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CHIEF COMMISSIONER'S MESSAGE 

Welcome 
HERE are many 

exciting projects for 

units to undertake and 

in this edition of GiA 

introduces the 'Bus for 

Kiribati' project. This is 

an initiative of the Australian 

Association, which came about because 

girls on the island cannot get to guide 

meetings. In Kiribati the skills developed 

by the guides will help them in their 

future lives, just as the skills developed 

by Australian guides helps to prepare 

them for their future. By taking part in 

this project you will learn more about our 

sister guides in the Asia Pacific Region, 

and discover just how essential it is for 

us to help them reach their full potential. 

Always remember that we are a 

worldwide 	Association. 	Issues 

concerning the importance to world 

membership will be discussed at the 

29th World Conference later this year. 

Please take the opportunity to be part of 

the important discussions in your state 

where the agenda for the World 

Conference is featured. It is essential 

that delegates take the views of 

members from all over Australia to this 

conference. 

The outcomes of the Program and 

Training Conferences held in January 

1996 are very promising. The Program 

Conference unanimously agreed that 

the Australian Guide Program helps 

girls and young women grow into  

confident, self-respecting, responsible 

community members by being involved 

in its decision making, planning, 

implementation and evaluation of all their 

various activities with emphasis on 

outdoors and incorporating the values 

and principles of the guide Promise and 

Law. 

The Australian Guide Program is a 

new way of presenting opportunities for 

girls and young women aged 6 to 18 

years. It is based on the recognition that 

all girls are capable of planning, 

implementing and evaluating their own 

program. 

A new leadership training program 

will be developed to assist leaders in the 

new ways of program delivery. 

Do make sure you read all about 

these developments. If you have any 

comments you wish to make, please do 

so. We are anxious to have feed back 

from leaders. 

These exciting developments are in 

line with current educational thinking 

and practice, where a strong emphasis 

is placed on the nature of learning and 

the recognition of individual needs, as 

well as differences in learning styles. 

This is a very exciting and 

challenging time for our Association. I 

know you will be prepared to do your 

best to see that as many girls and young 

women have the opportunity to enjoy 

the Great Game of Guiding, not only 

now but for many years to come. 
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NATIONAL AND WORLD UPDATE 

Welcome to Gail Midgley, National Executive Officer 
"I have been overwhelmed by the 

warmth and extent of the welcome I 

received on joining the Girl Guides 

Association of Australia," says the new 

National Executive Officer, Gail Midgley. 

Gail joins the national office after a 

distinguished 20 year career spanning 

the government, corporate and NFP 

(not for profit) sectors. 

Her academic qualifications are in 

behavioural sciences, marketing and 

general management, including a 

Masters Degree. She has most 

recently been appointed a Certified 

Practising Marketer by the Australian 

Institute of Management, one of the first 

200 in Australia. 

She spent seven years on the staff of 

the New South Wales Premier, Neville 

Wran, before moving into the computer 

industry where she helped to launch the 

highly successful brand Compaq in the 

Australian market. 

Gail then made the difficult decision 

to change industries, moving into the 

architecture and construction field as 

national marketing manager for 

Davenport Campbell. This prestigious 

international firm, with its 'blue chip' 

client base and project offices across 

Asia, and in the United States of 

America, provided valuable experience 

and the opportunity to test her 

marketing skills. 

She was then recruited by Anglican 

Retirement Villages to market their 

$20m redevelopment and to provide 

marketing and corporate strategy 

directions for an organisation facing the 

challenges of a changing market within 

the NFP sector. 

It was this experience, in particular, 

which gave Gail the impetus to 

specialise in NFP marketing and 

general management, experience she 

now brings to our national office. 

Gail has two young children and is 

married to Professor David Midgley, of 

the national business school, the 

Australian 	Graduate 	School 	of 

Management. 

She has a guiding history, having 

been a guide at school in the United 

Kingdom, and then moving to the Air 

Ranger Wing, where she entered the 

Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award 

Scheme. 

"I believe that guiding can provide 

the pre-eminent personal and social 

development program for girls and 

young women," says Gail. 

"In a time of shifting values and 

massive social change, the guide 

program can be a 'guiding light', 

providing a 'personal management' 

framework within an ethos of 

commitment and contribution." 

WAGGGS/WOSM 

The WAGGGS/WOSM (World 

Association of Girl Guides and Girl 

Scouts/World Organisation of the Scout 

Movement) Consultative Committee met 

in Geneva during December 1995 and 

reached the following conclusions: 

1. WOSM agreed that in the pursuit of 

working on the viability of developing 

together a vision for the future, the 

World Scout Committee's vision of a 

single World Organisation will no 

longer be an option unless and until 

agreed to by WAGGGS. 

2. WAGGGS confirmed that, since it is 

WOSM's policy to no longer  

recognise SAGNOs (Scout and 

Guide National Organisations whose 

boys are members of WOSM and 

whose girls are members of 

WAGGGS) in new countries, it will no 

longer present SAGNOs as an option 

in such countries unless otherwise 

agreed with WOSM. 

Win, Win, Win! 

A stylish gold presentation brooch, 

featuring a trefoil and map of Australia, 

will be given away each month to the 

best 'Your Say' letter published. 

You have to be in it to win! 

Outstanding result 

Thank you to all Australian guide friends 

who have raised $28,336 for the Spycher 

at Our Chalet, by taking part in 'Explore 

the Four World Centres' project during 

1995. The money raised has been sent 

to the World Bureau. 

As from Thinking Day 1996 the 

special 'Explore' badge is to be removed 

from your uniform to make room for this 

year's special event badge  Bus for 

Kiribati.  Refer pages 19-22 of this issue 

for full details. 

Nan Falloon 

Australian Friends of World 

Centres Liaison 
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AUSTRALIAN GUIDE PROGRAM 

      

Steering from the rear 
EING a front seat 

driver means you are 

very busy with the 

details necessary to 

keep the vehicle on 

the road. Everything 

from steering to fuelling, braking and 

even operating the stereo is your 

responsibility. But how long has it been 

since you sat in the back seat and 

watched what goes on around you in the 

vehicle? Observed the skills of other 

travellers, watched how a learner driver 

has mastered the gears, sympathised 

as a passenger fumbled with the air 

conditioning system and won? Seen the 

navigator unravel the mysteries of the 

road map? 

Being in the back seat doesn't mean 

you are just a passenger, it allows you to 

see all that is happening as you travel 

together. Your experience and 

knowledge makes you a vital member of 

the team in this vehicle with important 

contributions to make. 

In 1909 the girls arrived at Crystal 

Palace and let our Founder know in no 

uncertain terms that they were there to 

stay. The initiative to start the guide 

movement we know today came from 

the girls themselves. The idea and spirit 

that has fed the flame of guiding as it 

spread across the world and into the 

hearts of so many millions of girls and 

women is alive and well in the Australian 

Guide Program. At the heart of every 

aspect of the program is the Promise 

and Law. The program is given shape 

and purpose by the fundamentals of 

guiding that are as relevant today as 

they have always been: 

Promise and Law, Outdoors, 

Leadership development, Patrol 

system, Guiding traditions, Service 

and World guiding 

and each activity will incorporate the 

four elements of  Physical, People, 

Practical  and  Self  to a greater or lesser 

degree. 

The flexibility that is inherent in the 

program will enable each girl to mould it 

to suit her own needs, interests and 

wants, as well as those of the group to 

which she belongs. The girls will take 

the initiative becoming the front-seat 

drivers as they make the program their 

own. The challenge for the adult leader 

of today and tomorrow will be to lead 

from the rear. 

It will mean: 

watching the girls grow into confident, 

self-respecting, responsible community 

members 

trusting the girls to do their best 

enjoying the thrill of the unexpected 

as it will inevitably happen 

seeing the girls develop as 

independent thinkers 

sharing the fun with girls 

welcoming mistakes as opportunities 

to learn 

being a friend and confidant 

just being there when you are 

needed and knowing when to step 

back 

• monitoring safety—(probably the 

only times when you will need to step 

in and give directions are when 

safety issues arise) 

... and that's only a start! 

