward 
the other information later. 

We are not able to guarantee tha t forms 
received after that date will be considered. 
Pioneer Badge. 

Once again a reminder that applications for 
Guides who wish to be included in the preli
minary test on a Saturday in October next 
must be sent to Miss M. McDonald, 46 Snow
den Avenue, Caulfield, S.E.8, not later than 
20th August, 1947. For further details see 
June "Matilda." 

HINTS AND TIPS. 
Weights and Measures-

10 eggs weigh approximately 1 lb. 
3 teaspoonsful equal 1 tablespoonful. 
4 tablespoonsful equal 1 wineglass or gill. 
2 gills equal 1 tumbler. 
2 tumblers equal 1 pint. 
2 pints of flour equals 1 lb. 
Recipe--Apricot Delight (for 22 people).-

Stew and sieve 4 lb. apricots. Dissolve 2 
tablespoons of gelatine into syrup (which 
should be about 6 cups). Beat up three or 
four whites of eggs and add. 

Serve with custard made with yolks, 
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PIONEER POSERS. 

Can you answer the following questions? 
If you cannot, you had better get hold of 
"Campcraft for Girl Guides," "Hiking and 
Lightweight Camping," "Be Prepared," a Girl 
Guide Diary, or copies of The Guide and The 
Guider, and read them all (it probably would 
not hurt you to read them, even if you do 
know all the answers!!!). 

Do you know--< 
1. What is meant by "wood on wood and 

iron on iron"? 
2. What happens when you hammer a tent

peg without first removing the guy rope? 
3. What happens when you patch an old 

tent with new material? 
4. Why you should hammer in a ' peg with 

your back to the tent? 
5. What happens when you don't slacken 

the guy ropes in damp weather? 
6. What happens when you don't tighten 

the guys in windy weather? 
7. Why you should brail up the tent during 

the day? 
8. Why you should sleep with some part of 

the tent open? 
9. Why you should put your bedding out

side if it is a fine day? 
10. What you should do with your bedding 

if it isn't a fine day? 

Did you get 100 per cent. correct? 

Pioneer Relay.---illy using chairs for tents, 
and coats for bedding, and shoes for mallets, 
you could play quite an effective indoor game 
with these' questions. Try it. 

-C.F. 

"GIPTON" "GIPTON" "GIPTON" 
Have you all forgotten we have "Gipton"? 

There are plenty of vacancies, so you may 
all have a turn at enjoying a camp there. 

Pencil bookings in the diary at H.Q. mean a 
tentative booking; once these are inked jn 
they are confirmed. 

PLEASE do not write in your own booking, 
but fill in the application form supplied; the 
date will be confirmed two months ahead. 
. "GIPTON" SUPPLIES.-Mrs. Westgarth 
(who lives in Miss Lewis' house) has kindly 
consented to order bread, milk, and pay the 
bills of campers. SHE DOES NOT TAKE 
SCRAPS, SO PLEASE BURY OR BURN 
THESE. 

-M. Burl'. 

"MYCUMBENE! !!!!" 
(HERE WE SIT DOWN! ! ! !) 

"Since singing is so good a thing, 
I wish all men would learn to sing." 

So spoke William Byrd in what were, ap
parently, other days than these. For I would 
be compelled to amend his quotation, and say, 
from the depth of my being: I wish all men 
could learn to sing, without complications 
setting in! 

It seems that we have unwittingly been 
treading the path of transgression, and, 
though I cannot deny that I enjoyed myself, 
and dare to hope that at least a few have 
enjoyed our wanderings, we must in future 
mend our ways, lest you, too, shoulq. fall. I 
have come to earth with a bump, and the 
reason for my violent descent was ... "Tne 
Law of Copyright." You won't want a loose
leaf covel' for your song. sheets, so don't 
buy one! I 

And, now, may I introduce to you 

"THE LAW OF COPYRIGHT." 
Copyright is the exclusive right of multi

plying copies of an original work or compo
sition . It endures for the life of the author, 
and a period of 50 years after his death. 

Infringement of copyrigh.t is the doing of 
anything which the owner has the sole right 
to do. The author may assign .this right to 
reproduce his work to some other person or 
persons, but this assignment, to be legal, must 
be made in writing by the author or his agent. 

Certain things may be printed:-
1. Very old or traditional songs. 
2. Anonymous songs of unknown source. 
3. Folk songs whose origin is lost in the 

past. 

As far as all other songs are concerned, it 
would be necessary to have the written per
mission of the holder of the copyright befol-e 
any reproduction could be made. 

This, then, explains the absence of song 
sheets from the last two issues of "Matilda." 
For those who don't own song books, I'm 
sorry . . . but llhis is the only thing to do. 
In any case, perhaps before many months have 
elapsed there will be plenty of song book~ 
available, in which case song. sheets would be 
entirely superfluous . . . always supposing 
they were reproduced with written permis
sion! And still I wish you 

Good Singing, Guides! 
-"W'eringel'ong." 
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THE ADOLESCENT GIRL 

(This article is one of a series of Post
Guiders' Training Articles used in "Britain. 
It has been very slightly cut.) 

"The adolescent girl is frequently r egarded 
as a problem. Vague descriptions of symp
toms supposed to accompany adolescence arc 
made the subject of excuse or blaIl!e. 

