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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCESS MARGARET 

As Chief Ranger, I welcome the formation of the Senior Branch Committee 
and the closer relationship between the Rangers and Cadets that will result 
from it. 

To all Commissioners, Secretaries, and Guiders I send my best wishes for 
t he work that they are doing, and I am confident that this union will prove a 
great success. 

~~a/'(Jtf' 
(Chief Ranger of the British Commonwealth and Empire) 

A TALK TO CADETS FROM H.R.H. THE PRINCESS MARGARET 
After expressing her pl~asure at hav

ing been present at the "very inspiring 
service at the Central Hall," Her Royal 
Highness said: "Earlier to-day I had the 
pleasUTe of lunching with the Guiders 
who are in training at Wimbledon, and 
I bring a message of greeting from 
them to you. I learnt from them how 
much they welcome the closer relation
ship between the Rangers and ),ourselves 
that should result from the formation 
of the Senior Branch Committee. I 
am certain that it will be to the ad
vantage of all four sections to plan to 
gether those things that are of common 
interest to all girls of your age, while 
keeping separate the training in the 
specialist activities. 

Your programme for this week-end 
sounaed very interesting. I hope that 
you found it very worthwhile and that 
you will go back to your Companies 
with fresh enthusiasm and a greater con
viction of the importance of the choice 

that you made when you decided to train 
to be the future leaders of our Move
ment. 

It is fifty years since girls decicied 
that they wanted to sha:'e in the fun and 
training that boys were getting from 
Scouting, and as the methods and activi
ties constantly change to keep pace with 
every genuation the Movement is still as 
alive and as vital as ever. I hope that you, 
as future Guiders, will get as much fun 
and satis~action out of it as you can, 
not only by reading, observation and 
learning, but also by making use of all 
the experience gained through (:eveloping 
wider interests. In this way, when your 
turn comes to be Captains and Brown 
Owls, you will be able to pass on your 
knowledge and bring not only joy and 
colour into the lives of the next genera
tion, but also a much-needea sense of 
duty and service. 

I wish you the best of luck in your 
Guiding." -From "T~e Guider." 

ANNUAL MEETING - COMMONWEALTH HEADQUARTERS 
(Extracts from letter from Lady McDonald, 
Division Commissioner of Shepparton Divi

sion, who is at present in England.) 

"I was greatly surprised to receive an in
vitation to the Annual Meeting of the Council 
at Commonwealth Headquarters on Friday, 
29th May. The numbers are greatly restricted 
because it is held at Headquarters and the 
room is, maybe, a little larger than ours at 
20 Russell Street. 

"The Princess Royal was Chairman, and 
several of us were presented to her aftel' 
wards, which was most exciting. Also, Miss 
Anstice Gibbs invited some of us to lunch 
first-Lady Cochrane of Scottish Headquarters, 

Miss Nicholl of Council; and a South African, 
two New Zealanders and Miss Jebb of Tas-
mania, and myself. 

"Everyone was very excited at Princess Ann 
being a Brownie, and Princess Royal said she 
had b~en to her first Pack meeting and had 
enjoyeo' it very much. 

"The Lady Moran, the wife of the Queen's 
doctor, gave the addreEs. 

"Lady Abayomi, Commissioner for Nigeria, 
thanked Princess Royr.!. Princess Royal was 
in Nigeria last year, and evidently gave a 
great boost to Guiding. 

"I'll bring back the Annual Report to you 
all and my grateful thanks for having the 
privilege of attending." 
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~fat.e QInmmi55inncr' 5 :!Biar~ 
What a splendid Local Association Confer

ence we had on the 2nd! Thanks to all those 
good people who worked so hard to make it 
the success it was. It was very good of the 
Chief Commissoner to come and very good 
of Mrs. Rylah to come and open the Confer
ence. Mrs. Rylah, in her everyday life, is a 
very busy person, but at the moment it must 
be almost doubled while her husband is Acting 
Premier. We do appreciate her kindness and 
thank her most sincerely. 

I thought Miss Manning's talk was excel
lent, and told us all very clearly what the 
work of the Local Association is. I feel it 
is difficult to know all at once what L.A.'s 
are supposed to do. After all, any committee 
anywhere leaMs only by experience. The 
fundamental principle is that the Commissioner 
and Local Association work together, the Com
missioner being responsible for the policy and 
all Guide activities, while the Local Associa
tion's responsibility is to give help when re
quired and also to encourage good public re
lations in their districts. It was lovely to see 
so many of you attending, as some of you 
had to come long distances. 

This month has been spent mostly with the 
usual meetings, so I haven't many exciting 
things to report. However, I do have to tell 
you about the Commissioners' Conference. 

For many years now the Sisters of the Holy 
Name have allowed us to have the Conference 
at Retreat House, Cheltenham. We have 
grown in numbers so much that the Sisters 
find it is really too big for them to cope with. 
Therefore, this is our last year at Retreat 
House. We all appreciate what the Sisters 
have done for us, and thank them for their 
many kindnesses. Retreat House has an 
atmosphere of peace and kindness, and we 
have on many occasions been allowed to join 
in their early morning service - a privilege 
at which I, for one, felt a very humble person 
among these Sisters of the Church. 

The Conference was a great success, and 
many Commissioners were delighted to see a 
Company of Guides actually working, doing 
ceremonies, tent pitching, etc. It does help 
the new Commissioners, of whom we had a 
large number attenoing the Conference. It is 
such an exciting and happy thing to see our 

numbers increasing and new people interested 
in our Movement. 

The opening address was given by Miss 
Bockholt on Public Relations. It was very 
interesting and very good. I am not going 
into details, because I feel sure this, with 
other highlights, will be given fully later on. 

Quite a few of us were feeling not our
selves, having had flu or colds. Mrs. Reveleigh 
was suffering from sinus trouble and rushing 
off for injections. It was good of her to carry 
on, and we thank her for all her work and 
organisation of the Conference. 

Unfortunately, I couldn't stay as long as 
I should have liked. I did enjoy the session 
I heard very much. I seem to choose the right 
time to leave-I had just been invited to 
answer a question out of the Question Box! 
I am quite sure I wouldn't have known the 
correct answer, but equally sure I know what 
I should do! 'They are not always the same! 

DISCOVERY 
I cannot invent 
New things, 
Like the airships, 
Which sail 
On silver wings; 
But to-day 
A wonderful thought 
In the dawn was given, 
And the stripes on my robe, 
Shining from wear, 
Were suddenly fair, 
Bright with a light 
Falling from Heaven
Gold and silver and bronze 
Lights from the window of Heaven; 
And the thought was this-
That a secret plan 
Is hid in my hand, 
That my hand is big, 
Big because of this plan, 
That God, who dwells in my hand, 
Knows this secret plan 
Of the things He will do for this world, 
U sing my hand. 

-Kagawa of Japan. 
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G UI II JD IE I~St 
1959 GUIDERS' CONFERENCE 

Arts Building, Melbourne University 
Guiders, you have now received your cir

culars giving you full details for this year's 
Conference. We hope you like the suggested 
programme, and that you are intending to 
join us-at least for some part of the Con
ference if you cannot stay for the full time. 

This is your opportunity to get together 
with your friends, and to make new friends, 
to discuss your problems and to learn some
thing new. 

Do come prepared to take part in your 
Branch time discussions, and in the challenge 
Mrs. Rylah will throw to you on Sunday 
afternoon. 

"Matilda" is your treasure bag of informa
tion received monthly-the Conference should 
be an annual treasure bag of interest and 
help-and if it is to be this, then every Guider 
must play her part. 

Looking forward to seeing you on the 15th-
16th Allgust. 

NORMA D. YOUNG, 
Convener, 1959 Guiders' Conference_ 

CAMPING DEPARTMENT 
TRAINING COURSES 

CAMPCRAFT TRAINING WEEK-ENDS 
will be held at the Guide House on 22nd-23ra 
August, 19th-20th September, 24th-25th Octo
ber, and 21st-22nd November. Fee, 15/-, plus 
fares, for each week-end. Applications close 
1st August. Guider-in-charge: Miss Sheila 
MacLeod. 

PACK HOLIDAY PERMIT course will be 
held at Girl Guide Headquarters on 25th 
August, 1st, 8th and 15th September (Tues
day evenings) from 7.45 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. 
Fee, 4/6 for the course, to be paid on the first 
evening. Applications close on 17th August. 
Guider-in-charge: Miss M. Fairlie. 