The amount of adult involvement will 

vary, depending on the developmental 

growth of the girls. Younger girls can be 

encouraged to make decisions about 

what they do, and then, through careful 

questioning and support from the adults 

in the unit, they can also take an active 

role in the planning for that activity. 

Questions such as: 

• "How can we make this work?" 

• "What do you think we will need?" 

"Do you know anyone who could 

help?" 

can encourage even the youngest girls 

to make suggestions that will help them 

to put their plans into action. Similar 

adult support can help girls look at what 

they have done, think about it and see 

how well the activity measured up to 

their expectations of it. 

Gradually the girls will take more and 

more responsibility for their program, its 

implementation and its evaluation. Girls 

who have been supported in the 

process from a young age will be 

empowered to take full ownership of 

their program as they develop as 

individuals. 

The nature of the role of the leader 

will change as the girls grow and mature 

but she will always be a friend who 

shares the fun and magic that makes 

being a guide so special. Leading from 

the rear is fun, rewarding and a positive 

means of helping our young girls 

develop into the confident young women 

of tomorrow. 

Welcome to the back seat. It's a great 

view from here and the ride is fantastic. 

Judy Coombes 

Queensland 
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PROGRAM AND TRAINING CONFERENCES 

Program and Training 

The Way Ahead 
Jan Forrest, APA and Sylvia Le Marquand, ATA 

"Come along, all aboard—The Spirit of 

Australia, 

Hand in hand with strength we stand 

Our vision draws us forward 

Come along, join the throng 

of girl guides who are changing 

We're young and strong and moving on 

Empowered for the future". 

The chorus of a special song written 

by Margo Browning for the Australian 

Program and Training Conferences held 

in Sydney in January 1996 set the 

theme 'All aboard—The Spirit of 

Australia'. Sung at the opening 

ceremony it introduced the participants 

to a week of discussion and sharing of 

the decisions made both before and 

during the conferences to develop and 

introduce a truly Australian program for 

girls and a new model for adult 

leadership training to support the 

program. 

Each state sent delegates and 

section advisers to the Program and 

Training Conferences, and, for the first 

time, a member from the 18-25 age 

group. Hand in hand, both conferences 

moved forward to meet the aim—'to 

widen understanding of the philosophy 

of the Australian Guide Program and to 

develop strategies which will support 

girls and women to effectively 

implement that program with confidence 

and enthusiasm'. To this end the 

conferences included sharing of 

activities, workshops and discussions 

whilst allowing each conference to 

address specific areas. 

Training Conference 

The Australian Training Conference 

concentrated on developing the 

Australian Adult Leadership Program 

(AALP) which will replace the current 

ALTP. It's an exciting concept with 

parallel programs for leaders working 

with youth, leaders working with adults 

and leaders in support, advisory, 

specialist roles. A competency based 

program, it will include recognition of 

prior learning, cross crediting, self 

paced learning, on the job training with 

course content focused on supporting 

the leader, giving leaders the confidence 

and competence to facilitate the 

Australian Guide Program. 

Program Conference 

The objectives of the Program 

Conference were: 

• To develop an organisational plan for 

the Australian Guide Program. 

• To develop a system of recognition in 

keeping with the philosophy of the 

Australian Guide Program. 

• To develop program resources to 

support the Australian Guide 

Program. 

After a week of discussion and 

deliberations, we now have a framework 

for the new program, the outline of an 

optional award system and work has 

commenced on resources. 

The Australian Guide Program will be 

a new way of presenting opportunities 

for girls and young women aged 6-18  

years. It is based on the recognition that 

all girls are capable of planning, 

implementing and evaluating their own 

program. 

The central core of the program is 

grounded in the essential guiding 

fundamentals of: Promise and Law, 

outdoors, service, patrol system, 

leadership development, guiding 

traditions and world guiding; each 

activity incorporating the four elements 

of physical, people, practical and self to 

a greater or lesser degree. 

Work is continuing in states on the 

'nitty gritty' of the optional award 

system, resources, evaluation of the 

program, marketing strategies, content 

of the Queen's Guide Award, the 

program for young women over 18 

years and terminology. 

Several of the recommendations 

made at the conference have to be 

ratified by the Australian executive at 

their meeting in June 1996, after which 

a full report will be available. For further 

information please talk to your state 

adviser. 

Conferences 

The conferences ended with a moving 

closing ceremony. Holding hands, 

everyone formed an outline of the map 

of Australia singing with gusto 'All 

aboard—The Spirit of Australia'. It's a 

song that all members across Australia 

will be singing with enthusiasm as the 

initiatives developed at the conferences 

take effect. 
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Optional award system 

The Australian Guide Program will encourage rewards for 

participation, effort and other special milestones in a 

guide's life. Rewards can be awarded by the unit, patrol, 

leader, district, region or state. 

There will also be an optional award system including 

interest, group and skill badges. Between the ages of 6-18 

years there will be three achievement awards. It has been 

agreed that the award for older girls will be called the 

Queen's Guide Award. 

Please ask the girls for suggestions for the names of 

the two awards which will be stepping stones to the 

Queen's Guide Award and forward to: Australian Program 

Committee, PO Box 6, Strawberry Hills 2012 or your state 

headquarters by the end of April 1996. 

Q. Do you have to wear uniform to and from 
guide activities to be covered by insurance? 

Anyone travelling to and from guide 
activities is covered by the 
Association's insurance policy no 
matter what they are wearing. 

FEATURE 

Thank you, thank you, thank you 

The response from leaders to the survey of unit leaders 

across Australia, the invitation to leaders in August GiA as 

well as the flexible districts and pilot unit reports has been 

fantastic. What an amazing effort by those leaders, thank 

you and well done! 

This information was used as the basis for a large part of 

the presentations to trainers and advisers attending the 

Australian Program and Training Conferences held in 

January 1996. There was an incredible 100 per cent return 

of answers from leaders surveyed. This is possibly an 

Australian guiding first. 

Leaders spent a great deal of time ensuring their 

answers were as informative as possible and this has 

enabled us to collate information which was used at the 

conferences and will be used in the months ahead for such 

things as programming, resourcing, publicity and so on. You 

may also see some of the results of this information in GiA. 

Thank you all once again. It has been marvellous for all 

of us to work with such committed leaders across Australia. 

Australian Program Committee 

SAVE THE KOALA CHALLENGE BADGE 
"Get your guides Involved" 

The Girl Guides Association and the Australian Koala Foundation has had a wonderful relationship over 
the past decade, with Girl Guides raising an impressive $90,000 for the conservation of the Koala and 
its habitat. 

To celebrate our 10th anniversary together, the Girl Guides Association and The Australian Koala 
Foundation has developed a challenge badge for all levels of guiding. The challenge is a fun way to 
learn about Australia's most loved animal, how and why it is threatened, and what positive ways you can 
help while raising valuable funds for the Foundation's important work. The challenge will be focused 
around this years Save The Koala Day - July 26 - and we hope that all guiding groups become 
involved. 

To become involved please return the completed coupon below and you will be sent full details about 
how to order uniform badges, syllabus booklets and fundraising products which will be supplied on 
consignment. 

ACTION - Please fill out and send the coupon below by fax on (07) 3221 0337 or send to The 
Australian Koala Foundation GPO Box 9899 Brisbane 4001. 

Please send more information on the 1996 "Koala Challenge Badge" 

Unit 	  
Contact name 	  
Address 	  
	 Postcode 	  
Phone ( 	) 	Fax ( 	) 	  
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DREAMS & 
EXPECTATIONS 

R ichard Eckersley, science writer 

and strategic analyst with the 

CSIRO, was guest speaker at the 

Program and Training Conferences held 

in January where he presented his 

paper Dreams and Expectations: young 

peoples' views of the future and their 

implications. To some, he reinforced 

what they already knew. To others, he 

opened a whole new can of worms with 

his insights into the increasing number 

of young people who feel that life has 

little to offer. 

Richard's interests in young peoples' 

views of the future, and more broadly, 

the nature of modern western culture 

and its impact on young people, 

developed in 1987 when he went on a 

part-time secondment from the CSIRO 

to the then relatively new Commission 

for the Future. "My first major task was 

to draw together all the survey material 

I could find on Australia's attitudes to 

science and technology and to the 

future. 	During the course of my 

research I came across two studies of 

children's 	and 	adolescents' 

expectations of the world they would 

inherit. As the father of three young 

children, the bleakness of their visions 

left a deep impression on me," he 

explained. 

