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Members of the Guides Victoria 
Dragon Boat Race team in action. 
Training down on the Yarra took place 
from December. That's dedication! 
What a team! 
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Guides are Paddling on the Yarra Contents  ... 

Once upon a time ... a little more than 12 
months ago, a group of 22 enthusiastic 
women gathered on the banks of the Yarra 
to form the first ever Guides Victoria 
Dragon Boat Team. Never being ones to 
shirk from a challenge, we entered into the 
1999 Melbourne International Dragon Boat 
Festival and performed well, making it into 
the final of the Women's Cup. 

This year, with greater experience and the 
aid of generous sponsorship, we were 
back with a vengeance. Right from the 
start it was clear that the enthusiasm and 
commitment of Team 2000 was strong, 
and it wasn't long before training was 
stepped up to two sessions a week as we 
terrorised other users of both the Yarra 
and Maribyrnong Rivers. 

Our illustrious chef, Wendy Macklin, took 
on the role of team dietician, 
supplementing our usual diet of barbequed 
sausages with energy giving fresh fruit and 
carbohydrates. Julie Armstrong, team 
captain and personal fitness trainer, did 
her best to make sure all paddlers did 
stretching exercises before and after 
training. Sarah 'The Coach' Morris and her 
protege Julia Morphet continued to 
motivate us with their fear tactics as they 
screamed "I want you all to really hate 
me". Sarah even went to the extreme 
measure of becoming pregnant so we  

would have to move more weight on the 
boat. Jo Walker-Smith of course kept 
the boat on course. 

Thank you to all those who came down 
to cheer us on Race Day. Our jade and 
purple uniforms, this year complete with 
matching paddles, were an AWESOME 
sight. PR was a high priority, and our 
banners and supporters could be seen 
lining the banks of the Yarra. 

A huge congratulations and thanks must 
go to everyone involved with the Dragon 
Boat Team. We are very proud of our 
efforts once again and will certainly be 
back for more in 2001. In the immortal 
words of "The Coach": 

We trained hard 
We focussed 

We rose to the challenge. 
We did our best 

And that is all we can ask. 
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Communicating is the official magazine of Guides 
Victoria. Information on products, events and 
services contained in the editorial and advertising 
pages of this magazine is published as a service. It 
does not imply the endorsement of any product or 
service by Guides Victoria. Guides Victoria 
welcomes any submissions relating to Guiding in 
Australia. Guides Victoria reserves the right to edit 
any editorial and refuse articles or advertisements 
from any source. Guides Victoria does not accept 
responsibility for any advertisements. Compliance 
with the Trade Practices Act of 1974 is the 
responsibility of the person, company or advertising 
agent submitting the advertisement. 
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FROM THE STATE COMMISSIONER 

Dear Friends 

Autumn. Time to catch one's breath after the hectic start of 
a new year and to look e round with a growing sense of 
satisfaction and thankfulness. 

In a number of localities there have been fairs and 
fetes - gatherings which bring a community together to 
celebrate the successes of the summer. As Guides, many of 
us have been seen sharing in the celebrations and lifting the 
profile or our organisation within the community. 

The work of many a Guide Leader has been 
acknowledged and celebrated with Citizen - or Young 
Citizen - of the Year Awards. I read too, of members who, in 
recognition of their contribution to their town or city, have 
been chosen to carry the Olympic Torch. We share the pride 
you have in being recognised as one who has made a 
difference in the lives of girls and young women in your 
community. 

In Melbourne, Moom Da and the Dragon Boat races gave 
us yet another opportunity to show Victoria that Guides is 
alive and well in the 21st Century. Congratulations to all who 
have grasped similar opportunities to proudly be seen as 
Guides. 

I read with interest of the start of a three year Diversity 
Victoria campaign launched by the Minister assisting the 
Premier on Multicultural Affairs, John Pandazopoulos. The 
campaign has three key messages: Year 1 Diversity - Think 
About It; Year 2 Diversity - Value it; and Year 3 Diversity -
It's Me. 

Dr Diane Sisely, Chief Executive of the Equal Opportunity 
Commission is behind the campaign. In urging us to take up 
the campaign, she calls us all to, "Look at your 
neighbourhood, and the richness which is all around you. 
Imagine what it would be like if we didn't have it". Diversity is 
there to be celebrated. 

Kris Urrutia, our Multicultural Adviser, and Margaret  

Taylor, Membership Adviser, have long been urging us to 
set as a target, the growing of a membership which reflects 
the various cultural and racial compositions of our 
communities. There is no doubt that Guides is 
synonymous with diversity. 

Every international gathering brings together some of 
the 10 million members from 140 different nationalities 
which make up our World Organisation. There is diversity 
in programs, uniforms, symbolism, badges, names, and yet 
a unity in ideals and spirit which promotes acceptance, 
tolerance and the celebration of diversity. I would 
encourage you to take up this challenge, to search out 
opportunities to be seen "walking the talk". Contact Kris, 
Margaret, our PR Adviser, Sue Hogendoorn, or visit the 
website - www.diversity.vicnet.net.au  and find out how your 
District or Unit can be involved. 

Within our organisation, we too, are looking at the future 
with growing satisfaction and enthusiasm. On Thursday 24 
February, the State Executive Committee ratified the 
appointment of Mrs Heather Barton as the State Executive 
Officer for Victoria. The excitement and enthusiasm that 
that decision has generated augurs well for the continued 
development of good governance and management within 
our organisation. We are grateful to Heather in taking this 
unique step in her professional career. We also welcome 
the opportunity to regroup our state team of wild geese and 
to fly with one whose talents, skills, abilities and 
commitment to Guides Victoria are outstanding. Welcome 
Heather! 

with much love .. Vane 

FROM THE DESK OF THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER 

World Thinking Day brought the usual delightful collection of 
cards from Guiding friends around Australia and overseas. 
And I also received several email Thinking Day cards! 

