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AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE YOUTH GARDEN 
PARTY 

Five hundred Girl Guides received invitation 
from His Excellency the Governor of Victoria 
and Lady Brooks to attend a Youth Garden 
Party on Saturday, March 12th, 1960. 

Invitations were allotted between Metropolitan 
and Country Divisions, and distance certainly was 
no obstacle. For instance, scycn Guides arrived 
from Portland at midnight on the Friday. They 
probably had very little sleep, but at that age. 
and for that occasion, who worries? 

On a glorious morning the Guides were in
spected, and all, trim in their blue uniforms, 
passed through the gates of Government House 
into the beautiful gardens-just a blaze of colour 
in the sunshine. 

Sir Dallas and Lady Brooks walked among the 
thousands of guests and spoke to many personally. 
while a great circle was formed on the lawn 
with boys and girls in layers-some sitting on the 
ground, some on chair, and several rows stand
ing behind, to watch the events prepared for 
them. 

The Army displayed the latest mechanised 
vehicles, from a huge amphibious 'Duck' to a 
small all-purpose supply trucks that can reverse 
directly from a forward movement. All but the 
'huge affair' in the background moved about the 
lawn, ami later were rushed by volunteers when 
rides were offered. 

The Navy displayed gymnastics, especially 
vaulting, by instructors from Flinders Naval Base, 
and members of a band performed intricate 
marching to their own music. 

Just outside the Government House gates over 
500 Guides assembled, and at about 10.30 a.m. 
we all proceeded to walk into the Government 
House gardens which looked in beautiful shape. 
All, about 3,600 in number, were assembled in 
a gigantic ring and were waiting for the Governor 
and his wife to appear. I, myself. expected him 
to come out of the house, and I was very sur
prised and delighted to see the Governor come 
in to the circle through a crowd of young people. 

The first of the demonstrations was given by 
a team from the Army. The Army 'duck' and 
'mule,' which turned out to be very popular 

The Air Force demonstrated the Jate~t escape 
equipment for pilots in emergency:--ejectment 
from seat, unfolding parachute, inflating lifebelt, 
expanding rubber dinghy on the sea. 

Everything was explained in the clearest way, 
with just the details one would wish to know, 
that carried perfectly across the circle. Bands 
played gaily during the intervals. 

We ask every member of Her Majesty's Ser
vices who took part in these vigorous and interest
ing display to accept our enthusiastic gratitude. 

Our Vice-Regal host spoke a welcome to the 
young people from himself and Lady Brooks. 
During his speech he introduced Major-General 
Ramsay, who that day retired from the position 
of Director of Education, and led everyone in 
rousing applause to acknowledge the Director's 
services during 11 years. 

Then came the Order to BREAK A 0 RUSH 
-to the refreshment marquees. And did we 
OBEY! 

We enjoyed a time of pleasant meeting till 
the National Anthem ended a memorable morn
ing. 

'" e werc indeed honoured to be the guests 
of Our Governor and Our State President, and 
are filled with deep appreciation for their generous 
consideration in planning the delightful entertain· 
ment. 

'Illank you, Your Excellency and Lady Brooks 
with all our hearts. 

among the young men present, were flllly ex
plained to us. Then followed an excellent ex
hibition on the parallel bars and then on the 
vaulting horse. This exhibition was given by a 
team from the Navy. After this we had explained 
to us the 3b fully automatic chair. This was 
very intercsting. 

A marching exhibition given by the avy band 
concluded the displays. Sir Dallas then spoke 
briefly, and the pleasant party ended with excel
lent refreshments. 

AN E HALLS, 
1st St. Arnaud, Girl Guide Co. 

• 
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March seems to be tbe month of special meet
ings for organising and getting into order pro
jects for tbe year. 

It is sometimes Gifficult to remember which 
project belongs to what, when one is interested 
in several organisations. However, I feel there 
is never any doubt about the Girl Guide activi
ties. Thank goodness for that! 

How many of us, I wonder, joined in tbe 
Women's World Day of Prayer on the 4th March? 
We had rather a lovely service in our village of 
Skipton. This is something we can take part in 
individually. 

At our Victorian Council Meeting we had as 
our guest speaker Miss Shirley Long who has 
been training in the New Hebrides. Her slides 
were lovely, and with her talk it did give us all 
a real insight to her work among these islands. 
You all know the terrible disaster and devastation 
caused by the hurricane, and how sad Miss Long 
is. Owing to Miss Long's hard work for assist
ance for these people she was sending off the 
next day 17 sewing machines, amongst other 
things. 1 expect more help has come since then. 
What a wonderful response. This must surely 
make the Islanders realise how much Australia 
really cares about them. 

Everyone had a lovely party at Government 
House on the 12th. Unfortunately, at the last 
moment I was unable to attend. 

Lady Brooks, our President, has carried on her 
various commitments as usual helping others. 
We do hope she feels our love and sympathy 
which goes out to her in the loss of her Mother. 

Some of you have partaken in this operation 
"Link Up," as it is called. Part of Jubilee cele
brations. I hear it is being very successful. One 
"Link Up" visiting Hamilton, managed to call 
in at Banongill on their way home for a quick 
look at the garden. I was so delighted, but dis
appointed to be away. 

How are the various districts doing with their 
efforts to help Refugee Year? It really means a 
company's small effort or each person's small 
effort generally. Perhaps Ire could deny ourselves 
a few sweets. Just a penny, or two pence, 
mounts up you know, if everyone does it. Quite 

a few districts have already taken part in outside 
functions arranged for Refugee Year. 

With all these exciting events coming on this 
year, I feel more and more the need for leaders. 
Couldn't we go out and look, and try to interest 
more young people? There are so many faithful 
members in all Branches, and in our office, who 
are grossly overworked, because they are always 
doing all in their power to help this Movement's 
progress. Never could we express adequately 
our appreciation, but sometimes it seems grossly 
unfair that so much should fall on comparatively 
so few. If you are short in your District of 
Leaders, etc., do please make an extra big effort. 
It will certainly give you an easier time later on, 
and does help to make things run more smoothly. 

Sometimes I am asked couldn't Headquarters 
do something about it? Well, frankly "not much" 
is the answer. You know the people in your 
district, and after you have more or less selected 
a few, we do help them by confirming their ap
pointment, and training them if it is necessary. 
We have a terrific job at Headquarters, and we 
are always willing to do all we can. I per
sonally felt when I had a district, it was like my 
home. I wanted people I knew and felt I could 
find them more easily than anyone outside the 
district, as I knew them better. 

We are concentrating on our development plan 
in new settlement areas, which is taking person
nel, and time. We will do all we can to help 
you, but Local Associations, Commissioners, and 
Guiders-in fact, everyone, do make it a pro
ject. 

To me, in these special years of celebrations 
and thanksgivings, it isn't just the special pro
jects, etc., that count, but personal contacts, talk
ing about the Movement, interesting people, and 
trying to get them to come and help. Let us get 
at it and see what can be done. Although we 
are doing well, we can always do better. 
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The Guiders' Meeting 
TRA~G DEPARTMENT 

TRAINING COURSES FOR GUIDERS 
GUIDE GUIDERS: 

Daytime: 10 a.m. to 12 noon at 457 St. Kilda 
Road, Melbourne. Commencing WEDNESDAY, 
25th MAY, 1960, and continuing for 12 weeks. 
Fee, 7/6, payable at first class. Guider-in-Charge: 
Mrs. B. McNally. 
BROWNIE GUIDERS: 

Daytime: 10 a.m. to 12 noon at Guide Head
quarters. Commencing THURSDAY, 26th MAY, 
1960, and continuing for 8 weeks. Guider-in
Charge: Miss D. Holtz. Fee, 4/6. payable at 
first class. 

Evening: 7.45 p.m. to 9.45 p.m. at Guide Head
quarters. Commencing TUESDAY, 31st MAY, 
1960, and continuing for 8 weeks. Fee, 4/6, 
payable at first class. Guider-in-Charge: Mrs. J . 
Barratt. 

USEFUL ARTS AND CRAFTS COURSE 
Daytime: 10 a.m. to 12 noon at Guide Head

quarters. 
Evening: 7.45 p.m. to 9.45 p.m. at Guide 

Headquarters. Both commencing on WEDNES
DA Y, 1st JUNE, and continuing for 4 weeks. 
Fee, 2/-, payable at first class. Leader: Miss P. 
Honey, Field Officer, National Fitness Council. 

All applications to be sent on the Official 
Nomination Form to the Secretary to Advisers 
at Headquarters at Jeast one week before each 
Course. CYNTHIA WALKER, 

Training Adviser. 

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH DA Y STALL 
May 20th, 1960-8.30 a.m.- 3 p.m. 

Anything that you can send or bring will 
be most gratefully received. Biscuits and little 
cakes (in packets) small pots of jam (priced, 
please, if possible), flowers, produce, etc., are 
especially welcome. 

Arrangements are being made to have cut 
sandwich "lunches" for selling on the Stall by 
mid-day. 

DEPOTS: As in April "Matilda" with the 
addition of: 

Mr. V. H. DALES, 
8 Macfarlane Street, 
Montmorency (Tel. JF 1455). 
Mrs. B. HALL (Sec. Stall Committee), 
37 Bond Street, 
Ringwood (Tel. WU 6560). 

PATROL LEADERS' CAMP, SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA 

Preliminary information of the proposed 
Golden Jubilee Patrol Leaders' Camp to be held 
in South Australia from 29th November, 1960, 
to 7th January, 1961. A week's hospitality will 
be available after the camp. 