Richard decided to see if there was a 

link between young peoples' sense of 

despair and hopelessness about the 

future and evidence of their 

YOUNG PEOPLES' 
VIEWS OF THE 
FUTURE AND 

THEIR 
IMPLICATIONS 

deteriorating well-being as suggested 

by such issues as rising levels of 

suicide, drug and alcohol abuse and 

crime. 

The result was Casualties of 

Change: the predicament of youth in 

Australia, published in 1988. Richard 

looks at the influence our culture has on 

shaping its citizens—especially youth. 

He believes that modern western 

culture is increasingly failing to provide 

a sense of identity, belonging and 

purpose, both socially and spiritually, 

and to provide a sound framework of 

values. 

"Traditional vices such as pride, 

greed, lust, envy and anger are 

• 
"My generation was 

brought up being 
promised so much. 

Advertising promised so 
much. The lucky country 
promised so much. We 
reached adulthood and 
found it wasn't there." 

promoted—especially through the 

media—whilst many traditional virtues 

such as faith, hope, compassion and 

fortune are neglected," said Richard. 

He believes this weakens social 

cohesion and personal resilience, and 

contributes to widespread public 

disillusionment and disenchantment. It 

may also contribute to serious social 

and personal problems such as suicide, 

depression. eating disorders, substance 

abuse and crime. 

In modern western culture, meaning 

is increasingly invested in the individual 

and 	their 	possessions 	and 

achievements. This encourages 

unrealistic expectations and personal 

excess, making it difficult for people to 

recover when things go wrong. In 

addition, it robs communities of the 

'glue' needed to hold them together. 

"The brighter side to this rather bleak 

perspective is that for a new order to 

emerge, the old must first fail, and this is 

the profound cultural transition or 

transformation 	we 	are 	now 

experiencing. It is this hope of a new 

beginning, the excitement of the 

challenge, the imperative to look 

beyond the near horizon of our personal 

lives that we must impress upon the 

hearts and minds of young people," 

explained Richard. 

Young people are increasingly 

caught 	between 	heightened 

expectations and diminished hopes. 

GiA March 1996 	 6 



FEATURE 

According to Richard, many are 

mistrustful, 	cynical, 	outwardly 

confident, inwardly insecure and 

powerless to bring change. Their 

feelings reflect the culture they are 

growing up in. 

There exists a gap between young 

peoples' expectations and preferences. 

"They expect a dog-eat-dog world and 

as a result adopt attitudes which will 

help them survive, rather than attitudes 

which will help them secure their 

preferred future," explained Richard. 

"If young people don't feel the future 

is theirs to shape, anything you teach 

them becomes devalued by a lack of 

basic faith in where life is going." 

Richard King. 1995 winner of The 

Australian Vogel Literary Award for 

young writers, summed up their 

feelings when he said "My generation 

was brought up being promised so 

much. Advertising promised so much. 

The lucky country promised so much. 

We reached adulthood and found it 

wasn't there." 

Youth issues go much wider and 

deeper than they appear. For example, 

eliminating youth unemployment will 

not solve their problems as young 

people need to believe in themselves, 

in their society and in their future, as 

well as having opportunities for 

education, training and work. 

Increased depression 

There has been a dramatic rise in major 

depressive illnesses in young people 

living in industrial nationals since the 

Second World War. A recent survey of 

more than 2,700 children aged 4-16 

years in Western Australia found 18 per 

cent had a mental health problem 

(including depression, delinquency, 

thought attention and social problems 

and aggressive behaviour). 

Queensland University 
Survey Results 

No suicidal ideation-39% 

Minimal ideation-21% 
I feel life just isn't worth living. 
Life is so bad I feel like giving 

up. 

High ideation-19% 
I just wish my life would end. 

I have been thinking of ways to 
kill myself. 

Suicide-related 
behaviour-15% 

I have told someone I want to 
kill myself. 

I have come close to taking my 
own life. 

Suicide attempt-7% 
I have made attempts to kill 

myself. 

Youth Suicide 

Surveys have revealed that suicide, or 

at least its contemplation, has become 

a mainstream option for today's young 

adults. A survey of more than 1,600 

Queensland university students, found 

that almost two thirds showed varying 

degrees of ideation the previous year. 

Suicidal tendencies seem to 

diminish in families or countries where 

religion plays an important role. 

These frightening results are broadly 

consistent with similar surveys. But as 

Richard questions, "Are the researchers 

being conned? Do the kids think they 

are being cool—but aren't really being 

serious when they admit to such dark 

thoughts of death? Or are we making 

some awful, awful blunder that is 

stripping from so many of them the 

deep conviction that life is worthwhile 

and worth living?" 

Youth partnership 

Workshops held by ASTEC as part of 

their Future Needs 2010 study suggest 

that although most young people see 

the future in terms of a worsening of 

today's global and national problems 

and difficulties, they also expect 

improvements. Major concerns include 

pollution and environmental destruction, 

the impact of population, the gulf 

between rich and poor, high 

unemployment, family breakdown, 

discrimination and prejudice, economic 

difficulties and high level of foreign debt. 

What does this mean? 

Pessimism about the future is likely to 

affect young people's approach to key 

aspects of society including citizenship, 

education, training and work. A clear 

vision, strong sense of mission and 

shared core values become even more 

important as Australia becomes more 

pluralistic and multicultural. 

Guiding is an ideal platform to help 

young people develop direction in their 

lives. To do so, it must constantly 

monitor young people's values and 

visions and reflect their needs in the 

Australian guide program. 

As Prime Minister, Mr Keating said to 

a new leaders forum in December 1994, 

"One of the greatest challenges we face 

as a nation is to generate a deep sense 

of optimism within our young people. We 

need to do that because without 

optimism, without a sense that we do not 

have the wherewithal to build a better 

future, we will find no reason to build that 

future." 

Nadine Cattell 

National Communications 

Manager 
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ROCK 
CLIMBING 

IT all started when Dad went rock climbing and the other 

members of my family wanted to go too. Dad took us to 

Mt Arapiles, Victoria. He took me 'kindy climbing' when I was 

three, and I kept on doing `kindy climbs' each time Dad took 

us. When I was about six, I started doing other climbs, such 

as 'Camelot' and `Minimus' at Mt Arapiles. Each climb has a 

name and is graded—the lower the number the easier the 

climb. Camelot is grade 10 and Minimus is grade 15. 

Minimus was REALLY hard! 

Last time we went climbing, Dad let me have a go at 

seconding—which is when you follow the lead climber and 

take out the lead equipment from the rocks. It's hard to hang 

on to the rock and take out the gear at the same time. 

I'm going to keep on climbing because it's fun, you make 

good friends, it's challenging and I love it! 

Written by Alison Borchardt, aged eight years 

1st Murray Bridge Brownie Guides, South Australia 

Alison Borchardt abseiling and (opposite) climbing 'Camelot' at 
Mt Arapiles.Photo: Dawn Borchardt, South Australia. 
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At your next meeting, let your group know about the 

free Stamp Explorer Club. The children will 

receive a quarterly magazine overflowing with 

stamp collecting information, 

competitions and puzzles. 

• ,4G, 

Mail this coupon to: '6 '1
4.3:1 

 
Reply Paid No 14 
Stamp Explorer - SG 
PO Box 511 
SOUTH MELBOURNE ViC 3205 
(no stamp required) 

Name of Unit 	  

Contact Name 	  

Address 	  

City/Suburb 	  Postcode 	 Australian 
Philatelic 
Federation 

FEATURE 

A Promise ceremony 
the Internet way 

WHEN Jacqueline Olsen decided to 

re-affirm her Promise as a ranger in 2A 

NSW Lone Rangers, she decided to do 

so using the Internet'. 

Jacque is studying occupational 

therapy in the large country town/city of 

Albury in New South Wales. 

A date and time were arranged, and 

having never used the internet before, 

Cheryl McCormick, 2A NSW Lone 

Rangers' Counsellor sought help from a 

friend who teaches computer studies at 

the local high school. 

Unfortunately, Cheryl soon learnt that 

near enough is not good enough when  

you take down an internet address. No 

contact was made. 

