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The llirt h

Monk ctn i

Written by

treonie Tyson

This Booklet was vrritten in the

hope that when f lulonkani' is f inaIly
removed from the Gardenvale land.scapet

its story and the d.ed.icated people it
involved.r rray not be forgotten.

Besides being distingulshed as the

first ha1l in Ylctori.a to be vrholly

ovrned. by a Gulde Company, it is a

I1ve1y and. worthvihile part of the

history of Gardenvale, and as such

should be recorded.

17th 0ctoberr 1980.

0f

Researched by

VaI Ferres (nee George)
and.

May lreland



A CK }IOYTLED GEM,N II T S .

late Hon. Sir Thonas Ylhite.

Hon. John Don, I\'1.B.8.

Brighton City Council.

Brighton North l'/ard. Progress Association.

Parents and. tr'riends Committee.

Idlss lvlay lreland.

}EDICATE} TO THE

(Dlvlsional
TATE }'MS AIIIY PEARSON

Comrissloner)



CONTE}ITS

IIiTRODUCTIOI{

CHAPTER 1 : The 'iYar Years.

CHAPTER 2: Birth pains.

CHAPTER

CHAPTEX-

3: The

4z In

, Opening.

Business.

Finishj-ng Touches.CHAPTER 5z

EPILOGUE



lnt r(xl uct ion

In 1841 ,l{enry Dendy bought 5,120 aeres of

cense scrub , south of the Yarra, for f,1 an aere.

By 1859, part of thls sarne property became

lrnorrm as the Borough of Erightcn. V{ith rapld

expansion, due to the fertility of the soil and

the pi-oneerlng spirit of the early market gardeners,

irlghton became a Town 1n 1912.

By 1926, four years after the lntrodriction

of Guitilng lnto Victcria, 1st. Brighton Guide

Company was for:med..

It took akost two years for the Conpan;r

t.; be officially reg.istered (for a fee cf l/- ),

the d.oeument having been sent to be signed in

ingla^nd and flnally returned tc llelbourne i-n 1928.

The first meeting of the Conpany v;as held

il; St. Stephens' Church of Engla:ed ha1}, Gardenvale,

but suggestions to demolish the building at the end

of the Seeond Y/orld tr'jar would lead to events tl:at

cul-nii-nate6 j.n the 'Blrth of I\ionkarii' in 1947.



The Vycr r Yecrs

The 20's and ]0's sav,r the rapld expansion

of the Guidlng l.iovement in Yictoria from arr

original f00 to 8000 guides by the beglnning of

','iorld Vlar Two.

1st. Brighton Company was no exception to

the trerr.d and continued to grovr and. encourage

"active cltizenship" amd. "healthy homemaking"* by

trainlr:g 6rlrls to become "good vri-ves and niothers

of the future"*.

But war was in fu1l flip.ht, and on the

:tome front, many orgatii-sations coricentrated thelr
activitles on helping the vrar effort, et the

:'equest of tt:e local cor.lncils.

lrlany scout ar:d guide groups of the 1ccal

';rld surrorrnd.ing dlstricts alnost oisbanded vrhen

--,heir contributions left them vrith lltt1e free

:i-me.

One major contribution vras thelr voluntary
*.raining vuith the Air Raid Precaution orpan:isation'

',';hich vras probably one of the bi5,gest vol'.;:rtary

" Girl Guide Associ-ation paroiphlet

-?-
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rar -time ,activities.

i{owever, having completed the tralning,
na:ry guides founci themselves too yowrg to qualify

for the A.R.P. certiflcate (other citizens had

to be 18 before they were permltted to traln vrlth

the A.F,.P. and subsequently recelve the certificate)
and had to settle wlth being members of the State

rlnergency Servlce( mar.Iy' at the ripe o1d a;e of 14. )

1946 sav,r the first year of pe.ace in six

l.,ears, the d.isbanding of the A.R.P. ,and. rumours

of oestruction for St.Stephens hall , which woulil

force 1st. Brighton Guide Company to seek a new

neeting p1aee.

a

I
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ll irth I)crin s

A nevr meeting place vras desperately needed,

but it wasn't an easy task to find a suitable ha1}.

iovrever, the yowrg g.ulde Captain( Ya1 George)

iollovred up a sugg:estlon by a local Scouter that
ex-army huts could be pr.rrchased to serve the

purposes they required.

