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THE WAR MEMORIAL APPEAL 
The appeal is going ahead, and we have now 

passed the £8000 mark. We still have all the 
biggest efforts in front of us. By the time 
this reaches you we will have had the Monster 
Children's Fun Fair. We hope if this, in 
spite of present difficulties, is a success, to 
make it an annual event, and thereby increase 
our publicity and also our annual income. 

Are you still getting on with your dolls 
for the competition which closes on 31st 
August? Some Brownie must win the lovely 
bride doll-or a kit bag. Some Guide must 
win a blue Healing bicycle or a Japara hiking 
tent and rucksac, and some Ranger must win 
a beautiful wristlet watch or an Aeropak suit
case. There are 23 classes to suit everybody, 
all with really wonderful orizes. Guiders, you 
could win a Cross fox fur collar valued at £45. 

Brownies can be helped in actually making 
the doll, but they should make or knit the 
clothes themselves. 

Remember the dates - 3rd, 4th and 5th 
October in the Lower Town Hall, Melbourne, 
for the Display and Sale of the Dolls. There 
will also be stalls. If you could help with 
anything for these we would be very pleased. 

11th October is the date for our Golf Day 
at Royal Melbourne Golf Club. This, we hope, 
will be a great success. 

From all we can heal', the Company and 
Pack Wall Charts are being worked for with 
much enthusiasm. Guides and Brownies are 
working really hard for the much-coveted 
prize of a week's free holiday at the Guide 
House. 

Once again I must repeat that we are tre
mendously thrilled with everybody's wonder
ful response to this supreme effort, and we 
feel sure that, . if everyone can only keep it 
up, we will achieve our objective. 

BEVERLEY E. ORR. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
3rd-4th September-Guiders' Conference 

(August, page 16). 
9th September-Entries close Guide and 

Brownie C<>urses (page 16). 
13th September-Training Classes: Lifesaving 

(August, page 10). 
23rd September-Guide Training Class begins 

(page 16). 
26th September - Brownie Training Class 

begins (page 16) . 
30th September-Applications Ranger Inter

state Camp close (see April "Matilda"). 
30th September-Stamp Entries close, Com

petition "E" (see August, page 5). 
1st October ~ Applications close Interstate 

Guide Camp (June, page 3). 
1st October-Stamp Competition "A" closes 

(page 4). 
3rd-5th October-Exhibition, Judging and Sale 

of Dolls (page 2). 
11th October - Golf Tournament at Royal 

Melbourne. 
15th-16th October-Brownie Guiders' Confer

ence (August, page 5). 
19th October-Annual General Meeting (page 

16). 
31st October~Stamo Competition "F" closes. 
18th November-Applications close for Train-

ing Week (page 16). . 

New Commissioners 
It was reported at Executive that the fol

lowing had agreed to become Commissioners: 
Miss Christian - Division Commissioner for 

Western Suburbs. 
Mrs. A. G. Hooke-Division Commissioner for 

Outer Eastern Suburbs. 
Mrs. Ferguson - District Commissioner for 

Trafalgar and Yarragon. 

Registrations: 
1st Sea Lake Company. 
1st Fish Creek Company. 
1st Sea Lake Brownie Pack. 
1st Frankston District Ranger Coy. 
1st Dandenong Ranger Coy. 
1st Eaglehawk Guide Coy. 
Kyabram Girl Guides Local Association. 
Romse't Girl Guides Local Association. 

Editor's Note. 
I have been very pleased indeed to receive 

accounts of Company doings, both in the 
metropolitan area and in the country. Please 
keep on sending them. Would contributors 
please read the notes on page 2 of the May 
"Matilda." Double spacing the word count 
and size of paper, are NOT mere fads; they 
make an enormous difference to the time 
taken for editing and for printing, and there
fore to the time of arrival of "Matilda." 

Please support those who adver tise in 
"Matilda." 

STOP PRESS. 
Guide House Working Bee, 24th and 25th 

September. Those interested contact Miss 
Welshman, 82 St. George's Road, Elsternwick, 
E.4, by 17th September. 
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WHO'S WHO IN GUIDING 

STATE COMMISSIONER: 

MRS. R. GRAEME ORR. 

Mrs. Orr (Beverley Lansell) started as , t 
Guide at the age of 11 years in the 1st Ben· 
digo Company, with Miss Merle Bush as 
Captain. She later became Lieutenant in St. 
Catherine's Company. 

After a visit to England, where she did 
some Guiding and visited Fox Lease, Mrs. Orr 
started a Company at Moulamein. 

Following her marriage, Mrs. Orr went on 
to the Guide Executive, and for a short time 
held the position of Commissioner for Hos · 
pitality. Her work during- the War Appeal 
was the packing and shipping of parcels. 

Mrs. Orr later became District Commis· 
sioner for Toorak and Armat:ale, and in 194R 
was appointed State Commissioner. 

STATE COMMISSIONER VISITS COUNTRY. 
July has been a most exciting month for 

me, because I have been able to begin one of 
my greatest ambitions-namely, that of visit
ing country centres. During the next four 
years I hope to cover, if not all of Victoria, 
then almost all. 

This month I have visited Geelong, Shep
parton, Stawell, Ararat, Ballarat, and I spent 
four days with the Sunraysia Division. I can
not tell you how much I enjoyed every 
moment of my visits-each centre turned out 
in force and gave me the warmest possible 
welcome. 

At Geelong and Shepparton I spoke at their 
annual meetings. Stawell had an L.A. and 
public meeting; then I met the Brownies, then 
the Guides, and finallv had supper with the 
Guiders. 

At Ararat and -Ballarat I spoke at L.A. 
meetings, and I enrolled 15 Guides at Ararat. 
At Ballarat, Rangers, Guides and Brownies 
united in a simply grand camp fire. 

After a week-end at home, I flew up to 

EQUIPMENT DEPARTMENT 

After fourteen years of service, Miss C. 
Broadhurst has handed over the Equipment 
Department to Mrs. L. C. Wilkinson. 

As you all probably know, the Shop is our 
chief source of income, and is a most im
portant Department. Under Miss Broadhurst's 
capable management, it has steadily grown, 
until last year an all-time record was reached. 
The Shop handled more than £5000. 

You will, I know, all join with me in say
ing a very sincere thank you to Miss Broad
hurst and a very warm welcome to Mrs. 
Wilkinson. -Beverley E. 01'1'. 
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Mildura, and visited the Brownies, Guides 
and Rangers of Mildura, Red Cliffs and Mer
bein, as well as having the very great thrill 
of officially opening a most beautiful hut at 
Merbein, when Wentworth and Dareton Guide 
folk came to meet me. 

I'd like to tell you all the (;etails, but space 
does not permit. Durin~ these visits I have 
made many new and happy friendships, and, 
instead of just names of places on the map, 
I have personal feelings about, and clearer 
understanding of, the areas I have visited. 

It was an extremely happy month, even 
if I did arrive home almost without any voice, 
and I hope it will not be long before I can 
continue with my ambition. 

TREFOIL GUILD 
The Trefoil Guild held its July meeting at 

the home of Mrs. Kirsner, of Caulfield. It 
was a useful and enjoyable evening. We were 
very pleased to welcome Miss Roberts, of the 
Twigs, and appreciated her experience and 
useful comment. Mrs. Matthews, Commis
sioner for Extensions, added interest to the 
evening. 

It was resolved that members of the Trefoil 
Guild should let their District Commissioners 
know that they reside.in the District. 

Miss Ferguson, of Kew, was appointed as 
representative to the Extensions Branch, and 
Miss Humphries, of Caulfield, to the Lone 
Branch. 

-T. R. Robinson, 82 Middlesex Road, 
Surrey Hills, Hon. Sec. 
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COUNTRY NEWS 
GEELONG GUIDE NEWS 

21st Birthday Party! 
13A Geelong Company celebrated their 21st 

birthday with a festive party on 28th June. 
There were approximately 180 present, which 
included District Commissioners, 90 Guides, 
Past· Guiders and Guides' parents and friends . 
The hall was decorated in Guic!e colours, and 
all present received either a blue or gold 
paper hat decorated with a Guide badge in 
the opposite colour. Many jolly games were 
played, alternated with items by Guides and 
friends. This part of the programme was 
well managed by the M.C., Scouter J. Dunstan. 
Mr. B. R. Kelly lit the candles on the lovely 
blue and gold birthday cake, which he so 
kindly gave, and Miss V. Holden, a past Cap
tain of the Company, cut it. Eleven lovely 
books on Guiding were presented to the Com
pany for its library. The Captain, Miss D. 
Scales, thanked everyone for coming along 
and making the party such a great success. 
The evening came to a close with the singing 
of "Auld Lang Syne." 
10th Geelong Company. 

