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Many Happy Returns of the Day to "MATILDA"! 
I am certain that wish will come true, for 

in this birthday issue I int:'oduce to you 
"Matilda's" new Editor, Mrs. A. J. Darby, an 
experienced Brown Owl, write:', with wide ex
perience of service to the community; and in 
doing so I thank you all, with all my heart, 
for the f riendship and support you have given 
to me and to the co-Editors through these 
last years. 

The co-Editors - Miss D. Cooper, Mrs. 
Knight, Miss M. Wilson - have done every
thing possible to encourage me and help 
"Matilda" through thick and thin. With such 
a happy, united team I cannot write about 
"the Editor" alone; ever~ thing is "hared 
among us. 

The " outer circle," too - Miss J. Harpel', 
Miss Bierwirth, and many others - have l:e
sponded to all that they have been asked to do. 

An Editor is in the unique position of being 
able to answer letters and references in the 
is~ue in which they appear, and I assure you 
that I appreciate very deeply indeed ail that 
has been written so kindly and with such 
comradeship. 

We have lived such a life 
For three years and a half, 
As wiII never be lived again! 

If you will forgive the t:'ansposition, that 
is literally true of Guiding in Victoria, in 
1959. 

It has been a great privilege to be in 
the midst at such a time. The barest record 
of Olympics, Centenal'y, Lady Baden-Powell, 
Interstate and Intemational Camps, would 
have brought intel'est to any magazine, but 
extremely busy people have expressed the 
spirit of it all, as well as the record-some
time a little late, sometimes under a little 
pressure perhaps! But it came, and is tr.ere 
for always, with the gratitude of all Guide 
people. 

The incr eased publicity, arranged largely 
through steady work at Headquarters, has pro
vided pictures through the courtesy of the 
Press more than ever before; we have just 
gathered them in. 

I am especially satisfied that interchange 
with othel' Editors has developed, because our 
State magazines are the only channels of news 
of Guiding within Australia. We do thank you 
all so very much-State Commissioners, State 
Secretary, and Headqualters Staff, all con
tl'ibutors, and every reader. I know that you 
will I'ally equally to Mrs. Darby, and in wel
coming her and taking my I€ave, I ask one 
thing especially. 
YOUR Message is Needed. 

Do think of "Matilda" as your great oppor
tunity, a t YOUl' service for YOUR message. 

I suggebt this especially to each one who 
is a delegate to a con~erence, or is taking the 
lead in our new responsicilities and special 
enterprises. She is ce:tainly appointed by the 
Executive Committee, but a delegate or 01'

ganiser 01' trainer travelling abroad is really 
carrying out her project in the name of All 
Guiding, in Victoria or Australia, as the case 
may be. 

Do each one of you tell everyone else what 
is happening, that each may understand and 
share the new responsibilities for which Guid
ing in Australia is responsible. 

Your message is important to every Guider, 
and it is most important that it be YOUR 
message, especially written for her, because 
only you can know what is significant. 

This may seem an added task, but if you 
plan your message through "Matilda" at the 
beginning, as a natural part of your project, 
to be written either by you!'seE' or someone 
who is helping you, it will come easily and 
could be satisfying to you as well as to the 
reaters. I really know what it is like to be 
badgered for this "something else" at the 
time of normal reaction when a job is finished. 
So do try this idea of planning from the be
ginning, do look anew to "Matilda" as YOUR 
OPPORTUNITY. 

Thank you again, each and everyone, from 
all the Edito;:s, with good wishes to Mrs. 
Darby and to you all. 

Yours very sincerely, 
GWEN SWINBURNE. 

COVER - BIRTHDAY ISSUE 
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"Matilda's" original cover design was drawn 
by Miss Joan Hogarth, of Lancashire, Eng
land, State Secretary, 1923. "Matilda" was 
her ic£a; she chose the name and produced 
the first numbe: s. 

JULY, 1959. 



HONOURED BY THE QUEEN 
The Girl Guides Association of Victoria 

congratulates with greatest pleasure:-

Miss Eleanor Manning, Chief Commissioner 
for Australia-,Officer of the British Empire. 

Miss Lilian Mitchell, Honorary Secretary of 
the Council for Australia-Member of the 
Order of the British Empire. 

Mrs. D. Cleland, President of the Girl Guides 
Association, of New Guinea-Papua, member 
of the Order of the British Empire-for the 
awards of honour received on the occasion 
of Her Majesty's birthday, 1959. 
Congratulations are expressed also to the 

members of affiliated societies who have re
ceived awards. 

STATE COMMISSIONER'S DIARY 
Our numbers have been rather depleted 

through influenza. I have had some rather 
peculiar germ, what it was no one knows, but 
a sulphur drug seems to put me on my feet 
again. I was rather disappointed that I 
missed a Divisional Commissioners' meeting be
cause of this. 

I attended a lunch given by the Chairman 
of the National Fitness Council of Victoria to 
honour Mr. Frank Sanders, who has been 
National Secretary for the Boy Scouts Assoc
iation for many years and has now retired 
owing to illness. Many of those present con
gratulated Mr. Sanders on his excellent work 
during his thirty-five years service to youth 
organisations, thanked him for all his un
selfishness and the tremendous help he had 
given to anyone and everyone with whom he 
had come in contact. 

I do not think we had the response we 
hoped for from the Empire Day Stall. Next 
year I feel many of us in the country could 
supply jams and jellies, as home made con
serves always sell well. 

On Tuesday, 26th May, I had the unique 
experience of attending three Local Associa
tion Meetings in one night. Mrs. Cock of 
Lower Plenty invited me to open their Guide 
Week. Mrs. Cameron collected Mr. Loftus and 
me and we started at Eltham. Then went 
on to Montmorency and Greensborough. 

Each meeting was extremely well attended 
and great interest is being taken in the Move
ment. .of course we all know it is due to 
the keenness and hard work of those in auth
ority and I do thank them for all they are 
doing in that District. 

I am very sorry to tell you Miss Swinburne 
has to give up being Editress of "Matilda." 
Miss Swinburne is one of those selfless people 
who does aU she can for everyone and I am 
afraid she has overtaxed her strength and 
has to go slowly. We aU appreciate what she 
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has done for "Matilda" and thank her for this 
and many other services she has done for the 
Movement. 

Now, what about the Iris? You all know 
that an Iris has been given to the Movement 
-given actually to Lady Baden-Powell and 
named Baden-Powell Centenary. It has been 
given and raised by Mr. G. H. Fetherston, 
F.R.H.S.V., of Canberra as a money making 
project. . Mr. Fetherston is a Group Scout 
Master and has held many positions with the 
Local Association. Mrs. Fetherston is a Dis
trict Commissioner and their family either 
Scouts or Guides. It is a very generous 
gift and we are all most grateful. Do let 
us sell as many as possible and see what we 
can make for the Lones of Victoria. 

If you are an Iris lover, Mrs. Fetherston has 
variety - Lady Slim, Eleanor Manning and 
Mrs. W. C. Wentworth. They are all lovely. 

I must stop now and leave you all amongst 
the Iris. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW STATE 
I NTERNA TIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
We are pleased to announce that Mrs. J. L. 

Pearson, of "Gowrie," Berwick, has accepted 
the appointment of State International Re
presentative. 

Mrs. Pearson, who is well known to many 
members of the Movement in Victoria as 
Division Commissioner for Berwick and a 
member of the State Council, took over from 
Miss Moran on 5th June, and we extend to 
her our good wishes for a happy term of 
office. 

To Miss E. Moran, who has filled this post 
for the last 5 Vz years, we offer our grateful 
thanks. 

BETTY MACARTNEY. 
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GUIDERS' CONFERENCE, 1959 
ARTS BUILDING AT MELBOURNE 
UNIVE RSITY, 15th to 16th August. 
• Guiders, this is YOUR conference. Your 
'Committee, nominated by you last year, is 
working' on the programme and general ar
r angements, but the final success of the Con
ference will depend on you. 

You will shortly receive circular and vot
ing pape'l'S with full details of programme. 
Please study these carefully. 

Miss Florence Christian has agreed to be 
our GUE'St Speaker on the Saturday afternoon. 

Please send your questions for question box 
early, so that they may be handed to Advisers 
for use in Branch Time. Questions to be 
sent to the Convener of the Conference, Miss 
N. D. Young, 133 Forest Street, Bendigo, as 
soon as llossible, please. 

Mark the date in your diary, and give us 
the pleasure of your company at YOUR 
CONFERENCE. 

NORMA D. YOUNG, Convener. 