The camp, which will be under canvas, will be 
held at "Woodhouse," the Boy Scouts' Memorial 
Training Centre, situated at Stirling, in the Mount 
Lofty Ranges, 15 miles from Adelaide. 

Each State has been invited to send 10 Patrol 
Leaders and 2 Guiders, preferably with camping 
experience, to represent their State at this gather
ing. It is felt advisable for the party to be 
accompanied by two Guiders to allow for any 
contingencies which may arise. 

The programme will include visits to places of 
interest in Adelaide and surrounding country, 
and exchange of Patrol ideas. 

Details regarding fees, applications, and other 
infromation will be made available to you in the 
near future. 

MAVIS McDONALD, 
Camping Adviser. 

Campcraft Week-ends will be held at the 
GUIDE HOUSE on the week-ends of: 9th-10th 
JULY, 6th-7th AUGUST, 24th-25th SEPTEM
BER, 29th-30th OCTOBER. 

FEE: 15/-, plus fares, for each week-end. 
APPLICATIONS from those wishing to attend 

should be sent to Miss Norma Lee, Secretary to 
Advisers, c/o Guide Headquarters, on or before 
Friday, 17th June, and those applying should be 
prepared to attend the complete course of train
ing. 

MAVIS McDONALD, 
Camping Adviser. 

There will be a training week-end for Catholic 
Guiders and Guides and Rangers on June 3-5. 
It is limited to P.L.'s and Seconds. 

For more details, contact Fr. Atkins, St. Peter 
and Paul's, South Melbourne. 

JACY ALLOCK CAMPSITE 
Would Campers please note that all bookings 

for this Campsite should be made with the Book
ing Secretary (Miss G. Thurgood), Girl Guides' 
Association, 20 Russell Street, Melbourne. 

• 
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VICTORIAN GUIDERS' LmRARY 

ADDITIONAL BOOKS: 
In order that requests for the following books 

may be met, the Library is pleased to adVise that 
further copies are now available:-

27 Years with Baden-Powell-by E. K. Wade. 

The World Chief Guide-by E. K. Wade. 

B.P.'s Outlook-by the Founder. 

The True Book About Girl Guides 
-by Alix Little. 

The Wolf Cub's Handbook-by the Founder. 

Trefoil Around the World 
-World Association. 

The Brownje Pack-by Ailsa Brambleby. 

Guiding for the Guider-C.H .Q. publication. 

Drill and Ceremonial-C.H.Q. publication. 

Girl Guiding-Centenary Edition 
-by the Founder. 

The Library extends grateful thanks to Miss E. 
Moran and Miss S. Irving for their contribution 
of books for the Library. 

Jubilee Year: The forerunner of the "Guider" 
was "THE GIRL GUIDE GAZETTE" - for 
Guiders and Commissioners. Bound volumes of 
this magazine arc available from the year 1924. 
Thes volumes are for Library Borrowers and 
contain much information and pictures of early 
Guide uniforms, and about early Tests, Badges, 
and Camping, that may be useful for Gu iders 
seeking this information during Jubilee Year. 

TO BECOME A BORROWER, see the Notice 
Board in the Training Room at H.Q., or write 
direct to the Convenor at H.Q. 

CLOSED FOR STOCK·TAKING. Borrowers, 
please note that the Library will be CLOSED 
from JUNE 6th-14th for Stock-taking. All book~ 
will need to be returned by JUNE 4th. 

LAURIE SHARP, 
Convenor. 

" OPEN TO ALL" 
"It is a world-wide movement, and open to 

all , regardless of colour, class or creed." J re
mind myself again that I am at Guide Head
quarters being introduced to the Guide move
ment; and not at Scripture Union House where 
I often go. But this introduction might serve 
for either organisation: Guides and Scripture 
Union are both international in scope; open to all . 

Scripture Unjon is the older movement; it 
began on April Fool's Day, 1879! It has a single, 
specialized, spiritual purpose - to encourage all 
people to read and understand the Bible, and to 
know, love, and serve Jesus Christ as He is pre
sented there. Scripture Unjon, like a Brownie, is 
eager to "lend a hand"; the helping hand of a 
PLAN of reading-a passage a day for the Chris
tian way. It is the faithful, daily study of the Bible 
that is so especially instructive, encouraging, and 
satisfying. The annual SUbscription is sixpence, and 
each membersrup card has one year's plan of 
readings; cards are printed in more than a hun
dred languages. In Australia the four cards for 
different groups-Junjor, Intermediate, Standard 
(for adults), and Bible Study (for students)-have 
recently been joined by a fifth card, the Girl 
Guide Scripture Union Membership Card. May 
this card "lend a hand" to you? Our "duty to 
God" and "to help other people" is certainly set 
forth in thc Bible. Who will not be mightily 
encouraged in obedience to the Guide Law by 
a study of God's Law? In this quicksand 20th 
Century, where better can we look for guidance 
than to the Book which is steadfast through many 
centuries? Guiders require, not only guidance for 
themselves, but also for the Guides in their care. 
Scripture Union offers you a fresh opponunity to 
point girls to the One Great Guide above all, 
and to His wonderful Book. 

GRACE HOLDEN, 
Merri Division. 

Guide Scripture Union Cards are available at 
Headquarters. Notes to amplify the Bib le Read
ings are available at Scripture Union Headquar· 
ters, 49 Rathdown Street, Carlton. 

For further information, contact: 
MISS BEVERLIE MAY, 

8 Allister Street, 
Phone JW 4596. North Fitzroy, N.7. 

FOR SERVICE 
Thanks Badges have been awarded to: 

M r. C. J. Wright, Cheltenham, 1st Balwyn 
(14th Camberwell) Senior Scout Troop. 
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LOOKING BACK AND LOOKING FORWARD 

-By Courtesy "The Guider." 

So here we are, all of us, rejoicing in cele
brating our Jubilee Year of Guiding. As we look 
back over the last 50 years we can see the ~ounda
tions securely laid and the first story of our 
building completed according to the design of the 
architect--<lur Founder. And we think of the 
grand team of builders and craftsmen who worked 
so well to carry out his design, each doing her 
bit whether as stonemason, carver, artist, engineer, 
plasterer, decorator, or what have you, to make 
the building as beautiful and as useful as the 
architect intended; for without this wonderful 
team of enthusiasts his plan could have come to 
nothing! 

Now we have completed the ground floor and 
have come to the next storey, still working to the 
architect's plan but with a new body of builders, 
each one adding her share to the perfection of the 
whole-and who knows what lovely floors and 
rooms and landings the next 50 years is going 
to see! 

So we do, indeed, look back with gratitude and 
thankfulness to all those early builders who had 
the faith and the courage to begin the work; we 
look around with joy at the vast number of 
builders of today; and we look forward with 
confidence to the future when, in ever-increasing 
numbers, the children and grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren of these pioneers will want to 
take their share in building up this great world 
edifice that shall one day be. 

OLA VE BADEN-POWELL. 

JUBILEE OF GUIDING-1910-1960 
VICTORIAN TOWN-AND-COUNTRY JOINT 

ACTIVITIES 

I have received lately most interesting reports 
of activities held, and of plans for others. 

The combined Lilydale, Healesville, Warburton 
and Eildon Weir Divisions are camping together 
at HealesviUe at Easter. They have chosen their 
camp name, "Mawambalyim Billiko," meaning 
"All get together to kindle a fire," and each of 
the 4 groups, and the patrols which form them, 
will also have aboriginal names. The whole 
theme of the camp will be on friendship. I'm a 
sure all Matilda readers join me in wishing them _ 
"Good camping and lasting friendships." 

Port Phillip Division asked representatives from 
their 'Pair,' Bass, to join them at Swimming 
sports early in the year, which was something 
different, and all enjoyed themselves. 

Several bus-loads of town Guides have been 
to country centres during recent week-ends, and 
the Commissioners from whom I have heard, all 
declare that the necessary planning, and the time 
it took up, was well rewarded. Nobody has told 
me the details of what they did, but there seems 
no doubt that the town Guides have enjoyed the 
trips, and the country Guides have been wonder
fully kind and hospitable. Guides from Outer 
Southern Division came back from Yarram and 
the Yallourn areas asking: "Why can't we do this 
more often?" Northern Suburbs Division report 
having a wonderful time at Echuca, and some-
body was kind enough to send me a copy of a 
Hamilton paper, which reported that it was "a 
grand and memorable occasion," when Guides 
from Melbourne (Merri Division) joined Guides 
of the district in their Jubilee celebrations. I 
hope all others are equally happy when their turn 
comes. 

Plans I have heard of are: Guides from Kew 
and North Kew will visit MaLlee towns over the 
Easter period, some of them will be camping. 
Anzac week-end will find Guides from Koonung 
at Shepparton and places north, and others in the 
Benalla area; and at the same time, Waverley 
Division will be visiting Warragul and nearby 
towns and the Loch area. 

Others again have plans for the May school 
holidays. Maybe some of you will write your 
own account of your visit to Matilda. 

• 
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1 was very pleased to read the following at 
the end of one letter . . . perhaps it will set 
you thinking . . . "A a Jubilee Good Turn. 
our Division is planning to make a gift of a 
children's library to the Korumburra Bush Nursing 
Hospital." 

ENID BUNNING, 
Convenor. Victorian Guide Jubilee Celebrations. 

