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Welcome to the September Issue of Communicating 
Emag. 

Some of you may have noticed that changes are afoot on our website. 
This month saw the unveiling of the on-line shop facility and a new 
'Members Only' area, where you can log in and change your personal 
details, view and download forms and other information relevant to you 
and also, purchase items from the shop that are only available to 
members. 

Please use the login and password, sent to you in the post, to access all 
'Members Only' facilities and information. 

Chief Commissioner 

During the recent Partnership Visit by Mariko-
and June of the Asia Pacific Regional 
Committee, we were asked what we 
understood to be the responsibility of Guides 
Australia to the World Association of Girl 
Guides and Girl Scouts. 

The answer is that all Member Organisations 
are required to adhere to WAGGGS 
Guidelines. These include, but are not limited 
to, Educational Program, Adult Training, 
Relationship to Society, and Structure and Management. 

During the summing up conducted by Mariko and June, the Board and 
Managers were provided with 'food for thought', including what Mariko 
termed 'pots of gold' - the exciting things that are happening in Guides 
Australia under the headings of the WAGGGS six ways of work. We were 
also however presented with some real food for thought , including what 
Mariko and June believe is our greatest strength, our greatest weakness, 
and our greatest challenge. They suggested that the answer to all three 
of these is 'the States'. They elaborated by saying that although Guides 
Australia does have the 'pots of gold', the States and the Members 
within the States, are not always working together to ensure best 
practice and to ensure that we are a growing and viable organisation 
providing personal and leadership development for girls and young 
women. 

In the past three years there has been considerable change in the 
separation of governance and management and these have included the 
Australian Executive moving towards becoming a Governance Board 
which is responsible for providing the vision and policies of Guides 
Australia, with the delegation of management to the team of 6 
Managers. The Outdoors Activities Manager was included in this 
Management Team in October last year and further, the Program and 
Training Committees were reformed to include the relevant Advisers 
from each State. 

During the workshop following the summing up presentation, the Board 
and Managers recognized the need to review the national structure of 
Guides Australia and the composition of the National Board. As a result, 
at the Board Meeting it was approved - 

"That the Board of Guides Australia appoints an ad hoc committee to 
investigate various models for the structure of Guides Austrafia."  
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Guide Satisfaction 
Surveys 

Guides Victoria would greatly 
appreciate it if you would fill in one 
of our surveys below. The results will 
be used to work towards making 
your Guiding experience even better. 
Thank you. 

The first survey is for youth members 
and the one below it is for Leaders: 

For Girls 

For Leaders/Volunteers 

Training 

Upcoming Trainings 

Youth Executive 

We thought it was about time to tell you a 
bit about what our committee has been up 
to recently. 

A few months ago, concerns about the lack 
of consistency in Guides 14 - 17 formal 
uniform were raised with our committee. 
From there, we passed our uncertainties 
onto Guides Victoria for clarification. Before 
we knew it, Guides Australia has a review of 



Jan Maclntyre, formerly a Field Trainer with the Asia Pacific Region, has 
been appointed to chair this ad hoc committee. She has prepared a 
document for the Guides Australia website which explains the current 
structure of Guides Australia - a National Organisation, but which is 
comprised of 7 self governing State Organisations. She is now inviting all 
of you, as Members of State Organisations, to have input into how you 
believe Guides Australia should operate. Do you believe the current 
structure continues to be the most effective way to operate? I 
encourage you to visit the Guides Australia website to find out how you 
can be involved in this very important decision. 

"Change is inevitable. Change is constant" - Benjamin Disraeli 

Lynne Price 

Commissioners' Team 

As the weather becomes warmer and 
spring is here, blossoms are appearing 
and don't they just look magnificent? 
They bring colour and beauty to our 
environment. 

Have you thought of applying for 
Blossom Awards for any of your peers? 
The Blossom Award recognises members 
who have contributed to their own self development and the 
development of others. Any member may apply for one of these special 
awards. Do you realise you only have until February next year to do 
this? This is when the current Commissioners finish their term and a 
new team is welcomed. This means that because the blossom theme 
will finish at that time, so will the Blossom Award. So take action now!!! 

Guides Victoria welcomes Jan Allitt as the new Trefoil Guild Adviser and 
wishes her well as she takes up this position. Thanks must also go to 
Irene Kerry who has just completed her term. 

We have greatly enjoyed being members of the audiences for the recent 
Showtimes in Melbourne. The performances have been of an incredibly 
high standard with wonderful singing and dancing. The casts were 
obviously having a ball and their enthusiasm came through. The 
workers behind the scenes need to be thanked for all their work, as 
without these dedicated people, the shows would not happen. 