10th Geelong Company celebrated its 23rd 
birthday on 5th July, and had a party to 
which was invited 3A Aberdeen Street Com
pany. A cake with 23 candles was cut by the 
youngest Guide. A Birthday Church Parade 
was held on the previous Sunday. 
Guiders' Training Week-end. 

Nineteen Guiders attended a training week
end held at the Toc H Camp, Point Lonsdale, 
from 3rd to 6th JUly, during' which extensive 
training sessions were conducted by Miss P. 
Barr, Miss E . Leigh and Miss S. Long. Drill 

STAMPS!! ! 
WINNERS OF COMPETITION "D" 

1st-4th St. Kilda Guide Co. 2482 stamps 
2nd-10th Geelong (St. Matthew's) 

Guide Co. 450 stamps 
3rd-lst Bendigo Guide Co. ... 322 stamps 

Other entries came from 1st Merlynston 
Co., 2nd Surrey Hills Co., 1st Packenham Co., 
3A Geelong Co., 1st Montmorency Brownie 
Co., 2nd Oakleigh Co., Annabel Rylah (A 
Brownie), 1st Mitcham Brownie Pack, 2nd 
Frankston Co., 1st Briagolong Co. (Ruby 
Browne), 11th Malvern Co., 1st Wodonga Co., 
1st Robinvale Brownie Pack. 

I should like to be able to personally congra
tulate all the Brownies, Guides and Guiders 
who sent in stamps for this competition. 
There must be many interesting stories behind 
these entries, and to those who so neatly 
packed and posted them I want to say a 
special "thank you." Do keep trying, and 
perhaps you will be able to win a competition 
soon. 
Competition "A." 

The closing date for this has been extended 
to 1st October, because Post Offices are still 
issuing the old 5/· stamps as well as the new 
one. 
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practice proved very helpful, also Colour 
Ceremonial set many minds at rest as to what 
should or should not be done. The thick scrub 
and cliffs close by the camp lent themselves 
very suitably to stalking and scouting games. 
Sessions were also conducted in compass read
ing, Court of Honour and Promise and Law. 
A very interesting hour was spent at the 
signalling station in connection with the 
lighthouse, where Mr. Hunt kindly explained 
various light signalling apparatus, and ac
tually signalled to a ship passing so that we 
could attempt to read the answer. Before 
lights out we all gathered around our camp
fire and learnt many songs. A Guiders' Own 
was held Sunday afternoon. 

MAFFRA L.A. 
A Local Association (the first ever formed 

in that area) was formed at Maffra on 28th 
July. There was a good attendance, and, after 
the District Commissioner had explained the 
functions of an L.A., the following office
bearers were appointed:-President, Mrs. 
Stagg; Vice-President, Mrs. Ronalds; Secre· 
tary and Treasurer, Mrs. Ross. The nine 
Maffra Guides who had helped arrange the 
evening as part of their Hostess Badge Test 
served a lovely supper.-B.L. 

VISIT OF G.I.S. TEAM MEMBER 
During the last week of July, Miss L. 

Thomas, until r ecently of the G.I.S., visited 
Yarragon, Yallourn and Traralgon, where she 
gave interesting talks on the work of the 
G.I.S. in Germany to members of the Local 
Associations and their friends. She also 
spoke to the school children at Traralgon and 
to Guides at Yallourn. 

Competition "F." 
Send in all the 1 / - Lyre Bird, and 6d. Kooka

burra stamps you can collect. Closing date, 
31st October. For conditions see May 
"Matilda." 
Compettion "E." 

For the next competition please send in all 
the 5d. Sheep and 9d. Platypus stamps you 
can collect. Closing date, 30th September. 

Remember that stamp collecting is some
thing you can all do to help in the game of 
Guiding, and it is up to us all to pull our 
weight. If you do not collect as a Pack or 
Company. then make an individual effort and 
send or deliver your packet to Headquarters. 
Make sure it is clearly marked with your 
name 01' the name of the Pack or Companv, 
and address to the un 'ersigned, c / o Guide 
Headquarters. 

Please Note.-Labels may now be obtained 
at Guide Headquarters, to be l)asted on to the 
boxes which you wish to leave with business 
people and others willing to save used stamps 
for you. Please see that these boxes are 
emptied regularly-i.e., weekly. fortnightly or 
by mutual arrangement. Send for as many 
labels as you can use, but do not waste them. 

L. CUZENS, Hon. OrganiseI'. 
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kNOW THE COMPOSITION OF THE UNION JACK AND THE 
RIGHT WAY TO FLY IT 

(BROWNIE GOLDEN BAR TEST) and What It Means," by Johnston Smith, and 
Learning the composi- "Standard Bearers," by Elizabeth Clark. 

tion of our Union Jack After the Brownies have an idea of each 
can be most interesting Saint's legend, the crosses can be shown to 
for Brownies if Brown them-a complete one first. Then let the 
Owls and others are will- Brownies put together jig-saw crosses, or 
ing to put some prepara- coloured paper crosses, on cardboard. Make 

into the work and are interested in the sure that these practice crosses are the COl'-

subject themselves. rect size-Le., twice as 10J,1g as wide, and are 
drawn on both sides to give the effect of a 

All children love stories, and the legends real flag. 
of the three saints can be told as simple When they are sure of each cross, show 
stories of great adventure. There are many them, on a cut-out cardboard flag, how the 
variations of these legends, but the best crosses were put on to one flag. Explain that, 
known are:- in order to prevent Scotland and Ireland from 

St. George, who was put to death for his being jealous of each other (children appre-
belief in Christianity; and how he slew the ciate this), as their crosses are the same 
dragon, representing the triumph of good shape-on the side near the pole St. Andrew's 
over evil. cross is on top, and one the other side St. 

St. Andrew, the fisherman, who laid down Patrick's is uppermost. From there it is an 
his nets to follow his Master, and who was easy step to show them the correct wav to 
crucified on a diagonal cross. fly the flag, so that the broad band of white 

St. Patrick, the slave, who, after years of of St. Andrew's cross is nearest the hoist. 
evil treatment by a heathen master, escaped Flags can be made thrilling for the Pack if 
and studied to become a priest, later return- Guiders use imaginative preparation. Re-
ing to preach to the people of Ireland. member, your Brownie will one day be a 

Some books which may be of help to Brown Guide, and her future attitude towards learn-
Owls are:-"Peeps at the Union Jack," by ing about the flag depends on how we teach 
Nora Hewett; "The Union Jack, What It Is her now. -J.E.P. (Western Division). 

NEW BROWNIE "HOME" AT WARRAGUL. 

The Dulcie Harris Memorial Kindergarten. 

The delightful new home of the Warragul form, is above the mantlepiece. 
Brownies, shown above, has been built and The Warragul Pack attended the official 
equipped by Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Harris in opening service in May, when the building 
memory of their daughter, Elizabeth Dulcie which will also be used as the Church of 
Iris, who was Tawny Owl and then Brown England Kindergarten, was dedicated by the 
Owl of 1st Warragul Pack from 1936 to 1944. Bishop of Gippsland, the Right Rev. D. B. 

A photo of Miss Harris, in her Guide uni- Blackwood. 

SEPTEMBER. 1949. Page Five • MATILDA 



The Guides of Two Sandringhams 
On the 2nd July, the Guides of Sandring

ham District held their annual house-to-house 
collection of Food for Britain. This food is 
sent to Sandringham in England. As a result 
of previous collections, quite an appreciable 
correspondence has passed between the two 
Sandringhams. .. In this way, we heard that 
the Guides of Sandringham in England had 
a poz·tables flagstaff, fifteen foot high, and 
made in three five-fo ot sections, fitting to
gether in copper sockets. A few months 
ago, we sent them a small World Flag to fly 
on their staff with their Union Jack. In 
return, they very kindly sent us a portable 
flagstaff-a replica of theirs-complete with 
guys, halyards and a Union Jack! 

