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COMPLIMENTARY 

NEW S.E.O. FOR 
VICTORIA 

Miss Jill Johnstone OAM retired at the end 
of 1996 after an illustrious 16 years as State 
Secretary / State Executive Officer for 
Guides Victoria. Her successor in this 
demanding role is Merial Clark. 

Merial is no stranger to guiding, having 
been a guide as a girl, and a guide leader 
since 1981. For the past five years, she has 
been involved in labour market programs. 
As Training Services Co-ordinator for the 
Salvation Army Crossroads Network, she 
co-ordinated the delivery of training to 
unemployed people. A trained secondary 
school teacher who taught for a year in 
Turkey, she has also managed Outer 
Western Skillshare, Job Clubs, and other 
programs in Melton. 

Merial works very closely with Heather 
Barton, State Commissioner, who as 
Registrar at Methodist Ladies' College, also 
brings to guiding professional experience in 
the education and training sectors. 
Together, they spearhead an organisation 
which is leading the way in meeting the 
needs of today's sophisticated and diverse 
youth market. 

Guides Victoria's new State Executive Officer, 
Merial Clark (right) with State Commissioner, 

Heather Barton. 
Photo courtesy Leader Newspaper Group -

published with permission. 



FROM THE STATE 
COMMISSIONER 

They say that 'success is a 
journey, not a destination'. 

Guiding is a journey. It is a 
journey of adventure, of 
learning, of discovery and a 
source of new and lifelong 
friends. It is a journey on which 
girls and women 
- extend their personal 

boundaries 
- learn to live responsibly 

and unselfishly 
- and set personal values. 
And, in pursuing the journey, 
they quietly gain personal 
confidence, self esteem and 
success. 

Thousands of Australian women 
attribute their success in some 
way to the life skills and 
personal growth they gained as 
guides. By volunteering their 
time to lead, others are now 
experiencing the benefits of 
guiding. 

So often I hear women say they 
have been able to successfully 
return to the workforce in a 
chosen field 'because of the 
skills I learnt in guiding'. Some 
openly attribute their success in 
business life to the life-skills 
learned and the networks they 
established through guiding. 
Others who have experienced 
situations particularly difficult to 
cope with, find in guiding a 
supportive group of caring 
people who support them 
through their crises. 

Keeping relevant in a changing 
society is a constant challenge to 
all associations. To retain a 
leading position in the 
community in the face of a 
changing world, there is a need 
for constant change. 

Guiding is no different. 
Real change is not achieved by 
one set of actions alone, but a 
range of initiatives, large and 
small, over a period of time. 
Over the past few years, these 
changes have been occurring in 
the area of 
- structure and service 
- management and marketing 
- performance and programs 
- recruitment and retention of 

members 
- communication and quality 

Guiding started because Lord 
Baden Powell had a vision, and 
that vision continues today. 
After more than 85 years of 
giving girls enriching and 
valuable non-formal learning 
experiences, we constantly need 
to focus on the challenges of the 
future. But the old fashioned 
values and responsible 
citizenship gained in guiding 
will stand people in good stead 
for a lifetime. 

FIVE IN ONE 
The Orchard family of 

Winchelsea have placed their 
name in the history books with a 
great family achievement. 
Yvonne and Geoff Orchard are 
proud parents of five wonderful 
girls, all of whom have gained 
their BP award. Bonnie, their 
youngest daughter, upheld the 
tradition, bringing in the 
family's perfect score. Bonnie, 
15 years, joined her older sisters 
Robin 25, Claire 23, Melinda 19 
and Heidi 17, all recipients of 
the award. 

When Yvonne moved to 
Winchelsea in the late sixties 
she hadn't yet realised the 
enormous impact she would 
have on the lives of so many 
young girls. In 1969 Yvonne 
became Guide Leader of 1 st 
Winchelsea Guides. Her 
enthusiasm for guiding has 
shone through over 25 years. 

Heather Barton 

Left to right - Bonnie, Heidi, Melinda, Robin and Yvonne Orchard. 
Photo courtesy The Geelong Independent - published with permission. 



Yvonne has influenced the lives 
of many young girls, helping 
them to develop into capable 
and confident young women. 
Along the way they have shared 
much fun, adventure and 
friendship. 

Though two of Yvonne's 
daughters now live in 
Queensland and one in Ballarat, 
the combination of family 
birthdays and the award 
presentation brought the whole 
family home to share in the 
celebration. Dad's 50th 
birthday, Heidi's 17th and the 
award presentation made for an 
exhausting and exciting week, 
during which Yvonne herself 
was presented with a 25 year 
service award by Victorian State 
Commissioner, Heather Barton. 

