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The Chief Guide in South Americ:a 
U ej /or "!)ce Cream " gilt 

Mr s. R. B. Charlton, 
Hon. 'Ireasurer, 
Girl Guide Association, Australia. 

"My Dell' Ma:'jol'Y, 
Here I am, haring round this huge continent 

cf SOUTH AMERICA, and Central America 
too, and continuing one of my tours on through 
U.S.A. and Canada l>till for another two months, 
before f1~ ing back to England on 26th Septem
ber, just in time for the WORLD COMMITTEE 
MEETING in London . . .. . 

Now for this three days I am under the 
British flag once more; en ro ute to Mexico, 
having "done" Brazil, Uruguay, Argentine, 
Chile, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Panama, Costa 
Rica , Nicaragua, El Salvador and Guatemala
and findi.ng Guides STRUGGLING and GOING 
ALONG ~,O BRAVELY and g:'adually over
coming their endless difficulties of distances, 
climates, lack of knowledge, lack of support, 
lack of le ::ders, lack of litErature, etc., etc. 

And now, I have been meaning to write to 
you for DAYS, became I want to somehow 
make known to all yo ur DEAR, KIND, GEN
EROUS GUIDES OF AUSTRALIA the fact 
that I am going to spend CHUNKS of their 
"ICE CREAMS GIFI" to me on sending the 
help that is SO much needed for the growth 

Our Cover . .. 

and advance of GuiC: ing i.n THOSE COUN
TRIES THAT I have visited! ! 

In none of them (excepting Brazil) have 
they any proper Headquar ters or s tocks of 
books or badges, NOR any money for getting 
them, and only now are thEY beginning to get 
their own NATLONAL Guide Badges made, 
and / or any of their necessary handbooks pub
lished in one or two of them; and the already 
published one print ed in MEXICO in Spanish 
is so expwsive for them, so that they MAY 
just have ONE copy for a whole countr y! 

AND SO, MARJORY, can you tell your 
AUSTRALIAN GUIDES ABOUT THIS, and 
let them know that their GIFT is now going 
to be the GREA'IEST BOON EVER to all 
the Guides of these many countries, and it will 
just make the Movem( nt grow and give hap
piness to HUNDREDS - and even, by degrees, 
t o THOUSANDS. 

SO YOUR GIFT HAS JUST COME as a 
GLORWUS thing, just at this moment, JUST 
for that PURPOSE, and IN A WHOLE CON
TINE T too!" 

Loving thoughts, yours ever , 

of~~~~-<?~ 

PLAQUE OF APPRECIATION 

At a small and impressive ceremony at 
Hea c:.quarter~ , Mr. Molyneaux, Consul fo:' the 
Philippines, presentEd our State Commissioner. 
MrJ. I. Fairbairn, O.B.E., with a Plaque of 
Appreciation. The words read:-

Girl Scouts of the Philippines 
National Headqua!'ters, 

Manila . 
Appreciation 

to 
The Girl Guide Association of 

Australia. 
As co-op< rating hO Etess country for Girl 

Scouts of the Philippines adult trainees under 

the G.S.P. Five-year Training Plan: for gener
ous hospi.tality and unstinted co-operation, for 
ex~ellent programming, and above all for spe
cial friendship in the true tradition of Girl 
Guides and Gi1'l Scouts all over the world. 

Given at the Seventh Biennial National Con
VEntion, 24th-28th May, 1959. 

Signed: Pilar H. Lim, 
National Presiden t. 

E. M. Eif, 
National Commi~sione ~' and Chairman, 

National Commis si:mer of Awards. 
M. S. Casfelo, 

National Executive. 
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STATE COMMISSIONER'S DIARY 
My first activity was to attend the Patrol 

Leaders' Conference. This Conf£:rence, to me, 
awakened the thoughts I always have had on 
previous occasions after attending Youth Con
ferences. Youth have so much to give to this, 
their Movement, both at home and in Internat
ional work. 

Their ideas to encourage World friendshi.p 
and understanding were sound and interesting. 
Youth started this Movement, it was their idea. 
The Guide International Sei'vice came from 
their suggestions to help thei.r sisters in dis
tressed areas, so it goes on, we will do well 
to listen to the voice of Youth. 

Incidentally, they did want a few extra items 
to wear. This matters a great deal when 
one is young. Although I must say I have 
never seen Berets worn at more peculiar 
angles, some looked more like pancakes! I 
am sorry, but they did! 

Australia has been nominating delegates and 
observers to the World Conference to be held 
in Greece next y€:al. The results are as follows 
- The Chief Commissioner is No.1 delegate 
of course, and Miss Lilian Mitchell, the Hon. 
Federal Secretary is the other. Mrs. S. 
McKay, Miss Jepp, from Tasmania, and Mrs. 
Charlton, the Hon. Federal Treasurer, have 
been chosen as .observers. We are all thrilled 
our Mrs. McKay is going 

Unfortunately I was unable to attend the 
Ranger Conference, which I was very sorry 
indeed about. I hear it was a good conference. 

CAMP ADVISER, VICTORIA 
It was with sincere regret that the Execu

t ive Committee, on account of her forthcoming 
trip overseas, accepted Miss S. MacLeod's re
signation as Camp Adviser after such a short 
term. 

We are very pleased to report that Miss · M. 
McDonald-well known to Victorian Guiders 
as a Guide Trainer and Camp Adviser-has 
agreed to accept this appointment, and she 
will take over from Miss MacLeod on 20th 
November, 1959. To Miss MacLeod we offer 
our sincere thanks, and to Miss McDonald a 
warm welcome. 

BETTY M. MACARTNEY, 
State Secl·etary. 

He that rises late must trot all day. 
-Benjamin Franklin. 

Rangers, we want you and need you to lead 
the younger members. 

I was very pleased I could attend the Guiders' 
Conference even only for a short while. What 
a wonderful sight it was, packed to overflowing. 
Miss Florence Christian gave us a splendid 
address. I, personally, have never heard her 
give otherwise, has anyone? We are very for
tunate to have so many friends who not only 
come whenever possible to help us, but give 
us so much food for thought. These days 
objectives are rather apt to get lost, over
whelmed by rules and regulations. We do 
try and keep to what should be done, common
sense should playa very great part in Guiding. 
It is most necessary to get the fundamental 
principles right and working, from that should 
come the rest. Good soil and ingredients pro
duce lovely trees, lovely trees produce good 
branches, and so it goes on. Everything needs 
care and attention. 

How lovely the Spring is, everything making 
a new start in life. If you stand quietly in 
the presence of spring flowers and blossom
ing trees it gives renewed strength and thank
fulness for such blessings of beauty. I could 
write pages on flowers, but these are not gar
dening notes - at least I don't think so! 

JACYALLOCK 
This lovely property in Tarango Avenue, 

near the Guide House, has been lent to us for 
about 10 years. It will be ready to use in 
November, 1959. Accommodates 10, has no 
electric light, but is very comfortable. Rental 
is 2/- per night per person, or £6 / 6/- per 
week for L.A.'s or Guiders on holi.day. Book
ings can be made as long ahead as you desire 
through Miss Wirth at Headquarters. Booking 
fee, 1/ -. Rents include wood, but not kero
sene for the lamps. 

This House is ideal for P.L.'s trainings. A 
camp site is available too, and equipment can 
be rented from Elsternwi.ck L.A. Mrs. James, 
from Scon.sby, is looking after the property, 
so contact her if in doubt over anything. 

Please talk about this place to all your 
friends, and USE IT. 
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GUIDERS' MEETING 
FIELD DAY, STUDLEY PARK 

SATURDAY, 31st OCTOBER, 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

If coming from city, catch Kew or North 
Kew bus in Flindus St!'eet to Studley Park 
Road. Alight at first stop after bridge, and 
follow notices fTom there. 

Brownie, Guide and Ranger Guiders and 
Commissioners and Scouters are invited to 
attend the Training Department's Fi£:ld Day 
on Saturday, 31st October. The proposed pro
gramme is as follows:-

11 a.m. - 12 noon - Tent Pitching. Nature. 
Brownie Naturecraft. 

12 noon - 2 p.m.-Lunch. 
2 p.m.-Speaker from Police Search and 

Rescue Squad. 
3 - 4 p.m.-Demonstration of Tent Pitching, 

etc. 
4 p.m.-Afternoon Tea. 
4.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.-Country Fire Authority: 

Speaker and Demonstrations. 
6 p.m ... 7.30 p.m.-Tea. 
7.30 p.m. - 9 p.m.-Campfire. 

All those attending are asked to come en
tirely self-contained as regards food, utensils, 
etc., for lunch, afternoon tea and tea. 

We would appreciate it if you would let us 
know if you are proposing to come, but all al'e 
welcome on the day, regardless of whether 
they have advised Headquarters. 

TRAINING WEEK-30th DECEMBER 
UNTIL 8th JANUARY. 

The Summer Training WeE.k will be held at 
the Guide House, Yarra Junction, for Brownie, 
Guide and Ranger Guides. All aspects of 
general training will be covered at this Train
ing We(k, and further details have been sent 
to District Commissioners. 

There will also be a Training Week at the 
Guide House during the Easter period, details 
of which will be announced later. It would, 
howE.ver , help the Training Department if we 
could have an early indication of anyone in
tending to apply. 

-Courtesy Mr. A. J. Swaby, Sec. S.G.A.P. 