EXTENSION SECTION - JUBILEE 
CELEBRATIONS 

As part of the Jubilee celebrations the Exten
sion Section is trying to raise money to help 
less fortunate handicapped girls, principally blind 
Brownies and Guides in Hong Kong. 

In order to do this, we are holding a Fete; a 
Bring-a-gift-and-buy-a-gift afternoon, on 4th June. 
at the Victorian School for Deaf Children, 
through the kindness of the Superintendent of 
the School. The School is in SI. Kilda Road, at 
the corner of High SI. 

It will be open from 1.30 p.m. to 4.30, and 
our State Commissioner, Mr . Fairbairn, has very 
kindly agreed to open it officially at 2 p.m. 

There will be all the u ual staUs-produce, 
groceries, sweets, cakes and many others, includ
ing pony rides. 

The Extensions themselves will be in charge 
of the stalls, aided where necessary by some of 
our more active friends. 

Rangers from tbe Extension Company will look 
after the cash on some of the stalls, deaf Guides 
will help with afternon tea, and tbe Blind Guides 
and Brownies will be in charge of tbe Fish-pond. 

This is the first time that the handicapped 
Guides of Victoria have combined in a large
scale effort to render service, and we do hope 
that many members of the Movement will come 
along on Saturday, 4th June, to help us in our 
effort to help others. 

MISS M. LAMBE, 
Extension Advisor. 

FILMS 

Please note that all Guide films are now avail
able, for loan, only from the State Film Centre. 
Any group wishing to borrow a film are to make 
application direct to: The Librarian, State Film 
Centre. 110 Victoria Street, Carlton. N.3. 

Coloured slides are sti ll di tributed by Head
quarters. 

JUBILEE TOWN AND COUNTRY 'LINK-UP' 
MERRI DIVISION with HAMILTON & OVENS 

RIVER DIVISIONS 

To have witne sed the sight of Guide hostess 
and guest meeting for the first time, going off 
together at a late hour on Friday night to the 
home of the hoste s, then happy week-end inter
<:ourse and genuine regretful leave-taking on 
Sunday afternon was surely ample reward for 
organising "Link-Up" week-ends at Hamilton and 
Ovens River Divisions. 

Merri Division, being large in area and num
bers, is paired with both Hamilton and Ovens, 
and, by pure co-incidence, the invitations to spend 
a week-end in these two places fell on the same 
date. So, at 5.30 on Friday evening, 18th March, 
70 Guides and Guiders from Northcote, Fitzroy 
and Collingwood set out in two motor coaches 
on a six-hour drive to Hamilton, and at the same 
time 71 from Preston, Reservoir and WhittJesea 
left for Wangaratta and Myrtleford. 

On arrival at Hamilton, Guides were claimed 
by their ho tesses and driven off to homes in 
Byaduk, Cavendish, Macarthur and Hamilton. 
(En route to Hamilton, 15 Guides had been 'off
loaded' at Glenthomp on.) On the Saturday a 
March-Past took place in Hamilton, followed by 
afternoon tea and team games. The evening 
meal can only be described as a "feast!" and a 
very grateful tribute must be paid to the ladies 
of all the District Local Associations, who are 
obviously well experienced in the way to a 
Guide' heart! - for it was the L.A.s. who pro
vided both afternoon and evening tea. 

Camp-fire concluded this memorable day. On 
Sunday morning Guides attended churches in the 
Districts in which they were taying, then, at 2 
p.m., assembled again in Hamilton to bid a re
luctant farewell to their newly-found friends. 

The Ovens River Division expedition met with 
the arne overwhelming hospitality. 46 Guides 
and Guiders tayed in Wangaratta and the re
mainder went on a further 30 miles to Myrtle
ford, where 20 Guides from Beechworth and 
Bright were encamped to meet their guests from 
Melbourne. 

The Guides who stayed in Wangaratta were 
joined on Saturday morning by a bu -load of 
Guides from Yarrawonga, who had come more 
than 30 miles to join in the festivities. Morning 
anJ early afternoon were spent on the property 
of Mrs. Amory, where city Guides were intro
duced to mysteries of fann·lifc. the weather 

( Can tin ued page 9) 



Page Eight * May, 1960. m 1/ _____________________________________________ all~a 

Will YOU help? 

THE FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF 

VICTORIA 
can help you with your Nature knowledge. 
These are some of the Club's activities: 

• General meetings once a month, with informa
tive well-illustrated talks by prominent natura
lists. 

• Meetings of study groups comprising those with 
specialised interests such as geology, botany, 
microscopy, entomology and marine biology. 
A junior group caters for younger members. 

• Organised excursions, led by Nature experts, 
to places of interest, both near and far. 

• The maintenance of a large lending and refer
ence library of Nature books and periodicals. 

• The publication monthly of the Victorian 
Naturalist, a well-illustrated Nature magazine 
produced for the general reader rather than the 
expert. This is issued free to all members. 
Membership is available to any person inter-

ested in Nature study. It is not necessary to have 
any specialised knowledge. Annual membership 
fees are: 

Ordinary Members (living within 20 miles of 
G.P.O., Melbourne) ...... .. ..... ... ..... ... £2/0/0 

Country Members (living over 20 miles from 
G.P.O., Melbourne) .. ... ... ...... .. .... ... . £1/10/0 

Junior Members (under 18 years of age) £1/5/0 

Subscription to the Victorian Naturalist (for 
non-members) is £1/10/0 per annum. 

Both the Field Naturalists' Club year and each 
new volume of the Victorian NaturaJist com
mence in May, so now is the time to subscribe. 

Other Field Naturalists' Club publications are: 

Wildflowers of Victoria, by Jean Galbraith. The 
175 pages of text deal with about 1,000 species, 
and there are 185 photographic reproductions. 
Price 15/-. 

Ferns of Victoria and Tasmania, by N. A. Wake
field. The 116 species known are described 
and illustrated by line drawings, and there are 
30 photographs. Price 7/6. 

Victorian Toadstools and Mushrooms, by J. H. 
Willis. This describes 120 toadstool species 
and many other fungi. There are four coloured 
plates and 31 other illustrations. Edible species 
are noted. Price 6/-. 

Address orders and enquiries to Editor, 
Victorian Naturalist, P.O. Box 21, Noble Park, 
Victoria. Phone 746-8440. 

AN EXCURSION TO FLINDERS 

One lovely Saturday morning in March, 1st 
Langwarrin Brownies and Guides set off to a 
shell and marine life excursion at Flinders, to 
which they had been invited by the Frankston 
Field Naturalist Club. 

The tide was wen out when the Guides and 
Brownies reached the ocean beach, and after 
putting on old shoes, they took their buckets 
over the rocks to the tide line. Everyone was 
so intere ted in gathering shens and exploring 
the amazingly beautiful rock pools, that the tide 
began to change almost before anyone realized it. 

After lunch on the beach, the leader of the 
excursion showed the Brownies and Guides the 
specimens collected by the club members. These 
included an enormous elephant snail, various 
species of star fish , a tiny octopus, and a beauti
ful nudibranch or sea slug coloured a most deli
cate shade of pink with darker pink markings. 
Its feather-like gills formed a quaint plume on 
its head. The members had 44 living varieties 
of molluscs (the scientific name for shell-fish), 
including several kinds of the not so common 
chi tons. The Brownies and Guides had also 
gathered many shells, mostly very dead. about 
which the Leader patiently identified and ex
plained interesting facts. 

As well as learning something more of the 
wonderful works of the great Creator, one of 
the most important lessons learnt on this excur
sion was that if a rock is turned up by exploring 
hand anywhere on the sea-shore, it must always 
be turned back again, becau e the sea creatures 
living on and under the rocks die if left exposed. 

\Vllen it came time to go home, everyone, care· 
fully carrying precious specimens, went over the 
sand dunes to the truck and climbed aboard, but 
there were odd belongings left behind on the 
beaches, and, sad to tell, papers and scraps! 
Brown Owl, of course, called everyone back and 
set them to work. She confessed afterwards that 
she had expected to hear moans and growls, but 
did he? 0 , she did not; she heard instead 
brownies cbeerfully singing: " 

"We are tidying everything,--

We are brownies." 

That, Brown Owl thought, was the end of a 
perfect day. 

F. G. HOSKING , 
Brown Owl , 

First Langwarrin Pack. 
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THE STORY OF OUR VAN 
OUR VAN 

DO you remember-
How, at the Local Association Conference in 

June, 1955, our Training and Camping Advisers 
suggested that the Local Associations throughout 
Victoria might like to assist Headquarters in the 
purchase of a CAMP TRAVELLING TRAINING 
VAN. 
DID you know-

• That within twelve months Local Associations 
had given us £1,594 and-

• That within six months Headquarters had 
received a sufficient amount in cash and promises 
to purchase a Van for £951 
and Camp Equipment for .... .... 270 1221 

which left us £373 
THEN-

The "Thaba" Camp Committee gave Head
quarters a portion of the profit from the Camp 
of . ....... .... .. .. £319 

which built the Van fund to .... .... £692 
NOW-YOU WOULD NOT BELIEVE-

That between December, 1955, and June, 1959, 
"skippered" by Margaret Mellor, former Camping 
Adviser, and Headquarters Travelling Camping 
Trainer, OUR VAN: 

* Covered 38,000 miles; 
* Visited for training-3D country centres, 

2 metropolitan centres (covering 
151 Districts). 

* Assisted 
* Had 

for testing-20 country camps
approx. 300 campers. 
394 members in. Campcraft training. 
NIL accidents. 
(Save for the time a "Warrnam
bool" cow wanted to cross the road 
on a very dark, wet night!!) 

