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Welcome to Guides Victoria's First Ever 
Communicating Emag. 

Guides Victoria warmly welcomes you to the first edition of 
Communicating in its on-line format. By producing Communicating in an 
on-line format, we are utilising current communication methods, as well 
as moving towards a more environmentally friendly mode of delivery, 
that will automatically be posted to all members' email 
addresses. Please explore the articles here further, by clicking on any 
links you are interested in. 

All members will receive a hard copy of Guiding Matters in their 
letterbox, 4 times per year. This magazine will be in full colour and will 
include articles previously seen in Communicating, such as: Women of 
Note, Leaders for Life, From the Archives, Gone Home and articles 
about recent events. 

Guiding Matters will also be available on the Guides Victoria website, as 
a PDF. So watch your letterboxes! The next issue will be out in the first 
week of September. 

ANNOUNCEMENT - Appointment of State 
Commissioner Elect 

Guides Victoria is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Noella Kershaw as 
the State Commisioner elect. Noella will 
take up her position in February 2008. 

Noella is a passionate educator who has 
spent most of her professional life 
advocating for girls and young women. 
She was a Guide in the 60s and warmly 
remembers the friendship and fun that 
was part of the Guiding experience. 

Over the past five years, Noella has been 
researching women in leadership with 
Deakin University. Since 2005, she has 
been the Membership and Development Co-ordinator and more recently, 
the Events Manager for Guides Victoria. These experiences have 
provided the opportunity to understand the needs and concerns of 
Guides in Victoria. Noella believes that the coming years will bring a 
wealth of opportunities for Guiding to grow in visibility and strength. She 
is looking forward to meeting with volunteers, Leaders and members 
across the State. 

Commissioners' Team 

The Commissioners are delighted to welcome you to the Guides Victoria 
new look Communicating. Guides Victoria is constantly striving to 
improve our service to our members and communication is a vital part of 
this. 

What an exciting State Council meeting last Saturday when the next 
State Commissioner was ratified. Congratulations to Noella Kershaw and 
our good wishes go to her. 

The State Council was privileged to hear from two different guest  
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Training 

CARDIO PULMONARY 
RESUSCITATION TRAINING -
Information for Leaders in 
Guides Victoria. 
Commencing 1 July 2007, Executive 
Committee has decided that CPR 
training will be free to Leaders when 
delivered by Guides Victoria Training 
Department. More information  

LEADERS' PROGRESS 
CERTIFICATES 
Guiding Awareness and Leadership 
Development certificates do not get 
issued until Police Check has been 
completed. 
Leader of Youth/ Leader of Adult 
certificates will be not issued until 
First Aid qualifications and Police 
Checks have been completed 

Upcoming Traininqs 

Youth Executive 

Get excited! 

It's that time of year. Reality Check, 
for Guides aged 13-17 years and 
their Leaders, is back and more 
exciting than ever! All 
participants had such a good time 
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speakers, the first being Erica Brandon who lead the team to the 
International Space Olympics in Russia last year. The team did 
incredibly well and Erica's stories of Russia were fascinating. The 
second speakers were three of the Team who have just returned from 
Cambodia where they had gone to assist the guides in Cambodia run a 
camp. Their enthusiasm shone through and it is hoped that the close 
relationship between Guides Victoria and the Girl Guides of Cambodia 
will continue and strengthen. 

Guides Victoria was greatly saddened by the passing of Kate Dix, the 
Region Leader for Outer Eastern Region. Kate was also a Unit Leader 
and gave countless hours to Guiding in her various roles. She will be 
missed. 

The Commissioners were very fortunate to visit Sunraysia Region to 
attend the Gang Show in Mildura. This production was of a very high 
standard and it was wonderful to attend the show. We also had the 
opportunity to meet the girls and leaders at an activity morning and we 
relished this chance, even if it was a little chilly and the ground was 
frozen. 

The Commissioners are grateful for the very friendly welcome we have 
received at the Yarra Valley Region breakfast, the Lone AGM, the 
Maroondah Region Conference, the Goulburn Region gathering and the 
Woorayl Region gathering. Thank you and we look forward to 
continuing to visit Regions throughout Victoria. 

One highlight of the year is the BP Presentation Ceremony and this year 
22 Guides received their certificates from the State Commissioner. The 
venue was Strathcona Girls School, which has a magical old building that 
reminded us of Hogwarts. There was plenty of room for the many 
family and friends who wished to attend this very happy occasion. 

The International Conference was held over a weekend and brought 
together representatives from Regions to hear about exciting 
international opportunities and meet Judy Harris, a member of the 
Australian International Committee. This was a weekend full of 
inspiration, ideas and energy. 