S. G. A. P. 
In the last few years new ventures have 

opened up with regard to our wildflowers 
The rapid development of our towns has 
wrought a big change in OUT countryside and 
in our native flora. Many of the places we 
WE.nt to as Guides no longer exist; in its stead 
has come the need to care for the existing 
flora in two ways-in Sanctuaries and by cul
tivation. A new body, numbering over 600 
people, and called the Society for Growing 
Australian Plants, has made great strides. 

The latEst thing regarding the study of 
wildflowns is to grow them in your own 
garden. The wildflower walk in the Botanic 
Gardens is a good illustration. 

Could the growing of one Australian wild
flower be included in the Gardener's Badge? 

-J.H. 

LIFELINE THROWING AND FIRST-CLASS 
HALF-DAY HIKE. 

An afternoon will be conducted by Mrs. 
Williamson on Saturday, 14th November, from 
2 p.m. till 6 p.m., at the Scout Hall, Chelten
ham Park, just outside the Cheltenham 
Station. We suggest Guiders wishing to at
tend should bring a light two·course meal to 
cook. If you have a lifeline in the Company 
that would also be useful for practising life. 
line, please bring it with you. 

CYNTHIA WALKER, Training Adviser. 



m A Oct.ober, 1959 * Pag~ Five 
. aldJ:Z ___ ---..".....-------",,.,,...---~-__,__-------

TH INKING DAY PENNIES 
The pennies that Guides and Brownies bring 

on Thinking Day are scattered all over the 
wo:t;ld. In 1958 they enabled AUSTRIAN 
Guides to retain their Headquarters; sent 
BELGIAN tr ainers to the Congo; made it 
possible for Guides to help rehabilitate a vil
lage after floods in C~YL.ON; supplemented 
a UNESCO travel grant so that a Brownie 
Guider from SARA W AK, BORNEO, could ex
tend her tour of Europe; sent to an Extension 
Conference in Sweden an IRISH Guider who 
had worhd among handicapped children; sent 
a representative of the World Association to 
ISRAEL, .one of our new Tenderfoot members, 
to strengthen that link with our world-wide 
family; sent a representative to SPAIN in 
.order to ensure that this country was ready 
to become a Tenderfoot member; and imple
mented a plan for an AFRICAN organiser
trainer to travel around the native areas of 
South Africa so that these children could join 
our sisterho.od. 

* * * 
Countries -which are making steady progress 

towards the day when they can be accepted 
by t he World Association as Tenderfoot mem
bers are THAILAND and VIETNAM. The 
Thinking Day Fund paid for eight Guiders 
from Thailand to attend a training camp in 
Burma; and two Commissioners from Viet
nam (who spent three months in Europe 
financed by the Asia Foundation) were able 
to extend their tour to make the best possible 
use of , their time. 

* * 
, The Fund has been used to take Guiding to 
REFUGEE CAMPS, where it has given re
newed strength and hope. A group of girls in 
a camp in India were morose and depr essed, 
although they had received some training as 
mothers' aids, no prospective employer would 
so much as glance at them. After a Guider 
had made contact with them and helped them 
to adjust their attitude, they found a mean
ing in life, and some were accepted as creche 
attendants in the rural areas. 
.. In Germany, ."FRIENDSHIP GROUPS" 
comprising all nationalities of Guides living in 
that country were formed to meet together, 
exchange ideas and get to know each other, 
and a joint camp was held with the assistance 
of gran~s · fl'o~ , the -Thinking ·Day Fund, as well 

as financial help from Guides in other coun
tries 

* * * 
The WORLD ASSOCIATION T'RA VELLING 

COMMISSIONERS have continued to visit 
many countr ies where Guiding is spreading 
and gathering strength. There has been pro
mising progress everywhere despite differ
ences in tradition, creed, language and con
ditions. 

Asia Foundation generously provides for a 
Travelling Commissioner in the Asian area, and 
Thinking Day pennies make it possible to send 
qualified trainers to follow up her work, and 
to hring potential Guiders to other countries 
for training. 

* * * 
Four WORLD ASSOCIATION GATHER

INGS have been, and are to be, held in Fin
land, Fiji, Mexi.co and Pakistan, as well as a 
Patrol Leaders' gathering at Our Chalet in 
Switzerland. 

* * * 
As need arises, grants from the Fund are 

made to OUR CHALET, OUR CABANA in 
Mexico, and to OUR ARK in London. By her 
Thinking Day pennies a Guide is able to reach 
out to the furthermost corners of the world 
and share the ideals and the joy of the Game 
she is playing. 

INTERNATIONAL INVITATION 
We have been sent a very warm invitation 

on behalf of the Guides de France t.o attend 
the 7th Catholic Conference ,of their country. 
It is being held from Thursday, 2nd June, until 
Tuesday, 7th June, 1960. Those who are able 
to stay longer will receive invitations for hos
pitality- in French families for a week before 
or after the Conference, and will have oppor
tunities to visit Paris and its surroundings. 
It is advised that those chosen should come 
from National Committee members, District 
Commissioners, Trainers, Group Leaders and 
members 01 Advisory Committee. 

Should there be any people who may be 
overseas, and would like to attend this Con
ference, I would like them to forward their 
name to me not later than 31st .october, 1959. 

ELIZABETH PEARSON, 
State International Representative. 

Berwick, VictQrj/!. , 
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CALLED TO HIGHER SERVICE 

C) MR. C. O. FAIRBAIRN. 
Everyone in the farthest 

• circles of the Girl Guide Move
ment has been saddened with 
the sorrow of our State Com

missioner, as her husband has been called to 
Higher Service. Thoughts of loving sympathy 
will come from U.S.A., from Great Britain, 
and many countries where Girl Guides and 
Girl Scouts have known her well, as counsellor 
and comrade in the conferences of the World 
Association and at British Commonwealth 
Headquarters. With them, Guides of Aus
tralia, and of Victoria especially, if we may 
claim the nearest intimacy, offer their deep 
affection. 

In memo:'y of Mr. Fairbairn we express the 
news in the symbol and the words our Founder 
Chief Scout left with us, for with our thoughts 
come waves ef gratitude for himself in his 
life amengst us, and for his great gifts to' 
us-the gifts ef time, enceuragement, unselfish 
generosity in every way threugh which it was 
pe:,sible for Mrs. Fairbaixn to' be Commissiener 
fer the children of Skipten, near their home, 
eur Internatienal Ddegate, our Chief Cem-

• missioner, eur State Cemmissioner, as well, as 
always, eur sister Guide and eur friend. 

So' memories, gratitude and admixatien are 
mingled with eur leving sympathy in a mes
sage which is difficult to' express, but will, we 
fed, be understeed. 

(Cencluded frem page 17) 

fees and to' help the Northcet~ Helping Fland 
Associatien for Mentally Retarded Children. 

Two years age we were able to give them a 
denatien. Other places that we have been able 
to' a~sist in this way are the Alfred Hospital, 
Kew Cottages and Paster Deug Nichells' 
Aberiginal Girls' Hestel. 

By deing this werk the girls feel they aTe 
helping, not only these cencerned, but alsO' the 
Ranger Branch. 

GUIDERS' CONFERENCE 
"What a thrilling experience it is to see sO' 

many Guiders present." These werds were 
spehn by Miss Flerence Christian, guest 
speaker at the 1959 Gui.ders' Cenference, and 
such was indeed the case. Close en 650 
Guiders packed the Public Lecture Theatre at 
the Old Arts Building at the University. 

The Conference was epened by Mrs. C. O. 
Fairbairn, eur State Cemmissioner, whO', in 
her usual endearing manner, gave an amusing 
and informative address along the lines that 
if yeu den't hear anything yeu knew yeu are 
werking aleng the correct reads, but if things 
are wrong yeu'll seen hear abeut it. She 
urged all Guiders to' carry en with their geod 
work, and said hew thrilled she was that 
Guiding was growing sO' quickly in Victeria. 

Miss Christian's address was entitled "The 
Cemmunity and Yeu." She said the saying, 
"Once a Guide, always a Guide," was indeed a 
true ene, and she felt that the Mevement was 
gaining through its heightened pUblicity and 
the fact that it kept abserbing new ideas. 
The individual is sO' impertant, said Miss Chris
tian, it take enly a spark to' start a ferest 
fire, and, i.f enly ene persen has the ceurage, 
sincerity and convictien to carry their ideals 
threugh, this could spread threughout the 
werld. Ce-eperatien with ether Yeuth Meve
ments is the keynete ef pregress in the cem
munity-each has its part to' play. When B-P 
started the Mevement 50 years age, his ideals 
were 50 years in advance ef the education 
standard of that time-it is a challenge we 
must accept to' keep eurselves ahead, always 
pu~hing ferward to' the jeb in frent, and net 
leoking back fer teo leng en what has gone 
past. 

Miss Jean Barclay thanked our speaker, and 
the Cenvener presented her with a Guide Ever
sharp pencil as a mementO' ef her visit. 

The Cenference then pregressed with the 
intreductien ef the Assistant State Commis
sioner, Mrs. S. McKay, and the State Secre
tary, Miss B. Macartney, whO' beth addressed 
the Guiders. 

The two films, "The Wider World" and our 
ewn Internatienal Camp film, beth preved very 
successful, and Miss Peg Barr ran a delightful 
camp-fire to close preceedings on the Satur
day. 