INDOOR LICENCE AND PERMIT course 
will be held at Girl Guide Headquarters on 
7th, 14th and 21st August (Friday evenings) 
from 7.45 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. Fee, 4/- for the 
course, to be paid on the first evening. Ap
plications close 1st August. Guider-in-charge: 
Miss Sheila MacLeod. 

Applications for these courses should be 
sent to the Secretary to Advisers, c/o Girl 

M\IEIEliJING 
Guide Headquarters, before the closing dates, 
and applicants should be prepared to attend 
the complete course of training for which they 
enter. 

RANGER GUIDERS' LIGHTWEIGHT 
WEEK,-END will take place on 3rd and 4th 
October. Are you collecting your lightweight 
equipment? Watch the next issue of "Ma
tilda" for further details! 

CORRECTION TO CAMPING CIRCULAR 
SENT TO C.A.s AND CAMP RECORDERS. 
It has been pointed out to me that there was 

a misprint in a recent circular sent to all 
C.A.'s and Recorders in connection with Guiders 
without camping qualifications taking their 
·P.L.'s and Seconds to camp. The circular read 
"Any UNWARRANTED Guider . . .," but 
should, of course, have been "Any WAR
RANTED Guider . .." It was correctly 
printed in the May issue of "Matilda." I 
apologise for the mistake, and would ask all 
C.A.'s and Recorders to make a note of the 
correction. 

SHEILA MacLEOD, Camping Adviser. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA'S JUBILEE CAMP. 
W.A. is planning to hold a Jubilee Camp for 

Guides, Rangers and Cadets from Australia 
and some Asian countries to take place at 
Paxwold (12 miles from Perth in the Darling 
.Ranges) from 23rd August to 1st September, 
1960. The camp will be called Djindunga, which 
means, in the language of the Pitjenjara tribe, 
"a camp in the west." 

The camp will be for experienced campers 
between the ages of 14 and 21, and Victoria's 
probable quota will be 70. The camp fee will 
be £7, which will include fares between Perth 
and Paxwold. Hospitality will be provided for 
a week, either before or after camp. 

Details of application and further particu
lars will be published later, but, as numbers 
will depend to a very large extent on the 
qualified staff available, States have been asked 
for names of those who would be willing to 
act as Group Commandants and Q.M.'s. Any 
Guiders who would be interested to act in 
either of these capacities are asked to forward 
their names and qualifications to me, c/o Girl 
Guide Headquarters, by 19th September, 1959. 

SHEILA M. MacLEOD, Camping Adviser. 
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BROWNIE GUIDERS' TRAINING 
CLASSES 

DAYTIME: 
10 a.m. to 12 noon, at Guide Headquarters. 

Tuesday, 22nd September - Pack Manage
ment. 

Tuesday, 29th September - BroWinie En-
rolment Test. 

Tuesday, 6th October - Golden Bar. 
Tuesday, 13th October-Ceremonies, GameS. 
Tuesday, 20th October - Golden Hand: In-

telligence Section. 
Tuesday, 27th October - Golden Hand: 

Health and Service. 
Tuesday, 10th November - Golden Hand : 

Handcraft Section, Programme Planning. 
Tuesday, 17th November - International, 

Story Telling. 

EVENING: 
7.45 p.m. to 9.45 p.m., at Guide Headquarters. 

Thursday, 17th September - Pack Manage
ment. 

Thursday, 1st October - Brownie Enrol
ment Test. 

Thursday, 8th .october-Golden Bar. 
Thursday, 15th October - Ceremonies, 

Games. 
Thursday, 22nd October - Golden Hand : 

Intelligence Section. 
Thursday, 29th October - Golden Hand: 

Health and Service. 
Thursday, 5th November - Golden Hand: 

Handcraft Section, Programme Planning. 
Thursday, 12th November - International, 

Story Telling. 

Applications for the above Brownie Training 
will be ,received from-

1. Guiders requir ing a full course of 
Brownie Training. 

2. Guiders wishing to attend for training 
in particular subjects only. 

Nomination Forms .must state:· 
1. If you a~e attending the Complete 

Course. 
2. If attending part-time only, DATE or 

DATES you wish to attend. 
3. Whether par t-time or full course, state 

DAYTIME (10 a.m. to 12 noon) or 
EVENING (7.45 p.m. to 9.45 p.m.). 

Applications must be sent in to the Secre
tary to Advisers, 20 Russell Street, Melbourne, 
by 12th September. 

TRAINING DEPARTM ENT ANNUAL 
FIELD DAY ! 

Remember the Wonga Park Field Day! 
This is the next ! 

The Field Day, for Brownie, Guide and 
Ranger Guiders, Commissioners and Scouters, 
will be held at Studley Park, Kew, on Satur
day, 31st October, from 11 a.m. till 9 p.m. 
A demonstration on fire precautions and fire 
fighting will be given by the Country Fire 
Authority. Members of the Police Search and 
Rescue Squad will be there to talk on how to 
prevent accidents and how to deal with them 
if they do happeh, how not to get lost in the 
bush, and what to do if you are, etc. The 
programme will also include demonstrations 
of campcraft and other outdoor activities. The 
day will conclude with campfire. 

For further details watch "Matilda." Please 
notify Miss Lee, Secretary to Advisers, if you 
will be present. 

GUI DE GUIDERS' TRAINING CLASSES 
DAYTIME: 
10 a.m. to 12 noon at 457 St. Kilda Road, 
Melbourne. 

Commencing Wednesday. 16th September, 
and continuing for ten weeks. Fee, 7/6, 
payable at first class. 

EVENING: 
7.45 p.m. to 9.45 p.m., at Guide Headquarters. 

Commencing Friday, 11th September, and 
continuing for ten weeks. Guider-in
charge: Miss E. Bunning. Fee, 7/6, pay
able at first class. 

Nomination forms to be sent to Miss N. Lee, 
Secretary to Advisers, at least one week 
before the commencement of each course. 

FIRST CLASS FIRST AID 
AND HOME NURSING. 

Training in First Class First Aid and Home 
Nursing will be held at Guide Head
quarters on Tuesdays, 22nd and 29th 
September, at 7.45 p.m. These will be 
followed by practical training and demon
strations on F r iday, 9th October, at 7.45 
p.m. at the home of MTs . .T. Fielding, 8 
Pine Avenue, Camberwell. Guider-in
charge: Mrs. J. Fielding. Fee, 2/6, pay
able at first class. 

Applications must reach Miss N. Lee, Sec
retary to Advisers, at least one week be
fore the commencement of the course. 
CYNTHIA WALKER, Training Advise'!.'. 
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* * THE BROWNIE GUIDER'S WARRANT 

As I have travelled around the Pl'ovinces 
recently I have often been asked the same 
question: "What must I do to receive a 
Wanant?" 

This is a very natural question for a keen 
Guider, whether she be a Brown Owl or 
Tawny Owl, as without a WaTrant no one is 
entitled to test or enrol hel' own Brownies. 

In the past, in some al'eas, thel'e has been 
the mistaken idea that, as sOOn as a GuideI' 
has completed hel' training-eithel' pl'actical 
training by correspondence or by regulal' visits 
to a Pack undel' a vel'y expel'ienced Guidel'
that she is l'eady for her Warrant. This 
cannot be the case, as the tl'aining a Guider 
receives is merely to fit her to run her Pack 
in a satisfactory way. She generally requires 
some time after her training to put the new 
ideas gained into practice. It is not a case of 
"taking out" a Warl'ant to enable a Guider 
to open a Pack. The Commissioner visits the 
Pack Meeting fol' the purpose of testing for 
the Warrant when she considers the Guider 
is ready. 

The Warrant is an outward sign that a 
Guide.r has proved that she has qualified in all 
the sections mentioned in "Policy, .organisa
tion and Rules." These requirements are to 
be found in "Policy, Organisation and Rules," 
neal' the beginning of the section mal'ked 
"Brownie Branch." Do read these sections 
very carefully. For instance, aTe you bring
ing in the International side in your meetings? 
aTe you really telling a story in pl'eparation 
for the day your Commissioner visits to test? 
Your Programme Book will l'eveal all this, 
and, therefore, it is no good deciding to do it 
all about two weeks before the Commissioner 
is due. She will also want to see yOUI' Pack 
Register and Account Book. 