19S9 VICTORIAN SUPPLEMENT 
CHANGE OF NAMES, ADDRESSES OR 

TELEPHONE NUMBE RS. 
Would Commissioners, Captains or Brown 

Owls who are notified that their telephone 
number is to be changed later this year, please 
send the new number to the undersigned at 
Guide Headquarters, so that it may be in
cluded in the Supplement? 

Also, would Commissioners please send 
names of new Packs or Companies, with name 
and address of the Brown Owl or Captain, and 
any change of personnel or addresses of 
Guiders of existing Packs or Companies by 
31st JULY? 

Headquarters should be informed imme
diately of any changes occurring in August or 
early September. If received in time, these 
can be altered in the proofs of the Supplement 
before it is finally printed. 

MISS BETTY M. MACARTNEY, 
State Secretary. 

ANN UAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND 
DONATIONS 

MAY, 1959. 
Received with Gratitude: 

Albert Park L.A.; Mrs. A. Dann; A. Mushin 
& Miller Pty. Ltd.; Wangaratta L.A.; Messrs . 
Rider & Bell; Glenhuntly-Murrumbeena L.A.; 
Vacuum Oil Co. Pty. Ltd.; Miss D. Holtz; 
Mrs. H. Searby; Miss K. McEwan. 
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ALTERATION TO P.O. & R. 
Guiders are asked to note the alterations to 

the syllabi for the Laundress and Needle
woman Badges, which are given below:

Laundress : Delete Clauses 1 (c), (d), and 
2, and substitute: 

1. (c) A garment made from rayon or other 
synthetic fibre. 

(d) A woollen garment. 
Add (e) A pair of socks or stockings. 

One gar ment in (a), (b) or (c) is to have 
inset sleeves. 

2. Describe the routine of washing day, 
either with or without a washing 
machine. Show a knowledge of stain 
removal. Make and use water starch. 

Needlewoman : Delete and substitute: 
1. Have a working knowledge of: 

(a) The correct use of a paper pattern, 
including planning on material and 
cutting out. 

(b) The use of a sewing machine. 
Note.-If no machine is available 

this clause may be omitted. 
(co) At least two methods of making 

seams. 
(d) One or two methods of disposing of 

fullness. 
(e) Neatening a raw edge. 
(f) Setting in a sleeve. 
(g') Making a buttonhole. 

2. Submit two garments, to include some 
hand sewing, showing the correct use of 
the processes in Clause 1. Be prepared 
to demonstrate one or two of these pro
cesses as required by the tester. 

3. Answer questions concerning day-to-day 
repairs on her own garments; bring to 
the test one or two finished examples. 

BROWNIE SWIMMER BADGE 

Amendment to P.O. & R. 
The following amendment to the Brownie 

Swimmer Badge was published in "The 
Guider," February, 1959:-

Rule 45: Brownie Individual Proficiency 
Badges-Swimmer: Delete Clause 2 and sub
stitute: 

2. (a) Pick up an object-e.g., plate-from 
3 ft. of water, or mushtbom float 
for 5 seconds. 

(b) Tread water or float motionless for 
30 seconds (not necessarily horizon
tally) . 
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VICTORIAN AMENDMENT TO P.O. & R. 
May, 1959. 

Add "or hold the Junior Swimming Certifi
cate." 

With these amendments the syllabus fOT the 
Brownie Swimmer Proficiency Badge now 
reads :-

1. Swim 25 yar ds breaststroke or crawl. 

2. (a) and (b) as above. (Amendment, 
February, 1959) . 

3. Swim 15 yards backstroke without using 
arms. 

4. From board, bank or boat, perform a 
standing dive or a honey-pot (i.e., jump 
with arms clasped round knees). 

or 

Hold the Junior Swimming Certificate. 
LAURIE SHARP, 

Brownie Adviser, Victoria. 

TRAINING DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH LEADERSHIP WEEK-END, 
25th-26th J uly, 1959. 

Under the auspices of the Youth Organisa. 
tions' Assistance Committee, the Training De
partment is organising a Youth Leadership 
Week-end in Melbourne on the week-end of 
25th-26th JUly. 

Fifty per cent of the travelling expenses 
of one Guider from each Countr y Division will 
qe met by the Grant, which is made available 
to our Association from the Youth Or ganisa
tions' Assistance Committee, but the week
end is open to any other Guider who wishes to 
attend, provided she is prepared to meet her 
own expenses. 

Training will commence on Saturday, 25th 
July, at approximately 2 p.m., and the pro
gramme will include sessions on the follow
ing :-

Principles of Leadership, 
Games, including different types, how to 

explain them, judging, etc., 
The need for spiritual values in Youth 

Work, and some discussion on the pro
blems of that age group, 

How to teach. 
If any Guiders wish to attend this week-end, 

please contact t he Secretary to Advisers im
mediately-there may still be a few vacancies. 
Final information will then be sent direct. 

CYNTHIA WALKER, Training Adviser. 
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JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS, 1960 
Proposed tour to Alice Springs and Ayers 

Rock planned by the N.S.W. Jubilee Sub·Com
mittee as an All-Australia Celebration f or the 
Jubilee Year. 
Open to : 

Guiders, Scouters (husbands and wives). 
Cost ex Melbourne: 

Air ...... ...... ...... ..... £108 2 0 
Rail, 1st Class, with sleeper ...... 83 10 6 
Rail , 2nd Class ..... ...... .... .. .. .... .. .... 72 12 10 

N.B.-Air travel, of course, includes 
everything, but travellers by rail will need 
to arrange any accommodation en route and 
also pay for meals. 

Time of Year suggested: 
1st June, 1960. 

Durat ion of Tour: 
Approximately 2 weeks 2 days from Mel

bourne. 
Tour will include: 

(a) Journey through vast outback cattle 
stations to camp at the base of Ayers 
Rock. This journey is highlighted by 
the presence of kangaroos, emus and an 
abundance of wild bird life. 

(b) Walk around base of Ayers Rock, ex
ploring countless caves, rock pools, 
sacred ceremonial sites, native cave 
paintings, etc. 

(c) Visit to Mt. Olga to explore numerous 
domes and many outstanding highlights. 

(d) Climb Ayers Rock, with experienced 
guides, for thrilling views of Mt. Olga 
and Musgrave Ranges. 

(e) On return to Alice Springs, travellers 
will drive through country ablaze with 
wildflowers in season and an abundance 
of diversions by way of aboriginal life, 
etc. 

(f) Full-day tour of Standley Chasm. 
(g) Afternoon tour to Simpson's Gap. 
Copies of the detailed itinerary are avail-

able on application from Guide Headquarters, 
20 Russell Street. 

Applications to be lodged at N.S.W. Head
quarters by 15th N ovember, 1959, accom
panied by a deposit of 10 0/0 of the cost. 

It is suggested that any Victorian Guider 
(with husband if desired) interested in join
ing this tour should contact the State Secre
tary, 20 Russell Street, Melbourne, by 1st 
October, so that some indication can be given 
to N.S.W. Headquarters of the number who 

may be applying. BETTY M. MACARTNEY 
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CAMPING DEPARTMENT 

TRAINING COURSES WILL BE HELD FOR 
Campcraft Training Week-Ends at the Guide 

House on 22nd-23rd August, 19th-20th Sep
tember, 24th-25th October and 21st 22nd No
vember. Fee, 15/- plus fares for each week
end. Applications close 1st August. Guider
in-Charge: Miss Sheila MacLeod. 

Pack Holiday Permit at Girl Guide Head
quarters on 25th August, 1st, 8th and 15th 
September (Tuesday evenings), from 7.45 
pm. to 9.30 p.m. Fee, 4/6 for the course, to 
be paid on the first evening. Applications 
close on 17th August. Guider-in-Charge: Miss 
M. Fairlie. 

Indoo)' Licence at Girl Guide Headquarters 
on 7th, 14th and 21st August (Friday even
ings), from 7.45 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. Fee, 4/
for the course, to be paid on the first even
ing. Applications close 1st August. Guider
in-Charge: Miss Sheila MacLeod. 

Applications for attendance at any of these 
courses should be sent to the Secretary to 
Advisers, c/o Girl Guide Headquarters, before 
closing date. 

Applicants should be prepared to attend the 
complete course of training for which they 
enter. 

CAMP FIRST AID CERTIFICATE TESTERS_ 
The response to the request for names of 

doctors or nurses who would be prepared to 
act in this capacity was excellent. We would 
like to thank these volunteers and also the 
Commissioners who found these testers and 
sent in their names. 

NEW VICTORIAN PUBLICATION 
ON CAMPING. 

Victoria has just published a small booklet 
on camping. Known as THE CAMPER 
BADGE, the book covers the syllabus of this 
Guide Proficiency Badge, but, as the only 
Guide publication which deals with camping 
in this State, it would be of almost equal use 
to Guiders, Rangers and Cadets. 'The book 
is on sale at the Guide Shop. Price, 1/9. 

