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Playing and learning together 
is part of being a guide 



CHIEF COMMISSIONER'S MESSAGE 

HAPPY New Year to 

you all. What an 

exciting time it has 

been already! The 

World 	Committee 

Chairman, 	Doris 

Riehm came to Australia on her first visit 

to attend Jumbunna '96 and the 

Australian Program and Training 

Conferences. 

At the Conferences' opening dinner 

it was Doris' privilege to present the 

WAGGGS medal to our Life Vice 

President, Lady Price CMG OBE. 

Please refer to her citation on page 6. 

I'm sure everyone who knows Joyce will 

be thrilled that the World Association 

has acknowledged her in this way. 

Lady Price receives the WAGGGS medal 

from Doris Riehm, Chairman of the World 

Committee. 

Prior to the Program and Training 

Conferences Doris and I had the 

opportunity to speak with many of the  

patrol leaders from all over Australia 

who were at Jumbunna '96. The leaders 

responsible for this event are to be 

congratulated. They did not need to 

direct the self-motivated girls to 

participate in the wide assortment of 

activities offered. Junior leaders and 

young leaders played essential roles in 

the presentation of the program and the 

patrol leaders responded well to this. 

I had the opportunity to be part of a 

forum where the girls frankly gave their 

views of leaders and leadership 

qualities, uniform and declining 

membership and how to address these 

issues. They also gave their opinions on 

public image and how the Association 

should be presented to the public. 

December 31 saw the completion of 

Sue Ride's term as State Commissioner 

for the Northern Territory. Thank you 

Sue for all you have done to develop and 

promote the Association in the Northern 

Territory. We welcome Carrol Lynch as 

the incoming State Commissioner. 

1996 is a year of challenge for us all. 

It is up to every one of us to keep in 

mind that as leaders we must focus on 

girls and their needs. In doing this, we 

must never lose sight of our basic 

values. 

Good luck for 1996. I wish you a very 

happy World Guide Thinking Day and a 

challenging and exciting year. 

Janette Lockhart Gibson 
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THANKS to Dawn Borchardt, State 

Editor, South Australia, a GiA 

contributors' badge has been 

produced to acknowledge 

articles or photographs 

NATIONAL UPDATE 

GiA skyrockets! 

From 30 June 1994 to 30 June 1995 

GiA subscriptions increased by 12 per 

cent, reflecting the improved quality of 

the magazine. The improvement in 

subscriptions has resulted in a 91 per 

cent increase in advertising revenue! 

Girls' parents may be interested in 

subscribing to a magazine which gives 

them details of their daughters' activities 

as well as the numerous opportunities 

available through guiding. 

published in the magazine. (This does 

not apply to articles or photographs on 

the state page). 

The colour of the binding on the 

badge will change each year, with 

purple being the colour for 1996. One 

badge will be sent to each contributor. If 

you contribute more than once a year, 

you will only receive one badge. 

Thanks 

'The Girl Guides Association across 

Australia has provided tremendous help 

to The Salvation Army throughout 1993 

and 1994, and this final cheque 

culminates in what must have been a very 

satisfactory and encouraging project for 

all girl guides. Please pass on our sincere 

thanks for their wonderful support." 

Major Margaret Armstrong, Public 

Relations Secretary for The Salvation 

Army, wrote to thank the Association for 

money donated for the Give A Family a 

Break Sticker Project. A final amount of 

$5,053 was sent in November 1995, 

making the total donation from this 

project a fantastic $80,976.59. 

Annual general meeting 

The annual general meeting of the Girl 

Guides Association of Australia, held on 

Monday 30 October 1995, was attended 

by more than 80 people from the 

Association and outside organisations. 

Guest speaker Carolyne Watt gave an 

entertaining account of her experiences 

at the UN Women's Conference in 

Beijing. Appreciation certificates were 

presented to Martyn Robinson from 

Australian Museum, Queen's Trust, 

Office of Multicultural Affairs and the 

Department of Immigration, and Ansett 

Australia for their support. 

Unfortunately, our President, Her 

Excellency Mrs Hayden was unable to 

attend the meeting but sent this message. 

"I am sorry that I cannot join you 

as I am accompanying my husband at 

the 50th Anniversary Celebrations of 

the United Nations in York. 

As this will be your last meeting 

before I retire as F'resident of the Girl 

Guides Association of Australia, I 

would like to take this opportunity to 

say how much I have enjoyed my 

association with the guides. 

It has been an honour for me to be 

your President, for it has given me the 

opportunity to observe at first hand 

the wonderful work of guiding in 

Australia. I shall long cherish special 

memories of the warm and friendly 

greetings extended to me by guiding 

groups as I travelled around the 

country. I could not help but be 

impressed by their enthusiasm and 

professionalism. 

I wish the Movement well as it 

continues to shape and guide 

tomorrow's leaders. 

With every good wish for your annual 

general meeting, and for the future." 

Dallas Hayden 

Thinking Day 1996 

The staff from the national office send 

greetings for Thinking Day 1996. 

Program and Training 
Conferences 

The Program and Training Conferences 

were held from 6-13 January 1996 at 

Sancta Sophia College, University of 

Sydney, New South Wales. Watch for 

news in the next issue. 

Around the Campfire 

A revised edition of Around the 

Campfire has been published and is 

now available from your guide shop. The 

new format with larger printing is A5, 

single sheets and hole punched to fit 

any standard folder. 

Interest Badges 
Brownie Guides 

A revised edition of Interest Badges 

Brownie Guides is now available from 

your guide shop. 

Farewell to the 
national executive officer 

Barbara 	Horsfield, 	National 

Executive Officer for the Girl Guides 

Association of Australia has taken 

up a new position. Barbara has 

instigated many changes in the 

administration of the girl guides 

over the past ten years and it is with 

great regret we say goodbye. She 

will be missed by many but we 

wish her every success in her new 

position as Chief Executive Officer 

with the Veterinary Association of 

Australia. 

GiA February 1996 	
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CREATING OUR FUTURE 

The Great Outdoors 
Guiding "is a jolly game largely played in the out-of-doors" 

Lord Baden-Powell, PO&R 

IT'S been 80 years since these words 

were written by our Founder in the 

Foreword to PO&R, and girls today still 

claim that outdoor activities remain the 

biggest attraction of guiding. 

As we move towards the 21st 

century, we must ensure we continue to 

provide challenging outdoor activities 

for girls. 

It is of concern that while outdoor 

activities are a high priority for girls, the 

DACUM analysis of leaders' roles 

indicates they are a low priority for large 

numbers of our leaders. Is this why so 

many girls are choosing to play the 

game elsewhere? 

Accreditation 

In March 1996, the Australian Outdoor 

Activities Conference will review our 

current outdoor qualifications and 

administrative procedures to ensure 

they are supporting girls and leaders in 

their quest to enjoy the outdoors. We 

will also work on creating our own 

qualifications for adventurous activities 

such as abseiling, rock climbing, 

wilderness walking, caving and snow 

skiing. 

If there are any issues you would 

like addressed, please contact your 

state outdoor activities adviser as 

soon as possible. 

On a national level, government 

supported bodies have been working to 

create national outdoor recreation  

leadership competencies that can be 

used by associations such as ours as 

benchmarks for outdoor activity 

qualifications. Having our courses and 

qualifications nationally accredited will 

allow our members to gain community 

acceptance of our qualifications as 

being of an approved standard. For our 

members, it will enhance the value of 

girl guide training. 

As an Association we are proud of 

our standards and safety record in 

relation to outdoor activities. Many have 

expressed their frustrations with the 

perceived 'red tape' associated with out-

of-door activities, and now's the time to 

review procedures, to eliminate local 

rules and to make sure all members can 

enjoy the out-of-doors. 

Again, I believe the Founder hit the 

peg on the head when he said in the 

Foreword to PO&R 1916: 

"... in offering this guide to our fellow 

workers in the Movement, we want to 

encourage their cooperation through 

their own individual keenness, capability 

and resourcefulness, and not to bind 

them collectively with restrictive red 

tape." 

It seems to me this is the challenge 

for each of us. 

• Are our rules and procedures 

liberating or are they road blocks? 

• How can we facilitate leaders and 

girls accessing outdoor and 

adventurous activities? 

• Do we open doors to the outdoors or 

do we open doors to another 

staircase? 

• Who are the women in our 

Association who could share their 

skill and expertise with others? 

• How do you respond to your girls' 

requests for outdoor activities? 

• If you are unable to camp, who can 

help you? 

Let us respond to our girls positively 

and remain true to the original dream of 

the Founder. 

...  it is a jolly game 

largely played in the 

out-of-doors where 

guiders and guides 

can go adventuring 

together as older and 

younger sisters picking up health and 

happiness, handcraft and helpfulness, 

through camping and hiking and the 

study of nature."  (Founder's Foreword 

PO&R 1916) 

Kathy Neehouse 

Australian Outdoor Activities 

Consultant 

Outdoor activities 
are the big attraction 

of guiding today. 

GA February 1996 



Farewell 

The Australian executive expressed its 

appreciation to Wilma Torney, who is 

resigning her position as Australian Post 

Box Secretary due to ill health. 
BUS FOR KIRIBATI  

Guide Jamboree 

The term Guide Jamboree has 

been accepted for all national girl 

events. It is seen that as this 

terminology is well known, there 

will be a greater impact on the 

public when we are promoting our 

events. 

AUSTRALIAN EXECUTIVE 

Members of the Australian executive 

met at the national office for four 

days from 30 October to 1 November 

1995. Here are the results. 

Appointments 

We are delighted to welcome several 

new Australian office-bearers and 

congratulate them on their appointment 

to the Australian team. 

From 1 November 1995 

The Gregory Fellowship committee 

member, Dorothy Woolley (Vic) • 

Assistant International Commissioner, 

Mary Cabrera (NSW) • International 

Commissioner's committee members, 

Margaret Williams, Lorraine Swalwell, 

Karen-Lee Henry (NSW) • Outreach 

Consultant's committee member, 

Margaret Taylor (Vic) • Assistant 

Outdoor Activities Consultant, Lyne 

Simpson (Old). 

From 1 January 1996 

Post Box Secretary, Pat James (Old). 

From 1 May 1996 

Four World Centres Liaison, Marian 

Langdon (Old). 

World Conference 1996 

Janette Lockhart Gibson (Chief 

Commissioner) and Liz Moore (Tas) will 

represent Australia as delegates at the 

World Conference in Nova Scotia, 

Canada, 16-23 July 1996. Melissa 

Anderson (Old), Mandy Macky 

(Assistant Chief Commissioner) and 

Jane Scarlett (Vic) attend as observers. 

GiA February 1996 

Long Service Awards 

Leaders will be presented with a long 

service bar every five years. The new 

colours are still to be decided. 

New mission 
statement 

The new mission statement for the 

Girl Guides Association of Australia 

is 'Helping girls and young women 

grow into confident, self-respecting, 

responsible community members'. 

New Program 

The new Program for girls and young 

women will be launched on 1 July 1996. 

New resource material will be written 

and produced and a new leader training 

program will be prepared. 

National Office 

Australian headquarters is now to be 

known as the National Office. 

International exchanges 

Short term exchanges with Canada, 

New Zealand, United Kingdom, and 

United States of America will be 

organised during school holiday periods 

by the Australian international 

commissioner and Australian public 

relations adviser. 

4 

BUS FOR KIRIBATI is a service project 

to raise funds for a secondhand bus for 

girls and leaders in Kiribati to attend 

night meetings. See centre pages of 

March 1996 issue for details. 

Cork recycling 

Guide Cork Recycling Awareness Day 

will be combined with World 

Environment Day on 6 June each year. 

Watch the May issue of GiA for program 

ideas. 

Myth of the month 

This is to be a regular feature in GiA. 

(see page 7). 

Thinking Day 
name change 

As from February 1997, Thinking Day 

will be known as World Guide Day. 



WORLD UPDATE 

The Olave Award 1995 

The Olave Award is an international 

award to honour the memory of the 

World Chief Guide, Olave Lady Baden-

Powell and to keep alive her belief in the 

spirit of service. 

The Olave Award must be: 

• a spontaneous effort with no thought 

of recognition 

• a sustained effort or outstanding 

achievement of a group. 

It will be made to: 

• a group (six, patrol or unit) of brownie 

guides, guides or ranger section. 

And is presented for outstanding 

involvement in the community such as: 

• a community service or community 

development project 

• a long term or a short term project 

• a small or large project 

• within the country or in another 

country. 

The application is to be made by a 

commissioner on behalf of the group 

without its knowledge and sent to the 

national office. 

Please contact your state office for 

further information. The national closing 

date is 25 February 1996. 

Winner of 
The Olave Award 1994 

WAGGGS is pleased to announce 

that the Tropa Guia del Group #16 

Heredia of the Asociaci6n de Gufas 

y Scouts de Costa Rica is the 

winner of the Olave Award 1994. 

The winning project took place in the 

indigenous Indian community of Katsi 

where guides shared games, songs and 

crafts with the children of the 

community. The Tropa Guia del Group 

#16 Heredia collected educational 

materials which they presented to the  

community to enable them to set up a 

library in the community school. 

Maestro Bruno, who works with the 

community of Katsi, said it was the first 

time that the community of Katsi had 

been visited by outsiders who did not 

want to investigate their culture, but 

simply to share their experience and 

learn about the community. 

World Bureau Circular 

Piglets for Uganda 

Mr and Ms Troll (members of the Penrith 

Trefoil Guild, United Kingdom) worked 

in Uganda where they visited the guides 

headquarters in Kampala. On their 

return home they started a campaign to 

help a special Ugandan guide project 

and raised £365. 

The project is for guide units in 

Kampala to set up a small farm with 

piglets, rabbits, and a breeding sow. 

Proceeds from the farm help pay for 

girls' education. The project teaches 

early school leavers home economics, 

family planning, first aid, problems 

caused by Aids, and shows them how to 

alter their diet by growing correct 

vegetables in gardens, and how to care 

for small animals. 

Support for the idea is snowballing in 

Penrith and British children are planning 

to support it as their charity for the next 

school year. 

World Gazette Mondiale 

New Chief for 
The Guide Association 

Margaret Wright was appointed the new 

Chief Commissioner for The Girl Guides 

Association of United Kingdom on 

25 May 1995. Mrs Wright has worked as 

a volunteer for the Association for 36 

years. 

"The people who started up our 

Association in the early 1900s were 

responding to a need for the 

advancement of women in society and 

were pioneers," says Mrs Wright. "Our 

vision is still the same today and we 

continue to look to the future. I am 

delighted at being elected the Chief 

Commissioner and am totally committed 

to the five year appointment. It will give 

me the chance to work for more 

opportunity for girls and women to 

realise their full potential as we move 

towards the 21st century. I also want to 

give my full support to more than 76,000 

adult leaders who give up so much of 

their free time and make such an 

invaluable contribution to society in their 

work with almost 700,000 girls across 

the United Kingdom." 
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haul' 

Bright glowies for evening fetes, carnivals, discos, 
concerts, cracker nights and barbeques 

A safe alternative to candles. Last for hours 
Glowing lightsticks, lightropes, bracelets, 

frisbees, balls and much more. 
CALL NOW FOR OUR FREE BROCHURE ! 