The wood of the staff is from His Majesty's 
forests in Sandringham, and the staff itself 
was made in Queen Mary's Carving School, 
also in Sandringham. Beneath a copper 
plaque, which is inscribed:-

"To the 
Guides of the Sanudringham District, 

Australia, 
from the 

Guides of 1st Sandringham Co., Norfolk, 
Thinking bay, 1949. 

(Queen Mary's crest is stamped on the wood.) 
This lovely flagstaff is the only one of its 

kind in Australia, and we are terribly thrilled 
and proud to own it. 
, The culminating point of the day was when 
the Guides assembled at our District Com
missioner's home. We formed a horseshoe, 
and the District Commissioner, Miss A. Grey
Smith, presented to us, on behalf of the 
Guides of Sandringham, England, the flag
staff and Union Jack, and also a small World 
Flag which she herself had kindly given to 
the District. The two flags were broken and 

EQUIPMENT. 
We have been able to procure a much better 

quality material. This is 42 inches wide and 
priced at 5 / 9 per yard. 

Navy Wool at the old price of 9d. per skein. 
Gloves 17/6 
Stockings ...... 7/4 
Belts now 4/6 
Extra Swivels 1 / -
Brownie Belts .... 2/3 
Brownie Ties, now 2/-
Captain's Warrant Badge, now 2/10 
Brown Owl Warrant Badge, now 4/6 
Ranger Flag Trefoil 37/9 
Guide Flag Trefoil ...... 33/6 
Good Story and Nature Books at 

various prices. 
Writing Compendium-Blue and Brown, 

embossed with Trefoil, reduced from 
9/6 to .. 6/6 

Propelling Pencils, embossed with 
Trefoil 5/6 

Page Six • MATILDA 

Block donated by Sandringh am District. 
looked so fine and proud moving there in the 
little breeze. 

We wish to thank most sincerely, Sandring
ham (England) Guides for their wonderful 
gift, and also our District Commissioner for 
her World Flag and for all the many hours 
of hard work she has done in packing and 
sending the· food to England. 

There is a "r ace" now between our District 
Companies to go to comp and be the first to 
use our new flagstaff. -J.W. 

Will Country Guiders and Local Associa
tions please state clearly to which account 
they wish their goods to be charged. 

Please add exchange and sufficient money 
to cover postage to country remittances. 
Note.-Ruc Sacs are 47/- not 4/7. 

-A.W. 
WILLIAMSTOWN GUIDER P,RESENTED 

TO PRINCESS. 
News has just been received that Mrs. A. 

Mackenzie, who recently flew to Scotland to 
visit her parents, was presented to the Prin
cess Royal at a Guide Rally held last month 
at Wick in the north of Scotland. 

The Princess, who is President of the 
County, asked for Mrs. Mackenzie to be pre
sented when she heard she was a visitor from 
Australia. 

STOP PRESS. 
National Fitness Council's annual Youth 

Rally, Showgrounds, Saturday, 1st October, 
3 to 4.15 p.m. 
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GUIDE INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 
What Is Its Use? 

Now that the more spectacular part ' of the 
relief work among displaced persons ~~ Ge!
many is finished, Mal'garet Playle, wntmg m 
the News Sheet of the Guide International 
Service, asks what is the real value of the 
relief work now being carried on, 

"Beyond its immediate use," she writes, "it 
is a gesture of international friendship , 
There probably never was a time when this 
gesture was more urgently needed, not even 
in the days when thousands of refugees 
streamed over the roads of Europe and into 
camps needing to be fed and clothed by the 
relief spearhead, 

"Few will dispute that it is easier to give 
a bowl of soup than to bring comfort to a 
troubled mind, 

Physical Needs. 
"Those of you who have been in Germany 

may have taken part in the battle to over
come the physical ills, You may have lived 
through the comparatively happy days when 
equipment and materials were got together to 
start workshops and have seen D.P.'s absorbed 
in industry, 

"You will have provided the wherewithal 
for women to make garments for their chil
dren. YIou will have helped to establish sick 
bays. You will have taken loads of D.P.'s 
to the repatriation train. You will have 
helped to outfit the younger, fitter men for 
their great adventure of emigration. 

"You never had sufficient material, suffi
cient emigration outlet's; but there was an 
undercurrent of hope and endeavour, and day 
by day you saw the fruits of your labour and 
were satisfied. 

Need Still There. 
"But the need is still there," Miss Playle 

writes. 
"Come with me to the home of the orphaned 

German children or children whose mothers 
are in hospital. Some clothes are available 
for distribution, and the welfare worker is 
asked to make a list of the most necessitous 
cases. 

"'All are in great need,' is the reply, 
"As we go our rounds we find some of the 

children in bed; their clothes are being 
washed, and they have notihng to change into. 

"Come with me to one of the many hos
pitals, where men lie ravaged by tuberculosis. 
That Yugoslav with the dark, curly hair whom 
you saw in '46 or '47 is still there, wasting 
away and needing even more urgently the 
cheering word, the comforting smile, 

"Did you happen to know the old Russian 
count, or was he 'discovered' in his poverty
stricken room after you had come home? He 
is sitting this morning on his stoool, spe
cially made for him by the G,LS" looking 
incredibly like an illustration to a Hans 
Andersen fairy tale, His old-young face 
lights up with joy as he sees his visitor 

SEPTEMBER, 1949. 

bringing the longed-for parcel that the Team 
has strained itself to get from Czechoslovakia. 
Soon he is to have a special wheel-hair-also 
provided by the team~in whicl~ he will be 
able to get out into the fresh all'. 

Divided Families. 
"The underlying tragedies are there, too

aggravated rather than lessened by the pas
sage of time. Families are still being divided, 
by political differences between nations, by 
economic difficulties, by stringent emigration 
regulations, by praiseworthy endeavour to 
preserve national traditions and culture. 

"The 'hard core' of the D.P.'s is unwanted 
in other lands; the German economy into 
which they will most likely be drafted is un
willing to receive them; children multiply, and 
each has a birthright of shelter, food and 
clothing. . . 'Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto the least of these . , .' 

International Friendships? 
There is another side to this question of 

'international friendship.' On my return t.o 
Germany, in 1948, it was difficult to accustom 
myself to the stony stare that had replaced 
the 'Gruess Gott' of 1910, the 'Gutentag' of 
the nineteen-twenties, the 'Heil Hitlers' of 
the nineteen-thirties, It seemed to me that 
only a great underlying fear of a worse alter
native kept the Germans from open resent
ment of the occupation. But there was little 
outward sign here to give hope of eventual 
understadning. 

"It was only when I visited the refugee 
camps, the children's home, the hospitals, that 
I found something new. I found it among the 
young men and women acting as welfare 
workers, as leaders, as commandants. I talked 
with one-a man about thirty. He was doing 
a grand piece of work with scanty resources 
in a children's home. He agreed, in a matter 
of fact, unsentimental way, that it was indeed 
worth while, but difficult; it could only be 
carried through successfully with 'Liebe und 
Geduld.' Geduld (patience), that was a word 
I had never before heard on the lips of a 
German youth. 

"I met the same spirit again in a five
storey bunker in Bielfield, where a young man 
had gathered wandering youths in the streets, 
and was caring for them and getting them 
into industry. In both these cases was there 
friendship and mutual respect between the 
German and British workers." 

There is a passage in Miss Wilson's book, 
"In the Margins of Chaos," which Margaret 
Playle quotes:-

"Foreigners engaged on relief may be more 
effective ambassadors than those appoitned 
by the State. They are not hedged round 
with pomp and officialdom, careful of whom 
they know and what they see and say, but 
they live and work and suffer and hope with 
ordinary people. And it is because they are 
ambassadors that they may be immeasurably 
important." 
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WHAT A TESTER EXPECTS FROM A 
GUIDE APART FROM THE ACTUAL 

BADGE WORK. 
"Why didn't Ann get her Cyclist's Badge?" 

She had satisfied Captain that she knew all 
about a bicycle before she went to be tested. 