SHEILA M. MacLEOD, 
Camping Adviser. 

"MATILDA" RECEIPTS 
Will Bubscribers please note that receipts for 

"Matilda" subscriptions will not be posted 
unless requested? 
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PATROL LEADERS' CONFERENCE 
Metropolitan Patrol Leaders' Conference will 

be held in the Arts Building, at the University, 
on 1st August, 1959, commencing at 10.30 
a.m., when P.L.'s training sessions will be 
given. 

Please bring a cut lunch and a mug.- Drinks 
will be provided. 

Conference continues in afternoon. Please 
be seated by 1.30 p.m. ready for opening. 

Guiders! please tell all your P.L.'s about 
this Conference-you will get any further de
tails through your District Commissioner. 

Sorry, there will not be any room for 
Seconds to attend-or Guiders! 

Country P.L.'s will have an opportunity to 
attend the Group Conference nearest to their 
area. They will hear more about this later. 

We propose to hold them in the following 
districts:-Wangaratta, Ballarat, Echuca, 
Leongatha, Morwell, Mildura, Camperdown and 
Horsham during the next three months. 

HANDCRAFT DISPLAY 
A Display of Handcrafts will be held on 

WEDNESDA Y, 22nd JULY, at H.Q., 20 
Russell Street, Melbourne. Cover charge will 
be 2/-. 

This Display will be of particular interest 
to all Brownie Guiders, and will include Hand
crafts for the Pack meeting and for the Pack 
holiday. 

LAURIE SHARP, Brownie Adviser. 

THE BOY SCOUTS ASSOCIATION 
Colonel E. R. Black, O.B.E., has been ap

pointed General Secretary of the Boy Scouts 
Association. 

Colonel Black began his career in Scouting 
as a tnE:.mber of the 1st Camberwell Troop, and, 
having been Patrol Leader, Troop Leader and 
A.S.M., left in his late teens to become a 
cadet at the Royal Military College, Sand
hur::.t, England. His career was spectacular, 
and, after long and distinguished service in 
the Army and Air Force, he retired from the 
Army in 1952 with the rank of Colonel, and 
returned to Australia. 

He accepted appointment as Organising Sec
retary for the Jamboree of 1955-56 and, after 
that exacting job, was appointed Assistant 
General Secretary at Scout Headquartel'S. 

Now, with his wide knowledge of men and 
affairs, and his long experience of Scouting, 
Colonel Black succeeds Mr. F. R. G. Sanders 
at Baden-Powell House. 
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MRS. L. V. LANSELL 

of Lansellstowe, Bendigo 
It is with deepest regret we record the 

death on 16th April, 1959, of Mrs. L. V. 
Lansell, one of the earliest friends and sup
porters of the Girl Guides Association. 

Her name will be remembered with special 
affection and gratitude whenever the early 
days of Victorian Guiding come to our minds. 

In the year 1922, when steps were being 
taken to establish an organisation of the 
Movement here, and when the English Trainer, 
Miss K. Robinson, came out to advise on this 
work, accompanied by Miss Joan Hogarth, who 
later became State Secretary, it was to Mrs. 
Lansell that Lady Stradbroke appealed for 
assistance and support. 

Lady Stradbroke was the first State Com
missioner for Victoria, and she urged -Mrs. 
Lansel! to join a Vice-Regal train that was 
making a tour to Echuca and Rochester to 
start Guiding in those towns. 

Although Mrs. Lansell had, at that time, 
many other interests and commitments, her 
keen desire to assist any worthwhile cause 
made it impossible for her to refuse this re
quest , and, besides providing hospitality for 
t he two English Guiders at Lanselltowe, Ben
digo, and making it poss ible fOl' them to visit 
other centres, she eventually agreed at Lady 
Stl'adbroke's insistence, to become Division 
Commissioner for a large area of the State. 
This was then known as the Northern Divi
sion, and it stretched from Euroa and W ood
end to the Murray River, and comprised at 
one time as many as twen ty different Guide 
Districts, with Deniliquin and Moulamein over 
t he "border" added later. 

Her warrant as Division Commissioner was 
dated 1924, which made her, in all probability, 
the first Division Commissioner to be war
ranted in Victoria. This she held until 1948, 
when t he Division was divided into several 
separate Divisions. 

Older Guide folk in the country will re
member something of the yeal'ly tours of the 
Division which she undertook when visiting 
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her Districts, and which entailed a vast amount 
of travelling over shockingly bad roads and 
enduring the discomforts of staying in the 
primitive country hotels of those days. 

Mr . Lan5ell (to whom the Movement also 
owes a debt of gratitude) always drove her 
on these tours, which lasted for three or four 
weeks at least. He was as anxious as his 
wi: e that there should be no disappointments 
caused through non-arrival when expected, and 
he always took several spare springs for t he 
car and equipment for pulling out of bogs, 
in order to insure against delays or mishaps. 

In addition to being Divisional Commis
sioner, Mrs. Lansell was also a member of the 
Executive Committee from 1924-1932, a period 
when the organisation of Guiding in Victoria 
was being established, and she was a keen 
and enthusiastic member of the State Council 
from its inception until the last years of her 
life. 

Her generosity, energy and her ability to 
enthuse others with the aims and ideals of the 
Guide Movement assisted a great deal in tne 
building up of the Association in this State 
as we know it to-day, and it must have given 
her particular joy and satisfaction when her 
daughter, Mrs. Orr , was appointed State Com
missioner and brought with her fresh vitality 
an d prosperity to Guiding in Victoria. 

MRS. C. JOHNSON 
We record with deep regret the death of 

Mrs. C. Johnson, District Commissioner of 
Shepparton, as the result of an accident. 

The funeral service was unparalleled as a 
declaration of the sincere esteem in which Mrs. 
Johnson was held by every section of the 
community. The Rev. A. E. McKay said t hat 
Mrs . Johnson had given a lifetime of service 
to the girls of the community. Her company 
had always been enjoyable, but always, too, 
a real task was accomplished because her 
enthusiasms were real and practicable, and she 
was most at ease when dressed in her Guide 
uni: ol'm, the symbol of her service. She de
rived great pleasure from Celebrity Concerts, 
but always her Guides came first. "I sincerely 
feel that a light of particular brilliance has 
been extinguished in the City of Shepparton." 

Indeed, the whole Guide Movement has suf
fered a loss, and all her Guide friends join 
with Shepparton in sorrowful s ympathy. 
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GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED 
And yet another service for Guiding has 

been well and faithfully done. Is it any won
der the Movement awarded her the Beaver? 
She is just that - a beaver - for where there 
is work to be done, there is Gwen Swinburne. 

Weare not, just here, concerned with all 
the grand jobs Gwen, through the years, has 
done for Guiding, and they have been many, 
including the Blue Cord Training Diploma 
gained in 1924, and her period as one of the 
team of Trainers; but with one in particular, 
Editor of "Matilda," an office from which 
Gwen retires as from the June, 1959, issue, 
after nearly four years of loyal service. 

During this time it has been Gwen's respon
sibility to ensure that "Matilda" developed 
wisely and well. She is now a fine "young 
lady" of distinction, both here and abroad, for 
"Matilda" is indeed a "sister to every other 
Guide" in the truest sense of the fourth Guide 
Law, the magazine has been a valuable friend 
of Commissioner, Guider, Ranger, Guide and 
Brownie alike. Gwen has seen to it that 
"Matilda" brought to us all, not just pages 
full of i tere~t, but pages, too, full, as a trea
sure chest is full, of things only of the best. 

"Matilda" has been extremely fortunate in 
her Editor. To be a good one, an Editor must 
have three attributes-firstly, an appreciation 
of the language, both in the literary and gram
matical sense; Gwen has just that, for she 
holds that most coveted of degrees, an M.A. 
(Melb ,). Secondly, ability to discern correct
ness even when she herself may not appre
ciate to the full the matter submitted: Gwen 
has just that. Thirdly, and oh, how important, 
innate tact when soliciting articles and edit
ing them! What a master at that Gwen has 
been! 

... And so, dearest Editor, I must now say 
good-bye. I shall miss you greatly, but I shall 
ndeavour to remember all you have taught 

me, and do my best to continue to serve, as 
you will, I know, the Movement we both 
treasure so much. 

Your ever loving 
"MATILDA" (M. Cooper). 
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ANOTHER JOB WELL DONE ! 
MISS ELAINE MORAN, 

State International Representative, 1953-1959. 
We have all asked someone to come and 

stay with us in our home at some time or 
othe', and, when the day of arrival approached, 
we gave much time and thought to our pre
parations for the visit. 