(Cencluded feet next column) 
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"TO LIVE TOGETHER IN PEACE AS 
GOOD NEIGHBOURS" 

United Nations Day, 24th October, is the 
anniversary of the day in 1945 when the United 
Nations Charter was ratified by its ori.ginal 
members. In Melbourne this day is cele
brated by the raising of the United Nations 
Flag at the Shrine of Remembrance at 9 a.m. 
To this impressive ceremony come representa
tives of all nations and organisati.ons. The 
presence of Girl Guides in uniform shows that 
we support the principles and purposes of 
United Nations. The purposes of United 
Nations are:-

To maintain international peace and security; 
to develop friendly relations among nations; 
to co-operate internationally in solving inter
national economic, social, cultural and humani
tarian problems and in promoting respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

While the work of United Nations goes on 
all the time, many people are unaware of its 

GUIDERS' CONFERENCE (Continued) 
The Sunday morning activities were well 

attended, and all Guiders agreed that they 
were really worthwhile. Sunday afternoon 
was also well attended and proved very in
teresting. 

Our Extension Adviser, Miss Mary Lambe, 
talked about the Extension Branch, and showed 
colour slides on the Interstate Extension Camp 
held last January. 

At the Guides Own, the prayers were read 
by Miss Elaine Moran, the reading by Miss 
Sheila MacLeod, and the address was given 
by Deaconess Elizabeth Alfred, a Ranger Cap
tain, who summed up the Conference week
end with the text, "Ye are the salt of the 
earth," stressing that, if the salt has lost its 
savour, then the earth will lose its pleasant 
taste; so, if we lose our savour, our Guiding 
could be come stolid and dreary. 

The election resulted as follows :-State 
Council Representatives, Mrs. J. Barrett, Miss 
Norma Lee, and Miss M. Z . .owen. Mrs. Cock 
was again recommended to the Executive Com
mittee as a representative on the United 
Nations Association. 

Many other interesting and exciting things 
happened during the week-end, but space does 
not permit the detailing of them all. If you 
want to know what happens at a Conference, 
then come to the next one! 

NORMA D. YOUNG. 

·significance and great importance. Thus 
United Nations Week is designed to bring this 
before - us. It i.s suggest~d that Guide meet
ings in the third week of October might be 
planned to show the Guides some working as
pect of United Nations. This can be done by 
inviting a speaker f rom the United Nations 
Association of Vi.ctoria, or showing films or 
film strips which can be borrowed iTom the 
same source. It is also of interest to tell 
Guides about the various specialised agencies, 
what they stand for and how they work. 
For example, the name letters, W.H.O., 
which stand for World Health Organisa
tion, deals with health problems in many 
parts of the world. Spraying of areas 
where malarial mosquitoes cause deaths and 
sickness to enormous numbers, innoculations on 
a large scale against such diseases as tuber
culosis, yaws, etc.; always assisting the health 
services of the country concerned to raise their 
own health standal'ds. Another example is 
F.A.O., which stands for Food and Agricul
tural Organisation. Here again the work is 
done to help nations raise their standard of 
living, to improve the nutrition of peoples of 
all countries, to increase the efficiency of farm
ing, forestry and fisheries; to better the condi
tions of rural people and, through these means, 
to widen the opportunity of all people for 
productive work. 

U.N.I.C.E.F. is the Uni.ted Nations Chil
dren's Fund, which works towards feeding the 
millions of starving children, protecting them 
from disease, training the mothers in hygiene 
and care. Illustrated pamphlets on all these 
subjects, and many more, can be obtained at 
United Nati.ons Association's Headquarters in 
Melbourne. It is important that Guides should 
know that such work is going on and why. 

Do they know that in Baden-Powell Cen
tenary Year (1957) the Girl Guides of Pakis
tan each helped U.N.E.S.C.O. by undertaking 
to teach one illiterate person to read and write, 
or helped in groups to teach simple hygiene 
and first aid to poor village families? 

It is vitally important that we of the Girl 
Guide Movement give our support to the 
United Nations in its determined effort to help 
the peoples of the world to raise their standard 
of living, health and security-for surely this 
carries out the second part of our promise "to 
help other people at all times." 

-N.B.K. 



Page Eight * October, 1959. m IJ I ______________________________________________ aH~a 

"COLORADO ROUND-UP" 
A last wave, a final whirr of the propellers 

of the plane as it taxied down the runway, and 
then I was off for an experience that I will 
remember all my life-a trip to U .S.A. It 
seemed unbelievable that the journey I had 
looked forward to for so long had at last 
started. 

The purpose of my trip was to attend the 
Girl Scout Round-Up in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, U.S.A., with Barbara Bell, 19, a 
Ranger from Queensland. During the flight 
Barbara and I were practically jumping out 
of our skins with excitement. The plane 
stopped at Fiji, Canton Island, Honolulu, and 
finally San Francisco. We were at last in 
U.S.A. 

After staying a couple of day in San Fran
cisco, we flew to Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
where we stay£·d in a hotel with the 139 other 
International girls. 

Although there was a great number of dif
ferent languages spoken, we soon made friends 
with girls f rom all over the world, and badge 
swapping and talking became incessant. 

The purpose of our stay in the hotel was 
for us to be briefed on the life, education, 
history, government, teenagers, scenic views , 
economic affairs and Girl Scouting in the 
U.S.A. 

After four days of this orientati.on, we were 
taken in buses to the camp, and the sight 
that awaited us was unbelieveable. The camp 
stretched over 1200 acres, and a city of tents 
covered this land, as there were 10,000 girls 
at the camp from twenty-seven different 
countries . 

The camp was divided into six sections, four 
camps in each section, ten to eleven troops in 
each camp, and four Patrols in each Troop. 
.only one Troop in each camp was an Inter
national one, and in this Troop there were two 
girls from the same country in each of the 
four Patrols, thus having eight Internationals 
from four countries in each Troop. 

To fill in our time at the camp there were 
special consultants on a number of the mo~t 
popular hobbies, so that one could obtain know
ledge on her interest by talking it over wi.th 
a specialist. Also each Patrol gave a demon
stration typical of her State. There was also 
a nature trail, some square dancing and a tour 
to the U.S. Airforce Academy, Garden of the 

Gods, and to a Chuck waggon-so you see we 
were vel'y busy. 

The Closing Ceremony at the camp im
pressed me greatly. One girl from each coun
try read a wish for peace and threw j.t into 
an enormous camp-fire. After the ceremony, 
the fire was put out and a piece of wood was 
given to each country to take home and burn 
on Thinking Day. It was a very impressive 
ceremony to end a wonderful camp, for it 
showed that the longing for peace is universal. 

After the camp ended, we packed our bags 
rather sadly, and then Barbara and I set off 
for the De Anza Council of Girl Scouts in 
Riverside, Southern California. This was our 
hostess council, and we spent three weeks 
there, and whilst there visited such places as 
Disneyland, Marineland, San Deigo, Los An
geles, Hollywood, Brownie and Girl Scout 
Camps, to name but a few. 

When the three weeks were over, we packed 
our bags again and returned back to San Fran
eisco for an evaluation. There we gave our 
impressions of the camp and the way by whi.ch 
further camps might be improved, and also 
of our stay in our hostess council. 

The evaluation lasted for two days, and 
then Barbara and I returned to Los Angeles 
for a further four days' stay. 

All too soon our stay in the U.S.A. was 
over, and regretfully we packed our bags, 
farewelled the country that had been so kind 
and generous to us, and started home. 

JUDY BRADY. 

COME AND BRING AND BUY 
The Extension Rangers are having their 

annual Bring a Gift, Buy a Gift Afternoon on 
Saturday, 17th October, at 2.15 p.m., at Trin
ity Church Hall, CDr. Riversdale Road and 
Waterloo Street, Camber well (Tram Stop 33) 
-Afternoon tea will be served and everyone 
is very welcome. 

Any gifts may be left with Miss D. Kane, 
41 Amsterdam Street, Richmond, or care of 
Mrs. E. Mandel'Son, Chamber of Manufactures, 
312 Flinders Street, Melbourne. 

* * * 
Assistant State Commissioner Mrs. McKay 

gave a wonderful luncheon party at Head
quarters to bid farewell to our four repr esen
tatives who are attending the Youth Confer
ence in Fiji. 



m I l October, 1959. * Page Nine aiUda _ ________ ____________ _ 

"THE POST BROWNIE" 
By NELL HUTTON. 

From time to time I am asked by many 
Guiders how they can help most with the Post 
Pack. Of course, there are a number of 
things one can do if we really get to thinking 
about it. 

Nevertheless, I feel the most important 
thing you can do i.s to get to know the Post 
Brownie in your district. I mean really get 
to know her, making her a part of your Pack. 

Being a Post Brownie 'can sometimes be 
lonely. The Post Budget comes only once a 
month, and the child must often long to be 
able to talk things over with another Brownie 
or anyone concerned with a Pack near at 
hand. 

A wonderful example of just what can be 
done was given by the Brownies of the 1st 
Dandenong Pack last August. 

The Post Brownie of their district had 
passed for 1st Class, and it was decided the 
best thing to do would be to have an after
noon for her to present her with her badge. 

Late Wednesday afternoon was the time 
for their usual Pack meeting. However, they 
decided that a Saturday afternoon would suit 
thdr Post Brownie better. For then she could 
ask her own friends, also Post Brown Owl 
and Tawny. 