Ellen, Jane and Jill were thrilled to be present at Portland's 80th Birthday 
celebrations. What a fantastic milestone which was celebrated with 
many former and current members. Another 80th Birthday was 
celebrated at Mitcham District, again a wonderful achievement with a 
large crowd of enthusiastic members, both past and present, enjoying 
an afternoon of reminiscing and catching up with current Guiding news. 

Ellen and Jane were thrilled to meet some of the young women 
participating in a FLY training in Seymour. This group included 
participants from Alice Springs, NSW as well as Victorians, all very 
committed to their Guiding and willing to challenge themselves to learn 
more about themselves. Our journey continued on to Euroa, to meet 
the Leaders of Hume Region and share information with them. 

Doesn't the new front page of the website look terrific? The changes 
were implemented after receiving feedback from our members, so you 
can see the results of your feedback. Our online shopping has also 
proved very popular, as has the ability our members now have to log on, 
to make changes to their personal details. Thank you to everyone who 
has taken the time to do this. 

The State Camp has a program of exciting and challenging activities for 
more than 200 girls who have registered to attend. Thanks must go to 
the organising committee and Leaders who are willingly giving up their 
time to organise and run this event. Thank you. 

We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Coming Events 

this age's formal uniform on the agenda for 
their next meeting. We'll let you know the 
outcomes of our enquiries. 

We've also been busy constructing our own 
section of the website. Please feel free to  
check it out. Here you will find info about 
who we are, what we do, how to join us and 
details of upcoming and past events we've 
been involved it. You can even check on the 
profiles of your state 13 - 17 representatives 
and learn a little about them. 

Each month, Youth Exec has decided to 
share with you one of our favourite program 
ideas. It can be found at the bottom of our 
article each month. 

We look forward to seeing you all at Reality 
Check on 16 September! 

YE Programming Idea of the Month 

Radio Activities 

Don't forget - the 50th JOTA takes 
place on October 20-21. This is also 
the 11th JOTI, so you have plenty of 
ways to communicate with Guides 
and Scouts all over the world, 
anytime on that weekend. 
I hope your plans are well on the 
way to do so, be it at your usual 
meeting place, school, with the rest 
of your District/Region or combined 
with your local Scouts. Region 
Leaders were given most information 
at their last State Meeting so be sure 
to ask them for it. Badges will be 
available and this year for $1 each 
and we have a new size and design 
(see above). 
If you want more information send 
me an email on vk3heiObicloond.com  
or PO Box 91, Heywood VIC 3304 for 
snail mail. 
Other information is also available on 
the JOTA/JOTI website. 

Joy Savill 

Women of Note 

Amey Lee wowed the audience when 
she spoke at the 11th Casey 
Women's Breakfast on 9 August 
2007. At 25 this young woman can 
number among her achievements a 
high ENTER score; a centenary 
medal for co-founding Footprints 
Forever Inc., a youth depression 
awareness campaign; a Bachelor of 
Media Studies degree from RMIT; 



JOIN US FOR THE 21ST BIRTHDAY 
OF CAMPBELL COTTAGE 
May 3 2008 
From 11am until 3pm 
At Mittagong Campsite, Rennie Street, 
Lara 
Memorabilia, games, jumping castle, face' 
painting, competitions, birthday cake, tree planting and much more! 
Bring your Unit along to Lara and help us celebrate. 
For further information, please contact Sadie on ph: 5275 2544 
or email sadegary0hotmail.com   
- Especially seeking past committee members or those with 
memorabilia - 

LEADERS FOR LIFE 2007 CELEBRATION DINNER 
Featuring Special Guest Speaker Maggie Hamilton - Author, Teacher & 
Publisher 
"Why Men Don't Talk"www.maggiehamilton.org  
Where: 	Rydges Carlton - 701 Swanston Street 
When: 	Saturday 13 October 
Time: 	6.30pm 
Cost: 	$65.00 per head includes Canapes & 2 Courses 
Enquiries: Linda Crook Ph: 9886 6054 
RSVP: 	28 September 

CRANBOURNE GUIDES ARE HOLDING JOTA/JOTI 
20 OCTOBER 2007 
AT CRANBOURNE GUIDE HALL 
GRANT STREET, CRANBOURNE 
FROM 1.00 PM - 5.00 PM 
We are one of the few groups in our area that hold JOTA/JOTI and we 
open it to all Guides and Scouts who wish to attend, from any area. We 
are lucky enough to have our own Radio Club that sets up for us each 
year and we have a number of radios and other communicating options 
for people to use, so there is minimal waiting time for anyone who 
comes along. 
You only need to be there for 1 hour. 
Cost: $5.00 (includes badge and activities) 
Contacts: Robyn Garbutt Phone: 5996 7745 or 
Sandy Bateman Email: wholyhannahOhotmail.com   
RSVP to secure your badges by 5 October 

ALL COMING EVENTS AND APPLICATION FORMS  

and the establishment of a successful 
production house called 1440 
Productions. Amey thinks her 
greatest achievement so far is 
leaving 1440 to lead a freelance life 
until she finds something else she 
wants to do full time. She spoke 
about the special importance of her 
mentors during the months since she 
left 1440. They have helped her to 
work out her strengths and to see 
what new paths she might follow to 
make sure she reaches her goal of 
being at the Oscars' ceremony in 
2012! 