Well, this is what Miss Elaine Moran has 
been doing for the past five and a half years 
as International Representative in Victoria, 
and now that her term of office has ended, the 
best thanks we can offer her is to remind ner 
of all the happiness she has given the many, 
many Guide visitors from overseas that have 
visited Victoria during that period. 

First impressions are very important - a 
cheery welcome on arrival at a strange air
port, station or dock, no matter what the 
weather or time-flowers in your room, your 
mail in a prominent position, somebody who 
talks to you about your home and family and 
mutual friends, and who obviously knows 
something about your country. These things 
make you feel secure among understanding 
friends. Later, when you have had a good 
rest and settled down, you are interested in 
all the new country has to offer in the way of 
new experiences-but not at first! Miss 
Moran understood this and always tried to 
ensure that the many kind hostesses who 
entertained international Guides were aware 
of this aspect. 

Lastly, there is a very great deal of work 
and unselfish thought involved in cementing 
friendships with sister Guides all over the 
world. It takes years and years of correspon
dence to build lasting foundations; you must 
remember birthdays, Christmas, Thinking 
Day, and all sorts of odd little anniversaries, 
because if you forget or if you think you have 
not sufficient time, then the person in the 
far-off country thinks you have forgotten her 
and that you do not love her as much as she 
thought you did! This last factor is probably 
the one in which Elaine Moran excels most. 
You have only to see her Christmas cards 
each year, or see her post-book, to discover 
the many count,'ies with which she has been 
linked for more than thirty years. Although 
Victoria is changing its International Repre
sentative, it is not losing a master builder 
of world friendship-it is merely adding an
other enthusiastic builder to its numbers. 

K. WOOLLACOTT. 
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PART 4. 

DISCOVERING FOR GUIDES 
1. Telephone the Public Library of Victoria and enquire about arrangements in the Newspaper 

Room: 
(a) Is the Newspaper Room open on Saturday afternoons; and, if not, at what times possible 

for Guides? Early evening hours might do. 
(b) Are there any age limits for readers? 

2. According to the information, arrange for one, two, three or four Guides to visit the News
paper Room. 

3. Enquire at desk for Melbourne "Argus" for June, 1912; Melbourne "Age" for June, 1912; 
"Table Talk" for December, 1911, January, 1912 . 

. One or two Guides explore each file of papers beginning about 10th June for the dailies. 

CAPTAINS! this is a special idea for you. It is sometimes difficult to plan activities for 
History of Movement, or to find information that Guides can use without just copying from 
books. 

All this time, in the files of our own library, has been direct and interesting news about 
Baden-Powell, Guides in Victoria in 1912, and the Scouts! PICTURES TOO! 

Much of Part 4 has been gleaned from the the newspapers; but do keep it to yourselves 
and send the Guides to find it, if you can. They will find much more besides, with details that 
appeal to each personally to make her "history" different from the others. 

"Table Talk" has some information, too, but it is harder to find in the weekly than in the 
dailies. 

I do not know the answers to the questions in the first paragraph, and would not tell you 
if I did. 

Libraries in some other cities might have files of the Melbourne dailies. For files of the 
"Herald," metropolitan Guides must go to the "Herald" office. 

A visit to the Library and Museum could well be the aim of a winter excursion. Some 
Guides could follow "discovery orders," while a few spend half-an-hour or so in the Newspaper 
Room. 

The picture, "Black Thursday," by Strutt, is in the Newspaper Room. Historical, though 
not Guide history. 

* * 
BADEN-POWELL IN AUSTRALIA 

Wor ld Tour. 

* 
The world tour of Sir Robert Baden-Powell, 
in 1912, was important in several different 
ways. On the ship outward bound he met 
Miss .olave Soames, and they were married 
after he returned to England in October . 

Everywhere he had a two-fold programme-
hi·s organised lectures upon his general mili
tary experiences, and his visits to the Boy 
Scouts. He was accompanied by three young 
men who had just left Cambridge, and who 
acted as "sort of aides·de-camp." Naturally, 
a Lecture Tour Promoter was prominent in 
al! the big centres. 
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* * * 
'I he tour of Australia began in Brisbane 

on Saturday, 11th May, and he arrived in 
Sycney on Wednesday, 15th May. "Table 
Talk" commented on the following day:-

"Lieutenant-General Sir Robert S. S. Baden· 
Powell, who is now commencing his lecture tour 
of Australia, considers that his hurried tour of 
these latitudes will be rather restful in comparison 
with his rush through the United States. He 
travelled right across the American continent, from 
New York to San Francisco, lecturing in practically 
every city of importance, but never staying in any 
city longer than 48 hours. In most cities he reo 
mained only a day, but uSttally packed into that 
day enough engagements to last any ordinary citizen 
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a week. For instance, in Detroit, where he 
actually stayed only fifteen hours, he managed to 
attend a reception, a luncheon, and an official 
dinner, besides giving two lectures to the local 
Boy Scouts. . . . It stands to the credit of the 
General's stamina that he got through it all just 
as fresh and energetic as when he started." 

His DiaI'Y. 

Mrs. Wade, Secretary to the Chief Guide, 
has most kindly sent us extracts from the 
Founder 's diary and letters, referring espe
cially to the Coml2.anies of girls. 

He made the entry for 21st May:-"In Syd
ney inspected 'Girl Aids' under Mrs. Dixson, 
who gave me a flag for the Girl Guides of 
England." 

Except for his description of the rally at 
the Fire Brigade Station in Melbourne, this 
is the only reference to Companies of girls 
during his tour of Australia. 

From Sydney he visited Northern Tasmania, 
and then crossed Bass Strait on the Rotoma
hana and arrived at Queen's Wharf, Mel
bourne, just below Market Street. 

The Diary Again. 

Victoria, 11th June, 1912.-Passed between 
Heads, two sandhill bluffs, and crossed inner 
lagoon of about 30 miles. Melbourne all 
chimneys and smoke, and low, flat ground. 
Passed docks and factories and steamed up 
Yarra River, dredged channel into city. Met 
by Captain Wheatley (A.D.C.), Ernest Wears 
(Boy Scouts) and others. Enthusiastic crowd 
climbed over motor car to shake hands. Mel
bourne more of a city, with fine streets and 
big buildings, police-regulated traffic, more 
like an American city and less countrified than 
Sydney, etc. Gardens, monuments, suburbs 
very ext ended, acreage said to equal that of 
greater London for 700,000 inhabitants! Go
vernment House five miles out; Sir John and 
Lady Fuller and jolly family of three small 
girls and three little boys. Lectured in Cross 
Hall, introduced by Sir John Madden, Chief 
Justice. 

Wednesday, 12th June.-Reception by Lord 
Mayor at 11. Speeches by Lord Mayor, Sir 
Robert Best (M.P. and Scout Council), Ad
miral Sir Wm. Cresswell, Col. Burstem. I 
addressed women, and thanked them for war 
present and asked them to help Scouts and 
Guides. 
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Thursday, 13th June.-Reviewed three Com
panies of Girl Giudes. All working separately, 
but mean well. 

Thursday, 13th June.-RaUy of Victorian 
Scouts in Fed!. Govt. House grounds. 

[Comment.-The "Government House five 
miles out" is Stonnington, now the Teachers' 
Training College in Glenferrie Road, Malvern. 
After Federation, and before Canberra was 
established, Stonnington was used as State 
Government House, and Government House in 
the Domain was the residence of the Governor
General.] 

Civilian! 

The press took a keen interest in the visit 
and discovered unusual news items: 

"Besides being a fine soldier and organiser, 
Badzn-Powell can do two things at once. He is 
one of the few ambidextrous people and very effi· 
cient-he can sketch a horse with one hand and 
a picturesque ruin . with the other. . .. His sister 
bred bees outside the drawing-room windows, and 
the Baden-Powell house was one of the sights of 
London, with its apiary of hives instead of window 
boxes. 

But the actual moment of arrival lacked 
something-the reporters were puzzled. They 
remembered, twelve years ago, a day and a 
night of wild, hysterical rejoicing. They had 
never seen the hero of the relief of Mafeking, 
and all through that twelve years he had 
become a myth, in their imagination. 

Then, almost inconspicuously, A CIVILIAN 
STEPPED ASHORE. One wrote: 

"Sir Robert Baden-Powell's reception in Mel
bourne was but the faintest echo of Mafeking 
Day in the same joyous city what time Sir Robert 
put up his ' celebrated bluff on the Boers. A tall, 
spare, grey man, with a keen eye, stepped ashore 
011 the Yarra wharf, entered a waiting taxi, and 
was whisked off to Government House. There 
were no cheering crowds, no band, no elderly 
gentlemen kicking silk hats along the tram
lines . . . . f" 

Just so. This almost stunned surprise is a 
measure of the greatness of the change Baden
Powell had made by his decision for the second 
half of his life; when at the request of his 
King, Edward VII, he gave up his position as 
a hero in the army and became a civilian to 
lead the boys and to share his life with them, 
the world at large scarcely could realise what 
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he had done, and no one, of course, could 
foresee in the faintest degree what it would 
come to mean. 