The games perhaps were quieter than usual, 

but it gave everyone there the fun of joining 
in. And a wonderful time was had by all. 

But more important still was the warmth 
and the friendship that those Brownies gave. 
For one afternoon we were made to feel part 
of their Pack. There was no pity or curio
sity regarding our handi.cap. We were there 
with them just to share the fun and the thrills 
of Browine Time. 

I know that many of you may find it diffi
cult to introduce a handicapped child into 
your Pack. 

This need not be if you take the trouble to 
find out all you can about the child's disability, 
and then explain it as simply as possible to 
your Brownies. 

Df course there will be a rush of curious 
questions, so have ready simple and direct 
answers. Don't try and avoid the subject. 
That will only prolong their curiosity. 

And let your Brownies help you plan even 
the smallest detail of the meeting when a 
Post Brownie visits the Pack. 

And don't have all the games just to suit 
her. Remember she has also come to see how 
you' do it, not just how she can do it. 

So the next time your District Commis
sioner receives a letter to say there is a 
Post Brownie in your district, remember you 
can help best of all by simply making her 
feel part of your Pack. 

And even of she can only visit you now 
and again you will be surprised to find how 
readily your Brownies will accept her, handi
cap and all. 

BENDIGO L.A. ANNUAL MEETING 
The Annual Meeting of the Bendigo Local 

Association was held in the Y.W.C.A. Club 
Rooms on Friday, 31st JUly, and began with 
the President, Mrs. W. Cowling, announcing 
the exciting news that, after years of endea
vour, at last a suitable building had been 
found and would soon be purchased for a Guide 
Hall. 

Retiring Secretary, Mrs. Nuttall, in present
ing the report, said the year had been a suc
cessful one, and Treasurer, Mrs. Tandy, read 
a very satisfactory financial statement. 

Mrs. Cowling paid a tribute to the late Mrs. 
Lenn, and Mrs. Lansell, who had been respon
sible for the spread of Guiding throughout 
Northern Victoria. 

District Commissioner, Mrs. H. W. Shellam, 

and Divisional Commissioner, Mrs. C. Baker, 
rE:ported on the year's Guiding. Two more 
Companies are to be formed in Bendigo, three 
new Districts have been added, with one in 
process of being formed. We will then have 
nine Districts. 

Guest speaker was Mrs. O. G. M. Knight, 
Assist. Di.visional Commissioner of Merri, who 
had been welcomed to Bendigo at a. luncheon 
arranged by the L.A., and held in the 
!\iayoress's Room at the City Hall. 

The Mayoress, Mrs. H. W. Snell, is patroness 
and attended the luncheon. 

Mrs. Knight spoke on her Guiding experi
ences during her trip abroad. 

Afternoon tea concluded a very pleasant 
meeting. 
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THE HOSTESS BADGE 
The Guide who has earned her Hostess 

Badge wears two marks of her achievement. 
One, the badge, is removed with her uniform, 
but the other, the development of social poise, 
remains with her as a social asset. Knowledge 
of the correct way to manage even simple 
social situations is a great aid in developing 
poise. 

Letter writing is an essential part of this 
knowledge. Guides should know what is meant 
by a "f rmal" invitation and reply, and be 
capable of setting them out. Each must be 
neatly written and carefully spaced. Practice 
will hdp the Guide to overcome the difficulty 
of placing the phrases to suit the paper and 
her own handwriting in order to give a 
balanced, pleasing effect. 

A "formal" letter is always written in the 
third person, and should not be signed. Here 
are two suggested types which would be suit
able for Guides to use:-

Miss June Evans requests the pleasure of 
the company of Miss Elizabeth Macpherson 
at a Party to be held at her home, 25 Pine 
Grove, Ashwood, on Monday, 19th .october, 
1959, at 8 p.m. 
25 Pine Grove, 
Ashwood. R.S.V.P. 12th October. 
If preferred, the invitation may be set out 

with a separate line for each important item: 
Miss June Evans 

requests the pleasure of the company of 
Miss Elizabeth Macpherson 

at A Party 
to be held at her home, 
25 Pine Grove, Ashwood, 

on 
Monday, 19th October, 1959, at 8 p.m. 

25 Pine Grove, R.S.V.P., 
Ashwood 12th October. 
The reply to any invitation should corre-

spond to the form of the invitation received
i.e., if written formally in the third person, 
or written informally in letter style, the reply 
will be likewise. The words of the invi.tation 
should be followed fairly closely. For the 
above invitations the acceptance would be:-

Miss Elizabeth Macpherson has much plea
sure in accepting the kind invitati.on of Miss 
June Evans to be present at a party to be 
held at her home, 25 Pine Grove, Ashwood, on 
Monday, 19th October, 1959, at 8 p.m. 

51 Barnard Grove, 
North Kew, EA. 

(It is not essential to date a reply to that 
type of invitation, but if the date is included 
it may be placed either above or below the 
written paragraph. If preferred, the addres3 
may be written in the bottom Tight-hand cor
ner instead of the left, as given here.) 

When refusing an invitation, it is usual to 
thank the hostess and to state the reason, e.g.: 

Miss Elizabeth Macpherson thanks Miss 
June Evans for her kind invitation to be 
present at a party to be held at her home, 
25 Pine Grove, Ashwood, on Monday, 19th 
October, 1959, at 8 p.m., but regrets she will 
be unable to be present owing to a previous 
engagement. 

51 Barnard Grove, 
North Kew, E.4. 
The other letters requiTed for the test 

should be written simply and spontaneously in 
ordinary letter form. "Thank-you" letters 
should convey not only thanks, but the feel
ing that the visit was enjoyed. 

The Guide needs also to be taught how to 
introduce younger people to older ones, how 
to greet her guests cordially, and how to serve 
refreshments. Her guests' comfort will de
pend greatly on these cour tesies and on her 
ability to act naturally, thus putting them at 
their ease. . 

When doing th~ test, i.t is preferable for 
the Guide to have a small party or "evening" 
in her own home, where she can entertain per
haps four other guests and the tester. If 
two Guides wish to combine for a larger 
party, each could take her share in the wel
coming of the guests, their entertainment and 
the preparation and serving of refreshments. 
Some Guides may choose to do the practical 
part of the test at a Company meeting, but, 
whether the test is done in a private home or 
at the melting place, the candidate must still 
be responsible for the welfare of her guests 
and her ability must be judged accordingly. 
Many testers prefer the test to be done in a 
private home when pOSSible, as this is a more 
natural setting and gives the Guide greater 
opportunity to show her individuality. 

As "hostessing" is such a personal thing, it 
is not possible for one tester to assess ade
quately mo:·e than one or two candidates at 
the same time, but arrangements can usually 
be made to have more than one tester present 
when several candidates are doing the test 
together. 
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Thinking Day Suggestion 
Following the suggestion that it would be 

helpful to give detailed informati.on on "Think
ing Day" to members of the "Post" section 
before inviting them to join us at a Thinking 
Day ceremony, Caulfield District arranged a 
party to which all members of the Extension 
section were invited, the entertainment for the 
afternoon being the following .. pageant on 
"Thinking Day." 

This was written by Mrs. Shirley Hopwood, 
a Lieutenant in Caulfield Ranger Company, 
and the scenery was painted by her husband. 
She was helped in the production arrange
ments by a committee of Rangers, with the 
players taken from all Companies in the Dis
trict. The l'emaining Rangers, Guides and 
Brownies, under the eyEs of Guiders and L.A. 
members, looked after the visitors most assidu
ously. The slides of our Chalet were taken by 
Marion Houston during her visit to Europe 
with the Windsor Great Park Contingent, and 
the speaker was Judy Brady, recently returned 
from the Colorado Round-Up. 

To me the measure of the success of the 
pageant was the enthusiasm with which those 
of our visitors who were able joined in the 
singing of the World Song, and the delight
ful "thank you" said by Agnes Farago of 6th 
Brighton Extension Guides. 

(SCENE I-Portrait of B-P spotlighted. 
Slide of Lady B-P.) 

Speaker: 
On 22nd February, 1857, Robert Stephenson 

Smyth Baden-Powell was born, the Founder of 
the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides. 

On 22nd Februal'y, 1889, his future wife 
was born-Lady Baden-Powell, Chief Guide of 
the World. 

To-day we are going to tell you about the 
origin of 'I\linking Day-22nd February-joint 
birthday of our Chiefs. 

CURTAIN OPENS. 
(SCENE 2-Banner across stage. July, 

1926, 4th World Conference, Camp Edith 
Macy, United State of America. Confer
ence delegates seated on open circle. Each 
delegate stands up to speak.) 

FIRST DELEGATE: We have been think
ing about the fact that the birthdays of Lord 
'and Lady Baden-Powell are both on the same 
day. We would like to suggest that this day, 

22nd February, be a good date to celebrate an 
International Gui.de and Scout Day of some 
kind. 

SECOND DELEGATE: What a good idea! 
As it is to be International, we could think 
about our sisters and brothers in other coun
tries. In fact, encircle the World with our 
thoughts and prayers. 

THIRD DELEGATE: We could think about 
our Promise and renew it again at speci.al ser
vices! 

FIRST DELEGATE: How marvellous it 
would be if we could have a service like that 
and know that in every part of the world 
other Guides and Scouts were doing the same 
thing at the same time, and thinking of us, 
just as we would be thinking of them. 