For the actual test your Commissioner will 
arrange to visit a Pack Meeting, So do have 
a well-balanced "natural" programme, if pos
sible some kind of welcome ceremony (made 

up by the Brownies at Pow-wow the week 
before), games to suit the day; be sure to 
teach some test work, tell a stOl'y, and, above 
all, do not put on a "show" programme just 
for the occasion. 

It is most important that the Pow-wow (the 
very beginning of the Patrol System in the 
Guide Movement) is really working. 

Your Commissioner will look for such things 
as-

FUN in the Pack-is each child enjoying 
the meeting?' 

DISCIPLINE-is the fun controlled? Is 
thel'e a special Pack sign for silence or atten
tion, and is it obeyed instantly: 

TEST WORK-is each child learning in a 
practical way? Is it interesting and of real 
use? 

EQUIPMENT-is this of a high standard 
and suitable? 

GAMES-are these suitable for the 70 -11 
age group, or are they too young or games 
"stolen" from the Guide Company, and there
fore too advanced fol' the youngeI' members 
of the Pack: 

INSPECTIONS-aTe these imaginative and 
happy? 

VARIETY -<i.o programmes always follow 
the same pattE-Tn, i.e., beginning and ending 
with the same activities, or aTe they varied 
and sometimes unusual: Do the Guiders co
operate over the planning of the programmes: 

OUT-OF-DOORS-is use made of the patch 
of lawn in the grounds or the vacant section 
opposite the hall, or does the Pack just stay 
inside? 

Above all, is each child leaving the meeting 
each week having leal'nt something new? 

The Guider herself-is the Promise and Law 
the basis of her Guiding, and is she trying to 
live it as a person? 
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Relationship with others in her District, 
Division and Province-is she endeavouring to 
keep to Tules, wear correct uniform and attend 
training wherever possible? (The training of 
a Guider is a continuous process, and is by no 
means finished when she receives her War
rant.) 

Finally, her balance as a perso~-is she a 
really trusted leader and friend? 

A Tawny .owl's Warrant is tested in exactly 
the same way as a Brown Owl's. Tawny Owl 
will need to produce the Pack Programme 
Book, showing she is taking a fair share in the 
actual running of the Pack. The planning in 
this book should be the joint effort of the 
Guiders. 

As with Brown Owl, Tawny may use Brown 
Owl as much as she wishes on the day of her 
test- provided she tells the story and is re
sponsible fOT the teaching of some test work. 
A Tawny Owl's Warrant does not allow her to 
test and enrol. After Tawny has been war
ranted, Brown Owl may, is she wishes, give 
Tawny Owl permission to test certain sections 
of the Golden Bar Test. 

Those of us who have held a Warrant for 
some time-it is good that we should. some
times read over the requirements in the sec
tion, "Policy, .organsiation and Rules" already 
mentioned and check to make sure we are 
really keeping up to the standard required of 
the nE.W Brownie Guider-our Warrant is a 
sign that we have been trusted to do this. 

* * * 

EXTENSION SECTION 
We went to "Village Green" Brownie Revels 

on Saturday-a cold day, with rain threaten
ing. Some Brownies in other Packs were not 
allowed to go because it was so cold and 
wintry, but Doctor said we, or at any rate half 
our Pack, could go. 

We started off at half-past one in a furni
ture van. We didn't think it was a bit cold, 
but then we are the Brownies of 1st Mt. Eliza, 
the .orthopedic Hospital Brownies, and live 
in open wards all the year round. 

The Revels were to have been held on the 
foreshore, but the weather was too uncertain, 
so we all met in the Frankston Guide Hall at 

2 o'clock, when E.veryone joined in Fairy Ring. 
Brown Owl had taken our own Toadstool with 
the plastic strings around the base, so we 
slid our woolly Brownie dolls down the strings 
and joined' in Fairy Ring with the others . 
When the Sixes came in for their Six songs 
they joined hands and danced round us too! 

We walked round in a circle to put our six
pence for Brownie Cottage in the "water 
barrel." We were lucky we could join in the 
circle, because Susan and Julie are walking, 
and Brown Owl pushed Cypora's chair. Helen, 
on her low trolley, came too, pushing herself 
along with her hands on the floor. Brown 
Owl calls it "paddling." 

We had all been given "maypole" ribbons. 
There were five colours - red, blue, green, 
yellow and black-and soon we were all play
ing different games and having lots of fun. 

We were all in different groups for the 
games, and even Brown Owl wasn't with us. 
She was wearing a red ribbon, and we won
dered where she had gone, because she wasn't 
with either of the groups in the Hall, and 
she wasn't helping outside; but, one by one, 
as we moved round, we found heT. She was 
in a little room at the back of the Hall, tell
ing the loveliest story about a little girl who 
caught a Leprechaun. 

Soon it was time for afternoon tea-hot 
cocoa and luscious crE.am cakes- and then we 
all brushed the crumbs off and sang songs. 
Some of them we knew, but it didn't matter 
if we did or not, because a tall Brown Owl 
SOOn taught us the words. 

A few songs, then Brow'nie Bells, and 
"Vanish" said the tall Brown .owl. We couldn't 
exactly "vanish," because it takes a bit 
of time to load first us and then our trolleys 
or chairs into a van, but Mr. James soon made 
light work of it, and, much too soon it seemed, 
we were waving "good-bye" and homeward 
bound, laden with lovely cakes for the 
Brownie who had had to stay at home. 

A little while later and we saw the Hospital 
roofs down the hill, and there we were, home 
again after a iovely afternoon, just in time 
for tea. But I don't think any of us wanted 
it! 

MARY ELLIS, Brown Owl, 
1st Mt. Eliza. 
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DIAMOND VALLEY GUIDE WEEK 
From 25th to 31st May our District cele

brated their first Guide Week. 

The purpose of this week was to bring 
Guiding before the public, in the belief that, if 
Guiding is to be a vital influence in the lives 
of our Guides and Brownies, the community, 
especially the parents, must be made aware 
of our principles and aims, also of their re
sponsibilities and the need for their support. 

Prior to the commencement of our week 
we ran a series of articles in the local papers 
on Guiding, leading up to the part it plays in 

. the community. 

Our "Good Turn" was given prominence by 
the Packs and Companies striving to do as 
many community and individual good turns 
as possible. One Pack held a penny drive for 
briquettes for the pensioners, raising just on 
£15. 'Ihe tradespeople co-operated wonderfully 
by giving us the use of their windows for pub
licity. The Packs and Companies joined with 
the ,L.A.'s in collecting material and decorat
ing the windows (Headquarters were very 
helpful with material). 

The W orId Flag was flown each day in one 
shopping area, in spite of vandals destroy
ing the pole, etc. The shopkeepers then took 
their turn to guard it, so good came from 
evil. 

As our District has three independent L.A.'s, 
each Group held their official opening on the 
Tuesday night, with a variety of programmes, 
but all three shared our State Commissioner, 
Mrs. Fairbairn, who, of course, talked on 
Guiding and officially opened' our week, also 
they shared our guest speaker, Mr. Pat Loftus, 
who spoke most emphatically on "The parents' 
need to support their children's activities"; in 
fact, he went so far as to state that, without 
such support, the value and influence of our 
teachings was lost by up to 60%. 

Each L.A. not only decorated the 3 halls for 
this occasion, but generously served delight
ful suppers, with time for discussion. 

Saturday was used primarily for fun and 
social get-togethers, with an eye to business. 
One L.A. named their effort Coolibah. 

We held many stalls, a fete with guest 
artists, Devonshire teas, novelty activities, car 
rally and barbecue, and in the evening a 
family get-together, with a square dance caller 
keeping· everybod'y on their toes. 

All these activities brought the public to
gether, giving us further opportunity to pub
Jicise Guiding. 

Our week came to an end with each of the 
Packs and Companies holding parades in one 
of the churches throughout the District, the 
ministers co-operating very well, some preach
ing on our Law and Promise, with the Guiders 
reading the lesson. Our recently acquired 
World Flag was also dedicated. 

The results of such a week are hard' to 
access, but up to date I feel the District is 
now aware of Guiding; some have come for
ward and asked if they could be Guiders. The 
L.A.'s are more conscious of their responsi
bilities, and the Guiders are accepting a still 
bigger challenge to do more in Guiding. 