The World Thinking Day money that is collected around 
Australia goes to support the development of Guiding in 
countries which need assistance. You will be aware from the 
news of some of the terrible things which are happening 
around the world through civil strife or natural disasters, but 
there are many other quiet tragedies happening which we 
hardly ever hear about. These are the things which happen 
to people every day. The WAGGGS Building World 
Citizenship project encourages us all to take on projects that 
will assist people in our communities. Many Guiding groups 
around the world are tackling this challenge with enthusiasm 
and commitment. 

In Kenya Guides one Leaders help girls and women in 
refugee camps, teaching basic literacy and domestic skills. 
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In Belarus, where it is no longer compulsory for girls to 
attend schools, Guides are teaching other girls to read and 
write. In Thailand and the Philippines girls are learning 
basic crafts which will enable them to help support their 
families. Many countries are focussing on health and 
nutrition so that girls will understand how to look after their 
families. These are only a few of the hundreds of projects 
around the world. 

Your Thinking Day contribution will be put to very good 
use to help Guiding to grow so that projects such as these 
can go on happening wherever there is Guiding. If you 
haven't collected your money yet, there is still time to do so. 

Mandy Macky 
CHIEF COMMISSIONER 



REGION, DIVISION & DISTRICT LEADERS 

I am writing with very mixed emotions this month. My thoughts and sympathy are 
with Barwon Region whose Region Leader, Dianna Stones, died suddenly at their 
Thinking Day celebrations. 

A week later (but not so unexpectedly) their former Region Leader, Beryl 
Fitzgerald, died at home. I did not have the privilege of knowing Beryl but her 
commitment to Guiding is legendary in her Region. 

Dianna's death has left an empty space in so many hearts as was evidenced at 
her funeral when various community groups spoke so highly of her involvement in 
their cause. 

On reflection, I think how much sadder it would be if Di and Beryl had not made 
their contributions to the Barwon community. We would not be mourning their 
passing nor would we be celebrating the difference they made to so many lives. 

Next my emotions swing to pride at the way Jill and Penny, Dianne's assistants, 
have stepped in and supported everyone in their Region. In return the Region 
and the Scouts have supported Jill and Penny — it was indeed a mutual 
exchange. It gives the State Team great joy that our Guiding family can be such 
a source of strength in times of need. It reinforces our belief that the sense of 
belonging and connectedness to each other in Guiding has a value beyond price 
and must be nurtured so that our members, from youngest to oldest, have the 
opportunity to experience this phenomenon. 

This month I have had the great pleasure of attending my District camp. I am 
sure it was like any other preparation for camp — meetings, discussion, computer 
print outs, more meetings, phone calls, parent meetings, shopping, excited girls, 
the bus arriving early (or late?) and finally we were there! 

I must say, without a hint of bias, that I work in a wonderful District with Leaders 
whose skills are a constant source of amazement to me. Yes, our camp was 
excellent — everyone worked hard but the rewards were right there for all to see. 
The Guides had a fabulous time, thanks in no small way to our three "big Guides" 
who so willingly gave of their time and talents. 

No, I don't think our camp was any different to any other camp that takes place 
around the State on any weekend every year. But it served as a reminder to me 
to say to each and every Victorian Leader who is prepared to go the extra mile 
and provide opportunities for her girls to camp — THANK YOU. 

Judi Tuppen 
ASSISTANT STATE COMMISSIONER 

SEOP BOX 

This month there are a few 
announcements about changes and 
additions to staff at Guide Centre. 

STAFF MOVEMENTS 
The new Admin Assistant - Public 
Relations is Theresa Hoogland who 
commenced on 15 February. 

Helen Rowe recently resigned to 
develop her career path. She has 
taken up a position at AXA using her 
legal skills. 

Heather Birch is now Senior Project 
Officer in the Positive Age Unit at the 
Department of Human Services. 

NEW ADVISER APPOINTMENTS 
At the last Executive meeting, two new 
appointments were ratified by the 
committee: 
Brenda Price-
Disability 
Support 
Adviser 

Helen Reid -
Victorian 
Website 
Adviser 

Kaye Lasa 
ACTING STATE EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

WEBSITE 
Guides Victoria is developing a 
website. We would like to know what 
you would like to see on it. If you 
have any ideas or suggestions, please 
call Tania, Guide Centre tel: 9654 
7911. 

POSITIONS VACANT 

CHAIR OF PROPERTIES COMMITTEE 
and 

I 	CHAIR OF RETAIL COMMITTEE 
If you are interested in applying 
for these positions or would like i 
further 	information, 	please I  

u contact Kaye Lasa at Guide 
I Centre on tel: 9654 7911. 
	 a 

HELP 
GUIDES IN NAMIBIA 

are seeking the following for their 8-16 year old Guides: 
Program resources (such as games, activities) 

and training resources. 
Contact Jane Scarlet( at 

Guide Centre on tel: 9654 7911 if you can 
HELP. 
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The Dragon's Lair 
This game is the same as 
Possums in the Trees 
which was probably 
adapted from the Dragon's 
Lair. To play, the Guides 
form groups of three with 
one or two players extra. 
The groups make the 
dragon's lair by two Guides 
holding hands around the 
dragon in between them. 
The one or two extra 
players are homeless 
dragons. When the Leader 
of the game calls "Dragons 
run" all of the dragons run 
around until "To the lair" is 
called, when they all rush to 
find an unoccupied lair so 
that everyone gets a 
number of turns at being 
the dragon. 