Adolescence is the period of transition from 
childhood to womanhood. It is a gradual pro
cess, and in many cases is extended over nve 
years, between thil'teen and eighteen. It is 
a period of mental and physical growth; it 

.i ~ still more a period of growth of those 
glands of secretion known as the endocrine 
glands. Although these glands-the thyroid, 
pituitary, adrenals, ovaries or testes-are 
working from birth to old age, they reach their • 
maximum devalopment and strength in the 
years of adolescence. On their even and 
regular development depends the future well
being and activity of the individual. When 
development of anyone of these endocrine 
glands is delayed or accelerated, then symp
loms of irritability, irresponsibility or over
maturity may appear. This is why some 
Guides (for we are discussing the gil"ls be
long ing to the Gtlide Movement) seem young 
for their years, cling to dolls and childish 
toys, a'"nd show no initiative, while others want 
qukkly to leave all childhood 's pleasures be
hind, and show they are grown up by inde
pendence of action and by their use of cos
met ics, high-heeled shoes and other tradi
tional evidence of being grown-up. Giggling 
and resentment of authority are two well
known and irritating phases of this age. 

If the school influence is satisfactory, keep
ing the girl's interest by broadening the out
look in the subjects studied; and, if home 
surroundings provide stability, then the bogey 
of adolescence will not assume undue propor
tions. The "crushes" of one girl towards an 
older girl or towards a school mistress are of 
help if directed wisely; boy-girl friendships 
made at Youth Movements or at juvenile 

dance-clubs, so long as they do not take up 
too much time or thought, are most helpful 
let-outs for both. Wise guidance by the 
parents should show that friendship can only 
be followed by marriage after a number (If 
years, and the parents should. also encourage 
outdoor sport and interests in order to occupy 
the girl's enlarging mind. 

The Extension Section in the Guide Move
ment includes -in its membership girls be
tween seven and thirty. This is a higher top 
limit of age than with active Rangers, who 
are expected to finish their training at twenty
one. Girls handicapped by bad health are 
apt to develop slowly, 'physieally, and their 
endocrine development may be late in matur
ing. 

According to the type of handicap, certain 
features may be outstanding. Blind girls 
usually develop normally, but may reach the 
higher age of adolescence before they show 
independence. Unless their blindness is due 
to disease of the nervous system (and this 
is not the common form), they will mature 
normally and be able, physically, to take 
their place among womell. If they have lived 
unduly sheltered lives at home, this will in
fluence their mental development. If they 
have been to boarding-schools or other special 
training institutions, they will probably have 
learned to adjust themselves to their special 
condition. 

Deaf, and deaf and dumb girls are probably 
more cut off from friendly contact than other 
handicapped girls. They are unable to con
verse with their home friends, unless there 
is sign language in use between them. They 
can see, it is true, but they cannot be told 
about things, nor do they find it easy to ask 
questions or to make use of the answers given 
to them. Apart from a general etardation 
which is often present, in their adolescent 
years, the endocrine glands develop slowly .... 

Girls who are born crip.ples often have 
other physical defects as well. Their minds 
are usually good, and can be educated and 
developed if attention is given to the teach
ing from a very early age. Too often, because 
of missed 1?chool and inability to contend 
physically with other girls, the general deve
lopment is more retarded than it should be. 
Their spirits change from hour to hour. Theil' 
interests are held for short periods only, and 
the general transition from adolescence to 
adult womanhood may settle into a stationary 
condition .... 

Girls' who have acquired some defect, such 
as rheumatic heart disease, may pass through 
adolescence too quickly, and their period of 
mental and physical growth may result in the 
early exhaustion of their physical capabili
ties and a cessation of mental development. 

Handicapped girls cannot live normal out
dOOl' lives. They do' not meet boys at Youth 

(Continued on page 11.) 
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THE SIGN POST 

THE FIRST CLASS TEST 
"READ MAP" 

(Continued fl'om last month.) 

Description of the Area.--;We learnt last 
month how to set our map and to und~'stand 
the scale. This time we want to finish read
ing it-that is, to discover by looking at it 
the type of country we are to travel through, 
and any prominent features or landmarks we 
will pass on the way. 

The earliest maps combined both plan and 
picture, and this method is still in use, though 
mainly for advertising pruposes, being too 
cumbersome for ordinary usage. However, 
most delightful maps of this type are seen at 
times, with small sketches of prominent build
ings, pictures of animals or industries, stick 
figures, etc. In this sort of map, as in the 
maps of long ago, each map-maker decides 
for himself how he will represent the various 
features, the obvious disadvantage being, of 
course, that it necessitates learning a fresh 
set of signs for each maker's map. The signs 
in most general use have, therefore, been con· 
ventionalised, and the symbols to represent a 
church, bridge, marsh, etc., are used, in place 
of writing in the word or drawing pictures 
of the objects. Get an Ordnance Map and 
you will see for yourself what some of these 
signs are. They are dotted over the map 
in the appropriate places, and, at the bottom 
or.: side you will find a key telling you what 
each ' sign represents. 

You may also want to know from your map 
if the route you intend to folloW" is suitable 
for your bicycle, or if there is too much hill
climbing for this. This is where your con
tour lines come in. Look again at the map 
and you will see a series of irregular, roughly 
circular lines, usually drawn in orange 01' 

blue. 'Dhese are the contour lines, drawn 

through places having the same altitude above 
sea-level. Study the map again, and you will 
see figures on these lines, usually showing 
intervals of 100 feet in height between each. 
But contours will tell us much more than 
the height of various places; from them it is 
possible to know something of the slope of 
the land, too. When contours are at equal 
distances apart, the slope is uniform: when 
the intervals are closer at the top than at 
the bottom, the slope is concave, and vicE' 
versa. Generally speaking, any crowding t o
gether of contours indicates a steep slope. 

Now pick out a route on the map, study it 
well, decide all you can about the type of 
country surrounding it. Then, on your first 
free day, set out with a companion and really 
explore the same area, and see how many of 
your previous deductions were corr~ct. Per
haps you will say that this is going beyond 
what is required for the test. To be sure 
it is! But don't you want to do so? How 
are you ever going to know whether yOU can 
read a map correctly unless you prove it by 
following the route yourself? And how dull 
and unadventurous to ~it at home and tell 
someone else all about the map, leaving them 
to travel through the countryside you <le
scribe! Get out, and go adventuring too
and good luck to your explorations! 