Net running expenses of £292 were paid by 
Headquarters. 

Well done, GLA 518! 
AND NOW, comes the BEST part of our 

story. The Finance Committee thought that it 
was prudent to think of a replacement. Did we 
have sufficient funds? Remember, we had in 
hand . . £692 
Yes, we did-

We purchased HAF 392 for .... £1009 
We received by way of 'trade-in' 425 

and paid out 584 

which now leaves the fund £108 

A CHALLENGE TO LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS 
What about building up this fund again to, 

say £700? 

IT CAN BE DONE! 
An average of £3 from 230 Local Associations 

is all that would be required. Headquarters 
promises to continue to pay all net running 
expenses. 

(Concluded from page 7) 

was exceptionally hot, late afternoon was spent 
at the Swimming Pool. After the evening meal, 
two very pleasant hours were passed in the beauti
ful Guidc IIall recently donated by the Lions 
Club of Wangaratta. 

The activity at Myrtleford on Saturday took 
the form of a splendid wide-game "Corroboree," 
in which an emu and her egg featured largely. 
The emu was not seen, but her egg, which was 
the "treasure," was found by a .Guide from Bright. 
Lack of space prevents me giving a detailed 
description of the adventure, but it was a grand 
expericnce and will long be remembered by our 
Guides and Guiders, too. Myrtleford, being the 
centre of an extensive tobacco-growing district, 
we were ab le to inspect a tobacco farm, and were 
most interested in seeing the processes of picking 
and drying the leaves before they go to the 
factories. On Sunday morning a Guides' Own 
Service was held at the camp-site, and the 
thoughtful talk given by Mrs. Trudi Kentman 
was a fitling ending to this memorable Jubilee 
Week-end spent among such hospitable friends. 

Now the Merri Division Guides are eagerly 
looking forward to acting as hostesses during 
Guide We\~k in Melbourne in August. 

O.G.M.K. 

t/J. 
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"Would you like to come to Brownies with 
me?" said Ann to her cousin Heather who had 
just come to live near her. 

"What do you do at Brownies?" asked Heather. 

"Oh, we play lots of games and hear beaut 
stories, and we learn to do things." 

"I love stories," said Heather," "but I'm no 
good at games like rounders, and I can't run very 
fast-" 

"Ob we don't play rounders or just run races. 
Brown Owl and Tawny know lots of games. In 
some you have to creep, and if you make a sound 
you're caught, and sometimes we have to turn 
into things like monkeys or tigers or policemen, 
and the best one chooses what we turn into next. 
There are chasing games and singing games, and 
ball games, too; but we learn at Brownies to 
throw and catch balls, so that will help you with 
rounders at school; and we have lots of games 
with things we learn. We signal letters with 
flags, and if Brown Owl signals 'B' we touch the 
brick wall and the first one scores a bean; for 
'A' we touch the asphalt path, and 'N' is the 
nails in the fence; and the first one to score six 
beans is allowed to signal next. I've only been 
a Brownie for three months and I can signal 
'banana' and my own name. You come with me 
next week. We have fun." 

That same afternoon, a few streets away, 
Brown Owl and Tawny were planning pro
grammes. 

What about another game - a singing game 
like 'Bunyip's Asleep'," said Brown Owl. 

"That'll make three games," said Tawny doubt
fully. "That'll take half-an-hour, and Opening 
and Closing and Subs. and Inspection are like 
games, too. Do you think we ought to spend 
all that time just playing games when we've only 
got an hour and a half, and they're all dying to 
pass their tests? Of course, one is a test game 
and they'll learn something from that." 

"Why do you think we play games at 
Brownies?" asked Brown Owl. 

"Oh so they'll come-they love games." 

"Let's each make a list of all the ways we 
can think of in which the Brownies can benefit 
from these three games and the opening and 
closing and inspection and subs. , which, as you 
said, are like games, too." 

They each produced quite long lists. Tawny 
was amazed at the way her's grew. Here is the 
combined result:-

Active Game-Wizards and Witches (from 
Brownie Games, by A. M. Knight): 

Develops:-Alertness, concentration, quick re
sponse to orders (makes obeying quickly seem 
fun), self-control, co-operation and fair play (one 
in centre--mustn't chase until she has said 
Witches) gives good exercise. 

Singing Game:-"Bunyip's Asleep" (adapted 
from "Brown Owl's Asleep" in "For Brownies"). 

Develops:-A sense of rhythm, imagination and 
self-expression. Is adventurous and exciting. Lets 
off steam; is good exercise. 

Knot Game - Sleeky Cat (one blindfolded 
Brownie with a "rope" tail sits in centre with two 
other ropes-one equal--one thicker-tied nearby . 
Pack are II)ice, and each in turn creeps in and 
ties to the cat's tail-Brownies using thicker rope 
for a sheet bend, Tweenies the equal one for a 
reef. If cat hears a sound or feels her tail 
pulled she meows and points, and a mouse pointed 
at remains frozen with fright Anyone tying knot 
correctly takes the cat's place.) 

Gives practice and reVISIOn of knotting. 
Develops stalking ability, self-control and sports
manship (going out without complaint when 
pointed at). 

Opening and Closing (walking along cardboard 
stepping stones to and from Brownieland). 
Develops balance and concentration. Varied and 
exciting openings make Brownies try to be 
punctual, so they won't mis anything. 

Inspection and Subscription-Flower Gardens. 

• 



• 
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Develops imagination and self-expression. Gives 
training in cleanliness, tidyness and correct wear
ing of uniform. 

"Well, isn't that surprising," said Tawny. "I 
knew that inspection helped them to be clean 
and tidy, but I'd always thought tbat tbe tests 
covered all the training Brownies needed. Does 
tbat mean that the Packs that get the most badges 
aren't always the best packs?" 

"I think," said Brown Owl, "that Guiding is a 
game and B.P. meant us to learn as we play. 
Testwork is an important part of Guiding, and 
much of it can be taught and practised in games, 
but if Brownies concentrate on tests at the expense 
of all other things we've listed, they are getting 
a very one-sided training whicb migbt in some 
cases mean that the Paclv was sending potential 
badge hunters up to Guides, instead of alert, 
helpful, cheerful, co-operative Brownies." 

Also included in that programme was a story, 
pow-wow, Fairy Ring and a 20-minute work 
period, Tweenies discussed the Law and learnt a 
reef knot. Brownies sewed on buttons and golden 
bars, practised clothes folding and shoe cleaning. 
Of course, the programme was arranged with 
quiet and active games alternating. 

Heather went along with Ann. Sbe was an 
imaginative child, not very fond of games. In
cluded in the Pack were some very practical 
children, ratber lacking in imagination, and others 
quick on their feet and good with balls, but not 
good at concentrating. 

Do you think this meeting would have been 
enjoyed by all of these and by the many other 
types you have in your Pack? 

As well as having fun, would they all be 
practising things in which they were naturally 
weak? 

Were there too many games? 
HAZEL GROSS. 

THINKING DAY: 

Dear God, who thinks of everything, 
Help us to think today 
Of all the Brownies in the world, 
At hand and far away. 
Help us keep our promise bright, 
And help us each to see 
That life is stich a better thing 
If it's spent in serving Thee.-Amen. 

EASTERN SUBURBS DIVISION-BROWNIE 
REVELS 

On Saturday, 26th March, Brownie Revels for 
Eastern Suburbs Division were held at Melbourne 
C. of E. Girls' Grammar School. Among the 
trees and flowers of the school grounds were 
gathered about a hundred Brownies and their 
Guiders, all remembering their Brownie Smiles 
and enjoying the warm afternoon sunshine. 

As this is "Jubilee Year" the Revels were 
"Jubilee Revels." Brownies were formed into 
groups representing all the sections of Guiding. 
There were "Brownie," "Guide," "Ranger," 
"Lone" and "Extension" Groups. Miss Gross, 
as the Convenor, invited the Brownies to see how 
well they could make a Perfect Circle. We all 
gave the Grand Salute, and each Pack placed a 
contribution to Brownie Cottage in a small replica 
of the cottage and so began the afternoon's 
activities. 

Brownies received a small emblem indicating 
the Groups they belonged to, and went off to 
find their special "Homes" marked out among 
the trees. The Brownie Group played a Nature 
Game, Guides did an Active Game, Rangers a 
Singing Game, Lones produced some amusing 
figures (birds and animals in their Handcraft 
Section), and the Extensions, in keeping with 
their branch, had a Quiet Game. 

We were pleased to have with us Mrs. Fox, 
Brownie Adviser, who visited the Packs while 
they were having afternoon tea during the after
noon in their own Packs. After afternoon tea a 
story was told to each Group, then Brownies 
moved on to the final Group before the finish 
of the afternoon's activities. Brownies formed 
into a big circle to sing Brownie Bells and con
clude a happy afternoon of Brownie Revels. 

MARGARET SPENCER, 
Tawny Owl, 5th Hawthorn Pack. 

FOR AN ENROLMENT: 

Lord, bless all Brownies enrolled today, 
And guide them safely along the way. 
Teach them to live by their Brownie law, 
And to help other people more and more, 
Listen , oh God, when we come toL"you. 
Our Brownie promise to renew; 
And especially bless, oh Lord, we pray, 
Our Tweenie who was enrolled today. 
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A SATURDAY AT SCORESBY 

One Saturday in March saw nearly 100 Guides 
of the Eastern Suburbs Division leaving for the 
Division's camp at Scoresby. The day was fine 
and hot, the Guides were the Patrol Leaders, 
and Seconds, of the Division-their purpose a 
field day and training. 

