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VICTORIAN GUIDES FAREWELL THEIR 
AUSTRALIAN PRESIDENT, 

HER EXCELLENCY LADY SLIM 

Through the courtesy of the State Govern
ment and the Prime Minister's Department, 
Victorian Guides and Scouts were given the 
honour and privilege of lining either side of 
Princes Bridge for the Vice-Regal Progress 
on the occasion of the departure of Their 
Excellencies Sir William and Lady Slim on 
26th January. 

Despite the fact that so many leaders and 
children were away on holidays, over 420 
Guides, Rangers (all sections), Guiders and 
Commissioners assembled to pay tribute to 
their Australian President as she and His 
Excellency, who is the Chief Scout for Aus
tralia, passed through the ranks of Guides 
and Scouts which extended the entire length 
of Princes Bridge. 

As it was only possible for a small pro
portion of our members to participate, this 
brief resume of the Vice-Regal Progress over 
Princes Bridge is being published so that 
you, too, may enjoy our exciting experience. 

4.10 p.m. (the time given for arrival at the 
Guide assembly point at the south end of 
Princes Bridge)-SmaU and large groups of 
Guides, Rangers (all sections), Guiders and 
Commissioners began to arrive. With a 
minimum of delay, they were assembled in 
ranks headed by a Colour Party bearing the 
World Flag, ready to march into position on 
the Bridge at a signal, which was to be 
given by the police immediately the traffic 
was halted. 

4.30 p.m.-Just when one could feel a 
tremor of excitement funning through the 
assembled ranks of 420 odd, the signal came 
to proceed, and simultaneously a column of 

bright blue uniforms, intermingled with the 
darker blue of Ranger uniforms and the blue 
blouses of Guiders and Commissioners, on 
one side of the Bridge and khaki uniforms 
on the other, marched from their assembly 
points to take up their positions on the 
Bridge 

4.50 p.m.-The excitement of the children 
hat! increased to such an extent that imme
diately the Mounted Police Escort came into 
view, there was a roar of cheers and a 
picture of hands waving from both sides of 
the Bridge. Then came the great moment
Their Excellencies were passing in an open 
car, both looking tremendously happy to 
see so many children gathered to cheer them 
on their way. Lady Slim looked perfectly 
charming in blue, and her radiant smile 
appeared to be given to each individual 
child and adult in the Guide ranks. I am 
sure you will be able to imagine the thrl'll 
we had when, immediately she saw the 
Guides, she stood up and pointed to a finger 
on her left hand (from which she had re
moved her glove), on which she was wear
ing her gift from the Australian Guides
an opal ring surrounded by diamonds. 

The length of Princes Bridge is 200 yards, 
and as the car continued to pass through 
the rank_, Lady Slim could be seen raising 
her left hand, so that all might know she 
wa wearing OUR gift on her departure. 
Wasn't it a lovely gesture? 

All too soon the car had disappeared from 
view around the corner where their Excel
lencies were to alight and fe-enter a closed 
car for the remainder of their progress to 
the wharf-and so ended a memorable oc
casion for the Victorian Guides. 

• 
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JANUARY ' DIARY - JUBILEE 
Well, it'~ back to work again after very 

pleasant holidays. I do hope you are all 
refreshed, not so much in body perhaps, but 
definitely in mind. If one has worked well 
and pretty hard for a year, it is necessary 
to have a rest and refresh oneself, other
wise one becomes a bore in every way! 

My first pleasure this year was to greet 
Mr. and Mrs. P. B. Nevill from England, 
very great friends of the late Founder, and 
Olave, the World Chief Guide. Every year 
they go Scouting and Guiding somewhere. 
Mrs. Nevill told me that, because they were 
going so far away from England this time, 
her mother was quite certain she would 
never see them again! 

They have given years of service to the 
Movement, and "P.B.," as Mr. Nevill is call
ed, was responsible for the finding of Gil
well in England for the Scouts, apart from 
many other achievements. It was fun meet
ing them, having them to stay, and hearing 
all their news. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pearson came up to collect 
them, and took them to Melbourne and 
showed them Guide House, etc. They were 
delighted with Victoria and thoroughly en
joyed their visit. 

My next excitement was to visit the Lones 
in camp. I was happy to be able to do this. 
Everyone was so happy, and I do think those 
"crazy Rangers" were wonderful. They gave 
the camp a lovely atmosphere of great fun, 
and the Lones, like us, all thoroughly en
joyed them. 

I would like to congratulate Mrs. Davies 
and her helpers for all their good work. 
They are richly rewarded by the genuine 
happiness of everyone at the camp, and the 
great appreciation of the Lones. It is grand 
to feel one's efforts are successful and have 
given such happiness. A great deal of 
thought and work goes into arranging and 
organising a camp. I did enjoy the dinner 
and lunch party at the camp. Thank you. 

I expect you have heard.of all the exciting 
things that are happening this year. Aren't 
we terribly old-50 years! I do hope some 
of you will manage to get to these lovely 
things, such as a cruise or camp. There 

will be celebrations, and, of course, special 
Thanksgiving Services. 

It is on these special occasions that our 
previous Guiding counts so much. One has 
far more opportunity of gaining a recom
mendation and acceptance for an inter
national camp, etc., if one has the necessary 
requirements. As the months go by I do 
hope we get more and more Jubilee-minded. 
When we have something to celebrate, for 
goodness sake let's celebrate! 

This last Tuesday, 26th, I went down to 
see our National President off to England 
and on your behalf I presented Lady Slim 
with a Jubilee Badge. Everyone was so 
sad to say farewell. Wouldn't it be wonder
ful to be able to do a job such as theirs 
has been in the way Their Excellencies have 
done it? Apart from being dearly loved 
everywhere in Australia, they are deeply 
respected. Their thoughts for others, their 
untiring devotion and unselfishness, has been 
recognised and appreciated by all Australia. 