Laura was able to make 
23 proper words not 
including 	people's 
names, from the word 
DRAGON. How many 
can you make? 

Earn YOUR Outdoor Patch 

Wide-awe to 

4,4 /4's P7, 96' 
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yfuecz to they 	ect vazer 'Neat, 

.,"{et ion Gu ide'v  

Don't forget that your girls could still be 

working on their Guide Action Badges. The 

syllabus is reprinted below for your assistance. 

For those of you who have already given the 

first badge to your girls, the new ones are 
not available until late Term 3. 

This is the first issue of 

Laura's page for 2000 and this 

month we are featuring 

Dragons, this being the Year 

of the Dragon. There are 

many ideas here for you to use 

with your girls. Although the 

Dragon Boat Festival is over 

you could have your own 

Dragon Boat Festival. Make 

boats and race them in a 

bucket, in a pond, in a lake!! 

Your could get dressed up as 

Dragons and have a prize for 

the best costume - use your 

imagination and ask the girls 

for other ideas. 

til next time ... 

Magnetic Peg Dragons 
You will need: 

a wooden peg 

glue 
magnetic strip 

small eyes 

5 medium pompoms (red) 
1 larger pompom (for the head) arid 
red felt scraps. 

Glue the pompoms on the peg. Cut 

a tail, tongue and frill out of felt, 

glue them on. Add little eyes for 

the head. Stick the magnet on the 

back and you are finished. 

Tongueit 	 Frill 

••• 
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Guide's name 	  

Guide's Unit name 	  

Date started 	  

Date completed 	  

Dragon's Tail 
An/ actiNe/ game/ that Or a, great fcvvourite. 1:44, Chi,vta./ and/  played/ a, 
Lot here. The' G tAide.s,  farm, one, long, 	hooldixtg- on, tightly to- 

the/ ShOtaderk or wcti4t-  of the' girl 	front. The/ aide/ at the/ 
head/of the /Ain& the head, of the/ dragon, and/ she/ mast protect 
her tad, by twiist-uvug and/ turning-, from. a, Lion, (an, extra/ Mayer) 
which, tries,  to- catch,  the/ gLf L who- the/ tail, of the/ dragon,. The' 
dragon, mast reAnai.ni intact and, if the/ Li,ne breal(4,- the/ game/ 
stops,  and/ the drago-n, reform*. If the/ lion/ catche4 the/ &yawn; s,  
tail, all, of the players,  change/ so- that there/ i/s,  a, nem he,a01., nem 
tad. and/ a Vtem drago-rix 

Action Guide Syllabus 

To achieve the Action Guide badge the Guide must:- 

1) be a Youth Member of Guides Australia 
2) attend meetings regularly 
3) attend three (3) Guiding related activities/events:- 
O Thinking Day 
O District Activity 
O Unit Camp 
O State Guide Event 
O Scout Activity 
O Unit Activity - other than normal meeting nights 
O Region Guide Activity 
O Your Choice 

4) participate in two (2) Service Activities 
O Church Parade 
O Australia Day 
O Anzac Day 
O Environment Day 
O Clean Up Australia Day 
O Red Cross Appeal 
O Red Shield Appeal 
O MS Read-a-thon 
O Unit Service Project 
O District Service Project 
O Your Choice 



GUMNIC 2000 

THE STATE PROGRAM TEAM REPORTS 

GUIDES 5-8 
We have just 
celebrated the first 
ten years of Guiding 
for you, youngest 
members of the 
Guiding family and 

Flying Forward now we can be sure 
of Flying Forward 

with strength, confidence, joy and a 
strong spirit of adventure. 

Thank you, thank you to the many 
people — Leaders, families and 
interested friends — who did so much 
for GUMNIC 2000 and for the Guides 
who participated. 

There have been some enquiries about 
more program workshops for Leaders 
this year. Instead of these, as they 
have been held over the past few 
years, the Training Department is 
offering workshops of two to three 
hours on managing multi-age group 
Units of Guides 5-11 and full day 
trainings on program ideas for Guides 
5-11 (P5). 

Some Leaders have asked about the 
Action Guide badge and whether 
Guides 5-8 are able to gain it. The 
important part of the badge is that 
each girl takes the responsibility of 
participation and of keeping her own 
records accurately and up-to-date as 
this isn't for Leaders to do. If there are 
any Guides who are interested in the 
Action Guide badge, they can read for 
themself and understand the 
requirements for it, choose and take 
part in the various activities and keep 
their own record of participation so that 
they are entitled to gain the badge. 
The Action Guide badge is very 
individual and very personal to the 
Guide taking part. 

And a very warm welcome to the Units 
of Guides 5-8 that have begun in the 
last couple of months and those that 
have found a new life and re-started. 

Margaret Callister 
STATE 5-8 GUIDE ADVISER  

GUIDES 7 —11 
As I write this, it is nearly Shrove 
Tuesday and I wonder how many of 
you cooked pancakes that week. We 
certainly did - the tins came out 
again. They really are great fun!! 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
encourage you to work with your girls 
to plan creative programs. Our girls 
can come up with some very exciting 
ideas and they need to be shown 
how the idea becomes a program/ 
activity. All of us can assist the girls 
to develop this skill. We can ask 
questions such as: What would we 
need for this to work? Will it cost us 
anything? Who would be 
responsible? and many others. In 
this way we are teaching the girls a 
skill and at the same time facilitating 
the planning of the program. 