The aqulsltion of one of these huts

necessitaied. the vrriting of an application to
Army Disposals, a:id by nid 1946, negotia.tions had

begr.rr.

Vlithout any ind.lcation where the finance

icr such a project would be found., 1st. Erighton

Guide Company was alloted an ex-Alrforce sleeping

::ut, of dlmensions 76' x 18', for the eost of f 120,

rn the latter months of the year.

But novr, to find some land on

srtuate the hutl The Captain had her

Elece of Crovrn Land controlled by the

parkland. in Cochra:re St. , Gard.envale,

whleh to

e),e on a

coulcil- as

and set aborit

i-nin55 pernission to use it.

Iieanvrliile, u:rdar,urted by the lack of finance ,

-4-



land, and a flat tyre, Val George anci some of the

Grricies I fathers set forth to Lara in an o1d Dodge

to inspect the prospective hut. However, on

arrival, the hut was for:nil to have an over-

aburrd.ance of gaps between the floorboarcls, and so,

ritb the aii.d of the Fed.eral M.H.R., a replacement

ktrt was negotlated..

Fortunately, a tinely interest-free loan

of C700 was offered to the Conpany by the

Div-isi-onal Guide Commissi-oner. So with a cheque

i-a hand, anrd chaperoned by her father, the Captai-n

travelled to the Albert Park Barraeks to pay the

9120 for the hut. A firrtlier fee of e90 was quoted.

by Ye11ow Express Carriers ltd.. to transport the

hut frorn lara to Gardenvale.

lriith unofflcial assurance that ti:e Compa.:ay

rouJ-d be granted the land in Cochrane St. , a.nd the

pe:rding arrlval of the hut, a meetj-ng was conviened

to set up the 'Parents and Friends Associationt

from which the Trustees for the new ha1I wou].d. be

e].eeted.

,I



rst Brigltton Girl Cuide Conrparyt

Dear [{others and Fatltt'rs :tttd l"tit'rrls,
As you are probLbly a\\'lu'c, Ir('lll)tiiltions lrtvc been in

progrcss for sonre tinte to ;rtrluitt lor tlrc (lonrprny a
suitable site and buildirrt{ to ;rt'r'rrrrrrorl rtt: llrr: (iuirles and
furlish tliern a "lronre" irr rvlriclr to lrrrr';ur tlrrir irctit'ittes.

After a gre:rt tlcal of trorrlrlc rrrrrl lurrrl sork, tlre site
has been grantcd:rt tlre trrlrrr.r ol4lioss lrltl t'oclrLlne
Strects, Garderrvale, irrrrl;r lrrrilrlirg iICrlul'(.(l u-lrich it ts
expectcd n'ill lre lt'-e rt,ctt.rl u itli jrr :r scc]i or tuo.

So tlrat tlrc Cornp;rny rri:r1,frrnction srrr:cessfully, it is
essentirrl rthlt.tlrc gilis lt:ive tlrc sulrlrort ol llVLlttY
PAli!l:r-'f :rrrd :rs lrr:rrry irrtcrtsterl fricrrrls ::s yrossil.rlc.

It is rrocossury th:Lt tlre prcst'nt smrrll lrlnd of acirve
suDportcrs, The I'irrcrrts i:nd Ifricnds Association of the
lst Ilrightorr Crrirle C)crtuprny, be grcltly iugnlented, and
for tlris purlnsc a

Sl'ECITIL IItlETING
of

ALL PAREN'TS AND INTI.]ITI'STED !'IIII:NDS
rvitl bc hcld at l

fThe Guide llall at St. Stephen's Church of Englirnd,
Cochr:rne Strtet, 0ardcnvale

, | 3l on ,ir\,
Thursday, il-|th Oetobt'r; ilt 8 p.m.