Given that Guiding is such a 
strong tradition with her five 
girls, Yvonne feels there is every 
likelihood of the record being 
surpassed by the next 
generation. Is Yvonne's role in 
Guiding coming to an end? Not 
likely. Her warmth and 
enthusiasm guarantee an 
exciting future for guiding in 
Winchelsea. 

Libby Howlett 
Public Relations Adviser 

IT'S "YOUR MOVE"! 
Imagine this - you have been 
involved in a car accident. You 
fall forward unconscious, your 
head slumped forward toward 
your chest, blocking your 
windpipe. You are now in 
urgent need of emergency first 
aid. 

It is a disturbing fact that over 
90% of Australians don't know 
the few basic steps that will help 
save your life. Let's hope that 
when someone finds you, they 
are one of the small percentage 
who do know what to do. 

Statistics show that at least once 
in a lifetime, we will all be 
confronted with a life-

threatening situation. How 
confident are we to deal with it? 

Guides is recognised as a 
valuable non-formal learning 
organisation where girls learn, 
among other things, first aid. 
Now Guides across Australia 
are playing an important part 
in the distribution of an 
emergency life-saving 
adventure video, entitled 
"Your Move". 

The 55 minute video is designed 
to give people confidence to 
attempt to save a life, to help 
them to know what to do in a 
crisis situation, and to motivate 
us all to become responsible for 
each other. It will help reduce 
needless loss of life and 
heartache, the result of a largely 
uneducated and unskilled 
community. 

The best authorities in Australia 
have pooled their expertise to 
ensure that the film correctly 
demonstrates the latest life-
saving techniques. Although the 
subject matter is serious, it is 
presented in an easy-to-learn 
light-hearted style. 

A group of guides star in the 
video, in a segment showing 
them in camp dealing with a 
case of hypothermia. Other 
stars include Ernie Dingo (from 
The Great Outdoors), Lyn Talbot 
(from Healthy, Wealthy and 
Wise), Alan Jones (World 
Champion Formula One racing 
driver), and actors Michael Pate, 
and Peter Gwynne. The Prime 
Minister, The Hon. John 
Howard, MP, is fully committed 
to the campaign, and introduces 
the video. 

Each video sells for $24.95; 
included in this price is a Guide 
share of $4.95. The target is to 
have a copy in every home in 
Australia. A "Your Move" 
booklet comes free with every 
video sold - a handy ready 
reckoner of first aid to keep in 
your glove box or at home. 
Also included is a discount 
voucher for a St. John's 

Hon John Howard, MP, is an enthusiastic supporter o 
"Your Move". 

Ambulance first aid course. The 
Guides' involvement in this high 
profile community initiative 
demonstrates what a strong, 
concerned organisation can 
achieve. 

To obtain a copy of "Your 
Move ", contact the Guide Shop 
at 20 Russell Street, Melbourne, 
or phone (03) 9654 7911. 

FUTURE LEADERS 
PROGRAM 

As Guiding steps into its new 
future across Australia, 
Victorian Guiding is taking a 
step into its secondary schools. 
The Victorian Youth 
Development Program is a 
government funded initiative 
that is giving Victorian school 
children 'the opportunity to 
access leadership and social 
development through training 
programs'. 

The Guide and Scout 
Associations of Victoria have 
joined forces to offer a 
wonderful new scheme called 
the 'Future Leaders Program'. 
Other organisations taking part 



in the VYDP are the Royal and 
Surf Life Saving Societies, 
National Parks Service, State 
Emergency Services, St. John 
Ambulance, Country Fire 
Authority, Police, Army, Navy 
and Air Force. 

All state secondary schools in 
Victoria were invited to apply, 
and those selected were matched 
with a suitable provider. The 
Future Leaders Program is being 
implemented at the Cohuna, 
Sandringham and Ringwood 
Secondary Colleges. Staff from 
each of these schools are 
implementing the program 
within their institutions, though 
outside specialists are used 
where necessary. 

Each program being offered has 
core components of leadership 
(leadership roles will be offered 
to all participants in a range of 
activities during their time in the 
program, similar to the way a 
venturer or guide unit is run), 
team building, first aid and CPR. 
By following these basic 
components each young person 
will be well on the way to 
completing his or her Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh Award. This 
is a requirement for all 
programs. A camping 
component of a minimum of 
eight days and nights is also 
included. 

The Future Leaders Program 
(FLP) has four Key Focuses -
Citizenship, Outdoor Adventure, 
Leadership and Personal 
Development. 