TREE PLANTING CEREMONY AT 
WANGARATTA GUIDE HALL 

Foundation members of the Wangaratta Red 
Cross Branch formed during the first World 
War, and other women, many of whom are 
interested in the two great International 
movements-Red Cross and Girl Guides
gathered at the new Guide Hall to mark the 
Centenary Year of Red Cross with the plant
ing of a pin-oak tree in the hall grounds. 

Patrol Leaders and Brownie Sixers of Wan
garatta District formed a Guard of HonoUT and 
were inspected by the Mayor, Cr. R. Donovan, 
on his arrival, accompanied by Mrs. Donovan, 
escorted by Mrs. W. A. McDonald, District 
Commissioner. Mrs. A. Foster, President of 
Red Cross, welcomed all present, saying how 
pleased the members were to have this link 
with the Guides, and invited the Mayor to 
plant the tree. 

Heather Noble, 3rd Coy., responded on be
half of the Guides, and said how proud they 
were that such a lovely tree should be 
planted in their grounds. 

Members of the Local Association served 
a lovely afternoon tea. 
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PART V. ( Concluded) 

(Correction-Part III, column 2, for "Girl Scouts at Hampton" read "Girl Scouts at South Yarra.") 

This series of articles about Early Girl Guide History will conclude with copies of some 
original documents and some reminiscences:-A report on a 1st Hawthorn Camp; a letter from 
Miss Agnes Baden-Powell; extracts from a letter from Mrs. Wheeler; and an account of the first 
Company in South Australia. 

Although the Companies in Victoria were registered as Australian B-P Girl Guides, they 
did not know about early Companies in other States, and the beginnings in each State were quite 
spontaneous and independent of one another. ! 

I do hope this series will bring even more letters with d6tails of the "early days," and that 
the publication of the names will rouse more memories in those who knew the pioneers. I hope, 
too, that records will be found in other States. G. H. SWINBURNE. 

CAMP 
This is, so far as we know, the first report 

upon a Girl Guide camp in Australia. 
Miss Kerr had no experienced Guides to help 

her , so she invited people who were experts 
on different subjects in their every-day lives. 
This was not the first camp of 1st Hawthorn, 
but it is the only report in hand from a "pro
fessional" vis itor. Mr. Birch was a Sergeant 
in the Australian Ar my, and he was in camp 
near Dromana. That summer, after the out
break Of the 1914-1918 war, the Guides were 
not allowed to put up their flag nor use much 
light after dark, because their site could be 
seen from the South Channel. 

If you are ever surprised at the length of 
piers on bayside towns, imagine back the days 
when paddle steamers were the main line of 
communication, though smaller frieghters 
might bring stores. The main communication 
with Dromana was by "bay boat," generally 
the green paddle steamer Ozone! The train 
ran to Mornington, and there was a road-
45 miles of it, patchy and sandy, or soft stone, 
with potholes most of the way. Imagine a 
horse-drawn van on Oliver's Hill, Frankston, 
before modern grading! There was no such 
thing as putting all equipment and all the 
Guides into a motor van. 

.once 1st Hawthorn began to camp at Dro
mana, a friend allowed them to store their 
gear from year to year. 

Warrandyte, 30 /12 / 14. 
Dear Capt. L. Kerr, 

My visit to your camp would be incomplete 
if I failed to express appreciation of your 
camp arrangements, which were shown to me 

during the day; the only fault I could find was 
that the stay was far too short for my liking. 

The position may be a little exposed, but 
that has its advantage in the extra view and 
fresh air and no heavy raindrops from the 
trees, which are very annoying, and I am sure 
ever ybody must feel much better for their 
outing. 

The cleanliness of the camp was evidenced 
by a sign we always are sure of, and that is 
the comparative absence of flies and insects. 

The tidiness was such as made me wish that 
some of our militia camps could do well to 
learn a lesson from; for it is hard to keep 
t ents clean and tid y like these were kept, not 
only at the time of inspection, but at any time 
I passed during the day they always seemed 
the same, viz., neat and tidy. 
I The discipline, which after all is the main 

thing of a body, was very good, the points 
particularly noticed being the smar tness and 
willingness to help one another in various irk
some camp duties-getting wood, water, stores 
from township, walking to meet and see off 
the boat, and cleaning up the dinner were all 
little points that impress the stranger very 
much and point well to good system and 
management. 

The idea of such a number of fine and happy 
young people combining together for a pur
pose like this is all the more appreciable by 
the absence of what is generally noted at 
some holiday camps of both sexes-indiscri
minate mixing together-but to my mind it 
always looks, and is, better to see a camp fine 
and well away from any other camp, like this 
one is. 
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I hope I have not taken too much of your 
busy time in reading this note, but will satisfy 
myself by complimenting you as Captain on 
the amount of energy and thoughtfulness 
which is shown in the carrying out of your 
arduous and not always easy duties. 

For the remainder of your numbers I de
sire t express my sincere thanks for their 
kindness and attention to me during my short 
visit, and hope I have another opportunity 
of seeing them in the work at a not far dis
tant date. 

Again thanking you all, and wishing a happy 
New Year to all. With best wishes, from 

Yours sincerely, 
ALBERT A. BIRCH. 

LETTER FROM 
MISS AGNES BADEN-POWELL 

The B-P Girl Guides. 
Dated 29th May, 1913. 

116 Victoria Street, London, S.W. 
Dear Miss Kerr, 

It has occurred to me that it might be a 
great help to us in England, and possibly to 
you and the other workers of the Girl Guides 
abroa , if an Overseas Committee were formed 
to link together all those who are working 
Girl Guides. 

I am glad to say the General Committee of 
Girl Guides, when it met, the other day 

heartily approved of the plan, and so I am 
writing to ask your opinion of this linking 
together the world-wide work of the Girl 
Guides and kindred Societies. 

So much is gained by interchange of ideas 
and of plans and methods used in the different 
countries to suit local needs, and, as it is not 
possible to meet in person, I suggest that a 
properly constituted and representative Com
mittee should be appointed to send and receive 
occasional reports where work is organised, 
and reply to questions of those wishing to 
start the Girl Guide work in other lands where 
it does not yet exist. 

There is, of course, no idea of any sort of 
interference contemplated with existing Na
tional Associations, but rather to form a link 
between all of them and to encourage the for
mation of new ones. 

Will you kindly let me know as soon as you 
can consult your Committee-

1. Whether you approve of an Overseas 
Committee? 

2. Who you would like to nominate here 
as your representative on this Commit
tee? 

i. Failing you having anyone to suggest, 
would you like me to nominate someone 
for your approval? 
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4. Would you be so kind as to send us the 
names of your Committees and Officials? 
Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) AGNES BADEN-POWELL. 

EXTRACTS FROM LETTER FROM 
MRS. WHEELER. 

. We camped l'egularly, first at Christ
mas, 1910 .... I remember at the Fire Bri
gade Station, after the inspection, the Chief 
Scout came round with us, and was impressed 
when we saw how the harness was suspended 
over the horses so that it could be lowered and 
put on in seconds, and how the horses were 
trained to drink a cup of tea .... 

(When Lady Huntingfield, wife of the Gover
nor of Victoria, was President of the Girl 
Guides during the Centenary of Victoria): 
"She grasped me by the left hand, and said, 
'Pioneer Australian Guide, what a tradition 
to live up to.''' (I wrote to the Chiefs when 
they were here for the Centenary of Victoria 
Scout Jamboree and, after, received a letter 
from South Africa) . 

"1938.-At our training week in Capetown 
I came in touch with Miss Niven, who gave 
me copies of "Matilda" to help with Lones' 
questions and tests. During our t;llk I men
tioned that the Chief had said that there is 
one of the old original Girl Scouts out in Aus
tralia. As I was one, I thought it would be 
nice if she could put me in touch with her. 
I was R. Woolley before my marriage, daugh
ter of Admiral C. Woolley, R.N. 