-"TUL-KARA." 

..• OR DO YOU ALREADY ? 

If you are thinking of taking out a new 
subscription to "The Guider," "The Guide," 
or "Council Fire," will you make up yoar 
mind this month? 

In August, all existing overseas subscr ip
tions fall due, and notices will be sent to 
remind. Guiders concerned. New subscribers 
should send their order, too, accompanied uy 
the requisite amount: "The Guider ," 6 / ;1 ; 
"The Guide," 16/6; "The Council Fire," 2 /6. 

H. A. Barclay, Magazine Sec. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

22nd, 23~'d, 24th September-Commissioners' 
Conference. 

27th September~Brownie Guiders' Conference 
7th October-lG.G.A. Annual Meeting. 
25th-26th October-Guiders' Conference. 
November (we hope)-The Chief Guide in 

Victoria. 
. 26th December-30th January-Miss Cobham 

in Victoria (see under Training and 
Camping for revised dates). 
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GUIDE INTERNATIONAL 
SERVICE 

FOOD PARCELS FOR VOLUNTEERS IN 
EUROPE. 

Miss Dell Hayman, who is at present in 
Britain emphasises that all food parcels in 
tended 'for Europe MUST BE SENT DIRECT 
TO VOLUNTEERS IN GERMANY. It l S 

well nigh impossible to get food parcels out 
of England again, and in any case postage 
would have to be paid again. Here are th c 
addresses of Austl'<1lian Volunteers a s at 
20/5 / 47:-

Dr. M. Ross) 
G.I.S. Office, 

46 Belgrave Square, 
London, S.W.l, Eng·land. 

Miss G. Hesketh and Miss B. Godson, 
136 / RS. G'uides, 

Mil. Govt. Relief Det., 
Brunswick, 

822 H.Q., C.C.G., 
British Army of Rhine. 

Miss 13. Ford Smith, 
Intergovernmental Committee on Refu gees . 

c / o Secretariat H.Q. Mil. Govt., 
Land Nieder Sachsen, 

229 H.Q., C.C.G., 
British Army of Rhine. 

Miss D. Cohen and Miss J. Tucker, 
RS/II / G.I.S., 

c / o 529 H.Q., C.G.G. (BE), 
British Army of Rhine, 

Heide, Germany. 
Miss L. Thomas and Miss A. Kerner, 

RS / I07, Guides, 
British Red Cross Commission, 

British Army of Rhine. 
Miss N. Kemp, 

RS / 131, Guides, 
British Red Cross Commission, 

British Army of Rhine. 

THEY FELT LIKE FATHER CHRISTMAS. 
In a letter dated 10 /5 / 47 Miss Dell Hayman 

describes how she and. Miss Mary Lambe, a 
Victorian Guider at present in London, dis· 
tributed the food and handicraft materials, 
the packing of which was told of in May 
"Matilda." 

"The luggage has come, and Mary and J 
had a wonderful time unpacking the cases. 
I had to pay £4 duty .... Mary and I thought 
it would be best to give about half .the food 
to the G.I.S. staff. There are seven of them 
living in great discomfort in the stable of the 
Guide Club. Having stayed with them, I 
know how near the breadline they are. They 
always have a bed for our people arriving 
Lrom overseas; they nurse sick volunteers; 
and they do all this on their own rations. 
They were so thrilled-it was marvellous to 
bll able to give them things .... The handi
craft materials are lovely, and either I shall 
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take them with me to Germany or send them 
to the Teams. The rest of the food and soap 
is to be kept for Volunteers on leave .... It 
takes about a week to get ration cards, and 
during that time th~ Volunteers have to come 
back on the G.I.S. staff for soap, etc. Mary 
and I felt like Father Christmas." 

THE WORK OF A VICTORIAN 
VOLUNTEER. 

Miss Lysbeth Thomas, writing on 20th 
May, says: 

"It's Whit-Monday; we have the whole 
week-end free, but one can always find SOHle 

work to do. Saturday we spent sorting cloth~s 
and rationing out food. We have just re
ceived several tons of food from the N 01'

wegian Red Cross, which had to be sorted 
out for each Camp.- This takes some doing, 
as rations like this have to be split into dif
ferent categories - men workers, women 
workers, children 0-3, 3--6, etc. All this 
is calculated from what is called the "daily 
strength," which every Camp has to submit 
for each day .... I've been given a little extra 
work to .do these las.t few days. Both the 
Welfare Officer and Clothing Officer. have been 
on le~e, and I have been deputising for them. 
At the end of the week the girl who runs 
the house and all amenities, school and kinder
garten feeding for the Camps, is going on 
leave for three weeks, so I am to do that. 
Also I am to have a Camp to look after from 
now on, so I look like ~ing busy!" 

AND THE WORK OF A 
WEST AUSTRALIAN VOLUNTEER. 

Miss D. Cohen, of West Australia, in a 
letter dated 20th March, has this to say: 

"In addition, I have now taken over the 
two Islands of Pellworm and Nordstrand, 
which were previously under the Eiders11edt 
workers .... They will not entail much extra 
work, .as neither has a great number of re
fugees. Pellworm is about 10 miles from 
the coast, and has to be contacted by launCh. 
The sea has been frozen, so that contact with 
the mainland, supplies, etc., have been com
pletely cut off, and it became necessary 10 
arrange for essentials to be dropped from 
the air .... 

Supplies are pitifully inadequate, but the 
smallest item is accepted gratefully. All the 
girls are scrounging from their friends in 
England for clothing, shoes, etc., and the 
response has been remarkable, bearing in 
mind the shortage of everything in England. 
In this connection I am writing to Mrs. Lec 
Steere to see if our G.G.A,. can help with 
parcels of clothing, also with a scheme we 
are trying to !?tart for Guide Companies to 
'adopt' German youth Clubs, aId help them 
along with books, equipment, etc., as well as 
8xchanging correspondence .... We feel that, 
if England can do it, Australia can ev~n 

" ' more so ... 