Although this is a new program, 
the fundamentals that are 
common to both Guiding and 
Scouting are the cornerstone on 
which it was developed. The 
concepts of learning by doing 
and activities that generate 
learning by fun, are crucial to its 
success. An integral part of our 
program is the celebration of 
success for each of the FLP 
members. Whilst each member 
will be given the opportunity to 
achieve the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award, we have also 

implemented a new community 
Guide and Scout award that will 
be awarded to each member who 
fulfils the necessary 
requirements of the FLP. This 
award has been called the 
Southern Cross Award. 

The FLP participants do not 
automatically become guides or 
scouts and do not make their 
Promise, though any student 
who sees how great the 
Movements are will of course be 
encouraged to give us a try. 

One requirement of the VYDP is 
that all programs must be 
uniformed. A modern casual 
style was chosen for the FLP 
uniform. The members wear a 
navy, bottle green and white 
striped rugby top, teamed with 
navy blue trousers, shorts or 
culottes, a white T-shirt and a 
navy and green baseball cap. 
All these feature the FLP logo 
incorporating the Guide and 
Scout insignias. 

We are proud to have produced a 
sound Outdoor Education 
Program that could be 
implemented in any public or 
private school. 

Liz Richardson 
Adviser, Guides 10-15 

THANK YOU 
Guides Victoria acknowledges 
with gratitude financial support 
for its work from the following: 

William Angliss (Victoria) 
Charitable Fund. 
Grosvenor Settlement. 
Flora and Frank Leith Charitable 
Trust. 
The Lend Lease Foundation. 
Peter Mackay Bequest. 
Melbourne Newsboys Club 
Foundation. 
Ernest and Letitia Wears 
Memorial Trust Fund. 

Mrs V Brumby 
Miss E Bunning 
Mrs M Cohen 
T Mankey 
Mrs A Miller 

Mrs J Rose 
Mrs P Spencer 
Miss G Tennent 
Mrs C Williamson 

A CHOCOHOLIC'S 
DREAM COME TRUE 

Guides in the Melbourne 
suburbs of Brighton and 
Camberwell couldn't believe 
their luck, when they heard their 
units had each won a fully 
organised, free, Easter Egg 
Hunt! 

The Age newspaper and Mars 
Confectionery ran a competition 
for readers of The Age, inviting 
them to nominate their favourite 
guide unit, by sending in two 
coupons cut from the newspaper. 
The winning units were chosen 
at random from the entries. 3rd 
Brighton Brownie Unit and 1st 
Camberwell Guide Unit each 
won 1,000 Mars Filled Eggs and 
1,000 M and M's Easter Friends. 

Unit leaders received the news 
that their units were the lucky 
winners on the Monday evening 
prior to Easter, giving them only 
two days to let everyone know 
that their Easter Egg Hunts 
would be on Thursday. Not 
surprisingly, the word spread 
like wildfire! 

The Camberwell guides shared 
their good fortune with the 
whole district, inviting families 
to pay a small fee to take part. A 
character figure called Mr M 
and M was on hand and 150 
people came along to enjoy the 
fun. Not only did everyone go 
away with an armful of Easter 
eggs, but a donation of eggs was 
given to Camcare, a local 
welfare agency, and the district 
scouts received a box to take 
away on camp. 

Brighton brownies, too, had a 
big crowd of excited 
participants, and they shared 
their joy by donating some 
Easter eggs to Monash Medical 
Centre. 



GUMNIC 

March was the month for the 
"big" event for our youngest 
guides, when GUMNIC, the 
annual state picnic for guides 6-
8 and their families was held at 
Braeside Park, Mordialloc. 

The theme for GUMNIC '97 
was "Birds" and the activities 
were based around birds, 
including the birthday cake, 
celebrating seven years since the 
program for 6-8 year olds was 
launched. The birthday cake 
was made up of individual patty 
cakes made earlier, decorated as 
birds and taken to GUMNIC. 

Braeside Park rang with the 
voices and laughter of 200 
guides, over 70 leaders, 
approximately 130 family 
members and uncounted 
brothers and sisters. When Sid 
Seagull appeared through the 
bushes the excitement increased, 
and for the rest of the day all 
sorts of comments and questions 
were asked of the big, friendly 
bird, from "Look at the big 
magpie" to "Do you have 
chickens?" 

Kite making and flying, 
decorating eggs, birds to colour 
in, birds to look for and identify, 
bird stories to listen to, bird 
dances to do, a long walk 
around the heath land trail to 
gain a GUMNIC badge each, 
lots of eating, special hand 
stamps, the Mobile Shop to visit 
. . . the day passed quickly and 
very happily. 