You are cordially invited to be plesent.
I]USINESS:

1. To elect en Drccutive Comrnittee to be decided on by
the meeting.

2 To confirm or othenvise the pr.oposed trustees for the
nerv building.

3. To consider otl)er general business.
Are you intercsted in your GIIIL'S WELFARE? or

uill YOU LtrT II-ER DOWN? She RELIES ON YOUR
SUPT'OITT.

I\Iay rve see you there and hear your ideas.

a6

(i
REP CHT O }' }I ElJT ] I.IC CCN OII}IiIIl.TG

_ 
-:--I ihi'h t l- lN D- f frTl,ttirB-liStoX r ar I ol{ oF

The meetlng whj.ch rvas ca]Led by the Captain of the
1st !::i6':htorr Guides, was oFened wlth Uro. !ervls,
FreBiderrL -I Lhs Parents and !rlends Assocltrtion of
the Guide Ccrnparry, ln the chalr.

BUSINL$$ To forn a Ccrnmittee and olect Offlee }ea:ers
to tale over afI buelnesg matterg i,n connection with
the Ouide Hut which hae been pulchased frsn the Arny
Dlapoealo Er.anch, and Brrange for repal/.n€rnt of the loan
of *1300 with part of whlch the hut was purchaged.

A1-r to arrangc for TruBtees to tale cherge
of hut mPtntenrnce etc.,.

cGrfirTlrE EurCTJu) fDttchnnc

i

Preeldent ltrr" Murghy
Secre ta ry

& Tr ea e. M rs . 1trrrv"1r,
Aeet. Sec. ) ]J rs. Taylor' ) Urr. Slster

Ur" Preoldent
Mr. Blater
L{ r'. Taylor

U srberc Mre. George
U xs. Dsvl eB
lfr3. Harvey
}/r. []1ater
I{ r. Tay }or

G.W$B.6.L-.EIj}JXISS Mr. TayLor moved a vote of
thanke to the ret lrlng f resi dentr .U 16. Lei{ls, who,
f,br health ressons reelgned her office, and to the
other'm@i!.1'd of the AsBoclation fo:' the aplendld
Bround work they have done 1n the short elght months
of itE belng.

It wag Buggeeted th&t a csrd
night be held on Saturday, 7th Decsnber.

I\c
I

SRIGHTOT'{ GUIDI.)S

%z'a /*7' caprarn

I

I

l

i
I



fn I'lovember 1946, the hut was transported

Carriers in two pieces, and vras set up

unt1l the land grant was flnally made

:..- Yellovr

::-- boards

: if :-cia1 in December of that year.

PARTICULARS

9 ,I-(z-u^at .d-qa.z tLo .tl
nlzaw\t*.
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GDR6€. (Cap+o.,nf

VAI-DA t{ARtrg, BEh/r- BEID / BEv<Irr-)/ s,|,-ATER.
G^^JEFT BR\STbl{ .

I4€S 5. !^E\.A.rrs, t^LrRFb{Yt - t c,C>}.uB, S!.A-TER, FRTTUGTE

6,t-.tl5g, BAgGrE, <IFSSE!-I
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Wh1le a meeting between the Captai-n and

the Crovrns' Land. department was hetd to d.eclde the

rent payable on the Land., another d.epartmental

requirement was fortunately a1tered.. It was thought

at, one stage that the department worrld. insist that
the haI1 be moved to the left of its I orlginal
projected resting spot. Fortr:nately for all concer:red,

the move wag avertedr &s it would have left the haII
hanging precariou-sIy over one bank of Elster ereek

(now known as Elv*ood Canal)l

Apr11 of 1947 saw the hall flnally settled
cr: solid stumps and the front flov,rer garden (forraed

-- the shape of the gulde badge) planted. It was

:.ecid.ed. to nane the haIl 'lr(onkarii'( aboriglnal word.

-ea::ing ' thank yori') in gratltude to the Divlsional
lc::issioner for her loan.

lespite a fev., birth pains, the Cream of
"--::-.:p;.rI vras fina1ly real1sed., arid. vias cistlng.r..ished.

:: ::l:,9 the first Guj-d.e irall in Victoria -to be nholly

:r:-:i clr a Gui-de Conpan;r.