May they receive much happiness in their 
future life. We, the Guides, have received 
so many privileges from Their Excellencies. 

How many of you have seen Miss Mildred 
Mode? If you haven't this time, be sure 
you see her next time she comes. She has 
lovely, interesting stories (true) to tell. The 
Lones loved hearing the stories about Guid
ing in other countries. Miss Peg Barr very 
kindly brought her up to see me; she is, of 
course, an old friend of mine. I have known 
her for a long time. I only wish I could see 
her more often. 

Every New Year I think of the late King 
George's message, which he gave us during 
the war years. It helped me then, and still 
does: 

"And I said to the man who stood at the 
gate of the New Year, 'Give me a light 
that I may tread safely into the unknown'; 
and he replied, 'Go out into the darkness, 
and put your hand into the hand of God. 
That shall be better than a light and safer 
than a known way.''' 
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The Guiders' Meeting 
TRAINING DEPARTMENT 

General Training will be held at the Guide 
House during the Easter period-15th to 19th 
April. Notices have been sent to Commis
sioners, and Guiders interested in attending 
should contact their Commissioners imme
diately for further particulars. 

CYNTHIA WALKER, Training Adviser. 

FIRST CLASS-THE HALF-DAY HIKE 

"Take two Guides (not First Class) for a 
half-day hike when possible, following a 
map_ 

NOTE.-The Tester may accompany or 
join the Guides at any point. They are to 
be judged on general turnout, programme, 
organisation, manners, care of other people's 
property, clearing-up, enjoyment, type of 
food and method of cooking. 

At a Testers' Conference last year it was 
agreed that "Half-day Hike" is rather a 
misnomer, as the test is not the way the 
Guides hike, but on what they do when they 
reach their destinataon. This test is an 
impOItant First Class Test, and anything less 
than First Class in standard cannot be 
passed as such. Since enrolment, a Guide 
should be preparing for this test, without 
being aware of it. She should be used to 
hiking, lighting different types of fires, 
trying different menus which are planned 
with her Patrol or friends, sharing kits 
and endeavouring to be perfect in ap
pearance_ It is quickly obvious to a 
Tcster when a Guide has not been used to 
lighting fires and cooking in the open. 
Guides who are in the habit of wearing 
coloured petticoats and socks, not cleaning 
their badges and not having a clean and 
pressed uniform, quite often do not realise 
that these things are important, and so can
not be passed as First Class. 

Before presenting a Guide for this test, a 
Guider should have one or two practice 
hikes with her. The Guider should assume 
the role of Tester and expect to be shown 
programme, menu, list of kits and map. In 
this way the disappointment of failure and 
the wasting of a Tester's time can be 
avoided. 

Following are headings, with a brief com
ment on each. These headings cover, in a 
general manner, what a Tester expects. "Al
though no Tester will demand that every
thing is to be done in one particular way 
and no other ! 

Courtesy: 
The Guide being tested should salute the 

Tester, introduce herself and the Guides with 
her, and, whenever possible, stand when 
being addressed. She should invite the 
Tester to share the meal, and be prepared for 
acceptance. She should offer to defray any 
expenses, and thank the Tester at the end 
of the test. Her manner with her Guides 
should be courteous-no shouting of orders, 
but quiet requests and suggestions. 

Appearance: 
The candidate's appearance and that of 

her companions should be as perfect as pos
sible, and they must be clean and present
able to go home. Their food and kits should 
be carried in haversacks and not in string 
bags. A small hike groundsheet and rain
coat should be carried. 

Site: 
Whcnever possible, an attractive site 

should be chosen. If necessary, shelter from 
the wind, shade from the sun, should be 
chosen, and grassy ground upon which to 
sit. Packs, coats and berets should be kept 
off the ground. Belongings should not be 
strewn all over the place, and the site should 
be left perfectly clean afterwards. 

Map, Programme, etc.: 
If the Tester selects the site, the Tester 

may send a map for the Guide to follow, 
or, if the area where the test is to take 
place is unknown to the Tester, she may ask 
that a map showing the Guide's route be 
posted to her beforehand, or ask the Guide 
to be prepared to show her a map of their 
route on her arrival. Also the Tester may 
ask that a Guide be prepared to. give her 
a copy of the menu, programme and kit list. 
The programme should start from the time 
of meeting and continue to the estimated 
time of arriving home, and should cover at 
least four hours on the spot. 

• 

• 
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Out of these four hours the cooking and 
eating of the meal should take about one 
and a half to two hours, depending upon the 
menu. The Guide doing the test should 
always have younger and more inexperi
enced Guides with her, as then she will have 
more scope for teaching and playing games. 
An overfull programme and a change every 
ten minutes are temptations, and it is only 
by practising that a good programme can 
be worked out. If something is proving very 
successful with the Guides, it is a mistake 
to stop because it is time for the next thing 
on the programme. 

Kits, etc.: 

The First Aid Kit should be the candi
date's personal responsibility. It must be 
compact enough to fit in her pocket or on 
her belt. Her knowledge must cover any 
small mishap likely to occur, and must 
definitely be better than Second Class. Shoe 
cleaning, clothes brush, toilet articles and 
mending kits can be shared between the 
three Guides. These articles, food and cook
ing utensils should be divided as equally as 
possible as to weight and cost. Lightweight 
aluminium or plastic containers should be 
used for milk and food. The Guide must 
show she can cook a meal quickly, neatly 
and cleanly, but how she does it is her oWn 
affair. She may choose to do part of her 
cooking without utensils, but so long as her 
equipment is light and not bulky, there is 
nothing against the use of utensils. 