If you do not know who your Region 
Program Liaison is, please find out. 
This person is a very useful resource 
and one whom we should all be 
using 

Please do not forget your GLEE 
applications. Send in a Standard 
Application form - the details were in 
last month's Communicating. 

Janeanne Lee 
STATE 7-11 GUIDE ADVISER 

GUIDES 10-15 
Here comes Easter again, a time of 
renewed life and promises of 
tomorrow. Have you ever thought of 
how other cultures celebrate Easter. 
Try looking into the Greek Easter. 

As I surfed on the net the other night, 
I came across a wonderful craft site. 
It even had Guide specific areas —
hat swaps, friendship giveaways, etc. 

Send your Guides off to www. 
makingfriends.com. I am sure you'll 
find some interesting activities to 
have a go at. 
Here's a thought for all Leaders and 
Guides of Victoria. It's time to think 
about our annual State Leadership 
Weekend. This is an opportunity for  

Guides aged 10-15 to get together and 
be involved in a weekend of fun and 
leadership. Due to lack of interest/ 
numbers last year the event was 
cancelled. Do you want this event to 
be held this year? An approximate 
cost would be $75 and would be held 
in October of this year. Please drop 
me a line at Guide Centre with 
expressions of interest. 

Orders for contingent photographs 
from Beyond Imagining need to be in 
by 20 April. Send your orders with 
money ($3.50 each) to your Region 
Leaders. 

Liz Richardson 
STATE 10-15 GUIDE ADVISER 

GUIDES 14-18 
As it is the Year of the Dragon, the 
State Program Team have compiled 
some activities for you with dragons. 
Check out Laura's Page in this edition 
of Communicating. 

Coming up on Saturday 17 June we 
have our annual Youth Forum. This 
will be held at Guide Centre from 
10 .00 am - 3.30 pm. All Leaders of 
Units catering for girls aged between 
14-18 and Guides aged 14-18 are 
welcome to attend this Forum. The 
Youth Forum is our annual get together 
where we all have an opportunity to 
have our say on the forthcoming 
events, activities, policies and 
procedures that affect Guiding for 14-
18 year olds within Victoria. We will 
also discuss any relevant State 
Conference items. There is no 
charge - just bring your own lunch. 
Mark this date in your diary now. 

The evening of 17 June will see us put 
on our "fun" clothes and get together 
for a Masquerade Party. Youth 
Executive Committee are organising 
this event and have even invited the 
Venturers to participate. Watch your 
mailboxes for full details within the next 
couple of weeks. 

Toni Peters 
STATE 14-18 GUIDE ADVISER 
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... THE STATE PROGRAM TEAM REPORTS continued ... 

OLAVE PROGRAM ADULTS 18-30 
Are you coming to Olave Program 
Nightclub Tour? Contact Melissa 
Pearson tel: 9558 3630 for more 
details or look in 18-30AM. 

During the next month some 
Ranger Units and Leaders will be 
asked to join a Committee to co-
ordinate the Olave Program (18-30) 
Conference to be held Fri 8 — Sun 10 
September 2000 at Tapestry. If you 
are interested please contact Melissa 
Pearson tel: 9558 3630. 

Thankyou to all the Olave Program 
volunteers that assisted with the 
UNIFEM breakfast in March. 

Any questions or issues for the 
Olave Program State Committee can 
be directed towards Claire and will be 
addressed at our Committee meetings 
that are held once a month. Contact 
Claire on tel: 9571 7375 or email: 
bakwood@bigpond.com  

Have you applied for Odyssey 
2001? Applications close 30 April 
2000. Please contact Claire on tel: 
9571 7375. 

Claire Baker 
18-30 STATE CHAIRMAN 

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES 
Nights Under Canvas 
Guides who attended Beyond 
Imagining can count their "nights under 
canvas" for any relevant activity that 
requires "nights" as a prerequisite. 

Target 2000 Environment Activities 
Did your Unit take part in Clean Up 
Australia Day? Don't forget this counts 
for Target 2000. If you are looking for 
an activity, Australian Trust for 
Conservation Volunteers have some, 
but we receive short notice so they 
cannot always make Communicating. 
The following are activities for April 
2000: Mt Eliza Foreshore - Sunday 30 
April Lollipop Creek - Sunday 16 April 

For more information ring ATCV on tel: 
9686 5554 or email: melLourne@atcv.  
com.au 

Street Orienteering 
The new fixture was not available 
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when the deadline for April 
Communicating closed. If you are 
wanting dates for April and beyond 
please contact Orienteering Victoria 
on tel: 9459 0853. 

Wattle Wombat Badges 
These badges are now available 
from the Guide Shop. Don't forget 
Clean Up Australia Day qualifies as 
an environment activity for Wattle 
Wombat Badges. 

Dragon Boat Races 
We had a very hard working team 
this year with the girls training 
Thursday nights on the Yarra and 
then Sunday mornings on the 
Maribyrnong River, under the 
guidance of coach Sarah Morris. As 
a sponsored team, we were able to 
have the Guide logo on our team 
uniforms of jade and purple polo 
shirts, and on our paddles. 

Our thanks to Wendy Macklin 
who provided sausages and onions 
each Thursday night after training. 
Our thanks also to Sue Hogendoorn 
for arranging the "gianormous" 
banner for race day and Guide logos 
on the paddles. Our "dragon" was 
designed by Mark Jasper and the 
screen prepared by Eileen Gunther. 
Thank you. 

The Guides Victoria Dragon Boat 
team would not have been possible 
without the support of our sponsors, 
and the team would like to thank the 
following: Lady Delacombe Golf Day; 
Yarra Valley Region; Maroondah 
Region; Acheron Region; Coobara 
Rangers. We would also like to 
thank our supporters who came 
along on race day to cheer us on. 