"After the war I married my South African 
husband, and am now Lone Commissioner for 
the Transvaal. I have seven Guide and 
Brownie daughters-something of a record! It 
is really thrilling to hear from the very first 
Australian Guide. I was in Hants, England, 
when our brothers started Scouting, and we 
got together and startEd ourselves. Later I 
moved to the Women's Volunteer Reserve for 
the duration of the war, then I married a 
South African from the South African Head
quarters, and our first small girl caused me 
to become a Brown Owl. One of my girls is 
in a vice - one has just been called to Higher 
Service after getting the certificate for Forti
tude - a Patrol Leader, a Pack Leader, a 
Guide and two Brownies. All of them are 
impregnated with Guide Law. It's a very 
sure foundation, isn't it? The Chief was 
thrilled to find me still in the swim, but I 

can't go out with so many daughters inte
rested, can I? We now have Julia, an adopted 
orphan Ranger, with club feet .... " 

(One recalls the words of Baden-Powell: 
"I told them to get to know their sister Guides 
in other parts of the Empire." ... ) 

After 1912.-"The earliest enquiries were 
from the Brunswick Kilties, who joined my 
Troop, the Mrs. Brad'y of Hddelberg, and 
some Girl Aids from New South Wales, I 
think" 

(End of extracts from Mrs. Wheeler's 
letter.) 

EARLY DAYS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

Lady Wunderly writes:-
The beginning of it all- was it that, I 

wonder? I was certainly not aware of any 
other Guides in Australia when during the 
First War some schoolgirls, fired by what 
they had read of Guides marching with the 
Scouts in London, asked me if I would form 
a Guide Company in Mount Barker. Whether 
or not I wrote to the right quarters for infor
mation I cannot remember. Maybe, in those 
nays of infrequent mails, with the Emden 
causing havoc among our ships (until the 
Sydney's action of glorious memory) we 
just felt it would take too long to get an 
answer from England. Anyway, with a little 
old copy of "Scouting for Boys" in our hands 
and high endeavour in our hearts, we pro
ceeded to form a Company on the lines of the 
Boy Scouts. 

We decided, of course, that we must have 
a uniform, and, having made khaki skirts, 
almost to our ankles in those days, mark you, 
we outfitted ourselves with Boy Scout shirts, 
pale blue scarves folded in the correct man
nEr, a sort of khaki cricketing hat, the long 
poles or staves that Scouts were then using, 
and the "Be Prepared" belts. Quite illegal, 
but we were far too earnest and sincere for 
that thought to entEr our heads, and we 
buckled on our belts with pride. 

We began, I think, with ten to fifteen 
Guides, though at one stage we had twenty 
to thirty, and two, if not three, Patrols. In 
the recesses of my memory I was called the 
Captain, and the name of my First Lieu
tenant is far from strange to you-Beatrice 
Ford Smith, who has gone from strength to 
strength ever since. 

Wernet in a church hall, but, except when 



Page Twelve * August, 1959. m /} I ___________________________________________ aliCda 

bad weathe'l' kept us indoors, we always 
marched off to the nearby bush, where we 
learnt morse and flag wagging, practised first 
aid an played various Scouting games, such 
as relay races, when the most extraordinary 
messages were somehow evolved fI'om the 
quite ordinary ones that were sent. And we 
had a ]lapel' chase that I particularly remem
bu, since the wretched little "hares," sus· 
pecting a romance, and probably in league with 
the entire Company bar the Captain, laid the 
trail in and out of the surgery gate at the 
house of the local doctor! The following year 
the Guides all turned out to form an archway 
with their staves at our wedding. 

But this is looking ahead. It was not long 
after the Company was formed that we 
started a magazine, complete with "Captain's 
Letter," original stories, poems, hints on first 
aid, etc., and knots. With our devotion to 
"Scouting for Boys" I am sure we gave special 
attention to knots. We even had to work out 
our own Guide Law-a mixture of Scout Law 
ana local requirements, such as "A Guide does 
not swear!" I believe this was finally ex
pressed as "A Guide does not use bad lan
guage." This law, beautifully transcribed in 
gold leaf by the mother of my First Lieu
tenant, is hanging at Headquarters to-day. 

One final memory. We gave a pel'formance 
of "The Blue Bird" at the Mt. Barker Insti
tute-I think it was in aid of the Red Cross. 
I can see yards and yards ana yards of blue 
mosquito netting. Did we dye it, I wonder? 
.01' perhaps it was some sort of tulle. In any 
case, we flung ourselves into rehearsals with 
a will, all parents no doubt had a great deal 
of sewing to do, and I think-I hope-we filled 
the hall. 

That I think is all. We had a lot of fun. 
And to this day I sometimes get a letter 
from one who was a pretty, dark-haired, and 
often, as she would laugh to hear, very 
naughty little Irish girl. And who now, after 
many t.roubles in her life, and constant pain 
and ill-health, always says, "We can still smile, 
can't we? I never forget the old Guide spirit." 

The end of it? Well, the foregoing sen
tence shows there never is an end. But when 
I marrIed the Company was already growing 
up-Miss Ford Smith carried it on for a while 
and then herself left Mt. Barker. The war 
was over, and there was talk of an official 

Guide Movement coming into being, so, after 
a comparatively brief, but certainly very 
happy career, the Mt. Barker Girl Guides 
finally disbanded. A. J. WUNDERLY. 

(From "Adventuring," S.A.) 

And so, for this series, 
FINIS. 

But it might be au revoir. 

GUIDE HOUSE 21st BIRTHDAY 
It is 21 years since the Guide Movement 

in Victoria bought the Guide House property 
at Britannia Creek, between Yarra .Junction 
and Warburton. To mark this special occa
~ion, a MONSTER BIRTHDAY PARTY will 
be held on the property on SATURDAY, 10th 
OCTOBER next, and the Committee extends 
an invitation to every Brownie, Guide, Ranger 
and all other members of the Movement, past 
01' present, to come and spend that day ex
ploring the 26 acres which now comprise the 
Guide House property. Boiling water for the 
ever-welcome ~'billy-tea" will be available and 
Devonshire teas will be served in the Guide 
House. There will be exciting organised 
Brownie and Guide activities, details of which 
will soon be announced through the usual 
channels. 

For those who prefer to visit on Sunday, 
11th October, there will be ".open House" as 
well, but no organised activities. If anyone 
should contemplate giving a BIRTHDAY 
PRESENT, it is suggested that cup, saucer 
ana plate sets, in any pastel colour, would 
be very acceptable, as breakages are fairly 
numerous! 

Mark the date in your diary and watch next 
month's "Matilda" for further details. 

THE GUIDE HOUSE COMMITTEE, 
per O.G.M.K. 

WANTED
TRAVELLI NG COMMISSIONERS 

We would like to hear from any Commis
sioners who would be interested in taking on 
part-time employment helping to develop 
Guiding in new areas. This programme is 
carried out through the grant given to us by 
the Youth .organisations Assistance Committee 
and, as there is so much development work 
waiting to be done, we are anxious fol' addi
tional staff. Further information obtainable 
from the undersigned. 

CLARE BROADHURST, _ 
Chainnan, Y.O.A.C. Development. 
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THE WILD ONES FLY IN TO SAFETY 
"Herald" Staff Reporter. 

Saturday, 21st February. 

Suddenly a grey-haired gardener at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens tensed behind a tree 
and shouted "Duck!" 

And for five minutes ducks floated down on 
to the lake-wild ducks. 

Mr. George Hand, who has been a gardener 
there for 37 years, was puzzled. 

"They're late this year, poor fellers." 

He was referring to a legend that wild duck 
seek sanctuary in the Gardens every year 
about a week before the shooting season 
begins. 

"It's not true," he said. "They come here 
TWO DAYS before the season begins!" 
Camera Shoot: 

For an hour this morning as the duck shoot
ing season opened "Herald" photographer 
Lester Howard and I stalked through bushes 
and by pools in the Royal Botanic Gardens 
"shooting" wild duck-with a camera. 

Tame brown ducks were plentiful. 
"They're the locals," said Mr. Hand. 
"They'll feed at your feet. But not the wild 

ones. Oh, no! 
"The wild duck come swooping in every 

year at terrific speed-but they always land 
in the middle of the lake, and 'go into smoke' 
under bushes and weeds. 

"They keep clear or'the locals." 

-Block by courtesy "The Age. " 

A BIBLE CLASS AT PENTRIDGE 
The above heading illustrates yet another 

outreach of the Christian Church in its desire 
to extend help and fellowship. We acknow
ledge this very interesting article from "Pres
byt.erian Life." 

A Bible class inside Pentridge Gaol has led 
to about a dozen prisoners committing their 
lives to God, the Presbyterian and Methodist 
chaplain to the gaols (the Rev. Tom Harvey), 
reports. 

He says that eight of these have been suc
cessfully linked up with the Church after leav
ing gaol. Since the mid-week class began 18 
months ago, 31 men, nearly all young, have 
attended. 

