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~ ~ 
~ QI4rizfmaz 2!lff£zzag£ ~ 
~ from ~tat£ <!lnmmissinu£r ~ 
~ ~ 
~. I wish you all in Victoria a Very Happy Xmas and Prosperous ~o'-

1'- New Year, and thank you all for everything you have done. ~ 

~ IRENE FAIRBAIRN. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ A A A ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ TELEVISED CHRISTMAS GREETING ~ 
~. From C.TV.9 on Christmas Day, at 3 p.m., Mrs. C. O. ~o'-
". Fairbairn will deliver a Christmas message to the people of ~ 

~ Victoria. ~ 
~ A Choir of Brownies, Guides and Rangers will sing Australian ~ 
~ Christmas Carols. ~ 

~ ~ 
~.#.~B.~~.#.~.#.~.#.~.#.~.#.~.#.~.#.~.#.~.#.~~.#. 
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The 5th October was the day chosen for 
the Annual Meeting of the State Council. It 
was a very good meeting and we are most 
grateful to all those who attended. It makes 
everyone feel grand and happy to see so 
many genuinely interested in the Movement. 
I am glad so many of us were able to see Miss 
Barr's films taken on her recent visit to 
Fiji. As a member of the Planning Commit
tee for the Adult Gathering, there was never 
a dull moment as one can imagine. We do 
thank Miss Barr for showing her films and 
for her very interesting talk about it all. 

7th October our last Divisional Meeting for 
the year. I personally appreciate these meet
ings; it does help someone like me to get to 
know your divisions better -and your individual 
interests and problems. 

10th October: What a beautiful day for 
our 21st Birthday Party at the Guide House! 
I can't remember seeing so many Brown and 
Blue uniforms at a party before. It was 
lovely. Think of those hundreds and hundreds 
of scones that were made! And that beautiful 
birthday cake! We do appreciate and thank 
Mrs. Wallace and her Committee for their 
arrangements for that lovely party. How 
long do we have to wait for the next party? 
Perhaps we can have another in four years' 
time for a Jubilee Party. I hope so! 

14th October: The Annual General Meet
ing. We were all rather wondering what 
would happen this year, as, owing to the 
over-crowdedness of the last Annual Meeting, 
we decided to move to St. Kilda Town Hall. 
It is a very large hall as you know and we 
didn't want to look lost. We were thrilled to 
have so many and it was much nicer to be 
able to move around at supper chatting to 
friends. Many older Guiders, even older than 
I am, were really elated at having an evening 
out and meeting so many of their old friends. 
Everyone enjoyed the meeting and asked me 
to congratulate all who "spoke." They de
cided you were all superb. So with much 
pleasure I pass on these congratulations. It 
does give one a lovely warm feeling when 
everything goes so well. 

How fortunate we were with our guest 
speaker! His Honour Mr. Justice Sholl was 
excellent and gave us a great deal to think 
about. Our Movement is indeed blessed with 
kind friends who in their busy lives find time 

to come and talk to us. We do thank His 
Honour very sincerely for his talk. I think 
the flowers in the hall were lovely and most 
beautifully arranged. 

15th October: Our monthly Executive. 
With the Annual Meeting so fresh in our 
minds we could chat about how good or bad 
we thought the arrangements were and .how 
we could make them better. One can always 
improve everything if one goes about it the 
right way; a little thing added hither and 
thither makes a difference. The exhibition of 
work was certainly a success; that in itself 
has great possibilities and certainly is a real 
attraction to everyone. 

27th October: Miss Macartney and I 
attended the 40th Annual General Meeting of 
the Vidor ian Division Australian Red Cross 
Society. It was an excellent meeting, com
bined with a most satisfactory report and 
financial statement. The Committee are to 
be congratulated. The highlight, I should 
say, was a very interesting address by Sir 
William Hudson, Commissioner Snowy Moun
tains Hydro Electric Authority. Briefly he 
described the Snowy Mountains Scheme and 
then followed up by a lovely film of the pro
ject. Sir William emphasised the fact several 
times of the happiness and comradeship of 
the men working on the Snowy. You know 
they come from many different countries. 

An especially interesting month for me, 
with these Annual Meetings. Getting an 
overall picture of how Guiding is progress
ing in Victoria, not so much in numbers, al
though they are most exciting, but in the 
work that has been accomplished. 

I never cease to marvel at the wonderful
ness of this Movement. All Members give 
their service; whether they are paid or not 
doesn't really come into their spirit. The 
outlook is unselfish service and one gives of 
one's best. It is truly said where God is so 
shall they thrive. We are certainly aware 
of this in this Movement. What a tremendous 
strength it produces, accompanied with so 
much happiness! 
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The Guiders' Meeting 
TRAINING DEPARTMENT 

TRAINING COURSES FOR 1960 

GUIDE GUIDERS 
Da:time: 10 a.m. to 12 noon at 457 St. Kilda 

Road, Melbourne. 
Commencing Wednesday, 17th Ff-bruary, 

1960, and continuing for 12 weeks. Fee, 7/6, 
payable at first class. Guider-in-charge: Mrs. 
G. B. Walker. 

Evening: 7.45 p.m. to 9.45 p.m. at Guide 
Headquarters. 

Commencing W(dnesday, 10th February, 
1960, and continuing for 12 weeks. This train
ing will include a week-end at Gipton, Franks
ton. All Guiders who apply for this course 
must have passed their Tenderfoot Test and be 
(·molled. We regret to advise that late appli
cations WILL NOr be accepted. Fee, 7/6, 
payable at first class. Guider-in-charge: Miss 
M. Lambe. 
BROWNIE GUIDERS 

Daytime: 10 a.m. to 12 noon at Guide Head
qU:lrters. 

Commencing Wednesday, 17th February, 
1960, and continuing for eight weeks. Fee, 
4/ 6, payable at first class. Guider-in-charge: 
Mrs. A. Sharp. 

Evening: 7.45 p.m. to 9.45 p.m. at Guide 
Headquarters. 

Commencing Thursday, 18th February, 
1960, and continuing for ei.ght weeks and in
cluding cne Saturday afte:'noon. Fee, 4/6, 
payable at first class. Guider-in-charge: Miss 
G. Roach. 

ALTERATIONS TO P.O. &R. 
SECmm CLASS TEST. 

CIa se 6.-Ddete: Describe from memory 
25 out of 30 objects as in Kim's Game. 

Substitute: Play Kim's Game. (A standard 
of 25 out of 30 should be expected. 

MARJORIE STUART, Guide Adviser. 

GUIDE HOUSE BIRTHDAY PARTY 
One of the prizes in the Browni.e Competi

tion has not bem claimed. It was for a tea
towel embroidered with a toadstool. Would 
the Pack who put in this ent!:y please get in 
touch with Miss Holtz at Guide Headquarters 
and claim their prize, which i.s an order on 
the Guide Shop. 

ANNUAL REPORTS AND 
VICTORIAN SUPPLEMENTS 

Attention Commissioners, Guiders and 
L.A. Members 

A copy of the Annual Report and Victorian 
Supplement for the year 1958/59 is available 
for each Unit, Local Association and Com
missioner. 

Would Metropolitan members who have not 
yet collected their copies, please call at 
Headquarters as soon as convenient? 

Copies for Country members, who have not 
already received them, will be sent to Dis
tricts for distribution to Packs, Companies 
and Local Associations. 

You are reminded that it is essential to 
have an up-to-date Victorian Supplement on 
hand as this booklet contains our Victorian 
rules and additions and amendments to tests 
for Brownies, Guides and Rangers, so don't 
delay in getting your copy. 

BETTY M. MACARTNEY, 
State Secretary. 

A PENNY FOR YOUR THOUGHTS 
Guiders, would you welcome a book giving 

ideas and stories for Camp Fires? 
The Publications Sub-committee would like 

to publish one, with a true Australian flavour, 
during Jubilee year. 

There will be sections covering: 
(a) Ideas for opening and closing cere

monies. 
(b) Descriptions of unusual or memorable 

Camp Fires you have attended. 
(c) Suggestions for Thinking Day (and 

other special occasion) Camp Fires. 
(d) Original stunts and Camp Fire activi

ties. 
(e) Stories (which must be original), 

preferably with !In Australian back
ground. 

(f) Any other bright ideas which might 
occur to you. 