The consequence was that Ann was very 
disappointed, and the tester somewhat peeved 
over what was sheer carelessness and casual
ness on the part of the candidate. 

Tbere may be some Captains, and even 
some Guides, who read this article who have 
failed to appreciate the tester's point of view, 
and think only of the Guide in question and 
how grand it will be to see an armful of Pro
ficiency Badges in each Patrol. 

Testers are busy people, no matter what 
Proficiency Badge they offer to test, and the 
following may help to prevent a Guide being 
disappointed. 

Points to Remember. 
To make a favourable impression, both 

from a personal point of view and also as a 
member of the Guide Movement, it goes with
out saying that the candidate must be punc
tual for her test, and, if possible, in uniform. 
Remember, we need every bit of publictiy 
we can get, and here is a most useful way 
of bringing the Movement before the public. 
A tester is not always a Local Association 
member. 

Guiders, please see that the uniform is 
correct to the last detail. This occasion may 
not be so important as an enrolment or march 
past, but it is in the small things that the 
outside public judges you, and this cannot be 
stressed too emphatically. 

However, if mufti is worn, this must be 
just as clean and well-pressed as the uni
form, and in either case hair must be well 
brushed and tidy, hands and nails spotless, 
and always a happy expression and a smile! 
Don't forget the smile. It is very important. 

Some Districts differ from others in the 
way they handle Proficiency Certificates, and 
it is not proposed to go into details here as 
to the best method: but, if it is the practice 
of Captains to issue the Certificate when the 
Guide attends for her test, then the Guide 
must see that she has it with her to hand to 
the tester when the test is ended. 

The Guide must know the conditions of 
the test, and what is expected of her before 
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she arrives at the tester's home, or wherever 
the test is to be conducted. Captains should 
make very sure on this point, and never allow 
a Guide to go to any test until the Guide has 
given a good account of her qualifications to 
her Captain. 

Almost all Guides are nervous at their 
tests, but a good tester realises this and 
allows for it. Really good testers are very 
precious, and it is the Captain's duty to see 
that .these folk are given every courtesy and 
encouragement in this office they undertake 
for the Companies in their District. 

Irrelevant Chatter. 
Just as important as being prepared for a 

test, a Guide should be careful that she does 
not waste a tester's time by irrelevant 
chatter. After the test is over, and only then, 
if the tester gives the indication that she 
wishes to indulge in conversation, should the 
Guide allow herself any latitude· in this 
matter. In this way quite a lot of useful 
information on Guiding matters can be im
parted to the interested folk in the District. 

Thanks. 
Last of all, Captains, be sure your Guides 

know how to thank their testers in a gracious 
manner. It is unthinkable that this courtesy 
should ever be overlooked, but there is a 
difference between a curt "thank you" and a 
happy way of saying it with a smile. Here, 
again, adults are prone to judge a Movement 
on the behaviour of one of its members, and 
smiles travel farther than frowns. 

To Proficiency Badge workers, the motto 
for a test should be, "Be nrepared for it, 
be punctual for it, and be thankful for it," no 
matter whether you have passed or failed. 

If you fail, don't forget there is always 
another time. You can always have another 
test, but try to follow the motto in every 
way, so that you do not fail. -R.W. 

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS FOR 
COMPANY MEETINGS. 

In aswer to many requests, sent in on the 
May questionnaire, the Training Department 
has undertaken to publish monthly sugges
tions for games, etc., for Company meetings. 
We should be glad to hear from any Guiders 
who have good ideas which they would be 
willing to pass on to others. This first con
tribution comes from "The Guider," May, 1949. 

GET OUT--OR--GET OUT 
Reported at Court of Honour: "Our Patrol 

would like to have lots of outdoor meetings 
this summer, and to start as soon as we can." 
What did Captain do? First, she explored 
the neighbourhood to find places that would 
be useful-the school playground, a park, the 
L.A. members' gardens, roads with little 
traffic. A list of people who would help was 
useful, too-owners of houses with windows 
from which messages could be signalled, 
friendly shopkeepers, who might display clues 
in the window, friends with telephones, gal"
dens, sheds, etc. 
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· . 
What Happened as a Result of these 

Preparations? 
There was a treasure hunt evening that 

began in the usual meeting place, and ended 
there, too. Letters were hidden at different 
places in the town-a telephone box, a letter 
box, etc. Patrols were told that the letters, 
when fourtd, would spell the hiding place of 
the treasure. A set of clues was given to 
each Patrol; rhymes, a secret code, a sketch 
map, compass directions, and so on. Rules 
and the time limit were announced, and the 
Patrols let loose. 

There was a Woodcraft Discovery evening 
in the park, when Patrols had an "Eyes or 
No Eyes" challenge. (Draw the outline of 
three differently shaped leaves. Find a tree 
to match the twig given, and produce a good 
bark rubbing of it. How does a pigeon land? 
Has a horse any eyelashes on the lower lid?) 

A Town Explorer's evening followed. when 
Patrols had to collect 'information about build
ings and public services (one Patrol produced 
a log afterwards, and one Guide made an 
illustrated map). 

In a Spy Game each Patrol had to find out 
times of buses, trains, teleuhone numbers, and 
collect articles without the others knowing 
who was responsible for each item. Disguise 
was allowed. 

In a Pioneer Challenge each Patrol had to 
produce a supper and ril!' up a shelter in the 
garden of one of its members. 

What Did the Company Find It had Achieved 
at the End of Three Months? 

Several Pathfinder Badges had been begun; 
local knowledge clauses for First and Second 
Class had been covered thoroughly and prac
tically; Scouting games for Second Class and 
Tracking, Woodcraft Log Book and Twelve 
Living Things; the Woodman Badge had all 
been started. There were opportunities for 
initiative in plenty; Patrols really had a 
chance of working in independent units (when 
there is no Guider in sight, you have to make 
up your own mind); they had a good deal of 
e~ercise out-of-doors and much fun. 

ENGAGEMENT 
Members of the Guide Movement will be 

very interested to hear of the engagement of 
Betty Haigh, Lieutenant 2nd Oakleigh Com
pany, to John Knight, son of Mrs. Knight 
and nephew of Miss F. V. Barfus. John has 
been present at Guide House working bees 
from the time the Brownie Pool was made, 
and, with a group of Caulfield Rovers, he 
volunteered to enlarge the caretaker's cot
tage when that became necessary. Last year 
John was awarded a Guide Thanks Badge for 
services rendered to Guide House. 

Betty was a Guide, and has been a member 
of Melbourne Rangers since 1945 lmtil this 
year. She has taken a keen interest in all 
sides of Guide life, particularly camping. We 
wish them both all happiness. 
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Head Office: Elizabeth St., Melbourne. 

CONSTANT 
SERVICE 

FOR 107 years THE STATE SAVINGS 
BANK OF VICTORIA has served the 

people. Established in 1842 to safeguard 

the savings of the early Colonists, it has 

kept pace with the progress of the State, 

and has contributed, in no small measure, 

to the . prosperity of the people. To-day 

it is the THIRD LARGEST SAVINGS BANK 
in the Empire, providing Savings Bank 

faci lities second to none in the World. 

SECURITY - SERVICE - SECRECY 

THE 
STATE 

SAVINGS 
BANK 

Of VICTORIA 
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BE PREPARED TO EARN YOUR OwN LIVING-HOW? 
4-As a Mothercraft Nurse 

Introduction. 
The late Sir Truby King came to be re

garded as one of the greatest men of his 
generation, for he contributed tremendously 
towards the betterment of the human race; 
he was an authority on preventive medicine 
and a pioneer in the youngest branch of that 
science----ehild welfare. 

Tweddle Baby Hospital is the Victorian 
Truby King Training School, and was the 
first school of Mothercraft in this State, but 
it is only one branch of a now world-wide 
organisation of training schools in London, 
New Zealand, South Africa, Canada, Palestine 
and other States of Australia. Our trainees, 
therefore, have the advantage of being able to 
travel to London for post-graduate courses at 
Cromwell House. 

Qualities :-
The first and most important is a genuine 

love of babies and small children; but this, 
of necessity, must be accompanied by an 
acceptance of all those associated factors so 
necessary for their correct growth and 
development, both mentally and physically. 
You must be able to understand the theory of 
practical procedures and must have, above 
all, patience unlimited, tact and perseverance. 

