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Guiding began in Victoria.  The first meeting of the 1st Hawthorn Baden-Powell Girl Guides was held 
on 6 February 1911.   
 
The 1st Hawthorn Baden-Powell Girl Guides were registered by the official title of "Girl Guides" 
although there were a number of similar groups formed in Western Australia, Tasmania, New South 
Wales and Victoria prior to this.   
 
The first meeting was called by Miss Louie Kerr who advertised it by placing a notice in the local 
paper the "Hawthorn and Camberwell Citizen" on 3 February 1911.   The notice stated: 
 

A meeting will be held on Monday evening February 6th at 7.45 sharp, at Burwood Rd, 
Glenferrie, to enrol members for the Australian Girl Guides: 1st Hawthorn Troop. 
 
Besides the usual work followed by the Baden-Powell Girl Guides in England, needlework, 
cooking, ambulance, nursing and physical culture will be taught.  Captain Louie Kerr wishes it 
understood that the troop will be kept strictly select and only girls of good character and 
respectability will be allowed to join.   

 
Physical culture included swimming.  This program was well ahead of the times with regard to 
activities in which girls were involved. 
 
The Guides originally met in a tiny hall behind a shop at 306 Burwood Road in Hawthorn.  At the 
original meeting place a red and white umbrella was hung from an upstairs window to indicate where 
the girls met.  The girls paid threepence each towards the rent.  Later the Hawthorn Council lent them 
the band room where they continued to meet until at least 1917.   
 
They met weekly on Thursday evenings and on alternate Saturday afternoons and frequently went 
out into the 'country'.  They travelled by boat to Dromana for activities such as drill, hiking, 
semaphore, Morse, first aid and badge work. 
 
The group continued until the later years of the war 1914 – 1918. 
 
A plaque was placed on the building in 1957 commemorates the fact that the first meeting held there.  
Unfortunately the building has now been demolished but the plaque has been retained by GGV. 
 
The company was recognised by Miss Agnes Baden-Powell in correspondence. 
 
 
 
 