SUFPLE?"~EnT TO "ULTILDA" 
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G. I . S . NEWS 

A Tes t Canp wa s h e ld i n Sout h i .. ustra li o. f rol.l Wednesd ay , 
25th Ju n e t o Vve dn e sday , 2nd July , and si x Vict ori a ns we r e 
s en t t o t h e Can p - i n a ll t her e we r e f i f t een v o lun t eers f r on 
t h e who l e of l .. u s tra li o. . 

Th e fo llowing i s a li s t of volun t eer s wh o hav e p E. ssed 
t h e t e s t, he aded by : -

Mi ss F . V . Ba rfu s , Vi c t o ri a 

Mi s s At k i nson , 
I.fii ss Corric k , 
Mi s s Cou p er, 
:"'Ii s s Lit t l e , 
Mr s . r.~ann , 
Mi ss Tay l or, 
f-il i ss Tobi n , 

Ta s nan i a' 
Ta snani a 
We s t e r n Lu s t r a li a 
Sout h L.u s tra li a 
Victo r i a 
Vic to ri a 
Vict ori a 

A c a b l e wa s r e c e i ved f r or:'l n i ss Wa r d , a s ldnG wh e t her 
:rliss BG rfu s would b e oV2i l c. b l .:- f o r a sp eci a l job . Sh e h a s 
exp r e ss e d h e r wi lli n~n e ss , o.nd hop e s t o s a il f r on Me lbourne 
on t h e "Ori on II on 24 t h July n e xt. 

F . IIIITCHELL 

VOLUNTEii;RS I N EUROPE . 

The l a t e st a ddre s se s of t h o rli ss3s Coh en. , He ske t h a nd 
Godson a r e os f o llows : -

~ !Ii ss Coh en i s n ow ':i t 1.1. • .3 . /10 7 Gui d e s , 

Mi ss He s ke t h a nd 
d iss Go d s on a r e 2 t 

Br it i s h Re d Cross CorI.~issi on , 
Br i ti sh i>.r rJ.Y of Rh i n e . 

R . ,s/1 36 Gui d e s , 
Bri ti s h j ~rwy of ~hi ne . 

r''lOre i nforr.ls t i ::m will b 8 g i v en i n t h e ; .. u gu s t ' ; 1~8t ilda ." 

J ~ .. ".L:::T0N . 
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PATROL 
LEADERS' 
PAGE 

This month, P.L's., I want to talk to you 
about this all-important Patrol Time. 

If you look at P.O. & R. under the heading 
"Patrol Leader," you. will find the words : 
"Instruction should come as much as possible 
through her, She is responsible for all mat
ters relating to work, play and administration 
in her Patrol." 

The organisation and arranging of your 
Patrol Time is not a thing to be left until 
you reach the ·hall, and then to be scrambled 
through five minutes before the rn..eetiing. 
Your Patrol will all be at different stages 
in their tests, and you must try to arrange 
your pl'ogrammes so that you will be fai.r 
to ever~one, 

One week you may have some of your 
Pat rol , who have passed certain tests, teach
ing this work to others, but next week be 
sure you have something for those who taught 
last time to learn, because you don't want t o 
have some members at a standstill whilst 
others go ahead passing tests, do you? If 
you do let this develop, you'll find that tihe 
"teachers" are losing interest in their Guiding, 
and that will never do. 

But remember that it doesn't harm anybody 
to r evise any of the tests they havtl passed; 
in fact, it is very good for them, and it doesn't 
do any harm for a recruit to play games on 
2nd Class or 1st Class Tests because she will 
have to do them some day. So never I;>e 
afraid of spending a Patrol Time occasionally 
playing games on one or two sections 0'£ the 
tests, 

Here are some suggestions for games which 
may prove helpful:-

Firstly, collect some cards or pieces of 
cal'd board, and on each put something con
nected with the Union Jack; for instance, 
draw the Cross of St. George on one, 0n 
another write St. George, another England; 
then Soldier; 1603; Death of Queen Elizabeth ; 
James VI, Scotland, became James I, En 6'
land; and so on. Do a similar set for each 
of the Saints whose Crosses are on the Union 
Jack. As you play this game you'll probably 
find other connections which you can use. 
I feel sure that your recruit, who is just 
learning the flags, would love to hQlp you 
make these cards at Guides one night, don't 

you? If you are going to divide your Patrol 
int o two t eams, you will need two sets of 
cards three teams, three sets, and so on , 
Now 'place one set of cards (all jumbled) in 
front of each team keeping in your hand the 
drawn Crosses fi'o~ each set (3). Now gi vc 
the first Guide in each team one of the 
Crosses. She takes this back to the team, 
and the next Guide runs up and brings back 
to the team another card which is related to 
the Cross of the first Guide. For instance, 
if you hand the first Guide the Cross of St. 
George the sec nd may bring back England 
or Soldier or any other which I mentioned 
earlier. The next Guide brings another re
lated card, and they take it in turns until 
the team think they have found all tbe cards 
r elating to their original Cross. Then they 
call "finished," and you check their answers. 
When all the t eams have finished the first 
Saint, give them the next one, but be sure 
to r eplace the cards, they have just used, as 
some of the dates may refer to two Crosses. 
For the awarding of points I would suggest 
two for the firs t finished and one for every 
correct card. You will find these cards are 
quite useful for all sorts of games which 
you may invent yourself. 
. Another game which may be played is to 
spread the cards in the centre of the Patrol 
(the number of sets depending on the number 
of Guides present; one set for four to l:ix 
Guides) , and then make statements about the 
flag. If your sta tement is correct, the Guides 
must pre 'ent you with the correct card; if it 
is incorrect they mus t sit still. For instance, 
if you said "S t. Andrew's Cross is a white 
diagonal on a blue background the first 
one to present you with this Cross gains 
one point; but if you said his Cross was a.blue 
diagonal on a white background they must 
sit still; if they take a card they lose one 
point. 