University ended and Jacque 

returned to her home town in Kingaroy 

Queensland. Another date was 

arranged and with Jacque using a 

computer in her neighbouring town of 

Wondai and Cheryl located in 

Narrandera NSW a connection was 

made! 

The signal is relayed through 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

via satellite and beamed back to 

Australia via Melbourne to Narrandera. 

"Jacque was assigned a computer  

generated voice and we heard her 

speak her Promise," said Cheryl. "It was 

one of the most exciting ceremonies I 

have ever conducted." 

"Although not perhaps as personal 

as a one-to-one ceremony, I believe it 

was a very special, significant and 

exciting occasion for Jacque." 

Is this a first as guiding launches into 

the computer age? 

Cheryl McCormick 

New South Wales 

Stamp Collecting 
eXPIOreStheWOrld 

Collecting stamps is a fun thing to do, which is why stamp 

collecting is one of the world's most popular hobbies. As well 

as being lots of fun, stamps can open up a whole new 

world of activities for everyone. 

To join your group, simply ask each child to write their own 

name, address and age, and attach to the coupon below 

and send details to reply paid address provided. 

GiA March 1996 
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L—R Naomi, Robyn, Charmaine, Melissa and Orin, ready for the Promise ceremony. 

Photo: Western Australia. 

FEATURE 

The far north of Western Australia is well known for its stunning scenery and wild, 
untamed landscape. Within this harsh and unforgiving country a new group of guides 

has emerged forming the first Aboriginal guide unit. 

A Promise filled 
with bush tucker 

With smiles so brilliant they almost 

glow, the girls laughed as they knocked 

ripe mangos from trees lining the route 

to the river, passing them to friends and 

siblings to eat. Barefoot, they spoke 

shyly about the Promise ceremony 

which would take place the following 

evening. 

The Kalumburu Guide Unit, which 

formed last July, is Australia's most 

remote unit. All the girls, except for Orin 

the junior leader, are Aboriginal. 

Tucked away in the far north of 

Western Australia, Kalumburu can be 

reached by a one and half hour flight 

from Kununurra or a ten hour drive from 

Kununurra or Derby. Roads to 

Kalumburu are said to be shocking in 

the dry and impossible in the wet—

possibly a reason why the community 

has remained so isolated and is so 

special. 

Thea Brown, Region Commissioner 

for The Kimberly, hitched a lift in a 

cessna, which she shared with the pilot, 

two washing machines and three 

cartons of girl guide biscuits! 

The King Edward River runs through 

Kalumburu. Wide near the settlement, it 

is very beautiful and provides local 

swimming places, great fishing and 

plenty of water for tropical gardens. 

Giant mango trees supply both shade 

and fresh fruit, and coconuts, paw paws 

and bananas are also grown. 

Benedictine Monks settled at nearby 

Pago early in the century. They left in 

the early 1980s but a priest and nuns 

continue the Catholic tradition. It is 

interesting to observe the blend of 

Catholicism and tribal culture. Both 

beliefs have to be painstakingly 

acknowledged so as not to cause 

offense as guiding is taken to the girls. 

"To give you an example, we can't talk 

about the 'spirit' of B-P or the great 

sisterhood of guiding," explained Thea 

Brown. 

Life at Kalumburu is generally happy 

and carefree. Many families camp at 

their homelands on weekends and 

during the holidays. Here, oysters, 

turtles, dugongs, rays and fish are  

caught, and kangaroo and emu are still 

hunted. Collecting bush tucker comes 

naturally to the children. Aside from the 

new guiding unit, swimming, fishing and 

basketball are available, the youth club 

provides music two to three times a 

week and a local band plays on Monday 

nights. 

There are only two white children in 

the community of Kalumburu, Orin 

Casey, the junior leader and her brother 

Paris. Their father is the community 

administrator and their mother the book-

keeper. 

Orin is like a beautiful, shy bush 

creature. She has lived in Kalumburu for 

the past five years and before that spent 

four years in central Australia. Her 
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fund raiser, smile raiser 
This year raise funds with something everybody uses... toothbrushes. You earn money for your 
organisation while promoting good dental care. Sensodyne Search toothbrushes have all the 
features dentists recommend. You can make good profits and still sell the brushes well under the 
average retail price. Help Children Dental Research. For every toothbrush sold we donate 
5 cents towards this very good cause. Everybody wins! Send for the FREE Sensodyne Toothbrush 
Kit. Post in the coupon below or phone Margaret on (02) 772 2888 or 008 800 428 toll free. 

MAIL THIS COUPON TO: STAFFORD-MILLER LIMITED 5-10 ENTERPRISE AVENUE PADSTOW NSW 2211 
PLEASE SEND ME THE FREE SENSODYNE TOOTHBRUSH KIT. 

CONTACT NAME 	  

STREET 	  

SUBURB/TOWN 	  POST CODE 	  

ORGANISATION 	  

PHONE 	  
4410C1̀'  

SM 1302A 1/4 /420 

FEATURE 

friends are her Aboriginal peers. She is 

content with her life and works on the 

practical high school units with other 

students and does more academic units 

through Distance Education. 

One hundred and twenty children up 

to the age of 16 years are enrolled in the 

school. The main local language is 

Kwini, with English being the second 

language. Government English and 

Spanish English are also spoken. 

Until recently, Orin had never 

considered becoming a guide but joined 

to broaden her interests. She is 

considering joining ranger guides as the 

badge work interests her. 

Six girls took part in the Promise 

ceremony held last October. Wearing 

simple uniforms of a sky blue shirt and a 

sash they had sewn themselves, the 

girls piled into a borrowed 4WD and 

headed for the river. Collecting bush 

tucker and fresh water was the first 

priority. The ceremony was held in a 

natural craggy depression, and the stars 

reflected how many other girls in the 

world were guides. Instead of asking 

SUPER 
SEMAPHORE 

Fun 	Easy 

12 WPM in 5 hours 

Kits and Training 
available from PO 162 

Nan-amine 2821 
(068) 89 1570 

each girl to recite a piece about making 

the Promise, they held a short 

discussion. After each girl made her 

Promise and had been given badges, 

certificates and a welcoming left 

handshake, the campfire was lit. A 

campfire game and song, celebration 

cake and toasted marshmallows added 

the familiar guide touch to the day. 

Guide leader, Leonie Tinley is to be 

commended for taking up the challenge 

of this new unit. Leonie has a long 

association with guiding through lones 

in Wheatbelt, Western Australia, and 

now has the opportunity to give guiding 

to these girls in the remote outback. 

Editor's note: 

This article was sent to Leonie Tinley for 

checking prior to publication. Here's part 

of her reply. "On the day I received the 

draft article we had our end of year 

sausage sizzle/games night which was 

totally spoiled by every other kid in 

Kalumburu coming into the school. The 

girls were in my backyard and because 

others couldn't take part they decided to  

ruin our night. Throwing rocks, jumping 

the fence, climbing on the roof, 

disturbing my dog, yelling and trampling 

bushes. This made me feel that the 

article made Kalumburu sound 

wonderful, but really it has many 

problems. 

I guess I have to remember that it is 

activities such as we can provide 

through guides that help develop strong 

values and morals in kids." 

Nadine Cattell 

National Communications Manager 

Ready to cut the celebration cake after the 
Promise ceremony. Photo: WA. 
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Multicultural 
Connections 

Participants on the multi-faith panel (l—r) 

Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish and Muslim. 

Photo: Victoria. 

ITH the aim of 

increasing tolerance, 

acceptance 	and 

understanding of the 

many cultures living in 

Australia 	today, 

Guides 	Victoria 	developed 

`Connections'. 

Launched in October 1995, 

'Connections' offers 200 different 

program ideas which encourage girls to 

explore different cultures, customs, 

celebrations, religions, food, music, 

folklore and crafts. The activities can be 

easily adapted to any age group and are 

designed to provide many opportunities 

to network into the community. Kits have 

been distributed to each unit in Victoria, 

and there are no fixed starting or 

finishing times. 