FINK INTERNATIONAL PTY LTD 
Phone: (03) 9589 4300 Fax: (03) 9589 4322 

Mobile: 018 346388 

_Q. "Did you know that only 

members wearing the Promise 

badge are covered by insurance?" 

4. Anyone present at a guide 

activity is covered by the 

Association's insurance policy, 

including non-members. 

 

Everything 
Glows! 

    

Fabulous fundraising after dark 

FEATURE 

A Unique Lady 
"I have the privilege today to honour a 

very special woman," said Doris Riehm, 

Chairman of the World Committee. "A 

woman who has devoted her life to the 

welfare of others and whom I have heard 

referred to as a 'world personality'. She 

has travelled far and wide and is known 

throughout the guide world. That women 

is Lady Price. 

I have known Joyce since she was 

Chairman of the World Committee of 

WAGGGS in 1975. You may know her as 

former chief commissioner for Australia 

or as a member of the Asia Pacific 

Region Committee. 

Joyce was a member of the 

Movement as a girl, and then again as 

an adult where she served as district, 

division and state commissioner before 

becoming chief commissioner. 

She led the Australian delegation to 

the World Conference in 1966 and in 

1969. 

When she lived in Canberra, she was 

involved in numerous organisations as 

well as guiding. She is truly what I would 

call a 'life's participant' for this is a 

marked quality of Lady Price. 

There is much more I could say but I 

like the story told by a former president  

of the National Council of Women of 

Australia who asked a member of the 

Association as to how she would 

describe Lady Price if she only had one 

word. The answer was 'integrity'." 

The citation on the certificate read 

'From the World Association of Girl 

Guides and Girl Scouts, in recognition of 

the outstanding contribution your 

leadership has made to the 

development of international girl guiding 

and girl scouting'. 

Photos: Doris Riehm, Chairman of the 

World Committee presents Lady Price with 

the WAGGGS medal, 6/1/1996. 

GiA February 1996 	
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FEATURE 

Be part of the development of the 
Aboriginal reconciliation activity packs 

I ast year the Girl Guides 

Association of Australia and the 

Scout Association of Australia received 

a grant of $60,000 from the Council for 

Aboriginal Reconciliation to produce 

program activity packages which 

recognise both traditional and non-

traditional aspects of indigenous 

cultures. 

The activity packs aim to promote 

reconciliation between indigenous and 

non-indigenous Australians by providing 

opportunities for guides and scouts to 

reflect upon their relationship with 

indigenous people. It is expected that 

guides and scouts will gain an 

understanding of relations between 

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australia, 

past and present, with a view to  

establishing new relationships for the 

future. The activity packs will be action 

based and will include experiential 

learning. 

The University of Technology, 

Sydney's Division of Community and 

Aboriginal Education has been 

commissioned to develop the program. A 

team of five consultants, which include 

both indigenous and non-indigenous 

members, have recently commenced 

work. 

Your chance 
to be involved 

To ensure the project is moving in the 

right direction, the consultants would 

love to talk to the following indigenous  

and non-indigenous people: 

• leaders 

• guides 

• parents 

Initially, they would like to discuss 

what you believe should be included in 

the resource material and how it should 

be presented. 

If you are available for an initial 

telephone discussion, please call Karen 

Vaughan on tel: (02) 330 3807 by mid-

February 1996. Leave your name and 

telephone number and one of the 

consultants will return your call. 

Don't miss the chance to be part of 

this exciting opportunity! 

New horse float mats 
made from recycled cork 

Recycled wine and champagne corks, collected by the Girl 
Guides Association of Australia, are now being manufactured 
into mats for horse floats. 

ACL Comcork, who are the first to produce Comcork Horse 
Float Mats, claim they tackle the problems associated with the 
transport of horses. 

The Comcork Horse Float Mat has a raised studded surface 
which reduces the risk of slipping by providing drainage 
channels underfoot, and the cork granules impart resilience 
and insulation when used over concrete floors. Each mat has 
a tough rubber base which is resistant to waste. They can also 
be used on the floor in stables to make your horse really 
comfortable. 

Now that's something to put 
your hoof on! 

HIV 
facts for women 

• Women are the fastest 

growing group of new HIV 

infections—over 90 per cent 

are infected as a result of 

heterosexual sex. By the end 

of 1994 there were 883 HIV-

positive women in Australia. 

• A new service called 

Screamline has been set up 

for HIV-positive women, 

allowing them to call a toll-free 

number from anywhere in 

Australia to speak with other 

HIV-positive women. 

The number is 1 800 630 075. 
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FEATURE 

GRAFFITI is seen in 

every city, town and 

shire. It depresses 

many who see it and 

annoys many more. It 

is perhaps a symptom 

of the boredom and 

anti-social attitudes of 

the so-called lost 

generation. 

Algester District in Queensland had 

an ongoing problem with graffiti but 

young artists and participants Sharleen, 

Jamie, Donna, Janice, Derick, Jody and 

Roberto, transformed the dreadful mess 

left by vandals into a beautiful picture 

book work of art. Each wall tells a story. 

The guiding wall 

This is the start of the mural and 

features a rainbow pixie (brownie guide 

emblem) combined with the guide 

badge. The colours of the rainbow 

symbolise the whole spectrum of life. 

Woven ropework symbolises craft 

work and weaving together the strands 

of your own life. A nearby pixie in the 

tree is symbolic of personal dreams. 

Members of all sections are 

portrayed. Out of the guides' fire comes 

the strengthening of the spirits of the 

bush via the Australian pixies that look 

after animals, plants, water, people and 

personal wishes. 

A giant toadstool with an owl on top 

represents the magic of the fairy ring 

and wisdom and a cross represents 

keeping in touch with God. 

Making choices 

This wall is about struggle through 

difficulty. It contains symbols and 

images of people, the earth, the 

universe, magic, and the choices you 

must make in life. 

At the corner of the wall the idea of 

being immersed in a 'group ideal' 

changes perspective. The Tree of Life 

appears—each leaf representing 

individual lives and paths. 

Next to the Tree of Life are two pixies, 

one moving upwards holding a golden 

ball, the other descending through a 

hole in the pavement, showing the earth 

opening into an unknown world. 

A large bird is a sign of peace and 

protection, which guides you as you 

journey into the unknown and difficult 

places. The compass is symbolic of the 

need to find direction, as is the weather 

vane near a picture of Jupiter being hit 

by comets. 

The world and Jupiter show there are 

forces beyond our control which affect 

us and we need to understand our 

contribution to and respect of the natural 

order of balance. 

The double eagles looking 

back and looking forward 

symbolise choice. The vibrant 

patterns throughout show 

confusion, growth, energy and 

a journey. 

The graffiti piece BLINK! 

was left to include some pre-

existing graffiti in the design. It 

means If you blink you miss it,' 

in other words, don't be blind to what is 

going on around you and inside you. 

Pixies and fairies fly through the sky, 

but are being warned off by a crow 

nestled on a branch above BLINK! Be 

warned, around the corner lies danger. 

Finally, a large hand at the corner 

represents the need to examine your 

choices. It also symbolises making your 

mark on life, and wanting to start 

something new. 

From a dark 
dawn to the statue 

of liberty 

As far as the participants were 

concerned, this is the most personal 

wall and includes many personal 

symbolic drawings, culminating in a 

large angel on the far corner which 

represents another turning point 

involving the acceptance of peace and 

freedom, calmness and strength. The 

artists' Statue of Liberty means 

`standing for freedom'. 

BUILDING 
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FEATURE 

Finding peace 

The gnome behind the angel 

symbolises wisdom and being able to 

enjoy your life and have fun. 

The seascape, which represents a 

camp the girls went on, is peaceful. It 

shows people canoeing and enjoying 

other water activities. 

The bridge symbolises crossing from 

one side to the other. The peaceful 

mermaid reflects on her past, relieved it 

is behind her. 

The seven owls above the mermaid 

represent the achieving of wisdom and 

the mural's artists. 

The bushland scene shows a horse 

rider and bush spirits merging together, 

representing the feeling you are part of 

everything. It also symbolises riding  

forward even though you are not sure 

what lies ahead. 

In the corner is secret sand writing, 

an Aboriginal totem, and a rope bridge, 

all symbols of personal journey. The 

electric meter box is painted with a cross 

to symbolise service. 

At a recent Queen's Guide 

presentation ceremony and open day, 

one of the activities was following the 

story of the mural around the building 

—a thoroughly enjoyable process which 

allowed participants to appreciate the 

enormous depth and breadth of talent 

which contributed to the beautiful picture 

book guide hut. 

Written from information provided by 

Algester District Archivist, Joan Rae, 

Queensland. 

Leek what's new? 
The 'new look' loose leaf A5 Around the Campfire songbook 
which compliments the New Zealand songbook and the revised 
edition of Interest Badges—Brownie Guides are now available 
from your Guide Shop. 
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FEATURE 

G Lftbal culture 
AUSTRALIA hosted the Global Cultural 

Diversity Conference in Sydney during April 

1995 to discuss issues of diversity and 

tolerance. The Conference was 

attended by delegates from 

around the world, including the 

United Nations Secretary-

General, Boutros Boutros-

Ghali, and our own Prime 

Minister, Paul Keating and 

Senator Gareth Evans. 

The Australian Girl 

Guides Association sent 

their own representative, 

Australian Multicultural 

Consultant, Francisca 

Ho. 

Delegates spoke on 

their 	countries' 

experiences with the 

issues of diversity and 

tolerance. 

Many 	praised 

Australia's tolerance, 

where multiculturalism, 

equal 	rights 	and 

religious and cultural 

freedom are accepted as 

a right. While Australia 

was seen as a good 

beginning, all countries, 

including our own, could 

make many improvements to 

achieve something nearer to 

true tolerance. 

Senator Evans pointed out that 

multiculturalism is not without 

difficulties. "While Australia's cultural 

diversity has been for us a strength 

rather than a source of problems, the 

unhappy reality, as we look out upon the  

wider world, is that our experience has 

not been universally shared. There are 

all too many parts of the world where 

ethnic, religious and nationality based 

rivalries have been exploding into 

deadly conflict, which established state 

structures and which the international 

community have been, in all too many 

cases, powerless to contain." 

There are all too many 
parts of the world where 

ethnic, religious and 
nationality based 

rivalries have exploded 
into deadly conflict 

The Honourable Sheila Finestone 

(Canada) identified some components 

essential to achieving tolerance. 

• learning to live with differences; 

• eliminating racism, bigotry and 

discrimination; 

• ensuring fair access to the workforce 

for all people; and 

• finding means to work together 

towards common goals. 

Discussion and sharing personal 

experiences showed that the 

manifestations of these goals in specific 

real-life situations, and the ways of 

achieving them, were infinite. 

One such example that can readily 

be fitted to guiding was presented by 

Patricia Greer, the principal of John 

Eaton Elementary School in 

Washington DC, United States of 

America. 

Greer describes her school as 'a 

school with a multicultural, multi-lingual, 

racially and economically diverse 

student population'. The students at 

John Eaton School have emigrated from 

over 30 countries, and their families 

speak more than 20 different languages. 

In 'the kaleidoscope of races, religions 

and backgrounds of the students' it is no 

mean feat to educate each child whilst 

avoiding racial, religious and class 

conflict, and maintaining each child's 

cultural identity. In the 24 years she has 

taught at John Eaton School, Greer 

believes they have achieved this 

balance. 

The five 'cornerstones' on which the 

strengths of John Eaton School have 

been built include: 

Strong School Leadership. The 

school's mission involves a commitment 

to excellence by both students and 

teachers, an ethos of lifelong learning, 

and the provision of a friendly, safe 

environment which encourages cultural 

understanding and promotes parental 

participation. 

An Active Parent Community. The 

parent group raises funds for both 

classroom equipment and social 

functions. The school provides 

workshops for parents which reinforce 

what their children learn, and also runs 

English as a Second Language evening 

classes for parents. 

Effective Community Partnerships. 

The school uses all aspects of the 

community to educate their students, 

using not only libraries, museums, 

theatres and parks, but also local and 

national businesses and local media. 

GiA February 1996 	 10 



FEATURE 

Many see guiding as a tolerant • 

organisation that puts up no barriers to 

any person. In theory, that is true. But 

how does this manifest itself in practice? 

Multiculturalism is more than sending 

representatives 	to 	international 

jamborees, or visiting Our Chalet when 

travelling in Europe. It is more than 

Meeting The Diverse Needs Of 

Students. John Eaton provides flexible 

learning arrangements, including 

cooperative learning groups, an evening 

homework centre, and interactive 

science, language and arts programs. 

Understanding Local Issues Which 

Have Global Implications. In other 

words, ensuring that what the school 

teaches adapts children for living in a 

global community. 

Similarities 

True multiculturalism 

having Mexican nights, or teaching the 

girls how to cook fried rice (although 

these are good fun). Social equity is not 

just about waiving fees for a struggling 

family (although this is important). 

Guiding has good intentions embodied 

in its Promise, its Law and in its ethos. It 

is one thing to embody good intentions 

in our ideals; it is another to put them 

into practice. Ask yourself some easy 

questions: 

How many non-Anglo or non-English-

speaking girls do you have in your 

units, compared to the numbers in 

your local schools? 

Have you ever said "Their parents 

(fathers!) won't let them be involved, 

it's not in their culture," without asking 

yourself what it is about guiding or 

your unit they object to? Is it to do 

with uniform, or camping away from 

home? Is it to do with a language 

barrier? Is there a perceived/real 

financial difficulty in participating? Or 

are the activities offered not what the 

parents consider desirable? 

Are there leaders or other adults 

attached to your unit who might be 

able to help bridge these gaps? 

How do you tell non-Anglo/non- 

English-speaking 	community 

members about guiding? 

Can you allow some flexibility for 

cultural demands not encompassed 

by guiding, such as the Promise, 

regular attendance, encouraging 

parental involvement, etc.?  

• Can you have flexible schedules for 

women in your area, such as young 

students, working women, single 

mothers, thus allowing them to 

participate more easily? 

• How are male members of a family 

involved in your unit? Are fathers, 

brothers and sons truly welcome, and 

not just allowed in for special 

occasions/events? 

You will probably find there is a gap 

between what we would like guiding to 

be, and what is actually happening. If 

this is the case, there is no shame in 

recognising it and committing ourselves 

to improvement. It is essential that, 

rather than believing we are getting it 

right, we realise there is room for 

improvement and build on it. This is what 

the conference on Global Cultural 

Diversity was most careful to 

emphasise. The key is not to expect that 

change occurs by itself but to seek and 

promote change actively and, at the 

same time, to seek new members and 

promote guiding. 

With a positive outlook comes hope, 

and, if we have the will to improve 

guiding, we will achieve the 

improvement. Flexibility is the future of 

guiding and, if we learn to bend now, we 

can never be broken. 