YOUR ideas are needed if this book is to 
materialize. Please share your "brain-waves" 
with your Sister Guides. 

Contributions, addressed to The Convener, 
Publications Sub-committee, c/o Headquar
ters, should be posted to arrive not later than 
February 15th, 1960. 

MARGARET CURTIS-OTTER, 
Convener, Publications Sub-committee. 
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1960 . THE JUBILEE YEAR OF 
GUIDING 

Victorian Celebrations 
The plan to "pair" Metropolitan and Coun

try Divisions is going well. Division Commis
sioners are contacting each other about joint 
activities. 

Next year "Matilda" will have a month-to
month diary reporting briefly on some of 
your joint activities, and the plan is that 
accounts of these, with sketches, will be en
tered on loose sheets, distributed later, which 
when returned can be bound together as a 
"Jubilee Log." 

The date of the Pageant Week-end is fixed. 
The Olympic Swimming Pool, which seats 
6,000, has been booked for August 26th, 27th, 
28th. So put a ring round these dates on 
your 1960 calendars, and Division Commis
sioners or the "managers" they have ap
pointed, will get circulars with details later. 
At present the suggestion is for rehearsal on 
Friday, Pageant on Saturday, and a combined 
Service or Guides Own and a march on the 
Sunday. 

Watch "Matilda" for notices from the Guide 
Shop, which will stock special Thinking Day 
Calendars (South Australia's idea) and 
various stickers, pennants, cards and enve
lopes with the Jubilee emblem. TheDe will 
also be woven cloth and metal badges of the 
emblem, the design for which has come from 
C.H.Q. Australia may be printing a special 
postage stamp for our Jubilee. 

NEWS FROM OTHER STATES 
"Matilda" has already told you of the 

proposed Ayers Rock trip (July issue) and 
the Western Australian camp, Djindunga (see 
August. What a pity it clashes with our own 
Pageant dates!). South Australia is planning 
various activities, which a limited number 
from other States are invited to join. Ten 
patrol leaders will go to a camp at the end 
of next year and Victorian Rangers are in
vited to join Riv,er Murray cruises planned 
for next May. They also plan an "Adventure 
Trip" for young Guiders, from Adelaide via 
the coast to Albany and Perth (August, 1960). 
Queensland is proposing a Rangers' Barrier 
Reef trip. 

For the Guides, Tasmania is planning a 
special Jubilee Adventure Badge. Maybe 
Victorian Guides would like to pass this, too. 
The first issue of "Matilda" for 1960 wiII 
tell you if this is possible, and the syllabus 
decided for it. If our Guides do pass it, we 

will send to Tasmania for the badges for 
them to wear. ENID BUNNING. 

TREATMENT OF BURNS 
In a recent issue of "The Guide", in an 

arti.cle on the treatment of burns, it was 
stated that dry bandages were now used. 

We have checked on this, and our medi.cal 
authorities 5tate that treatment here remains 
as before, with wet dressings loosely applied, 
the dressings having been soaked in a solution 
of bi-carbonate of soda in the preparation of 
one teaspoon to a pint of warm water or a 
soluti.on of common salt in the preparation of 
two teaspoons to a pint of warm water. So 
would Guiders please continue to train in the 
use of WE-t bandages? 

To pr event bandages sticking to the affected 
area it must be kept moist and in order to 
do this it is only necessary to soak a piece 
of cotton-wool or linen i.n the solution and 
squ(:eze out over the dressing; thus there is 
no need to apply it in strips, and the dressing 
need not be removed at all for re-soaking. If 
possible, of course, it is better to immerse the 
whole of the affected part in the solution, as 
can be done in the case of a hand or a foot. 

For minor burns apply Butesi.n Picrate, 
which, as welt ·as being the best treatment ,is 
easy to apply and convenimt to carry in first 
aid kits, as it is available in small tubes. 
CYNTHIA WALKER, Training Adviser. 

INTERSTATE LONE CAMP 
JUBILEE CELEBRATION 

At Guide House from 12th-21st January, 
1960, the first Australian Lone Camp since 
the war. All States will be represented
Queensland, 1; New South Wales, 13; South 
Australia, 14; Tasmania, 2; West Australia, 
1; Victoria, 47. 

One Ranger Group, and two Guide Groups. 
An excursion to Healesville Sanctuary has 
been arranged, and Lone Rangers will do 
overnight hikes. 

W. L. DAVIES will be Commandant. 

Y.W.C.A. FESTIVAL OF 
CHRISTMAS TREES 

at MYER MURAL HALL ANNEXE 
between 

30th N.oVEMBER and 22nd DECEMBER. 
Proceeds for Y.W.C.A. Funds. 

The Girl Guides A;,sociation will have a 
tree in the FE-stival. 
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OUR (NEW) ARK 
(Extracts from "The Guider," October issue.) 

Michaelmas Day (29th September, 1959) 
saw for Our Ark the close of one chapter 
and the beginning of another. On that day 
we moved 'from 11 Palace Street (where for 
twenty-one years Guides and Girl Scouts from 
every member country of the World Associa
tion have been welcomed) to 45 Longridge 
Road, London, S.W.5. . .. There are rooms 
with three beds, with two beds and single 
rooms. The prices are 10/ -, 12/ - and 15/ - per 
night and this provides you with breakfast, 
baths and all amenities, including a basin 
with hot and cold water in every room. We 
can accommodate friends of Guides at an 
extra charge of 2/ - per night. 

When the door is closed on No. 11 Palace 
Street, several people will particularly be in 
our thoughts-the founders of Our Ark, Dame 
Katherine Furse and Mrs. Mark Kerr, and 
all the past Wardens. Of Miss Barfus 
("Yabinga"), who has just resigned, we will 
be thinking in terms of deep gratitude and 
appreciation. For six years Miss Barfus has 
given herself in service to Our Ark and to 
all who came there. From however far afield 
the Guide or Girl Scout came she was left in 
no doubt that the welcome given to her by 
Yabinga came from the heart; from the 
moment the guest crossed the threshold of 
Our Ark she knew that she was in a Guide 
House and that she had been accepted as one 
of the family. 

Yabinga has done much for Our Ark. No 
demand was too big and no detail too small 
if by seeing to it she added to the reputation 
of Our Ark and the welfare of those within 
it. The service which she has given so 
generously is based soundly on the principles 
of Guiding, learnt when the Movement in Vic
toria, Australia, was still in the hands of pio
neers. By living up to her ideals as a Guide 
she has shown she is a friend to all. Our 
thanks and our good wishes will be with her 
always. MARGARET HORNBY, 

Chairman, Our Ark Committee. 

Extract from "The Guider's Postbag," 
October, 1959. 

A TRIBUTE TO MISS BARF US 
As a guest from Cyprus at Our Ark for 

over a year, may I express our gratitude to 

"Yabinga" ? We love her for her happy 
spirit, her readiness to listen and her good
ness. We are grateful for her guidance and 
kindly advice to us as newcomers to England 
and we respect her as one who has shown us 
how to live as true Guides. On giving up as 
Warden, Yabinga leaves dear memories that 
will be treasured in Our Ark and in the hearts 
of all of us who have lived there with her. 

TEN FEIZI. 

STAMPS 
Parcels of used stamps have been received 

recently from the following-
1st Dareton Coy.; 2nd Murrumbeena Coy.; 

1st Carnegie Pack; 1st Red Cliffs Pack; 3rd 
Shepparton Pack; E. P. Brewster (Norrena); 
Mrs. E. Pledge (Red Cliffs); Mrs. Rautman 
(Mont Albert); and Girl Guide Headquarters 
staff. 

All donors of used stamps will be pleased 
to know that we have been able to give a 
present to the Guide House for its 21st birth
day. From a recent sale of stamps, the sum 
of £6/ 10/ - was sent to Mrs. Wallace. It seems 
that a new bed was urgently required for the 
Q.M.'s room, so the money just came in time 
for it to be purchased before Christmas. It 
is nice to know that the Guide House Q.M. 
will have many comfortable nights just from 
those used stamps you all collected. 

LORNA E. CUZENS, 
Hon. Organiser for Stamps. 

HOSPITALITY SUB-COMMITTEE 
We should like to thank all those members 

and friends of the Movement who have helped 
us so generously during the year by offering 
hospitality. You have all been marvellous. 