The program is divided into eight 

parts, each represented by a different 

colour. 'Universal You' sets the scene 

and suggests a range of activities which 

help each girl explore the premise that 

people are more alike than different. To 

do so, she looks at her own identity and 

family traditions and at the basic needs 

of all people and before exploring 

different topics from a global 

perspective. Girls who complete this 

section earn a rainbow badge, and go  

on to explore 'The Australian 

Connection' or the six world area 

`Connections' from which people have 

come to live in Australia. For each 

'connection' completed, a coloured 

stripe is added to the rainbow badge. 

Multicultural event 

Traditionally, Guides Victoria holds a 

multicultural event on the nearest 

weekend to Universal Children's Day, 

which also coincides with Children's 

Week. As 1995 was International Year 

of Tolerance, this warranted an extra 

special event. 

The day provided the opportunity to 

launch the 'Connections' program and 

to explore some of its concepts and 

activities. The special guest for the 

launch was the Honourable Tom 

Reynolds, Minister for Sports, 

Recreation and Racing, whose 

department generously supported the 

printing of the 'Connections' kits. 

The multicultural event offered two 

programs held concurrently in 

Richmond, a high density migrant area. 

A discovery trail was held along Victoria 

Street, which looks as if it was taken 

directly out of Vietnam. Here the girls 

were fascinated by the sights, smells 

and sounds of Asia. 

Program event 

At Abbotsford Primary School more 

than 500 girls participated in either a  

morning or afternoon activity session. 

The school created a multicultural 

atmosphere with signs and classroom 

displays featuring many languages and 

cultures. 

On arrival, each girl was given a 

book of nine vouchers which could be 

exchanged for an activity from each of 

the 'Connections' areas. 

Activities included: 

• The Universal You—world faiths, 

friendship sticks, Universal You 

banner, different scripts. 

• The African Connection—bead 

bracelets and traditional songs. 

• The Americas Connection—line 

dancing. 

• The Asian Connection—festival 

lanterns, calligraphy. 

• The Australian Connection—damper, 

Aboriginal activities. 

• The European Connection—Irish 

dancing, St Brides Cross, Highland 

dancing, Delft plates. 

• The Middle Eastern Connection—

belly dancing, Driedel. 

• The Pacific Islands Connection—

Maori stories, Pacific weaving and 

crafts. 

Another voucher was exchanged for 

an Asian taste treat—a dim sim, spring 

roll and noodles. 

Many of the activity leaders were 

actually from the activities country of 

origin. This added interest, authenticity 

and colour to the activity, especially as 

many of them brought along a display 

as well. 
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CONNECTIONS 

Program kits and rainbow badges 

are available from the Guide 

Shop, 20 Russell Street, 

Melbourne 3000. 

Program kits 	$8.00 

Rainbow badges 90 cents 

Plus postage. 

Check with your state guide 
shop first. 

FEATURE 

One of the highlights of the day was 

the welcome for the Honourable Tom 

Reynolds and the State Commissioner, 

Heather Barton. They arrived amidst 

umbrellas, flags and Sri Lankan 

drummers to be garlanded in the 

traditional way of a Sri Lankan welcome. 

After the official speeches, the crowd 

was entertained by a Vietnamese dance 

group from the school, highland 

dancers, line dancers and a belly 

dancer. All in all it was a wonderful day. 

Oh! we forgot to say it happened to be 

the wettest and coldest October day in 

Melbourne for years! In true guiding 

spirit, everyone adapted cheerfully to 

the cramped conditions without 

complaining. 

Multicultural seminar 

Less than a kilometre away, a 

multicultural seminar for some of the 

older girls and leaders was held. The 

aim of the seminar was to increase 

understanding of different faiths and 

cultures and looked at how guiding can 

reach out to embrace more people from 

non-English speaking backgrounds in a 

true spirit of sisterhood. 

The day began with a video showing 

'snapshots' of different cultures, faiths 

and traditions, and finished with the 

song Sisters in Guiding. 

The keynote speaker, Dr Irene 

Donohue Clyne (a former Queen's 

Guide and Woman of Note) presented 

her talk 'An Ethnic Guide to Australia'. 

She highlighted aspects of ethnicity and 

how well positioned guiding is to offer 

opportunities to members of the migrant 

communities. Using visuals, she 

demonstrated that Australia is not only a 

multicultural country, but multi-faith and 

multi-lingual as well—we all have so 

much to learn and to celebrate having 

such diversity in Australia. 

Honourable Tom Reynolds, Minister for 

Sports, Recreation and Racing with Dawn 

Nadarajah, State Multicultural Adviser and 

two young participants at the official 

launch of Connection Program. 

Photo: Victoria. 

Members of the Gang Show 

entertained the audience with a brief skit 

on cross-cultural differences and how 

important it is to build bridges of 

understanding. 

The next two sessions pointed the 

way to greater understanding and 

respect becoming a personal goal for 

each of us. An interesting panel of 

speakers shared insights into some of 

the world's faiths—Hinduism, Buddhism, 

Islam, Baha'i Judaism and Christianity. 

A second panel, all recent arrivals in 

Australia, gave a personal perspective 

on their backgrounds and experiences 

settling in to a new country. Their frank 

honesty gave the audience a real sense 

of what it is like to leave one's country of 

birth, and the courage and humour 

needed to overcome the difficulties of a 

new set of circumstances. 

A former Queen's Guide, Lynn Watts, 

who is principal of a Melbourne primary 

school which has 87 per cent non- 

English 	speaking 	background 

population, inspired everyone by her 

enthusiasm and resourcefulness, 

especially when it comes to 

communicating with families who speak 

no English. 

This wonderful day will hopefully 

prove valuable as we endeavour to 

reach out and welcome new members, 

especially girls and women from migrant 

communities. 

Multicultural Planning Committee 

Victoria 

CLASSIFIED 

Camp Austral 
12th Avenue, Austral 

New South Wales. 

Ideal place for your camp. Fully 

equipped campsite. `Karawa 

Cottage' accommodates up to 40, 

fully equipped. 

For more information contact 

booking officer, Mrs N Fish, 77 

Louis Street, Merrylands 2160. 
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o 

The fickle hand of fate 

It 
was 7.00 am and I 

was rushing to get 

everyone organised 

for the day when Kylie, my 

seven—year—old daughter, 

dropped a bombshell. 

"Mummy, I want to be a 

brownie like Lisa". My 

brain 	went 	into 

overdrive—poor child I 

thought, why does she 

want to be something you 

make with nuts and chocolate? 

It seems that the fickle 

hand of fate was already hard at work, 

the arrangements made and my 

presence expected at the 'hut' at 5.00 

pm. So, off we went, Kylie and Ito find 

the 'hut'. I was looking for a little run 

down shack the neighbourhood kids had 

knocked together from recycled 

material—wrong again! It turned out to 

be a neat and tidy building in the park 

and not the derelict garden shed my 

over-active imagination created. 

We were met by lots of smiling little 

girls dressed in blue and yellow. The 

formalities were dealt with and the 

leader asked me to return at 7.00 pm for 

a parents' meeting. No problem, I 

thought—this would be a breeze. So 

much for the best laid plans of mice and 

men. The long and short of it was the 

leader had been transferred interstate 

and they desperately needed another 

leader or the unit would close. Does that 

sound familiar? 

With some trepidation I was duly 

enrolled and went off to be trained with 

lots of other ladies. I can distinctly 

remember the collective sigh when we  

discovered we were all brand new, 

squeaky clean, prim, proper, taut and 

terrific (even if only in our imaginations). 

The trainer arrived and told us what was 

expected of a leader. She was an 

excellent communicator and a great 

'people person' but, boy, did she get it 

wrong! We must be in the wrong 

place—she wanted to turn us into 

superwomen! Well, she must have been 

telepathic too! That dear lady beamed at 

us and asked "How many of you are 

feeling less than confident?". A few 

people admitted to feeling nervous—I 

wasn't game to say I was looking for the 

nearest exit! To my surprise I survived 

and enjoyed the training and was 

actually looking forward to going to 

brownie guides. 

Children enmasse 

But why, I wondered, didn't the trainer 

tell me how difficult children enmasse 

can be? Why is it that Evelyn had to 

scoot around the pow wow circle on her 

bottom, thrusting her infected big toe in  

everyone's face—"So they can 

see proper, Miss." And why did 

Jessie have to faint when we 

were making biscuits, falling 

into the mixing bowl just as the 

eggs had been broken into 

the mixture. And more to the ( , 

, point, why did her mother 

have to create such an 

almighty fuss about the 

mess on her uniform? No, 

that wonderful trainer didn't 

tell me about those little 

happenings! 