We all hope you enjoy this new format of Communicating. 

Ellen Boyd, Jane Pennington, Shelley Van Der Wetff, Jill Jeffery 

Chief Commissioner 

At the Asia Pacific Regional Conference held 
recently in Kuala Lumpur, we were provided 
with one definition of 'advocacy' which is 
particularly relevant to the repositioning of 
the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl 
Scouts. We were told that advocacy "is about 
taking a stand and putting pressure on those 
who can bring about change and therefore 
help to build a better world". 

We are aware that the first advocates in 
Guiding were those brave, enthusiastic and forward thinking girls who 
fronted up to Lord Baden Powell at Crystal Palace Rally calling 
themselves 'Girl Scouts', and so advocacy is not something new for us in 
Guiding. 

Advocacy is important to WAGGGS because as the largest voluntary 
organization for girls and young women, it needs to be internationally 
recognized as the leading authority and the organization that media, 
governments and UN agencies come to seek advice and expertise on 
issues affecting girls and young women. WAGGGS has the expertise but 
it is not recognized as such. We were told that advocacy is the tool to 
help us to change this. Advocacy is one of WAGGGS strategic goals - to 
be the voice of girls and young women. 

The Adolescent Health Survey conducted a few years ago, provided 7 
key issues which have become well known in the tag lines "Girls World 
Wide Say". WAGGGS is preparing to hold a "Global Day of Action" in the 
future. Do we, as the largest organization for girls and young women in 
Australia know what our Guides are concerned about? As a Member 
Organisation of WAGGGS, Guides Australia has a responsibility to give 
our Guides a voice on issues that they care about and which are 
important to them. The Board recently approved the project "Australian 
Guides Say.." which will inform Guides Australia about the key issues 

last year that Youth executive have 
decided to have another one. 

Cherie Home, an inspiring mountain 
climber, has been invited to come 
and share her tales of adventure. 
This is definitely an opportunity not 
to miss. After all, it's free!!! 

So what to do next?  This is our  
brand new website page. In here you 
will find loads of information about 
who Youth Exec is, how to join the 
Committee and how to apply to come 
to Reality Check 2007. 

Be quick! Reality Check forms are 
due in by 17 August and Committee 
nomination forms need to be in by 31 
August. Don't forget to tell all your 
friends, and bring them with you! 

Youth Exec looks forward to 
seeing you there! 

Program 

AUSTRALIAN GUIDES SAY... 
You may have heard on the news 
lately about the results of a 
survey which asked what issues were 
important to UK Guides. The vision of 
the World Association of Girl Guides 
and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS) is to be 
the voice of girls and young women 
and to build a better world. Through 
the 'Australian Guides Say. ' Project, 
Guides Australia will give Australian 
Guides the platform and opportunity 
to advocate and speak out as one 
voice on those issues which concern 
them to help to build a better world. 
Packs will be distributed to each Unit 
with information about the project 
and a range of activities aimed at 
stimulating ideas and discussion 
amongst the girls. Each Patrol is then 
asked to send back to Guides 
Australia a postcard with their issues 
written on it. All of this information is 
included in the packs. Please take the 
time to discuss this with your Units 
and ask each Patrol to respond. The 
more information we have from the 
girls, the more Guides Australia can 
speak on their behalf. 

Region Leader Wanted 

OUTER EASTERN REGION 

If you would like to nominate 
someone for this position, or be 
considered yourself, please forward 
names and contact details to: 
Ellen Boyd, State Commissioner, 
Guides Victoria, PO Box 827 South 
Melbourne VIC 3205. 

A position description is available by 
calling 8606 3500. 
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that are of importance to our members. In August every Guide Unit in 
Australia will receive a kit which provides activity ideas to facilitate Patrol 
discussion on contemporary issues. I commend this project to you and 
encourage all Leaders to fully support it to enable us to determine what 
our Guides care about so that we can provide the platform and 
opportunity to speak out on those issues. 

I have been asked on several occasions recently, what the girls are to be 
called when our name changes to 'Girl Guides Australia'. When I was a 
youth member in the 1960's I belonged to a movement called the 'Girl 
Guides Association', but each Saturday I went to "Guides" and I called 
myself a "Guide". When we become "Girl Guides Australia" it will be no 
different. It is the name of the organization that is changing slightly to 
ensure we are identifiable and recognizable and continue to be 'a 
growing organization which influences the wider community'. 