Now that the busy camping season is almost 
here, when we have guests from other States 
as well as fro.m country parts of Victoria, 
may we have offers of hospitality from any
one who has a spare bed? 

We do not wish to keep asking the same 
hostesses for accommodation. If anyone can 
help in this worthy way, will you please con
tact by letter or telephone, either:-Mrs. H. 
A. Barclay, Flat 4, 246 Albert Street, East 
Melbourne, JA 2683, for accommodation for 
Brownies or Guides, or Mrs. R. C. Wallace, 
657 TOOl'ak Rd., Toorak, 20-4619, for Guiders 
and Commissioners? 

1. WALLACE. 
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Some time ago I was asked by a Guider if 
Extension Guiders felt rewarded for the time 
spent doing Post and Extellsion work? I 
found this question easy to answer, so would 
the other Extension Guiders-you see, we 
often meet Rangers, Guides and Brownies 
who are grateful for so little. 

I expect most of you have already read 
"Trefoil Tales"; you may recall the chapter 
dealing with Extensions called "Knocking the 
1M out of Impossible." Perhaps you would 
like to know of similar instances; I will tell 
you about two Brownies who were patients in 
one of our big Hospitals. 

Both of them were polio. patients-shall we 
call them Mary and Ann? Mary had lost 
complete use of both her hands, and Ann had 
little use in one hand only, and they spent 
most of their time in a respirator. They both 
became Post Brownies, and Post Brown Owl 
used to visit them; they were enrolled and 
started Golden Bar, and later Golden Hand. 
Of course they could not do the ordinary 
tests, and alternatives had to be used. What 
a thrill when their tulips flowered for the 
first time! It was the show of the ward. As 
I said Mary could not use her hands, and 
when it came to the knitting section she did 
her knitting by using her toes; she made a 
beautiful white scarf. Nothing stopped them; 
they were always smiling. They learned 
semaphore by way of a Brownie wooden 
model, and a pencil in the mouth, and this 
opened up another field, for they could con
verse with one another above the noise of the 
respirator. Both Mary and Ann gained their 
Golden Hand, and also proficiency badges in
cluding Signaller. They were an inspiration 
to whoever came in contact with them, never 
giving in, always with a big Brownie smile 
to welcome you. I can still see them to-day, 
and I have amongst my equipment a small 
woollen Owl made by them. 

Perhaps you may ask what happens to the 
child when she returns home? Perhaps there 
are not any branches of the Movement near
by. On one occasion this happened, so we 
contacted our friends, the Boy Scout Asso
ciation, who had a Cub Pack in that area. 
They were a great help; they used to take 
her for outings, also for an occasional meet-

ing-a tremendous help for the child who 
is trying to overcome her difficulties and 
resume a normal life again. 

"AN EXTENSION GUIDER." 

THE ANNUAL MEETING 
Held this year at the St. Kilda Town Hall, 

in order to accommodate the increasing num
ber of members and friends who attend this 
function, the Annual Meeting of the Girl 
Guides Association of Victoria took place on 
14th October last. 

The Annual Report presented by the State 
Commissioner, Mrs. C. O. Fairbairn, re
vealed a distinct upsurge in the numbers of 
children joining the Movement and conse
quent development in all Branches. Victorian 
Headquarters staff now numbers 19 and the 
Equipment Department, under the able 
management of Mrs. B. Rawson, continues to 
expand and prosper . . 

The Financial Statement, so lucidly pre
sented by the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. R. E. 
Gregory, shows a most satisfactory credit 
balance. 

In moving the adoption of the Report and 
Financial Statement, Major-General R. J. H. 
Risson, Chief Commissioner of the Boy Scouts 
Association of Victoria, congratulated the 
Sister-Movement on its achievements and 
progress during the year. Dame Mary Daly, 
Member of the State Council, seconded the 
motion and commended the Girl Guide Move
ment as a Youth Movement second to none, 
in that its basic principles incorporate re
ligious training as well as character training 
for good citizenship. 

The guest speaker, Mr. Justice Sholl, in 
quietly reminiscent mood, compared the types 
and activities of the women of the Girl Guides 
Association with those whom he meets in 
the course of his work in the Law Courts. He 
deplored the fact that many parents take 
little interest in the recreation of their 
children. Both parents often work during 
the week and on Saturdays send their children 
to the cinema, not even caring whether their 
children did actually go to the pictures! Mr. 
Justice Sholl, who is a member of the Council 
of the Boy Scouts Association, paid a par
ticular tribute to the standard and organisa
tion of the Girl Guides Association. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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YOUNG ADULTS' GATHERING - Suva, Fiji, 1959 
"A new world could be built with mutual 

sympathy, understanding and trust." 
Thi5 was the theme of all four World Asso

ciation Gatherings for Young Adults held 
during 1959. Eight Guiders from Australia 
were fortunate in being able to participate in 
the Gathering held in Fiji in September, 
where we gained knowledge and understand
ing of people in the Pacific Region. Nine 
countries were represented - Canada, Cook 
Islands, New Zealand, Samoa, Tahiti, Tonga, 
U.S.A., Fiji and Australia-59 delegates in 
all. 

The Gathering was held in the Girls' Gram
mar School at Suva and much of our discus
sion took place in the Guide Hall in the 
grounds of the school. Each day contributions 
were made by different countries during 
which delegates told of their way of life, 
customs, demonstrated dances and songs and 
gave an ouline of Guiding in their countries. 
Australia's contribution included short talks 
on our history and way of life, aboriginals, 
the Flying Doctor Service and Question Time. 
We sang The Bush Night Song and Jabbin 
J abbin and performed the first officially recog
nised Australian Folk Dance-the Jacaranda 
Dance. The Guides from Grafton sent paper 
Jacaranda flowers and leis for us to use for 
the dance. 

Several countries arranged exhibits-New 
Zealand made a Maori exhibit showing lovely 
weaving and crafts; Cook Islands showed 
most interesting basket making and hand
crafts. Australia's exhibit included flora, 
fauna, countryside, industry and aboriginals 
and we had taken a supply of pamphlets and 
post:rs which were later distributed to dele
gates, many of whom were teachers and thus 
especially interested in them. 

During sessions and discussions we dis
covered the varied and important work of 
the specialised organisations within the United 
Nations-the work of the World Health 
OrganL ation and how diseases are gradually 
being brought under control by immunisa
tion an health education. ' The U.N.E.S.C.O. 
Courier, a magazine which is issued monthly, 
we found to be full of topics of worldwide 
interest and importance. 

We discussed The Place of Women in the 
Pacific. Each country outlined the place of 
women in their own community, and it was 

agreed that with more education being avail
able to women in all countries their influence 
will be stronger, and will come through the 
homes. "Education does not mean becoming 
Europeanised-it means choosing from other 
lands and peoples such things as will pro
mote a healthier and richer life and using 
them in your community." We discussed what 
contributions could be made to civilization by 
Europeans and by Islanders. Some things 
mentioned were that Islanders could give 
many personal characteristics such as friend
liness, generosity, family solidarity, true 
politeness, keenness to learn, shown by their 
command of more than one language. Some 
things European have given include educa
tion in health rules, communications and 
radio, books, etc. 

Discussions took place on Signposts of 
Guiding; How Guiding activities are adapted 
to suit the Pacific area-e.g., Bedmaking in 
Samoa is replaced by care and rolling up of 
sleeping mat, snakebite treatment in Aus
tralia, etc.; and what Guiding can contribute 
to the community and the world. How can 
we make the International aspect of Guiding 
real to the Brownie, Guide and Ranger and 
overcome the many obstacles confronting 
Guiders-isolation, lack of knowledge, finance, 
etc. ? We thought that exchange of corres
pondence and gifts, inviting people of other 
lands to visit the Company, include inter
national games, songs and dances in the pro
gramme, the World Association colouring 
books, special international days or weeks, 
and any personal contact that could be made 
would bring countries closer. 

These are but brief outlines of some of the 
talks and discussions which stimulated our 
thinking and made us realise that we have a 
challenge to carry out in widening the inter
national understanding of the Guides as far 
as possible and helping to build a new world 
with mutual sympathy, understanding and 
trust. 