Is your Pat rol weak in knots or morse ? 
Then try combining the two by signalling 
them the name of a knot and awarding the 
point to the first Guide to tie that knot 
correctly. To vary the game a little you 

'could allow the Guide who first ties the knot 
conect ly to signal the next one, and so giv~ 
them all practice in signalling, as well as 
I eading and knot -tying. 

Another knot game which is quite fun is 
t o make a set of cards (and let the Patrol 
help; they'll lea rn quite a lot just writing 
out the car ds, and they may be done in 
crayon or coloured pencil, so you needn't 

(Continued on page 15.) 

McKellar Press Print, Malvern. 
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HEADQUARTERS' NOTES 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Held at the Guide Office, 1st and 15th May, 
1947. 

Present: Lady Chauvel (2), Miss Cameron 
(2), Mesdames Hall (2)/ Orr (I), Rylah (2), 
Sear by (I), Misses Campbell (I), Cooper (1), 
Gross (2), Holtz (2), Howgate (I), Mitchell 
(2), MacLeod (2), Moran (I), Richard (2), 
Swinburne (I), and the State Secretary. 

Reported: 
That a message had been received from 

H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth thanking Guides 
for 21st birthday greetings, which read: "1 

'thank you and all the Guides of Australia 
most sincerely for your kind greetings, which 
I have been delighted to receive.-Elizabeth." 

That St. George's Day Service had been 
cancelled by. the Cathedral Authorities because 
of current transport difficulties, and it was 
agreed t hat Guides should be told that can
cellation was not made from Guide Head-: 
quarters. 

That more volunteers were required for 
C.I.S.-two volunteers with administrative 
and welfare . qualifications and two team mem
bers. That there would be a Test Camp in 
South Australia at end of July. Applications 
to be in by 16th May, and applicants must be 
Guiding people. 

That Miss Purnell had been asked by 
Hyderabaa State to return there as Trainer, 
but because of family reasons she was unable 
to accept. 

That Miss Broadhurst has agreed to con
tinue as Travelling Trainer. 

That Mrs. Vise has accepted the Commis
sionership of Lockington and Rochester Dis
trict. 

"That the Chief Guide would be sailing fr,)m 
England on 26th July. -
Agreed : 

That this Association should become a mem
ber of the Victorian Cottncil of Social Ser
vices. 

That the resignation of Miss Roach as Sec
retary to "Matilda" should be accepted with 
re~ret, and with expressions of appreciation 
for her splendid service over the years. 

-M. McL. Burns, State Secretary. 

EQUIPMENT NOTE 

Owing to an unnoticed error in the proofs 
of last issue, GLOVIDS were quoted at 7/ 6 
instead of 17 /6! (No wonder orders came 
pouring in!) 

Please note correct price is 17 /6, 

/ 

WARRANTS AND REGISTRATIONS 
Captains: 

6th Bendigo Company: Miss S. Aldridge. 
1st Maffra Company: Miss B. Hyland 

BadiaI'. . 
1st Parkville Company: Mrs. Heather 

Ewart. 
1st Camperdown Company: Miss Marigold 

Manifold. 
1st Boronia Company: Miss E. Bunning. 
4a Lone Company: Miss Y. James. 
1st Dandenong Company: Miss G. Ward. 

Lieutenant: 
1st Dandenong Company: Miss S. Ward. 
9th Hawthorn Company: Miss M. Patterson. 

Brown Owls: 
2nd Hawthorn Pack: Miss J. Belot. 

REGISTRATIONS. 
Local Association: Melton. 
Brownie Pack : 1st Melton. 
Local Association: Lancaster. 

CANCELLATIONS. 
1st Traralgon Pack: Mrs. Farmer. 
5th Kew Pack: Miss M. Booth. 
1st Pomborneit Company: Miss M. Manifold 

(Lieutenant) . 
1st Yarra Glen Pack: Miss Enid Ault. 
6th Preston Company: Miss P. Higgs. 
4th Preston Company: Miss E. Tobin. 
1st Preston Pack: Miss E. Tobin. 

PATROL LEADERS' PAGE 
(Continued from page 16.) 

worry about taking ink to the meeting), and 
write the name of a knot on one and its use 
on another. If the knot has several uses, 
write each one on a separate card. If you 
have a full Patrol of eight, two sets would 
make the game more interesting, as two 
Guides then have the chance of gaining a 
point, and the awards won't always go to 
the quickest Guide. Spread the jumbled cards 
in the centre of the Patrol, and call the name 
of a knot. The first Guide to hand you its 
use (or, if you are using more than one set, 
the Guides who obtain the correct cards) 
gains a point. If you call a use the name 
of the knot must be handed to you. 

You may vary this game by actually tying 
the knot, and the Guides handing you the eal'd 
with either the use written on it, or the name, 
depending on which you ask, 01' you may call . 
t he use and they must tie the knot. Don't 
forget to include all your 2nd Class knots in 
the cards, and if you find, during the game, 
that some or all of the patrol are weak in any 
particular knot, take time to practice it. 
Practice makes perfect, you know. 

-Gayardaree. 
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GIRL GUIDES ASSOCIATION GYMKHANA, 10th MAY, 1947 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 

• 

RECEIPTS . 
Proceeds from Stalls-

Western Suburbs, Eastern and 
W;estern Wimmera .. . . .. 

Southern Suburbs, Camperdown, 
Geelong, Mornington Penin-
sula . ... ..... ...... . 