Andrea Ho 

Victoria 

The delegate for the Girl Guides 

Association of Australia, Francisca Ho, 

collected over 50 speech transcripts and 

other documents presented and referred 

to during the conference on behalf of the 

Association. If you wish to use this 

resource, please contact Francisca Ho, 

9 Carpenter Street, Noble Park, Victoria 

3174 or tel: (03) 9546 2669. 

While John Eaton School and guiding 

have different functions, there are 

numerous similarities. Both are run by 

and for the local community, with the 

focus on giving young people life skills, 

but also utilising and giving something in 

return to all members of their 

communities. Both deal with children 

from a diverse range of cultural, religious 

and social backgrounds. Both adapt to 

the needs of the rapidly changing world. 

The John Eaton School experience • 

offers both hope and guidance to our 

Movement. 

The most basic tenet of the 

conference was that to affect a 

change in others, we must first look 

at ourselves. We must re-assess our 

own thoughts, see how they affect 

our actions, and from there see how 

change begins with oneself, and how 

this in turn changes others. 

• 
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At your next meeting, let your group know about the 

free Stamp Explorer Club. The children will 

receive a quarterly magazine overflowing with 

stamp collecting information, 

competitions and puzzles. 

Australian 
Philatelic 
Federation 

FEATURE 

Seeds may fall! 
HOW often have you heard "Stories 

sent to local papers are never 

published!" 

We can get disheartened by lack of 

response to the effort it takes to inform 

the media of what is happening in local 

guiding. However, a recent example 

shows you never know what response 

you'll get! 

With all the talk of a new program 

and drop in membership figures, a local 

newspaper in Victoria advertised for 

new guiding members. As fate would 

have it, a TV producer was inspired by 

the article. The producer rang Sue 

Brook, the region commissioner and  

offered to project a positive image of 

guiding through the national TV 

program, The Price is Right. 

The schedule went to plan. Three 

guides in alternative guide wear and 

peaked caps, accompanied by a model 

wearing leaders' casual clothing, went 

to air on Channel 9 on 3 October 1995 

in a scene advertising a camping prize. 

It would cost the Association 

thousands of dollars to advertise in a 

similar way. Millions of Australians 

watching were reminded of the existence 

of guiding and its up-to-date image. 

Thanks must go to Sue Brook for her 

PR efforts, the Werribee guides, Kelly,  

Sarah and Stacey, who represented our 

70,000 members so proudly and to the 

model who adapted brilliantly to her role 

as a unit leader. Thanks also to unit leader, 

Jenny Collis for accompanying the guides 

and supervising rehearsals. By being 

present, Jenny was able to suppress the 

inevitable request for the girls to salute, 

which would have only reinforced a 

stereotyped image of girl guides. 

We have many people in the media 

willing to support our organisation. All 

we need to do is keep on keeping in 

touch. You never know where PR seeds 

will fall, so let's keep sowing them! 

Merrill Cole, APRA 

eiNtamp Collecting 
eXPIOreStheWOrld 

Collecting stamps is a fun thing to do, which is why stamp 

collecting is one of the world's most popular hobbies. As well 

as being lots of fun, stamps can open up a whole new 

world of activities for everyone. 

To join your group, simply ask each child to write their own 

name, address and age, and attach to the coupon below 

and send details to reply paid address provided. 

• ..4Q 

Mail this coupon to: - 

Reply Paid No 14 

Stamp Explorer - SG 

PO Box 511 

SOUTH MELBOURNE VIC 3205 
(no stamp required) 

Name of Unit 	  

Contact Name 	  

Address 	  

City/Suburb 	  Postcode 	 

GiA February 1996 	
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75 Years at Lon ord 
crowd, "The three most important parts 

of the body are the head, the heart and 

the hands. Use your hearts to love 

others, your head to learn 

while you can and your hands to work 

for others". Miss Ransom related that 

Lady Baden-Powell took afternoon tea 

at her family home after the rally and 

was so enthusiastic to learn as much as 

possible about guiding in Tasmania that 

she almost missed her flight to 

Melbourne! 

Longford girl guide camp at Penguin 1920. Back row (I—r) No.1 Mrs Barrett, 

No.3 Rev W R Barrett, No.4 Mrs E G Muschamp, No.5 Miss E Hutchinson. 

 

Celebrations 

 

    

G 
IRLS were dressed in 

khaki blouses and 

heavy, navy skirts 

topped with red ties. 

They wore scout hats, 

affectionately referred 

to as lemon squeezers, and carried 

broomsticks as staffs. "Here come the 

broomstick warriors," was the cry from 

local children, as the girls of the newly 

formed Longford Guide Company 

marched along the streets on ANZAC 

Day in 1920. Seventy five years later, 

the small farming community of 

Longford in northern Tasmania, 

celebrated this milestone in guiding 

history. 1st Longford Guides was 

officially registered on 25 June 1920 

under the leadership of Mrs Muschamp 

and Miss Hutchinson and the first Girl 

Guide camp was held at Penguin on the 

north coast in December of that year. 

What makes this unit unique is that in 

1911-1912 there were two streams of 

guides known as Peace Guides, one in 

Victoria and the other in Longford, 

Tasmania. Whilst written evidence of  

this early Movement has not been 

found, the Longford Unit still possesses 

an original Peace Scouting for Girls 

Handbook which originated in New 

Zealand. 

Memories 

Original uniforms and logbooks of the 

Longford Unit dating back to first 

registration have been kept by 81—year—

old Mary Ransom, whose family has 

played a major role in guiding in the 

area. Miss Ransom remembers many 

exciting events from the early years of 

guiding but when asked whether 

abseiling or canoeing were included, 

she replied, "Goodness, no, we didn't go 

boating! We had lots of fun on camps 

and trips but we enjoyed ourselves in 

different ways". 

One of Miss Ransom's greatest 

memories is the 1967 Longford Rally for 

Tasmania's guides and scouts attended 

by World Chief Guide, Lady Baden-

Powell. It was at this rally that Lady 

Baden-Powell told the assembled  

Members from all sections of guiding, 

past guides, support group members, 

parents and friends of the Movement 

recently attended a celebration of the 

75th anniversary of the Longford Girl 

Guides. A picnic lunch was held on the 

village green opposite the guide hall 

which was built in 1961 by the Local 

Association with generous assistance 

from local businesses. Guides and 

brownie guides paraded uniforms from 

the 1920s through to the present day, 

followed by a fun wide game for the 

younger members. Guests were treated 

to afternoon tea where Miss Ransom, 

Longford's oldest member cut the 

birthday cake with the assistance of 

Andrea Ives, Longford's youngest guide. 

With the strength of and commitment to 

guiding and support of the local 

community, guiding in Longford will 

surely celebrate many more 

anniversaries in the years to come. 

Joan Bunker 

State Editor 

Tasmania 
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NATURE CALLS 

There's a 1300Y 
on the lawn! 

by Martyn Robinson 

YOU don't own a cat—or if you do it 

doesn't go out at night and carries a 

large bell around its neck. Either way it 

never catches anything ... yet there is a 

body on the lawn! All questions of guilt 

or innocence aside—who was the 

victim? 

Birds 

With birds it's fairly easy to find out, all 

you will need is a good field guide to 

birds of Australia. If they're not too 

damaged place them on newspaper and 

don a pair of rubber gloves before 

inspecting the body. The wings may 

need to be opened to see the pattern 

underneath. A ruler is a good idea if 

measurements are important to the 

identification. If the species proves to be 

unusual, contact your local natural 

history museum as the body may be of 

scientific interest. 

Mammals 

The mystery is a little more difficult to 

solve if the body is mammalian. 

Assuming the body is complete, size 

can help determine the species. Rat or 

mouse size, bandicoot or possum size, 

anything larger comes under wombat, 

kangaroo or wallaby size (unlikely to be 

blamed on the cat!). 

The largest sized mammals are 

rather limited in species and with a good 

field guide you should have no trouble 

identifying them. If the feet and tail are 

all that is left, you should be able to 

identify the rest of the body. 

The medium sized mammals are a 

little tricky. Possums, rat kangaroos and 

quolls (also called native cats) all have 

front feet with five clawed fingers each. 

The quolls are spotted white. The 

possums in this size range have tails  

that are curved and hairless on the 

underside. Ringtails will have tapering 

tails with usually white tips. Brushtails 

have bushy black tails. On the hind feet 

the possums and rat kangaroos both 

have the two outermost toes well 

developed and clawed, the next two 

toes (moving inward) are joined at a 

single common base and are separate 

at the end. This strange arrangement is 

used as a comb by the animals. The 

innermost toe is missing in most rat 

kangaroos but is well developed, 

although clawless, in possums. 

Bandicoots are a little different. The 

front foot has the three middle toes well 

developed with long claws but has very 

small toes on either side of these three. 

The hind foot is much like a rat kangaroo 

foot, but with a tiny clawless innermost 

toe as well as the others. If you find what 

seems to be a bandicoot (or parts of 

RODENT 
	

MARSUPIAL MICE, 	 POSSUMS, 	 MOST RAT 
	

MOST BANDICOOTS 

RATS, QUOLLS, ETC. 	GLIDERS 
	

KANGAROOS 

AND POTOROOS 
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FUND RAISERS 

Generate funds for your club or charity. 
PROVEN 	Delicious 	For details 1 

FUND 	HOME contact 
RAISERS. 	STYLE 	Narelle 

(008) 805 789 TOLL FREE 
WESTON BAKED FOODS Grosvenor St, Abbotsford 

NATURE CALLS 

one) with only two well developed toes 

on the front foot and only one well 

developed toe on the back, you've 

probably just made history for 

rediscovering the extinct pig-footed 

bandicoot! 

Once you narrow your body down to 

a bandicoot or possum refer to a field 

guide or reference book and/or contact 

your local or state natural history 

museum. 

The rat and mouse sized mammals 

will give the most problems but there are 

clues! Pygmy possums and gliders have 

the same foot structure as larger 

possums. Marsupial 'mice and rats' 

(carnivorous animals in reality) front foot 

has five clawed toes while the hind foot 

has four normal clawed toes with the 

inner most toe clawless (five toes in all). 

In true rats and mice (rodents) the 

situation is reversed—four clawed and 

one inner clawless toe on the front foot 

and all five clawed at the back. This is 

where the trouble starts because there 

are both native rodents (some of which 

are very rare) and introduced rodents 

(none of which is rare and all of which 

are pests). By all means try to identify 

them using a good reference book but 

you will probably need to take them to 

your local natural history museum to be 

sure. 

Reptiles and amphibians 

Reptiles and amphibians can sometimes 

be identified using a reference book but 

there are many species which are 

similar so once again a trip to the 

museum may be called for. 

Preserving 

You can preserve all of the bodies by 

dropping them into a solution of 70 per 

cent methylated spirits and 30 per cent  

water. Don't be put off by the idea 

thinking it's not necessary as they are 

probably the common sort until you can 

identify them correctly. Many animals 

have gone unnoticed for years because 

the local people thought they were 

nothing special. Many rarities have also 

turned up because someone took the 

trouble to look more closely at the dead 

animal on the road or the body on the 

lawn. 

• check the pouches of any dead 

marsupials you find. Even though the 

mother is dead the babies may be 

very much alive. If so, contact your 

local wildlife welfare agency, zoo or 

National Park. Contact the same 

people if the 'body' itself is still alive! 

• write down any details about the 

body, where it was found, when and 

who by. This may prove valuable to 

science if the animal is rare. 

• maintain good hygiene. Wash your 

hands afterwards. Remember the 

animal may have died of a disease. 

• don't be squeamish about examining 

dead things. It is just meat after all 

and you may find some very useful 

scientific information. 

• don't throw the body out if it is 

unusual, no matter how badly 

damaged it is. 'Solid' evidence is the 

only kind most scientists believe. 

Preserve it, freeze it, and send it to 

your museum. 

• don't forget to take anything you can't 

identify to a natural history museum. 

Part of their job is identifying public 

curiosities. Even if your specimen is 

something common, at least you've 

learnt something. 
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FEATURE 

FOR YOU TOO 

F it's gunna be—it's 

up to me. Such was 

the catch cry at the 

1995 state camp 4U2 

(for you too) held at 

Douglas Scrub, South 

1-8 October 1995. 

the philosophy behind 

this saying which ensured that right 

from initial planning stages through to 

the closing ceremony, camp 4U2 

encouraged leaders and guides to give 

energy, enthusiasm and expertise to the 

success of the event. 

Opening ceremony 

In the natural bushland amphitheatre, the 

ceremonial breaking of colours and flags 

from the visiting states of Victoria, New 

South Wales and Queensland took place. 

Dorothy Price, State Commissioner 

for South Australia formally declared the 

camp open, and a performance 

arranged by the senior section cleverly 

introduced the theme of the camp, the 

activities and off-site sub-camps. On 

stage, life-size puppets interacted with 

the sinister wizard (or is it wizardess?) 

revealing that the guides would need to 

achieve 'tasks' in order to open the 

treasure chests at the closing 

ceremony. 

The finale to the opening ceremony 

was a two-hour energy charged 

performance by the popular rock group 

Feme Fatale. And so ended the first day 

at camp which heralded a week of fun 

and friendship. 

Sub-camps participated in the 

following activities: 

City in the trees. At Kuipto Forest 

guides erected sleeping platforms deep 

in the pine plantations. Ingenious 

designs included single and double 

storey mezzanines reached by rope 

ladders and spiral stairs. At the evening 

campfire a bunyip scampered around, 

adding a touch of fantasy to the evening. 

Onkaparinga Gorge hike. With 

overnight packs and bedrolls the guides 

were bussed to picturesque 

Onkaparinga Gorge, where they spent 

the day hiking, stopping at activity 

stations along the way. 

Look at me mum! Photo: Jan Forrest, SA. 

Wow, this is fun! 

A magical Guides Own brought 

together small groups in a costumed 

story telling performance. Held under 

the stars, it was reached by a lantern 

walk through the trees. 

Tandem bike riding. To the strains of 

'Daisy Daisy' (remember 'a bicycle built 

for two'?) the guides rode tandems 

along the Linear Park bikeway that 

passes through McLaren Vale. Shouts 

of laughter rose as some girls pedalled 

off the track. The odd leader or two was 

also noticed heading into the blue. 

Radio Station 4U2 operated from the 

fully fitted radio room at Douglas Scrub. 

The station broadcast local and camp 

news, information and requested music. 

Guides who visited the radio room 

selected tracks from their favourite CD 

and announced them on air. They also 

had the chance to learn to use video 

cameras, hands-on radio, or electrical 

gadgets and circuitry. 

Popular Adelaide radio station SAFM 

broadcast community announcements 

about the camp and involved girls in 

talkback radio, ensuring the camp 

received radio coverage throughout 

South Australia. 

GIA February 1996 	
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Mud, mud, glorious mud. There's nothing like a game of footy in the mud! Photo: Jan Forrest, South Australia. 

Closing ceremony Abseiling and flying fox.  Guides and 

leaders experienced the thrill of scaling 

the tower and abseiling down its side or 

flying across the dam. 