Woodpile and Fire: 

A small but adequate woodpile should be 
placed on the windward side of the fire, so 
that the fire need not be left to gather 
wood. The candidate does not have to make 
and light the fire herself. It can be part 
of her programme that she is teaching the 
others how to do it. If her Guides are 
unable to light the fire, she must be able 
to take over and light the fire with one or 
two matches. If the fire is to be built on 
green grass, an area of at least one square 
yard needs to be turfed, and turf shoUld 
not be replaced until the ground is cooled, 
otherwise the grass roots would be burned 
and the area turn yellow. If built on bare 
ground, all leaves, dry grass, etc., have to 

be brushed away for several feet surround
ing the fire. 

A fire should not be built under over
hanging branches, and a large billy of 
water should be kept near as a safety pre
caution. The fire should not be allowed to 
get too big, and should be of a type familiar 
to the candidate and not of a kind used for 
the first time at the test. It should not be 
left unattended until every spark has been 
extinguished. If possible, water should be 
poured on the fire before it is buried in 
soil. Great care should be taken to see 
that any half-burned pieces of wood are 
completely extinguished. If a creek is 
nearby, throw them in; if not, they should 
be buried in soil too, not-as some Guides 
feel inclined to do-flung into the surround
ing bushes! Guides should also be taught 
that it is not a good idea to scatter dead 
leaves and twigs over the site of the fire 
when they have buried it, in an effort to 
disguise the fact that a fire has been there. 
Nature will attend to that, and in a few 
days falling leaves will have covered the 
area. By then it will be perfectly safe, but 
there is just the possibility that a spark may 
have been overlooked, and, if the site of the 
fire is covered with dead leaves, they may 
later ignite. 

Cooking: 

It must be of good standard, and should 
consist of two courses and preferably a hot 
drink. Both courses should be ready to be 
served before grace is either sung or said 
while the Guides are standing. The meal 
should be nicely served by only one Guide 
at a time. 

Cleanliness: 

Hands should be cleaned before the meal, 
and the Guides should be neat and tidy 
before leaving for home. Dishes and cooking 
utensils should be cleaned as well as pos
sible before putting in plastic or paper bags 
to carry home. 

A hike should be fun for Guides. If the 
Guide being tested is used to hiking, cook
ing on an open fire, playing games outside, 
she should be able to keep her Guides 
happy and occupied without any sense of 
strain or nervousness. 

C.M.w. 
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DATE TO REMEMBER 
The Annual St. George's Day Service 

for Scouts and Guides will be held at 
St. Paul's Cathedral on Friday, 29th 
April, at 7.45 p .m. 

It is hoped that full details will be 
available for publication in the April 
issue of "Matilda." 

WADDOW HALL, CLITHEROE, 
LANCASHIRE, ENGLAND 

COOK-CATERER WANTED. Small family 
mid-week, grows to 50 week-ends. Salary 

according to experience. £250-300, plus full 
board and lodging. Application, with refer
ences, to The Secretary, Commonwealth 
Training Department, P.O. Box 269, 17-19 
Buckingham Palace Road, London, S.W.!. 

FOR SALE 
GUIDER'S SKIRT AND JACKET. Skirt, 

29-inch waist; jacket, 38-inch. Contact 
Miss Lee at Headquarters for inspection. 

COMMONWEALTH DAY STALL 
Calling for SPECIAL HELP from Council 
Members, Local Associations and Trefoil 

Guilds this JUBILEE YEAR. 

The State Council of the Girl Guides As
sociation of Victoria will hold their Annual 
Commonwealth Day Stall on FRIDAY, 20th 
MAY, 1960, and we will be most grateful for 
every assistance you can give, particularly 
GIFTS of such popular lines as CAKES, 
BISCUITS, JAMS, SCONES, FLOWERS, 
PLANTS, etc. Further details will be pub
lished in "Matilda," but we do want to make 
the stall an outstanding success in our 
JUBILEE YEAR. 

E. F. HALL, 
Secretary Stall Committee. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Private address of Miss Betty M. Macartney, 

State Secretary, is now-
Flat 2, 257 Cotham Road, Kew, E.4. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO "MATILDA," MAY, 1960, IS NOW DUE 
EARLY RENEWAL WILL BE APPRECIATED 

If you are a new subscriber, please write "NEW SUBSCRIBER" across top 
left-hand corner. 
If you have a friend who is interested in Guiding, why not sent her a 
subscription as a present? 
Complete this form and send to Girl Guide Headquarters, 20 Russell Street, 
Melbourne, C.1, marked "Matilda." 
I enclose herewith my subscription to the value of 10/- . (No exchange 
necessary on country cheques. ) Receipts will not be posted unless requested . 
The addresses to which "Matilda" is to be sent are :-

1. Name: Mrs./Miss .... .. ........... .. .. .......... .. ......... .. .................... . .. .. .... ........ ... ............... .. ........... .. 

Address ............ .......... .... ...... .......... ......................... . .... .... ....................... .... .. .......... ....... .............. .. 

2 . Name : Mrs/Miss .................... .. ........... ................................................. .............................. .. 

Address .......... . .. .. ........ ............. .... ... .. ......... ...... ......... ............. ...... ......................... ....................... . 

3. Name : Mrs./Miss .... . .... .. ............................................................................................... .. 

Address ... ..................... ................ .................. ........ ...... ................................. .............. .. ......... ........ . 

Company....... . .... . ............. Pack ......................................... L.A. ................................. . 