Look Who Are Scouts! 
One reporter of the "Argus" had a different 

surprise. In a vivid account of the arrival 
he remarked:-

"One saw Scout badges on most unexpected 
people. Among 1000 on the wharf, 500 were 
wearing Scout badges." 

This surely implies that prominent citizens, 
recognised by the reporters, were supportmg 
the Boy Scout Movement, yet the Press did 
not know them in that capacity. It was ac
tually a typical situation, but, as soon as the 
reporters did realise what was happening, they 
gave generous and enthusiastic support to the 
young Movement. 

A Crowded Week. 
The Melbourne Town Hall was crowded 

twice for Baden-Powell's lectures. He de
scribed, among his many experiences, the 
Siege of Mafeking with all its devices, but 
at the end he said that the siege was immoral 
because it depended on bluff. Its success was 
due to everyone having the right spirit in 
them, the feeling of comradeship-feeling that 
everyone was going to play the game and do 
his duty to the best of his ability. 

[Note.-One might ask who, as leader, in
spired that spirit?] 

Baden-Powell donated the proceeds from 
these lectures to the Boy Scouts Headquarters 
funds. 

The Council of the Boy Scouts, Sir John 
Madden, President, held a conversazione in the 
St. Kilda Town Hall. The ladies' committee for 
this function was Lady Madden, Mrs. Monash 
and Miss Wynifred Gipps. 

The speakers were the Governor of Victoria, 
Sir John Fuller, the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir 
John Madden, Mr. (later Sir John) Monash, 
and, of course, Baden-Powell himself. 

The Chief said that one of the most start
ling receptions had been the totally unre
hearsed one on the Melbourne wharf . . . He 
also said that Girl Guides was a Movement 
that was only just beginning in this country, 
but it was a Movement he could recommend 
to all. He asked that those who found any 
good in the Scout Movement should support it. 

On the Wednesday he visited the Austin 
Hospital to inspect the newly-formed Hospital 
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Patrol, and inspected Ivanhoe and Heidelberg 
Troops. 

We have just read about the jubilee of the 
Ivanhoe Troop and their claim to be the oldest 
in Victoria, and there is surely a connection 
between the early Scouts at Heidelberg, Mrs. 
Brady's inquiries about Guides, and the be- · 
ginning of 1st Heidelberg Girl Guide Com
pany. 

THE WEEK was marred to some extent by 
disputes and claim for recognition by a second 
Association of Boy Scouts, which was not 
recognised by the Boy Scouts Association of 
Great Britain. The dissension was freely 
ventilated in the Press, and was not adjusted 
finally until some years after the visit of the 
Chief. 

At this distance one cannot sort out the 
details of a complex problem, but one might 
realise that, with various details differing, a 
two-fold beginning of Boy Scouts has oc
CUlTed at other times and places, and is to 
some degree a natural consequence of the way 
the Movement started and grew. The first 
Scouting for Boys articles were written to 
be of service to all who needed them, and 
were taken up by leadel's who were looking 
for fine creative activities for the boys. It 
did make a difficulty when it was found neces
sary to establish a special association, and 
in order to protect the standard of all, to 
ask that all should be registered through one 
authority, and be inspected before registra
tion. 

It must have been satisfying to Sir Robert 
to find that, although the three Companies 
of Girl Guides originated in different places, 
under different auspices, they had gathered in 
friendly co-operation. He summarised it in the 
remark already quoted from his diary: "All 
working separately, but mean well." 

Rally at the Fire Station. 
Fl'om the Press:-
" .. . The Troops presented were 1st Melbourne, 

1st North Melbourne, and 1st Hawthorn under 
Miss Gipps and Miss Kerr . . . . At the conclusion 
of the parade the Chief Scout addressed the girls 
and complimented them on their smart appear
ance." 

From Baden-Powell's letter to his mother:
"14th June, 1912.-1 inspected three Com

panies of Girl Guides here yesterday ... 
(a) The Captain was young but very keen; 

the uniform inclined too much to ser-
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1st NORTH MEl.BOURNE AT QUEEN VICTORIA 
MONUMENT. 

Two of the Companies inspected 13th June, 1912. 
1st HAWTHORN . 
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geant's stripes, lanyard, cowboy hats, 
and they even had a drummer. 

(b) Rather more sober uniform. 

(c) Very young Captain .... 

None of these have regular club-rooms, but 
meet once a week in rooms lent to them. 
Generally go out into the country on Satur
daY3 to practise signalling, cooking tea, etc. 
No Council, all Companies working indepen
dently of each other-so much so that Com
pany C wel'e hidden in a shed till I happened 
to see them and bring them out. 'They were 
not in regular uniform, but were doing their 
best. I told the leaders privately to get a 
committee of leading ladies to give them a 
commOn head and local backing. I addressed 
the girls and told them to put their good turns 
into practice at home to begin with by help
ing their mothers in cooking and other house
hold work, etc. Also to get to know their 
sister Guides in other parts of the Empire." 

(a) Was Miss Gipps' Company, which in
cluded Melbourne and North Melbourne, and 
so was confusing the Press. The uniforms 
were influenced both by the beginning as Girl 
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Scouts and by the military tradition of her 
family. A very competent bugler, too, was 
a feature of the Company. Miss Gipps had 
tried to find another leader for one of her local 
Groups, but the girls had protested and said 
that they wanted to remain her Guides. 

(b) Was Miss Kerr, with 1st Hawthorn. 
(c) We are still not sure about this third 

Company. It is possible they came from 
Fitzroy. 

In his recognition and encouragement to 
the three Companies of Girl Guides, Baden
Powell emphasised that he would not recog
nise "Girl" Scouts. 

Soon after the rally one of the senior 
Guides of 1st Hawthorn took a position in 
Mildura, and Miss Kerr wrote to ask Miss 
Baden-Powell if she might begin a Company 
there. The answer was that, as the Guide was 
under age for a Captain, she might form a 
Group, so long as they carried on as a Patrol 
under Miss Kerr's supervision. I doubt if she 

realised that a town in the same State could 
be 351 miles distant! A Group was formed at 
Mildura, but failed to find local support. 

The rally certainly focussed attention on 
the Guides, and the "Herald" article of the 
following December gives the number as 300. 
Miss Gipps was married in April, 1913, and 
withdrew from being Captain, though 1st Mel
bourne carried on for a time and she took an 
active interest. 

To continue with the programme in Mel
bourne-the great day for the Boy Scouts was 
Saturday, the day of the rally in the grounds 
of Federal Government House. At least 1000 
Scouts took part, 14 Troops from the country 
and 25 metropolitan Troops. One estimate 
was ten thousand spectators. It was cer
tainly a grand climax to THE WEEK. 

And so the Chief Scout travelled on to 
Adelaide, to Perth, and round the second half 
of the world to England once again. 

G. H. SWINBURNE. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
I am very pleased to have letters from 

pioneers in response to the Matter of History 
articles. Mrs. Carter has adjusted some im
pressions that were possibly indefinite through 
attempts at summarising, or because I did not 
know all the details. 

"Dear Miss Swinburne, . . . . Miss Kerr 
started, as you know, on 6th February, 1911, 
as Baden-Powell Girl Guides, and we were 
registered in London as Baden-Powell Girl 
Guides, 1911. I myself joined the first night. 
I went to every meeting, every Saturday out
ing and every camp. I was in the Guides till 
I married in 1916, and Miss Kerr carried on 
longer .... Some of the Guides helped in Red 
Cross work. Rose Aylen, now Mrs. Wilson 
of Geelong, helped Red Cross at Government 
House. In our training we met one night a 
week to practise First Aid from the St. John's 
First Aid book. In that we were helped by 
Mr. Martin for a few weeks. Then the Scout
masters helped, in lectures, making knots, and 
gymnasium equipment. They were Scout
master John Kerr (the Captain's nephew), 
Scoutmaster McIntosh (his sister was a 
Guide), Scoutmaster Cyril Ellis (his father 
was Senior Scoutmaster of Camberwell
Hawthorn). Our Girl Guide books were sent 
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out to us to train by. I still have mine. For 
our First Aid classes we had a roll book which 
has been given to Headquarters. Scoutmaster 
Ellis' daughter was a Guide with us. The 
Scoutmasters were all friends of Captain Kerr. 
. . . We were well connected with the Boy 
Scouts (in the way that the Boy Scouts helped 
us when needed and we helped them such as 
with concerts, etc.). We were not allowed 
to stand talking to Boy Scouts in the street 
when in uniform. Scoutmaster Brown from 
Surrey Hills, Scoutmaster Fallshaw from 
North Melbourne, were also friends of Cap
tain. Until the inspection at the Fire Station 
we never met or saw another Troop of Girl 
Guides .... Between the time we started and 
Sir Robert Baden-Powell's first visit to Aus
tralia we were Guides for over 12 months .... 
When Sir Robert Baden-Powell came to Mel
bourne, 20 years after our inspection, he re
marked in his speech at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground that 'When I was here 20 years ago 
. . . there were only three Troops of Girl 
Guides; now look at you.' (Mrs. Carter, after 
reading this, took her photographs to the "Sun" 
office. but they were not used.) 

