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COMPLIMENTARY 

News from 
The Newsletter for Supporters and Friends of Guiding 

seo 
Guides Victoria recently appointed 

Heather Barton, AM as the State 

Executive Officer. Heather is wel l -

known in Guiding circles as she was the State 

Commissioner for Guides Victoria between 

1993 and 1998. 

Heather was educated at Methodist Ladies' 

College and has been Registrar there since 

1989. She has also held a variety of positions 

in management, marketing and fundraising. 

One of the joys of this position is the 
opportunity it provides to combine what 
was a significant voluntary commitment 
with a professional occupation, it means I 
can really contribute to 'making a 
difference' in the lives of the girls and 
young women full time. 9 
A long-time involvement in community affairs 

has seen Heather take on a variety of roles 

within Guides Victoria at a national as well as a 

state level. A particular area of interest has 

been with the Ranger Section with a career as 

a Unit Leader which spans 26 years. Heather 

has also been Victorian and Australian Ranger 

Adviser. Also a certified trainer with Guides 

Victoria, her training career included a visit to 

Kiribati in 1994 to conduct training courses. 

She is currently a District Leader and a member 

of Women of Note. 

Heather Barton, AM 
State Executive Officer, Guides Victoria 
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The world of Girl Guiding and Girl 
Scouting, WAGGGS, is divided into five 
regions - Asia Pacific, Europe, Western 

Hemisphere, Arab and the Africa Region. 

The Africa region is made up of all the 
member countries of WAGGGS found south of 
the Sahara Desert. Historically, three European 
countries explored and settled sub-Sahara 
Africa - Portugal, France and England. The 
second language of most Africans therefore is 
one of these. For WAGGGS, nineteen French 
countries are members or working towards 
membership, fourteen are English speaking. 
The Africa Regional committee is made up of 
four English speaking members and two 
French speaking members. In addition, the 
Executive from the World Bureau is bilingual 
and there are two Field Executive Trainers, one 
speaking each language who work on 
development and training in and with the 
countries in the Region. 

This wonderfully diverse and colourful group 
of women held their meeting for 2000 in 
Namibia in south western Africa and as the 
World Board member assigned to that 
meeting, I travelled there in February to be 
part of that meeting. 

Namibia is a dry, almost rainless country. In 
1990, it became an independent nation after 
years of uncertainty and guerrilla activity. 
During the ensuing years, the Namibians have 
worked hard to build a strong and healthy 
nation. The legacy of apartheid means that 
education is a high priority. It is the third 
wealthiest country in sub-Saharan Africa due 
to its mineral resources and rich offshore 
fishing grounds. 

Our meeting was held at a Conference Centre 
set high on the hills outside Windhoek, the 
capital city. Such is the level of respect the 
association holds in the Government, the First 
Lady of Namibia performed the opening 
ceremony and several politicians escaped 
from the budget session of Parliament to 
attend. 

The Namibian Association is working hard to 
build a strong base of well-trained leaders. 
There is a great need for Guiding right across 
Namibia and the benefits it brings to girls and 
young women are recognised by the 
government in including Girl Guiding in the 
extra curricula activities offered in the school 
system. Trainee teachers are attracted to 
leadership through encouragement of the 
Ministry of Higher Education. The Namibians 
own a large house and garage in Windhoek 
which was used for their National 
Headquarters. In an endeavour to provide a 
secure and sustainable income, they have 
renovated the house, let it out to the 
Polytechnic (University) for visiting lecturers 
and their families, and moved the 
Headquarters into the garage. Hardworking 
and enterprising, they realise that a 
membership drive would bring thousands of 
girls but the real need in order to grow a 
strong and healthy organisation is to attract 
and train good leaders. 

Guiding is alive and well and greatly valued in 
this new member country and the visit of the 
Africa Regional Committee has given them 
great encouragement. 

Jane Scarlett 
State Commissioner, Guides Victoria 
World Board Member WAGGGS 
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Guiding is truly an international organisation. Proof of this 
was illustrated again recently when Victorian State 
Archivist, Jenny Mills, researched the origins of an 
American Indian rug which is part of the Archive collection. 

A copy of The Waratah dated 1st February 1935 stated, 
"In the evening (of 4th January 1935) an International 
evening for Guiders was held at the University, when Mrs. 
Storrow presented to the Victorian GuidersAssociation a 
beautiful old Indian blanket as a tangible mark of 
friendship from the American Girl Scout Association". 

Mrs Storrow was chairman of the World Committee at the 
time and was visiting Australia as part of the Scout 
Jamboree held at Frankston during January 1935. Lord 
Robert Baden-Powell and Lady Baden-Powell were guests 
of honour at the jamboree. The Waratah reports that 
"every state of the Commonwealth, New Zealand, Great 
Britain, South Africa and India were represented among 
the huge crowd". 