-3-



GIR,L GUIDE HALL
TO BE BUILT

l.iuch interest is being shown in
-.: progress made with the hall
:=.:.: erected for the lst Brighton
C.:.--Guroe Qompany at the corner
,:l Ccchrane and Cross Strcets,:::lrn*ick.

liis hail is the direct result of-;.: initialive shown by Miss-,-..:rio George, capfain of the
1:: Srighton Guide Company.

l:-e erection and complction
: -:e the result of the combined
::.-:.',ary efforls of several ener-
5::-: oarents, whose hard work
r-_ eienlually produce a meeting
: -.::. f or tire Guides and
=:---r.ies of which they sirall be

roud. This will be the' : , : .:.- Droud. 'I'n]s wrll De f,ne
:-:-: ::il in Victoria wholiy owned- -:: .-.-..1 in Victoria wl
:- . Guide Company.

:'-:.:::cns are beillg held at in-
:::tr:-:. and the Committee is
::; ::eoaring for a Iete to be
r:,r ii ihe hall on Saturday,
I -.i l.

- 
. . ---:- traders in Elsternwick

r":-: :-.ien their kind support to
--';\' a^rrco

-f-: cciations of goods or
::::: :i,.:ld be sent to Mrs. Tay-
r- - - E:iige St., Elsternwick
::::-. LF 4865), and will' be

i.. ,--:-..:=ed through this paper.

: S,NATIONS RECEIYED
:- .t ].:tt & Co. ., ,. fZ 2
a- .,-:-;-:.: Furnish'g Co. 1 1: l,--. Pt:'-. Ltd. .. . 1 0
:::1:-:---:'iS 010

.. .. t4 13 c

' -:-= llev,,s ' 6 .3 . 4'l

(.,

,,#:f!#i#g!#,{,"!#

I

I

0
0
0
0
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fhe Open ing

} Pre-opening additions to the hall includ"ed

En"*.Ie(oonated.) ano a World flag made by the

Ipli" (which to her dlsnay had to be hurriedly

E-=o. ,.* r-r "roo*ea r-r-Ke a pocKer nan*ercnler.'
Er
f,tcrirg from the top of the flagpole).

-'-I, Hhile Yal was belng enlightened. on the

-D 1rci-ats of tthall-opening etio.ugtte" by the

-
-l
Eilct Gommissiotler, an invitation (whlch was

II-r, 
iauue-uLeq/ yrir.u ts,Erir, rJu ,,auJ u,arfvEer

-- 

a-__r -_i _-- __^ ^_-: ___i

E_T::=tor,er 
and vrlfe of General llarry Chauve.l

H":T:'H:, ;::,:1;:i":::""::":::,.

E * Hl,:{:i::Iill:::rfi=,,

of

*****J(r( +s)crcJ(

-:i:.e day of the opening arrives.

-s forned, and as Lady Chauvel arrives,
:ne Guard of Honour, the flag is





\

\

broken and' the ilational Altirem is sung with gusto.
r'ady chauvel unl0cks the door and the visitors
enterr signing the Vlsltors, Book as they do so.
confronting then 1s the resurt of months of hard
rork' courageous foreslght and a very Deleetable-
looking afterrioon tea.

Disaster befar-r-s the captain as the handle
:: :i:e plate she is holding breaks and scones are
:=-:-.'e:ed. all over lady Chauvel,s 1ap. Composqre

-:_-:-'va; 1I^"!--:= =-r-cir Val 1istens to a con€;rat"rlatory speech
:= ::et'ed by l,r. Vlhlte.

" f could never have done 1t vrithout
=-:-,-a::es' he1pt, 1s her rep1y, after v,,hlch she-*-::: iaints from nerves aliC exhaustion.

J+ * +.rF )+ .r( JC{.16 J({_ * 16* r( * +F *.* *

-hc* 
^^.-.,^=L oay \ryas Saturday 1?th. of Apri1 1947,; --__ : _. -r.I€,htori Guide Cor:rpany had just .eceived

:' i-s:. nir.thoay present ln the form of the key
r: :_--: :::: of their ovrrn hall.

)-.,,,,,,.,,,,.,ii..]1., rn,ri::J .1.,1,;",1

,.r :.