DO NOT SEND THIS FORM TO THE EDITOR 
Remember, 30th April is the due date. The May issue will not be posted 
unless subscription is received by this date. So HURRY and make sure 
that you do not miss any issues of "Matilda." 

• 

• 
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• III 

BEFORE AND AFTER RECENT DEVASTATION BY HURRICANE 

Report by Miss Shirley Long, our Victorian Trainer, who spent 
three months in New Hebrides recently. 

When I was asked by the Australian Asso· 
ciation if I would go to the New Hebrides
a group of islands about 2000 miles north· 
east of Sydney-to spend three months as 
Guide Trainer, I knew very little of the ways 
and conditions in the islands. However, as 
I helped the New Hebrideans with their 
Guiding, so they taught me many things 
about their way of life. 

The day I arrived was quite hot and 
humid, and, as the plane came in over the 
coconut palms and dropped down to land 
on the small clearing which served as the 
airfield, I could see a small group of green· 
clad figures standing by the wire fence. Yes, 
these were the Guiders of the New Hebrides, 
with their Commissioner, Mrs. J. E . Owen, 
and the President of the local Guide and 
Scout Council, Mrs. Rennie, wife of the Bri· 
tish Resident Commissioner, who had come 
to meet me. A short drive along a narrow 
dirt road, bordered on either side by dense 

green tropical vegetation, led to Vila, which 
was to be my home for the next , three 
months. I was later to travel that road 
many times, to the village of Mele (now de· 
stroyed by the recent hurricane). 

Another village which I was always de· 
lighted to visit was Erakor, situated on a 
small island about seven or eight miles from 
Vila. A quarter of an hour's drive in the 
Land Rover, ten minutes by outrigger canoe, 
and the island was reached. After beaching 
our canoe, a walk along a white coral path, 
bordered with crotons, to the Church, where 
the Guide and Scout meetings were held. 
It was difficult to know just how many chilo 
dren were Guides, as most of the village 
came along and, if not inside, were peering 
in through the window openings, their white 
teeth flashing, black faces wreathed in grins. 
After the meeting, the entire group would 
escort us to the canoe, their voices coming 
across the water as we paddled back to the 

GIRL GUIDES AND BOY SCOUTS, NEW HEBRIDES 
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mainland, the phosphorescent water drip
ping from the paddle blade, making a fiery 
path in our wake. 

Oh, how eager they were-week after week 
they came, anxious to learn all they could. 
Sometimes I would go out to the villages 
for training, but usually the girls would 
come into Vila, some often having to walk 
13 miles each way, as there are no buses on 
the island. 

And now tragedy has struck-whole vil
lages are flattened, homes destroyed and 
everything lost. They have little else but 
what they stand up in. Perhaps the follow
ing extracts from a letter received from the 
Guide Commissioner in Vila will give you 
some idea of what these people have ex· 
perienced :-

"The shutters on the house had been fas
tened, but they broke loose during the height 
of the storm, and bashed madly about until 
they were smashed to smitllereens, much 
to my relief, as if they hadn't gone, the 
whole house would have broken ... windows 
blew in, the kitchen roof lifted and the ceil
ing fell in . . . rain came in the roof and 
under the doors .. . the lights went off very 
early in the piece, and, as candles couldn't 
stay alight in the gale, it was just a grim 
battle in the darkness to keep doors shut as 
much as I could ... bolts kept shaking loose 
and I spent my time pushing tables and 
chairs against thein all through the night ... 
When I peered out in the grey light of dawn, 
I couldn't believe my eyes . . . houses flat 
on the ground, roofs off, trees uprooted and 
branches scattered everywhere . ... 

It was the villages that we were so wor
ried about-it was a miracle that no lives 
were lost. Erakor, Eratarp, Eton-the sea 
caml! right over these villages, and hardly 
a house stands . . . the water was 4 feet deep, 
and yet they managed to save the piccanin
nies and old people by holding them up out 
of the water ... they have lost everything. 

It is going to take a very long time to 
work back to where we were-the villages 
need all our sympathy and help . . . they 
have lost their gardens and will have to 
rely on rice and tinned food, and it is going 
to tak:e such a lot of our relief money .... 
If you can get hold of any old hand or 
treadle machines which are no longer being 
used, we would be grateful ... as you know, 
they rely on these for making their 'mother 
hubbarbs' (the type of dress the native 
women wear), and so many have been 
washed away ... there is so much to be 
done, but everyone is cheerful." 

THERE IS SO MUCH TO BE DONE
Would YOU like to help? If you would, I 
should be most happy to receive your dona
tions, however small-or large! The money 
will be used to buy material and many of 
the things that are so urgently needed. 

Donations may be sent to
Miss S. B. Long, 

cm. Atkinson and McLachlan Streets, 
Templestowe. 

(Since this article was written, the Chief 
Commissioner for Australia, Miss Manning, 
has, in response to a letter from Miss Long, 
cicularised all States asking them to support 
this appeal.-Ed.) 

mutt::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::u:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::ttl::::::::::::: 
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IS YOUR MAGAZINE! 
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90fJen Jutilee 0/ 9uiJing 
THE FIRST ALL-AUSTRALIA LONE GUIDE CAMP 

It was an experience I shall not forget
from the moment I stepped out of the car, 
after a hot, dusty trip, into the refreshing 
shade and greenness of the beautiful 
grounds surrounding the Guide House, from 
the "Welcome" from the staff and Guides, 
through the settling-in and the time together 
in camp. 

Such interesting Guiders and Guides were 
there to talk to. Some had come thousands 
of miles. Robin Robinson was there from 
Marble Bar (not the least bit worried about 
the hot spell). She had been enrolled as a 
Guide in Perth, then later carried on as a 
Lone.. All budgets are sent to her by 'plane 
and ship. How she was enjoying camping 
and the companionship of other Guides! 