Two other similar GUMNICS 
also took place in March, one in 
Sale and another in Bendigo. 

Margaret Callister 
Adviser, Guides 6-8 

GUIDES 
A U S T R A L I A 

MENTORING 

Guides Victoria and the Women 
of Note group have established a 
mentoring program linking Year 
11 young women students with 
women in professions. A highly 
successful Inaugural Mentor 
Breakfast held in May 1996 was 
followed up by a Mentor 
Workshop held at the State 
Library Theatrette in December. 

Stella Axarlis, Managing 
Director of Bilcon Engineering 
Pty Ltd and internationally 
acclaimed opera star, was the 
inspiring guest speaker. She 
was supported by six 
outstanding presenters, who 
shared their expertise on time 
management, networking, public 
speaking, maintaining well-
being, marketing oneself, and 
achieving a balanced life. 

As State Commissioner Heather 
Barton explained, "The future is 
about mentoring. Professional 
women are linked with the 

young women to act as a 
catalyst, so that the young 
women can learn about business 
skills and the benefits of 
networking. We're looking at a 
different generation of young 
women; it's recognised that 
women will play a greater role 
in business positions in the 
future. This is a way of 
encouraging their aspirations." 

Planning is well underway for 
the second annual mentor 
breakfast, which will be held at 
the Grand Hyatt Hotel on 23 
May. The theme is "Creating 
Your Own Opportunities - Life-
long Learning". Fashion 
designer and business woman 
Sally Browne, and lawyer Paula 
Gerber-Jones will be guest 
speakers. The project has the 
enthusiastic support of the 
Department of Education and 
the Association of Independent 
Schools of Victoria. 

Sarah Cooper and Kerith Laurie - Rhodes enjoying the 1 9 9 6 
Mentor Breakfast 



Having fun in the Af ter School Care Gu ide Program, St. Margaret's, Berwick. 
Photo by Ian Baker, courtesy Herald and Week ly Times - publ ished with permission. 

VALUE-ADDED AFTER 
SCHOOL CARE 

After school care is an essential part of 
life for many of today's busy families. An 
exciting initiative is adding value to after 
school programs, as well as making 
guiding more accessible for girls and their 
parents, by taking the guide program 
directly to them. 

At St Margaret ' s Junior School in 
Berwick, and at Broadmeadows Primary 
School, After School Care Guide 
Programs have been set up. The aim is to 
bring guiding within the reach of girls 
whose parents are not able to take them to 
a local guide unit because of work and 
other commitments . 

The weekly program starts straight after 
school, and takes place in the school 
setting. Parents know their girls are 
enjoying a quality program and being 

supervised in a safe, familiar 
environment. 

After School Care Guide 
Programs will be introduced in 
several more schools later in 
1997. 

PROJECT 2000 
Since guiding began in Australia 
in 1910, there are a million 
Australian women who have 
been or still are members of 
Guides. 

Project 2000 aims to recognise 
and publicise the achievements 
of up to 2000 Australian women 
who have been influenced by 
guiding, f r om 1910 until today. 

A study of history in Australia 
reveals that very little has been 
recorded of the achievements of 
women. 
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which this issue of "NEWS from GUIDING" was sent. 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

P/Code 

They have been 
expected to take a 
background role, and 
their contributions have 
often been overlooked. 
Many women have 
worked against the odds 
to achieve remarkable 
things. They have 
undertaken activities not 
generally regarded as 
socially acceptable for 
women. 

Project 2000 will 
feature the unsung 
heroes of guiding - not 

i i 

just those who took prominent 
roles, but the women who have 
pioneered, influenced and 
nurtured in their local 
communit ies. 

The project will record the 
influence of guiding on society 
in this century, and promote a 
positive image of women. It 
will demonstrate how women in 
guiding have often been in the 
vanguard of progress. It will 
provide role models for current 
and future members. 

The final format of Project 2000 
has not yet been decided. Some 
ideas under consideration 
include book(s), C D disks, 
Internet, film and video. The 
aim is to have a release 
promotion on World Guide 
Thinking Day, 22 February, 
2000. 

Nominations of appropriate 
women are sought, and 
nomination forms are available 
f rom the Guide Centre (phone 
03 9654 7911). For more 
detailed information contact the 
Co-ordinator of Project 2000, 
Helen Heath, on 03 9598 7853. 

THE INTERNET 
Check out Guides Australia 's 
home page -
h ttp ://w w w. gui desaus .org. au 