Footy in the mud.  Hoses were left 

running to ensure a suitable playing 

surface was ready and the girls entered 

into the spirit of footy in the mud! The 

umpires were clothed head to toe in 

what looked like brilliant white 

contamination coveralls and their 

umpiring skills were brought to the fore 

not only on the day of the Grand Final 

but when the leaders were challenged to 

have a go. This popular way to let off 

steam caught the eye of the media and 

was publicised in South Australia's 

major daily newspaper. 

Radio Times.  The arrival of the daily 

newspaper at each sub-camp was 

eagerly awaited and the range of 

advertisements and articles found avid 

readers among the campers. 

Motor bikes.  Douglas Scrub throbbed 

to the sound of revved up motor bikes 

and screeches of excitement as girls 

learnt how to kick start their bikes, use 

the throttles and brakes, and safety 

features as they did circuits of the track. 

Dame Roma Mitchell, Governor of 

South Australia, was intrepid enough to 

do a circuit as a pillion passenger. 

Computer challenge.  A specially 

created computer game brought all the 

camp activities into line with a challenge 

that each girl had to work through to 

gain access to the treasure chests. The  

game enhanced and complemented the 

camp's practical activities. 

There were two coffee shops for 

leaders. A creche was a touch of 

genius. Trained child minders were on 

hand to baby sit, allowing mothers with 

young children to participate as full time 

campers. 

Leaders, whose girls were on off-site 

activities, booked in for a body or foot 

massage followed by an invigorating 

heated spa. This was a great treat 

staffed by wonderful leaders from 

Whyalla region. 

The camp 
positively buzzed 

with activity, but it 
was the other 

things that ensured 
it ran smoothly 

The planning committees, behind the 

scenes staff, house mums, stores, radio 

room operator who kept our mobile 

phones and two-way radios on line, 

infirmary staff and first aiders, onsite 

ambulance crew, security, the fashion 

conscious hygiene crew (the purple poo 

pixies whose purple tutus and wands 

were admired by all, including our Vice-

Regal visitor)—all personified the 

phrase 'if it's gunna be—it's up to me'.  

Over 700 campers gathered around the 

amphitheatre for the lowering of the 

colours which preceded a regressive 

dinner. Campers chose helium filled 

coloured balloons and in colour coded 

groups made their way to various sub-

camps to be served a backwards three 

course meal (coffee and mints first!) 

before gathering for the grand finale. 

The campers listened eagerly as 

Leader in Charge, Pam Humeniuk 

handed out appreciation certificates, 

wished our interstate visitors well, and 

went through the formalities of thanking 

sincerely all involved in the camp. 

Finally, the campers were reminded 

about 1996/1997 international guide 

event SA4U2. 

Then the wizard arrived to find out if 

all the camp challenges had been met 

and handed out keys to treasure chests 

for the guides to collect their 'goodies'. 

The camp may have opened with the 

girls being entertained by Feme Fatale, 

but it ended with a Kareoke—for the 

entertainment was `up to them'. 

If 1995 4U2 was a great camp, can 

you imagine what is in store for the 

international camp SA4U2, which will be 

held from 27 December 1996 to 

3 January 1997? Watch GiA for further 

information. 

Gloria Wright 

South Australia 
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IDEAS FOR ACTION 

Thinking Day 1996 

Test your knowledge 

1. Who was Baden-Powell? 

A footballer 

A judge 

A school teacher 

A soldier, writer, artist 

2. When is Thinking Day? 

1st April 

22nd March 

22nd February 

29th February 

3. What is Thinking Day? 

A day to study for exams 

A day to think about what you 

want for Christmas 

Lord and Lady Baden-Powell's 

birthdays 

A day to remember what you 

have forgotten 

4. Who do we think of on Thinking 

Day? 

Sister brownie guides around the 

world 

Ourselves 

Simon Le Bon of Duran Duran 

Brown Owl 

5. Who was Lady Baden-Powell? 

The Queen's Mother 

World Chief Guide 

Wife of the Governor-General 

6. What is the Thinking Day Fund 

used for? 

To buy craft materials for brownie 

guides 

To promote guiding wherever the 

need is greatest 

To buy Girl Guide biscuits 

7. Draw a Brownie Smile and write 

a Thinking Day prayer. 

Alicia Goode, Junior Leader 

South Australia 

GiA February 1996 

Tour the Four 
World Centres 

On arrival each sixer is assigned a 

WAGGGS country and given a note 

which reads: 

r 

Dear sixer 

A group of brownie guides from 

your country is invited to come 

on a tour of our World Centres. 

Please collect fares and travel 

together. While you are waiting 

for your tour to leave, please 

learn all you can about India. 

You will need this information 

for your journey. We look forward 

to meeting you. 

Yours in guiding 

Leader in charge 

The sixer then collects the fares 

(subs) and together with her six checks 

Trefoil Around the World and a brownie 

guide uniform chart. It may be helpful to 

use the same chart for all sixes. The 

National Australia Bank flag chart is 

ideal for girls to find the flag of the 

country. 

When the six have as much 

information as they can find they are 

directed to follow a trail of about ten 

small pieces of material and five copies 

of the flag. Use a different colour 

material and flag for each six. At the end 

of each six trail place a picture of a 

brownie guide in the uniform of their 

assigned country, complete with a copy 

of the badge of that country. 

When the picture is found the girls 

can copy the badge, cut it out and pin it 

to their uniforms. 

18 

A game or short activity from some of 

the countries could be played until all 

the sixes have completed their trails. 

Then the girls can join together for 

games, singing or short activities from 

the Four World Centre countries. 

Mexico. Play traffic policeman, 

Brownies Around the World, Book 1. 

Switzerland. Go for a walk in the 

mountains and ski back to Our Chalet. 

United Kingdom. Play The Witches 

Gluepot or Rainbow Tag, Brownies 

Around the World, Book 2. 

India. Complete a real Bulbul (brownie) 

challenge. Mark the home of the girls in 

their six, and the home of the leader on 

a map of the locality. Plan a route from 

each girl's home to the meeting place. 

Closing: One brownie guide from each 

six says a one sentence prayer for the 

brownie guides in the country she was 

representing. Another says a prayer for 

friendship between all people visiting 

the World Centres and thanks God for 

our world homes. 

Sing:  Make New Friends as girls place 

Thinking Day money in a container. 

Marian Elcock 

Rochedale Brownie Guides 

Queensland 

Peace 
La Paix 
La Paz 

As we remember each other this 

Thinking Day, joining hands 

around the world, let us promise to 

continue to make a difference, 

creating peace worldwide. 



Key 

5 

Lift and fold one 
wing at line E 

Lift and fold the 
other wing at line F 

Pocket fold at line G to form the head. Do this by 
folding a small part of the tip to the side of an 
appropriate angle, then fold the paper inward. 

7 

Now you have completed 
your Origami Peace Dove 

Now open fold 

Fold 

Fold point A to B Fold at line C to 
1/3 of the width 

Fold upper sheet 
at 1/4 of the width 
at line D 

Peace dove 
THINKING DAY shares the theme of Peace and the Peace Initiative of WAGGGS. 

An initiative is just the springboard to take us forward for the future. So, let us all 

pledge on this Thinking Day to renew our own personal commitment to the 

international friendship of all girl guides and girl scouts and to these friendships that 

foster peace. We can all make a difference by our attitudes and our actions. This 

peace dove is one of the most famous of origami folds which is used throughout the 

world as a symbol of peace. Why not fold a peace dove to remind yourself of your 

personal commitment to peace? 

Your generous contribution to Thinking Day will ensure that WAGGGS can 

contribute to the basic needs of many girls and young women worldwide. 

Doris Riehm 

Chairman, World Committee 
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IDEAS FOR ACTION 

AS we prepare for Thinking Day 

celebrations and remember our sister 

guides and girl scouts throughout the 

world, it is time to plan some exciting 

international programs. 

International 
balloon game 

Equipment: 

• balloons (four different colours—red, 

blue, green, orange) 

• confetti 

• sets of four cards with country 

name, flag, map, guide badge 

• Trefoil Round the World 

• world map 

• small lollies or similar as rewards 

1. Blow up the balloons placing a card 

and a small amount of confetti in 

each: 

red 	country 

blue 	flag 

green 	map 

orange guide badge 

2. Girls sit in a circle with the balloons 

in the middle. 

3. Each takes it in turn to burst one 

balloon of each colour and tries to 

make a matching set. 

4. The cards that do not match are 

placed face down in the centre. 

5. A card may be chosen instead of 

bursting a balloon. 

6. When four cards are matched the 

girl receives a small reward. 

7. When all the balloons are burst each 

girl picks a card from those in the 

centre of the circle. 

Trefoil Round the World and map 

are used for references. 

Northern Territory 
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IDEAS FOR ACTION 

Magnificently manic musical moves 

THE following program idea proved to 

be a successful evening. 

Preparation: 

Send individual invitations to brownie 

guides in your district. Include the 

location, time, date, cost and an RSVP 

slip to assist with catering. The brownie 

guides return the RSVP to their unit 

leader who then contacts the hostess 

unit. (Parkerville Brownie Guides held a 

disco for two hours and $5 covered a 

hot dog, ice cream and cordial.) 

Decorate the hall with coloured 

lights, streamers, balloons and a hired 

set of flashing disco lights. Record the 

music on to tapes and play on an 

amplified sound system with a PA 

system for the DJ (perhaps a mum). 

Girls prefer to play games that 

involve dancing to music. (Elimination 

games reduce the queues for food and 

gives those sitting out something to do). 

Brownie guides also enjoy novelty 

dances such as the Hokey Pokey, Birdie 

Dance and Hucklebuck. 

Allow 10 to 15 minutes for each 

dance section. The following are songs 

that can be used.  

Song Tape 1:  Limbo Rock, Calypso 

songs, Agadoo, Ghostbusters, Rock 

around the Clock, Locomotion, Barbie 

and the Rockers, Hucklebuck, Simple 

Simon, Mexican Hat Dance, 

Birdie Dance, Hokey Pokey. 

Song Tape 2:  Birdie Dance, All 

Shook Up, Great Balls of Fire, 

Don't be Cruel, See you Later 

Alligator, Let's Twist Again, Rock 

Around the Clock, Hound Dog, 

Achy Breaky Heart, Shake Rattle 

and Roll, Doo Wah Diddy, The 

Twist, Itsy Bitsy Polka Dot Bikini, 

Bat Dance, Baggy Trousers, Star 

Trekkin'. 

LIMBO  (songs: Limbo Rock, Calypso 

songs). As brownie guides enter the hall 

they join the moving circles to limbo 

under the broomsticks. Adults hold 

broomsticks. This is a good way to 

start—it's different, interesting and easy 

to join in, so it quickly absorbs late 

comers. 

SNOWBALL  (Agadoo, Ghostbusters, 

Song Tape 2). Hostess brownie guides 

form a circle in the middle of the hall to 

welcome other brownie guides with a 

salute. Hostess girls dance to music. 

When the music stops, each hostess 

asks a visiting brownie guide to join the 

dancing. When the music stops again, 

all of the dancers ask a visitor to join the 

dancing. Continue until all the brownie 

guides are dancing, hence the name 

`snowball'—a snowball gets bigger as it 

rolls down a snowy hillside. This can be 

repeated several times with each of the 

visiting units starting a snowball. 

GROUPS GAME  (song: Rock around 

the Clock). Dance to music. The music 

stops. Leader claps several times. Girls 

form into groups with the same number 

of brownie guides as the number of  

claps. (Forming groups of 20 can help to 

check numbers) 

LOCOMOTION  (song: Locomotion). 

Conga lines behind leaders (preferably 

adults). 

LUCKY SPOT GAME  (song: Barbie 

and the Rockers). Dance to music; 

music stops. Leader picks the lucky 

spot and the closest brownie guide wins 

a prize and her unit leaves the dance 

floor to enjoy a hot dog. The leader 

ensures that the hostess unit is the last 

to be picked. 

HEADS AND TAILS GAME  (Song Tape 

2). Dance to music, music stops. Girls 

move into two groups on each side of 

the hall. Flip a big 'coin' (two labelled 

plastic plates stuck together—if 'heads', 

that group stays in, 'tails' they sit down. 

Last girl wins a prize. As they are 

eliminated they collect an ice cream. 

HUCKLEBUCK  (song: Hucklebuck). 

Those who know how to do the 

Hucklebuck dance show the others first. 

NOVELTY SONG DANCES  (Simple 

Simon, Mexican Hat Dance). 

MUSICAL BOBS GAME  (Song Tape 

2). Dance to music; music stops. Girls 

bob down, last ones down are 

eliminated (have several adults 

eliminating). Last brownie guide left on 

the dance floor wins a prize. 

SONGS IN A BIG CIRCLE  (Birdie 

Dance, Hokey Pokey). Birdie Dance—

lots of fun when you can see everyone. 

Can be a dance contest with prizes. 

Hokey Pokey—good to do together, like 

a Mexican Wave. All of the brownie 

guides thank the helpers with a salute. 

Close with Brownie Bells—This can 

be interesting as each unit has different 

associated actions. 

Submitted by Dorothy Lapham 

Western Australia 
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IDEAS FOR ACTION 

Daylight saving activities 
NOW the days are longer and the nights are lighter, your ranger guide or ranger unit could be looking for 

something to do outside for a meeting. So, here are just a few ideas on what to do in the warm summer nights 

ahead. Don't forget to check PO&R for safety requirements on adventurous activities. 

• Pioneering activities in the local park 

or football field. 

• Go somewhere where swimming is 

safe and practise throwing lifelines 

and other lifesaving techniques like 

chin-carrying, throwing inflatable 

objects, making a human chain. 

• Go jogging and do exercises at each 

grassy spot you jog past. Try sit-ups, 

push-ups, chin-ups and toe touches. 

• Visit a camping and outdoors 

speciality store and compare cost, 

quality, sales service and range of 

goods and see what is available in 

that line. Especially look at things you 

would never contemplate buying. You 

could perhaps arrange with the store 

manager to give a brief talk about the 

range of equipment available, prices 

and quality of merchandise. 

• Go bushwalking. Many local walks 

take only one or two hours. Observe 

the wildlife and the sunset from the 

top of a hill. 

• Have a lightweight camping night by 

pitching tents in the local park and 

practising lightweight cooking. Be 

aware of fire bans. 

• Go cycling. 

• Have a unit campfire and invite older 

members of the local guide units too. 

Good PR! 

• Organise an obstacle course—each 

member of the unit brings one 

obstacle. Then have a time trial after 

it is all put together. 

• Find a service activity, such as 

gardening or painting to do on a 

week night so that your weekends 

are still free. 

• Try a car trial in the car or on foot. 

• Abseiling is so much easier when 

you can see what you are doing! 

• Go canoeing, rowing 

or sailing at twilight. 

• Fundraise and be seen with a 

Friday evening car wash. 

• Have a game of golf, tennis or 

softball. 

• Try aqua aerobics at the 

local pool. 

• Have a picnic. 