I really had to ask myself if I was cut 

out for this. My teenage son said 

perhaps I could apply for a job at the zoo 

instead! A little judgmental you might 

think but he did point out that the 

animals don't talk back. He was 

obviously thinking of the day he came to 

help with knots and lashings. He did a 

great job and resisted the temptation to 

practise his knotting skills on Emily. She 

had an unfortunate habit of questioning 

every instruction, even the one about 

washing one's hands after visiting the 

bathroom! I think that child must have 

been born saying "why?" 

I struggled along, week by week, and 

was surprised by a visit from the district 

leader. "We're having a district camp", 

she said. "Can you come with the 

brownie guides?" I convinced myself 

that I could survive a whole weekend in 

the brownie guides' company and 

agreed to take part. Some weeks later, 

with fees collected and forms completed 

(you have no idea how many parents 

forgot to sign one part or the other) we 

boarded the bus for camp. 

/*/ 
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Written by Pat James, from 

her own experiences 

with just a little fiction to 

help it along. The storm/ 

camp incident is entirely 

true but names have 

been changed. 

FEATURE 

When we arrived the guides went off 

to find a camp site to put up their tents 

and the brownie guides entered into 

long, intense negotiations about who 

was sleeping on a top bunk! It was like a 

mini session of the United Nations but 

common sense prevailed. Margaret was 

eventually able to understand that as a 

sleep walker she should not sleep on 

the top of a triple bunk bed, especially 

as the floor was concrete! Patricia 

needed to be close to the bathroom and 

Jane couldn't sleep without the light on 

so she had to be near the night light. I 

have often wondered why the powers 

that be don't insist on leaders having 

statistical, logistical and diplomatic 

qualifications! 

At last we were all settled in, 

belongings packed away, various 

contraband quarantined and off we went 

to spot koalas and possums by 

torchlight. Well, that was the idea but 

Megan screamed so loud each time a 

moth blundered into her that our hope of 

seeing non-flying wildlife disappeared. 

Saturday dawned fine and very hot 

so we ambled off to find the breeze and 

the guides. The camp sites were awfully 

dry and our guides had camped in a 

lush green little dip between two dry 

sloping areas. Julie, the guide leader, 

was as new as me and didn't see 

anything suspicious about all this green 

grass in a drought area. As a keen 

family camper I had seen this sort of 

thing before, and told Julie to watch for 

rain clouds and to consider moving the 

camp to higher ground. 

It was getting hotter and hotter so we 

headed back for lunch. We had just 

finished cleaning up when a tremendous 

lightning flash and huge clap of thunder 

exploded simultaneously and down 

came torrential tropical rain and 

hailstones as big as cricket balls. About 

ten minutes later the guides arrived,  

dripping wet, bubbling with the news 

that their camp site was flooded. Hot on 

their heels came their leader with her 

box of program material, a cassette 

player and a hairdryer! It seems they 

were having a grooming session at the 

time and she didn't want the hairdryer to 

be damaged by the metre high water 

which was cascading down the pretty 

green camp site. 

Under control 

We settled down to wait out the storm 

when we saw a flash and heard an 

explosion as a fluorescent light came 

crashing down from the ceiling. The 

building had been struck by lightning, 

the power lines came down and the girls 

exercised their lungs in a communal 

scream which reached a crescendo in 

perfect time with the thunder! Thank 

God and that wonderful trainer who 

insisted that a whistle could be very 

handy for wide games—three quick 

blasts brought a semblance of quiet, if 

not absolute calm, and I discovered that 

maybe I was cut out for leadership after 

all! Storms have never really bothered 

me and I was able to calm the other 

leaders and the girls as we set about 

assessing damage. The biggest 

problem was that we had no power, 

fridges and freezers full of food and a 

cook who was only happy in a cordon 

bleu kitchen! 

It stopped raining a few hours later 

but the power was still off so I built a 

cooking fire outside and proceeded to 

make an impromptu dinner. The roast 

beef and veg became a one-pot stew, 

the banana split became baked 

chocolate bananas cooked in foil and 

the melted ice-cream made a great 

milkshake! We rescued the kerosene 

lights from the guides camp (which 

looked more like a war zone) and the  

girls washed up. eventually falling into 

bed exhausted. There was something 

comforting about the voices of the 

electricity linesmen calling out to one 

another in the small hours as they 

repaired fallen lines and eventually 

restored power at midday on Sunday. 

We got home without any further 

problems and I crashed into my bed for 

12 hours. 

When Tuesday came I would not 

have been surprised if no one came to 

brownie guides. The girls had such a 

fright, the other leaders had been well 

and truly through the mill and the 

parents were frantic as the storm was 

very wide spread. I voiced my concerns 

but I need not have worried—salvation 

was at hand in the form of a 

seven—year—old. "Don't worry mum," 

she said "the brownies all loved the 

camp—it was cool". And sure enough, 

every single brownie guide came that 

day full of the excitement of camp—they 

wanted to go again soon! 

My confidence grew from that point—

maybe I did have what it takes to be a 

leader. I coped in a ferocious storm and 

became a diplomat, negotiator, friend, 

confidant and counsellor all in the space 

of one weekend. 

Phew! It seems the fickle hand of fate 

worked in my favour this time. 

Queensland 
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NATURE CALLS 

Kock pool 
etiquette 

by Martyn Robinson 

YOU'RE having a wonderful day at the 

beach. The sun's shining, the waves are 

breaking on the sand and you've had a 

swim. You decide to wander around the 

rocks with your siblings. They take a 

bucket and before you know it have 

raided several rock pools and have the 

bucket crammed with crabs, seaweed, 

anenomes and maybe a starfish or two. 

Do you (a) help them catch more? 

(b) shout at them to put them all back, 

(c) ignore them (d) none of the above. 

Hopefully you'll choose (d). 

Most of Australia's major cities are on 

the coast and our beaches get heavy 

traffic. If you consider most family 

groups with young children have at least 

one 'hunter' who wants to take home 

some rock pool souvenirs, it doesn't 

take long for kilograms of rock shelf 

fauna to disappear from our coasts. To 

this loss you can add what is taken by 

anglers for bait, what is collected by 

adults for food, plus deaths due to 

pollution, storms or natural predation. 

Needless to say, the poor little rock pool 

animals are having a hard time 

reproducing to cover these losses. 

What can you do? 

Many coastal rock shelves are protected 

from certain forms of collecting but 

someone has to check that people are 

doing the right thing. You could explain 

that the little animals and plants won't 

live for long in the bucket and they 

should be put back in their rock pools  

before they die. You can turn it into an 

educational experience by saying, "Let's 

watch what they do when we put them 

back home". If this doesn't work, have a 

quiet word with their parents explaining 

that the creatures their children have 

souvenired usually die and they'll stink 

the house out when they do (this works 

wonders with parents!). 

If the children are members of your 

own family or your unit you can either 

buy an Australian Geographic Seascope 

(RRP $29.95) or make a viewing bucket 

which looks like an ordinary plastic 

bucket with a glass or perspex window in 

the bottom. When this is pushed into a 

rock pool it works the same way as a 

glass bottomed boat allowing you to see 

the animals without the disturbance of 

ripples on the surface. With one of these 

as the beach bucket, two advantages 

result. One, you don't need to catch the 

animals to see them clearly and two, the 

bucket doesn't work if you put things in it! 

If adults are collecting from rock 

pools a different tack is needed. If a sign 

is present saying the rock shelf is 

protected, you can politely point it out as 

they may not be aware that collecting 

from the rock shelf is against the law. If 

this doesn't work, ring your local 

National Parks office and tell them 

people have been collecting from the 

rocks and the area should be checked 

by a ranger. A letter to the local 

newspaper can also help. The one thing 

that won't work with both young people 

and adults is an aggressive shouting  

match. With young people it might put 

them off biology for life and with both 

kids and adults they might destroy more 

just to spite you. A gentle approach is 

more successful. 