- 1 1-
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ln llu si n ess

,,'-::: 2J, annual rent of f,l for the land (tne

--;;: :.'ears' rental was €renerously paid by 1.1r.

--: z LSOO loan to repay, the guid.es d.idn't

=:.- -.t:te in organislng fund-raising activities.

It rvas declded to ho1d. a Bazaar on Saturd.ay

Xay 1947 r so letters were wrltten to various

, asking for donations of goods, and. many

a::-?13';s in their rep1y. The Bazaar was opened

--:= l =;.-or of Brighton, a:rd, it concluded with the

:i *.he prizes for the 'I.fonster R.afflet.

aas 1'.'or by F. Bugham of Ylest Footscray who

--he pr:-ze of 1/2 a ton of f i-revrood. a:rd.

rhe ec-uivaler:t value 1n cash, as that

:::-:I :o transport back to Footscray thar. v;ood.

:--. z:::1:d,. prizes v,iere 2ewt. of coal- a::d Jcv,'t.

-::: l=:!eotivelyl

ili1,
L-. U . -J.

- l'f\ < P,'r f)I\Y i.ll.e

[i3NS'iEiJ R}.FFLE

'i:t

'r- -i

i,'J

,P:'ize

Fr-i.e

i':-i ze

: .l 'i'on c'i Firewc'od

: : 2 cw.'t. of Coi-:!

: : 3 cr'.'t. of !."/ooci

3d-
,lrri lh"r.

-1)--

\\' i ittr.r t's ^'itlii i i':, i

lI:-t.ii. ,..\r,, " (iiir .r,Lr:

I
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Another fund-raising activity started in 1947

'r- :::e 'Crazy VIhi-st' r,.ight, organized. by future

:::r,:- 0w1 and Conmittee member, l,liss fre1and. This

''. ;:-= j-s st j-11 the main fund.-raislng activity in
':-='t after 31 yeers of coirtiual ,support frorn avid

- .:: ;-a;"ers . and or6lalizer idiss Ire1a1d..

I?hile much of the money raised. went lnto

enanee of the hall and, repaynent of the 1oan,

=::-:-:nal 940 had to be ralsed as a deposlt before

cor,nected. to the hal1. Thereafter,

of 5/- was required. for sewage

i:=:'espor:dence was sent between 1,1r. Johr: )or.

:::-='- :i tire guides) and ihe Board of liiorks in

:::: :i;:-r-in6- a reduetion in the deposit fee,

-: :-':,-::,- '')48, stil1 vrith no sevrage comiected,

leltred. lperhaps approprlately) that,
''-:- the circurrstances, 1t re:-retterl tna'u

: r'-: ;::spect of relief in this natter" j

--- :-^: clurse, the !40 vras raised and paid
-:::, a::i although 'relief I d.id" colne i:r the

= :=-;:-i cf 16.19.1, the ha"1l v;as still

1=! t:= -::-*,1I the followinf year.



Fi n ishing
Ituches

Shortly after it was opened., Ir{onkani beca.ne

all of the three we}l knovm groups vrlthin
that is, Brownles, Guldes and Rangers S.R.S

but by 1956, the Brig'hton Guldes had.

to i-nclude another group. Hovrever, to
beglnnings of this association, we have to

to November of 1949.

l::is y;as the date of the second annual

. -r-part from belng the inportant end of
l"-=::1cn, 1t was highlighted by the inclusion

:T: ---:'3orled. guides, I.[argaret Low a:rd Barbara

-:-= :estination vras Diamond. Creek v].a. a

-- = ::-rc rgh Ca.nberlvell and lield.elberg.

-- :r = i:y: '::ired. from tvr'o chartered. ,Del-rixe

l :, ::-:s ' :rcrid ed by Aasociated Day Tours

='--- =: :l'i\rers could take )rou to Cov,tes,

.::=- ? :IOg't'8"lri of non-strenuous f:Brhes srich

:aas ' a-o 'pat ball-oon t , prizes vJere

='r =:=:-.-::-e sent home v;ith a box of sweets

- 15-
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ptcnoiou ' gro'np to whlch the two hdndteapped.

r belonged eventually became part of the

District by foiming the 5th. Brlghton

l:-:--',-. :iowever, it was the initial interaction
::-: :,rc groups at the pienic that encouraged

::-----:::: to offer Captain l,{rs. 0'Donne11 and

-- -; ::-. -133 oj the ha}l from 1916 onwards,

: --:---ing the desire of Monkani's originators
:: :: ,.-- iacets of gUiding 1n one hal1.