North-Eastern Suburbs, Ararat, 
Stawell, Hamilton and Cole
raine, Extensions .. . . .. . . 

Outer • Southern Suburbs, Cen
tral Gippsland . . .. . . . . 

State Council . . .. .. " .. 
Eastern Suburbs, Ballal'at and 

Berwick .. . .. ..... . . 
South-Wlestern Suburbs, Upper 

Gou1burn, Western .. .. .. 
Outer Eastern Suburbs, Croy

don, Clunes, Gippsland, Lones, 
North-Eastern '. . .. " . . 

Northern Division (country) . . 
South-Eastern Suburbs, Mort-

lake, Sumaysia .. . . .. 
Merry-go-round .. . . .. 
Horse Entries . . .. . . . . 
Dog Entries .. .. . . . . 
Refreshments .. .. .. .. 

£54 2 10 

80 14 5 

98 15 8 

67 6 0 
111 9 0 

91 3 10 

82 15 0 

139 10 11 
79 3 6 

252 ,19 0 
27 6 3 
49 6 9 
9 3 6 

135 16 9 

Donations (for Trophies, etc.) 
Sale of Buttons .. .. . . .. 

£1279 12 5 
149 14 3 
276 17 9 

£1706 4 5 

C. BROADHURS~ C~"M~ 
Melbourne, 18th June, 1947. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

We wish to make grateful ackno.wledgment 
and offer thanks to the following for dona
tions received:-

~rs. Frank Tate, Lady Fairbairn, Miss G. 
WIlson, Mrs. C. W. B. Littlej.ohn, Miss Mar
jorie . Drury, Miss Muriel Drury, Mr. A. H. 
A~ghss, Mrs. F. Webb, Mrs. D. C. Williams, 
MISS May Angliss, Sir William Angliss, Mr. 
E. Broadhurst, Mr. R. Broadhurst, Mrs. G. D. 
Langridge, Mrs. C. P. Broadhurst, Mr. I J. 
Marks. Miss J. Alston, Mr. F. P. Denton, 
Mrs. MacKenzie, Mrs. Alan Mackay, Miss G. 

PAYMlE,NTS 

General Expenses (including .. 
Sanitary charge, £3) 

Printing and Stationery .. · . 
Buttons ........ .. .. .. 
Catering (Equipment, £15/9/11; 

Ice Cream, £20/18/4~ .. 
Amplifier .. ...... . . . . · . . . 
Prizes, Sashes, etc. .. .. . . · . .. 
Merry-go-round .. . . . . 
Tables and Trestles, Tents (Hire) 
Hh'e and Erecting of Barricades 

for Arena; iosks, etc. 
Insurall,.Ce for Rain .. . . . . 

Net Surplus (to be allocated as 
under)-

Girl Guides' Associa
tion Headquarters-

One-third £460 19 4 
Guide House--

Two-thirds 921 18 8 

£6 8 4 
27 4 0 
37 9 10 

36 8 " " 10 0 0 
131 8 6 

10 0 0 
37 5 0 

7 2 6 
20 0 0 

323 6 5 

1382 18 0 

£1706 4 6 

W. E. HOGG, Hon. Treasurer. 

Shaw, Mrs. H. Bolte, Mrs. R. L. Dennis, A 
Friend, Mr. Maidment, Mrs. McNaughton, Mr. 
A. W. Challings, Mrs. L. Nicholl, Friends of 
2nd Richmond, Miss M. Jarrett, George's Ltd., 
Swallow & Adell Ltd., Paterson, Laing & 
Bruce Ltd., G. J. Coles & Co. Ltd., Buckley 
& Nunn Ltd., Evan Evans Pty. Ltd., The Myel' 
Emporium, Carlton & United Breweries Ltd., 
The Mutual Stol'e Ltd., Andrews Bros. Pty. 
Ltd., The Leviathan Ltd., Kodak Pty. Ltd., 
Mobile Canteen; and to many other firms who 
helped the variolJs stalls, and were not known 
to Headquarters. 

-Clare Broadhurst. 
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THE INSECTS 

This month, if out on a ramble, you may 
find two members of the Acianthus orchid 
family, and a third member may be found 
later, in the spring. All three are small, 
have a single leaf and single flower stalk, 
and t he flowers resemble insects and are 
commonly known as the Mosquito, Gnat and 
Mayfly orchids. 

The two that may be found now are the 
Mosquito and Gnat, both being slender, but 
sturdy, plants. The flowers of the Mosquito 
(Acian thus exsertus) are reddish 01' a ver
dant green, and they are small and peCl1-
liarly insect-like. If you do not know these 
orchids already, you may have difficulty in 
finding them, but, if you seek for single
leafed plants which hug the earth, you may 
be in luck. The single leaf of the Mos
quito is ovate in shape, its colour dull green 
on top and red below, and the spike of flowers 
carries from three to twelve or more blooms 

The Gnat orchid (Acianthus reniformis) 
may be distinguished by its single, rather 
firm, pale green, kidney-shaped leaf; it" 
Hower stalk usually carries from three to 
eight flowers, the tongues of which are rather 
large and fiat, showing' two raised lines. 
These orchids are companionable little plan ts, 
and prefer to grow in clusters; the Mosquito 
seems to prefer open land conditions, and the 
Cnat I have found in scrub loc,alities on the 
coast. 

The third of the species, which flowers in 
the spring, is the Mayfly (Acianthus cau
c1atus), and it is perhaps the most showy 
of the three; it is also rather offensive, as' it 
has a very distinct smell , which is very un
pleasant-and so this small plant is often 
spoken of as the "dead horse" 01' "doggy" 
orchid. The Mayfly has a thin heart-shaped 
leaf, dull green above and purplish under
neath. The whole plant is very slender and 
of a dark crimson colour; the one, two or 
three flowers are grouped at the top of the 
stem, and are noticeable for their long-tailed 
pepals. I often think the Mayfly could be 
mistaken for a spidel' orchid, as it has a 
curious resemblance to a "Daddy Long-legs." 