The team members were: Claire 
Baker; Susan Bannister; Jacinta 
Blencowe; Corrie Blomeley; Kym 
Bridges; Kylie Butterworth; Katherine 
Curran; Natalie Curran; Helen 
Fayers; Louise Fitzgerald; Jenny 
Hayes; Jan Hopwood; Alison Jasper; 
Jo Jephcott; Catherine Koralewski;  

Eleri Kerr; Sarah Mathrick; Julia 
Morphett; Helen Rowe; Sonia Schiele; 
Jo Walker Smith; Kylie Wallace. 

Julie Armstrong 
STATE OUTDOORS ADVISER 

Flying Fox 
Are you available mid week and 
interested in running the Flying 
Fox at Britannia Park? This would 
be ideal for tertiary students who 
have their own transport. Please 
contact Julie Armstrong tel: 9579 
2178 (ah) or email: 
tambo@comcen.com.au  

ARTS REPORT 

Workshop 
Leaders, have you ever wondered 
about using drama/performance with 
your Unit, but just aren't quite sure 
where to start? I'm looking at the 
feasibility of some workshop days for 
Leaders to skill up in this area, 
possibly one for primary age and 
another for secondary age Guides. 

I have approached some experts in the 
field - but need to know whether there 
is enough interest for this to go ahead, 
probably in term 3. Please contact me 
as soon as possible to register your 
interest. Please leave your name, 
contact details, and the age group you 
work with. 

Education Program 2000 
The Australian Ballet offers a range of 
activities that may interest you and 
your girls, ranging from Introduction to 
the Ballet, Dressing the Ballet through 
to professional programs. Check their 
Internet site www.austballet.telstra. 
com.au  or tel: 1300 369 741 for an 
information brochure. 

Suzie Hill 
ARTS ADVISER 
email: suzie.hill@payconnect.com.au  
tel: 9528 5518 (h) fax: 9562 0916 



A 	PAC)MC t4CWS 

UNITED 
INTERNATIONAL 
PICTURES 

ODYSSEY 2001 
4-13 January 2001 

Odyssey 2001 - the event for 
members of Guides Australia 
aged 14-18 and their Leaders, 

Don't forget that applications for 
Odyssey 2001, close on Sunday 
30 April. For more information, 
brochures or application forms 
contact Toni Peters on tel: 9560 
6919, fax: 9560 7920 or email the 
committee 	o n 
Odyssey2001 _guides@hotmail. 
corn 

UIP have 25 family passes (four) 
for a preview of the family movie 
Selky to give away to the first 25 
Guide members to write in. 

Send your letter to: Selky Free 
Movie Tickets, Guide Centre, 20 
Russell St Melbourne 3000. 

One letter per Guide member only. 

News from the Asia Pacific Region 
Have you heard about the Asia Pacific 
Lend A Hand project? 
In 1996 the Asia Pacific Region 
established a support system to help 
Member Organizations of WAGGGS to 
demonstrate unity and co-operation 
and to promote continuous 
development of Girl Guiding / Girl 
Scouting in the Asia Pacific Region. 
This is known as the Asia Pacific Lend 
A Hand project. 

The project helps - 
countries working towards 
membership of WAGGGS 
countries starting / restarting 
guiding 
associate members working 
towards full membership 
WAGGGS 

member organisations requiring 
assistance in areas such as 
programme development, and training. 

Assistance is also given for 
Community Service Projects in such 
areas as health, environment, 
women's issues and concerns. One 
recent project has been the 
involvement of Thailand in the 
development of Guiding in Laos. 
Some of the Leaders in Laos are 
secondary school teachers and these 
women attended a new Leaders 
training in the north of Thailand. 

JUNIOR LEADER DISCUSSION WORKSHOP 

Sunday 16 April 2000 
at Guide Centre 

11.00 am — 3.30 pm 

This workshop is to discuss the relationship between Junior 
Leaders and their Peer Unit. As a result of Guide Victoria 1999 
State Conference, two motions were passed: 

1. THAT a process be established for the education of all 
members of Guides Victoria in the program options for Guides 
14-18; and 
2. THAT a group representing all stakeholders be established to 
review the requirements of Guides 14-18, especially as they 
relate to working with younger girls. 

All Leaders and youth members interested in discussing the 
future of the role of Junior Leaders with Guides Australia are 
welcome to attend this workshop. 

Register your interest (for catering and seating purposes) by 
contacting Toni Peters on tel: 9560 6919, fax: 9560 7920 or 
email: toni_peters@hotmail.com  

GAME FROM THE SOLOMONS: 
1. Divide the group into two teams 
2. Players hold waist of girl in front to 

form the 'snake' 
3. Teams run forward to cross 

finishing line 
4. The snake must not break. 

Janis Wittber 
ASIA PACIFIC LIAISON 
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FLY 
FUN LEADERSHIP FOR YOUTH 

BRITANNIA PARK 
19-21 MAY 2000 

This event is for all Guides aged 14-18 years working towards a focus 
certificate or Gold Endeavour Certificate. 

Apply on a standard camp/activity form and send it to Guide Centre 
20 Russell St Melbourne 3000 with your payment of $50 by Friday 21 
April 2000. 

If you have any queries about this event please contact Jill Cornish tel: 
9752 7192. 



MULTICULTURAL NEWS 
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How many girls from diverse cultural backgrounds do 
you have in your Unit? 
If Guiding is truly to be an organisation for all the girls and 
women in Australia then our Units should be representative 
of the population of this country. Which means we really 
should have at least 25% or more girls from different 
ethnically diverse backgrounds! 	This figure would 
conceivably be even higher in some metropolitan areas 
where there are greater concentrations 
of people from diverse cultures! 