How to Set About Training. 
The Intermediate Certificate standard is 

preferred, but Merit Certificate is accepted. 
Then decide which of the seven Mothercraft 
Training Schools you wish to train at, and 
send a stamped, addressed envelope for an 
Application Form and list of particulars to 
the Matron. An interview could then be ar
ranged for you to see over the hospital. It 
is preferable to apply in good time, so that 
your name can be placed on the waiting list. 

Information re Training. 
At this hospital you are not accepted until 

you are 18 years of age, and there is a 
premium for training of .£45/.10/-, which 
covers training, board and laundry. You are 
given a fortnight's holiday in approximately 
the middle of the training, and the equivalent 
of a day off per week. By this I mean that 
periods in the milk room and on night duty 
are unbroken, and the days off made up at 
the end of that particular period. Other 
schools differ in that there is no premium 
for training, and some accept you at 17 years 
of age and pay a small weekly allowance. 
The period of training throughout Victoria 
is fifteen months. 

General. 
The aim of MotherCl'aft Training is to teach 

nurses and mothers how to keep well babies 
well. 

But the training embraces the care of all 
types of babies and young children from birth 
to five years. 
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By MISS E. ROSS, Matron Tweddle Hospital. 

First, we have tiny premature babies, 
weighing anything from 2% pounds onwards, 
which we can teach you to raise to healthy, 

, happy childhood. Babies 10-14 days old come 
into a special cottage with their mothers, who 
are instructed in the technique of breast
feeding, and the art of bathing, cot-making, 
and preparation of milk mixtures. The 
mothers also attend, with the nurses, prac
tical demonstrations in all subjects, given 
by the tutor sister. 

We also meet babies who are not premature, 
but are still very tiny and need special care
many twins fall into this group. 

Others have the misfortune to be born 
with some deformity, such as hare-lip or cleft 
palate, or both. Some have defective hearts
blue babies. Some are injured at birth. and 
take a long time and a great deal of patient 
nursing to adjust. Two months of your 
training at this school is spent entirely with 
the toddlers and pre-school children and in 
the kindergarten, thus providing you with a 
very wide and comprehensive training in all 
aspects of child care. 

Opportunities. 
The scope of activities for the trained 

mothencraft nurse is ever widening, and some 
of the positions you may hope to fill would be: 

1. In charge of new babies and small chil
dren in the private home. 

2. As staff nurses in the training schools. 
3. Caring for the babies in the nurseries 

of the midwifery hospitals. 
4. Travelling with parents who have babies 

and small children-not only Interstate 
but often overseas. 

5. Tq go further and acquire a pre-school 
certificate, which would take you amongst 
the small children in the pre-school 
centres of the State. 

Salary,. 
As a trained Mothercraft Nurse you would 

be entitled to £4 /4/- per week, plus board and 
keep. 
. ~he traini!1~ itse~f is a very happy one, 

hvmg and mIxmg With girls of your own age, 
all of whom have many and varied interests. 

In the nursing profession it becomes our 
accepted duty and privilege to help those 
SUffering from sickness Qr disability of any 
description, and to impart to others the know
ledge necessary to rear healthy, happy chil
dren. Mothercraft trainees are perhaps the 
mos~ fortuna~e of all nurses, for they are 
helpmg to bUIld and preserve the foundation 
of a future generation, and, therefore, the 
work you would come here to be taught could 
never be considered "just a job." 

(Next month-The "Outdoor GirL" ) 

SEPTEMBER, 1949. 



A CAMPER'S pARADisE 
RANGERS! are you looking for 

that ideal camping spot that is 
just a little off the beaten track? 
Why not try Wilson's Promontory, 
where the mountains sweep down 
to the sea? The scenery on this 
peninsula is amongst the grandest 
in Victoria, and there are ample 
opportunities for surfing, fishing, 
swimming, riding and, above all, 
walking. It is perfect "overnight" 
country, with headquarters at 
Tidal River. 
How to Get There. 

Go by train to Fish Creek (fare, 
£1 2nd class return). Then, if 
you're a cyclist, you can ride the 
35 miles to Tidal River; or there 
is a cal' service from Fish Creek 
or from Foster (30 / - each, return). 
If you wish to travel by car. ar
rangements must be made, either 
with Mr. Grimshaw, garage pro
prietor at Fish Creek, or with the Ranger at 
Tidal River (Mr. Watson). 

Base Camp. 
At Tidal River you may hire a room and 

a kitchenette (no cooking utensils provided) 
in an army hut (£2 per week-3 bed; £2 / 10/
per week-4 bed, or a self-contained flat, £3-
6 beds); or you may camp in delightfully 
secluded spots at 1/- per person per night. 
Hot showers, sewerage and fireplaces are pro
vided for all campers. Huts are rented 
through the Lands Department, and are 
booked for holiday periods about a year 
ahead. 

Fresh supplies of meat, bread and vege
tables, if ordered, are brought in by the 
Ranger on Mondays and Fridays, and all 
tinned goods are available at the store. 
There is also a small post-office. 
The Lighthouse. 

The lighthouse is 13 miles from Tidal 
River, and the walk takes approximately six 
and a ha.lf hours. The track winds through 
f~rn guilles, a~ong mountain sides, and pro
Vides some glimpses of magnificent coastal 
scenery. The view shown in the illustration 
is f~'om the edge of the southern plateau, 
lookl~g down the. 100~ feet to the lighthouse, 
and IS breathtakIng In its beauty. You will 
usually get shelter and water at the light. 
house (we slept on the floor of the unused 
ex-Navy Recreation Hut), and it is fascinat
ing to watch the great light revolve, as all 
types of sea craft pass by, close in to the 
promontory. You may leave Tidal River in 
the morning and spend the night at the light
house, or alternatively you may camp half
way, at Fraser's Hut, and go to and from 
the lighthouse without your pack. This means 
that y~)U will miss the "light," but at least 
you Will be free for the two climbs in this 
Qart of the route, where you rise or drop 
over 1500 feet in a half-mile.' , 
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TIDAL RiVER 

By courtesy Vi ctorian Railways. 

Walks and Overnights. 
All walks are thoroughly described in the 

Victorian Walking- Club's Guide, 1949, and 
there is plenty of variety in distance and 
scenery-Lillypilly Gully, with its tropical 
vegetation; Sealer's Cove, through the moun
tain valleys; Oberon Bay, with glorious coastal 
scenery the whole way. Incidentally, the 
country is still untamed - it was used for 
jungle and commando training during the 
war-and no camper should go any distance 
(even a mile) alone. 

The country provides splendid opportunities 
for overnights in all directions. Particularly 
good ones would be Fraser's Hut and Grow
lers' Creek in the Fraser Valley. Friends 
camped in the Fraser Valley saw 126 deer 
come over the sand dunes one early morning. 
With ~uck you will also see kangaroos and 
wallabies-and the bird life is prolific. 

If you are interested in this trip you may 
obtain further details and pamphlets from 
the Victorian Tourist Bureau or from the 
Lands Department or the Editor of "Matilda" 
may be. able to answer questions. You need 
a. permit from the District Lighthouse En
gIneer, Melbourne, to visit the lighthouse. 

-"Guraki." 

LAND RANGERS. 
"~he term Land Rangel' can now be used 

o~clally. Wh.ere there are Sea Rangers and 
Au' R~ngers, I~ has proved almost impossible 
to aVOid prefiXIng the word Ranger in some 
way or other. Now the term Land Ranger 
is definitely established." 

"All Rangers-Land, Sea and Air-are 
Rangers first and foremost each with an 
equal pride in that title." , 

-Extract from "The Guider." 
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LAw AND PROMISE CONFERENCE - NORW A y 
BOLKESJ, 17thto 26th MAY, 1949. 

The Fourth International Promise and Law 
Conference for Protestant Guiders gave a 
wonderful opportunity to meet, live and work 
with, and to learn to love Guiders from many 
countries. Delegates from Australia, Belgium, 
Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Great Britain, Lithuania, Netherlands, Nor
way, Sweden, Switzerland and United States 
of America met at "Uppigard," Bolkesj, 
Norway, where the conference was held. 
Australia was represented at these annual 
conferences for the first time. 
Programme. 