The Mayfly likes open forest conditions, 
and can usually be found in large colonies. 
Once you know this orchid, you can often 
lOCate it by its smell , 

-M.D. 

"HONOUR BOARD" 

Miss Ina Watson, who was for some yeat5 
a Guider in Ha~thorn, 'and Division Secretary 
of Eastern Suburbs, will be'remembered by 
many Victorian Guiders. They will be in, 
terested to know that she was elected Pre
sident of the Field Naturalists' Club of Vic
toria at the annual meeting on 9th June, 1917. 

Guiding days, and the wish to help her 
Guides with natural history, first aroused Ina 
Watson's interest in birds. She is the author 
of "Silvertail," a story of a lyrebird's life in 
Sherbrooke Forest. P. Crosbie Morrison say~ 
in his foreword: "Miss .Ina Watson, who wrote 
tbis book, is not just a casual caller on the 
lyrebirds of Sherbrooke; over the years she 
has become a friend of the family." 

All Guidel's will wish her good luck in thi,:;. 
her latest adventure in the "wider world." 

.... ~R.D. 

GUID~ HOUSE GARDEN 
WORKING BEE 

Can YOU come and help in the Guidt= 
House Garden on 9th and 16th August? If 
so, write to Jean Barclay, Flat 6, "Menigal," 
37 George Street, East Melbourne, before 19th 
July. Please say if you can come in the mOTrI
ing or afternoon. The fee is 10/-, covering 
food and transport. 

RANGERS 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF VICTORIAlII 

RANGER COMMITTEE 
Held at Headquarters at 6.30 p.m. on 

Tuesday, 13th May, ]947. 

Present-Miss Broadhurst (in the chair), 
Val Dummett, Raie Curtis, ' Wilma Cregan. 
Beryl Barnett and Mavis Hicks. 

Apologies-Apology was received from J oan 
01'1'. 

Routine business and financial matte, s 
were discussed. 

Miss Moran congratulated the Rangers un 
the good job they did at the Gymkhana. 

Further arrangements were discussed with 
regard to the Conference, and it was decided 
to hold a Country Dance Party afterwards. 

Next meeting to be held on 12th June. 
-Mavis Hicks Secretary. 
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WHAT IS SHE WORTH TO YOU? 

"Matilda's" sub-title tells you what she is 
intended to be: "An official treasure bag of 
Guiders' information for Guiders of Victoria." 

When, during the war, the cost of printing 
"Matilda" increased, the State Executive 
Committee decided not to pass on the addi
Lional cost to subscribers. This decision was 
made in view of the need for some such means 
of disseminating Guide news and views among1 
the Guiders and others who work for and with 
Guides in Victoria. So the price remained 
the same, for the time being. 

Did you pemse the "Matilda" Publication 
account in the last Annual Report? If so, 
you will have noted the amount of the 10dS 
for th'e year. 

The actual cost of each copy is just under 
5d. 

Owing to the small circulation (564 is the 
present number of subscribers), it is not 
feasible to cover some of the production costs 
by means of advertisements, nor can we easily 
spare any of our already rather limited space. 

We all agree that the interest · of "Matilda" 
would be increased by the insertion of more 
illustrations, diagrams, sketches, etc .. but the 
cost of even a small block is from ten t.o 
twenty shillings, so you will understand how 
each new picture increases the year's loss. 

What are your thoughts about the sugges
tion that the subscription rate should be in
creased? 

- Editor. 

AN VAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND 
DONATIONS 

The following amounts have been received 
during May:-

From Packs: 1st Burwood, 1st Elsternwick, 
1st Gardiner, 1st Moonee Ponds, 1st Ouyen, 
3rd St. Kilda, 1st Terang. Total, £1/5/-. 

From Companies: 1st Aberfeldie, 1st Ascot 
Vale, 2nd Ascot Vale, 1st Bendigo, 1st Bent
leigh, 1st Briagolong, 1st Broadford, 1st 
Broadford (extra), 1st Burwood, 6th Camber
well, 1st Canterbury, 2nd East Malvern 1st 
Essendon, Hamilton, 3rd Malvern, 1st Men
tone, 1st Mentone Rangers, 1st Mirboo North 

' lst Moonee Ponds, 1st Mornington, 1st New~ 
port, 1st Ouyen, 1st Parkdale, 7th St. Kilda 
2nd Surrey Hills, 1st Surrey Hills Rangers: 
1st Terang. Total, ~1l /4/-. 

. From Local' Associations: Bentleigh-Mor
dlalloc, Dandenong, Elsternwick, Kerang. 
Total, £4 /14/6. 

Other Donations: Miss H. Gross, Mrs. R. N. 
Hopkins, Mrs. R. Winch. Total, £3/2/.-. 

TALKS ABOUT TREES 
By "Kurrajong." 

In the early religions of all lands, trees and 
plants played a chief part. These early 
people glorified trees and other forms' d 
vegetation because they sustained all othel' 
forms of life. 

Traces of these beliefs remain in folk lore 
and mythology, and to this day in many oj' 
our superstitious observances. 

While Christians considel' that the tree 
mentioned in the Garden of Eden was an 
apple, the Scandinavians made it an ash. 

The name ash is taken from the N ors(' 
"aska-," meaning "Man," for, in the Norse 
belief, it was from a twig of this tree, crook'!u 
like an arm, that Odin fashioned the first of 
our race. Greek mythology tells that Achilles 
used an ash spear and that Cupid made his 
arrows of this wood. 

The Brahmins have adapted to their mystic 
philosophy the kindness of the oak, which, 
while being cut down by the wood cutter, ye · 
effers him the protection of its leaves from 
the sun, wind and rain, and also of the sandal 
wood, which returns sweet perfume for the 
blow of the axe-the moral being that the 
perfect one will love his enemies. 