Before, during and after the Conference 
we went on tours which enabled us to see 
more of the Island of Viti Levu and the Fijian 
way of life. On arrival at the International 
Airport, Nadi, we were taken by bus to Lau
toka where we spent our first night. From 
there we travelled around the West Coast to 
Korolevu. We stayed at a most luxurious 
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hotel which consisted of small bures (Fijian 
houses) where we slept, four or five in each 
house, and attached to these, in the same 
grounds, were community dining room and 
lounge. Whilst at Korolevu we spent our 
time swimming, walking out on the reef, etc., 
but the most enjoyable experience for us all 
was a visit to a nearby Fijian village. We 
were welcomed by the Village Chief who in
vited us into his Bure to drink the traditional 
Kava. 

On Monday, 31st August, at approximately 
5 p.m., our bus drew up at the Girls' Gram
mar School where we were given the most 
enthusiastic welcome imaginable. The Island 
girls had all arrived earlier and made it 
their business to see to our comfort and get 
to know us without wasting any time at all. 
Before we had been in the school more than 
half an hour we were assembled in the Com
mon Room joining in the singing and dancing 
with the Island girls. 

The Gathering was opened by Lady Mad
docks, wife of the Governor of Fiji. Lady 
Maddocks was particularly interested in the 
Gathering and at her own request attended 
sessions on more than one occasion. She also 
invited us to a Tea Party at Government 
House and we had the opportunity to walk 
through their beautiful grounds. The Mayor 
of Suva gave us a Civic Welcome at the Town 
Hall, and the Guides formed a Guard of 
Honour for us. The Guides of Fiji enter
tained us by giving a feast at the Adi Cako
bau School, about 12 miles from Suva. This 
was followed by much singing and dancing 
and was a truly wonderful evening's enter
tainment. 

One day we went on a "cook-out" and dele
gates were asked to prepare one of their 
national hike dishes, thus enabling other coun
tries to see what they cook when they go 
hiking. The Canadian repr.esentative prepared 
a stew, New Zealand cooked damper, the In
dian Guiders from Fiji cooked a curry dish, 
Cook Islanders prepared fish and vegetables 
which were cooked in a Maori-type oven. Our 
diet that day was very varied, but it was also 
most enjoyable, and we learnt many things 
which we hope to tryout now that we have 
returned to Australia. 

On the Sunday, delegates attended their 
own church services in the morning and in 
the evening we were taken to the Fijian 
Methodist Church. This Service was con
ducted in Fijian and was one of the most 

impressive services many of us had ever 
attended. The choir sang without music or 
conductor; they sang with their hearts and it 
was all spontaneous. 

We hope we have been able to pass on to 
you some of our experiences in Fiji-it was 
wonderful! We agree that the Girl Guides 
of Fiji and New Zealand should be congratu
lated-they were charming hostesses, and did 
all they possibly could to ensure our comfort 
and enjoyment. 

-"The Team." 

HOW TO SALUTE 
The Guide Salute is fir st and foremost a 

gr eeting sign. It is also used as a sign of 
respect and loyalty on occasions when it is 
used during "God Save the Queen" or to salute 
Colours. 

The Guide Salute is used when in full uni
form, that is, when wearing beret or hat. It 
is made by bringing the arm forwards and 
upwards till the fingers, held in the Guide 
Sign, touch the brim of the hat or the edge 
of the beret. The salute is completed by 
bringing the arm forward and down to the 
side. 

Care should be taken not to bend the head 
to med the hand, and not to bring the elbow 
further out to the side than necessary. This 
salute is used by all br anches of the Move
ment except the Sea Section. 

The Guide Sign is the spechl way that 
Guides greet each other when not in uniform. 
This is made by bending the right arm up so 
that the hand is in f ront of the shoulder. The 
first three fingers point up to represent the 
threefold Promise of the Guides, while the 
little fingEr i.s held down by the thumb. 

This sign is used when the Recruit makes 
her Promise at her Enrolment. -LM. 

-"The Guider." 

ANNUAL MEETING (from page 7) 

A vote of thanks to the speakers was pro
posed by Mrs. R. C. Wallace and to our 
Honorary Advisers, Hon. R. J. Hamer, M.L.C., 
Messrs. R. E. Gregory, J. F. W. Ballantyne 
and A. G. Hooke by Mrs. G. Walker. 

At the close of the meeting, on behalf of 
all members of the Movement, Mrs. D. Curtis
Otter most capably and sincerely thanked 
Mrs. Fairbairn for her inspirational leader
ship. This tribute was warmly acclaimed by 
all present. 



SEMAPHORE PHONETICS FOR 
BROWNIES 

"As some Brownies are finding the NATO 
phonetics difficult when doing Semaphore, 
may we suggest changing back to the old 
phonetics beginning Able, Baker, Charlie, 
etc. ?" 

This question was asked at the recent 
Guider's Conference. Some Guiders felt that 
we had not had time to really tryout the 
NATO phonetics, while others felt v·ery 
strongly that the "Able, Baker Charlie" was 
better for Brownies. 

For twelve months it has been decided that 
either phonetic alphabet may be used. 

At the end of November, 1960, the position 
will be reviewed and Guiders will be given 
the opportunity to report on their opinions of 
this experiment. 

For the present it is OPTIONAL whether 
Brownies learn the NATO alphabet or 
whether they use the phonetic alphabet be
ginning "Able, Baker, Charlie, etc." 

LA URIE SHARP, 
Brownie Adviser. 

A PRAYER 
God bless the Brownies' ears and eyes 

That they may hear and see 

The sweetest sounds, the fairest ~ights, 

Through all the years to be. 

God bless the Brownies' li.ps and hands, 

That they may say and do 

Only those things which make the wo,·ld 

More happy, kind and true. 

BALLARAT DIVISION 
Brownie Revels 

Thanks to the generous gesture of M. B. 
John & Hattersley Ltd., in making their spa
cious lawns and Canteen available to the 
Brownies of Ballarat Division, Revels on 
Saturday afternoon, 31st October, were an 
outstanding success. 

Twelve packs from Ballarat and Creswick 
comprising approximately 186 Brownies, ac~ 
cepted the invitation to "Blackbird Pie" 
Revels, and followed this theme throughout 
the afternoon. 

Dropping her 6d. into a huge "pie" at the 
entrance gate, each Brownie received a colour 
patch indicating to which of four Groups she 
was to attach herself. These Groups-"Black
bird," "King," "Queen" and "Maid"-carried 
out appropriate activities, the Brownies mov
ing on in rotation to the next Group at 
fifteen-minute intervals. 

On completion of activities the Brownies 
moved in their Groups to the Canteen, where 
groundsheets, cups and hearty appetites were 
produced. 

Afternoon tea followed the theme of the 
Revels, each Brownie receiving a cardboard 
plate containing a "Four-and-Twenty" pie, 
two Honey-Crackles, two pieces of scone and 
a "gold" coin, the whole enclosed in a paper 
serviette in such a way as to resemble a pie. 
Large quantities of cordial completed the 
menu. We all had a very happy time. 
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THE BROWNIE ALPHABET 
A is the Brownie Alphabet, which shows what 

she can do. 
B is the Ball she learns to throw, to make her 

eye so true. 
C is the Cup of Tea she serves with toast 

and jam so sweet. 
D is the Darn in her sock to guard the health 

of her feet. 
E is the energy in work and play a Brownie 

shows. 
F is the Fire lit in or out and the 1st Aid 

Rules she knows. 
G is the Good Turn done each day, any time, 

anywhere. 
H is the Hand she lends to all, also her tidy 

Hair. 
I is the Inner light that shines through the 

Brownie Smile. 
J is the Union Jack, our flag we follow every 

mile. 
K is the Knot a Brownie can tie for each and 

every need. 
L is the Law of self-control, part of the 

Brownie creed. 
M is Message carrying, for help or goods from 

the store. 
N is Nature study, to show us God's work 

more. 
o is the Owl on the toadstool, sitting there 

friendly and wise. 
P is the Promise Brownies make. P the Parcel 

she ties. 
Q is the Queen. We do our duty and follow 

her laws. 

R is the Rules we obey in the health and 
traffic cause. 

S is the Sewing and Semaphore also the Songs 
we sing. 

T is setting the Table and Tidying everything. 

U is the Universe with Brownies in every land. 

V is Vegetables at which we try our hand. 

W is the wool she knits into clothing and 
squares for fun. 

X is the Cross. Our duty to God whIch must 
be done. 

Y is the Yellow Pin, it shines like the Pro
mise we say. 