The meetings open with prayer and several 
of the men ably and willingly lead the devo
tions. O~e man is doing a correspondence 
course to equip himself for Christian service 
when released. Eleven, on confession of faith, 
wish to attend classes for communicants, and a 
Bendigo church has given a Communion set 
for use at Pentridge. 

Although it takes courage to attend a church 
service in gaol, attendance at Pentridge last 
year averaged 45 and at the Metropolitan Gaol 
36. At French Island week-night service 
attendances averaged 63 out of a total of 
about 80 men. 

Commenting on his work among the pris
oners, Mr. Harvey says that many of the young 
offenders have come through various boys' 
homes. "To me it is clear that to prevent 
these youngsters coming to gaol the best thing 
would be for all boys' homes to offer, as near 
as humanly possible, a replica of good family 
life," he says. 

"Stories of growing up in insecurity, cruelty, 
vice presented as virtue, drunkenness, broken 
marriages, etc., never end. Mr. Harvey makes 
this comment: 'About half the inmates are 
here because of drink.' While they do not 
know it, they have grown up desperately 
hungry for what I call good, old-fashioned 
family love. 

"Some youngsters come from well-to-do 
families, and I have noticed that these have 
been reared as spoilt darlings of one or both 
parents. Interest in spiritual things is more 
marked among young offenders at Pentridge 
than in any other groups." 

-From Melbourne's Manhood, Y.M.C.A. 
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Can You Spend Your Money Properly? 
WHERE DID IT GO? 

Brownie Packs, Guide and Ranger Com
panies, Local Associations, Districts and Divi
sions all have money to spend; money which 
is earned by cookie sales, teas, bazaars and in
numerable community efforts . You may have 
10,000 dollars, 50,000 dollars or 100,000 dollars. 
but, whatever the balance, there are three 
facts to remember: 

1. It is PUBLIC money, given by the public 
to aid ALL Brownies, Guides and Ran
gers. 

2. It MUST BE SPENT to the aid of ALL 
Brownies, Guides and Rangers. 

3. The spending of every cent MUST BE 
RECORDED and a yearly statement and 
AUDIT made. 

WHO SPENDS THE MONEY? The Brow
nie Pack discusses in POW WOW how much 
money it has, what is needed most, and the 
Pack decides that the needed articles should 
be purchased. The Guide Company spe.nds its 
money through the Court of Honour, who re
cord in their minutes motions directing the 
spending of the money. The Rangers, Local 
Associations and other levels spend money 
according to Parliamentary procedure with 
motions made and recorded, directing the 
Treasurer to make paymentS. 

WHO IS THE TREASURER? In the 
Brownie Pack it may be Brown Owl or Tawny. 
In the Company, Captain or Lieutenant. The 
other levels elect their Treasurer. 

WHERE ARE THE MONIES KEPT? No, 
not in a pickle jar. In a bank account. Every 
unit must have its own account, made out in 
its registered name. All cheques must be 
signed by two (in the case of Guides and 
Rangers, one of the signatories must be a 
Guider). . .. Cheques must be signed and 
made out, using the given names, not initials, 
or husbands' names (Ellen Brown, NOT E. 
Brown or Mrs. James Brown). 

At each meeting the Treasurer collects any 
money and records it, then banks it at her 
immediate convenience. All money received 

should be counted by two persons for the pro
tection of the Treasurer. At regular meetings 
the Treasurer must present her report, show
ing the balance given at the last meeting, the 
income and expenditures and the new balance. 
The Treasurer should move the adoptio.n of 
her report. This should be seconded and 
voted upon. No payments are made by Pack 
or Court of Honour, etc. She must receive 
receipts, file them and retain them in order. 
If you don't know how to keep records, invite 
your banker to your District Guiders' meeting 
and he will show you how easy it is to keep 
your cash book and records. 

At the end of the year the Treasurer is 
obliged to close the books, make a financial 
statement for the year, and prese.nt her cash 
book, receipts and bank book to the Local 
Association for audit (the Local Association 
appoints an Hon. Auditor). A copy of the 
financial statement should accompany the 
census forms to the District Commissioner. 

HOW SHOULD THE MONEY BE SPENT? 
Above all, "A Guide is thrifty," and the Guide 
Law is the Law of every level of Guiding. 
Money must be spent, and spe.nt wisely, to the 
benefit of all the Brownies, Guides and Ran
gers. Your yearly financial statement should 
show you if your money has been spent wisely 
and to the benefit of the majority ... . Check 
back. Did you waste money on parties and 
banquets which might have bought camp 
equipment or books for use for years? Or 
did it go for Trainings, Camps, rnsignia and 
Administration needs that benefited the major
ity of the Brownies, Guides and Rangers? 

And what happens when a Pack or Com
pany must be divided? The funds are divided 
too. For the money was earned for all; not 
just a nominal few. . . . 

Throw out the pickle jars and match boxes, 
girls. That's no way to keep public money. 
Do things correctly and protect yourself. Not 
everyone knows "A Guide's honour is to be 
trusted." 

- Anne Gloin, of Ontario, in 
"The Canadian Guider." 
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DO YOU GO TO CHURCH? 
We all know what people say. The services 

are too "high" or to "low," or too short or 
too long, or too early or too late, or too fast or 
too slow. The church is so far away. The par
son is so dull. The singing is soo poor. The 
seats are so hard. There is so much to do on a 
Sunday, what with a lie-in, and the Sunday 
paper, and the Sunday dinner, and having a 
nap, and going out with the family, and So on. 

Continuing in the S.P.C.K. pamphlet printed 
in the Church of England Messenger, the 
writed states: 

"We notice an odd thing: "People make ex
cuses for not going to church, as though they 
knew it was the right thing to go. Another 
odd thing is that almost all the things people 
say are not the real reasons at all, though 
parsons are expected to believe them. Most 
people on most occasions, could perfectly well 
go to church if they really wanted to. It is 
ridiculous to pretend that you are anxious 
to go, but are prevented by overwhelming 
difficulties. "'\ 

"The truth is, of course, that people who 
want to go to church do so; and people who 
don't go to church don't want to. Those who 
go generally 'enjoy' it (for they believe in 
God and are glad to worship Him); but nobody 
goes to enjoy it in the -same way as a dance 
or a whist drive. It is stupid to find fault, 
as though churchgoing was meant only to 
please - like going to the pictures. It is 
no good expecting church services to beat a 
popular radio programme as entertainment. 
It really doesn't matter whether you enjoy 
being in church or not. 
. "The reason for going to church is not in 
the least that you enjoy it or feel like it, or 
can do it without much inconvenience. It is 
that you want to praise and thank God for 
His goodness, to acknowledge your depend
ence on Him, to receive His help and strength, 
and to pray for your-self and other people. 
If you don't believe in God, if you don't think 
God matters~ if you think death is the end 
of you, and if you imagine the world can get 
on perfectly well with everyone being selfish, 
then, of course, you won't go to church. But 
be honest about it. You can't deceive God 
(probably not even the parson), but don't try 
to deceive your-self. 

"We often hear it said, 'You don't have to 
go to church to be a Christian,' Perhaps 

not - on a desert island. But you can't be 
a Christian without worshipping God, and 
making excuses because you don't want to 
wor-ship God is very different from wanting 
to worship and being prevented. Going to 
church doesn't make you a Christian, 'but 
being a Christian makes you go to church. 

-From Melbourne's Manhood, Y.M.C.A. 

* * * 

HOW TO PRAY 
Ten Simple Rules 

We have been very glad to receive a copy 
of the magazine issued by the Y.M.C,A. of 
Kuala Lumpur, and reprint the following in
spirational article:-

1. Pray where you are. God is present 
everywhere and ready to listen. 

2. Pray when possible in a quiet -spot where 
you can be alone. It is well to fix your mind 
deliberately on God, apart from confusing 
distractions. 

3. Pray to God simply and naturally, as to 
a friend. Tell Him what is on your mind. 
Get help from the prayers of others. 

4. Pray, remembering the good thing'S God 
has done for you. Reckon up your blessings 
from time to time and give thanks for them. 