Susan Dalrymple, of Valued Opinion Investments, was 
asked to value the rug. She described it as a "Navajo 
Indian Serape, a natural wool and cotton/linen hand woven 
wrap or rug of indigo and brown stripes with a red and 
white chevron design. It was possibly woven circa 1840-1860". 

According to Lee Anderson and Eric Anderson in A History 
of Navajo Weaving during the classic period, 1804 -
1880, "most designs were alternating stripes in the earlier 
portion of the period to a combination of stripes and 
diamonds, triangles and zig zag lines in the later period. 
An occasional example of serrated, diagonal lines 
encompassed within a given stripe exists". 

"It is extremely rare in Australia to be asked to value this 
type of textile", Susan said. "By their nature, original, early 
Navajo rugs are either in State Galleries, private 
collections or with dealers in the country of origin". 

CfuiAc ^tfci^t 
Guide Biscuits are an old favourite, but this year are under 
the crunch with a great new initiative. 

Guide Biscuits are always on sale, but this year we have 
put all of our focus into creating a single day in which 
every Unit in the state will participate and sell Guide 
Biscuits to the community. 

This year Biscuit Day will be on Saturday 27 May 2000. 
From here on in we have allocated the last Saturday in 
May as 'The Day' to sell and buy Guide Biscuits. By doing 
this we hope to get everyone in the community aware that 
Biscuit Day is approaching, and that May is the time to buy 
up big. 

Acting State Commissioner Libby Howlett says, "May 27 
will be the big day across the state to get your Guide 
biscuits, and once you've tasted them you'll be sure to 
pencil in the last Saturday in May each year on your 
calendar as the annual date for Guide Biscuit Day." 

"For over 40 years Guides in Australia have been selling 
these special biscuits and from the first sale to now, girls 
continue to benefit from participating in this event," she 
said. 

All money raised from the sale of Guide Biscuits will 
support Guide programs throughout Australia that focus 
upon helping girls and young women develop into 
confident, self-respecting and responsible community 
members. 

Make sure you support the Guides on May 27, and with the 
biscuits priced at around $2.00 a packet you'll be sure to 
have guided yourself to the best biscuit treat of the year. 

Theresa Hoogland 
PR Administrative Assistant 
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Judith Pugh 

Vicki Trembath-Calloway 

Margaret Callister 

Peg Barr 

Nan Fattoon 

Shirley Farrow 

Margaret Haynes 

Marg Taylor 

Jill Johnstone 

Glenda Culley 

Jennie Bowles 

Australian Honorary 
Associates Victoria are an 

important resource group of 
ex-Australian office bearers 

and past State 
Commissioners. Many 

gathered tofgether at a 
Thinking Day ceremony on 

22 February this year 
which was held at the 

Guide Centre. 

Elizabeth Perrier 

Beth Chamberlain 

Isobel Lister 

Barbara Kearney 

Honour Darling 

Jane Scarlett 

Lady Joyce Price 

Lysbeth Turnbull 

Jill Anjou 

Dot Woolley 

Charlotte Renshaw-Jones 
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Earlier this year Bernice Gilbert received a long 
service award for 40 years service to Guiding. 

Her involvement began in 1952 when she was 
encouraged by her Sports Mistress (the late Miss 
Enid Bunning) to become a Guide. Bernice lived 
seven miles out of town on a dairy farm and her 
parents were unable to transport her to the nearest 
Unit in Warragul, so she recruited two Leaders and 
formed the 1st Ellinbank Guides in February 1952. 
After a year she went off to boarding school and on 
her return was asked to take the Guides while her 
Leader opened a new Brownie Pack. So, as a 
young 17-year-old, Bernice became Captain of the 
Unit and has been involved ever since. 

Looking back, Bernice now recalls, "How I ever 
survived that first year I don't know? I had no 
training and I was working in a Unit with girls not 
much younger than myself." In those days Guides 
left at 16 years of age. Bernice explains, "We met 
on a Saturday morning at the local hall and the 
Guides either rode bicycles or rode horses, which 
were lined up along the front fence. I had no 
licence to drive a car so I rode my bicycle with all 
my equipment in a basket in front or on a carrier 
at the back." 

Her first training was a week's residential at 
Britannia Park and in 1956, at the age of 19, she 
became the youngest Guide Leader in Victoria. 

A year later Bernice gained her Camping Permit 
and regularly took Guides camping. "The outdoors 
has been the area where I have gained the most 

enjoyment from living 
with nature and giving 
others the opportunity 
to do the same", says 
Bernice. At the end of 
1964 (when there were 
very few girls in 
Ellinbank), the District 
was put into recess and she transferred to 2nd 
Warragui Guides taking the few remaining girls 
with her. During this period Bernice says her 
greatest achievements were encouraging Guides 
to gain their Queen's Guide Award and taking 
Guides on trips to Canberra and New Zealand. 