Z is the Zeal to keep it, at work, at help and 
at play. 

-The Canadian Guider. 

BRASS AND BROWNIES 
The last few months I have been cleaning 

some brass memorial plates that have been 
re-erected since the church had been enlarged. 
I had never realised before how brass can 
vary - some of the tablets are so easy to 
clean, a quick rub up and they shine brightly, 
others never seem to be quite what they should 
be, however much time and energy is spent on 
them. 

To-day, while I was polishing away, it oc
curred to me that our Brownies vary as much 
as brass does. Some shine and repay all our 
work, others show very little result. Some 
shine in patches, but always there seems to 
be blemishes we cannot polish away. One of 
my brasses, a memorial to a soldier killed in 
W orId War I, I always love to do, it is so 
easy to do and shines with very little eifort. 
It reminds me of my Sixers, who need such 
a little polish to give a good response, and 
are such a joy to work with. Two others, 
in memory of a father and a mother, placed 
one above the other', are rather difficult to 
reach, nor are they the easiest type of brass
mother is better than father! But how often 
we have Brownies like that-for some reason 
or other they are not easy to reach, and then, 
in spite of all our polishing, they never seem 
to turn out as well as we hOpEd. Then there 
are the Brownies who, like some brasses, 
shine quite well, but have blemishes or scratch 
marks. 

But the encouraging point is that, after 
weeks of poli1,hing, all the brasses show im· 
provement. When they were first put up they 
were dirty and dull because they had not been 
cleaned for some time; it was hard work at 
first, but now all shine in varying degrees. 
Isn't that like the Pack Spirit? It is hard 
work to create it, but in time it begins to 
shine and will go on shining brightly-IF 
we continue to polish. 

One last thought-usually I did my b:'ass 
polishing working alone in the quid church, 
and I think we do our best Brownie and Pack 
polishing alone, with quiet thought and prayer 
for each Brownie, the difficult polishers as well 
as those who are easy. 

-BROWN OWL. 

-From UTe Ram a," New Zealand. 
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THE GIRL GUIDES' ASSOCIATION 
OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

2nd November, 1959. 

Dear Commissioners and Guiders, 

I was wondering if any of your Companies 
and Packs are looking for a good turn for 
Christmas. Would they like to help Papua
New Guinea s.end three of its student trainers 
down to the All Australia Training Camp at 
Glengarry in New South Wales in January? 
We are very keen to send three trainers, but 
this will cost us £360 and it all depends on 
the money we can raise as to how many we 
can send. None of these girls has been out 
of the Territory before and it would be such 
an adventure for them. 

The three chosen - one from Milne Bay, 
one from Manus and one from Port Moresby 
-have been living in the Guide Training 
Centre at Port Moresby with five others, 
since last February. They are being trained 
as Brownie and Guide trainers and will be 
employed by the Girl Guides Association when 
they go home to their own villages in January 
next year. They will work out in as big a 
circle as they can from their own homes, 
training the Guiders and teaching the women 
of the villages the badge work, so that they 
will be instructors and testers. This will 
get the older women interested as well as in
directly helping them to raise their own living 
standard. 

With only one European trainer it is im
possible to touch more than the fringe of the 
work to be done in this vast Territory where 
there are over 500 languages and so many 
varied customs. The thought of training 
these Papuan and New Guinea women as 
trainers has been in the mind of the Execu
tive Committee for some time, but so many 
obstacles have been in the way. However, 
last year a good friend gave the Association 
sufficient money with which to build a fiat on 
to one end of the Guide House for the Trainer 
and Secretary to live in and on to the other 
end of the Guide House the Association built 
a dormitory. In February this year two 
Guiders were brought in from Rabaul, two 

. from Manus and two from Milne Bay and 
together with the three from Port Moresby 
started their training. As some of the girls 

-
only reached 4th grade at school, the train
ing has had to be very slow. The student 
trainers were very shy at first and it was 
quite impossible to get even a yes or no out 
of them. Most of them had not used a knife 
or fork before, worn underwear or knew of 
such things as nightdresses, etc., nor had 
been in a European home, and it was all very 
bewildering and frightening to them. Lan
guage was another big problem; there are 
six among the eight girls with English as 
the only common one and only three knew 
much of this! 

This visit down south should be a tremen
dous uplift for them. They just cannot 
imagine what Sydney is like. They will gain 
so much from working together with the 
other Guiders and from the general living to
gether in the camp. 

May I wish you all a very Happy Christmas 
from the Guides and Brownies of Papua? 

Yours sincerely, 
NANCY KEMP, 

Trainer. 

Asociacion Nacional 
De Muchachas Guias Guatemaltecas 

Guatemala, Septiembre 17, 1959. 

Mrs. Charlton, 
Apartado 675, S~' dney, N.S.W., 
Australia. 

Dear Mrs. Charlton, 
Few days ago we received from Mexico a 

package containing publications and books i.n 
Spanish for our girls, with the information 
from Lady Bade!l-PowelJ this was a present 
from the Australian Guides to Muchachas 
Guias de GuatEmala. 

You can be sure that each one of us thank 
you for this very valuable present, and be 
kind enough to transmit our message of sin
cere thanks to alJ your girls who sent money 
to our Chief GuidE, who used it by sending 
books to many Associations being Guatemala 
one of them. 

With my be;.t personal wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

(Signed) JEANNETTE DE BENDFELDT, 
SE.cretaria Internacional. 
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QUEEN'S GU IDE AWARDS 
Impressions from a Recipient 

My Dear Mate, 

I told you in my last letter that I had passed 
my final test, and was going to Government 
House on 10th OctobE-r to receive my Queen's 
Guide Certificate. 

The big day is over, but the happiness and 
thrills I experienced will live with me forever. 
I ar rived outside Govunment House gates and 
found the Guiders and Guides. We formed up 
into rows of four; a Guider gave us the order 
to move off, and we marched into the beauti. 
ful ballroom of Government House. I was 
thrilled to see my parents and friends in the 
crowd which lined the walls of the ballroom. 

At 10.30 a.m. the Governor, Lady Brookes 
and the Leaders of the Guide and Scout Move
ment entered. The big moment had arrived. 
In a few steps I was in front of His E'x
cellency; he was shaking my hand and con
gratulating me. In that moment I knew that 
any work or worry which I may have put 
into my tests had been more than worth· 
while. 

After receiving my certificate, I marched 
into the horseshoe and watched other Guides 
and Scouts receive certificates and various 
other awards. 

The Governor delivered a most inspiring 
message after the presentations. It moved 
me deeply, as I am sure it did all Guides and 
Sconts present. I particularly enjoyed the 
part where His Excellency said, "That to 
gain anything which is worthwhile requires 
hard work." He told us to keep working hard, 
and to progress. His Excellency said that the 
Queen's Award was our first important 
achievement. 

After we were dismissed, Dad found me and 
took me out to the lawns, where we joined 
Mum and our friends . We shared in the 
hospitality provided by His Excellency and 
Lady Br ooks. 

Needless to say, this was one of the hap
piest days of my Guiding career, and I ~m 
very thankful to all those who made it possible 
for me. 

Yours in Guiding, 
(Signed) LESLEY PRESTON, 

2nd Healesville G.G. Coy. 

FOR BRAVERY 
On 10th October, 1959, at Government House, 

on the occasion of the Presentation Ceremony 
of Queen's Guide and Queen's Scout Certifi
cates, Merlyn Cox, aged 11 years, of the 2nd 
Yallourn Guide Company, received from His 
ExcellEnCY the Governor the Award of the 
Silver Cross. 

Silver Cross is the highest award for bravery 
given by the Girl Guides Association, and was 
presented to Marilyn for remarkable courage 
on 8th March, 1959, when, through her initia. 
tive, prompt acti.on and bravery, she saved a 
fellow-Guide from drowning, though she had 
only learnt to swim two months previously. 
Congratulations. 

HOW? 
About 7 o'clock on a Saturday night, when 

a lot of traffic was about, some Rangers came 
out of a gate on to a main road to London, 
and saw a car which had been lEft facing up 
a hill. The road was bordered with hedges. 
The car began slowly to slide backwards, and 
a lorry suddenly appeared coming up the hill 
behind it. 

Betty Pumfrey knew nothing about the 
mechanism of cars nor the brakes, but she 
ran across to the car and averted an accident. 
, 'The driver of the lorry stopped, acknow
ledged his danger , and thanked the Ranger. 