SECOND DELEGATE: "Thinking Day" 
would probably be a good name for this spe
cial day. We would be doing a good deal of 
thinking. 

CURTAIN CLOSES. 
Speaker: 

And so it has come about that since 1927 
the joint birthday of the Founder and the 
World Chief Guide has become THE great 
day for Guides and Girl Scouts all over the 
world, and is celebrated by all members of 
the Movement, from the youngest to the 
oldest, throughout the countries which are 
members of the W orId Association of Guides 
and Girl Scouts. 

.on this day-22nd February, Guides and 
Girl Scouts, Brownies and Rangers, think es
pecially of their sist€:T Guides in other lands; 
they exchange greetings, hold ceremonies, and 
carry out extra Good Turns. Many of them 
rise early in the morning and meet before go
ing to school or work, and throughout the day 
the ir Promise Badge reminds them of their 
membership of a world-wide sisterhood. 

PAUSE. 
Speaker: 

In 1932, Lady Baden-Powell received a letter 
from a Girl Guide Leader in Belgium. 

CURTAIN OPENS. 
(SCENE 3-Lady B-P reading mail, seated 

at table.) 
Lady Baden-Powell: 

"This letter is from a Guider in Belgium," 
she says (reads from If;tter). "As birthdays 
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are usually celebrated by giving gifts, surely 
members of the Movement might-on Think
ing Day-wish to give some small gift, such 
as a penny, to hdp the World Association 
spread Guiding to all parts of the world, so 
that as many children as possible may benefit 
from and enjoy this great Movement." (Look
ing toward audience). 

"What a jolly idea, and she's right you 
know. We could do such a lot if only we had 
more money. I shall write a letter to our 
International Magazine, "The Council Fire," 
and ask all the Guides if they will help. 

(Tu:" ns to table and starts to write.) 
Speaker! 

Dear Guides and Girl Scouts, I have a sug
gestion to make to you all. Quite soon-on 
22nd February-we come to a day that has 
been named 'Ihinking Day for Guides and 
Scouts. It happens to be the birthday of the 
Chief Seout and myself, and on that day we 
turn our thoughts specially to the Guides of 
oth(r lands, whom we have never seen, but 
for whom we have a very real affection as 
siste~' s in a great adventure. 

(Curtain closes here on Lady B-P still 
writing.) 

Does not thinking with us usually lead to 
action, and wouldn't it be nice if we could 
perhaps give somdhing-to help develop the 
world friendship which is growing slowly each 
year, and which we hope to see growing larger 
and larger all the time? 

(Curtain open here. Big box labelled "Think
ing Day Fund" stands on table.) 

Could we not each on 'Ihinking Day send a 
tiny gift to our WO:'ld Captain to help her 
with he'!' work? Th(-re are millions of us. I 
am not good at arithmetic, and will not make 
any calculations which may not come true, 
but a penny, or two cents, or four annas, or 
enough centimes or groshen or helltr or filler 
or ore to make the same value is not an 
immense amount, especially when it is perhaps 
saved o:r earned, and given with a willing 
hand. 

A Guider in Belgium thought of this idea, 
and gave it to me to hand On to you. 

If you feel you can spare just a tiny per
sonal offering for your sister Guides and 
Girl Scouts of other lands, then give your 
penny, or ycyur CEnts, or your centimes, 
straight away to your leader, and ask her 
to send it to the World Association ... then 
we shall have to call it Thanking Day instead 

of Thinking Day. 
Yours affecti.onately, 

OLAVE BADEN-POWELL. 
Speaker (still): 

This letter appeared in the January, 1933, 
issue of "The Council Fire," and since then 
contributions have been coming in steadily to 
the World Bureau. 

(SCENE 4 (continued)-World Flag at back 
of stage. Guides dressed in Guide uni
form of 16 other countries come forward 
one at a time holding large cardboard 
badge and name of country. Drop coins 
in Thinking Day Fund box and announce: 
Pennies from Australia, etc. Then form 
half-circle around stage and sing "The 
Chief," everybody joining in.) 

CURTAIN IS OPEN. 
Guides come forward. 

Pennies from Australia. 
Francs from Belgium. 
Cruzeiro from Brazil. 
Kroner from Denmark. 
Francs from France. 
Pennies from Great Britain. 
Annas from India. 
Lira from Italy. 
Pesos from Mexi.co. 
Florins from Netherlands. 
Kroner from Norway. 
Annas from Pakistan 
Pesos from The Philippines. 
Marks from Suomi Finland. 
Francs from Switzerland. 
Cents from U.S.A. 

CURTAIN CLOSES AT END OF SONG. 
Speaker: 

Perhaps you will wonder where all the 
money goes to that is collected on Thinking 
Day. 

The aim of the World Association is to put 
Guiding and Girl Scouting within the reach 
of every girl who wants it, and through co
operation to promote friendship between girls 
of all nationalities, so the pennies travel far 
and wide. 

In 1938, Thinking Day Fund helped to buy 
and equip the World Association Guide House 
in London, so well known as ".our Ark." 

(SCENE 5-Two Rangers walk on stage in 
front of curtain. Packs on back in Ran
ger uniform. Walk to centre, half face 
each other, half face audience.) 

FIRST RANGER: "We had a wonderful 
trip from Australia, didn't we?" 
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SECOND RANGER: "Yes. I wonder where 
we can stay a fe:w days here in London?" 

FIRST RANGER: "What about Our Ark in 
Palace Road? Guides and Rangers of all 
countries stay there when travelling abroad." 

SEC.oND RANGER: "Yes. Let's go there 
and see if they have room for us." 

They walk off stage. 
CURTAIN OPENS. 

(SCENE 6-Rangers reappear, approaching 
background of ".our Ark" doorway. Stand 
and look at it, talking.) 

FIRST RANGER: "Here we are at last. 
See the World Flag flying from the top of 
the building!" 

SECOND RANGER: "Yes, and look at the 
Trefoil on the door-knocker. Have a good look 
at the Warden's desk as we go in. Victoria 
presente:d it to Our Ark. The Warden's name 
is Miss Barfus, and she comes from Victoria. 
Let's go in." 

CURTAIN CLOSES as they walk towards 
door. 

(SCENE 7-CURTAIN OPENS. G.I.S. 
Guiders and Rangers are giving clothing 
to D.P.'s, mothers and children. Another 
Ranger is giving out parcels of food.) 

Speaker: 
In 1945-46 the Thinking Day Fund became 

a Helping Hand Appeal to assist Guide Or
ganisations in countries which had suffered 
during the war. It also provided teams of 
trainers to work among Displaced Persons in 
Europe, and during 1949-50 a Travelling Com
missioner worked amongst the Guides in D.P. 
Camps. 

(SCENE 8-Slides (Marions) of Our ChalEt'. 
Rangers offstage sing Chalet song. Slides 
of Our Ark.) 

Speaker: 
From time to time grants from the Thinking 

Day Fund have been made to our three Wodd 
Centres-Our Chalet in Switzerland. 

Our Ark in London.-In 1958 a grant was 
made to .our Ark to help keep its charges 
within the reach of Guides and Girl Scouts 
passing through London or spending a short 
time there for study, training, or on holiday. 
1036 visitors from over 40 countries stayed at 
Our Ark during the fiTst eight months of 1958. 

Grants ar e also made to Our Cabana in 
Mexico. 

(SCENE 8 (continued).-Slides of Our 
Cabana. Rangers sing Cabana song off
stage.) 

Speaker: 
These small grants enable our World centres 

to keep their doors open for the thousands 
who come every year for holidays or training 
with the object of learning better to under
stand the customs and point of views of people 
from other countries. 

CURTAIN OPENS 
(SCENE 9-3rd Coy. Horseshoe of about 

10 Guides and Captain. Colour Party at 
back. Enrolment ceremony in mime. 
Salute for Promise, pin badge on, salute 
flag, salute Coy., etc.) 

In 1958.-The Girl Guides of Spain were 
anxious to become a Tenderfoot membel' of 
the World Association, and Thinking Day 
money paid for the visit of the Commissioner 
for T'enderfoot Countries to see if they were 
ready. 

The:y were ready, and are now a Tenderfoot 
member of the World Associati.on. Travelling 
Trainers also are assisted by the Thinking Day 
Fund. The recent visits of Miss Karkare from 
India, Miss Getsie Samuel from India and Miss 
Ralph from Pakistan are but a few of these. 
In 1958, Dame Leslie Whateley travelled over 
50,000 miles during a five-month tour to visit 
New Zealand, South Africa, the Philippines, 
Japan, Korea, Malaya, Thailand and Egypt. 

CURTAIN CLOSES. 
CURTAIN OPENS. 

(SCENE 10-Guides in National Guide uni- . 
form help to hold erect a hike tent, and 
two carry rucksacks.) (Used in previous 
scene.) 

Speaker: 
Without Thinking Day pennies there would 

be no money to take Guiding to girls in Re
fugee or Displaced Persons' Camps. In the 
summer of 1959 a joint camp for Guides of 
different nationalities in Displaced Persons' 
Camps will be ol'ganised, and grants from the 
Thinking Day Fund will help to provide camp
ing equipment. 

CURTAIN CLOSES. 
These sc(nes show only a few instances of 

the use that is made of the Fund. In short, 
it goes to help any project likely to keep the 
growth of the World Associati.on vigorous and 
progressive and to bring the joy of Guiding 
to more and more children. 