Although Guiders had had a tentative outline 
of activities since last November, many of the 
Guides, new to the jobs of Patrol Leader, were 
young and inexperienced. This seemed no bar 
to enthusiasm and ingenuity, and the results of 
the day appear to have been well worthwhile. 

The Guides were divided into 10 groups-in 
which they stayed all day. Each group had a 
varied selection of six items from the programme 
of 14, and they worked on these in their own 
way, and time. There was no competitive angle 
to the programme, and the groups each had an 
unobtrusive Guider "Overseer" to whom they 
could refer it they wanted advice or information. 

The list, drawn up by a committee of Convenor 
and District Representatives, included such items 
as: 

Carve or model something from the natural 
materials on the site; 

Make a souvenir to be presented to a visitor; 

Build a hunter fire; 

Erect a rope ladder; 

Make a useful article from natural materials 
(using string if required). 

In addition, special training was given in the 
preparation and use of shelters and sunsticks. 

. We say a special Thank You to our Trainer for 
the pleasant and patient way in which she helped 
so many Guides. 

The groups were introduced to each other-a 
welcome feature of the day, for in a large 
Division there are not many opportunities for the 
Guides of the four Districts to work together. 
They all completed their six activities, and had 
some free time, too, before we went round to 
see what they had done, and how. 

Each group was anxious to show us the results 
of their efforts, and many and varieq were the 
rope ladders climbed, and the camp hats paraded, 
whilst the souvenirs were both useful and decora
tive. 

We feel that the success of the day was due to: 
Fine weather! 
The length of notice given to Guiders, enabling 
them to do some training beforehand; 
The ready and able co-operation of Guiders 
and rangers who acted as advisers to the 
Groups; 
The friendly approach of the Trainer, who gave 
so much of her knowledge and experience; 
The good attendance and interest of the Guides, 
encouraged of course by their Guiders in the 
preceding months. 
We hope you all have these ingredients to make 

any similar day as successful as ours was. We 
would be very happy to let any District or 
Division have copies, or details of our programme 
if they feel it would be of help in organizing 
a similar day. 

MARGARET SHAW. 

A THOUGHT FOR WORLD REFUGEE YEAR 
"God-let me be aware, 
Let me not stumble blindly down the ways, 
Just getting somehow safely through the days, 
Not even groping for another hand, 
Not even wondering why it all was planned, 
Eyes to the ground unseeking for the light, 
Soul never aching for a wild-winged flight. 
Please keep me eager just to do my share. 
God-let me be aware. 

God-let me be aware, 

, 

Stab my soul fiercely with others' pain, 
Let me walk seeing horror and stain, 
Let my hands, groping, find other hands. 
Give me the heart that divines, understands. 
Give me the courage, wounded to fight, 
Flood me with knowledge, drench me in light, 
Please, keep me eager just to do my share. 
God-let me be aware." 

-MIRIAM TEICHNER. 

TRAINING 

GE ERAL TRAINING, 

GIRL GUIDE HEADQUARTERS, 

QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY WEEK-El D, 

FOR COUNTRY AND l\IETROPOLlTA 
GUIDERS . 

Contact Secretary to Advisers if interc teel . 
lIospitality arranged. 
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Shown in the picture are (from left)-Mr. Murray Byrne, M.L.C., guest speaker; 
Mrs. C. E. Richardson, Divisional Commissioner; Mrs. D. Walker, retiring President; 

Mrs. i. Eggleton, Recorder; Mrs. T. Stewart, incoming President. 

1st BALLARAT SENIOR TREFOIL GROUP 
(Condensed "Courier" Report.) 

The meeting opened witb tbe Guild prayer, 
after which Mrs. Walker welcomed those present, 
and introduced the official guests. 

Reports presented by the recorder, Mrs. J. 
Eggleton, and treasurer, Miss Jean Wilson, showed 
that the past year had been most successful. 

The meeting had a dual significance as 1960 
is also the jubilee year of Guiding. It was stated 
that the Guild was tbe link. between the ex-Guide 
and the Guide Movement and represented a 
world-wide activity. 

WILD LIFE LECTURES 
The Adult Education Centre, 114 Flinders St., 

Melbourne, is holding a class on Wild Life in 
Australia and New Zealand on Friday evenings 
at 7.45-9.15 p.m. , commencing March 25th. 

The course will last j 0 weeks . 
3/- per lecture 

Fee 25/ -, or 
I.H. 

COMMISSIONERS' CONFERENCE 
at "MARYBROOKE," SHERBROOKE, 

24th to 26th JUNE, 1960. 

Activities during tbe year included a camp at 
Britannia Creek Guide House, where the Ballarat 
members joined other Victorian members in an 
enjoyable week-end "QM'd" by Miss M. Binns. 

The Guide depot, staffed by Guild members 
under tbe direction of Miss Jean Wilson, proved 
a boon to the division. 

As a gesture of appreciation of the attention 
given to Lady Baden-Powell when an inmate of 
the Portland Hospital, the members joined witb 
the Geelong Guild in purchasing bulbs which 
were forwarded to the hospital. - (Courtesy 
Ballarat "Courier.") 

MISS ANSTICE GmBS, C.B.E. 
Her Majesty The Queen bas been graciously 

pleased to confer the Honour of C.B.E. on our 
Chief Commissioner. Miss Anstice Gibbs. This 
news, contained in the New Year's Honours List, 
has been greeted with delight by Guides in Great 
Britain and throughout the world. It is, of course, 
an award to Miss Gibbs herself in recognition of 
the great service which she has given to the Girl 
Guides Association. but it also expresses the faith 
which Queen Elizabeth II places in our Move
ment and the esteem in which it is held. 

-{"The Guider."} 
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HAS TIllS EVER HAPPENED TO YOU? 

One Friday morning, amid showers and 
thunder, 12 Guides and their Guiders set forth 
from Deer Park on that Glorious Adventure
the Company's First Camp. 

Stopping at Sunshine, we were joined by 12 
more Guides and Guiders, also nearly new to 
camping. 

Arriving at Guide House, the friendly bus 
driver helped us to unload, and was it admiration 
or pity in his voice when he said: "I'll call for 
you a bit early on your last day at camp." 

Then-the heavens opened, and down came 
rain and hailstones. 

Everybody just stood in amazement as Guides, 
staff and equipment just soaked up every little 
drop of water. 

Camp Commandant (our Guide Captain, dis
guised in rain-soaked shorts and shirt) quickly 
got the Guides pitching tents. 

Specia l mention at this point should go to the 
helping hanos given to us by Guides already in 
camp. 

As the last tent was pitched, and the last 
bundle put away, the rain ceased and a kooka
burra was heard laughing with glee. We looked 
at each other and joined in, too. 

The camp spirit had arrived! 

How quickly the girls got into camp ways. The 
cooks had a grand time, one trying to cook her 
scrambled egg on the ground and another stirring 
the junket with such zest that it curdled with 
pure joy. 

At one stage the carving knife was so well 
sharpened that mostly everyone was able to sing 
"This little guiding light of mine" with a newly 
bandaged finger held aloft. 

CaillP chores became automatic and took 
second place to our hikes and camp flfes. Jars 
of muddy water flecked with gold were stored 
for mum and dad to see. 

We chatted with the Sunshine Guides on our 
hikes and learned from the seasoned Yarraville 
Guides the fascination of gadget making. New 
camp fire songs were learned from both com
panies. 

Swimming took a very prominent place on 
our programme, and bath night, well, you have 
to go to camp to really enjoy a good hot bath. 
Words could not explain the sheer joy of sitting 

in a steamy hot bath with your head and arms 
out at one end and your legs waving out the 
other, while the possums ran around the trees 
making such rustling, creaky sounds that you 
were sure someone or something was coming to 
eat you up. 

Church Service amid the trees gave a more 
serious thought to the camp. 

When Sunday afternoon came and the bus ar
rived to take us home one Guide was heard to 
say: "It's not really long enough. We should 
have one week to set up camp, one week to 
strike camp, and two whole weeks in between to 
enjoy it. 

Camp Quartermaster, 

Mrs. M. TOWNSEND, 

Deer Park Guides. 

CLEMATIS A VENUE 
Autumn in Clematis Avenue comes not with 

"a noise of rooks," but heralded by the butcher 
bird's song. 

Clematis Avenue, Sherbrooke, with all its 
native trees and lesser plants, its native birds and 
insects, reminds me most of all in autumn of 
Clematis Lane, where Richard Jefferies loved to 
wander. There are links between our avenue 
and that green lane of England. 

Even a very distinguished Australian, the 
Echnida, bears one name of a common English 
animal, which no doubt frequents Clematis Lane. 
Because it has spines and forms itself into a ball 
on provocation, our egg-laying mammal is called 
"hedge hog." I once found an Echnida on a 
track in Clematis Avenue. 

Birds and plants that Jefferies knew are at 
home in our Australian by-way. First, the black 
berry. Year by year this bramble is spreading, 
covering native vegetation on the roadside in a 
va t green mantle, and spoiling the beauty of 
fern gullies. Bracken fern is here, too. We are 
inclined to regard it with disfavour, but in English 
glades it is thought a thing of beauty. Nothing 
is quicker to cover the scars left by bushfires 
than the hardy bracken. Selfheal, bedstraw and 
centaury are wildflower links between the bush 
and England. Selfheal is a creeping plant with 
purple flowers. Its very name suggests an associa
tion with the old world. 