Does your Unit reflect the same 
percentages of ethnic diversity as 
your local population? 
It's not always easy to recruit girls from i} 
diverse backgrounds, but the effort is 
more than worth it! Even in country 
areas where there are sometimes less 	//y4e)  
people from different cultures, there 
are almost always some families that 
have girls who would be interested and benefit 
from the Guiding experience. Also many girls brought up 
in the country may probably some day come to city areas to 
live, work or study. When they do, they will surely come 
into contact with many people of diverse backgrounds. 
How great it is when Guiding can help prepare girls for all 
aspects of life! The key here is to be proactive in our 
approach to multicultural Guiding. 

If I don't have girls from diverse cultural backgrounds 
in my Unit, how can 1 recruit them? 
First we can look at tre community, ask around, check  

schools, the council or shire information, family day care, to 
try and find families from other cultures. The goal being to 
be able to invite them to a meeting to share something of 
their culture with the girls! 

We all know how much Guides love to eat! What about 
asking the girls to plan some international cooking days so 
that the mothers from these multicultural families can come 
along, demonstrate and teach. It's a great way to make 

friends, and usually the women are just so pleased 
that someone is interested in their culture or 

/ 	cuisine! 
You would of course encourage the 

mothers to bring along any daughters 
who might want to see what Guiding is 
all about. 

I know of one Unit, in a country 
area, that tried this and held several of 

these international cooking nights with 
guests. As a result, the Unit gained 

both a Sri Lankan girl and a Persian girl. 
This may be even easier in the 

metropolitan area where there are more families to find! 

Are you up to the challenge? 
As Guides we should always be ready to extend the hand 
of friendship and welcome to all, especially girls who may 
never have had an opportunity like this before. In turn, we 
ourselves will surely benefit from the richness that this 
cultural diversity will bring. 

Kris Bernard-Urrutia 
MULTICULTURAL ADVISER 

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT 

Have you seen our Logo and Light of Peace and Hope in 
the foyer at Guide Centre? The Spiritual Development and 
Support Committee has presented this light as a symbol of 
Peace and Hope to guide us into the future. The light will 
remain burning for one year until World Thinking Day 2001 —
when we will celebrate 9D years of Guiding in Australia. As 
we celebrate this event rext year, our light will radiate to our 
Guiding Family throughout Victoria with wishes of Peace 
and Hope. 

TWO IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

St George's Day Service Friday 12 May 2000 
at St George's Anglican Church, Malvern Road, Malvern 
commencing at 7.30 pm. 

Vesak Buddhist Celebration — Sunday 21 May 2000 
at the Springvale Temple, 66 Regent Avenue, Springvale. 

Conquer anger by love, evil by good; 
Conquer the miser with liberality, 

And the liar with truth! 

• 

The Vesak full moon day is the most sacred day for all 
Buddhists. Come and experience the unique Vesak 
Celebrations, whilst gaining an insight into the peaceful 
philosophy of Buddhism. 

Look for more details in the next issue of Communicating. 

Sriyanie Ranasinghe 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT COMMITTEE 
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At: 
	

Iluka SHOREHAM 
Date: 26 - 28 May 
Cost: $65.00 
For: 
	

Guides aged 7-11 

This event fulfils the requirements of 
the Leadership training component of 
the Junior BP Award. However, any 
Guide aged 7-11 may apply. 

This is a great opportunity for girls to: 

• swap and share ideas with new 
Guide friends 

• attend workshops on: 
• leadership 
• promise and law 
• patrol system 

• take part in an exciting outdoor 
wide game 

• relax around the campfire 

GL'Et 
O 

Apply on a standard application form. Applications close 12 May 2000. 

TENTSATION IN THE REGION 
in North Metro Region 

Tentsation is for members of Guides Victoria aged 14-18 years, from any 
Region within Victoria to gain the knowledge and skills required for their 
Standing Camping Certificate (lightweight). 

When: 	Saturday 29 April 11.00 am to Sunday 30 April 3.00 pm 
Cost: 	$15.00 per person (includes camp fee and handouts) 
Where: 	Walter Murphy campsite, Minda Killara, Riddells Creek, 

North Metro Region. 
Bring: 	Tent, sleeping gear, clothes, toiletries, pen and paper. 

Dilly bag, outdoor cooking equipment, all of your food. 
Apply: 	on a standard application form. 
Send the completed form with payment and a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope to: Program Department, Guide Centre, 20 Russell St, Melbourne. 

APPLICATIONS CLOSE: Monday 10 April 2000. 

COST: $170.00 
for members 

(non-members price on application) 

SUNSHIP EARTH 2000 
Come along and join the crew of Sunship Earth 
From Sunday 2 July to Friday 7 July 2000 

At Britannia Park - Yarra Junction 

Sunship Earth is a pre-packaged Program for girls in grades 5 and 6. The girls 
sleep indoors, but spend their days exploring the natural world. As a crew 
member of Sunship Earth they undertake a training program that teaches them 
how our planet operates through a variety of magical experiences. 

Apply on a Standard Application form. Closing date: Friday 16 June 2000 

Please note: any girls who have already attended Sunship Earth are ineligible to 
attend a second camp. This camp is eligible for the Childcare Cash Rebate. 

HORSE RIDING CAMP 

19 - 21 May 2000 
at Mill Valley 

Tynong North 

For girls aged 9-15 years. This is an 
opportunity to work towards gaining 
your Pony Rider or Equestrian Badge. 
Apply on a standard application form. 