We began the day with prayers, lasting 
half an hour, followed by breakfast and then 
Colours. Morning and evening prayers and 
the colour ceremony were taken by a different 
country each day, so that we learnt different 
ways of doing the same thing. 
Fr.om ten until eleven each morning we had 

Bible studies, led by Fr. Marie Threschow, 
a Norwegian and headmistress of a girls' 
school, as well as a Guide Commissioner. 

Camp fires were held every night in one 
of the rooms, with a fire on the hearth, and 
many of the delegates gave talks and taught 
songs of then' countries. I found everyone 
knew "Kookaburra" and "Waltzing Matilda," 
but not that a kookaburra was a real bird. 
You would have been amused to hear my 
efforts at laughing like one(!) during the 
short talk I gave one evening. 

We did not spend all our time talking, how
ever! The Saturday morning was used for 
following a most exciting track, at the end 
of which each Patrol had to act their version 
of St. George and the Dragon. As some of 
the clues were written in somewhat odd Eng
lish, they took a deal of understanding-but 
we had much fun over it all, and, as it was 
one of the few sunny days, could enjoy the 
lovely country and the sun on our beloved 
Lake Bolkesj. I shall often think of the 
patches of violets and the masses of tiny 
violas, known as "night and day," and the 
larch and spruce trees marching up the hills. 
Excursion Into Mountains. 

There was a welcome break in the work of 
the Conference, too, when we had a full day 
excursion on the Wednesday. We went by 
bus higher up the mountains to Rjukan, where 
we were met by two local Guiders and shown 
the church built in 1915. Then we saw. over 
the huge power house where electricty for 
most of Norway is generated, a very high 
waterfall being harnessed for the purpose. 
We travelled higher still, passing the "heavy 
water" factory on the way, to a restaurant for 
lunch, when the chief course was reindeer and 
vegetables. In spite of it raining all day, it 
was a most interesting and varied excursion. 
Church Service. 

On Sunday we had Guiders' Own in the 
morning, sitting out in the sunshine, and in 
the afternoon we all went by bus to Kongs-
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berg, a silver mining town, where we at
tended service in the large church seating 
2300. It is unusual in that the altar, pulpit 
and organ a~e one above t he other, facing 
the congregatIOn, and the top balcony in older 
days was reserved for the miners. Pastor 
Brekke, Chief Scout of Norway, took the ser
vice and preached. We had typed sheets, 
with the service in English, and for hymn
books used our copies of Cantate Domino, 
which has the words in two, or even three, 
languages. 

The last day came too soon, and in the 
morning we went, again by bus, to Heddal 
for a communion service in the seven hundred 
years old church, known as the Stavkirke. It 
has two wooden walls, and in the passage 
between the outer and the inner men had to 
hang their weapons, and lepers stood to re
ceive communion through tiny windows. It 
was a service of joy and sadness, but we were 
sent forth with faith firm. 

That afternoon we had the summing-up of 
the whole conference, when each delegation 
gave a few points of constructive criticism and 
of appreciation of all that the conference had 
meant to them. 
Meals. 
Th~ Norwegians are very charming, good 

and SImple people, and the Guiders did every
thing pos~ible to make us happy and con
tented whlle at the conference. "Uppigard" 
was a small hotel, which was very comfortable 
and provided us with excellent meals, which 
were themselves an adventure. Some of the 
foods were new to me, and also the times of 
having meals. Norwegians generally have 
their main meal, or dinner, at 4 p.m., though 
we had ours at 2 p.m. at the conference, a s 
this time fitted in with our programme. The 
hotel bedrooms could not accommodate us all , 
and four of us were up the hill at the store, 
where I shared a room with a Dane, and the 
Canadian had a Danish room-mate, too. 

The 1949 Promise and Law Conference will. 
I feel sure, be the highlight of my year 
abroad. 

A BULLETIN ON THE PROMISE 
AND THE LAW 

You may have read of the three Inter
national Promise and Law Conferences for 
Protestant Guiders held since the war. In 
1946 the Conference was at Les Grangettes 
in French Savoy; in 1947, at Shanklin, in th~ 
Isl~ of Wight; and May, 1948, at Presinge, in 
SWltzerland, near Geneva. Since Les Gran
gettes, a bulletin has been produced thrice a 
year, which tries t o keep together those who 
have been to the Conferences and to help those 
who. are .lucky enough to be delegates by 
sharmg wIth them both the impressions of the 
conference and accounts of practical experi
ments in Law and Promise work from various 
countries. Available at LH.Q. Price . 1/-
sterling.-"The Guider." , 
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EDITOR'S MAIL BAG 
The block opposite is a photo of 

an envelope sent by Miss Sylvia 
Aldridge (Lieutenant 6th Bendigo 
and Acting Captain 4th Bendigo) 
to Miss Berry Richardson (Cap
tain 4th Bendigo), who is at pre
sent holidaying in England. The 
stamps represent most of the pre
sent issues with Australian ani
mals on them. The rear flap of 
the envelope was converted into a 
boomerang, with a map of Aus
tralia resting in the crook, with 
Bendigo marked on it. 

(To the Editor "Matilda.") 
Dear Madam, 

In reply to the letter published in August 
"Matilda" from "New Old Guider," regarding 
the testing of the "Promise" part of Second 
Class, I can only tell her how it is tested in 
my Company. 

When a Guide appears to be within a few 
weeks of completing her Second Class Badge, 
her name comes up at Court of Honour , and 
the responsibility for passing that part of 
the test rests with Court of Honour. It is 
understood by them that-(l) A recruit must 
know the Promise and Laws for her Tender
foot Test; (2) a Tenderfoot must be trying 
to keep the Promise and Laws before she is 
awarded the Second Class Badge; and (3) she 
must be actually keeping the Promise and 
Laws before they recommend her for hel" 
First Class Badge. 

I feel it is much fairer for the Court of 
Honour to deciCe whether a Tenderfoot is 
really trying to keep her Promise and Laws 
than for Captain, as the Guides themselves 
see more of the girl in question than Captain 
does, and have more of an idea of her home 
circumstances, and consequently of the at
tempt which she has made to achieve a high 
standard. I have found that the Court of 
Honour take this responsibility very seriously, 
and will occasionally advise against awarding 
a badge until the g-irl in question has had a 
further period in which to improve her stan· 
dard. The Guide being tested is then told 
of this decision by her P.L., and also told in 
what. way she falls short of the standard 
required. 

The Company Second Class Chart has a 
special column f or this Promise test, and it 
is a very proud night for a Guide when she 
finds a star has been placed in that column 
by th ~ Court of Honour. 

Yours, CAPTAIN. 
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tl1.iss Berry 'Rici)6.2'uon 
~1. • r",o (la.tu ; 
,S"touehoU$1t RoAd.. . 

..ff4.wtt.A.d. • 
,Seven 04.1\.5 

lten.l:. 

J;u.g1.".n.t. . 

By courtesy of the "Bendigo Advertiser." 

4th August, 1949. 
Dear E ditor, 

I write to SUPPOl't the views of New Old 
Guider on the Guide Law clause of the Second 
Class Badge. 

Theoretically. it stanc.:s outside the test as 
a suggestion perhaps that the intang'ible 
cannot be "tested" in the usual sense and to 
emphasise the difference between spiritual and 
practical; but the words "must show" neu
tl'alise the effect of this intention. I have 
known the clause to be useful in the case of 
an obviously "difficult" Guide, who realised 
that annoying behaviour had a definite result . 
and ~hat she could attain her badge only by 
alterlng her conduct; but for the normal satis
factory Guides it is all far too vague. and 
even negative, because the Guide who does 
nothing- definitely wrong would be judged, 
generally, worthy to receive the badge. 

I believe the clause was introduced partly 
to save time in testing, and partly to attemp't 
to make sure that the Guide would apply the 
Law in a practical way, but I agree that the 
time has corne to discuss the results. Under 
the original clause, a Guide might pass the 
test by writing out stories and by reading 
about instances, but she did, at least spend 
a considerable time concentrating upon th~ 
Law, and some Companies arranged for each 
Guide to keep each Law f or a certain numbe ' 
of days, so that she had real experience. 