J.H. 

• 
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ffllUJ t,,"li"~ IIJill~ IIltd tAt P IIci(ic n 
How can we help each other? 

EXTRACTS FROM 

AUSTRALIAN TRAINING CONFERENCE 
January 20th-25th, 1960 

Chairman: Miss E. Bunning. 

Speaker: Miss Mildred Mode, World Bureau, 
Travelling Commissioner for the Pacific Area. 

To come back to the economic side I feel 
there has been a remarkable change since the 
war, and that is a new attitude of the victor to
wards the vanquished. Because now you see 
countries which were on opposing sides during 
the war-say New Zealand, Australia. America
pitching in to help the economy of the vanquished 
countries. I think it .is an amazing thought that 
we have, perhaps the first time in the history of 
the world, come to the place where we can bind 
up our war wounds and begin to think intimately 
of the greater problems of mankind. 

There is the Colombo plan in which yon 
participate. There is World Health Organisation 
and UNICEF-all out here. I would like to 
impress that thought upon you, because there 
are a great number of people who pull a long 
face from time to time and say: "The World is 
going to the dogs." "Human nature has Dot 
changed in two thousand years." You have heard 
these cliches. But now we have nations conspir
ing and co-operating and collaborating for the 
greater good of mankind. When have we had 
that before? And that is a very thrilling thought 
and one well worth cherishing. And it is a 
thought which particularly supports the United 
Nations. Because people like to say it is just a 
bunch of people who never get anywhere in New 
York. But there are wonderful sub-groups like 
W.H.O. and UNICEF, who are doing a solid 
piece of work with people-not just paper work. 

I have just visited the Guide Company in one 
of the Islands. Guides have been immaculate in 
their uniforms. Hair brushed and sparkling eyes, 
and yet I saw those Guides covered with coral 
sores, and the flies crawled on them. There is 
a tremendous place for Guiding with the emphasis 
on practical help. 1 think that already the South 
Pacific Commission is very interested in seeing 
how it can develop activities and improve the 
status of women in the South Pacific. Incidentally, 
we tend to think now, those of us who attended 

the Fiji Gathering, that the women there have 
achieved a very fine role indeed. But there is 
a very limited number of things for women and 
children on the Islands. 

I was interested to hear Dr. Dill Russell, 
Head of the Fiji Medical Services, say: "We rea
lise more and more that the way we can put 
over our programmes in health is to teach it to 
the children and to the women. They are the 
ones." 

* * * r clon't, inciclentally, attempt to cia Girl Scout· 
ing, or British Girl Guiding. The work is £airly 
basic and a ttuned to the needs of the country. 

I must say that in recent years I have turned 
more and more to prayer than ever I did before 
in my life. It is a great thing to go as a stranger 
in some ways and try to do the right thing, to 
try to give the right thing. Obviously, as I have 
a mixed bag of countries in this area, new coun
tries-old countries-I do different things. Be
cause countries need all sorts of general help in 
public relations, finance, training programmes, 
etc., older countries, like Australia and New 
Zealand, may prefer to have me for whatever 
public relations value a world visitor might have, 
and interpretation of what is happening in the 
East. I find it tremendously valuable to come to 
a Commissioners' training, and Training Confer
ences like this , where I am just thinking all the 
time of how any or all of this can apply in other 
newer places, and certainly we are always on the 
outlook for possibilities of exchange and training, 
trainers and training opportunities. To find out 
how some of the Asian countries might be aided 
through a country such as yours. 

I would point out with a certain diffidence 
that the Travelling Commissioner's work is sup
ported by the Thinking Day Fund. I was diffi
dent because T don't know what will happen in 
Australia to your rate of contributions once I 
had been here. In a sense I am an employee 
of yours. Does that strike terror and dismay? 

(Continued page 16 ) 
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There was appointed, I think in 1957, another 
travelling Commissioner for what is called the 
Asian area. A little bit of a misnomer, because 
I have a certain part of Asia, and Anu Karkare 
was given India, Burma, Pakistan, Ceylon and 
Nepal. Her work is supported by a grant from 
the Asia Foundation, which is a name very 
familiar to our Malayan and Philippine friends, 
and our Australian friends also. It is a founda
tion which gives voluntary gifts of money from 
big business in America, and it is supporting 
educational and all sorts of projects, enabling 
Asian people to travel overseas for study and to 
attend conferences and all that sort of thing. I 
think it has been a great thing. I know that the 
World Association and member countries that 
have used it will be eternally grateful to it. And 
I think that when a bunch of hard-headed busi
ness folk feel they can give money enough to 
cover four years' expenses for a travelling Com
missioner they think we have something to offer 
that is very good. 

Another thing which has happened is that there 
is a certain amount of Westernisation and also 
a certain amount of Easternisation. This Westerni
sation I am not going to be unqualifiedly happy 
about. Because 1 think sometimes that things 
that have been borrowed from us have not always 
been the best. Some of the Easterners have taken 
back to their country big bites of Western civili
sation and had indigestion from it. They have 
chosen things which are not always appropriate 
for their own country. I should like to think 
that all of the Western civilisation was highly 
cultural and highly desirable and just the right 
sort of thing for everyone to do. But this is not 
so. [know perfectly well that some Eastern 
countries admire America for its money and 
material development-shiny automobiles, great 
machinery, great dams, and all that sort of thing. 
At the same time I know perfectly well that they 
would not like to have some of the cultural or 
psychological problems that we have. I have 
heard them say so. It is very good for us to 
think about ourselves and get a true perspective. 
I think that in the long run we do not want, any 
of us, to superimpose our way of life on others. 
There are many different ways of living and they 
can all be good. 

I remember visiting a little island in Okinawa 
-a Japanese Island , and a whole bunch of Girl 
Guide leaders were there. One said, "We do not 
know what to do. We have had Japanese con
trol for many years. Now we have got the 

Americans here teaching other things, then we 
have visitors from other countries saying, 'No! 
this is the way to do it' What do we do? How 
do we do it?" And they looked to me as though 
1 could give the answer. I could not give them 
very much, because I had to admit that my own 
country, for example, was still in the process of 
choosing. We are aU the time choosing things 
from all over the world, and it can only be 
solved by the country itself, by trial and error. 

One of the things in this business of Western i-
ation of which I definitely do not approve is 

that the Japanese women have decided that we 
Western women are much more beautiful, and 
they pay about Eight Pounds to have their eyes 
rounded out. Which I think is too bad. If you 
know anything of the Japanese and other Asian 
ladies they are very lovely. Our men were very 
interested when they were overseas. They thought 
they were charming, and any of us would agree 
with them. They are so feminine. We seem so 
brisk by comparison. I know I have a funny 
sort of feeling when I come away from an Orien
tal country and come to New York. Everyone 
eems to be nine feet tall and just rushing and 

dashing everywhere, and finally I realise I am 
just about the same size. 

This happened to me in Manila. I thought I 
had better get a new dress. I was pretty short 
of things. I went into a store, and I sailed in 
through the door and the sales lady looked me 
up and down like this. And I said, "Have you 
got a dress my size?" And she said, "No, 
madam, we only have local sizes." I went out 
feeling like the battleship. 

Perhaps you have not noticed that I am no 
longer the same slip of a girl I was when I came 
over first. I have gained many pounds on this 
trip, and my Filipino friends would look at me 
and say, "You are more prosperous than you 
were." 

I have to travel by plane most of the time, 
and I am limited, which is very difficult for a 
woman, to 44 lbs. of luggage. All very well if 
I am going through the same kind of weather 
all the time, but sometimes I have to arrive with 
my winter coat over my arm and the tempera
ture at 102 deg. But that is not often. You have 
to have the constitution of a horse. This may 
sound vulgar. But you do keep all sorts of 
peculiar hours, and your day are completely 
open to people to use as they wish. I can eat 
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anything from "Balute," which is a duck egg 
which has been put aside for some months in 
the Philippines, and just before the egg becomes 
a duckling you break off the shell and eat around 
the little beak and feathers. It is really delicious 
and very nutritious. There seems to be some 
difference of opinion! !! I can wield a fairly 
decent pair of chopsticks which is absolutely 
necessary in a good many Asian countries. Once 
I was showing off (never show off, it never pays 
off) in a Japanese City. I was sitting at a luncheon 
counter, all by myself, no friend to help me. 
I thought I would have some raw fish and rice 
for lunch, dipped in soya sauce. The man put 
it before me and I put the chopsticks in the bowl 
and the whole thing went flop! A tremendous 
wave of soya sauce went all over the place. The 
Japanese man sitting next to me, quietly and 
very politely, rose, and moved very far away 
from me! ! ! ! 

I have to speak through an interpreter. Most 
of the time I can get by with French. Otherwise 
I have a shadow on my side all the time, and 
sometimes I get so used to having an interpreter 
that when I come to Australia I speak very dis
tinctly and wonder if you can understand me. 

I had a splendid interpreter in Vietnam. I 
had a bunch of shy Vietnamese ladies who had 
never seen a Western Guide person before. They 
all huddled as far back into the room as they 
could get. I thought "We must become friends ," 
but I was not sure how. The young interpreter 
sat next to me and I started to speak. It was 
tbe funniest thing. As my voice rose and feU, 
his voice rose and feU in his own language, just 
the same. If I threw out my hand, he threw out 
his band. Everyone started to giggle and we be
came good friends. I find in speaking to non
English·speaking groups that 1 do an awful 
lot of this kind of thing (flung up arm). I have 
seen many pictures of myself in very pontifical 
poses. 