COST: 
$80 girls 

$35 Leaders 

Applications dose 
on Friday 5 May. 
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Victorimi Post Box 
Post Box began in this state in the 
same year as it did in Queensland —
1930. The first Post Box Secretary 
was not appointed until eight years 
later. 

Miss L Bowes Kelly fillet the position 
from 1938 until 1950 with, of course, a 
break during the war years. As would 
be expected, a Government order was 
issued in July 1941 proh biting 
correspondence between Australia and 
penfriends in Axis and neutral 
countries. Later Australia suggested 
that other Post Box correspondence 
should cease to help lessen the work 
of the Censors, as well as for security 
reasons. This situation existed until 
the war ended. The cop es of relevant 
correspondence will be of interest! 

Miss Bowes Kelly set the wheels in 
motion again after the war ended 
and in 1951 handed over to her 
successor. Victoria has had a 
number of Post Box Secretaries over 
the years: 
1938-1950 	Miss L Bowes Kelly 
1951 	Miss V Rice 
1952-1957 	Miss V Brett 
1957-1962 	Mrs F W Faulkner 
1970-1974 	Mrs Kit Williamson 
1975-1989 	Ms Cath Blackburn 
1980-1985 	Ms Patricia Emecroft 
1986-1990 Mrs Rosemary Darby 
1991-1995 Mrs Margaret Rookes 
1995- 	Mrs Margaret McNeill 

There appears to be a gap in the 
records covering the period 1965-
1970, but there is little doubt that 
Post Box was operating in Victoria 
during those years as it was in other 
states. 

Victoria was largely responsible for 
beginning interstate links, mainly for 
the younger members of the 
Movement who wished to correspond 
with girls of their own age. 

This was done to cater for the younger 
girls who wished to have penfriends 
but could not correspond with their 
peers in other countries as most 
countries will not arrange penfriends 
under 10 years of age. By 
corresponding with girls in their own 
age group in other states, the girls not 
only made friends on paper, but had a 
fair chance of meeting face to face at 
some national gathering in later years. 
Interstate links have not only been 
successful with the younger girls, but 
the older girls as well. 

Jenny Mills 
ARCHIVIST 

ADVERTISE IN COMMUNICATING NOW! RING TANIA ON TEL: 9654 7911 TO FIND OUT HOW! 

POST BOX 

LOOKING FOR A PEN PAL? 
Send the following details: 
Name, date of birth, Unit 
stamped, self-addressed envelope 
to the Victorian Post Box Secretary — 
Margaret McNeill 
10 Sturt St, Shepparton 3630. 

As you work through the Leaders 
Journal Part 2, please pay particular 
attention to Explore World Guiding 
F8.1.4 Explain the role of Post Box and 
encourage girls to participate. 

I have many requests from Guides and 
Girl Scouts overseas who want an 
Australian Guide as pen pal. 

Please include a session on Post Box 
in your program and tell 1he girls they 
can have snail mail or e-mail pen pals. 

A Guide can apply for a pen pal via the 
State Post Box Secretary or by 
accessing the Guides Australia website 
at www.guidesaus.org.au. From the  

home page, they can select Want a 
Pen Pal which opens the Post Box 
pages, read the messages then 
complete and submit an application 
form. I can also be contacted direct 
by email: guidebox@ozemail.com.au.  

Please do what you can to ensure 
that these Guides are not 
disappointed. 

Pat James 
AUSTRALIAN POST BOX SECRETARY 

Guide Biscuits 

This year Guide Biscuit Day will be on 
Saturday 27 May. 

Guide Biscuits should be delivered 
early in May and we are planning to 
promote them all that month., We 
would like all the Districts to participate 
in this, our major fundraiser, for the 
State. Remember this is also good PR 
for Guiding. 

Sheila Stancombe 
STATE BISCUIT CO-ORDINATOR 

Gone Home 

.=;P c;-.> 
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4a)  GONE ROME 

Dianna Stones - Region Leader, Barwon 
Beryl Fitzgerald - Past Region Leader, 

Barwon 

Hazel Gross 
It is believed that Miss Hazel Gross, 
who passed away on 16 November 
1999, was born in 1910. 

Miss Gross was a Guide, a Ranger 
and served as a Guider in industry. 
Having gained qualifications in First 
Aid, she was also a Member Guide in 
the Red Cross Emergency Co from 
1939-45. 

In 1945 she was a Travelling 
Commissioner and member of State 
Council. Hazel was a Minute 
Secretary for the Executive Committee 
for seven years and organised an 
appeal to raise funds for the 
Headquarters building. 

She was awarded a Medal of Merit 
on 14 December 1961 which was 
presented to her by Mrs C 0 Fairbairn. 
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Britannia Park: Broadhurst 
April 11-14, 25-28 
May 12-14 
June 23-25 
July 1-7, 21-23, 28-30 
Aug 4-6, 11-13, 25-27 
Sept 1-3,8-10,15-17,22-24,29-1/10 

Britannia Park: Guide House 
April 17-20, 28-30 
May 12-14 
June No vacancies 
July 1, 14-16, 21-23 
Aug 4-6, 11-13, 25-27 
Sept 1-3, 8-10, 22-24, 29-1/10 

Britannia Park: Brownie Cottage 
April 10-15 
May No vacancies 
June 2-4, 23-25 
July 1, 7-9, 14-16, 28-30 
Aug 4-6, 11-13, 25-27 
Sept 1-3, 8-10, 22-24, 29-1/10 

Britannia Park: Thankyou Chalet 
April 28-30 
May 12-14 
June 16-18, 28-30 
July 14-16, 21-23 
Aug 4-6 
Sept 1-3, 8-10, 22-24, 29-1/10 

Mika: Aulua 
April No vacancies 
May 12-14 
June 16-18 
July 14-16 
Aug 4-6, 25-27 
Sept 1-3, 15-17, 22-24, 29-1/10 

Iluka: Warrawong 
April 
May 
June 
July 

14-16, 28-30 
No vacancies 
2-4, 16-18 
14-16, 21-23, 28-30 

Aug 4-6, 11-13, 18-20, 25-27 
Sept 1-3, 15-17, 22-24, 29-1/10 

Tapestry: House 
April 1-2, 10-14, 17-20, 28-30 
May 12-14, 19, 26-28 
June 2-4, 9-11 
July Vacant 
Aug Vacant 
Sept 1-29 

Here's a great opportunity to have a 
family gathering in idyllic 

surroundings. 