It would also be interesting if Guider:'; 
would express their views upon the question 
of certain people passing judgment upon 
others. I believe that recoil from th~ thought 
of passing judgment has been one important 
factor in the neglecting the clause. 

-G. H . Swinburne. 

MERBEIN GUIDE HUT. 
An acco~nt of the openinQ,' of this hut, 

tOg'et~er wlth a photo, will appeal' in October 
"MatJlda." 
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EXTENSIONS 
AN AFTERNOON AT "YOORALLA" 

"Yooralla" School is an important name 
in the treatment and help to incapacitated 
children. 

Would you care to come and spend an after
noon at Yooralla Hostel, Balwyn? 

As we arrive at the gates, we are greeted 
by voices saying, "Here's Brown Owl and 
Tawny," and we see small Brownies come 
hopping and hurrying as fast as their dis
abilities will allow, often falling over in their 
eagerness to reach us. 
Brownie Enrolment. 

They take us through the gardens to the 
spot where Esmee and Joan are waiting in 
their prams. To-day is a special day-can 
you guess why? Yes, two of the Tweenies 
are to be enrolled--of course they are watch
ing while Brown Owl produces their uniforms 
from her case. Ah, all is well, they fit 
perfectly, and what a thrill to be wearing 
uniform for the first time! 

Brown Owl hears a voice, "But we MUST 
have knots to-day!" Knots are very popular, 
and when Lorna does a knot Brown Owl 
knows she hasn't taught, "Oh," says Lorna, 
"the Scouts taught me." 

As time draws near for the Fairy Ring 
and enrolments, we move to where the Toad
stool and Magic Pool are, and while Tawny 
settles the Brownies, Brown Owl goes to find 
Sister and Meeko, who, with Barloo, is holding 
Cubs in another part of the garden. When 
all our visitors have arrived and been wel
comed in the Fairy Ring we hold our cere
monies, and then Meeko invites us to Cub 
investitures or enrolments to be held at the 
next meeting. Sister suggests that ~he 
Guiders and Scouters take afternoon tea WIth 
her while the Cubs and Brownies have a com
petition to see who can build the b~st ship of 
matches. On returning, we find It hard to 
judge, for every ship is different. 
Brownie Activities. 

Cubs and Brownies return to their different 
parts of the garden, and during pow-wow the 
Brownies decide to have a nature scrap-book. 
They are all very k~en. on nature, and one 
Brownie very enthusIastIcally offered a slug 
she had been watching. Unfortunately, Brown 
Owl had to decline the offer with thanks,. ex
plaininO' that live specimens weren't reqmred. 

We then played a game, feeling in as.sorted 
bags and guessing their ~ontents, a~ t11:1S :vas 
practice for our alternatlve test for SklPpmg. 
We closed the afternoon with.' T?e Ki~g of 
Barbaree," but instead of firushmg WIth. a 
tug-of-war, each side stares the other SIde 
out. 

Brownies then help to pack up and escort 
Brown Owl and Tawny as far as the gate. 
We hear them say: "Brown Owl, is it really 
three weeks till our next Brownie meeti!lg?" 

Three weeks-perhaps you have. enJ~yed 
your afternoon with us as the Browmes dId
and we do hope you will come again soon. 

-B.F.P. 
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THE ANNUAL REPORT 

Packs, 110; Guide Companies, 210; Ranger 
Companies, 21-and so on-the annual report 
reads. 

Without going further, the number of 2/6's 
received by the Thank You Fund totals 341-
but does it? 

In anyone year the maximum number of 
Companies and Packs in Victoria to subscribe 
to the Thank You Fund has been 30. What 
would you think if you had a permanent 
"absenteeism" of roughly 90 % ? 

Will you help? 2/6 on your Company 
birthday to Miss S. Wingfield, 12 Grange 
Road, ~ew. 

CAMP FIRE BLANKETS. 

Do you find that you have to take a rug to 
camp fire as a precaution against the cold 
and the mosquitoes? Whv not make yourself 
a camp blanket which will be useful, colour
ful and full of interest and personality? The 
blanket in the illustration is an ordinary camp 
blanket, with a slit, just large enough for 
your head, cut in the centre. Along the 
shoulders are wavy lines of blue, representing 
the waters of the Murray. On the front are 
the totem name of the -owner, a graphic re
presentation of the First Aider at camp, and 
of a "daisy chain" at the end of camp. 

On the back (upside down in the illustra
tion) is the song, "There's a Long, Long 
Worm," in pictures in the two squares. The 
horseshoe contains emblems of all the Com
panies and Packs in the Division, and along 
the edge, below the coloured lines on the 
original blanket is a series of camp scenes. 

The two of the blankets, made by the Sun
raysia Guides and Guiders, will be on view 
at Headquarters from 22nd August for a 
month for the benefit of those who are in
terested in "doing likewise." 
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ANOTHER NAME ON THE LIST. 
The family of orchids known as Greenhoods 

(Pterostylis) consists of a number of species, 
more than thirty of which are found in Vic
toria, and it is fun to keep a list of those that 
one finds, and really exciting when another 
name can be added. A few weks ago I found 
another species, and now my count comes. to 
nineteen, so there are still a number of specIes 
for me to seek. 

The fresh name on my list is Pterostylis 
Vittata or "Banded Greenhood," which is 
similar in habits to the Pterostylis Longi
folia or "Tall Greenhood," except that the 
Vittata is shorter and stouter, and not so 
easily found or so numerous. It was quite 
bv chance that I found mv specimen-indeed, 
at first, it looked to me like grass with seed 
pods, and its dull grey-green merg~d so well 
into the grey-green of the surroundmg bushes 
that I nearly passed it by, but I decided to 
take another look, and knelt down beside the 
bush under which my specimen was sh~lter
ing, and there-yes-it was an orchId, a 
Pterostylis Vittata. 

Many of our orchids have no common name, 
and the Vittata is one of them, but "Vittata" 
is a Latin word meaning "banded," so this 
name should be easily remembered, as the 
hood of this species is banded. The plant is 
a grey-gren colour, but the hood is .banded 
with broad reddish bands. The hood IS very 
bent, hanging as if too heavy for its stalk, 
and there are usually several flowers o~ each 
plant. My specimen was six or seven mches 
in height and growing strongly, but, though 
I hunted for many minutes, I could not find 
another plant in its vicinity. 

The leaves of the Vittata are numerous up 
the stem, and those at the top are broad~r 
than the lower ones. The Tall Greenhood IS 

a slender growing plant, sometimes being over 
two feet in height, but the Vittata grows more 
robustly and not so tall. 

This orchid flowers for several months, 
usually from May to July. and, though often 
found in foOrest country. it also may be found 
amongst ti-tree and the low shrubs of the 
coast. ~M.D. 

SPRING NATURE QUIZ. 
(Answers Next Month) 

1. In the first weeks of spring, a town 
bird's song changes. What is it? 

2. In our gardens we may look for the 
cup-shaped nests of two well-known 
birds. One is lined with grass, the other 
with mud. What are they? 
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3. What al'e the first native birds to be 
aware of the spring, and how do they 
show it? 

4. There is something in the bird world to 
be listened for in September. What is it? 

5. September is the month when the nati,:,e 
birds start to nest in earnest. Name SIX 
well-known varieties. 

6. Name two blue, red, white, mauve and 
yellow early wildflowers. 

7. Name the first two deciduous trees to get 
their leaves. 

8. What appears on bare trees before the 
leaves come? 

9. Can you name the first butterfly of the 
season? 

10. What does September bring with her? 
11. What flowering trees appear in our 

gardens this month? 
12. Are there any bird movements in Sep

tember? 

THE SQUARE CENTRE MAKES 
A BOW. 

How do you do? You have surely met us 
before, but it is so long ago that you have 
probably. forgotten. We are a club at South 
Melbourne, sponsored by the Girl Guides and 
the South Melbourne Council. We were in
spired by a Square Centre in Edinburgh, and 
are about four years old. 