The pool was most popular. In the beauty 
of the setting, one shared the complete en
joyment of the Guides as they splashed 
about in the cool water. A number who had 
never had the opportunity before were 
taught to swim and dive. 

One day, on a hike to the Falls, a Guide 
had a nasty fall. Her companions rendered 
First Aid immediately, and did a splendid 
job. For Guides trained as they are, by 

correspondence, it was a really wonderful 
achievement. 

Young Val Robertson, who is twelve years 
old, lives at an aboriginal station, which is 
managed by her father. It is called Bogga
billa, and is in New South Wales. Mrs. 
Robertson is an ex-Guider. She and Mr. 
Robertson, to say nothing of the dog, tra
velled a thousand miles to visit Val at the 
Lone Camp. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cooper and their family, 
from Lancaster, came down and camped 
overnight beside Britannia Creek. Mrs. 
Cooper is District Commissioner for Kyab
ram. 

Recruit Anne Skelly, of Koolomurt, via 
Coleraine, had the ' experience of a full en' 
rolment ceremony. 

The Guiders present were: Lone Adviser 
for Victoria, Mrs. W. D. Davies; Lone Ad
viser for New South Wales, Mrs. Brennan; 
Captain of Tenderfoot Company, Mrs. Wit
hington; Lieutenant of Tenderfoot Company, 
Mrs. Anguey, who had trained the recruit; 
and Mrs. Oswald, the Captain of the Com
pany to which the recruit was to be trans
ferred. 

The Patrol Leader of her new Company, 
Lesley Burgoyne, presented Anne for enrol
ment. 

To think they could all be together for 
such an occasion was simply wonderful. 
In this section of the Movement it would 
happen rarely. 

Our very distinguished guest, Miss Mildred 
Mode, meant a tremendous lot to the 
Guiders and Guides. Miss Mode is Travel
ling Commissioner for the Pacific, repre
senting the World Bureau. Her sincere per
sonality and sense of humour gave fine 



Mrs. W. DAVIES with MARILYN TURNER (left ) , 

Lone Guide, New Zealand, and 
HELEN TE STRAKE. 

-By courlesy "The Age." 

:lite 
AftAujiralia 

of!onej' Camp 

It 

Below-
Victo: ian girl, ROSA COLES, wears a coolie hat, 
which is admired by South Australians, WENDY 
BRUCE (left) and JENNIFER ALFRED, at the 
first Australian Lone Guides and Rangers Camp 
at Yarra Junction. Lone Guides and Rangers live 
in isolated parts of the country and have no 

Groups. 

-By cour lesy of "The Sun." 

LOAD OF CAMPING GEAR IS CARRIED BY FIRST CLASS GUIDE, 
KATHLEEN WELCH, OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

-By courtesy of "The SUll." 
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The Tent is Up and its occupants are happy. 
. Top (from left) they are: Alys Letcher and Wendy 

Bruce. Centre: Margaret Gooch, Elizabeth Hamilton. 
Front: Kathleen Welsh, Jennifer Alford and Helen Willis. 

leadership to these young Guides along the 
path of Guiding and service to others. 

A birthday party celebrated the Golden 
Jubilee of Guiding. The cake was beauti
fully decorated by Mrs. Withington, with an 
exact replica of the camp badge, and was 
cut by Miss Mode. It was all a most en
joyable occasion. Mrs. Davies received tele
grams for the camp from Headquarters, 
Victoria; State Commissioner, Western Aus
tralia; Lones, South Australia; Lone Adviser 
Commissioner, Headquarters, Anne Shep
perd; Lone Advisers of England, Scotland 
and Wales; Mrs. Wyness, Lone Adviser, 
Canada. All were very thoughtful and en
couraging. 

Some distinguished visitors were our State 
Commissioner, Mrs. Fairbairn; International 
Representative, Mrs. Pearson; State Secre
tary, Miss Macartney; Miss Norma Lee, 
Equipment Secretary, Lone L.A., Mrs. Long; 
Lone L.A. Convener, Hospitality Committee, 
Mrs. Higgs. 

In the evenings there was campfire, and 
the bush rang with lilting voices and laugh
ter. It was so beautiful out there under 
the stars. What it must have meant to 
these youngsters, who are seldom with girls 
of their own age! When they return to 
their homes, what a warm feeling they will 
have when, in their loneliness, they think 6f 
friendship and mirth and this wonderful 
Sisterhood of Guiding! 

I wish I could give you every detail of 
daily happenings . Mrs. Davies will have 
much to tell you, and also "Skipper," of the 
Western Australian Sea Rangers. I wish so 
much you could all have met this wonderful 
person. If we go over the same grOlmd, I 
am sure different versions of it will in
terest you. I, for one, know a great deal 
more about Lone Guides than when I arrived 
at the camp, and regard it as a privilege to 
have been there. I say "thank you most 
sincerely" to our Lone Adviser, Mrs. Davies, 
for giving me the opportunity to visit the 
tirst Australian Lone Guide Camp. 

FAIRLIE DARBY. 
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GALLANTRY CROSSES PRESENTED TO GIRL GUIDES 

Two crosses for gallantry awarded to North
West Coast Girl Gui.des were among presen
tations made to Boy Scouts and Guides by the 
Governor (Lord Rowallan) on Saturday morn
ing. 

His Excdlency made the presentations at a 
rally at Government House attended by about 
4000 from all parts of the State. 

At the end of a ceremony of welcome to 
himself and Lady Rowallan, the Governor pre
sented the Silv€r Cross to Lorraine Monson 
(12), of Stanley, and the Gilt Cross to Eliza
beth Ann Clementson (16), of Devonport. 