+ + + * * + * * **+ * Jt yr* )a.l()t*tFJ+ +*t( *+

-:---. iiie finishlng touches were belng mad.e

--': =:=--i g.:.iCing group, the same lvas being Cone

-:- ':)i, i'u was decided to buy a eoncrete

r- ::,e construction price belng *7.10.0. )

-: ::::-: 3a:derr, around. v;hich the Bror',tries

:. e:--roflec in the traditional manner. Stepping

r:: ;-ace: arou:rd the finisherl toadstool- on

---= -- - i;--rE ,. Jt*"o trvas carvgd.

-: ::--? cf these stonesra bottl-e containinS
- ::- :: :: :i1e original com.mlttee membefs ar:d

:::!::is-ble for establishing the hall vras

,:'.: l'a-- of . or-kav,its his+"ory.



E ll ik)gue
as l,lonkani's history was preserved. in the

, :-ts futrrre was secured. by the continued

:l its ori-gina1 company members.

cjihe guides became future lea.ders vrhen

?ecrge left .to marry:A1'an Fgrres in -1950, -,

, l,1a:got Pratt and Daphne GaIe became the

,t L953 and 1954 respectlvely. The Tav,try

S-zter) and Brovrn Ovrl (Jennifer Horwood.) of

af L947.

i.npact of the assoclations forued. in the early

is stil-l evident tod"ay in the fact that

;:ides and their Captaln st1l] hold. reunions

;a1 ferres also presented Gale Standish v"ith

"-:uioe Badge tn L972r a,S she had presented. h.er

':-"t (Iaphne GaIe) over 20 yea::s sgor raaking it

;ion av,'ard presentation.

:::;inal parents were just as C.edlcated.

rarents were stlll- acti-ve on the Comr:.ittee

-he Corin:-ttee was also heiped in its efforts
jlnancial support from I'[rs Fearson, who, ln

-.-:::; i:i-nd,ly v,'aived the last repay-ment on the
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I:-e eiforts and. achievements of the Brighton

Im:,-; -:i Sonnittee have been recogni-sed. by Guld.e

i,*, - :_--:::rs , through the presentation of mrmerous

They have been included in this bookLet

r:J ---:- ---;e a clear lndlcatlon of the trernendous

:..*:-::::::- :iat the Guiding L{ovement lnspired in
..-'::: -6--.4

_-*-_--va

I:-::.:. :z:3e ' ior its services to guiding. The

:r.-: :1--=-: ::oaCly in the hall today.

:-=::::: :::: €s-r,€€iied 'Wattler Avlard. (along with

-- -930, i'iiss lreland (past Brovm Owl a::C.

l-:-:ez' z:rd al-so orgariiser of ihe Ctazy l,:firist

:: ]-3ars) received her 35 year service anvard.

Thls conmenorated 45 years

the 'extension' guid.e Eroup,

by i;he

a.r:.d cassette of

by lr{r l,icPhee,

-::- '.'.'as aisc highli-ghieo

Traf rri:r::::- :: r::e Austra.'ian Flag

rii: ,r " l: - : - i --:-I::en to the Corapany

*'gE :'r' " ::. l-:*rer of Pa:'lianent.



This booklet has d.escrlbed the physj-ca1 history
ci Llonkani, but the word.s of the late Mrs Pearson best

:=scribe the secret behind such a worthvrhile aehievement.

rrYou knour, my share origlnally could have been

g:iven by any of many people, but your share corrld only

have been given by yourselves, thats a trnth nobod.y

can d.enyt'f

( Generous v;ord.s from a generous ';.-c:.-- ;;-c

::-ce described. one of her i.onation ci:eque s as 'a s3r3.: cf
:zj:ert )"

Quorxlro}{ Ro/ta A LEt--te- -To -Ttr€_ corn,wvrrr.rr-r ,Li