CURTAIN .oPENS. 
(SCENE ll-Ranger Thinking Day Service. 

Rangers in a circle.) 
(Concluded page 15) 
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SUOMI-FINLAND 
GATHERING OF YOUNG ADULTS, 

JULY, 1959. 

The evening before the camp began, the 
Finnish Guiders and Scouters gave all the 
visito:'s a party. 'Ihis was held in a re~tau

r ant on one of the many wooded islands which 
surround Helsinki. 

We were welcomed by Mrs. Helvi Sipila 
(Hdi), who is the Chief Commis~ioner for 
Finland and the Chairman of our gathering. 
Then followed games, singing, and a fashion 
par~C:e of the latest multi.coloured cottons. 

Throughout the evening everyone could be 
seen taking careful looks at their mighbours' 
uniform and badges, trying to place names and 
countries, although we all wore our names 
with our flag miniature inside a plastic trefoil. 

At Vierumaki, approximately 96 miles 
north-ea~t of Helsinki, the Finnish leadus 
came into our bus and welcomed us, after our 
hot and dUbty drive from Helsinki. The bus 
road ended at a large and beautiful lake; the 
steep banks were covered with silver birch 
trees and tall pines. A narrow track (which 
we got to know ve~y well) led us around the 
lake, near the wate'l"s eC:ge, and so, collecting 
our packs, we came to our sUb-camps. The 
three bub-camps we:'e spread around the lake, 
overlooking the watel', and everything had to 
be carried from the road, unless one of the 
canoes was free; then we paddled our food, 
water and milk·cans into camp. 

We lived in a two-man "Sopu" tent; 
rounded over cane frames, it had a ground
sheet floor and a rip-up door, and soon a tiny 
Australian flag fluttered from the top, as 
C:id the flags of No~'way, Greece, Ireland, 
Canac.a and Finland in our sub·camp. 

Breakfa~t and lunch we prepand and cooked 
in our camps, but for dinner, at 5.30, everyone 
walked, or ran, the half-mile to the Vieru
maki Sports Inbtitute Building. 

The fint morning in camp we all joined in 
p:'ayers and colours on the opposite side of 
the lake. First the Finnish flag, white with 
pale blue cross, then the World Flag, with 
Toni in the Colour Party. This day we al"o 
spent building camp, incluc.ing a plank dining 
table and birch logs to sit on. 

After dinner we gathered together to listen 
to "Celon" introduce the first topic-"What 
does to-day's community expect of a woman?" 

Beyond the green sari of the speaker we could 
see the reflections of the trees in the water, 
although the sun was still high in the sky. 
It took a little while to become used to the 
wonC:erful, long light evenings. It never be
came really dark, although between 1.30 and 
3 a .m. it was harder to read easily! 

Our first combined camp fire was so won
derful that no one could speak for many 
minutes after it was concluded. "UUa," a 
Finnish Gui.der, with Guides and Leaders, 
wrote and arranged a panorama of Finland. 
She nanated the hi"tory of the people's 
struggle for freedom and their prayers for the 
rye and barley, the cultural development, the 
good times and the bad. Throughout this, 
small scenes were dramatized around the camp 
fire of glowing birch logs. Harmonica music 
and singing could be heard in the background, 
both happy and sad songs. Music has always 
brought the people of Finland hope and peace. 
At one moment i.n the narration, the Finnish 
leade:'s came informally among us and pinned 
on to evuyone a vivid blue cornflower and a 
piece of rye-the symbol of their freedom. 

After the introduction of the first and fol
lowing two topics, which were "In which ways 

oes Girl Guiding/Scouting help a young 
woman fulfil her place i.n to-day's commu
nity?", "Are there any new ways in which 
Guiding/Scouting can help prepare members 
to meet the challenge of to-day's community?" 
-everyone was divided into small groups of 
about 10 in each. These met once or twice 
each day to discuss, to exchange knowledge 
of Guiding and customs in other countri.es, and 
to give new ideas. French and English were 
the official languages, and everything was 
translated-speeches, printed pages and in
structions. With each group was an adviser 
from the staff, helping and encouraging when 
nece~sary-Toni and I were both Chairmen of 
our respective groups. 

Between discussions, writing minutes and 
reports and meals, we swam in the lake and 
attended Groups of Interest. My choice was 
learning how to make a Finnish rug, "ryijy," 
and at the final camp fire each visiting country 
received a rug in a traditional pattern. Other 
interests were camp skills, compass, singing 
and drama and gymnastics or folk dancing. 
Most (;venings we had delightful camp fires in 
our sub-camps, before a wash in the lake, and 
then that welcoming sleeping bag. 
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On visitors' day, each country sang or 

danced at camp fire, Toni and I narrated wi.th 
actions an aboriginal legend about the 
Southern Cross. At the final camp fire each 
sub-camp dramatised three days from the 
Gathering with much satire and amusement. 
'Ihis fire was outlined with cut silver birch 
logs shaped into a trefoil (the symbol of the 
Gathering), and at different parts of the even
ing three fires were lit--memories, friendshi.p 
and gratitude. 

Amid many questions-what happens? what 
do you do? etc.-we tried a Finnish Sauna. 
Everyone sits together (all girls!) in a special 
room, while hot water is poured on to hot 
stones. After absorbing as much heat as pos
sible, we came out and had cold showers, a 
hot wash, and a swim in the lake. This "pro
cess" is repeated as often as you wish, until 
finally you come out clean, glowing and 
hungry! 

One day the whole camp made an excursion 
to the nearby city of Lahti; we visited a fac
tory where Finnish nati.onal costumes are 
made, and an Extension camp in the grounds 
of a Sanatarium. The Guides had written and 
arranged their own entertainment programme 
for us. 

Another day we walked to a Guide Camp. 
It was interesting to watch each Patrol cook
ing on stones raised to waist level on stones, 
mud and wet logs. 

An overnight hike, with sleeping bags, but 
not tents, was great fun, especially as we 
had previously handEd in om watches. Per
haps it was just before midnight, or just 
after, when Dame Leslie Whately visited our 
Patrol! 

Every spare moment was occupied during 
the last days copying music and words to 
songs and exchanging hopes or promises to 
visit Greece, Norway, Ghana, and the many 
other countries where we now have friends. 

Having the opportunity to take part in such 
a Gathering was a wonderful experience. A 
happy camp, new friendships, and ideas or 
knowledge, and, above all, the realisation that 
Guiding holes the same meaning for Girl 
Gui,des and Girl Scouts at every corner of the 
earth. 

For all this, and more that it is not possible 
to mention, I wish to say a sincere thank you 
to Suomi-Finland-KIITOS. 

RUTH KIRSNER. 

y.w.e.A. 
IN MEXICO, TOO. 

Our thoughts and good wishes are sent to 
the World ConfErence of the Young Women's 
Christian Association, September, 1959, in 
Mexico! And within Mexico, at Cuernavaca, 
the city of Our Cabana, World Centre of Girl 
Guides and Girl Scouts. Delegates from sixty 
countries will assemble at the "Y" Conference. 
Ten will travel from Australia-at least one 
from each State-with Miss Florence Chris
tian, National Secretary, who recently was 
guest speakEr at our Guiders' Conference. 

I understand that Mexico was chosen be
cause other countries of Central and Southern 
America are very expensive, but that political 
uncertainty has made difficulties which have 
been successfully overcome. 

Our Chief Commissioner for Australia, Miss 
Manning, has invited Miss Christian to see her 
on her way through Sydney, and it is grand 
to feEl a common experience and purpose with 
our sister Association. 

The country of Mexico is most interesting. 
"Conquest of Mexico," by Prescott, is the 
classic, and a new book is "Mexico, Three
Storeyed Land," by A. t'Serstevens. 

May the Conference, the Cabana, be centres 
of strength to the vast, surging, needy and 
developing peoples of the south of the Western 
world. G. SWINBURNE. 

(Concluded from page 13) 

Ranger Captain: 
"And as we close this Thinking Day Service 

our thoughts and prayers go out to Girl Guides 
and Girl Scouts of all nations with whom we 
are united by the Promise we have made, the 
Promise Baden-Powell, our Founder, trusted 
to us." 

Let Us Pray: "0 God, the loving Father of 
us all, in every country of the world, give us 
Courage, Truth, Sincerity, that with Humility 
and Gladness we may, through Thy loving 
Kindness, strengthen one another to renew our 
Promj,se and each day to live the Law. Amen." 

"Our Founder left this message with us an: 
'Look Wide, and when you think you are look
ing wide, look wider still.''' 

We will now close with the World Song. 
Everyone sing World Song (two verses). 
CURTAIN CLOSES AT END OF SONG.) 

Finis. 
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EXTENSIONS 
CHRISTMAS GOOD TURN 

About this time of year Companies and 
Packs begin to think what they are going 
to do for their special Christmas Good Turn, 
and often the suggestion is made, "Couldn't 
we help the Extem,ion Guides or Brownies?" 
The active members of the Movement are 
anxious to help those who are not so fortu
nate as themselves, and we are most grateful 
for their help and support. There are, how
ever, other ways in which they can do this, 
apart from the giving of money or equip
ment. The attitude of the able-bodied person 
towards the disabled one does a great deal 
either to add to his disability or to minimise 
it. It has often been said that the worst 
handicap of the disabled man or woman or 
child is the prejudice of the "man in the 
street," and if as Guiders we can help our 
children to overcome this prejudice we will do 
more to help the Exten!:.ions than any amount 
of money raised or equipment given. 