Attitudes are changing. Rock shelf 

fauna is coming back again to formerly 

bare rocks. Who knows, one day 

everyone might have a natural sense of 

rock pool etiquette. 

DO 

• foster an interest in the rock pool 

contents with young children. You 

probably did much the same when 

you were that age—they just need 

guidance. 

• replace any rocks exactly as you find 

them. Many animals' homes are at 

stake and many of the animals (all of 

the seaweeds) are fixed to the spot 

so they can't move to a better 

position if their home is overturned. 

report any major breaches of 'rock 

pool etiquette' to the local branch of 

National Parks service. They may not 

know otherwise. 

DON'T 

• go into dangerous or slippery spots 

on the rock shelf. Many people drown 

each year after being washed into 

the sea. 

• leave any rubbish behind. Old fishing 

line and plastic bags can be fatal to 

some marine animals. 

• forget to look in rock pools yourself! 

There's lots of fascinating things to 

see! 
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Good turn caterpillar 

 

You need: 

• cardboard 

• textas, pencils, scissors 

• 20 cent piece 

• jar lid 

1. Trace around the jar lid on to the cardboard—this makes 

the caterpillar's head. 

2. Trace around the 20 cent pieces directly underneath the 

previous circle, making several smaller circles in a line 

for the caterpillar's body. 

3. Decorate. 

How to use this: 

This activity is suitable for girls aged up to 10 years. For each good turn, the 

girls can write down their good turn or colour in one body circle of the 

caterpillar. It is quite an effective way of making the girls aware of their 

behaviour and good turns. Next time the unit meets they could add up how 

many good turns their unit has done. 

Lisa Frederick, Junior Leader, South Australia 

MN. 

IDEAS FOR ACTION 

Cinderella 
BROWNIE guides help at home, are 

wide awake and make and create. 

"Cinderella had to work hard every 

day doing the household chores. But 

she worked willingly, always with a 

song in her heart." 

A help at home game and/or broom 

sweeping relay: 

"One day invitations to the Prince's ball 

arrived at the house. Cinderella found 

hers torn into little pieces so she put it 

together again." 

Invitation jigsaw: 

An invitation to the Prince's ball is 

written on cardboard and cut into 

jigsaws for sixes to assemble. 

"Cinderella's fairy godmother comes 

and helps her to get ready for the ball. 

She changes a pumpkin into a coach, 

mice into horses, cats into footmen, 

dogs into coachmen and Cinderella's 

rags into a beautiful dress."  

Mime: 

The leader pretends to be the fairy 

godmother and the brownie guides 

pretend to do all of the changes. 

Make a dress: 

The brownie guides can make a dress 

out of crepe paper OR 

Scarecrow relay: 

One brownie guide for each six is 

dressed by the brownie guides in turn 

with dress up clothes. First six to finish 

wins. 

"Cinderella goes to the ball where 

she dances with the Prince and eats a 

beautiful supper" 

Musical ball: 

Brownie guides sit in a circle passing a 

ball around while music plays. When the 

music stops, the brownie guide with the 

ball goes into the middle, puts on 

Cinderella's dress and cuts a bar of 

chocolate with a knife and fork to eat. 

Music starts, the brownie guide sits 

down and the ball goes around the 

circle. 

"At midnight Cinderella runs from the 

ball leaving one glass slipper behind. 

The next day the Prince finds his true 

love by finding the one that the slipper 

fits." 

Lost slipper: 

Brownie guides place one shoe each in 

middle of the room. Lights off, first 

brownie guide to find their own shoe is 

the winner. 

Waves 

Girls form two lines on opposite 

sides of the hall—one is the 

waves, the other girls are 

kneeling on the 'beach' a short 

distance away from the wall. The 

waves quickly agree on a number 

and stand in line, holding and 

swinging hands. They chant 

numbers from one and when they 

reach their chosen number, they 

run across to catch the girls on 

the beach. The girls on the beach 

try to run home (the wall). and 

those caught join the waves. 

Raylene Thomas 

Tailem Bend Brownie Guides 

South Australia 
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Gumnut guide 
badge 

IZIE••3112, 

Guides may wear the small gumnut 

guide badge on their uniform. The 

badge is to be placed on the sash 

next to the brownie guide link badge. 

Australian Guide Adviser 

IDEAS FOR ACTION 

Little Red Riding Hood 
Guides keep fit, have fun out-of-doors and are wide awake. 

Little Red Riding Hood is to take a 

basket of good healthy food to 

Grandma. 

Healthy food relay: 

Place assorted pictures of healthy and 

unhealthy food in the centre of the 

room, upside down. Brownie guides run 

in from their six corners in turn to pick up 

pictures. The healthy foods go into their 

six basket for Grandma. Six with most 

healthy foods wins. 

Little Red Riding Hood walks 

through the woods to Grandma's 

house. 

Bush trail: 

Lay trails outside (coloured wool, stick 

arrows) which include a message from 

the big bad wolf: 

Grandma would like you to do your 

best, so match these shapes in 

nature for a test. 

The message includes shapes such 

as circle, triangle, square, straight line 

etc. 

Little Red Riding Hood enters 

Grandma's house where the wolf 

awaits: 

"Oh Grandma, 
what big hands 

you have!" 

"All the better to hold you with my 

dear". (nose—smell, eyes—see, 

ears—hear, teeth—eat) 

Round Robin of sense activities: 

Touch—objects in bags or socks to 

identify by feeling (eg paper clip, 

rubber band, reel of cotton, match 

box, small coins, balloon, pencil 

sharpener, spoon, raw sausage in 

plastic). 

• Smell—blindfold, pass items for all to 

smell then identify (eg baby powder,  

rosemary, mixed spice, tomatoes, 

curry powder, roses or pot pourri, 

coffee, vegemite, eucalyptus leaves). 

Sight—play Kim's Game with the 

items found on the trail. Look at the 

items for one minute, cover and 

remember. 

Hearing—make different sounds to 

be identified. For example, pour 

water, shake rice in container, break 

sticks, tear paper, snap scissors, 

sharpen pencil, snap rubber band, 

screw up paper, bang lid on 

saucepan, strike a match 

Taste—blindfold and taste different 

foods and identify, such as soy 

sauce, marshmallows, cheese 

biscuits, porridge oats, hundreds and 

thousands, treacle and sweet bread. 

Little Red Riding Hood tells the wolf 

to get lost and rescues Grandma 

from the cupboard. 

Dorothy Lapham and Sue Baron 

Western Australia 

 

Paper jet! 

 

Cut out a plane shape in thin 

cardboard. Attach a piece of 'thick 

shake' straw to the plane. Place a 

piece of Blue Tak in the end of the 

thick shake straw—adjust the weight 

for balance. Place a normal thin straw 

in the thick straw and blow—your jet 

should fly! 

 

South Australia 
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IDEAS FOR ACTION 

Make a wish come true for the 
girl guides of Kiribati 

Guiding in Kiribati 	Bus for Kiribati week 
13-17 May 1996 

THE GIRL GUIDES OF KIRIBATI made 

a wish 'they wished for a mini bus to 

take leaders and girls to meetings at 

night and camps'. 

Girl guides of Australia can help 

make this wish come true by raising 

funds to purchase a bus. 

Australia is a 'lucky country' with 

great mineral and agricultural wealth, 

large cities, vast open spaces, beaches 

for swimming, mountains for skiing, 

bush for exploring and much, much 

more! 

Kiribati is not as fortunate! 

• there are no rivers, lakes or hills 

• the soil is unfertile 

• the only agricultural export is 

copra 

• there are only a few cars 

• there is no television 

Kiribati pronounced 'Kiribas' is 

situated on the equator, north east of 

Australia in the Pacific Ocean. It 

consists of 33 coral atolls in three main 

groups, which cover millions of square 

kilometres. 

Kiribati was previously known as the 

Gilbert Islands, and was annexed by the 

United Kingdom in 1915. In 1977 it 

became a republic within the British 

Commonwealth and adopted the name 

Kiribati. 

Capital: 

Population: 

Language: 

Currency: 

Religion: 

Tarawa 

70,000 

Kiribati and 

English 

American dollar 

Catholic 50% 

Protestant 40% 

1926 Guiding began in 1926 but 

stopped during World War II when 

the country was occupied by the 

Japanese. 