5. Pray for God's forgiveness for the un
worthy things you may have done. He is neal' 
to a humble and contrite heart. 

6. Pray for the things that you need, es
pecially those that will make your life finer 
and more Christ-like. 

7. Pray for others, remembering the situa
tion they confront and the help they need. 

8. Pray for the world in its need, asking 
God to bring better things and offering your 
help to Him. 

9. Pray, above everything else, that God's 
will may be done in you and in the world. His 
purposes are deeper and wiser than anything 
we can imagine. 

10. Pray, and then star t answering your 
prayer. 

- F rom "Melbourne's Manhood," Y.M.C.A. 
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Cfune~ 
The writer of this account hopes that it 

will be of use to others who are planning 
rallies, and that accounts from other Divi
sions will be published, to give new ideas to 
Clunes. 

It is certainly particularly useful, as it de
scribes ORIGINAL ACTIVITIES IN FULL 
DETAIL and gives information about a good 
place for a big rally. 

[These are the important points in all de
scriptions of rallies.-Editor "Matilda."] 

A qu.arters to two on Saturday afternoon, 
16th May, found buses of singing, laughing 
Guides spilling on to the bushland beside the 
Caris brook Racecourse. It was the 5th Annual 
Guide Rally, and Guides from 1st and 2nd 
Maryborough, Clunes, Talbot, Daylesford and 
DunollJ, waved and called greetings to 
friends they had met in previous years. 

It was a perfect day, and the programme ' 
was commenced when 120 Guides marched to 
form a Trefoil, and Mrs. C. N. Bucknall, Dis
trict Commissioner for Maryborough, opened 
the Rally. 

The P.L.'s were given instructions and the 
five sections commenced with a message in 
cede. This was followed by Kim's game at 
number 2. Sealed orders instructed Guides to 
collect three different leaves and go on to 
Section 3, where quite a bit of fun was ex
perienced as each Guide put a large arm sling 
on her friend, until each Patrol was reduced 
to being "left handed." U sing only one hand, 
each Patrol has to gather wood and water, 
boil the billy, using only two matches to 
light the fire, cook some spaghetti and tie 
a reef knot in it. Section 4 was guarded 
by a "mad dog" (our apologies to District 
Commissioners Mrs. Hall and Mrs. Wattle
worth, and Div. Secretary Miss Rogers, 
who judged the Patrol Songs composed by 
each Patrol). Following compass directions, 
the Patrols found "treasure," and this was 
the last of that section. 

Each Guide present competed in at least 
one team for tunnel ball, over and under, and 
circle gap. Excitement was high as these 
activity games were played. 

At 6 p.m. the bushland was a fairy sight, 
as the dam reflected the glow of the Patrol 

fires and busy, hungry Guides cooking tea. 
The air rang with laughter and shrieks of joy 
or dismay, depending on the success of the 
cooking. 

Camp fire was wonderful, as the Guides sat 
round a blazing and-yes-smokeless fire. 
Each Company contributed an entertaining 
stunt and suggested two of their favourite 
songs. Maryborough L.A. provided cocoa and 
biscuits and at 8.45 p.m. we reluctantly said 
good-bye to our friends, as-still singing
we wended our way homewards, vowing it to 
be the best Rally yet. 

• • • 

HAPPY GUIDES 
(Tune: "Happy Wanderer") 

From Clunes we bring you greetings 
As we sing our song to-night, 

We hope you all enjoy yourselves 
Around this campfire bright. 

Chorus: 
Happy Guides, happy Guides, happy Guides, 
Let everyone see we are happy Guides, 

happy Guides, 
Singing our cares away. 

The threefold Promise we all know 
And by it must abide, 

For loyalty, helpfulness and obedience 
We must strive. 

There are ten laws we all must learn, 
And try our best to keep; 

We sometimes fail, but try again
By trying we succeed. 

Our motto is to try to do a good turn every 
day; 

By doing this we surely must 
Help others on life's way. 

And when the dismiss order's given, 
And we go on our way, 

We're sure you'll all agree with us 
It's been a happy day. 

-Jean Peart, . Capt., 1st Clunes Company. 
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KEEP OUR WORDS CLEAR 
The following article was written by Elaine Wilson, who represented the Australian Students' 

Christian Movement at the Citizenship Convention, 1959. 

We publish it by courtesy of "Australian Intercollegian." 

I shall pass on a few points which may 
affect the SCM's activities. 

There was a marked degree of loose and 
mistaken thinking about race and heredity. 
By even some of the prominent speakers, 
no distinction was made between racial diff
ence and national or cultural difference. 
The words "race" and "racial" were used, e.g. 
in discussing marriage between various groups 
of Europeans, to maximize obstacles to har
mony and assimilation. In discussion of in
heritance, characteristics handed on by social 
and cultUl'al inheritance were often cited as 
if governed by genetic heredity, 

This was very striking when discussions of 
inter-racial assimilation turned to the Aus
tralian aborigine. Among the greater majority 
of delegates there appeared to be no know
ledge of experiments and experience which 
have demonstrated the possible achievements 
of aborigines, and even eminent persons tended 
to generalize rashly from very limited experi
ence. 

We can encourage unbiased thinking and 
greater knowledge about racial and national 
differences through individual discussion, 
through writing in university and public press, 
and perhaps also by specified study groups 
set up by the SCM in conjunction with other 
interested clubs and societies. 

Comments made by migrants about the way 
in which Australians can help them overcome 
loneliness and feel part of the community 
may be applied to our efforts to help over
seas students. It was pointed out that too 
often a large function is arranged at which 
Australians and newcomers mix in friendly 
fashion, but from which the Australians de
part feeling that they have done their duty 
with0ut following up these contacts any fUl'
ther. "We need friendship as well as friend
liness," asid one migrant, urging Australians 
to continue contacts to the point of personal 
friendship. Throughout the Convention I was 
struck by the limitations of what organizat
ions can do in such human fields as this, AND 
H.oW MUCH CAN BE DONE ONLY BY 
ONE INDIVIDUAL FOR ANOTHER. 

This was evident, for example, in discussion 
of the migration of single girls from Europe 
to Australia - an important question if we 
want to preserve the balance of the sexes in 
Australia. Naturally enough, few European 
families would be willing to permit their 
daughters to emigrate unless assured of per
sonal help and guidance from particular in
dividuals here. As Ven. Archdeacon R. H. B. 
Williams of the Federal Inter-Church Migra
tion Committee pointed out, this limits greatly 
the effectiveness of work done by the churches 
at a group level, e.g. by setting up hostels. 
Perhaps more of us would think seriously about 
aponsoring personally a young migrant from 
Europe. 

Discussion about increasing contact and 
friendship among young people of different 
national and racial groups generally over
looked the likelihood of the parents of these 
young people remaining isolated. Too often, 
greater solidarity among young people from 
differing family and cultural groups results 
not in greater understanding between the 
groups, but only in a gulf between the young 
people llnd "the rest." To what degree and 
in what ways this can be avoided is worth 
thinking about. 

DON'T FORGET 
YOUR • •• 

COMPACTOID 
first aid kit 

Small, Medium, Large - at THE GU IDE SHOP 
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WARRANTS 
Congr tulations: 

District Commissioners: Mrs. F. Chivers, 
Templestowe; Mrs. D. H. McLean, North 
Brighton; Mrs. C. E. Barrie, Melton. 

Division Secretary: Mrs. P. J. Palframan, 
South Western Division. 

Capt.ains: Mrs. C. Nicol, 1st Vermont; Mrs. 
J. Rorke, 1st Port Melbourne; MI's. 1. V. 
Arney, 1st Yarra Glen; Mrs. F. Harvie, 1st 
Blackburn; Mrs. L. R. Gray, 3rd Blackburn; 
Miss D. Neil, 4th Moorabbin; Mrs. V. Graham, 
2nd: Morwell; Miss J. M. Errey, 1st Dartmoor; 
Mrs. J. Searle, 3rd Highett; Miss J. Walls, 
7th Brunswick; Miss B. Mulligan, 1st Bairns
dale; Miss H. Wilson, 3rd Bairnsdale; Miss B. 
Wainwright, 2nd West Coburg; Mrs. N. R. 
Gooch, 2nd Sale; Miss W. Garrett, 1st Don
caster; Mrs. P. Bird, 2nd Edithvale; Mrs. P. 
Jones, 1st Tatura. 