• Run a campfire for yourselves, 

others, families, the district, other 

ranger guide or ranger units. 

• Don't wait for Clean-up Australia 

—clean up your own backyard. 

Local parks, rivers, roads, wildlife 

parks and beaches could all do with 

a helping hand. 

• Go to the beach. 

• Hold a mini-surf or mini-swimming 

carnival for the district. 

• Paint a mural. 

• Try windsurfing. 

• This is the time for wide games, 

scavenger hunts and trail games. 

• Go pond dipping or rock-pool 

investigating. 

• Hold a water activities night—games 

with water pistols, buckets, mops 

and lots of water. Blow bubbles. 

• Collect and press wildflowers. 

Frame or make into cards. 

• Go butterfly catching. 

• Make a kite and fly it. 

• Make hot air balloons. 

• Go for a bike ride or a short 

expedition. Practice packing for a 

cycling weekend. 

Karen-Lee Henry 

New South Wales 

Y om/ -Lb 
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Health and beauty parlour. Photo: J Bunker. 

Fun in the sand dunes. Photo: J Bunker. 

FEATURE 

King Island is the smaller of the two 

main islands in Bass Strait. Just a one 

hour flight from Melbourne or Burnie in 

Tasmania, this tiny rural community 

offers the visitor the chance to 

experience both coastal and country 

lifestyles. The Launceston Summerhill 

guides joined with the small, 

enthusiastic King Island guide unit to 

embark on a week-long adventure. 

The airport lounge was buzzing with 

excitement as the guides, with much 

apprehension, prepared to board the 

tiny 20 seater aircraft. For some, this 

was their first flight—what a way to go! 

Their campsite was near the scout 

hall in Currie, which is the main town on 

the island. Summerhill guides are used 

to camping in Havens, so when they 

saw the ridge pole tents which had to be 

erected, they thought "We can't put 

them up!" Enter three local guides with 

intimate knowledge of ridge poles! The 

leaders helped with the first tent and 

then left them to it—what a feeling of 

satisfaction when all tents were erected. 

Then the camp chores began—a 

flagpole was erected, gadgets were 

made and the QM store was sorted—all 

this time the guides were chatting to 

their King Island friends and finding out 

about life on this isolated island. It was a 

pleasure to meet members of the  

guiding and scouting community who 

dropped in to offer their assistance or 

just to say hi!—visits from guides to the 

island are very rare indeed. 

The coastline of the island is dotted 

with shipwrecks, reminding visitors of 

the tortuous times our early navigators 

experienced. The guides visited the 

Maritime Museum at the Currie 

Lighthouse where they heard enthralling 

tales of shipboard life and the perils of 

sealing. They beachcombed British 

Admiral Beach while completing the 

Observer Badge and were curious to 

find a memorial to the sailors who were 

shipwrecked on this beach. It was 

difficult to imagine that such a beautiful 

area with hidden rock pools and 

tumbling sand dunes could harbour 

such tragedies. 

Penguin watch 

King Island is home to thousands of 

Fairy Penguins with some rookeries 

high in the cliffs and others closer to the 

shore. The girls huddled together, in 

particularly icy weather, with cameras at 

the ready, for the approach of these 

cute little creatures who waddled 

tentatively up the shore to their homes. 

Schodling on King Island is provided 

by the local District High School. 

However, many students travel to 

Tasmania or Victoria to attend a 

boarding school. Some of the guides 

who took part in our camp were part of 

a network of home schooling and it was 

a wonderful experience to have the 

chance to meet girls of their own age. 

They were keen to learn new craft ideas  

and to participate in theatre, sports and 

the campfire. After making a Radio Rita 

(GiA September 1995) we learnt that 

King Island would be on the airwaves 

during JOTA and the girls planned to 

meet up via this medium—once again 

helping to breakdown the barriers of 

isolation. 

The Summerhill guides had a 

wonderful King Island experience and 

would like to show their home town to 

their new friends on a return visit. 

King Island 
Joan Bunker, State Editor, Tasmania. 
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Melissa Pike, 2nd Carlis 

FEATURE 

Guidorama 
ERTH'S 	bi-annual 

event for guides, 

Guidorama, 	was 

recently held with 

over 1,000 guides 

coming from as far 

south as Albany and as far north as 

Meekatharra. All leaders, but especially 

those who travelled from such long 

distances just for one day, should be 

highly praised for their unique 

organising skills. It is a huge challenge 

to organise and raise funds for an eight 

hour bus trip to Perth for a day, to find 

accommodation for the night, and to 

travel another eight hours back the very 

next day. Well done all leaders. 

What an overwhelmingly successful 

day it was too! The guides were treated 

to an action packed day of super 

activities. There was the very popular 

nine metre climbing wall which backed 

on to an exciting flying fox joy ride. 

Canoeing and raft building were just as 

successful, with guides constructing 

some remarkable looking rafts. 

Ingenuity was definitely found on the 

water. There were extremely difficult 

rope bridges and other similar 

constructions to test one's ability to walk 

across. Who said guiding was losing 

their knotting and roping skills? Just 

about every knot in the book was to be 

seen on this day. Screen printing dilly 

bags and other useful items were fun to 

do under the big shady tree. Helpers 

were kept busy there, as they also 

assisted at the pancake cooking and the 

energy-saving box oven sausage roll 

making stall. As it was a hot day, it was 

peaceful and cooling to sit in the shade  

and try some of the many craft activities. 

Now, these weren't your normal easy 

crafts! There was a degree of difficulty in 

the fancy butterfly making, face painting 

and mask making. 

It was a most wonderful day. Credit 

must go to the organising committee. It 

was obvious that much thought had 

been given to what the teenagers would 

want to do on their special day. The girls 

proved that crafts for teenagers are not 

on the way out. They do enjoy them. 

The right balance just needs to be found 

between action activities and the level of 

making the brain think that bit 

harder through less 

adventurous 

means. 

Congratulations 

to all who helped make 

Guidorama 1995 the success it was. We 

will keep guides in guiding if we keep up 

this high standard of work. 

Lyn Gilpin and Peta Barker 

Western Australian State Editors 

All photographs taken by Peta Barker. 

Megan Gerrano, 1st Hammersley Guides. 

t`Fr) Bronwyn Southee, Kirby Calderwood, Zoe 

Whittick and Kathleen Burton, 2nd Karrinyup Guides. 

23 GA February 1996 



Poppy King. 

TODAY'S WOMAN 

The Great 
Lipstick Crisis 

HIS year I was 

privileged to hear 

Poppy King tell the 

story 	of 	her 

remarkable life. Her 

extraordinary success should serve as 

an inspiration for all young Australians. 

Poppy King was named Young 

Australian of the Year 1995 in 

recognition of her achievement in 

founding and co-directing a multi-million 

dollar business, producing matte 

lipsticks. 

It is a story about ambition, lust, 

power, glamour, fantasy and fortune. It 

is a story about lipsticks—specifically, 

lipsticks called Ambition and Lust, to 

name just two—and how one teenager's 

dream became a reality. Poppy is just 

24 years old. Her business, Poppy 

Industries, was built on her desire for a 

special tube of lipstick.  

The first thing you notice about 

Poppy is her full, bright red, 

pouting lips that have a perfect 

cupid's bow. Says Poppy "I was 

just so sick of having to reapply 

my lipstick five or six times a day. 

Every lipstick I wore smudged, 

faded, bled on to my teeth or 

vanished altogether." 

At 16, she was always desperately 

trying to look older than she was, and 

enjoyed wearing her mother's favourite 

lipstick. Her life was changed forever, 

by what can be called The Great 

Lipstick Crisis. "For anyone who has 

seen a favourite lipstick deleted, will 

understand the horror of that turn of 

events," said Poppy. Poppy did not like 

the frosted or glossy lipsticks, so her 

search for a matte type began. "You 

didn't need the IC) of a genius to figure 

out there was a gap in the market," said 

Poppy, "It was crazy that this type of 

product was not available in Australia. 

How could huge cosmetic houses 

overlook something so obvious?" So 

began the seed of an idea. 

She was 18 and had no way of 

financing such a venture but, through a 

chance meeting of an old friend at a 

party, 'which can only be described as a 

modern day fairytale', she was given 

the as a contact the name of an investor 

interested in starting a business. 

What to name 
each lipstick 

He invested $40,000 and by the end of 

1991 the product and all marketing 

ideas were ready to go. From the start 

Poppy had a very strong sense about 

how it all should be managed. Call it a 

vision—strong and clear. It was one that 

worked. Poppy loved the image the 

poppy flower evoked, and wanted the 

logo to be black and red. She wanted it 

to be more of a fashion accessory than 

a cosmetic, and wanted to sell it in 

fashion boutiques rather than 

pharmacies and department stores. 

Just what to name each lipstick 

remained. Numbers were commonly 

used and the usual names seemed so 

antiquated in a world where women are 

lawyers, doctors and politicians. Enter 

Ambition, Liberty, Inspiration, Courage, 

Unity, Virtue and Integrity, which 

eventually went on sale early in 1992. 

The naming concept has been very 

successful and it is fun to watch 

customers choosing whether their day 

will be one of Lust or Integrity. Poppy 

has released three other ranges of 

matte lipstick since the first one. She 

has also gone international to the 

United States, Hong Kong, Manila, 

Singapore and London. Through 
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The private 
life of Poppy 

Poppy's cat, Atlas, hates 
lipsticks. If one is rolled 
past him he hisses. 

She sets a refreshing 
example to youth that 
success can be more 
than a dream in non-
traditional business 
enterprises, and that 
young people can 
empower themselves in 
any sector of life. 

Poppy has never 
been involved with the 
Girl Guides Association, 
but believes we have 
the right environment 
for encouraging girls to 
be the best they can be, 
for encouraging 
friendships, and for 
experiencing different 
and exciting things 
which develop many 
varied skills along the 
way. 

40001101041.011Puhriorfrii  

fund raiser, smile raiser 
This year raise funds with something everybody uses... toothbrushes. You earn money for your 
organisation while promoting good dental care. Sensodyne Search toothbrushes have all the 
features dentists recommend. You can make good profits and still sell the brushes well under the 
average retail price. Help Children Dental Research. For every toothbrush sold we donate 
5 cents towards this very good cause. Everybody wins! Send for the FREE Sensodyne Toothbrush 
Kit. Post in the coupon below or phone Margaret on (02) 772 2888 or 008 800 428 toll free. 

MAIL THIS COUPON TO: STAFFORD-MILLER LIMITED 5-10 ENTERPRISE AVENUE PADSTOW NSW 2211 
PLEASE SEND ME THE FREE SENSODYNE TOOTHBRUSH KIT. 

CONTACT NAME 	  

STREET 	  

SUBURB/TOWN  	
.s$UPPOk, 

POST CODE 

A'2) 2  PHONE 	  

ORGANISATION 	  

'4eoic?" 

SM 1302A 1/4 /420 

TODAY'S WOMAN 

determination, ambition, drive and hard 

work, she has become a leading 

manufacturer of a product which is 

certainly not the typical Australian 

export. 

Poppy's vision is to have handbags, 

sunglasses, jewellery and lingerie all 

bearing the Poppy trademark in her own 

concept stores throughout Australia. "All 

the products are totally made in 

Australia from the packaging to displays 

to actual lipstick, and I plan to keep it 

that way," said Poppy. 

Poppy's philosophy 

"Women are still an under-utilised 

resource in the business world. 

Women's talents need to be recognised 

not only in the schools, the hospitals 

and the homes but in the office, the 

boardroom and in politics. It is my belief 

that in an increasingly competitive 

business world, those companies which 

hold on to unfounded and outdated 

prejudices will become dinosaurs, 

redundant and unable to function in the 

fast-moving business world of the 21st 

century." 

Poppy also went on to say, that only 

those businesses will prosper which 

value, above all else, individual talent 

and merit, and recognise that this lies in 

both men and women. Business should 

not be a battle between men and 

women. It should be looked upon as a 

team venture, where anyone who has 

the necessary skills regardless of race, 

religion or gender is entitled to be a 

member. 

Success—a university 
education? 

It almost always seems as though a 

university education is needed to gain 

employment these days. Poppy's case 

was very different. She had the drive, 

ambition and energy needed to get a 

business off the ground, and also a good 

idea. Young people should consider all 

types of education and find something 

that suits them best. Poppy has had no 

formal training in business, and so has 

had a crash course through experience 

—a very valuable business tool. At one 

stage her accountant estimated the 

business was growing at the rate of 

1200% per month. With that kind of 

growth, the learning curve is very steep. 

Poppy has talked to teenagers all 

over Australia. Some students were 

considering training and vocational 

options for their post school education, 

rather than university courses. Western 

Australia is at the forefront of vocational 

education initiatives and West 

Australian graduate students compete 

successfully for jobs at a national level. Peta Barker, State Editor, WA 
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I trust each of you has had a well 

earned rest over the Christmas 

period and that your batteries are 

recharged and ready to meet the 

challenges of a new year. 

I have been travelling by road 

through the Northern Territory, 

South Australia, Victoria, New 

South Wales and Queensland 

with my husband and daughter. 

We enjoy driving as it gives us the 

opportunity to appreciate the 

vastness of our beautiful country 

and its magnificent scenery. We 

get quite excited when we see the 

first sheep and dairy cattle 

grazing on lush green pastures, or 

the different styles of houses with 

smoke billowing from the 

chimney. Sheep do not live in the 

Top End of the Northern Territory 

as it is too wet. We have the odd 

dairy farm but I certainly have not 

seen a chimney in Darwin. 

I managed to see a couple of my 

guiding friends along the way. 

One I have known since second 

grade and the other I met when I 

joined brownie guides. We were 

in the guide unit together and later 

two of us joined the SRS Reliance 

whilst the other joined Windsor 

Land Rangers. Although work and 

marriage created a great distance 

between us we kept in touch. 

I am confident the decisions made 

at the Program and Training 

conferences held in Sydney in 

January 1996 will provide us with 

the framework to take guiding 

forward and into the 21st century. 

Carrol Lynch 

State Commissioner 

NORTHERN TERRITORY NEWS 

A special night 

Before their presentation, five B-P 

Emblem recipients from 1st Nightcliff 

Guides toured Darwin in a chauffeur 

driven stretch limousine, sipping soft 

drinks and listening to calming music. 

They drove through a guard of honour of 

guides holding blazing garden flares on 

arrival at the cliff tops at Nightcliff beach. 

A beautiful tropical sunset provided the 

perfect 	background 	for 	the 

presentation—a fitting finish to their 

years of hard work. 

Cheryl Flynn 

1st Nightcliff Guides 

It was a proud moment when I 

witnessed the B-P Emblem 

presentations for 1st Nightcliff Guides. I 

felt humbled to know I played a small 

part in helping the girls achieve this 

goal. I know the Promise and Law and 

the skills they learn will hold them in 

good stead for the rest of their lives. A 

big 'Bravo' to all who earn the B-P 

Emblem and to guide leaders for 

keeping the girls motivated. 