Lynne Price 

Coming Events 

BEHIND THE CURTAIN 
Another exciting event coming up is BEHIND THE CURTAIN on 1 
December. For Guides aged 
8-30, who see themselves upon the stage, this is a day to gain skills in 
singing, dancing and acting, have fun and present a short production by 
the day's end. 
Contact Briony bhamp-adams@quidesvic.orq.au  or look on the website 
for more information and an application form. Applications close 1 
October. 

SEAFORD DISTRICT GIRL GUIDES 75TH BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATIONS 
27 OCTOBER 2007 commencing at 2.00pm 

Current and past Guides, Brownies and Rangers, Leaders, Support Group 
and friends of Seaford District Girl Guides are invited to come along and 
help us celebrate Seaford's 75th Birthday at Seaford Guide Hall, Corner 
Prince Crescent/Seaford Road, Seaford. 

RSVP: Wendy Hart on 9786 8946 
Wendy Stayner on 9785 9186 
Email: seafordguides@vahoo.com.au  by 20/10/07 

ALL COMING EVENTS CAN BE FOUND HERE 

Notice Board 

LEADERS FOR LIFE 
Calling all past participants of this 
exciting program run by Guides Victoria - 
LEADERS FOR LIFE... 
We are compiling a database for those 
interested in staying in touch, sharing 
skills and knowledge, and celebrating 
being a WOMAN with others who have 
taken the journey. We will be emailing newsletters twice per year, 
keeping you informed of what's going on with the program currently, 
upcoming events and any other relevant and interesting information. 
So if you'd like to be part of this modern Guiding network of women 
supporting women, please email or ring 
Leanne Conway 98012667 

	
lenniek©optusnet.com.au   

Sandra Dixon 	97201319 
	

dixon217©biapond.net.au   
Enquiries from potential participants to discuss program and benefits are 
always welcome. 

What's New in the Shop 

International 

What's in your diary for 2008??? 

Spend your summer holidays at 
Sangam and enjoy ... "Bollywood 
Dreams" 
January 3-12, 2008 plus optional 
touring in India 
REGISTER YOUR INTEREST 
IMMEDIATELY WITH THE STATE 
INTERNATIONAL MANAGER, 
either as an individual or as a group. 

Visit Kenya ... for the 2008 
Juliette Low Seminar. 
Nairobi, Kenya, in March 2008. 
Each country may only send ONE 
participant aged 18 to 25 years. 
VICTORIAN CLOSING: 14 September 
2007 

Join the 2008 G.O.L.D Project 
Team in Thailand! 
(Guiding Overseas Linked with 
Development) 
VICTORIAN CLOSING: 19 October 
2007 

More information on all these  
events available here or contact the 
State International Manager, 
PH 9390 1911 or 
InternationalGuidina©amail.com   

women of note 

Women of Note 

The 11th Casey Women's Mentor 
Breakfast will be held on Thursday, 9 
August at 7.00 a.m. in the City of 
Casey Civic Centre. This Women of 
Note Mentor Breakfast is put on each 
year by Guides Victoria and the City 
of Casey. 
Rita Hartney, our WON member on 
the Breakfast Committee said, 'The 
City of Casey Civic Centre will be 
transformed for this marvellous 
annual event. Women who are 
achievers in their chosen field and 
young women from local schools who 
are in Year 11 and about to embark 
on the next stage of their lives will sit 
down together to exchange ideas 
and experiences.' 
Guest speaker for the Breakfast will 
be Amey Lee, a freelance film 
producer who is working towards 
producing her own feature film. Amy 
is a great example of a successful 
young career woman who has 
achieved in her field of expertise. 'We 
believe that Amy, as a speaker, will 
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inform and inspire both mentors and 
students alike,' said Rita. 
The breakfast will run from 7.00 a.m. 
to 9.00 a.m. with the opportunity for 
mentors to network with other 
mentors from 9.00 a.m. to 9.30 a.m. 
over an extra cup of coffee. 
A workshop will also be held for 
students after the breakfast, from 
9.00 a.m. to 10.00 a.m. 'Journey to 
Career Success' will be facilitated by 
Pamela Wyatt, Regional Executive, 
Peninsula Local Market, National 
Australia Bank. Topics covered will 
include: Discover Yourself; Take 
Action About Networking; Networking 
in Action Mentoring; Action Planning. 
If you are interested in attending any 
future Mentor Breakfasts, please 
email Rita Hartney at 
rhartney@smartchat.net.au  or 
telephone her on 9799 8837 or 0412 
886 627. 

> SUBSCRIBE > UNSUBSCRIBE Guides Victoria 2007 
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