The other important recent WON 
event was the cocktail party on 25 
July at which WON forged a new link 
with Fitted for Work, the 
organisation that works with long-
term unemployed women about to 
return to the work force. Not only are 
these women provided with suitable 
clothes for an interview (including 
accessories) but they are also offered 
one-to-one training for making the 
interview a success. Founder of 
Fitted for Work, Marion Webster 
OAM , spoke movingly of the 
difference the organisation has made 
to the lives of so many women. WON 
members are encouraged to take a 
real interest in Fitted for Work so if 
you couldn't make it to the function, 
have a look at www.fittedforwork.orq 

Region Leader Wanted 

BAW BAW REGION 

Guides Victoria gratefully extends a 
special thank you to Tammy Napier, 
the Region Leader for Baw Baw, as 
she completes her term of 
appointment. 

If you would like to nominate 
someone for this position, or be 
considered yourself, please forward 
names and contact details to: 
Ellen Boyd, State Commissioner, 
Guides Victoria, PO Box 827, South 
Melbourne, VIC, 3205. 

A position description is available by 
calling 8606 3500. 

International 

Following on from the Gold Medal 
performance of last year's team, the 4 
Guides and 3 Venturers selected for the 
2007 International Space Olympics 
in Russia are already in training. They 
are busy preparing to present their space 
related projects and to sit exams in 
Maths, Physics, English and IT and once 
again represent Australia.The Guides are 
Claire Moody (NSW), Jennifer Roman 
(WA), Emma Storie (Qld) and Samantha 
Allan (Tas). There will, however, be one 
Victorian going to Moscow in October -
the Team Coach, Anne Brumfitt. Top 

Notice Board 

A voyage on the tall ship, Young Endeavour, 
for young people aged 16-23. 
Applications must be in by 30 September 



space and education specialist, and 
consultant to the European Space Agency, Anne has migrated to 
Australia to take up the appointment of Director of Education Research 
at the Victorian Space Science Centre. Having renewed her Promise 
while in Russia last year, Anne is now a member of Guides Victoria. 

Friends of World Centres Newsletter for Term 3 is out now! 
Fourteen pages of the latest news, great photos and useful information. 
Only available to members of FOWC. Can be sent by email or in hard 
copy. Application forms available from Anna Maltezos ph: 8606 3500 
amaltezosOquidesvic.oro.au   

Welcome home... 
The Camping in Cambodia team of Belinda James, Stacey Lawlor, Claire 
Moore, Rosie Thom, Nicole Tye, and Kate Webb. The Rainbow Camp 
they organised to help Cambodian Leaders gain camping skills was a 
great success. Other activities included helping with swimming lessons, 
participating in Unit programs, home-stays, taking Cambodian cooking 
lessons, with some time left over for sightseeing in Phnom Penh and 
Siem Reap, including the famous Angkor Wat. 
Three Chiltern Guides, Ashleigh Dobbin, Emma Rogerson and Chantelle 
Harrison, and their Leaders, Lynne Emblin and Susan Harris enjoyed the 
'Experience New Zealand' Tour, making special friends with the group 
from Japan. 

Congratulations to... 
Jaydine McDiarmid and Aimee Smith. 'Ganapati', a training weekend in 
NZ next October where they will learn skills to take special needs Guides 
to camp. 
Lucy Stayner, Shelby Versa, Jaydine McDiarmid and Aimee Smith. 'J 08' 
- the centenary camp for Guides New Zealand in January 2008. Jaydine 
and Aimee will be putting their new skills into practice with NZ Guides. 

Go well and Go Safely... 
Around the world on the Guides Australia Four World Centres Tour - 
Raelene Curtis, Shirley Hopwood, Robyn Kompa, Carolyn Maggs, Deb 
McLaren, Brenda Payne, Susan Reilly, Helen Smith, Lena Topp, Kathy 
Webb, and Pat Worthington depart on 1 September for this five week 
trip of a Guiding life-time as part of a group of 34 Australians. 

Current International Opportunities 

> SUBSCRIBE > UNSUBSCRIBE  

2007. 
Contact Janeanne Lee on ph: 8606 3533 or 
email ilee©ouidesvic.oro.au  for an 
application form. 

Further details available by clicking on the 
poster above. 

THE GUIDES VICTORIA "SPRING INTO 
HOLIDAY FUN" PROGRAM  

September 24-28 2007 

For all children 5-11 years who are currently 
enrolled in a Primary School. 

Guides Victoria 2007 
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