He also made one Scout presentation for 
specially distinguished service, and three fOT 
outstanding service. 

Queen's Certificates were presented to foul' 
Guides and 10 Scouts. 

The citations for both gallantry awards said 
that they were for rescuing other children 
from drowning. 

Lorraine Monson's citation said that she 
risked her life to save from drowning eight
year-old Robyn Bartholomew, who was being 
swept away in the sea at Stanley. 

Although Lorraine had just recovered from 
an attack of c,'amp, she immediately re
entered the water when she realised the other 
girl was in danger of being swept into a deep 
hole through which a strong currwt flowed. 

Lorraine was prevented from bringing 
Robyn to the shore, being immobilised by the 
child's strong grasp. However, she continued 
to support her until their cries for assistance 
were heard. 

Their rescuer had said that they had dis
appeared from sight before he started to f>wim 
out to them. 

"They were rescued from the bottom of the 
deep hole, still tightly clasped together, and 
but for Lorraine's bravery and fortitude Robyn 
wO:J.ld have been swept away and drowned," 
the citation added. 

Miss Clementson, a member of the Second 
Launceston Guide Company, rescued a small 
boy from drowning at Muddy Creek on the 
North-West Coast. 

The child, while swimming in the river and 
wearing a large rubber jacket, became im
mobilised and was quickly carried downstream 
by the current into deeper wat€.l' as it was 
flood tide. 

He became panic-stricken. Miss Clement
son plunged fully clothed into the water, dis
entangled the boy from his jacket, and brought 
him safely to the shore. 
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NEW GUIDE CAMPSITE IN 
CAMPERDOWN DIVISION 

The following account comes from a mem
ber of the staff of the week-end camp held 
at Sherbrook River, near Port Campbell, 
on 4th to 6th December, 1959, and is pub
lished by courtesy of the "Lismore Adver
tiser." 

"What a thrill it was for our Guides, and 
for the others (two from each district) to 
be the very first to camp on the new Divi
sion site. And what a lovely place it really 
is. Everything was so fresh and green, even 
before we had a generous fall of rain. Our 
sleeping tents were erected on high ground, 
with a lovely view out over the river and 
across the low hills towards the sea. At 
night, cars on the Ocean Road were like 
fairy lights and very pretty to behold. The 
World Flag flew each day on our camp flag
staff, in front of the semi-circle of tents 
and a triple row of pines provided shade 
and shelter. 

Leaving the sleeping tents behind, we 
passed through more pines, down a short 
slope into a lovely little glade, where store 
tent, stove and all eating facilities were. 
The cup tree looked most glamorous, with 
mugs of many hues hanging on the branch 
ends. Cook Patrol spent most of their time 
in this area, and prepared excellent meals. 
In the glade there are some fruit trees. 

On the nothern side of the glade there is 
a spring of running water in a cool little 
nook, surrOlmded by pussy-willows, ti-trees, 
vines and shrubs. On the east the campsite 
is bounded by the Sherbrook River. At one 
place there is a point running right out 
into a sharp bend of the river, and some 
very large fish were seen swimming lazily 
around in the water. On Opening Day I 
noticed some Guides' little brothers trying 
their luck, but the fish were apparently too 
lazy to bite. It is so easy to imagine what 
lovely swimming pools this river will pro
vide when we have the necessary life-savers. 

Beyond the fence which forms our north
ern boundary we are able to hike along a 
track into the forest, with "the river running 
along far beneath. The foliage and blossom 
along the banks are beautiful. Just now our 
native Christmas Bush is at its best. 

Over the week-end we had a number of 
showers, but water soaked away very 

quickly, and our campsite was surprisingly 
free of mud. Rain became troublesome at 
lunch time on Saturday, so we erected a 
large bell tent for meals in case the weather 
did not permit us to eat in the open. 

Sunday was a great day for us all, as Mrs. 
Bolte arrived to open the campsite at 3 p.m. 
We were thrilled that Mrs. Fairbairn was 
also able to join us, and Miss Peg Barr too. 
The Mayor and Mayoress of Camperdown, 
Shire and Forestry representatives and Scout 
Leaders were all with us for this great 
occasion. 

How proud we were to see so many Divi
sion Guides and Brownies, and also to wel
come such a large gathering of fathers, 
mothers, and friends. 

The opening ceremony took place in the 
glade beside the river, and, after the Guides 
had formed a horseshoe, the Brownies were 
called in to make an inner circle, so that 
they, the Guides of the future, would have 
a part in this important ceremony. 

Before declaring the campsite open, Mrs. 
Bolte told the gathering how happy she was 
to be able to attend as a Guide herself, and 
congratulated the Division on having such 
a beautiful place in which to camp. The 
Australian Flag was then broken by a Colour 
Party chosen from the group of Guides in 
camp, and everyone joined in singing the 
National Anthem. Next we had the plea
sure of listening to our State Commissioner, 
who spoke to the Guides about the big re
sponsibility they now had in maintaining 
the beauty of their campsite, and to the 
Timboon D.C., Mrs. Fox, who extended 
thanks on behalf of the Division to Mrs. 
Bolte and to the Forests Commission and 
its officers for the help in making the site 
available. 

The official ceremony ended with Day
light Taps, and afterwards a blackwood tree 
was planted by the Timboon LA. President 
(Mrs. Walter) as a symbol of our intention 
to foster the love of trees amongst Guides 
who camp at Sherbook River. 