The palm tree, with which we are familial' 
in Australia, is a venerated tree to man y 
creeds, as well as to ourselves who, on Palm 
Sundays, commemorate Jesus' entry into 
Jerusalem, where 'he was welcomed by the 
crowd waving palm branches. 

The elm we know to-day was once the elven 
or elf tree. In Denmark a fairy is an "elle," 
and the elle tree or alder is a favourite of 
the "Ii ttle people." 

The cypress is now a symbol of sorrow and 
mourning, deriving from the classical fable 
of Cyparissos who, having killed by accident 
a stag playmate, asked the gods to let him 
mourn forever, so Apollo changed him to a 
cypress, dark and drooping, holding the dew 
like teardrops. 

The fir is, of course, the Cbristmas t.ree, 
and it has been a sacred tree for Christial1 ~ 
ever since it was hewn f·or the t mple :tt 
Jerusalem. In Europe, until recently, girl:, 
used to dance around fir trees at festivals, 
singing holiday songs. They believed that 
an imp was imprisoned in the fir tree's 
branches, and that he must give them whai
ever he held in trust or forever lose his chance 
of going fre'i!. 

The magic wand of the fairy godmother {)f 

the present-day pantomime .is a relic of tlw 
beliefs held about the hazel bough. The 
divining rods must be cut at night on thp 
first of t~e new moon, the cutte,r facing eas':
and loppmg a branch from the east side of 
the tree . 

Although a pest in this country, the mistle
toe has since earliest times been regarded as 
a fateful plant. For the Druids it symbolised 
the Spirit because it grew not on the earth 
but in the air . 
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LOOKING BACK AT "B.P." 

"J\1AFUZZIWOGS" 

In "The Guide" of 19th July, 1924, Robm·t 
Baden Powell, Chief Scout, announced the 
Mafuzziwog Championship. 

It was the year of the big Scout Jamboree 
at Wembley, England. Entries for the Cham
pionship were invited .from crippled Guides 
a.nd Scouts in homes and institutions; they 
were to seng. in as many sets of twelve Mafuz
ziwogs as they liked. 

B.P. wrote: "What is a Mafuzziwog? DOl)'t 
you know what it is? A Mafuzziwog is-
well, I don't exactly know what he is myself 
. . . they are about three to four or more 
inches long---lsome of the snakey ones run 
to about a foot. They are funny animals, 
made mainly of bones of chickens, or mutton 
or beef, or wood, wired and glued together, 
and painted in brilliant colours." 

The judging was to be done by Scouts at 
the J aTuboree. 

Now note what was to be done with the 
money. "The Mafuzziwogs will then be sold 
. . . as lucky totems, and the money will be 
sent back to the institution that made them 
to use for the benefit of St. Dunstan's (hos" 
pita] for the blind). 

Note that well: "Send back" for the Guides 
and Scouts to do their own Good Turn, direct. 

~et us ponder 011 this~it is a great thought, 
and a basic one in Guiding and Scouting a~ 
envisaged by the Founder. 

-F.V.B. 

(Contributions of further peeps at B.P. 
would be welcomed from Guiders ho have 
access to early copies of Guide periodicals.) 

MEMORIAL TO "B.P;' 

On 23rd April, St. George's Day, H.R.H. 
the Duke of Gloucester (President of the Boy 
Scouts' Association) unveiled in Westminster 
Abbey a memoria] to the ]~te Lord Baden 
Powell of Gilwell. 

This memorial, near the Unknown Soldier's 
tomb in the "Parish Church of the Empire," 
takes the form of a. simple plaque, over which . 
hang Scout and GUIde banners. 

A BOOK TO READ 

"Matilda" readers might like to know 
Catherine Christian's new book, "The Silver 
U.rricorn," is now on sale at the Melbourne 
bookshops (11/6). It is a book for adults 
dedicated "to all who love freedom better 
than Hfe," and is the story of the slave 
Hilarian in the Ancient World, with a slave 
rebellion, his subsequent adventures as a 
gladiator, travels to Africa, Roman Britain 
until he learns his lesson that "a man who 
loves enough forgets himself." 

-Margaret Fowler. 

NINEPINS 

A DANCE GAME. 

This is a dance game which has proved very 
popular and is a good warming-up game for 

• winter. Any air with a rhythm oLeight beats 
will do. "John Peel," and the kindergarten 
tune, "Oats and Beans and Barley Grow," 
are both very satisfactory. 

Dancers are in couples, and stand in a 
square, each couple facing another. There is 
one odd dancer, the NINEPIN. A skipping 
step is used throughout . 

1st Figure.-Passing by the right shouldel', 
top and bottom couples cross over and change 
places (8 heats), then back again (8 beats). 
Sides repeat. 

2nd Figure.-ITop and bottom men dance 
to meet each other (4 beats), turn each other 
by the right hand (4 beats), dance on to 
opposite woman (4 beats), turn her by the 
right hand (4 beats), back to the centre (4 
beats), turn opposite man (4 beats), back to 
partner (4 beats), turn her (4 beats). Sides 
repeat. 

3rd Figure.~The NINEPIN now comes into 
action and dances round, turning each woman 
by the right hand. When he has completed 
the round, the men join hands with him and 
all dance round . in a ring till the music stops 
unexpectedly, when all the men race for a 
partner, and the one left out is the NINE
PIN next time. 

If your Company has not a musician, the 
music can be supplied quite well by '~ the 
Guides singing the tune and clapping occa
sionally to keep the time strict, 

In case of clash when racing for partners, 
• the "man" wins who comes to the correct 

side of the woman-Le., the left. It is a 
good plan always to have the game twice, 
and for men and women to change places the 
second time. 
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