After it was all over one lady came up to me 
and said, " I think you study the ballet." Not 
since 1 was 7 have 1 studied the ballet. 

It was a few years ago. It was very early in 
the morning in Bangkok. I was just passing 
through, talking to a B.O.A.C. Regional represen
tative, and I suppose for lack of something else 
to say, since we had been travelling for 24 hours. 
he said ,"Tell me about your work." And I told 
him a little of what we are doing. And be said, 
"And 1 suppose these countries more or less look 

on Guiding as a necessary evil." And I said, 
"Not at all. They want it-we don't push it 
down their throats-they ask for it." When they 
do ask for help it is put in the hands of the 
World Bureau and the Commissioner for Tender
foot countries-and we try to hold them over 
the course of the years-with due respect to their 
own conditions and ways-to find the course of 
development which will finally lead to world 
membership. 

Anotber great asset is the rise in contributions 
to the Tbinking Day Fund which makes it possible 
for us to do this developmental work throughout 
the world-not only in the Pacific. 

Another tbing that we have to fight a little 
bit is that the prestige of Scouting and Guiding 
has sometimes become so high that Governments 
will occasionally make it compulsory. They think 
everyone should have it. You can see that is 
quite contrary to the spirit of the Movement. It 
is :1 voluntary organisation of people. 

This, incidentally, is one of the basic require
ments of World Association membership. Here 
you don 't even have to think about it. Not so 
in other places. I know two countries where it 
is compulsory in schools between the ages of 12 
and 18. One of these countries allowed its 
brighter boys, if they made good grades, to skip 
Scouting. It was only for the dull ones that it 
was really compUlsory. But we realise that it is 
admiration of Scouting and Guiding which led 
them to do it in the first place. 

Then it is our role, afterwards, and sometimes 
not too late, to turn it around the right way. 

There is still the tremendous influence of 
Confucius-there is a great deal of learning by 
rote-no emphasis on individual thinking and 
training. They never question the teacher. I 
remember one time I was meeting with a bunch 
of ladies at a Commissioners' Training and I 
thought " [ must get this on to an informal basis." 
So I said, "Any questions?" They looked up at 
the ceiling and one said at last, "When are you 
going to get married?" 

Sometimes we Westerners have assumed that 
Western education is the thing-it is perfect, 
and even while they are bringing it in there are 
different forms evolving at home. 

People say to me, "Aren't YOll afraid going to 
all those foreign places? You are very brave." 
As soon as T get out of the 'plane, there i the 
Guide Sign and the Guide Smile, and I am part 
of tbe family. 



Page Eighteen * lay, 1960. m t 0 I _______________________________________________ ai~a 

APPOINTMENTS 
Welcome and Congratulations: 

District Commissioners: Mrs. W. Andell, North 
Brighton; Miss J. Ray, Toorak/South Yarra; Mrs. 
W. Stevens, Koonung Heights; Mrs. H. White- '" 
head, new Colac District. 

Division Commissioners: Mrs. M. Searby, 
Lowan (from 1/6/60); Mrs. W. Brown, Ferntree 
Gully; Mrs. F. G. Foster, West Sunraysia (exten
sion). 

WARRANTS 
District Commissioners: Mrs. G. J. Duncan, 

Wonga Park; Mrs. G. E. Forsyth, Macarthur; 
Mrs. O. Ferres, Glenhuntly-Murrumbeena; Mrs. 
L S. Rathjen, Foster; Miss H. Cawood, Apollo 
Bay; Mrs. J. Gaughwin, San Remo-Newhaven; 
Mrs. P. Sinclair, Lilydale; Mrs. J. Williams, 
Irymple; Mrs. H. Heywood, Caulfield; Mrs. G. N. 
Holmes, Rochester; Mrs. C. M. Johnston, Moun
tain District; Mrs. H. Baker, Strathmerton; Mrs. 
E. Porter, Hazlewood. 

Captains: Mrs. L. Williams, 7th Brighton; Mrs. 
B. J. May, 4th Brunswick; Mrs. E. Bellairs, 2nd 
Koonung Heights; Mrs. J. Chalkley, 2nd Syndal; 
Mrs. M. M. Tborne, 1st Inverlocb; Mrs. S. J. 
Graham, 2nd Vermont; Mrs. N. Taylor, 1st 
Mansfield; Mrs. J. Radford, 3rd Ringwood; Mrs. 
M. Moar, 3rd Newborougb; Mrs. M. E. Clucas, 
2nd Surrey Hills. 

Lieutenants: Mrs. J. Williams, 1st Mornington; 
Mrs. B. Baker, 3rd Brunswick; Mrs. L. Beeson, 
2nd Koonung Heights; Mrs. 1. Leslie, 1st Mont 
Albert; Miss M. P. Johnston, 1st Ferny Creek; 
Mrs. E. M. Manning, 2nd Sale; Miss J. Chapman, 
1st Seymour; Mrs. E. Archer, 2nd Glenroy; Miss 
A. R. Marr, 1st Wentworth; Mrs. J. Emblin, 1st 
East Ringwood. 

Brown Owls: Mrs. J. Conquest, 2nd Warragul; 
Miss J. Hammet, 1st Camperdown; Mrs. L. Oman, 
1st Derrinallum; Mrs. M. McLean, 1st Cbiltem; 
Mrs. D. Scott, 2nd Pascoe Vale; Mrs. W. Baker, 
1st Bunyip; Miss J. Morse, 1st Templestowe; 
Miss M. Durn, 1st Vermont; Miss J. Mardle, 1st 
Wentworth; Mrs. R. B. Pattinson, 3rd Brighton; 
Mrs. D. Richards, 2nd Bayswater. 

Tawny Owls: Mrs. I. Townsend, 1st Harcourt; 
Miss L. J. Poulton, 1st Hopetoun; Mrs. D. I. 
McLeod, 1st Derrinallum; Mrs. A. Goff, 2nd Pas
coe Vale; Mrs. E. I. Par ons, 2nd Ballarat; Mrs. 
R. Ker, 1st Nunawading; Mrs. N. Exell, 1st Beau
fort; Miss F. Nankervis, 7th Malvt:rn; Miss A . 
Berry, 1st Templestowe; Mrs. P. C. Lofts, 3rd 
Yallourn; Mrs. E. E. Coad, 1st Camperdown; 
Miss M. R. Fowler, 3rd Sunshine; Miss C. 
Swanink, 2nd Newborough. 

RESIGNATIONS 
With Regret: 

District Commissioners: Mrs. D . H. McLean, 
North Brigbton; Mrs. T. Francis, Highett; Mrs. 
R. Townsend, Koonung Heights; Mrs. J. Loveless, 
Traralgon; Miss P. Robertson, Camperdown. 

Division Commissioner: Lady Pilditch, Banon
gill. 

WARRANTS RETURNED FOR 
CANCELLATION 

Captains: Miss M. Tharie, 1 t Dandenong; Miss 
M. J. Stride, 1st Fern Tree Gully; Miss A. 
Hockin, 2nd Williamstown; Mrs. J. Latta, 1st 
Ararat Ranger Coy.; Miss S. MacLeod, 4th Mal
vern; Miss E. K. Hayes, 1st Kyabram. 

Lieutenants: Mrs. B. Davis, 2nd Dandenong; 
Mrs. J. Leslie, 1st Koonung Heights; Mrs. M. 
Porter, 1st Bayswater; Mrs. J . Radford, 3rd Ring
wood; Miss J. Shadforth, 6th Bendigo; Mrs. K. 
G. Woollacott, 4th Malvern; Miss E. E. Moran, 
4th Malvern. 

Brown Owls: Mrs. R. M. D'Arcy, 1st Mildura 
South; Miss A. R. McGrath, 1st Queenscliff; 
Mrs. J . McDonald, 1st Camperdown; Mrs. P. 
Wright, 1st Cheltenham; Miss C. Jarman, 1st Red 
Hill; Mrs. B. Hicks, 1st East Sale; Mrs. A. Mac
Kenzie, 3rd Williamstown; Mrs. D. J. Robinson, 
1st Mildura; Mrs. D. Angus, 3rd Glenroy; Mrs. 
R. E. Skinner, 1st Upper Fern Tree Gully. 

Tawny Owls: Miss J. Lord, 1st Camperdown; 
Mr . N. McViIly, 2nd Wangaratta; Miss R. Carey, 
1st Wangaratta; Miss D. Hughes, 1st Creswick; 
Mrs. H. M. McFarlane, 4th Footscray; Miss J. 
B. Peacock, 3rd Mt. Eliza; Mrs. J. Abe, 1st 
Wangaratta; Mrs. R. S. Spencer, 5th Hawthorn. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND 
DONATIONS 

Received with Gratitude: 
Patons & Baldwins (AllSt.) Ltd.; J . & J . Cash 

Pty. Ltd.; Morsheads Pty. Ltd.; Mrs. M. Colman 
Burke; Mrs. E. Coutts; Haco Distributing Agencies 
Pty. Ltd.; Miss M. E. Bush; The Rosella Pre
serving & Manufacturing Co. Ltd.; State Treasury; 
Mrs. A. M. Dann; Geo. Pizzey & Sons Ltd.; C. 
N. Meyers Ltd.; Central Agency (Aust.) Ltd.; 
Mrs. M. Ebeling; Mrs. J. K. Pearson; Mrs. H. P. 
Mackenzie; Foy & Gibson Ltd.; A. Gordon Allard 
& Co.; Swallow's Biscuits Pty. Ltd.; Miss E. 
Payne; Mrs. G. Fairbairn; Mrs. J. Eddy; Albright 
& Wilson (Aust.) Pty. Ltd.; The Olympic Tyre 
& Rubber Co. Pty. Ltd.; Mrs. F. W. Faulkner; 
Vacuum Oil Co. Pty. Ltd.; Miss M. Moore; Mrs. 
H. E. Bolte; Tip Top Leather Goods; Mrs. R. 
A. D. Hood; Aust. & N.Z. Bank Ltd.; Carlton 
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EQUIPMENT DEPARTMENT 
OPEN-Week Days: 9 .30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Saturdays : 9 .5 a.m . to 12 noon. Holiday week-ends excepted. 