Betty McCleary 

1st Nightcliff Brownie Guides 

Katherine Hornets 

Members of our new ranger guide unit in 

Katherine have just completed their 

canoe qualifications. Well done! 

Monkani Ranger Guides 

Leader, Irene Kelly, asked two recruits 

why they joined ranger guides. 

Kylie: "I joined ranger guides because it 

gave me a chance to meet girls my own 

age and to get away from my brother 

and sisters. I keep coming because of 

the different activities, like our blue night 

which ended with a blue custard fight. I  

like ranger guides because it's so much 

fun and we get to eat a lot." 

Des: "Ranger guides gave me a chance 

to meet girls my own age and an excuse 

to get out of the house to have fun. I 

keep coming because we do so many 

interesting things like a formal night, ice-

blocking and the Halloween scavenger 

hunt". 

Endangered species 

We learned at ABLE the girls should 

select the camp theme, but they could 

be swayed to accept the leaders 

preference. Not so in Tennant Creek! 

The girls were adamant, our preferred 

theme of 'outer space and aliens' was 

out. Overwhelmingly, 'endangered 

species' was in! 

Have you tried to find crafts and 

activities based on endangered species 

which are suitable for seven and 14 year 

olds? Not an easy task! We included 

carving soap elephants, crocodile 

bookmarks, panda pencil tops and a wide 

game which brought awareness of the 

threat poachers are to so many animals. 

Brownie guides and guides mixed 

well and there was friendship and 

sharing. Gumnut guides joined us for 

morning tea and a craft and, despite 

being shy at first, they were soon at ease 

and happily joined in with the older girls. 

Tennant Creek is a small town and 

we are lucky to have so much interaction 

between sections. I urge other areas to 

try a combined camp. As a matter of 

interest we have 32 members in 

Tennant Creek and 31 attended the 

camp. Both brownie guides and guides 

have waiting lists so we are certainly not 

on the list of endangered species! 

Lorna Webster 

1st Tennant Creek Brownie Guides 
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Welcome to a new guiding year! 

It's time to think about the future, 

make resolutions, plan for the 

year and send special thoughts to 

our sisters in guiding around the 

world on Thinking Day. 

Decisions affecting the future of 

guiding have been made at the 

Program and Training conferences 

in January 1996 and there will be 

a need for your further input and 

ideas as aspects of the program 

are developed. More challenges 

for us all! 

Recently, I met a personal 

challenge, something I'd always 

wanted to do—ride pillion on a 

750cc motorbike. It was 

exhilarating but a bit scary. As we 

rode through the winding and hilly 

country roads, I watched the 

speedometer creep up, one part 

of me was saying "Wow, this is 

great!" while the other argued, 

"Yes, but you're nervous!" 

That's how many of us feel about 

guiding at the moment. This is 

'crunch' time; we have to accept 

the challenge, the ride will be a bit 

scary but also exciting. 

One of the nicest things about 

being a leader in Tasmania, and 

one of our strengths, is our 

opportunity to meet each other 

fairly easily, to take advantage of 

Ross, the regatta at St Helens, 

trainings and other gatherings, to 

share viewpoints and ideas. 

Happy guiding in 1996 and 

Thinking Day wishes to all 

guiding friends. 

Diane Truskett 

State Commissioner 

Platypatter 

+ Disney characters came to life at the 

recent 2nd Ulverstone Brownie 

Guide sleepover. Mickey and Minnie 

could be seen tie dying t-shirts to 

show off in Adventure Land while 

other characters discarded their 

costumes 	for 	environmentally 

friendly 	recycled 	newspaper 

designer dresses. The brownie 

guides really enjoyed their novel 

night which ended with a campfire 

and tasty toasted marshmallows. 

❖ Eighteen guides in the north of 

Tasmania 	have 	successfully 

completed the preliminary St John 

Ambulance first aid course. Guides 

from three divisions joined together 

each Saturday for four weeks for 

indepth instruction in the skill of first 

aid. 

Michelle Ives (patient) and Kylie 

Haugstetter, Longford Guides, discuss 

bandaging with a St John Ambulance 

Brigade examiner. Photo: Fran Davis. 

Vicki's vision 

As I write, I find it hard to believe my 

term as state training adviser is at an 

end. It has certainly been an exciting 

and challenging five years. I have 

thoroughly enjoyed my term of office, 

especially the opportunity to meet so 

many other leaders from Australia. Five 

years ago, I had a vision of creating a  

united Tasmanian training team. I feel 

this vision has materialised, due in no 

small part to the calibre of the trainers in 

our state. I sincerely thank them for their 

support and encouragement, together 

with my family whose support has 

enabled me to attend all those 

meetings!' 

At the beginning of my term we saw 

the introduction of the revised Australian 

Leaders Training Program and all its 

associated changes. As I leave we are 

looking to a new Australian Guide 

Program which promises to be an 

exciting time for training and guiding. In 

many ways I am sorry to be ending my 

role but I know that 'Vicki's Vision' will 

continue with Kaye Johnson at the helm. 

I wish her well in her new role. Thank 

you, Tasmania, for allowing me to be 

your state training adviser. 

Vicki Dow 

Fairy tales 

Lilydale gumnut guides and brownie 

guides entered a fantasy world of fairies 

and goblins for their 1995 breakup. Girls 

dressed as fairies, complete with wings 

and magic wands, visited Fairy 

Whispers, where 'Fairy Godmother' 

Kate, delighted them with stories and 

songs. This was an extra special 

occasion for the brownie guides as they 

farewelled Asher, their Junior Fairy, who 

has been involved in guiding in the 

Lilydale District since she was a brownie 

guide. Asher has been an inspiration to 

both girls and leaders and her 

cheerfulness will be missed at meetings 

in the future. 

Judith Campbell 
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A new guiding year, are you ready 

to be part of 'creating our future'? 

Let's step out together in 1996. 

take our dreams and turn them 

into visions for guiding today and 

the future. 

This is a special year when we 

take up the challenges of Forward 

with Fundamentals and I'm sure 

like me, you can't wait to hear the 

exciting plans for our future made 

at the Program and Training 

Conferences in January 1996. In 

an endeavour to keep everyone 

informed, each region will have 

the opportunity to nominate two 

representatives to a state 

committee, coordinated by 

Assistant State Commissioner, 

Carmel Stefanoff. This will ensure 

everyone receives first hand 

information. 

I would like to congratulate the 

girls who received the B-P 

Emblem and the Junior Leader 

Certificate at the ceremony at the 

end of last year. This was a very 

special day for all involved and 

our guest speaker, Su Yin Lee, a 

young leader from Murdoch 

region, made quite an impression 

on everyone present. 

I am pleased to advise the 

Western Australian Government 

has agreed to once again fund 

guiding. We will be working 

closely with the Department of 

Family and Children Services. 

I look forward to working with you 

all during 1996 which will be a 

rewarding and memorable year. 

Janis Wittber 

State Commissioner 

News from the West 

+ 1st Albany Gumnut Guides last year 

adopted a granny. They hope that 

this will remain a permanent project 

of their 'caring' and 'sharing' 

program. In a letter to the unit, their 

adopted grandma says that the 

gumnut guides have brought real joy 

to her life. 

+ 3rd Albany Brownie Guides were 

lucky to have had an Italian 

exchange student visit. At one of 

their meetings, the hall was changed 

into an Italian restaurant and the 

`guests' (dressed as brownie guides) 

were served pasta and red wine, that 

tasted a bit like raspberry cordial. 

Italian background music played, the 

student greeted guests at the door in 

Italian, and then after dinner, gave a 

talk about her life in Italy. 

+ Jan Wallington must have been 

suitably embarrassed when stopped 

at traffic lights with her three—year—

old grandson. He wound down the 

window to yell at a man drinking from 

a can in the car next to him, "If you 

drink and drive, you're a idiot," only to 

have the man retaliate, "But it's only 

a soft drink". Unrepentant, her 

grandson repeated his abuse, with 

Jan's face so red, she barely saw the 

green light! 

+ Twenty two rose bushes have been 

planted at Aurelian National Park, to 

represent the 22 guiding regions of 

Western Australia. Great way to have 

our community hearing about 

guiding. 

+ 2nd Busselton Brownie Guides have 

been helping to save the koala with 

this koala lament. 

Wow ... 
look at her now 

Lyn is your new assistant state editor. 

We have been friends all the way 

through primary and high school, and on 

into our adulthood life. Lyn was a 

1st Melville brownie guide and then a 

1st Bicton-Palmyra guide, gaining all of 

two badges! She enthusiastically 

enjoyed more of the outdoor activities 

that were on offer and fondly thinks back 

to singing around the campfires and 

meeting guides from interstate. Facing 

challenges like cooking on an open fire 

and camping under canvas in the rain 

have helped Lyn to face the biggest 

challenge in her life—going back to 

tertiary education as a mature age 

student, to become the primary school 

teacher she is today. 

Peta Barker 

No trees—no me 

I am a little koala 
Cuddly, cute and sweet 
And what I like to do 
Is have lots to eat. 

I like to eat leaves 
From the eucalypt trees 
So don't cut them down 
We need them please. 

If we don't get enough to eat 
We will not survive 
The only koalas will be stuffed 
You will not see me alive. 

So if you really like us 
Don't cut down our trees 
But go out and plant 
Lots and lots more please. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA NEWS 
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NEW SOUTH WALES NEWS 

Positions vacant 

State Public Relations Adviser 

Chance of a lifetime ... go places and do 

things, make new friends. All of this and 

more awaits the fortunate person who is 

public relations adviser for New South 

Wales. This fun and adventure-filled five 

year honorary position becomes vacant 

from December 1996. 

If you would like more information or 

can think of a person who would enjoy 

this challenge please contact Bronwyn 

Portek tel: (02) 698 3322. Closing date 

31 July 1996. 

Faith Awareness Adviser 

This honorary position is vacant and the 

Association is keen to fill it as soon as 

possible. Contact Barbara Neill tel: 

(02) 698 3322 for more information. 

Closing date 29 February 1996. 

Audio Visual Consultant 

In June 1996 the honorary position of 

Audio Visual Consultant will be vacant. 

Become part of the energetic state 

public relations team. This position 

offers a lot of scope for creativity, 

organisation and other opportunities. 

The audio visual consultant takes care 

and expands the library section as 

required. For details contact Bronwyn 

Portek tel: (02) 698 3322 or Lorna 

Kyzelis tel: (043) 24 6271. 

Terms of reference and nomination 

forms are available from Ann Turner, 

tel: (02) 698 3322. 

2B Coffs Harbour brownie guide, Melinda 

Heathcock shows her mum candle power 

cooking. Photo: Dianne Egan. 

From here and there 

❖ Beyond Bees and Butterflies was the 

highlight of 1995. Thousands flocked 

to Hawkesbury Showground to 

celebrate. Many others who did not 

come to Sydney celebrated just as 

enthusiastically in their own or 

nearby regions. 

Riverina Southern Border and South 

West Regions travelled to the 

Lockhart Showground for a day of fun 

and friendship. The local community 

opened their doors, the Mayor 

welcomed them and local service 

clubs provided a barbecue. I'm told 

the day was fabulous! 

❖ The Hunters Hill community in 

Sydney came together to mark VE 

Day, Australia Remembers—

planting 50 trees under the auspices 

of Hunters Hill RSL. Guides, ranger 

guides and scouts provided the 

colour parties at Woolwich Reserve 

to meet and escort the VIPs who 

arrived by army landing barge. 

+ Shortland Trefoil Guild offers a child 

minding service to the Royal Blind 

Society at Enfield. Each year a seminar 

with specialists working in the field is 

held for parents of blind and partially 

sighted children. Many of these 

parents would be unable to attend if 

someone was not available to mind the 

children. Norma Davison, Shortland 

Trefoil Guild says, "Whilst it can be 

quite an exhausting day, we feel 

privileged to have the care of these 

children and are glad we can be of 

help". 

+ Eight former guides returned to the 

Quirindi guide hall for the unveiling of 

a new honour board for Queen's 

Guides and B-P Emblem recipients 

from the Quirindi District. 

Are you feeling enthusiastic and 

energetic about guiding in '96? I 

do hope so. 

Your energy and enthusiasm 

really paid off in '95—we all 

worked hard to support and 

strengthen guiding ... and 'found' 

at least 2,500 extra girl members 

by December to add to our April 

'95 membership numbers! 

'Girl ownership' is a term we will 

be hearing often in 1996. Many of 

you will be wondering what is so 

different about that. The answer 

is that it is the universal 

acceptance and adoption of this 

method of programming which is 

being promoted. 

Where the patrol system is 

already working well 'girl 

ownership' is well and truly 

established. 

Leaders new to guiding need to 

see 'girl ownership' in action, and 

'guiding partners' can help with 

this. Are you a guiding partner 

yet? 

A new look program will provide 

exciting resources and ideas for 

girls and for new leaders (as well 

as not-so-new leaders!). The 

energy and enthusiasm these 

ideas and resources will generate 

need the guiding hand of 

experience to ensure that the 

traditions and spirit of guiding 

remain part of every program. 

This way we will all continue to 

share the 'ownership' of our 

guiding world. 

Liz Davies 

State Commissioner 
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What an exciting end to the year! 

We were delighted to be the 

recipients of the State VIP, 

(Volunteer Involvement Program) 

Award and to be invited to 

Canberra with other state 

awardees to the national final. 

Guiding was well represented. 

With Queensland and the 

Northern Territory as finalists and 

our chief commissioner, there 

were six of us resplendent in our 

uniforms. Although the Surf Life-

savers won the overall award we 

were very proud to be there. 

After the award presentation we 

took part in a two day workshop 

relating to the administration and 

recognition of volunteers. We 

were able to hold our heads high 

as we are way ahead of many 

sporting organisations in these 

areas. It was a very interesting 

two days which reinforced our 

conviction that we are a leading 

youth organisation and gave us 

wonderful 	opportunities 	to 

network with people from similar 

backgrounds. 

It was a tremendous boost at the 

end of our year of celebrations for 

75 years of guiding in 

Queensland and I must thank all 

of you for making this award 

possible. 

Ann Fletcher 

State Commissioner 

Farewell and thanks 

By the time you read this I will have 

completed my term as state editor for 

Queensland. I have really enjoyed the 

challenges and opportunities which 

came my way over the last five years 

and look forward to watching as GiA 

evolves further. 

Thank you to the many 

Queenslanders who have submitted 

material. I have really enjoyed reading 

about your activities. You may all take 

pleasure from the fact that you have 

contributed to the advancement of GiA. 

Please continue to support your new 

state editor I know that Ann Wyrill will do 

a great job. And don't forget—from this 

month on, material which is published in 

the national pages will earn you a GiA 

badge! There are only a few badges for 

state page material each year—the 

state editor will apportion these as fairly 

as she can. 

Pat James 

State Editor 1991-1996 

Welcome back 

This is the beginning of a very exciting 

year for guiding throughout Australia. A 

new program will be available soon and 

we urge you to read the national pages 

of GiA each month where you will find 

information and articles to assist you. 