"Our first camp was at Clayton, Easter, 
1911. Christmas Camp, 1911, we camped at 
Black Rock (our photos were in "Table Talk"). 
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Easter, 1912, we camped at Burwood. Christ
mas, 1912, we camped at Dromana, then each 
year at Dromana. We must have had plenty 
of publicity, as we gave concerts, demonstra
tions at the Exhibtion, short rods at Tintern 
Grammar School Fete, 1911, and at Mrs. 
Robert Harper's; at Cheltenham Old Folks' 
Home; concert at Oakleigh; and we visited the 
Cottage by the Sea (Note-This is a holi
day home at Queenscliff for poor children, ad
ministered by Ministering Children's League), 
and gave concerts in Hawthorn .... We had a 
Guide from South Melbourne and two from 
North r elbourne district. Lieutenant Kelly, 
from Brighton. Our first Lieutenant was Miss 
Brisbane, from Auburn. I was Senior Patrol 
Leader, but took over when our Lieutenants 
left and kept that position till I left .... 

I am, yours sincerely, 

D.oROTHY CARTER." 

From Mrs. Wilson, of Geelong, who as a 
Guide was Rose Aylen. Rose was the 
Guide who rode the racehorse:-

" ... I cannot remember anything about a 
warrant; I do remember Captain Kerr saying 
that she had received permission from Agnes 
Baden-Powell to form a Guide Company; she 
then sent to England for instructions re uni
form, etc. We were issued from English 
Headquarters with a book of instructions called 
The Handbook for Girl Guides. I still have 
mine .... 

"P.S.-I received my handbook 11th April, 
1911." 

* • * * 
GUIDING STAR 

There are three fundamental types of human 
relation-with those older, with those younger, 
and with contemporaries. All three are neces
sary to the individual, and to cut him off in 
any way from those above or below is to 
impoverish his life. Of course, there are gang 
stages, when relations with contemporaries 
assume a special importance, and the urge for 
contemporary society must always be properly 
satisfied, but to encourage the notion that 
"Youth has no use for kids or old folk" is a 
bad mistake.-Growing Up in a Modern Society 
(Marjorie Reeves). 

-From "Courier," W.A. 
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CONTINUING ALONG THE ROAD TO 
GOLDEN HAND 

When Joan finished Golden Bar, she was 
eager to hear about the next step. Mary, her 
Sixer, was a Golden Hand Brownie. What 
must she do to earn that? Brown Owl ans
wered her questions and suggested she start 
her knitted garment and plant some seeds or 
bulbs. 

"I can't knit much," said Joan, "but I love 
growing things." 

Then they did some signalling and found 
that Joan could signal and read eight letters 
and was fairly sure of six more, so decided 
she should practise these letters, and when 
she was quite sure of them, learn the others 
nec~ssary to .,ignal her name and address. 
, Brown Owl visited Joan's mother, and ex
plained about the Golden Hand Test. She said, 
although her family might help with advice, 
Joan must do all her own knitting and take 
care of her plant. Mrs. Brown was doubtful 
about the knitting-"She doesn't like it and 
drops it as soon as she can," she said. "Would 
bed socks she's knitting at school do?" "If 
you will get her some wool, we'd rather she 
made something specially for the test," said 
Brown .owl, "sticking to a difficult job is part 
of the test." 

Next week Joa,1 reported that she had 
planted some seeds, two in a pot, and some in 
the ground; that she was going to knit a 
singlet for her little sister - mother had 
bought her some pink wool - and that she 
w~s certain of fourteen letters in semaphore. 

Pack Leader, Joan and three other Brownies 
p:"actised semaphore, and Joan learnt two 
more letters. It was arranged that she should 
find out how many stitches her mother used 
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for her sister's 5inglets, bring her wool and 
needles, and start knitting next meeting. 

Joan brought her wool wrapped in a laTge 
handkerchief, and, after washing her hands, 
sat in a sunny corner to cast on; but it soon 
looked as if she were trying to play cat's 
cradle. Tawny whispered to Brown Owl, then 
produced wool and needles from the cupboard, 
and showed Joan how to cast on. It was a 
slow business, but at last Joan had cast on 
the stiches and knitted two rows. "That's the 
first time I've started all by myself," she said, 
as they joined in the game the Pack was 
playing. 

One day Joan copied out the National An
them, made a brown paper cover and decorated 
it with a picture of the Queen. Later a Guider 
gave her the Anthem written on cardboard, 
and cut into lines to be sorted out. The 
Brownies discussed with Brown Owl what the 
words meant and what Brownies do when it is 
played or sung. 

There were some cards which said things 
like: "Put me in the S.W. corner of the hall." 
"Put me east of the tree on the north side of 
the lawn," and Joan placed them, and, when 
Brown Owl checked, all were right. 

Tawny taught her to tie a packer's knot, 
learning with cord, then using string. She 
learned to wrap up firm, square parcels first, 
then other kinds, and to see that her paper 
was the right size, to pull the string really 
tight, write the address in the lower left-hand 
comer and the sender's address on the back. 

When she learned to lay fires, Joan practised 
at home. She picked out any pieces of char
coal, swept up all the ashes, placed a small 
piece of wood each side, with a sheet of 
crumpled paper between. A row of thin sticks 
went over the paper, their ends resting on the 
wood. Thicker sticks went on top at right
angles to the others; still thicker ones the 
same way as the first row; then small pieces 
of hardWOOd and charcoal. Daddy said Joan's 
fires were fine! 

To practise first aid they put lipstick, jam 
and dirt on Betty's knees (it did look sore!), 
then, with clean hands, squeezed a wet cloth 
over the "wound" so loose dirt was washed 
off, then gently swabbed it as clean as pos
sible with soapy water, never dipping soiled 
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swabs into the water, but using fresh ones as 
needed. A large, clean dressing was placed 
on, taking great care that the part to go 
next to the "wound" was not touched, and 
then it was bandaged with a Brownie tie. 

They practised bandaging the Guider's 
fingers first, starting from the wrist with a 
proper roll of bandage, from the root of the 
finger with a short strip of material rolled up, 
and tried ways of using a handkerchief for the 
job, in case that was all they had. Of course, 
they were fussy about cleanliness in this, too. 

Joan chose a mixed salad for her cooking. 
Mother taught her to make salad dressing; she 
washed, but didn't soak the goodness out of 
the vegetables, and left any cutting up or 
grating until just before she served it. 

The nasturtiums flowered, and she took the 
flower-pot around to the tester; and gradually 
she coloured in the pictures on her Golden 
Hand cal'd (to show she was ready for test
ings in those things)-and still the knitting 
went on-sometimes it grew four inches in 
a burst of energy, sometimes it was untouched 
for weeks, but with some pulling out and 
much grim determination it was finished at 
last, and before long Joan had done the test 
and was wearing her Golden Hand. 

And did all the other Brownies get Golden 
Hands, too? No, only those who had the 
intelligence and all-round ability to reach the 
high standard required; enough determination 
to persevere with the parts they found diffi
cult-in fact, the ones who were really first 
class. 

Brown Owl knew that it was her respon
sibility to see that the Brownies entered for 
the test were really trying to be Brownies, 
and that to cram a child and push her through 
the test, or let one who wasn't really ready 
do the test in the hope that she might scrape 
through was really doing a dis-service to the 
child. She had a copy of "Brownie Tests" 
which she and Tawny read and acted upon, and 
"Suggestions for Golden Hand Testers," which 
the Guiders and Testers found helpful. 