Shop - - - - MF 6023 Office - - - MF 4545 

Country Cheques payable to Girl Guides Association are free of exchange. 

BROWNIE UNiFORM 
Brownie Uniforms-

Sizes 28/1, 30/1 , 32/1 length 
Sizes 33/1, 34/1, 36/1 length 

Belt ............ . 
Cap . . ....... ..... . 
Pouch 
Emblem 
Tie ... ...... ....... . 
Fawn Sox 
Hike Haversack 
Hike Groundsheet ..... . ....... .... . 

34/9 
38/9 
4/-
6/9 
4/-
9d. 
3/-
6/9 

10/9 
2/-

Please add postage to all Cash Orders. 

FOR THE BROWNIE PACK 
Brownie Toadstool (unpainted) 

Brownie Scrap Sheet .. 
Brownie Badges of the World 

Chart .. ............. . 
Brownie Salute Chart .. ... . 
The New Card for Brownies to 

take up to Guides 
Handwork for the Lower 

Schools ...... . ......... . 
Brownie Cut-Out Dolls 
Brownie Tie Chart 

£2/7/6 
1/3 

2/-
6d. 

1/-

3/-
3/6 
4d. 

& United Breweries Ltd.; Mr. E sington Lewis; 
Muir & Neil Pty. Ltd. ; Swain's Handbag Co.; J. 
C. Williamson Theatres Ltd.; David Mitchell 
Estates Ltd. ; Kraft Foods Ltd.; Mrs. L. Weatherly; 
Georges Ltd.; Andrew Jack Dyson & Co. Pty. 
Ltd.; Millars Timber & Trading Co. Ltd.; Stock
land Press Pty. Ltd.; The Aust. Press Cuttings 
Agency; Apex Belting Pty. Ltd.; Mrs. J. Craig; 
Wagner & Johnson Pty. Ltd.; Churinga Knitwear; 
The Herald; ' The Sun; Miss P. M. Russell ; Mrs. 
1. Bennett; C.I.G. (Vic.) Pty. Ltd.; Lady Selleck; 
Downs & Son Pty. Ltd.; Leeds Dyeing & Chemical 
Works Pty. Ltd.; David Syme & Co. Ltd.; Mrs. 

NEW BOOK FO R BROWNIES 
First Brownie Annual 12/6 
Jubilee Brownie Annual 12/6 
The Woodland Pack . 7 i6 
Stories for Telling 11/3 
Stories to Tel l and How to Tell 

Them ............... ... .... . 
The Brownie Year 
Tales from Many Lands 
The Wishing Well and Other 

Stories 
The Tale that had No Ending 
Pow-Wow Stories .. . 
Fifteen Tales for Lively 

Children ....................... . 
A Madcap Brownie ..... . 
Tell Me a Tale 
More Stories to Tel l 
Tell Them Again Tales 
The Pack that Ran Itself 
A Baker's Dozen (Stories for 

Telling) .................. ... .. . 
The Brownie Beauty Quest 

11/3 
9/6 

12/-

8/=3 
1286 
10/9 

11/3 
9/6 

11/3 
11/3 
11/3 
7/-

7/6 

Book . .... ....... ... ..... ... 8/3 
Marigold Becomes a Brownie 5/6 
Book of Happy Tales . .... 12/-
Twenty Tales for Telling 11/3 
Brownie Secrets 8/6 

B. J . RAWSON , Shop Manageress. 

S. B. Myer; Bank of New South Wales; Miss D. 
Coles; Mrs. A. L. Keep; J. Batten Pty. Ltd. ; 
Messrs. 1. H . & N. C. Verity; Lady Pilditch; 
General Motors Holden Ltd.; The Broken Hill 
Pty. Co. Ltd.; Mrs. E. Pledge; Coles Stores; Mrs. 
H. F. Creswiek; Miss S. Wingfield; Mrs. D. J. S. 
McKinnon; Mrs. H. Searby; E. T. Brown Ltd. ; 
The Colonial Sugar Refining Co. Ltd.; Mr. L. V. 
Lansell; Commonwealth Fertilisers & Chemicals 
Ltd.; Miss M. K. Bostock; The Aust. E tate Co. 
Ltd .; Beaurepaire Tyre Service; Nunawading Tre
foil Guild; Mrs. R. E. Weatherly; Mrs. W. L. 
Colqu houn ; North Broken Hill Ltd. 
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SN AKES IN THE KITCHEN 

Have you ever been chatting to friends in your 
kitchen, opened the cupboard door to grab a 
saucepan, and, glancing down, seen a huge tiger 
snake twined in and out among the pans? I have. 

"Eek! Look at the snake!" My mother and 
Michelina stared! "Quick, where's the shovel?" 
I said. "Oh no, plissa, Mrs. Arcroft. Plissa 
getta the boss, the snake vera Dange-getta the 
boss!" yelled Michelina. So I bounded over to 
the shearing shed and called my husband. He 
had left the shovel "up the paddock," so Michelina 
and I found a hoe, and held the snake in place 
while my husband looked for another weapon. 
Alas. The tiger slithered away and disappeared 
behind the wood box and hasn't been seen since. 

Last week I was filling the woodbox from tbe 
verandah and saw a Smaller Snake casually wind
ing its way into the kitchen. This time I was 
alone, but my husband, Tom, was nearby, cutting 
wood with the circular saw. Well, of course, 
he couldn't hear me for the noise of the saw! 
Luckily, I'd been to a Theatre Group lecture on 
"MIME" the previous night, so I ACTED "There 
is a snake in the kitchen." He left the tractor 
engine running and dashed in. 

After the first experience, I WAS PREPARED. 
I had the automatic shot-gun nearby. He loaded 
it quickly, and said "1 can't get too close with 
this. You'll have to look for the snake." SO, 
there I was, in a most awkward position, in be
tween the gun and the tiger snake! 

I opened two or three drawers and then saw 
it, curled up very peacefully among the knives 
and forks. 

Tom was about to pull the trigger and I said: 
"It seems a pity to spoil the knives and forks; 
isn't there some other way we can kill it?" And 
he said, "Yes, we could try the Boiling Water 
Method." 

So he grabbed the kettle of boiling water and 
poured it into the drawer. The snake jumped up 
in the air and landed wriggling near my bare 
feet. Then Tom hit it with the poker, and it 
was soon dead. 

You'll be relieved to know I've studied very 
carefully "Treatment For Snakebite,' and now 
have a tourniquet wrapped around the handle of 
the gun. 

PAM. CRAWFORD (Capt.) 
1st Murchi on G.G. Co. 

MOTHER AND DAUGHTER EVENrnNG 
St. Kilda District recently held a very successful 

Mother and Daughter evening. This took the 
form of a Film and Lecture evening under the 
title, "The Story of Human Reproduction," and 
was presented by the Mother and Daughter sec
tion of the Fath~r and Son Welfare Movement. 

There were two sessions, one for girls 10-13, 
the other for girls 14 and over. All girls were 
to be accompanied by their mothers. 

At the end of the evening you were able to 
buy from a very large range of books dealing 
with the evening's topic. 

All who attended agreed' that it was a very 
informative evening, and there have been a num
ber of queries since to know if we will be hold
ing any more. The cost was 2/- Adults and 1/
Chi ldren on entry. 

If any District is interested, contact the Father 
and Son Welfare Movement of Australia Room 
8, 1st Floor, Temple Ct. , 422 Collins Street, 
Melbourne, or ring MU 2917. 

AILSA COLLINSON, 
Tawny Owl, 4th St. Kilda. 

EXTRACT FROM "NORTHERN 
TERRITORY GUIDING" 

By Dulcie Love. 
Tennant Creek provided a Slide Evening, 

church attendance at the Australian Inland 
Mission, Company and Pack meetings, an enjoy
able Hike, combined with Brownie Revels. Guides 
set out to prove that a six-mile expedition was 
practicable from Tennant Creek, and the Brownies 
staged their Revel around a very red ant-hill 
amongst the spinifex. 

Tennant Creek Brownies use an ant-hill as 
thcir totem instead of a toads tool. 

They had made a Nature Fairy-ring and col
lected their finds around the ant-hill. 
(The wrigglers were trying hard to escape, but 
were being pounced on and returned by the 
happy Brownies.) 

Darwin has marvellous opportunities for out
door Guiding. The beaches yield many items of 
interest, the scrub isn't far away, rivers and 
creeks abound-Nature is so different from down 
~Ourll. They can predict the weather with quite 
a bit of certainty. It is either wet or dry. 

Throughout the Territory people are interested 
in Guiding. There is so much scope and need 
for it there. D.L. 
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