Afternoon tea supplied by the Timboon 
Local Association was served to our distin
guished visitors by Guides in camp (billy 
tea, of course), and then the work of striking 
camp began. It was amazing how soon aU 

(Concluded next column) 
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1st MELBOURNE CADET COMPANY 
" SHOOTS THE RAPIDS" AT JAMIESON 
Kooroora Motel, near Jamieson, was the 

scene of o,ur final week-end for the year 1959. 

We left Melbourne by bus at 6.30 p.m. on 
Friday, 11th December, singing on our way 
and watching the ever changing landscape 
as we drove through the forests with the 
dark trees silhouetted against the lighter 
sky. Soon after 11 p.m. we reached the 
motel, where, in front of a blazing log-fire, 
we were served with a welcome cup of 
coffee and savouries, and then to bed! Most 
of the bedrooms are designed for three 
people, and each room has the tiniest bath
room imaginable. From the windows we 
looked out on the lovely Goulburn River 
with blue-green hills in the background. 

After breakfast we were taken in a van 
up the Goulburn River to "shoot the rapids." 
We had taken four boats with us, and, after 
a little instruction on how to steer, we 
launched our boats and off we went. The 
river was deep, green and mysterious, with 
overhanging green branches. Our boat 
moved fairly swiftly, if rather erratically. 
All was peaceful until suddenly-scrunch! 
we were stuck on the rocks! Oh dear! 
we were meant to shoot the rapids, not let 
them defeat us! We rocked the boat, and, 
suddenly, we were floating again. As the 
steersman improved, we hit the bank less 

(Concluded from previous page) 

the tents were down and all camping gear 
folded and packed for transportation. We 
are most grateful to parents and friends who 
helped with the striking and also with the 
transport of Guides, Brownies and equip
ment to and from the campsite. 

I feel all who attended this camp were 
sorry when it was at an end. Now we have 
our own Division site, we hope a number 
of Guiders will complete campcraft train
ing so that many more such happy times 
under canvas will be possible for our Guides. 

"YALTARRA." 

frequently, though we often shot the rapids 
stern first! Scrunch!... we were stuck 
again! This time rocking did not help, so 
we had to hop out a'nd push. The current 
was so strong we nearly lost the boat. The 
other three boats were now out of sight, 
and we lost contact with everyone for hours. 
Suddenly, rounding a bend, we came upon 
two fishermen, who told us the other boats 
had already passed them some time earlier. 
On enquiring the time, we were startled to 
find it was 3 p.m. No wonder we were 
hungry! The sun went under a cloud, it 
began to rain, we were tired, cold and 
miserable when, finally, after another hour, 
we saw the other boats drawn up on the 
beach! The van picked us up and took 
us back to the motel for a hot bath and a 
meal. 

On Sunday morning we had another ad· 
venture-this time in a motor-boat in a wide 
"meander" of the river opposite the motel, 
where the water was full of old trees and 
fences. We took it in turns to steer, and 
were almost back to the jetty when, with a 
sickening bump, we hit a submerged stump. 
We noted that rather a lot of water was 
coming into the boat, so we dragged her 
up on to the mud-bank, and took it in turns 
to pump out the water-we had holed the 
boat! We spent the afternoon riding horses 
-NOT rapids; Soon after 4 p.m. we set 
off on the return journey to Melbourne. 
Thus ended an adventurous and memorable 
week-end. 

1st MELBOURNE CADETS. 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::+.:::::::::::: :::::::: 

MATILDA 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

NOW DUE 
:nu::::::.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
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WAS THE 11th DECEMBER AN 
IMPORTANT DAY? 

Yes, it certainly was, because Brownie 
Susanne Coadie (1st St. Faith's, Narrabeen), 
Guide Narelle Webber (1st Northbridge) and 
myself were to be presented to Lady Slim 
at Admiralty House at 11 a.m. 

After meeting Miss Manning, our Federal 
Commissioner, Mrs. Charlton, our Federal 
Treasurer, and Mrs. Nicholson, N.S.W. Sea 
Ranger Adviser, at the gates of Admiralty 
House, we received our instructions about 
the procedure of the occasion, and signed 
the visitors' book, and then proceeded to
wards the House. 

The crucial moment arrived-in a mag· 
nificent sitting-room with English-style fur
nishings we awaited the arrival of Lady 
Slim-then we were presented in turn to 
Lady Slim by our Federal Commissioner 
Miss Manning. After thanking Lady Sli~ 
for being our President of the Girl Guides 
Association of Australia and conveying our 
good wishes, Susanne presented a black 
opal and diamond ring as a fare.well gift 
from the Girl Guide Movement. 

A pleasant surprise followed; morning tea 
was served, and during this time the con
versation revolved around important events 
taking place in our different units and vari
ous tours and visits made by Lady Slim in 
her stay in Australia. During the course 
of conversation, it was noticeable how Lady 
Slim occasionally admired her beautiful 
ring. We were especially asked by Lady 
Slim to convey all her good wishes and to 
say "thank you" for such a wonderful gift. 

H is regrettable that Lady Slim, a woman 
with a charming personality and a friendly 
nature, must vacate her position as Presi
dent of the Girl Guides Association of Aus
tralia. 

Many photographs and interviews with 
Lady Slim followed outside the entrance to 
Admiralty House by reporters, where we said 
good-bye to this wonderful person. 

What a memorable occasion this was
to be presented to Lady Slim on behalf of 
the Girl Guides Association-and one that 
will certainly be remembered for many 
years to come. 

ROBYN BOGG, 
No. 1 Lidcombe Air Rangers, N.S.w. 