What had BEtty done? 
-From "The Guider." 

A RANGER PRAYER 
We who are unitE-d in prayer, do humbly 

ask that we may be given grace to live our 
li.ves in accordance with our Promise and in 
true understanding of our Law. We would be 
worthy of Thy great love and besetch Thee 
to help us, so that we may render service 
and take our Promise into a wider world. 
Let us be quick to share our joys and slow 
to burden other s with our troubles. 

Let us each in our own way do our best and 
let us not forget in the turmoil of the day 
to give thanks for the blessings we have 
received. 

Through Jesus Christ, Our Lord, Amen. 
-D. Unitt in "The Canadi.an Guider." 
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THE GUIDE HOUSE BIRTHDAY 
PARTY 

What a grand muster there was at the 
Party! It is estimated that more than 1,500 
people accepted the invitation to visit the 
property on 10th October last. 

The State Commissioner, Mrs. C. O. Fair
bairn, performed the important ceremony of 
cutting the cake. As well as the "cake" pro
vided y the Committee, a most beautifully 
decorated REAL cake was made and pre
sented to us by Mrs. R. E. Gray, District 
Commissioner for Camberwell North. The 
cake was iced in Guide blue and decorated 
with amazingly accurate replicas of our 
various badges, such as: State Badge, Ranger, 
Guide, Brownie, International and Thaba Camp 
badges and in the centre was a Brownie Pool, 
complete with toadstools. The 21 candles 
were lit by Brownies and were blown out by 
Guides, after which the knife was inserted 
in the top tier by Mrs. Fairbairn. Other 
special visitors were the Assistant State 
Commi3sioner, Mrs. S. S. McKay; Mrs. Wil
mot (Marjorie Drury) and Mrs. Euan Little
john, who had been previous Conveners of 
the Guide House Committee and also Mrs. 
Hamer, the previous owner of the property. 

Two other interesting ceremonies were per
formed: Mrs. Fairbairn presented a Thanks 
Badge to Mr. S. S. McKay in recognition of 
his outstanding contribution to the needs of 
the Guide House, especially during the period 
that his wife was Convener. Then, to Mrs. 
S. S. McKay, we presented a sundial as a 
tribute to her achievements during the seven 
years she acted as Convener. Set on a pyra
mid-shaped base of variegated Lilydale stone, 
the sundial has been placed in the centre of 
the lawn on the south side of the house and 
looks most effective. 

The display of Handcrafts and Proficiency 
Badge Work done by Guides and arranged by 
Lilydale Division in the B.P. Memorial Hut 
was very interesting and comprehensive. 
There was also a display of Brownie Hand
craft arranged in the Brownie Cottage 
which attracted much attention and admira
tion. 

Three Patrol Camps were to be seen in 
action on the camp-sites. 

The Guide House Committee acknowledges 
with sincere appreciation gifts of cups, sau
cers and plates and other useful articles. 
Regrettably, some parcels had no names on 
them, but we thank the donors, although we 
are unable to include them in the following 
list:-

Cups and Saucers, etc.-Sth. Western Div.: 
District Commissioners; Glenthompson L.A.; 
Mrs. C. O. Shave; 1st Bentleigh Pack; Won
thaggi; Sherbrooke Forest District; 1st Cle
matis Co.; Murrumbeena Ranger Co.; Koonung 
Div.; Frankston L.A.; Templestowe L.A.; 
Camberwell-Burwood District; Moorabbin L.A., 
Brownies, Guides, Guidel's, Commissioner; 
Misses Moran, MacLeod and Mrs. W oollacott; 
1st Richmond Co., Thistle, Kookaburra, Boro
nia, and Senior Patrols, Capt. and Lieut.; 1st 
Forest Hills Waratah Patrol; 1st Heathmont 
Pack and Co.; 2nd Heathmont Pack; 1st 
Frankston Co.; 2nd Frankston Co .. ; 3rd Box 
Hill Co.; 4th Box Hill Pack; 1st Springvale 
Co. and Pack; 2nd Hawthorn Pack; 6th Haw
thorn Pack; 5th Hawthorn Co.; 1st Vermont 
Pack; 2nd Vermont Pack; 2nd Bentleigh 
Pack; 1st Boronia Co.; 4th Hawthorn Pack; 
3rd Warragul Pack; Preston District; 4th 
Malvern Pack; 1st Hadfield Pack; 1st Hadfield 
Co.; 5th Brunswick Co.; 5th Brunswick Co.; 
1st Chadstone Co.; 2nd Chadstone Pack; 2nd 
Ashburton Pack; 7th Malvern Co.; 1st Lily
dale Pack; 2nd Pascoe Vale Pack; 1st Pascoe 
Vale Pack; 1st Gardiner Pack; West Reser
voir District; 1st Eltham Co.; 1st and 2nd 
North Balwyn Packs, Co., Guiders and L.A.; 
1st Mt. Evelyn Pack; 1st Neerim District; 
1st Elsternwick Co.; 1st Melb. Extensions; 
1st Surrey Hills Co.; 1st Scoresby Pack; 2nd 
Moorleigh Co.; R. Marshall; 1st and 3rd Sale 
Packs. From 1st Brighton Beach Company 
we received the magnificent gift of two inner
spring mattresses; from Whitehorse Div. a 
Lady B.P. Iris, which a member of the Divi
sion immediately planted in the garden bed 
near the flag-pole. An azalea and a waratah 
were donated and planted by a Guider whose 
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name was not recorded. A green mixing bowl 
in which was a greeting written in Braille 
was received from 3rd Melbourne Coy. at 
Royal Vic. Institute for the Blind. 

Greeting telegrams were received from 
South Australia H.Q.; Mrs. J. Pearson and 
Berwick District; Mrs. L. Williams; Mrs. R. S. 
Stuart; Mildura; Harcourt; Bendigo. Birthday 
card from Eaglehawk Co. 

Donations in money were received from 
Victorian Trefoil Guilds £5, V. Dyer 10/-, 
and Mrs. Hamer £2/ 2/-. 2nd Sale Co. gave 
us several hand-made cushions, 1st Mont
morency Pack made 21 table napkins and 
rings; 1st Warragul Pack also made table 
napkins and rings; 2nd Warragul Pack gave 
plastic table ware; 1st Eltham Pack and 
Vermont gave very acceptable pot-holders. 

O.G.M.K. 

"BIRTHDA Y" LETTER TO "GUIDE 
HOUSE" 

From Frieda V. Barfus. 
London, 4th October, 1959. 

Dear "Guide House," 
(Do you remember all the names you nearly 

got called when you were just a baby?) 
Whether this reaches you in time for The 

Birthday or not, I am wishing you a Very 
Happy Time. 

As I knew you before you were properly 
born as OUR Guide House, I could tell you 
some tales about yourself and about the early 
working Bees! (How we all worked! Ask 
any of those 1st Melbourne and other Rangers 
who are still alive to tell you the tale!) 
Those Working Bees were really your school
ing-you were being trained for the way you 
should go. From what I hear now, you seem 
to have gone a long way further than we 
could hope in those days. 

Now that you are grown-up, you will con
tinue to "render service in a wider world" 
and to implant memories of friendship and 
beauty in the hearts of your guests. That 
can, and should, and will be your greatest 
service. 

I still love you very much! 
"YABINGA." 

WORDS 
Words are the difference betwEen man and 

beast. Because of the folly with which they 
are sometimes used, words could be called 
also the diffuence between man and God. 

At the same time, they are a measure of 
what we know, and of what we do not know. 
They are a measure of what we know, and of 
what we pretend to know. They are an instru
ment to enlighten, also an instrument to con
fuse. '1 hey have run the gamut from man's 
capacity for good to man's capacity for evil. 
In the attainment of either, they are the prime 
tools. 

Worcs are the instruments of human under
standing-and mbunderstanding. The power 
of one word or phrase will often overthrow 
calculated pages of reasoning. They are the 
antennae to the emotions. They have a che
mi.cal effect on our reactions. The words 
"shut up!" will tvoke a different response 
than "be quiet," which in turn has a different 
effect from "please don't say that." 

Learning the niceties and nuances of a lan
guage is well worth the time spent in our 
contant effort to use words and phrases that 
will have a desired effect on the emotions, 
thi.nking, actions and reactions of others. 