Around the state 

A small group of music lovers 

attended the Christmas Around the 

World performance at headquarters 

in December 1995. A fearsome 

storm was raging at the time but that 

was forgotten when the choir sang 

the most beautiful collection of carols 

from many countries. The audience 

joined in with the old favourites. 

State commissioner's 
farewell and handover 

We look forward to seeing as 

many as possible at the campfire 

on 30 March 1996 at Kindilan. 

Please see Queensland on the 

Go for full details. 

Thanks must go to the arts and 

international committees who 

organised it, and those who travelled 

from the Gold and Sunshine coasts 

to take part. What wonderfully 

talented people you all are. 

+ The theme may well have been 

`animals' at the last state council 

meeting! Lone Adviser, Jill Hogrefe 

told how a kookaburra landed on 

someone's finger during SLUG and 

how Cheryl Harmer became a snake 

charmer. Cheryl confronted the 

serpent and pointed it in the direction 

she wanted it to go. Lo and behold, 

off the snake slithered in exactly the 

direction Cheryl pointed! 

Jean Garrick, State Training Adviser 

shared tales of her recent trip to 

Weipa. She was told that crocodiles 

were fresh water goannas sunning 

themselves on a rock! Jean was also 

told to be careful where she put her 

feet as there were snakes. Much 

laughter ensued when Jean asked 

"Have you ever tried to walk without 

putting your feet on the ground?" 

To complete the animal theme, Vice-

President, Ann Sheville, told a 

Russian saying she had heard. 'Why 

is there a great shortage of geese?" 

"Because there is a great lack of 

propaganda". Dr Doolittle would 

have felt quite at home. 

Have you considered nominating for 

state council? 

QUEENSLAND NEWS 
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Blowing bubbles to celebrate Golden 

Olden day. Photo: Victoria. 

+ Hearing laughter and many happy + 

voices a casual observer would think 

the abandoned Balaclava gold mine 

at Whroo was opening again. It was 

a special Golden Olden day for 300 

Goulburn Region brownie guides. 

Included in the many activities was a 

short history walk through the mine. 

• Heaping manure into 40 bags for 

August Action was completed in 45 + 

minutes by Coleraine brownie 

guides. They still had energy to sit on 

the floor of a big country kitchen and 

devour nachos, hot dogs and fresh 

fruit. No one complained of insomnia 

that night! 

What will this new year bring? 

Will the wishes friends expressed 

in their Christmas cards be 

fulfilled? I trust that, for each and 

every one of you, the past month 

has been a time for reflection, 

relaxation and refreshment. 

Guiding is a respected, 

prestigious and significant global 

organisation, yet it has been 

described as 'one of the world's 

best kept secrets'. We are about 

people, values, attitudes and 

forming the future. We want more 

people to experience the 

outstanding successes and long 

term benefits of being involved—

this means change! 

We are embarking on an exciting 

journey. It may be new ways of 

learning and leading; of 'letting go' 

and standing behind our young 

members so that they may make 

their own journeys and evaluate 

their progress, thus learning from 

their own experiences as Baden-

Powell intended. 

We are creating new paths. You 

can play a part in removing 

barriers, encouraging girls to join 

units beyond the local district, 

division or region, building 

membership to enjoy a varied, 

lively, and high quality program. 

Whether a leader, supporter or 

resource person, you have a vital 

part to play. Whatever else 1996 

holds in store, it will be a year of 

growth. We have the talent, 

commitment and imagination to 

succeed. 

Heather Barton 

State Commissioner 

Adventures in 
the country 

Maroondah guides 
global contacts 

Debbie Rees helped in a Save The 

Children program at Holloway, a 

women's prison in the United 

Kingdom; Fleur Cousins joined a 

goodwill tour of Russia and part of 

Europe and Bernadette McPhee is 

still talking about the `Celdhi' she 

experienced in Scotland. What tales 

they have to tell about these 

intriguing events. Look no further for 

your next guest speaker. 

The Navy had better watch out. Our 

team from the metropolitan region 

came second at a semaphore 

challenge held at Crib Point. It may 

be a fun outdoor activity but is a vital 

form of communications if modern 

methods fail. Read March GiA for 

further information on this 

semaphore contest. 

Both rural and country members 

shared a magic time at 'Candle' 

when evening vespers was held 

around a pool of floating candles as a 

piper played sterling pieces on the 

bagpipes. It added thoughtful 

meaning to the verses read in this 

sobering atmosphere—a treasured 

time. 

1 Tanjil Valley Brownie Guides having a 

rest in Tanjil State Forest near Hill End. 

Photo: Corrie Gramlick. 

VICTORIA NEWS 

Events in the suburbs 

❖ Biscuit sales soared when Rowville 

brownie guide leader, Judy Daniels 

challenged herself to see how many 

she could sell in an hour at the Royal 

Melbourne Show guide stand. 

Result $110.00. 

❖ Neigh you won't believe this one. 

Two horses made their Promise and 

proudly wear the Promise badge on 

a ribbon round their neck. They are 

members of Australia's first 

equestrian guide unit at Berwick. 

Father Christmas also remembered 

them with a bag of delicious carrots! 
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GIR5UIDES 

Giant Link Up 

30 March 1996 

Elder Park 

I hope you all had a really good 

break and are looking forward to 

an exciting year in guiding. What 

an eventful year this promises to 

be! History will be made in guiding 

in Australia with the advent of the 

new program in July. It has been 

great to hear the enthusiasm 

generated by the introduction of 

flexible districts and program 

trials. 

Each day, walking in the park 

around tea time, I have watched a 

mother owl and her twin owlets. 

Mother sits on a branch 

apparently asleep, but maybe 

'faking'. The babies are happily 

playing on a branch two or three 

metres below, probably conscious 

of her proximity but not afraid to 

try things for themselves. 

Perhaps this is why the 'brown 

owl' was chosen as a symbolic 

title for our leaders. She is such a 

calm, wise lady, hovering in the 

background while the children 

work things out for themselves. 

Our program was meant to be 

driven by the children. Won't it be 

great if our new program allows 

leaders the freedom to quietly 

observe while girls do the work, 

charting their own course and 

planning their own flight. Who 

knows, we might be able to do the 

paper work while they are running 

the meeting and so save time 

later in the week! 

Dorothy Price 

State Commissioner 

Congratulations 

Margie and Bill Berlemon received the 

State Commissioners Award for 1995. 

Margie is a guide leader and region 

outdoor 	adventurous 	activities 

consultant and Bill, a scout leader, has 

been the support group chairman and is 

currently their equipment coordinator. 

Both Margie and Bill have given many 

hours of their time for unit, district, 

region and state activities, including 

summer adventure camps, state camps, 

and major projects at Douglas Scrub. 

When their guide hall was burnt, Bill was 

instrumental in the re-building. The 

award for their dedication and 

outstanding service to the Association 

was presented at the AGM. 

❖ CHAOS17 was all about Children 

Having Adventure On September 17. 

The weather was perfect and the 

activities were full of fun and 

adventure. Brownie guides, cubs, 

leaders and families enjoyed a great 

day! 

❖ During 	their 	local 	birthday 

celebrations, Davoren Park Guides 

won a prize for the best commercial 

float. The girls dressed in calypso 

costume for the parade. 

• 2nd East Gambier and 1st Mt 

Gambier Guides had a great camp 

on the Glenelg River. They built rope 

bridges, made their own mini golf 

course and constructed a net, ball 

and racquets out of natural materials 

with which they played badminton!  

Murray Bridge District's float. Photo: Dawn 

Borchardt. 

+ Guiding was certainly visible in the 

community with floats in Christmas 

pageants around the state. Morphett 

Vale/Hackham District were joint 

winners with a flower garden theme. 

Gumnut guides paraded as gnomes, 

brownie guides as flowers, guides as 

animals and the leaders were 

gardeners. Murray Bridge District's 

birthday cake float had huge candles 

for 85 years of guiding. Girls wore 

international and Australian guide 

uniforms. 1st Onkaparinga Brownie 

Guides and Guides each had a float 

with a traditional Christmas theme in 

the Lobethal pageant. Girls and 

leaders from Tailem Bend District 

sang Christmas carols in a bush 

setting. Reynella District were in the 

Reynella Village fair parade. 

Sampson and Glenelg Districts, 

Hillcrest and Norwood Districts, Para 

Plains Region, Modbury District, and 

Gawler all had floats in parades. 

Congratulations everyone, for 

keeping guiding in the public eye. 

❖ Sampson District were kept busy 

during the City to Bay Fun Run. 

8,000 people ran, walked and rolled 

past their water station. Great PR 

and a unique service! 

This space was kept for YOUR 

news! Please phone or send it to 

Dawn now! 
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Australian Guide 
Jamboree 1997 

When? 27 December 1996 to 3 January 1997 

Where? Douglas Scrub, South Australia 

Flyers with information for each guide unit are being 

distributed. Please pin up in your meeting place. 

Keep watching for 'Scrubby' the wombat mascot to 

regularly update you. 

FEATURE 

A lifetime of letters 
SHEPPARTON'S Jean Phillips and Annie Schwartz-Strom of 

Oakland, California, have been close friends for 58 years. 

We know that many friendships made through Post Box are 

long lasting. These two girls, now ladies in their 70s, have just 

met in Victoria, for the first time. For almost six decades, the 

stories of their lives have unfolded through their letters, as they 

grew from teenagers into women, married, and became 

mothers and grandmothers, and in Jean's case, a great 

grandmother. 

Through photos and thousands of words couriered across 

the seas they have shared times of change, happiness and 

immense sorrow. Among the sad times, there was the sudden 

death of Annie's first husband, Alvin Strom, and last year her 

second husband, Isador Schwartz, lost his fight against 

cancer. 

To actually meet each other at Tullamarine Airport after 58 

years was a dream come true. "We were like ducks to water," 

laughed Annie. "We saw each other immediately," Jean added. 

"It was very exciting." She said they hadn't stopped talking 

since. 

While not all letters have been kept by the pair, Jean still 

has the first letter sent from Annie. In it, Annie describes what 

she looks like, her town, her family and writes "I hope I can be 

your friend from now on". 

"We were dirt 

poor when I grew up 

in South Carolina," 

Annie said. "If 

someone had said 

to me you will be in 

Australia in 58 

years' time I 

would have said, 

`Your crazy." 

Jean 	and 

Annie were born 

a day apart, 

married around 

the same time, 

and both had a son born in March, 1946. The similarities don't 

end there. Jean once was a girl guide leader and tailoress, 

while Annie has been a girl scout leader and worked in a 

men's clothing store. 

"We just enjoyed each other's letters and we just kept it up, 

and hoped one day we would meet," Annie smiled. 

Extracts from an article which appeared in The Shepparton 

News, Victoria and used with permission. 

1997 Churchill 
Fellowships 

for overseas study 
The Churchill Trust invites applications from Australians, of 
18 years and over from all walks of life who wish to be 
considered for a Churchill Fellowship to undertake, during 
1997, an overseas study project that will enhance their 
usefulness to the Australian community. 

No prescribed qualifications are required, merit being the 
primary test, whether based on past achievements or 
demonstrated ability for future achievement. 

Fellowships are awarded annually to those who have 
already established themselves in their calling. They are 
not awarded for the purpose of obtaining higher academic 
or formal qualifications. 

Details may be obtained by sending a self addressed 
stamped envelope (12x24cms) to: 

The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust 
218 Northbourne Avenue, Braddon, 
ACT 2612. 

Completed application forms and reports ; 
from three referees must be submitted by . 
Thursday, 29 February, 1996. 

a 

Pen friends for 58 years, Jean Philips and Annie 

Schwartz-Strom. Photo: Ray Sizer, The Shepparton 
News, Victoria. 
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Sandra on a recent holiday in Alice Springs with 

her nephew. 

FEATURE 

SCHIZO Phrenia 
SANDRA MILLER was a brownie guide, guide and ranger 

guide for more than 10 years in the 1960s and 1970s. When 

she started work in the Police Department, she drifted out of 

ranger guides and joined her local church youth group which 

met on the same evenings as ranger guides. After a couple 

of years with the Police Department, Sandra transferred to 

the Magistrate's Court. Within two years, she resigned 

because her work was affected by the symptoms of what 

was later diagnosed as schizophrenia. I spoke with Sandra 

about her experiences and this is 

what she had to say ... 

"Schizophrenia is a mental illness 

affecting one in every 100 in any race 

or culture. The symptoms are 

hallucinations, delusions, paranoia 

and thought disorders. There are 

other symptoms too, such as loss of 

motivation, 	lethargy, 	social 

withdrawal, and sleeping long hours. 

The cause of schizophrenia is 

unknown, although some factors 

may play a part in its development— 

factors 	such 
	

as 	genetic 

predisposition, stress, and the use of 

drugs such as LSD, marijuana and 

magic mushrooms. Schizophrenia is 

not a split personality or mental retardation. It is not a 

disease in which acts of extreme violence are common. 

I have had symptoms such as hallucinations of huge 

monsters with long gangly arms and legs; shapes the same 

height as people but without form; slugs crawling all around 

me and insects crawling and jumping on the floor. 

I have heard voices talking to each other about my 

thoughts, feelings and actions. They also talk to me, and 

when I'm unwell I talk back to them, both out aloud and in my 

thoughts. Usually the voices say nice things, but I can get 

trapped by them, engaging in deep conversations and 

having delusions built around those conversations. 

At times I have felt things crawling on me and biting me 

sharply like an insect or hypodermic needle. This used to 

happen every night while I was in bed and it kept me awake. 

Delusions are fixed, false beliefs which affect many 

people with schizophrenia. A number of times I have thought 

that everyone, except a few survivors including myself, had 

been killed in an atomic explosion which did not destroy 

buildings. Once I thought the Russians had rescued me from 

this dilemma and taken me back to Russia. At the time, I 

was in Hillcrest Hospital and as I looked towards the city 

from the hospital, I thought I was in Vladivostok. This was a 

frightening experience and I felt very alone and scared and 

had no idea how to get back to 

Australia, even though, of course, I 

had not left Adelaide. 

I've had thought disorders where it 

seems my thoughts are being 

controlled by some outside entity. It 

also seems like thoughts that aren't 

my own, are being put into my head 

and that I cannot think any thoughts 

that are my own. At other times it is 

as though everyone in the world can 

read my thoughts, and knows my 

innermost secrets. This can be very 

scary. It is as though my soul has 

been bared to everyone in the world 

and nothing is my own. 

I have been walking along the 

street and have been convinced people were laughing at 

me, even though I had never met them. Sometimes I haven't 

got on buses or trains for fear people would laugh or talk 

about me. At other times I have become angry with perfect 

strangers because I thought they were secret agents sent to 

follow me. 

This probably all seems pretty bleak and awful, and while 

it is, I don't experience all of it all the time and in between 

illness episodes I can live a fairly normal life. 