In the beginning we had a full-time Youth 
Leader, Miss Mary Lamb. She used to pro
vide a varied programme for us. Sometimes 
we had films or talks, sometimes we had 
dancing. Miss Lamb used to visit us in our 
homes, and we all got to know each other 
very well. Then our Leader went home to 
Scotland for a trip, and Miss Mary Adams 
came to us. 

Soon we had two extensions to our club. 
First, some boys joined us, and, secondly, we 
began a Girl Guide Company. All our actio 
vities were great fun, and we were very sorry 
when Miss Adams left us to take another job. 

Now, for about 12 months, we have had a 
variety of leaders, for the members of our 
committee have taken us in turns. We have 
had First Aid, Doll Dressing, Play Reading, 
and numerous other items as we chose. When 
we have dressed enough dolls, and gathered 
some parcels, we are going to take them out 
to a hospital. 
Craft Work. 

Weare very keen on craft work. Have any 
of you any equipment you could spare for 
us? Anything that would be useful for 
spinning and weaving, sewing, leather work, 
clay modelling, etc. We want it not only 
for ourselves, but for some others with whom 
we hope to be doing work soon in Fitzroy, and 
Camp Pell. We should be so grateful for 
anything that you could send us c /o Girl 
Guide Headquarters. 

Now that we have brought you up to date, 
we hope that you will like to hear more about 
us. We'll give you some current items of 
news next month! 
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HEADQUARTERS 
TRAINING CLASSES. 

Guide Training. 
Pre-warrant training for Guide Guiders will 

commence at Girl Guide Headquarters on 
Friday, 23rd September, 1949, not 16th Sell 
tember, as nublished last month. Classes will 
open at 7.30 n.m. The Guider in charge will 
be Miss Peg Barr. The course will consist of 
twelve evenings and three Saturday after
noons. These afternoons are essential to the 
full training course. See August "Matilda" 
(page 16) for further details. 
Brownie Training. 

Pre-warrant training for Brownie Guiders 
will commence at Girl Guide Headquarters on 
Monday, 26th September, 1949, at 7.30 p.m. 
Guider-in-Charge, Miss Hazel Gross. The 
course will consist of eight evening classes 
and one outdoor afternoon. Fee, 2/6. Detail~ 
regarding age, nomination, tenderfoot and en
rolment as for Guide Training (see "Matilda," 
August, page 16). Applications should reach 
the Hon. Training Secretary, Miss Forster, 
by 9th September, 1949. 
Training Week. 

The summer training week will be held at 
the Guide House from the 5th to the 13th 
January, 1950. Training will be in Brownie 
and Guide subjects. Anplications will close 
on 18th November; 1949. 

E. E. MORAN, Commissioner for Training. 

REPORT FROM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS 

On 7th and 21st July, also 4th August. 
Present: Mrs. Orr (chair), Miss Russell, 

Miss Mitchell, Mesdames Hall, Littlejohn, 
Rylah, Searby, Misses Broadhurst, Christian, 
Gross, Moran, Mrs. G. O. Reid, Mrs. R. W. 
Patterson and the Secretary. 
Reported that--

Miss Best had obtained the services of four 
Rangers to assist with Press, Films, Radio and 
General Publicity on the Public Relations 
Committee. The Square Centre will remain 
at South Melbourne for the time being, but 
hope to extend its activities to Fitzr;:;y , with 
the Brotherhood of St. Lawrence, and to Camp 
Pell later in conjunction with Natio:1al 
Fitness. 
Agreed that--

The Districts of Sandringham, Brighton anj 
Elsternwick should be known as Southern 
Suburbs, and Prahran, TOOl'ak and Armadalc, 
South Yarra and St. Kilda as Inner S:mthern 
Suburbs . 

The Girl Guide Association should give 
every support to the Red Cross Home NU:'sing 
Drive. 

The Girl Guides' Association shou~cl b~ er:
cOUl'aged to take part in the sale of emblem::; 
on Empire Day. 

A letter of thanks should be sent t, Mise 
Hooper for her gift of blocks to the valu 3 of 
£2/10/- for "Matilda's" birthday. 

Mrs. G. O. Reid and Mrs. R. W. PaLLerson 
should be appointed to the Executive Com
mittee until the annual meeting. 

The annual meeting would be held in Coni
bere Hall on Wednesday, 19th October. 

Waubra District should be transferred to 
Ballarat Division. The following Training 
Diplomas be endorsed :-

Camping Diploma: Misses Barfus Broad
hurst, Bunning, McLeod, Moran. ' 

Guide Training Diploma: Misses Swinburne, 
McLeod, Moran, Hayman. 

Training Certificates: Misses Macartney, 
Roach, Gross, Barr. 

Reported that--
Arrangements were in hand for selected 

Guides to sign the British Memorial Book at 
the Women's Services Club on the evening of 
23rd August. 

Red Cross has advised that there will be a 
thorough practical test at the conclusion of 
the Home Nursing Course. 

HEADQU ARTERS CONTRIBUTIONS, 
June, 1949 

From Packs : 1st Benalla, 17 /4; 1st Black
burn, 12 /7 ; 1st Brighton, 14/-; 5th Brighton, 
£1/3/7 ; 1st Burwood, 11/2; 1st Camperdown, 
£1; 1st Canterbury, £2/14/-; 1st Dandenong, 
£1/0 / 2; 1st Fairfield, £1 / 4/7; 9th Geelong, 
£2/10 / -; 10th Geelong, 17/6; 11th Geelong, 
£1 / 10 / -; 16th Geelong, £1/5/9 ; 2nd Hawthorn, 
10 / - ; 1st Heidelberg, £1/10/-; 1st Ivanhoe, 
£2/1/ - ; 5th Kew, 10/-; 1st Lockington, £1; 
1st Maryborough, £1/16/-; 1st Mornington, 
£1; 1st Newport, £1 / 5/-; 1st Nyah District, 
2/6; 4th Preston, 17/ -; 1st Ringwood, 6 / 6; 
2nd Richmond, 12 / 7; 1st Stawell, 15 / -. Total 
£28/6/3. ' 

From Companies: 4th Ballarat, £3; 7th Bal
larat, £2 / 1 / 1; 1st Beaufort, £1/3/4; 1st 
Benalla, £3/3/4; 2nd Benalla, .£2/16/8 ' 1st 
Bentleigh, 5 /9 ; 1st Briagolong, 16/9 .' 4th 
Brighton, 10 / -; 1st Bm'wood, £5/8/8'; 1st 
Canterbury, £3; 1st Chilwell, £1 / 1/5 ; 1st 
Clyde, 18 /8 ; 3rd Colac, £2/10 / -; 1st Croydon 
£1/15/-; 1st Dancenong, £4 / 10 / -; 2nd Dande~ 
nong, £2/5/-; 2nd DeTjiliquin, £1 ; 3rd Geelong, 
£1/0/10; 10th Geelong, £2/9/11; 16th Geelong, 
.£1/17 /6; 17th Geelong, £1; 2nd Hamilton, £1; 
9th Hawthorn, £1; 1st Heidelberg, £1/10 / 1; 
2nd Ivanhoe, £1 / 14/-; Kew Rangers 15 / 9' 
1st Lockington, 10 / -; 1st Maffra, £1 / 6'/ 7 ' 1st 
Meredi th, £1; 1st Mitcham, £2 / 17 / 6; Mildura 
Companies and ~acks, £2; 1st Mornington, 
£1/5/7; 2nd Mornmgton, £1/1/4; 1st Nagam
hie, £1; 1st North Fitzroy, £2 / 5/-' 1st Port 
Fairy, £1/6/ - ; 1st Prahran, 10 / -; l~t Preston, 
10 / 5; 4th Preston, 7 / 10: 6th Preston, £1 / 8 /8' 
jst Rocinvale, 9/6: 2nd Richmond, £1I 10 / -~ 
2nd Sandringham, £1/10 / -; Surrey Hill~ 
Rangers, £1/5/ -; 2nd Surrey Hill 5 , £4 / 12 / - ; 
1st Traralgon, 10 / -; 1st Wentworth, £1 / 11 / 8: 
1st Woodend, £1/1/8; 1st Yallourn, 10 /- : 2nd 
Yallourn, 10 / -; Yarraville Rangers. £3/4/9 ; 
1st Yarrawonga, 10/-. Total, £83/7/3. 
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