Lieutenants: Mrs. N. E. Spear, 3rd Colac; 
Mrs. P. Goldenberg, 4b St. Kilda; Mrs. A. 
King, 1st Port Melbourne; Mrs. S. A. Hop
wood, Caulfield Ranger Co.; Mrs. B. Haby, 
1st Newcomb; Mrs. J. Leslie, 1st Koonung 
Heights; Miss M. Elliott, 1st Koonung 
Heights; Mrs G. A. Soderland, 1st Doncaster; 
Miss A. 1. Moffatt, 3a Geelong; Mrs. V. Gunn, 
2nd East Ringwood. 

Brown Owls: Miss J. Clifton, 1st Creswick; 
Miss F. Crone, 1st Port Melbourne; Mrs. A. 
Williamson, 1st Montmorency; Miss M. 
Graham, 1st Drouin; Mrs. B. J. Turner, 7th 
Malvern; Miss G. Strickland, 4th Ballarat; 
Mrs. M. E. Vigar, 1st Leopold; Mrs. B. D. 
Newell, 3rd Balwyn; Mrs. E. J. Allmand, 4th 
Caulfield; Miss P. Owen, 1st East Ringwood; 
Mrs. E. Tonkin, 1st Warrnambool. 

Tawny Owls: Miss D. Hughes, 1st Creswick; 
Miss )T. Lewis, 2nd Leongatha; Miss M. Tur
ner, 1st Port Melbourne; Mrs. 1. Boehl, 2nd 
Blackburn; Miss V. Topliss, 1st East Ivanhoe; 
Miss M. Billing, 1st Murrabit; Miss B. Bew
sell, 13t Scoresby; Miss M. Bryans, 1st Patche
wollock; Mrs. A. McGrath, 2nd Colac. 

FOR SERVICE 
Thanks Badges have been awaraed to Mrs. 

A. L. Biss and Mrs. R. E. Francis, East 
Brighton. 

WARRANTS RETURNED FOR 
CANCELLA TION 

With Regret: 
Captains: Mrs. G. Lovett, 1st Narbethong; 

Miss J. Maddison, 2nd Seaford; Miss L. Litera, 
1st Dingley; Mrs. B. James, 1st Moorleigh; 
Mrs. B. James, 2nd Moorleigh; Miss E. M. 
Lawson, 1st Queenscliff; Miss A. M. Bush, 
2nd Collingwood; Miss J. Wood, 1st Ascot 
Vale; Miss A. 1. Moffatt, 3a Geelong. 

Lieutenants: Miss G. D. Baldwin, 1st Robin
vale; Miss B. Mulligan, 1st Bairnsdale; Miss 
H. Wilson, 2nd Bairnsdale; Mrs. N. R. Gooch, 
2nd Sale. 

Brown Owls: Mrs. L. Young, 7th Malvern; 
Mrs. 1. Maxfield, 1st Drouin; Mrs. M. Lewis, 
1st Ararat; Mrs. G. White, 1st Kensington; 
Mrs. R. K. MacKenzie, 3rd Brighton; Mrs. F. 
Boyes, 1st Colac. 

Tawny Owls: Mrs. M. C. Faulkner, 3a Gee· 
long; Mrs. B. Turner, 7th Malvern; Mrs. B. D. 
Newell, 3rd Balwyn. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
AND DONATIONS 

JUNE, 1959. 
Received with Gratitude: 

Mrs. J. Bath, Mrs. C. P. Broadhurst, Mrs. 
S. Ricketson, Mrs. R. F. Weatherly, Philip H. 
Saunders Pty. Ltd., Mrs. W. Wheeler, Miss 
A. Danks, The Trotting Control Board, Mrs. 
J. D. Craig, Mrs. W. L. Colquhoun, Miss S. 
Irving. 

APPOINTMENTS 
Welcome and Congratulations: 

District Commissioners: Mrs. C. Morcom, 
Greensborough; Mrs. W. J. Robinson, Paynes
ville; Mrs. J. Nobelius, Narre Warren North; 
Mrs. H. Heywood, Caulfield (to take effect on 
Mrs. Price's retirement in August); Mrs. R. L. 
Hamilton, North Balwyn (from end of 
August); Mrs. A. Mathews, Mildura South; 
Mrs. V. Vibert, Shepparton ("Acting" until 
end of year); Mrs. J. J. Forbes, Glenthompson. 

Division Commissioners: Mrs. J. Humph
reys, Echuca; Mrs. G. N. Frost (for part of 
present Croydon Division), Mrs. D. K. Davies 
(Acting), Yanam. 

RESIGNATIONS 
With Regret: 

District Commissioner: Mrs. G. Mulhallen, 

Nhill. 
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EQUIPMENT DEPARTMENT 
OPEN-Week Days : 9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m . 

Saturdays : 9.5 a.m. to 12 noon . Holiday week-ends excepted. 
Shop - .- - - MF 6023 . Office - - - MF 4545 

Country Cheques payable to Girl Guides Associ~tion are free of exchange. 

Country Guiders: Please add postage to Cash ·Orders. 
Please attach name and address when sending Reg istration Slips 

and Proficiency Badge Certificates. 

SONG SHEETS (Words and M",sicl 
The Ch ief 1 /-
The Song of the Golden Trefoil 1/-
A Guide Process ional Hymn 1/-
Guide Marching Song 6d . 

Ranger Song 
A Country Song 
Music Through Gu iding

Part 1 
Pan 2 .. 

SONG BOOKS 
Book of Songs campi led by the 

New Zealand Girl Guides As- Kent County Hymn Book (words 
sociat ion 6/- only) 

I nternational Songs ...... ..... 2/ - Songs for All Seasons ..... 
The Sol -fa Song Book for Guides 1/9 Camp Fire Songs 
Centenary Song Book . 2/ - Rounds and Canons 
Scottish Gift Book ..... 6/6 Camp Fire Songs 
Kent County Hymn Book .. . 2/ - The World Song 

BROWNIE SINGING GAMES 

6d. 
6d . 

3/-
3/-

1/6 
2/3 
4d. 

11 d . 
2/-
9d. 

Traditi onal Sing ing Games for Brownie Song and Brownie Bells 4d . 
Brown ies 1/9 Brownie Hymn Sheet 4d. 

Singing Games for Recreati,dn,- Brownie's Dozen 1/9 
Parts 1, 2, 3 and 4 each 2/- Baker's Dozen 1/9 

B. J. RAWSON, Shop Manageress. 

"MATILDA" 
" Mati Ida" is publ ished on the second T u 2sday each month , and is posted by the 
following Thursday. Subscription, 10/- a year, post free . Single copies, 1/- . 

Contributions: 
Contributions may be sent to Headquarters, 

20 Russell Street, Melbourne, C.1, or to the 
Editor, Mrs. A. Darby, 23 Erasmus Street, 
Suney Hills (WX 5171). 

Contributions should reach the Editor on 
the FIRST OF THE MONTH for publication 
in the ensuing month. 

Typewriting is not essential, but is a great 

assistance and much appreciated. When 
typing, PLEASE DOUBLE SPACE. 

Subscription: 
Subscription 10 / - a year, post free; due 30th 

April. Single copies, 1/-. 
SUbscriptions should be sent to Head

quarters. 
"Matilda" is the rolled-up swag of the 

things you need. 

ANNUAL MEETING -14th OCTOBER, 1959 
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A" tk6 fwt of 
~COUTlNG_ 
GUmING! 

IN THE 

COLOURFUL 

PAGES OF 

THIS GREAT 

NEW BOOK 

ALBUM 

If you're a Scout, Guide, Cub or Brownie, you MUST have this wonderful new 
book-album! It brings you all the adventure of life in the open ... all1:he fun and 
friendship of a campfire "sing-song". Filled with easy-to-follow hints to help you 
get your badges faster! Fascinating pictures all the way through with space allowed 
for 50 brilliant picture plates now included with the grand cereals listed below. Buy 
your 'Scouting and Guiding' album today - only 6d. at grocers everywhere! 

Get your copy 

fll'om your 

grocer today I 

' .. 5 

LOOK FOR FREE PICTURE PLATES 
IN ALL THESE 

FAMOUS SANITARIUM PRODUCTS 

WEET-BIX, GRANOSE, Sanitarium 
CORN FLAKES, BIXIES, CERIX 
Puffed Wheat, CERIX Puffed Rice, 
WEET PUFFS, SAN-BRAN, and 

BRAN-BIX 

McKElLAR PRESS, 229-31 GLENFERRIE ROAD. MALVERN PHONE : 501875 
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