-J.M. and H.G. 
[Note.-"Suggestions for Golden Hand 

Testers" is available from Secretary to Ad
visers, Girl Guides Association, 20 Russell 
Street, C.l.] 
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"WHY PUBLIC RELATIONS?" 
By MARGARET MARTIN, formerly Chairman 
Public Relations Committee, Commonwealth 

Headquarters, London. 
It must sometimes appear to those dealing 

with publicity and public relations in our own 
Movement that this department is the Cin
derella of Guiding, and indeed one must agree 
that it is less important to impress the public 
with what we are doing than to do it. On the 
other hand, the modern world is accustomed 
to publicity, and unless ours can compete with 
the rest, we are failing to keep up with the 
times. 

To those who say, very reasonably, that 
good Guiding is its own publicity, we can only 
offer the reminder that a large portion of the 
public is utterly unaware of what the Guide 
Movement is trying to do, if indeed it is even 
aware of our existence. A Guider travelling 
in a train was asked what uniform she was 
wearing, and, on being told that it was that 
of the Girl Guide Movement, her fellow·passen
gel' exclaimed, "Oh! are they still going?" 

As for public relations, is it really neces
sary for busy Commissioners and Guiders to 
spend time attending meetings of other 01'

gani3ations or co·operating bodies? Much 
depends on local circumstances, but it is neces
sary for the Guide Movement to take an in
terest in what other people are doing and to 
contribute in every way possible to the com
mon good. One has frequently heard it said 
at conferences where several organisations 
were represented: "It's such a pity that the 
Guides do not co-operate more. They could 
help such a lot if they would." Admittedly 
our own job comes first, but there is generally 
much to be gained, as well as contributed, by 
co-operation. 

If, then, we believe in public relations and 
pUblicity, what are we doing which is worthy 
of publicity? 

"A lion met a tiger as they drank beside a 
pool, 

Said the tiger to the lion, 'Why are you 
roaring like a fool?' 

'That's not foolish,' said the lion with a 
twinkle in his eyes. 

'They call me King of all the Beasts because 
I advertise.' 

A rabbit heard them talking and ran home· 
w;ll'd like a streak; 

He thought he'd try the lion's plan, but his 
roar was just a squeak. 
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A fox came to investigate, had luncheon 
in the woods-

Moral: Never advertise unless you have the 
goods!" 

We are all convinced that we "have the 
goods," that Guiding is a grand Movement; 
and so it is if we MOVE. In 1910 we were 
pioneers. Are we still in the van? Centenary 
year has been wonderful from every point of 
view. Shall we now rest on its success or 
go forward? 

How does Guiding strike the public? Is it 
up to date? Certainly all its aspects are 
under constant revision at Headquarters. But 
methods and techniques must keep pace with 
the times if they are to be acceptable to the 
modern young. What we stand for, however, 
remains the same, expressed in the symbolism 
of our world badge, the needle pointing the 
direction and the flame of love to mankind
aspiration and love-God and my neighbour; 
and my neighbour nothing less than mankind. 

But Ii little aspiration will not do, nor a 
little flame. Nothing half-hearted either in 
what we stand for or how we express it can 
compete. To be convincing we must offer the 
best possible Guiding, in the best possible con
temporary idiom, more contemporary than it 
is now, and then with confidence give it the 
best possible publicity; this, too, better than 
it is now. 

-"W.A. Girl Guide Courier." 

FROM HONG KONG Y.M.C.A. 
Here is a simple daily prayer which you may 

like to use: "Dear Father of all, keep me 
mindful every moment how wonderful it is to 
have a new day to live, and help me to live it! 
Don't let routine dull my mind and so take 
all zest from it. May I look out for some· 
thing good that I have never seen before, and 
also discover beauty in unlikely places. Don't 
let trivialities get the better of me, or make 
me forget that I am Thy child. If I am in 
difficulties, help me to take the right action. 
If prospects are depressing, keep my spirits 
up. If others about me are bad tempered and 
pessimistic, help me to keep my temper. Clear 
a window in my mind through which I can 
always get a glimpse of the sky; and bring me 
to the end of the day with a thankful heart 
and no regrets." 

(Y.M.C.A. of Hong Kong-European Branch 
-News Sheet). 

-From Melbourne's Manhood," Y.M.C.A. 
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9t~ AhhU1I1 lIteetih9 c( t~e 
fllllllll-lIt ~ehicl- 7l-e(cil qUilt! 

'The 9th Annual Meeting of the Ballarat 
Senior Trefoil Guild was held on Wednesday 
evening, 15th April, at 8 p.m. The Division 
Commissioner, Mrs. C. E. Richardson, pre
sided. 

Among guests welcomed were the District 
Commissioner, Mrs. J. Ince; Mrs. Robson, Pre
sident Local Association of Girl Guides; and 
Representatives of the newly-formed Local 
Association of Girl Guides from Sebastopol; 
Mrs. G. Cameron, President of the Junior Tre
foil Guild and members; Mrs. {J. G. M. Knight, 
who has been appointed by the State Execu
tive Committee to make a sUl'vey of the Tre
foil Guilds of Victoria; Sister Dicker, of the 
staff of the "Queen Elizabeth Home," who was 
the guest speaker of the evening. 

'The annual report was a comprehensive one, 
covering a wide variety of interests, particu
larly the Guide Shop, which is now situated 
in Grenville Street South, and is staffed by 
members of the Guild. The retiring Recorder, 
Mrs. Jean Willis, was commended on hel' years 
of office. 

The President, Miss Jean Wilson, presented 
her report and thanked all members for their 
loyal support during her term of office. 

Mrs. C. E . Richardson installed the follow
ing officers for the ensuing year :-President, 
Mrs. Walker (Learmonth); Senior Vice-Presi
dent, Mrs. T. Stewart; Junior Vice-President, 
Mrs. A. Roberts; Recorder, Mrs. J. Eggleton; 
TreasUl'er, Miss J. Wilson; Press Correspon
dent, Mrs. J. Eggleton. 

The new President, on being installed, ex
pressed her willingness to promote the Guild's 
activities to the best of her ability, and intro
duced the guest speaker, Sister Dicker, who 
acts as Liaison Officer between the Board of 
Management of the Queen Elizabeth Home and 
aged persons seeking admission to the Home. 
A most vivid picture, which she presented to 
the gathering, covering the lives of the aged of 

not only our own city, but everywhere, was 
summed up in these two lines-

"It is not the years of our lives, 
But the life that is left in our years." 

Everywhere she goes the most outstanding 
thing which has to be overCOme is the lone
liness of the aged, particularly where the 
friends and neighbours of these elderly people 
are of a different generation or have departed 
this life. Quite often the family life is not 
conducive to a happy environment. The most 
important part of this work is to keep the 
aged in their own homes, and to this end a 
family home help service has been arranged, 
whereby persons who understand the situation 
go into these homes and give service wher
ever they think it is necessary. Also a laundry 
help service has been arranged. The laundry 
is taken from the homes and-returned free of 
charge. It is hoped that in the very near 
future a "meals on wheels" service will be 
available. 

Various organisations are arranging trips to 
take elderly folk away from the home sur
roundings for an hour or so. Church organ
isations are arranging for transport to and 
from the churches. It is felt that, in taking 
interest in the problems of the aged in this 
way, that the little verse quoted at the begin
ning of this talk will be a well-rewarded 
service. 

Sister G. Cameron, in moving a vote of 
thinks to Sister Dicker, expressed the opinion 
of all those present in saying that Mr. Mackie 
and his staff at the Queen Elizabeth Home 
are to be commended on the progressive moves 
which are being carried out at the Home and 
in conjunction with its services to promote 
the well-being of the aged of our city and 
surrounding districts. 

On behalf of the Ballarat Senior Trefoil Guild, 

(Mrs.) OLIVE EGGLETON, 
Recorder and Press Correspondent. 

ANNUAL MEETING - 14th OCTOBER, 1959 
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TREES 
FOR BROWNIES-AND EX-BROWNIES 

TOO. 
From "Adventuring," S.A (Adapted) . 

Suppose you have chosen a tree in the park, 
or in a wood or garden. Now do this: 

1. Stand underneath it and look up into it . 
Can you see a lot of sky through it, or not 
very much? This will depend on what season 
of the year it is, as well as on the kind of 
tree. 

2. See if you can get your arms around 
the trunk (do this on a dry day, so as not to 
dirty your coat, or else have an old coat on) . 
If you can'( get a friend to help you and see 
if your arms overlap at all. 

3. Can you reach the lowest branch? If 
you can, pull it down a little, very gently, and 
then let go and see what happens. 

4. Close your eyes and run your fingers up 
and down the trunk. What does it feel life
rough, smooth, ridgy, knobbly? 

5. Now run your fingers round the trunk. 
What does that feel like? 

6. Can you find a fruit under the tree, such 
as an acorn, a horse-chestnut, a beech nut? 
Perhaps you can find one still in its case, or 
you may find just an empty case. 