-From "The Girl Scout," Philippines. 

LIFE WORTHWHILE 
May every life that touches mine, 
Be it the slightest contact, 
Get therefrom SOme good, 
Some little grace, one kindly thought, 
.one aspiration yet unfelt, 
One bit of courage 
For the darkening sky, 
One gleam of faith 
To brave the thi.ckening ills of life, 
One glimpse of brighter skies 
Beyond the gathering mists, 
To make this life worthwhile 
And heaven a surer hEritage. 

-From "Great Thoughts." 
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July, 1959. 

How do you imagine Lapland? I can see 
you all conjuring up pictures of snow-coverEd 
Christmas trees and sleds being pulled by 
teams of reindeer! 

At the close of the Young Adults' Gather
ing, t hirty of us, representing fourteen dif
ferent countries, travelled overnight by train 
and bus for 24 hours before reaching Akas
lompola, 125 miles wi.thin the Arctic or Polar 
Circle. 

Lo g, dusty roads through sparsely popu
lated country, virgin pine forests, not unlike 
parts of the vast Australian bush, with its 
unqualified freedom. Near to many of the 
farm houses were poles or one-bar fences, 
over which the hay was thrown to dry in the 
hot sun. The farmers do not own much land, 
so all the hay is hand-cut with a scythe or a 
single rotati.ng cutter drawn by a horse. 

The farmhouse where we ate and some of 
us slept formed one side of an irregular quad
rangle of sleeping huts and the sauna, and 
of course, the well-a typical feature of every 
farmhouse in Lapland and elsewhere in Fin
land also. We all enjoyed the novelty of pul
ling on the chain until the bucket of ice-cold 
water appeared. 

Although the sun was still high in the sky 
-Ghl\na, Japan, Fi.nland, Canada, Ceylon, 
Italy, Greece, France and Australia slept very 
quickly that first night! 

The first morning, after raising the Finnish 
flag, we all had breakfast together. I must 
describe the long breakfast table, which was 
covered with dishes containing two or three 
varieties of bread and crisp bread, buttE:T, 
cheese, sliced tomato, cucumber, beetroot, sar
dines, smoked reindeer meat, sausage, herring, 
with milk and currant juice to cirink; follow
ing this we had potatoes and gravy or por
ridge, then coffee. From this vast array 
we also made picnic lunches for ourselves. 

Kesanki was the fell we chose to climb the 
first day. The word "fell" mean" rock, and 
is from Old Norse or possibly Greek. The 
fells are long rounded mountains, not high, 
except that the surrounding country is rather 
flat. As we walked through the coarse under
g:'owth and between the pine trtes we could 

feel that the ground underneath was Totten 
with fallen leaves and sodden logs, due to 
the ground bdng snow covered for most of 
the year. Many times, the only method of 
crossing the wet patches was in single file 
along a split log. 

After leaving the tree line, a short stony 
scramble brought us to the summit and a 
clear view over the lakes and forests. The 
most common sight in this landscape was the 
dead tree (kelo), still standing with its grey 
branches outlined against the sky. 

Each day we walked up one of the fells, or 
sat beside the lake to write letters-all the 
time watchi.ng for reindeer . . . rewarded 
at last-when several of thEse shy creatures 
came loping along, their grey-brown coats 
not at all beautiful in the heat of summer, 
but their antlers always looked impressive, if 
a little too heavy to carry. ' 

The rdndeer are not completely wild and 
are the staple livelihood of the Laplanders, 
who use their mi.lk, meat, and of course, the 
beautiful, sleek winter coat. Twice a FaT a 
stockyard is built in the forest and all the 
reindee:' are rounded up. The young ones 
automatically stay with their mothers, and so 
thlY can be marked as belonging to a herd. 

Several times we carried coffee with us and 
boiled water by the lake, or used the kettles 
from a winter ski reSCUE shelter; this shelter 
was built into the ground and was equipped 
with ropes, sketcher and emtrgency food 
rations. 

After dinner in the evenings, followed later 
by a sauna or a wash in the icy stream, we 
had a campfire near the lake, everyone being 
well pl'otected from mosquitoes with slacks 
and long sleeved blouses. Taps we sang, each 
in our own language, as the sun set, bright 
red, just before midnight-only to rise again 
a few hours later. The nights were never 
completEly dark. 

After the excitement of the Gathering at 
Vierumaki, it was relaxing to walk onto the 
fells in this rather self-contained part of 
Suomi-Finland. The Lapps, naturally not 
dressed in reindeer skins while the temperature 
was over 80 degrees Farenheit (approx.) were 
very interested in our clothes and colours, and 
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much enjoyment was derived from such simple 
things a s buying stamps and postcards to send 
to such "far lands" as Ceylon and Australia. 

Si.nging, dancing on the gras s, talking about 
life and living in our various countri.es, only 
continued the goodwill, friendship and Inter
national unr:erstanding begun in Helsinki. foul' 
weeks Earlier. 

Then, as we separated to return to our 
homes-once more-Kiitos. 

RUTH KIRSNER. 

THE LEGEND OF THE 
SOUTHERN CROSS 

In the presence of Headquarters staff, a 
short but very interesting ceremony took place 
at Guide Headquarters on Monday, 3r d No
vembET, when Miss Macartney, on behalf of 
the members of the Girl Guides Association 
of Victoria, received one of the first pressiJlgs 
of the disc, "The Stars of Dibah Buddeh" 

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS 
Mrs. Curtis-Otter received a newsletter 

from Miss Manning and was quite sure that 
"Matilda" readers would find the small piece 
contained in it-"Dedication of the Bells"
most charming. 

Getsie Samuel was here as Exchange 
Trainer a few years ago; she is Principal of 
St. Christopher's Training College, Madras. 

We began the month with a joyful ring
ing of bells. For years and years we have 
endured the harsh clanging of a bit of rail 
from the South Indian Railway, and we 
decided at a Staff meeting to have new bells. 
We tried an electric buzzer, but it did not 
serve our purpose. Miss James and Mrs. 
Selvanayagam bought two brass bells in the 
bazaar and we put them on an iron stand 
made of old pipes, which we begged from 
Bentinck School. On August 1st at 8.30 a.m. 
all staff and students gather-ed under the tree 
and dedicated the bells. It was delightful 
family affair and Mrs. Richard thinks that it 
was the solemn dedication which has inspired 
the Basic Students who ring the bells to do 
it with such care and joy. We love the music 
of our new bells. 

I enclose a programme for your interest. 

GETSIE SAMUEL. 

(the lEgend of the Southern Cross), from 
Mrs. J. Batty, of Adelaide. 

Mrs. Batty has travelled extensively through
out the Australian inland, and, where pos
sible, she has associated with Aboriginals and 
has grown to know and love the lEgends of 
the original Australi.ans. This disc is the first 
of a series Mrs. Batty hopes to produce por
t C'aying Aboriginal legends. 

On the second side of this 45 r.p.m. 7 inch 
disc, we find the legend of "Jembra - the 
Dancing Star." Jembra, a little Aboriginal 
girl, Wf.S unable to dance until shown how 
by Bikkai, a small shellfish who was related 
to the bandicoot. A truly delightful tale. 

The Stars of Dibah Buddeh was played to 
a group of GuidES. They were enthralled and 
delighted, and now, when they look at their 
flag, they will see greater and more wonder. 
ful things woven round the Southern Cross. 

DEDICATION 

OF THE BELLS 

Hymn-My times are in Thy hand. 
The Bell rings to wake us up-Miss James. 
Tamil Lyric-All. 
The Bell summons us to class-Miss Peyer. 
Hymn-Work for the night is coming. 
The Bell rings for our meals-

Mrs. Selvanayagam. 

Solo-All things living He doth feed-
Mrs. Charles. 

The Bell rings for Games-
Miss Vedanayagam. 

Poem on Games-Miss Victor. 
The Bell rings for Chapel-Miss Balreddy. 
Psalm 122-Miss Stokes. 
The Bell rings to say Goodnight-

Talk } 
I'rayers . -~iss Samuel. 
College Hymn. 

Mrs. Richard. 



Page Eighteen * December, 1959. m II I ~__________________ alilda 

WARRANTS 
Division Commissioners: Mrs. J. F. Brown

ing, Central Murray; Mrs. Q. J. Whitehead, 
Hobson's Bay; Mrs. A. S. Abraham, Bass; 
Mrs. D. K. Davies, Promontory. 