In this issue of "Matilda" you will find ac
counts of some ways in which active Packs 
and Companies have helped the Extensions, 
doing things with them, not just for them. 
In order to do this successfully, with happi
ness for all concerned, it is necessary to think 
a little about our feelings towards a disabled 
person, for contact with one arouses different 
feelings within us. 

A handicapped person is one with a physical 
disability-loss of hearing, or sight, inability 
to move quickly, or to move at all. All these 
are disabilities which impose a limitation on 
the effect ivtness of an indi.vidual. This is bad 
enough, ut even worse can be the attitude of 
the' community in which the disabled person 
lives, and his own reaction to his physical 
differences . 

When we meet a disabled person, our first 
reaction is probably consci.ousness of their 
handicap, and this is often shown without our 
realisation in facial E!xpression or the tone .of 
voice. There are several very common atti
tudes towards disabled people, and some can 
be very hurtful. .one of the most frequent 
is Curiosity, especially among younger people. 
They see something that is new to thEm, some
thing different, and they tend to stare. This 
is distressing to a disabled person, for no one 
likes to be differ ent or abnormal. Sometimes 

it is followed by pity, which is also hurtful. 
Pity can be felt without any real under
standing of the condition, and sometimes with 
no intention of trying to help. It often implies 
our secret conviction that we are better, or 
more effici.ent, than the one pitied. Linked 
with pity is the reaction of doing too much for 
the disabled person, particularly for the young 
child. Over-anxiety, and too much protection, 
robs him of his self-respect, and is a threat 
to his independence. If too much is continu
ally done for him, he may feel he is incapable 
of doing anything, and in some cases will give 
up t r ying. There is also a feeling of fear, 
uncertainty of the Unknown. Many able
l' o(' ied people have had little or no experience 
in dEaling with the handicapped, and are at a 
loss when such a situation arises. In such 
circumstances they are usually anxious not 
to say or do anything hurtful, but this occa
!:.ionally stems more from a desire not to show 
them"elves in a poor light than from real con-
ideration of the feelings of another. Occa

s:onally we delude ourselves we are worrying 
about the disabled when i.t is our own vanity 
which is in the forefront of our mind. 

Sympathetic undel'Standing is what we hope 
for , and it is increasing among the general 
public. The life of the disabled girl is too 
often rulEd by her disability, and her atten
tion becomes focussed on it; so, in Guiding, we 
try to find activities in which she can lose 
sight of herself, and of her disability, through 
the acceptance by other people of herself and 
her dibability. We try to develop what abili.
ties she does possess, rather than waste time 
lamenting those she has not. 

One of the greatest values of Guiding for 
the handicapped is the fact that in it the dis
abltd girl knows she has sister Guides all over 
the world. She knows she is doing the same 
things as hundreds of othel' disabled girls, 
and, what is far more important, hundreds of 
able-bodied girls are doing those same things. 
The handicapped are often set apart in a small 
group, and the sense of belonging to a world
wide sisterhood does a very great deal to 
counteract the feeling of isolation, and helps 
to make her feel "just like anybody else." 

MARY LAMBE, 
Extension Adviser, Victoria. 
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liTHE EXTENSION RANGERS" 
By DORIS KANE. 

The month of October has been set aside for 
the handicapped section of Guiding, and so I 
would like to take the opportunity to tell you 
something of the Extension Rangers, first 
about their meetings and then of the service 
to others. 

We mE:et every first and third Saturday in 
the month, when possible, from 2 to 4.30. As 
a number of the girls come by voluntary trans
port, we can never start sharp on time. 

However, we always manage to have things 
ready fOT the latecomers, such as chairs and 
the flag hoisted ready to be broken. 

Our flagpole is portable, so we can take 
it to piE:ces and store it away. 

When we have Colours, and if we are in the 
large hall, the girls form into Patrols and 
march into the Horseshoe, and, if in the small 
hall, they just form a Horseshoe. 

After Colours, we have inspection. Here 
the girls are fined a penny if uniforms are 
not neat and tidy, or shoes not cleaned, or 
badges. They are told to fall out, and we 
have Company in Council. .our Secretary, 
Captain, or one of the Lieutenants, acts as 
Chairwoman. 

Here also we discuss things that have hap
pened, coming eVE:nts, and the date of our next 
meeting. 

Following Company in Council, we some
times have a game or a short discussion on 
Law and Promise, or anything else of interest 
we think will help the Rangers. 

Then ten minutes are allowed for Patrols 
to plan what they want to do at the nE:xt meet
ing, such as who will be Colour Bearer and 
E~cort, and what test work they want to do. 

We then divide up into groups for test work. 
Pre-Enrolment and Ranger Service Star. This 
takes about three-quarters of an hour. 

Finally we like to have a sing-song before 
closing our meeting. The Colours are then 
lowered, followed by Taps. And the cars 
have arrived to take the girls home. 

And, in giving Service to Others, we find 
that there are many people in need of our help. 

For the past eight years our Rangers have 
carried out their Promise in this way. 

On 17th October we are having a Gift 
Afternoon to raise money to pay for our camp 

(Continued On page 6) 

HOW CAN EXTENSIONS FIT INTO 
AN ACTIVE DISTRICT? 

I WOULD LIKE TO TELL YOU J UST WHY. 

3rd Balwyn (Yooralla Hostel) Company and 
Pack feel really part of Balwyn District. 

Our Extension Guiders attend the District 
meetings and join in with activities whenever 
possible, including Brownie Revels, Thinking 
Day Ceremonies, etc 

The L.A. is wonderful, helping with finance, 
attending our fund l'aising functions (we do not 
collect subs. at our meetings), and we have a 
roster of L.A. members to supply transport 
when needed. They also collect used uniforms 
for us. 

The Guiders are always offering and giving 
help wherever possible, and have had some 
equipment made for us. 

And now to the Guides themselves. There 
are four active Companies in our District, and 
we are affiliated with each Company in turn 
for a period of six months. Weare given a 
list of suitable senior girls, who are willing 
to act as emergency help at our meetings. 
Four gil'ls also attend Xmas and Birthday 
Parties. They also enquire if any children are 
to be left at the Hostel during term holidays, 
so they can be visited. The affiliated Com
panies also help at Training Days and sup
plied Colour Parties until we were able to 
train our own. ThesEl active Guides have 
proved outstanding in attitude and helpful
ness, and are accepted as one of us. 

Visits are also exchanged with active Com-
pani.es for normal meetings. Weare never 
short of Company or Pack Leaders 

Our P.L.'s attended the last Div. P.L.'s 
Conference and had a wonderful afternoon. 

One of the highlights every Guider experi
ences occurred recently, when a bright-eyed 
P.L. (who uses crutches) just had a call on the 
way home from the P.L.'s University Confer
tnce, to tell me about her day there. Three 
P.L.'s from the District accompanied her in 
the car, spent the day with her, unobtrusively 
setting their pace by hers. She was treated 
just as one of the hundreds of other Guides 
present, showing the perfect example of how 
"Actives" and "Extensions" can be sisters, 
with untold advantages to both groups. 

BERNICE BILNEY, 3rd Balwyn. 
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WARRANTS 

Division Commissioners.-Mrs. J. Humph
reys, Echuca; Mrs. G. N. Frost, Croydon. 

Distri<:t Commissioners.-Mrs. M. Gooding, 
Yarram; Mrs. D. Angus, Strathmore; Mrs. W. 
P. Wattleworth, Clunes; Mrs. W. J. Cooper, 
Kyabram; Mrs. G. J . Collins, Neerim; Mrs. 
R. H. Renard, Balwyn; Mrs. E. M. Beard, 
Inverloch; Mrs. I. Wesley, Caramut; Mrs. A. 
E. Hands, Murtoa; Mrs. J. Nobelius, Narre 
Warren North. 

Captains.-Mrs. D. N. Burnet, 1st Glen
garry; Miss H. M. Critchley, 2nd Glen Iris; 
Mrs. B. Fernie, 2nd Montmorency; Mrs. T. O. 
Norton, 2nd Moorabbin; Mrs. R. Mills, 1st 
Harcourt; Miss M. Canobbio, 1st Eltham; Miss 
J . Clarke, 1st Wendouree; Miss G. M. Steer, 
1st Sebabtopol; Miss N. Blomfield, 1st Red 
Hill; Mrs. A. Greed, 1st Hamilton; Miss I. C. 
Morris, 2nd Hamilton; Miss Y. Hewat, 2nd 
Moonee Ponds; Miss V. Maude, 1st Queens
cliff; Ml·S. E. E. Sargent, 2nd Murtoa. 

Lieutenants.-Miss J. I. Riley, 2nd Traral
gon; Miss D. Downey, 1st Bairsdale; Miss E. 
Duyndam, 3rd Newborough; Miss H. Stillwell, 
1st East Brighton; Mrs. B. Warren, 1st Har
court; rs. M. Meakin, 1st Yarram; Miss B. 
Lewis, 1st Glenhuntly; Mrs. J. Greer, 3rd 
Glenroy; Mrs. J. Radford, 3rd Ringwood; Miss 
D. Hester, 1st Montrose; Miss M. Dalmau, 2nd 
Moonee Ponds. 