On the 11th December, 1959, a Brownie, 
Guide and Air Ranger went t.p Admiralty 
House to present Lady Slim with an opal 
ring surrounded by diamonds. When I ar
rived, I signed the visitors' book, and then 
I was told what to do. I was told that I 
was to present Lady Slim with the ring, 
and I had to make a little speech when 
giving it to her. I went to my mother and 
told her I had to make a speech and pre
sent Lady Slim with the ring. I said, "Oh, 
mummy, what will I say?" My mother told 
me, and I went on my way towards Ad
miralty House. We arrived and were greet
ed by a man with whom we arranged all 
the plans. 

Then Lady Slim came into the room. She 
was wearing a cool summer frock, with the 
Guide Badge on it. Before we said our 
piece, we had to curtsy and salute. While 
Lady Slim was talking to the Ranger, I was 
given the ring, and when it was my turn to 
say something I said, "We would like to give 
you this ring on behalf of the Guides of 
Australia." She was so pleased that she 
forced it on her finger. We then sat down 
to have morning tea. I enjoyed the morn
ing tea, and Lady Slim asked us what we 
were going to do in the holidays. I said 
I was going to my uncle's farm. Then, after 
morning tea, we went out to have our photo 
taken wi th Lady Slim. I said good-bye and 
I went home very, very happy. 

SUSANNE COADY, 
1st Narrabeen (St. Faith's) Brownie Pack. 

At 11 a.m. on Friday, the 11th of Decem
ber, a group of people, including Miss Man
ning, Chief Commissioner for Australia, Mrs. 
Charlton, Australian Treasurer, Mrs. Nichol
son, Sea Ranger Section Adviser of N.S.W.; 
Ro.bin Bogg, an Air Ranger; Susanne Coady, 
a Brownie; and myself, a Girl Guide, signed 
the visitors' book at Admiralty House, and 
then proceeded into one of the magnificently 
furnished rooms of the residence. 

Everybody was quite excited, as we were 
representing all sections of the Girl Guide 
Movement on this very important occasion 
of bidding farewell to Lady Slim. As we 
waited we heard footsteps on the stairs, and 
knew that Lady Slim was coming. Everyone 

• 
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EQUIPMENT DEPARTMENT 
OPEN--Week Days : 9 .30 a.m. to S.30 p.m. 

Saturdays : 9 .5 a.m. to 12 noon. Holiday week-ends excepted. 
Shop - - - - MF 6023 Office - - - MF 4545 

Country Cheques payable to Girl Guides Association are free of exchange. 

UNIFORM 

Guiders: 
Jackets, from £5/2/6 to £5/10/6 
Skirts ...... from £3/S/6 to £3/1S/6 
Blouses .......... ...... £1/9/11 
Berets ... . 14/9 
Pullovers and Cardigans, 

from £2/4/6 to £2/14/6 
Tie .... .. ...... ..... 5/9 
Gloves .................................... £ 1/3/-
Overnight Bag (Navy) .. .. .. £l/S/-
Belt .. .... ...... 7/
Skirt and Jacket Material, 

per yard 30/
Lystav Overall £3/17/6 
Shoulder Bag (Brown) ...... £2/2/ 
Gaberdine Raincoats, good value, 

£7/10/-
Blouse Material ...... per yard 6/11 
Lystav ................... .. . per yard 10/9 

Sea: 
Skirts . .. .. from £3/10/- to £3/12/6 
White Blouse ..... . ..... £ 1/5/9 
T Shirts .... ....... 15/9 
Blue Woggle ...... ..... ...... 1/-
Bosun 's Call ..... ...... ...... .. .... ... 7/9 
Scarf ...... 3/3 
Pullovers (Navy) . 

from £2/4/6 to £2/14/6 
Lanyard ............ ........... ...... 1/6 

Land Ranger: 
Skirts, Belts and Pullovers as for 

Sea Rangers (see above ) 
Grey Blouse ...... ...... £ 1/5/9 
Navy Scarf ........... ...... 4/9 
Beret and Badge 16/3 
Red Woggle ...... ...... ...... 1/-

Air Ranger: 
Ski rts, Belts as for 

Sea Range~ (see above) 
Pale Blue Blouse ...... £1/9/11 
Scarf (Black) ...... .... ...... 3/3 
Glengarry Caps ...... 12/6 
Glengarry Cap Badge 2/6 
Pullover (Pale Blue) 

from £2/4/6 to £2/14/6 
Guide: 

Dress ..... . from £2/4/9 to £2/8/9 
Beret and Badge ...... ...... .. .... ...... 9/6 
Pullovers (Junior Navy) 

from £2/4/6 to £2/14/6 
Hats ...... . ................... £1/2/-
Material .. .. .... per yard 8/-
Belt .... .. 7/-
Pantees . .. .................. .. 6/9 

3/-
6/9 

Tie ................. ....... .... . 
Sox .......................................... .. 

Brownie: 
Dress from £1/14/9 to £1/18/9 
Cap ... ...................................... 6/9 
Belt . ...... ...... .. .... ...... 4/-
Hat .. .. .... ... .. .. ................. .. ...... 12/6 
Pantees ... ...... .. ... 6/9 
Tie 3/-
Pouch ...... ...... ...... . .... .... ... 4/-
Sox .. ... . 6/9 
Materia I ... per yard 8/-

Camp Uniforms: 
Shorts ...... £1/5/11 to £1/9/11 
Blouse .. ...... .... .. . 15/-
Ha~ . 13/9 

Rangers: 
Belt ..... . 
Cap .... .. 

7/
£1/10/ -

Jubilee Year Cloth Badges.-We regret that there has been an increase in the 
cost of these, as advertised in February "Matilda." The new price is 3d. each; 
no reduction on the dozen . The price of the Jubilee Metal Badges is the same, 
2/6. B. J . RAWSON, Shop Manageress. 
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