District Commissioners: Mrs. A. J. Turn
bull, Clayton; Mrs. D. Faulkner, Streatham; 
Mrs. J. R. Wells, Fawkner; Mrs. R. Plumley, 
Coburg; Mrs. E. Willis, East Brunswick; Mrs. 
G. A. Ganly, Geelong West; Mrs. 1. Hibbins, 
Boolarra; Mrs. A. A. Jephcott, Morwell. 

Captains: Mrs. J. Selwyn, 1st Yinnar; Miss 
Ie Thomson, 3rd Warragul; Mrs. G. Bell, 1st 
Benalla; Miss J. Barnes, 1st Springvale South; 
Miss G. McMurtrie, 2nd Stawell; Miss D. G. 
Pearse, 1st Donald; Miss W. M. Aitken, 1st 
Moe; Mrs. M. Gorman, 2nd Seymour; Miss V. 
Sheppard, 1st Mortlake; Mrs. N. J. Ridd, 
1st Glenorchy; Mrs. G. Lovett, 1st Marys
ville; Mrs. H. L. Lauder, 1st Heathmont. 

Lieutenants: Miss L. Mawson, 11th Gee
long; Miss F. Shepherd, 1st Heywood; Mrs. 
M. Jackson, 1st Templestowe. 

Brown Owls: Mrs. G. Gates, 1st Colac; 
Mrs. D. A. Rollings, 4th Northcote; Mrs. L. 
King, 1st Glengarry; Mrs. J. Artlett, 1st 
Highett; Mrs. M. M. McFarlane, 1st Beau
maris; Mrs. O. Short, 2nd Ringwood; Mrs. 
P. Cock, 1st Buronga; Mrs. L. Booker, 2nd 
Hamilton; Mrs. T. Cadwallader, 2nd Morwell; 
Mrs. D. Brown, 2nd Broadmeadows; Mrs. 1. 
E. Collins, 3rd Benalla; Mrs. H. Cobby, 1st 
Nambrok. 

Tawny Owls: Mrs. J. Bigmore, 1st Drys
dale; Mrs. A. M. Matthews, 3rd Colac; Mrs. 
M. J. Smith, 4th Northcote; Mrs. E . M. Free, 
1st Sunbury; Mrs. S. Gordon, 1st Sunbury; 
Mrs. M. McKindley, 1st Harcourt; Miss J. 
Hawke, 1st LeitchviIle; Mrs. M. Washusen, 
1st Drouin; Miss M. Miles, 1st Swift's Creek. 

WARRANTS RETURNED FOR 
CANCELLATION 

Captains: Mrs. E. Bell, 1st Moe; Miss R. 
Parsons, 2nd Leongatha; Miss G. Akers, 1st 
Morwell East. 

Lieutenants: Miss J. A. Bell, 2nd Colac; 
Miss K. Thomson, 1st Warragul; Miss 1. 
Northeast, 3rd Box Hill; Mrs. N. J. Ridd, 
1st Glenorchy; Mrs. L. Cameron, 1st Swift's 
Creek. 

Brown Owls: Mrs. J. Stephens, 4th Foots
cray; Mrs. C. Hutton, 1st Swift's Creek. 

Tawny Owls: Mrs. G. Gates, 1st Colac; 
Mrs. S. Davey, 4th Colac; Miss M. Hamilton, 
2nd Footscray; Miss N. Lewis, 2nd Leon
gatha. 

APPOINTMENTS 
Welcome and Congratulations: 

District Commissioners-Mrs. R. H. Robin
son, Numurkah; Mrs. G. J. Duncan, Wonga 
Park; Mrs. J. R. Wells, Fawkner; Mrs. J. S. 
Rathjen, Foster. 

Division Commissioner-Mrs. J. K. Proud
foot, Whitehorse (extension of term). 

RESIGNATIONS 
With regret: 

District Commissioners - Mrs. G. G. Cook, 
Toorak l Armadale; Mrs. 1. MeTri.ck, Sale; Mrs. 
W. H. Simon, Kew; Mrs. W. McFarlin, West 
Reservoir; Mrs. B. Johnston, Yallourn; Mrs. 
L. 1. Bethune, Lake Boga. 

Division Commissioners--Mrs. G. Parsons, 
South GippSland; Mrs. E. Reveleigh, Dande
nong (from 31st December, 1959). 

FOR SERVICE 
A Thanks Badge has been awarded to Mrs. 

Crabtree, Preston. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND 
DONATIONS 

October, 1959 
Received with Gratitude: 

Tallangatta L.A.; Mrs. C. Staff; Sandring
ham Sea Ranger Coy.; Daylesford L.A.; 
Box Hill L.A.; Miss G. Tennent; Malmsbury 
L.A.; St. Arnaud L.A.; Curlwaa L.A.; Wood
end L.A.; Sunshine L.A.; The National Fit
ness Council of Victoria; The National Cash 
Register Co. Pty . Ltd.; Bendigo L.A.; Sey
mour Pacific Employees Charities Fund; 
Lady Angliss. 
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EQUIPMENT DEPARTMENT 
OPEN-Week Days: 9 .30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Saturdays : 9 .5 a.m . to 12 noon. Hoi iday week-ends excepted. 
Shop - - - - MF 6023 Office - - - MF 4545 

Country Cheques payable to Girl Guides Association are free of exchange. 

Country Guiders: Please add postage to Cash Orders. 
Please attach name and address when sending Registration Slips 

and Proficiency Badge Certificates. 

THE NEW THINKING DAY CALENDAR 
THINKING DAY GREETINGS, AUSTRALIA 

22nd February, the Birthday of the Founder of Scouting and Guiding 
and of his wife, Our Chief. 

This day has come to stand for International Friendship. When Guides of all 
nations think of each other and of those in other lands and send their Greetings, 
and now you have this beautiful Calendar to send to your fellow-Guides here and 
in other lands" Price, with envelope, ready to post, 2/6. 

NEW 1960 GUIDE DAIRY 
Diary, 2/6. Leather covers, 1/9. 

THE NEW BROWNIE CUT-OUT DOLL The new Brownie Scrap Charts, 
Four Brownie Dolls to be cut out a delight for any Brownie 

and dressed . 18 uniforms to The Rucksack Book-
1/3 

be coloured, cut out and put 1 st . 10/6 
on the dolls ...... ...... .. .... 3/6 2nd ...... ...... ...... 8/6 

The new Brownie Badges of the 3rd 8/6 
World Chart 2/ - The Story of the Gi rI Guides.. .... 12/6 

Campers' Knives . . ...... 4/11, 5/9 Here Come the Girl Guides 10/6 
Guide Propelling Pencils ...... 2/6 The True Book About Girl 
Campers' Sheath Knives ...... 10/- Guides 
New shipment of Torches, com- Trefoil Round the World .... 

plete with batteries, Hand Work and Craft Work 
8 / 6 , 13/9, 15/6, 17/6 for the Lower Schools 

We have a fine stock of Christmas The Girl Guide First Aid and 
Cards, Brownie, Guide and Australian. Rescue W ork . 
Silver Tea Spoons, with Aus- B- P's Outlook ........................ . 

tralian Birds and Animal s The Pack that Ran Itself 
embossed on handle . Boxed. The Woodland Pack 

8/6 each A Madcap Brown ie 
Set of six in leather box, satin The Beauty Quest Book for 

lined . . .... £2/ 19/6 Brownies .................... .. . 
First Aid Kits ............... ...... 6/9, 12/ 6 Marigold Becomes a Brownie . 
For Xmas Gift- Twilight and Fireside Stories . 

Girl Gu ides Annual . 12/6 Leprechaun Brownie Emblems . 
Brownies Annual 12/6 Dark Green Guide Ties, now 

12/6 
8/6 

3/-

7/6 
10/-
8/6 
6/-
4/9 

6/6 
4/9 
9/6 
9d. 

United Nations' Study Kits 2/9 available .... ...... ..... . ...... ...... 3/-
Ausfralian Bird Chart 5/ - Gift Vouchers available at the Shop 
Hints for Ranger Guiders and 

Commissioners 1/ 9 B. J . RAWSON , Shop Manageress. 

NEW YEAR RESOLUTION 
All contributions with th e Edito r by 1 st of each month . 
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