In 1969 Bernice became an Assistant Ranger 
Leader and worked with her Unit until 1974. The 
next year she was asked to run one of the Guides 
in Pilot Scheme Units, a test Unit for new 
programs, and enjoyed this new role. 

Bernice is among the lucky few to have 
represented Australia at an international camp in 
Norway in 1973. Of this experience she says, "This 
was when I realised what a wonderful international 
Movement I belonged to." 

Bernice recently moved to the Mornington 
Peninsula Region and is a Resource Leader and 
Guiding Partner. The appointment that has taken 
up most of Bernice's time since February 1996 is 
that of Mobile Shop Co-ordinator. In this role she 
travels across the state selling Guide merchandise 
at events and functions throughout Victoria. 

Paae 6 



C f j 
G U I D E S 
AUSTRALIA 

^><04% fcftU/M 

For the second year in 
succession, Guides Victoria 
was represented by an 

enthusiastic team in the 
International Dragon Boat Festival 
held on the Yarra River. The team 
attained personal best times in 
each race and gained 3rd place in 
the Women's Millennium Cup. 

All of the twenty-two member 
team are involved in the Guides 
Victoria Olave Program (for 
women aged 18-30 years). They 
proved to be a dedicated, hard-
working team under the guidance 
of coach, Sarah Morris, and Team 
Leader, Julie Armstrong. Since 
December, they have trained 
every Thursday night on the Yarra and Sunday mornings 
on the Maribyrnong. 

The Guides Victoria Dragon Boat team was generously 
supported by sponsors: The Lady Delacombe Golf Day 
Committee; Yarra Valley Region; Maroondah Region; 
Acheron Region; Coobara Rangers. Sponsorship 

enabled the team members to display the Guide logo on 
the paddles and their uniforms of jade and purple polo 
shirts. 

A very vocal group of supporters were there on race day 
to cheer on their team and the large crowd of onlookers 
were kept well aware of the Guides Victoria participation 
and success throughout the day. 

C U l/^ hwifaMfi 2000 
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G uides from all around Victoria came to the party The Guides efforts have in a small way contributed to a 
and helped Australia to "clean up its act" on 
Sunday 5 March 2000. 

Girls and their Leaders rolled up their sleeves with other 
members of the community to make this country beautiful. 

Several Ferntree Gully District Guides, Leaders and family 
members assisted at the City of Knox designated site at 
Corhanwarrabul Creek Knoxfield, the location of a known 
platypus habitat. From the creek they removed lots of 
bottles and balls of all varieties. Endless pieces of 
polystyrene, a fridge door, the back seat of a car and a bike 
helmet were also retrieved. Supermarket bags that had 
become entangled around trees were also removed. 

cleaner, safer home for the platypus and a cleaner 
country. 

Clean Up Australia Day is the nation's largest 
community environmental organisation. It was the 
inspiration of Australian builder and solo yachtsman, Ian 
Kiernan, that led to the inaugural Clean Up Australia Day 
in 1990. He is now chairman of Clean Up Australia Day, 
a national non-profit organisation which strives to 
inspire and work with all Australians to clean up, fix up 
and conserve our environment. 

On 19 September 1999, Guides Australia presented Ian 
Kiernan AO with the World Citizenship Award during 
Clean Up the World weekend. 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS? Have you changed your name or address? Please let us know so that you continue to receive your 
copy of News from Guiding. Send this form to: Guides Victoria 20 Russell St Melbourne 3000 

NEW Name or Address 

Title: First Name: Surname: 

Address: 

Suburb/Town: 

Phone: (H) 

OLD Name or Address 

Title: First Name: .... 

Postcode: 

•(B) 

...Surname: 

Address: 

Suburb/Town: Postcode: 

Phone: (H) (B) 

Guides Victoria is a non-profit organisation which is self-funding, receiving no government or other 
subsidies. The bulk of our income is raised through members ' subscriptions. Other sources include camping 
fees, profits from the Guide Shop and donations from individuals and philanthropic bodies. 

We need your help. Please show your support by returning this slip to 
Fundraising Department 
Guides Victoria 
20 Russell St 
Melbourne Vic 3000 

• Yes, I would like to help girls and young women 

Name: Miss/Mrs/Ms/Mr 

Address: 

• I enclose a cheque (made payable to Guides Victoria) for $ 

OR 

• Please charge to my credit card: • Bankcard • Visa • Mastercard $ 

Cardholder's name: 

Card No. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Expiry date: 

Signature: Date: 

All donations to Guides Victoria of $2 and over are tax deductible. 

Mission Statement 
Guides Victoria helping girls and young women to become confident, 

self-respecting, responsible community members. 
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