Brown Owls.-Mrs. D. Manley, 1st Yarra
gon; Mrs. J. G. Barratt, 1st North Balwyn; 
Mrs. E. Taylor, 1st Beaufort; Mrs. M. Davies, 
1st Tatura; Mrs. G. Trewin, 3rd Shepparton; 
Miss J. Hughes, 1st Eltham; Mrs. P. Looker, 
1st Melton South; Mrs. K. Robins, 1st Har
court; Miss P. Porter, 2nd Benalla; Miss L. 
E. Jackson, 1st Patchewollock; Miss C. J ar
man, 1st Red Hill; Mrs. E. Morley, 6th Pres
ton; Miss J. Page, 1st Kilsyth; Mrs. R. Man
son, 2nd Ballarat. 

Tawny Owls-Miss B. M. Harberger, 1st 
Marnoo; Mrs. D. Scott, 1st Carisbrook; Mrs. 
J. Williams, 1st Poowong; Mrs. W. Thomas, 
1st Flinders; Mrs. M. M. Rawlinson, 1st Mel
ton South; Mrs. L. Evans, 1st Boronia. 

RESIGNATIONS 
With Regret: 

District Commissioners.-Mrs. G. Collins, 
Bentleigh; Mrs. W. Y. Pearson, Morwell / 
Hazelwood; Miss S. Long, Coburg; Mrs. L. G. 
Weatherly, Streatham. 

Division CommilSsioner.-Mr. R. Harbison. 

APPOINTMENTS 
Welcome and Congratulations: 

Division Commissioners.-Mrs. J. F. Brown
ing, Central Murray; Mrs. K. J. MacKinnon, 
Upper Murray; Lady Pilditch, Banongill; Mrs. 
A. S. Abraham, Bass. 

District Commissioners.-Mrs. G. A. Ganley, 
Geelong West; Mrs. R. Plumley, Coburg; Mrs. 
P. Pullen, Mildura; Mrs. S Gooding Yarram' 
Mrs. V. H. Guppy, Toora; Mrs. A. J.' Turnbull: 
Clayton; Mrs. A. A. Jephcott, Morwell/Hazel
wood; Mrs. V. Honecker, Nilma; Mrs. M. 
Grant, Yarragon; Mrs. D. Morell, Mornington 
(extension); Mrs. E. D. George, Trentham 
Cliffs /Buronga; Mrs. E. Willis, East Bruns
wick. 

WARRANTS RETURNED FOR 
CANCELLATION 

Captains-Mrs. J. Brown, 1st Dandenong 
Ranger Coy.; Miss J. Walter, 1st Highett; 
Mrs. J. Ridley, 1st Seaford; Miss H. Western, 
15t Hamilton; Mrs. K. Richardson, 2nd Chad
stone. 

Lieutenants-Mrs. Toma, 1st Daylesford; 
Mrs. J. Chalkley, 1st Syndal; Miss W. Baw
den, 1st East Brighton; Miss V. E. Jewell, 1st 
Chilwell. 

Brown Owls-Mrs. D. Griffiths, 1st Highett; 
Miss J. Gi.ddings, 2nd Warrnambool; Mrs. F. 
M. Lang, 1st Beaumar is; Mrs. J. G. Barratt, 
1st Deepdene; Mrs. V. Parrett, 2nd Belmont. 

Tawny Owls-Mrs. D. F. Clarkson, 1st 
DayJesford; Miss P. Porter, 1st Benalla; Mrs. 
M. M. McFarlane, 2nd Beaumaris; Mrs. D. 
Brown, 1st Broadmeadows. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND 
DONATIONS 
AUGUST, 1959. 

GI(llorchy L.A.; Swan Hill L.A.; West Mul
grave L.A.; Warrnambool L.A.; Myrtleford 
L.A. 

FOR SERVICE 
Thanks Badges have been awarded to-Mrs. 

J. E. Wallace and Mrs. J. R. Westley, Cambel'
well / Burwood; Mrs. Noble, Mrs. Harding, Mrs. 
O'Donoghue, Mrs. Thomson, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. 
Fitzgerald, Mrs. Fox, Mrs. Moate, Heidelberg / 
Ivanhoe; Mr. J. K. Jamieson, Mr. R. H. Brad
ley, Mr. M. G. Walker, Camberwell North; 
Mrs. J. Barnes, Northcote; Mrs. J. F. Maug
han, Kew. 
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EQUIPMENT DEPARTMENT 
OPEN- Week Days : 9 .30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Saturdays : 9 .5 a.m. to 12 noon . Holiday week-ends excepted . 
Shop - - - - MF 6023 Office - - - MF 4545 

Country Cheques payable to Girl Guides Association are free of exchange. 

Country Guiders: Please add postage to Cash Orders. 
Please attach name and address when sending Registration Slips 

and Proficiency Badge Certif icates. 

GOING CAMPING? 
Sleeping Bags, all in waterproofed bags Stainless Steel Kn ife, Fork and Spoon, 
Orion Superior- A very special bag , Sets, with Steak Blade and Bottle 

fully lined with wool Scotch plaid . Opener .... .. ...... ...... . . ... .. 9/11 
Hood attached, zip fastener, light- Metal Knife, Fork and Spoon Set, 6/9 
weight, warm ; no blankets required, Torches ...... . .. ... from 6/6 to 18/-

£6/5/ - Batteries ...... 9d ., 1/-, 1/3 
Orion Special-Fully lined, with hood, Compasses, 

£6 3/11 , 7/ 11 8 /11 , 9/- and 25/6 
Wool Special- With hood ...... £4 /2/6 Sheath Knife with Bottle Opener, 10/-
Cotton-wool-Standard, with hood, Camp Knives . . ................. 4/11 

£3/12/ - Camp Mirrors ...... 2/ -
Ground Sheets, 6 ' x 3 ', hemmed, 14/ 9 First Aid Kits .................. 6/9 and 12/9 

Navy Hike Haversacks ........... . ... ... 10/9 
Frypan Sets, complete with two plates Hike Ground Sheets ............. ... 2/ -

and billy; can be hung from swivel , Overnight Bags, improved quality, 
25/- 25/-

Rucksacks - Three pockets, large, Camp Hats ..... .. ..... 13/6 
light, good quality £3/5/6 Camp Shorts ...... 20/- and 29/-

Plates, Bowls, Mugs, Teaspoons, all Camp Blouses .................................... IS/-
sizes and low prices, in stock. 

Campcraft 
Hiking and Lightweight Camping 
Practical Camp Cookery 
Bush Craft . . ............... . 
Camp Prayers . 

CAMP BOOKS 
5/9 Tie Tying Charts (2 methods ) , 
2/-
9/6 
3/-
2/-

Campcraft, by Hammett 
Green Days ....................... . 
Camp Cookery ................. . 

Girl Guides' Annual, a del ightful 

4d . each 
4/9 
2/6 
2/9 
6/-
2/-

Pioneering , by Gilcraft .............. .. . 
g ift for Christmas 12/6 Quartermaster in Camp ..... . ... . 

BROWNIES 
Brownie Badges of the World Chart, Brownie Summer Linen Hats, all 

2 / - sizes . .... .. .. ...... .... 12/6 
Brown ie Hike Haversack . . ...... ..... 7/9 Pack Holidays, great help to 
Hike Ground Sheets . . ................. 2/- Brownie Guiders ... 1/6 
Pack Holiday Information Forms, 

4d. each B. J. RAWSON, Shop Manageress. 

"MATILDA" 
" Matilda" is published on the second Tuesday each month . and is posted by the 
following Thursday. Subscription, 10/- a year, post free . Single copies, 1/-. 
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All tk6 fua of 
!COUTING aU 
GUIDING! 

IN THE 

COLOURFUL 

PAGES OF 

THIS GREAT 

NEW BOOK 

ALBUM 

If you're a Scout, Guide, Cub or Brownie, you MUST have this wonderful new 
book-album! It brings you all the adventure of life in the open ... all the fun and 
friendship of a campfire "sing-song". Filled with easy-to-follow hints to help you 
get your badges faster! Fascinating pictures all the way through with space allowed 
for 50 brilliant picture plates now included with the grand cereals listed below. Buy 
your 'Scouting and Guiding' album today - only 6d. at grocers everywhere! 

Get your copy 

f.·om your 

grocer today I 

"t.5 

LOOK FOR FREE PICTURE PLATES 
IN ALL THESE 

FAMOUS SANITARIUM PRODUCTS 

WEET-BIX, GRANOSE, Sanitarium 
CORN FLAKES, BIXIES, CERIX 
Puffed Wheat, CERIX Puffed Rice, 
WEET PUFFS, SAN-BRAN, and 

BRAN-BIX 

McKELLAR PRESS. 229-31 GLUfUllE RDAD. MALVERN PHDNE: 501875 


	Mitilda5859_0328
	Mitilda5859_0329
	Mitilda5859_0330
	Mitilda5859_0331
	Mitilda5859_0332
	Mitilda5859_0333
	Mitilda5859_0334
	Mitilda5859_0335
	Mitilda5859_0336
	Mitilda5859_0337
	Mitilda5859_0338
	Mitilda5859_0339
	Mitilda5859_0340
	Mitilda5859_0341
	Mitilda5859_0342
	Mitilda5859_0343
	Mitilda5859_0344
	Mitilda5859_0345
	Mitilda5859_0346
	Mitilda5859_0347