Many people comment that our 
properties are of a high standard 
compared to other campsites they 
have visited, so please secure your 
booking date early. Please be aware 
that our properties are sometimes 
being hired by outside mixed groups. 

BRITANNIA PARK 
(Accredited) A bush setting with 
abseiling, platforms for camping, 
inground pool, conference room, 
ropes course, challenge valley 
course, volleyball net, boules, 
hookey, table tennis, frisbee, golf. 

ILUKA - SHOREHAM 
(Accredited) Iluka at Shoreham has 
an open area for camping, quiet 
surroundings, challenge valley, 
pipehenge, lake for canoeing, 
ponding and bird watching. Located 
near the Ashcombe Maze. Twenty 
minutes walk to the beach. 

TAPESTRY 
This is great place for Guide Units to 
camp. House available with an open 
fire for a family/Unit weekend away. 
Location has high and low ropes. 
Close to St Andrews market, 
Kinglake House of Bottles, Kinglake 
National Park and horse riding. 

Please check on dates regularly as vacancies do 
come up. Highlighted indicates one night 
availability. 

CANCELLATIONS When cancellations do 
occur and the site is not re-booked all deposits are 
forfeited. If the site is re-booked you will receive 
90% refund. 

PROPERTY NEWS 	CAMPSITES 
	

VACANCIES 
from April 2000 

(weekend and school holiday dates only) 

Farewell - Camp Carnegie 
Guides Victoria will host an evening to 
recognise and thank the many people 
who have worked for and loved Camp 
Carnegie at Donvale. 

There are many reasons that the site 
may be special to you. You may have 
helped with maintenance on a 
committee or as an individual. 

Perhaps you planted native trees after 
the fire or your interest might be the 
establishment of Earth Education and 
other programs. Have you ever been 
a dedicated cork sorter? Perhaps you 
made your promise at camp. 

We invite you to the Guide Centre on 
Thursday 4 May at 7.30 pm to 
recognise all these achievements. 
Please reply to Jenny at Reception on 
tel: 9654 7911. 

0.0c,T° 
o 

MOBILE SHOP 

Bookings for April are: 
1 	Mittagong Market Day - Lara 

10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
2 	Garden Party - Chiltern 2.00 pm -

5.00 pm. 
8 	Baw Baw Region Camp -

Britannia Park 
22 Program and Training 

Conference - Geelong Grammar 

The great news is that I am receiving 
lots of bookings during the year so 
please keep them coming in. 
However, to avoid disappointment, I 
suggest if you know you require the 
Mobile Shop that you fill out an 
application form and pop it in the mail 
or phone me on tel: 5982 2075 as soon 
as possible. 

Please note the Mobile Shop will not 
be available on 1 and 2 July. Guess 
what I will be doing? Changing all my 
prices to meet the GST requirements! 

Bernice Gilbert 
MOBILE SHOP CO-ORDINATOR 

CL- 
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WHAT'S IN THE SHOP ? ginir 

Huge Price Reductions in store NOW! 
Genuine Swiss Army Knife 

Blue with white logo, 7 functions, 
were $29.95 NOW ONLY $19.95 

Bargain Priced Spoons 
Quality boxed Teaspoons with the 
old "Girl Guides" logo 
Were $4.95, now only $2.00, that's 
less than half price 

A4 RING BINDERS 
Just what you need to store your new Admin 
Manual, Journals and Personnel Book. 
Blue with white logo, were $5.50, this month 
ONLY $3.95 

A5 RING BINDERS 
were $5.50, this month ONLY $3.95 

GST is coming !!! 

The Guide Shop 
is now open from 
10 am to  2 pm  on 
Saturdays, 	not 
until 4 pm.  Hours 
for week days 
remain the same. 

Please make sure 
you let all your 
Unit/Districts, 
etc. know the new 
times to avoid 
disappointment. 

CASUAL 
VACANCY 

We are looking for 
another bright and 
cheery casual sales 
assistant available on 
weekdays. 	Guiding 
experience an asset, 
sales experience an 
advantage. 	Please 
apply in writing to the 
Retail Manager, Guide 
Shop, 20 Russell 
Street, 	Melbourne 
3000 by 14 April. 

In order to ensure a smooth 
transition into GST, the GUIDE 
SHOP will be closed from Friday 
30 June 2000, until Sunday 9 
July 2000, inclusive. 

• 
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GUIDE SHOP 
20 Russell Street 

Melbourne 
Tel: 9654 7911 

Fax: 9650 2436 
OPEN: 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
10 AM - 4 PM 

SATURDAY 
10 AM —2 PM 

The Brownie Challenge Book 
Bct4ect, an, th& 	Jo-urvte.y 
Program', stali c uiseful 1)0040 
prog,rouni and. actOvay 	for 

c.f.i.cles,  7 yeas.' and, upwards,. 
Normally $5.50, now only $2.00! 
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