7. Find a leaf on the ground under the tree; 
what does it feel like now, in autumn, and 
what colour is it? 

What is the edge of the leaf like? Smooth 
or jagged, with little points or big ones? 

... And when you have answered these for 
yourself, other questions will occur to you, 
and you could make similar questions for 
bushes and all plants. 

APPOI NTMENTS 
Welcome and Congratulations: 

District Commissioners-Mrs. R. H . Renar d, 
Balwyn; Mrs. D. Angus , Strathmore; Mrs. R. 
Clydesdale, Mooroopna; Matron Stewart, Port
land (from beginning of 1960). 

Division Commissioners-Mrs. G. C. Par
sons, part of South Gippsland; Mrs. J. L. 
Pear son, Berwick (extension). 

RESIGNATIONS 
With Regret: 

Distric:t Commissioners-Mrs. A. H. Mel
ville, Birdwoodton and Merbein; Mrs. P. How
son, Armadale-Prahran; Mrs. G. Worthy, 
Coleraine. 
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WARRANTS 
Congratulat ions : 

District Commissioners- Mrs. H . F. Davies, 
West Mulgrave; Mrs. A. B. Hunt, Chadstone; 
Mrs. W. G. McFarlin, West Reservoir ; Mrs. 
L. J. Davis, Ea&t Mulgrave; Mrs. A. K. Brown, 
Harcourt ; Mrs. E . Maxwell, Punckapunyal; 
Mrs. R. G. Townsend, Deer Park; Mrs. J . H. 
Walton, West Brunswick ; Mrs. R. B. Hooper, 
East Reservoir. 

Ca ptains - Mrs. F. E . Creeck, 6th Colac 
(We&ley); Mrs. E. McCarthy, 5th Colac (St. 
Mary's); Mrs. V. Dyer, 3rd Northcote; Miss 
J. B. Pobjoy, 3rd Dandenong. 

Lieutenants-Mrs. P . Moulden, 6th Colac 
(Wesley); Miss J. H. Harris, 6th Colac 
(Wesley); Mrs. L . Callanan, 5th Colac (St. 
Mary'b); Miss L. Thake, 3rd East Brighton; 
Miss M. Greenwood, 1st Ashburton; Miss D. 
Matthews, 1st Dimboola ; Mrs. E. Mander son, 
1st Melbourne Ext. Ranger Co.; Miss P. F. 
Whitehead, 3rd Colac; Miss J. A. Bel!, 2nd 
Colac ; Mrs . J. Chalkley, 1st Syndal ; Miss R. 
J . Williamson, 2nd Balwyn. 

Brown Owls-Mrs. D. Bunting, 4th Colac; 
Mrs. C. Cook, 1st Dartmoor ; Mrs. M. Elliott, 
1st Underbool ; Mrs. D. C. Mildenhall, 1st 
Hazelwood; Miss L. Thomas, 1st Lascelles ; 
Miss P. E. Wadeson, 1st Heywood ; Mrs. H. L. 
Lauder, 2nd Heathmont ; Mrs . P. M. Roberts, 
1st Skipton ; Mrs. M. M. Murphy, 1st Paynes
ville ; Mrs. M. R. Canobie, 1st Narre Wan en 
North, 

Tawny Owls- Mrs. M. Hite, 4th Colac; Mrs. 
M. Gibson, 3rd Traralgon ; Mrs. J. Cornwell, 
3rd Traralgon; Miss P . Hughes, 1st Heywood; 
Mrs. M. Haines, 2nd Heathmont; Miss M. M. 
Brown, 1st Skipton; Mrs . C. M. Yunghanns, 
1st Paynesville; Mrs. G. Henderson, 1st Narre 
Warren North. 

WAR RANTS RETURNED FOR 
CANCELLATION 

Ca,ptains-Mrs. H. R. Swain, 7th Brighton. 
Lieutenants-Mrs. V. Dyer, 1st Northcote. 
Brown Owls-Mrs. E. E adie, 5th Brighton; 

Mrs. N. E. Casey, 2nd Bentleigh; Mr s. M. L. 
Abbott, 1st Yallourn North; Miss W. Smith, 
1st Hampton; Mrs. A. Garland, 1st Lilydale; 
Mrs . A. Miles, 1st Talbot; Mrs. B. W. Cook, 
1st Portland. 

Tawny Owls- Mrs. E. Chitfey, 1st Syndal; 
Miss H. Hosking, 3rd Seymour; Mrs. P . S. 
Venn, 1st Springvale. 
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EQUIPMENT DEPARTMENT 
OPEN-Week Days : 9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Saturdays: 9 .5 a.m. to 12 noon . Holiday week-ends excepted. 
Shop - - - - MF 6023 Office - - - MF 4545 

Country Cheques payable to Girl Guides Association are free of exchange. 
Country Guiders: Please add postage to Cash Orders. 

Please attach name and address when sending Registration Slips 
and Proficiency Badge Certificates . 

BOOKS AND PICTURES 
Council Fire . . ................. . 2/3 Set Patron Saint Cards 1/-

12/6 
7/6 

Diary 
Pictures of Lord and Lady 

Baden-Powell-

2/6 Brownie and Guide Annuals 
Girl Guides First Aid 

Small 
Large .... . . 

Commonwealth Painting Books-

1/-
2/6 

1, 2 and 3 . . ........... each 4/3 
Hints on Camper, Pioneer Badge-

Special .... ...... ..... . . 1/3 
Girl Guide Cooker 2/9 

Activity Games, by P. M. 
Kingston ... ... ...... ...... ... ... 3/9 

Writing Pads .... .. 2/6 
Envelopes ... .. . ..... per pkt . .• 1 /9 
Record Book Covers 5/6 
Australian P.L.'s Notebook . 1 d. 
The World Chief Guide, by 

Eileen Wade . Special 9/6 

CHARTS 
Badge Chart ... .. . 2/2 Bird Chart (coloured) ............ . 5/-
Stalking Chart 1/6 

First Aid Kits-
Pocket Size 6/9 Whistles 2/6 

1/-
23/-

Large ...... ...... . . ..... 12/9 Knotting Cord 
Guide Propelling Pencils 2/6 Lifeline .............. ... . .. ............... . ..... . 

QUITE NEW-JUST ARRIVED 
Flashing Light Lantern 10/9 Pocket-size Torch ... 6/6 

Complete with Batteries ...... 13/3 Camp Cooking Set ...... ...... . ... 25/-
B. J . RAWSON, Shop Manageress. 
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" MATILDA" 
"Matilda" is published on the second Tuesday 
following Thursday. Subscription, 10/- a year, 

each month, and is posted by the 
post free. Single copies, 1/-: 

FORTHCOMI NG DATES: 
Available at Headquarters, 11 th August 
Available at Headquarters, 8th September 

Posted 13th August 
Posted 10th September 

Contributions: 
Contributions may be sent to Headquarters, 

20 Russell Street, Melbourne, C.1, or to the 
Editor, Mrs. A. Darby, 23 Erasmus Street, 
Surrey Hills (WX 5171). 

Contributions should reach the Editor on 
the FIRST OF THE MONTH for publication 
in the ensuing month. 

Typewriting is not essential, but is a great 
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assistance and much appreciated. When 
typing, PLEASE DOUBLE SPACE, 
Subscription: 

Subscription 10 / - a year, post free; due 30th 
April. Single copies, 1/-. 

Subsc iptions should be sent to Head
quarters. 

"Matilda" is the rolled-up swag of the 
things you need. 
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All tk6 fa of 
~COUTlNG_ 
GUmING! 

IN THE 

COLOURFUL 

PAGES OF 

THIS GREAT 

NEW BOOK 

ALBUM 

If you're a Scout, Guide, Cub or Brownie, you MUST have this wonderful new 
book-album! It brings you all the adventure of life in the open ... all the fun and 
friendship of a campfire "sing-song". Filled with easy-to-follow hints to help you 
get your badges faster! Fascinating pictures all the way through with space allowed 
for 50 brilliant picture plates now included with the grand cereals listed below. Buy 
your 'Scouting and Guiding' album today - only 6d. at grocers everywhere! 

LOOK FOR FREE PICTURE PLATES 
Get your copy IN ALL THESE 

FAMOUS SANITARIUM PRODUCTS 

fll'om your 

grocer today I 

WEET-BIX, GRANOSE, Sanitarium 
CORN FLAKES, BIXIES, CERIX 
Puffed Wheat, CERIX Puffed Rice, 
WEET PUFFS, SAN-BRAN, and 

BRAN-BIX 

McKELLAR PRESS. 229 - 31 GLENFERRIE ROAD . MALVERN PHONE: 501675 
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