I have spent many of the last 20 years feeling I have lost 

everything and feeling pretty rotten and let down by this 

illness. However, over the last two or three years, I have 

found I can cope better when I get the symptoms badly and 

with the disruption of my life by schizophrenia and hospital 

admissions. While these things take a chunk out of my life, I 
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SCHIZOPHRENIA HELPLINES 

Each state has a Schizophrenia Fellowship which 

offers information and support to people with 

schizophrenia and their families and friends. If you 

require more information please call: 

Canberra (06) 247 5861 

New South Wales (02) 878 2053 

South Queensland (07) 254 1770 

North Queensland (077) 72 1557 

South Australia (08) 363 2229 

Tasmania (2) 24 1933 

Victoria (3) 9482 4189 

Western Australia (09) 382 0615 

Diary Dates 

Sydney Fair - July 18-21 
Sydney Exhibition Centre 
Darling Harbour 

Brisbane Fair - October 24-27 
Brisbane Exhibition Centre 
South Bank 

FEATURE 

find I am now better able to pick up the pieces and continue 

living my life. 

Now I enjoy everything I can, live the best life I can, and 

look forward to the future. 

Schizophrenia has taken a lot from me, but amidst it all, I 

still find good things in life and I'm happy." 

Currently, there is no cure for schizophrenia, but 

medications are available to help people cope with this 

disease. By controlled use of suitable drugs, professional 

support and community support, most people can live their 

lives in the community. 

I am very grateful to Sandra for her open and frank 

discussion about schizophrenia and its effect on her life. 

Peggy Knight 

South Australia 

Revel in the latest craft and quilt 
trends from around the world at... 

Meeleezvotk 

ap-A, 

—Women's 
Weekly q.iit 

z 
' 9 

THE ULTIMATE CRAFT EVENT  

IS COMING TO MELBOURNE... 

APRIL 18-21, 1996 

plus ... at the 
new Melbourne 
Exhibition Centre. 

Southbank. 

• Hands-on demonstrations 
• Free continuous workshops 
• Craft guilds 
• Meet Australia's craft experts 

• Adults $9 
• Concessions $5 
• Family $20 

12 adults & 3 children under 16 yrs) 

• Visit the fair with friends and save! 
Pre-booked groups of 20 or more people 
receive more than 200/0 off a full price 
adult ticket. Contact Expertise Events 
on 102) 9977 0888 for information on 
group bookings. 

• Info: Craft Hotline 0055 24309 
(TM 55c per minute. mobile & payphones extra) 
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THEY'RE CALLING! 
...but only 1 in 3 will be answered 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT 
5,000 young people between 5 and 17 years of age call KIDS HELP LINE every day. 

For every one that gets through, 2 miss out. 

We get no government funding. We need your support. 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
May 10 is KIDS HELP LINE DAY. Please help us raise funds. 

FUZZ BUDDIE 
INVASION 

Fuzz Buddies are cute 
little furry characters that 
you sell to raise funds for 

KIDS HELP LINE. You can 
order boxes of fuzz buddies on 
a sale or return basis to sell in 

the lead-up to KIDS HELP LINE DAY. 

GREETING CARDS 
This year Kids Help Line 
is releasing its own range 
of high quality greeting 
cards, which come 
individually packed for you to 

each 
sell. You can order boxes of 
cards on a sale or return basis. A 
great idea for Mother's Day! 

MISSION POSSIBLE! Choose a local community project or 
task (your Mission) to complete for Kids Help Line Day. Local 
business and the general public are challenged to "sponsor" the 

completion of the project by making a donation to 
Kids Help Line. 

EVERYBODY WINS! 

Kids Help Line benefits from the funds raised to enable us to 
answer more calls, local communities benefit from the completion 

of the project and you gain the satisfaction and pride from 
helping your local community as well as thousands of 

kids around Australia. 

Clean up a park! Build a playground! Plant trees! Choose your 
challenge — the only limit is your imagination! 

FOR MORE DETAILS 
PHONE 

1800 552 033 
-KIDS- 

HELP LINE  

 

NATIONA49MMUNEMPROJECTS 
WIMP' 
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INTERNATIONAL 

    

Post Box News 

 

 

Wilma Torney, Australian Post Box Secretary 

 

WONDER whether 

you realise what a 

wonderful part Post 

Box plays in guiding? 

Thousands of links are 

made between girls 

and women of many nationalities. They 

learn about the customs, culture, 

religion and guiding in other countries. 

I was delighted to receive a letter 

from the United States of America in 

answer to a specific request. I was given 

the name of an American girl scout who 

can write in braille to link with an 

11—year—old guide in New South Wales 

who is blind. 

A 13—year—old guide from 

Queensland recently asked for a link 

with a guide from Hong Kong where she 

was about to spend her holidays. By 

chance a request came in from Hong 

Kong and I was able to link the two girls  

straight away. Our Australian guide 

received the name of her link just after 

she had arrived in Hong Kong and they 

met a few days later. This happened 

within a few weeks with the help of Post 

Box. 

When I look back on the 12 

months as Australian Post Box 

Secretary I am thankful for the 

wonderful opportunities that came 

my way and for the people I met 

through letters. In order to find links 

for our girls I have written 168 

letters to 40 countries and in some 

cases have made contact with 

countries for the first time. I feel part of 

the international guiding family, as do all 

who obtain links through Post Box. 

Whether you are a brownie guide, guide, 

ranger guide, ranger, junior leader or 

leader there is someone overseas or 

interstate waiting to link with you. 

Every year we think of our large 

international guiding family on Thinking 

Day. Let us continue our thoughts for 

people around the world throughout the 

year by making links with overseas 

countries through Post Box. 

A big thank you to all who helped 

Post Box last year, especially to my 

Assistant, Bev Madden, who so 

efficiently organised interstate links, the 

means whereby so many of our young 

members find pen friends in Australia. 

Most states had new post box 

secretaries last year and my thanks go 

to them for the great job they have done. 

I believe that Post Box will continue 

and the international flame of guiding 

will burn brightly as our letters fly around 

the world. 

My very best wishes go to Pat 

James, our new Australian Post Box 

Secretary. 

Irene Fairbairn Challenge event 

Women as peacemakers 'partners in 

peace' event and camp for Indian children, 

Sangam, from 3-23 August 1996. 

Join with youth and adult members of WAGGGS to 

explore the changing attitudes of women and their 

contribution to peace within families and communities 

leading to world harmony. WAGGGS members aged 

16-20 (youth) and 20-35 (adult) are eligible to apply. You 

must be able to attend a weekend selection at the national 

office 20-21 April 1996. 
The Irene Fairbairn Challenge of $2,500 will be 

awarded to each of the two participants selected. 

Australian closing date 31 March 1996. 

Australian International Commissioner 

RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS FOR 
FEBRUARY 1996 

Sri Lanka, Independence Day 

New Zealand, Waitangi Day 

St Valentine's Day 

Buddhism, Purinirvana (death of the Buddha) 

Lithuania, Independence Day 

Chinese New Year 

Islam, Eid-al-Fitr 

Christian, Ash Wednesday 

World Guide Thinking Day 

Estonia, National Day 

Orthodox, Lent begins 
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YOUR SAY 

Letters Please! 

Don't forget to send your letters to: 

Letters Please, Girl Guides 

Association of Australia, PO Box 6, 

Strawberry Hills, NSW, 2012. 

I was lent GiA, August 1995 issue 

to look at the photos on the front 

and inside back cover. I refer to 

Kelli Dixon's letter on P39. GIA 

was lent to me by the leader of 

5th Cairns/Bayview and I was 

Kelli's brownie guide leader when 

she was with 2nd Cairns Brownie 

Guides. 

I remember Kelli and it was 

lovely to read her comments, it 

made all the time I gave to 2nd 

Cairns Brownie Guide Unit 

worthwhile (18 years in all). 

My reasons for being a leader 

were very similar to Kelli's and in 

fact I still correspond with my 

guide leader in England. 

Thank you Kelli for your lovely 

letter. I have retired from active 

guiding but was just asked if I 

would be interested in making the 

new Coral Coast Region banner. 

It was a pleasure to do so. 

Wendy Laws (Alkoonah) 

Queensland 

A very big thank you 

It is impossible to say a big enough thank you to the Victorian guide 

headquarters for suggesting and running the three day GIS reunion (refer to 

GiA November 1995 issue). Jill Johnstone, State Executive Officer, was the 

inspiration and her organisation was great. To help her she had four Victorian 

volunteers, Gwen Mann, Peg Edmondson, Lys Turnbull and Marjory 

Walkowski, as well as Margaret Coleman (from Sydney) and that wonderful 

pair, Doris and Bob Spratling. These two arranged our memorabilia in a most 

attractive display, helped by excellent captions done by headquarters staff. 

Sincere thanks too, to headquarters staff for their warm welcome and coping 

with so many extra people. A special word of thanks to the three ladies who 

cooked us that delicious meal on Monday evening—Dot Woolley, Anne Scott 

and Glenda Culley. I hope you received your cooks badges. 

We were all so thrilled when Lady Price presented each one with two 

certificates (which we never expected) one from the Girl Guides Association of 

Australia and the other from the Federal Government. Made us feel like VIPs. 

I am sure all the volunteers join with me in saying "bravo Jill and her staff for 

three days we will never forget". 

Nancy Eastick, Queensland 

Thank you for your courage in writing the article 'Will you hear the cry?' in the 

June issue of GiA. The statistics included by you certainly show that for some 

mystifying reasons Australians cannot face up to the issue of youth suicide or 

suicide across the community in general. As a survivor of several suicide attempts 

due to severe clinical depression, I am aware of the need for youth education on 

recognising the signs of potential suicides amongst their peers. It would be 

wonderful if the Girl Guides Association could instigate an education program for 

its members. I am convinced that the youth of Australia would benefit as guide 

members mixed with their peers. 

Young people must learn to open up about their feelings and concerns and not 

fear retribution from parents and friends. My first suicide attempt was at the age 

of 20—I took a drug overdose. It was a cry for help and never really should have 

reached that state but I did not know, and was unable to reach out for help from 

parents and friends. Generally, I am very thankful to still be here. The point I am 

trying to make is that if we fail to educate young people on youth suicide and its 

causes, then we will continue to lose that most precious of our resources—our 

young people. 

Thank you again for publishing the article—it is one small part of an education 

program which urgently needs to be wide spread before more young people 

succumb to the dreadful despair which leads to suicide. 

My daughter is a brownie guide and I am very happy for her to belong to this 

positive organisation. 

Howard—a brownie guide parent 
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YOUR SAY 

Statistics 

A recent sojourn through my district's archives proved to be an interesting 

exercise. We celebrate our 40th birthday this year. The district seemed to go j 

through a number of periods of fluctuating numbers and when you compared 1 

them with the historical population trends within our community it was possible 

to see the causes of those fluctuations. As new residential areas opened up the 

numbers increased and as those areas `grew up' and 'aged' our numbers 
declined. 

Currently our numbers are rather low. This is most likely because many of 

the residential areas surrounding the guide hut are now approaching retirement 

age. The 'nappy valley' areas of our community are a fair distance from the 

location of the guide hut and many potential guide parents are reluctant to drive 

20-25 minutes to the guide hut so their daughters can attend guides or brownie I 

guides. That area has developed its own satellite infrastructure separate from 

the main town—shops, schools, medical and sporting facilities. For 
people it's a long way to 	if 	

many 
go you have to pass two shopping centres. 

Looking at some of the other units in my region I can see something similar 

occurring. Districts close to new residential areas seem to be thriving, while 

others in older suburbs are perhaps not as populous as they previously have 
been. 

I wonder how many other districts are in similar situations? Is this perhaps 

another reason why numbers are declining Australia-wide? Is the physical 
location of our units in the wrong areas? 

It would be interesting to compare each district's numbers with their 
school. 

	

	 local 
Our local state school's numbers are dropping, while both the local ; 

Catholic schools moved. The Government is building a second primary school 

near a friend's district. She has a long waiting list. 

So what's the solution? I don't know. 

Locally, we could perhaps move closer to where the prospective guides are. 

But that leads to the problem of finding new accommodation and what do we 

do with the old hut? Perhaps we could `wait it out' but will we 'die' before the 

retirees move on? Perhaps as a more radical approach, do we organise a bus 

service, along the lines of one of the small local independent schools? Pick up 
and deliver door to door. 

I guess we have a bit more thinking to do before we make a decision! 

It would be interesting to look at the whole picture. 

Susan Cokley 

1st Point Danger Guides 

Queensland 

Letter from a 
grateful parent 

My daughter, Elizabeth is a 

brownie guide with the 1st 

Kalamunda Brownie Guides, and 

took part in the state camp held 

at Fairbridge, Western Australia in 

October 1995. I feel I must write 

and say a big "Thank you, thank 

you, thank you" to all those people 

who took part with the organising 

and running of the camp. 

Elizabeth had an absolutely 

wonderful time, and what a 

marvellous, enriching experience it 

was for her! She thoroughly 

enjoyed every single minute of her 

five days, and every comment 

made by her since has been a 

positive one. 

It is patently clear that she 

was looked after, and cared for by 

all those she came into contact 

with, especially her cottage 

leaders, Naree and Tennyl, with 

whom she shared a special 

relationship. 

The camp, from beginning to 

end, was organised in a most 

professional manner, and I had no 

qualms at all about sending our 

only child to camp with you. 

To all you ladies, I extend my 

heartfelt thanks for all the 

wonderful things you did, and 

indeed are doing for all the brownie 

guides. You are a group of very 

special people. God bless you all. 

Yours in gratitude 

Sheila Tipper 

Kalamunda 

Western Australia 
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Girls show 
adults how it is done! 



  

1G MONEY FOR, YOUR PAC 

  

  

   

You Name It! presents a FABULOUS FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY 

Personalised Labels in Fabric and Vinyl 

You Name It  can provide your Guide and Brownie Guide 

groups with specially priced sets of personalised 	and 

labels for you to on-sell at a healthy profit. Sets of 70 

self-adhesive, brightly coloured, dishwasher safe, vinyl labels, 

and sets of 70 iron-on, durable fabric labels retail for just $12 

per set. We rebate $2 per set plus a special bonus incentive. 

Perfect for: camping gear, cutlery & storage containers • lunch boxes, cups & baby bottles • toys, 

books, stationery, sporting equipment etc. • school, daycare, anywhere - 	 • 8 bright colours 

per set; durable, dishwasher & microwave resistant • available in individual state school font or other font 

Eg. Victorian School Font* 

  

Eg. Other Font* 

  

  

Amelia Harris Amelia Harris 

 

 

  

  

   

Vinyl Address labels are also available for the Home or Office 

Perfect for: uniforms & all clothing • school, library & sports bags • linen & towels • swimming gear, 

pencil cases etc. • school, daycare, anywhere -  You Name it • iron-on, no sewing; durable, washing 

machine & dryer resistant 
Fa2rirs 1 17P, 

 
CT, 

Eg. Only available in the font pictured* 

For more information or to receive your starters kit, just call or fax 

(03) 9803 2505 in Victoria or (07) 33971995 in Brisbane. 

Ideal for Christmas and Birthday gifts and a must for the new school year. 

Label it - Don't Lose it! You Name It - Labels. 
*Samples shown larger than actual size. 
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