1957 It was re-started as a region of 

The Girl Guides Association of 

the United Kingdom. 

1989 The Girl Guides of the United 

Kingdom signed a Deed of 

Transfer giving the Kiribati girl 

guides self government. 

1989 The Girl Guides Association of 

Kiribati was admitted to the World 

Association of Girl Guides and 

Girl Scouts (WAGGGS), at the 

World Conference in Singapore. 

The Promise 

I promise to do my best 

To do my duty to God 

To serve my country and help other 

people and 

To keep the guide Law. 

Sections 

Sunbeams, Guides. Rangers. 

Program 

An eight point program which gives girls 

the opportunities to develop: 

• physical fitness 

• the mind 

• out of door enjoyment 

• creativity 

• service to others 

• character 

• human relations 

• homecraft skills 

Membership: 

Re % of female population— 

Kiribati = 1.26% 	Australia = 0.8%  

Make this a special week to hold 

combined activities with other units and 

districts. 

Photos will be available from state 

PR advisers. Two sets of slides are 

also available. 

Catch a bus departing from your 

meeting place to visit another district. 

Add 10 cents to the bus fare and 

donate it to 'Bus for Kiribati'. 

Walk instead of catching the bus and 

donate the fare. 

• Sell coconut ice. 

• Weave a basket. 

• Cut out a 'money' bus. 

• Make a 'money' bus mobile. 

Funds raised are to be sent to your 

state headquarters by  29 November 

1996. They should be marked 'Funds for 

Kiribati Bus'. 

Bus for Kiribati 
badge 

A special 'Bus for Kiribati' badge is 

available from your Guide Shop in cloth 

and metal which may be worn on the 

uniform by guides of all ages from 

March 1996 to March 1997. This is the 

'special event' badge for 1996. The sale 

of each badge helps raise the funds 

needed to purchase the bus for Kiribati. 

Quantities are limited so rush to the 

Guide Shop today! 
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X Construct a bus using stencil from GiA. Enlarge 

if required. 

X  Make bus into a money box—each member to 

have one. Leaders or girls may like to make 

spare 'buses' into a mobile to hang in guide hall 

to remind everyone of their goal. 

X  Build a shelter using: pop-sticks, straw, 

cardboard strips, bark, matchsticks or grasses. 

X Use a suitable cardboard box decorate to protect 

your bus from salt air and spray. 

X Each girl to bring along a cardboard box and 

decorate to make their own bus to wear. 

Challenge their group to a race. Winners of each 

group to have a championship race. Pay to enter 

their bus. 

X In small groups decorate a large cardboard box 

as a bus. Have bus races taking it in turns to be 

the driver. (Cardboard boxes could have material 

straps over shoulder to hold bus up, or be 

narrow enough to hold). 

X  Using large cardboard boxes, each patrol to 

design a multi passenger bus with a driver to 

compete with other groups in unit or district. 

Entry fee. 

X  Draw a simple map showing Kiribati in relation to 

Australia and other major Pacific nations. 

Include the equator and latitude and longitude 

on the map. 

X Colour in the flag as per colour code. (April GiA) 

x Investigate how to get to Kiribati. How much it 

would cost and which methods are 

available—boats, aeroplanes, train. How 

frequently is this service available? 

X  Water is scarce on the atolls of Kiribati. There are a 

few wells—no lakes, creeks or dams. The 

government is encouraging people to work together 

to collect and store rain water. What suggestions 

could you make to assist with this task? 

IDEAS FOR ACTION 

Challenges 
Girls have the option of doing these challenges to raise funds for the Bus for Kiribati. They can buy 

a Bus for Kiribati badge to go with the 'Learners Permit' at the start of the challenge. On completion 

they receive a 'Kiribati Passenger License' which will be printed in the April issue. Let the girls 

choose which challenges to do or they may like to suggest some of their own. 

X  Make a woven headband from streamers (see 

next issue for instructions). 

X  Using a coloured paper square weave a 

placemat. 

X  Charge a coin entry and do the 'Bus stop' dance. 

Have a competition to see who can 'bus stop' the 

longest without making a mistake. Entry fee to 

go into the 'bus'. 

X  Write new words, to a familiar tune, about the 

need to fulfill Kiribati's wish for a bus, such as: 

Tune:  London's Burning 

Kiribati needs help, Kiribati needs help 

Raise some money, Raise some money 

Bus, bus, Bus, bus 

Wish come true, Wish come true 

X  Sing 'The Wheels on the Bus' make up own 

verses. 
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X  Buy a coconut and drink the milk. Break open 

coconut and eat the flesh or if coconuts are 

unavailable make 'mock' coconuts and play ten 

pin coconuts. Charge for an attempt (money into 

bus) winner gets a small prize. 

X  Make coconut ice or coconut macaroons, wrap 

attractively and sell. Money to go in 'bus'. 

X  Weave a small plate to put your coconut ice or 

macaroons on for sale (see next issue for 

instructions). 

X Find a suitable place to dig a shallow trough. 

Light a fire, reduce to coals. Have a pile of green 

leaves to feed onto coals. Wrap a piece of fish, 

a small piece of sweet potato, carrot and 

pumpkin in foil. Put all 'meals' together, wrap in 

cabbage or similar leaves, bind together with 

wire. Suspend leaves over coals in pit using a 

tripod. Cook/steam/smoke for several hours. 

You will need to rotate the package every 1/4 

hour or so. Cooking time will depend upon 

number of 'meals'. Why not 'sell' dinners? 

X Make a woven plate to eat your meal from using 

date palm leaves or similar (see future GiA for 

instructions). 

V 

O 
O 
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LEARNER'S PERMIT 
KIRIBATI 

Name 	  

This Learning Permit entitles the 
bearer to learn about Kiribati and 
to help purchase a bus for their 

GIRL GUIDES guides. 

X Using a map of your local area, plan a bus route 

to show local sights and shopping centres, 

pinpointing emergency stops, such as chemist, 

doctor and police station. Charge a fare to ride 

on your 'bus'. Walk the route to see how 

accurate your map is and to really look at the 

sights. 

X. Your unit has been selected to present the bus 

to the Kiribati guides. Plan and perform a 'Hand 

Over Ceremony'. Send it to your state bus for 

Kiribati coordinator, c/- your state headquarters. 

 

IDEAS FOR ACTION 

 

More chaLi 

This learner's permit should be photocopied onto 

lightcard and given to each member electing to take up 

the challenge to give Kiribati a big present. At the 

completion of the challenge a 'licence' should be 

issued—see next month's GiA. For a full A4 sized sheet 

of the permit please contact your state office. 
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IDEAS FOR ACTION 
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Make a wish 
come true 

for 
Girl Guides 
in Kiribati 
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Put your coins 
in this 

MONEY BUS 

Destination 
KIRIBATI 

BUS FOR KIRIBATI 
An optional service project for 
guides in Australia 1996. 
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IDEAS FOR ACTION 

Craft ideas for Easter 
Decorating eggs 

THE art of decorating eggs 

goes back to the 4th Century, 

when it was against religious 

custom to eat eggs during 

Lent. Eggs were hard-boiled, 

coloured and given to children to 

play with. This Easter why not revive 

this traditional craft? 

You can use almost any type of egg. 

Chicken eggs are the cheapest but 

goose eggs are bigger and stronger. 

White eggs take colour better. 

Preparation 

Before you can decorate the 

eggs, you need to remove 

the contents or, at least, 

make sure they won't 'go 

off'. Hard-boiling the eggs for half an 

hour is the easiest method, but 'blowing' 

the eggs is fun! 

Wash the eggs in warm, soapy water 

and tap a metal meat skewer 

or long darning needle 

into the shell, making a 

hole at each end of 

the egg. Twist the end 

of a sharpened pencil in each hole to 

make it slightly bigger. 

Blow gently into one of the holes and 

the contents of the egg should come out 

of the other. To make this easier, mix up 

the contents of the egg with the needle 

before blowing over a container. 

When the shells are empty, wash 

them out and leave them to dry. If any 

eggs crack during this process, start 

again—it's very difficult to repair them. 

They can be decorated in lots of ways. 

Use the contents to make 

pancakes, an Easter cake, or 

cook omelettes for an end-of-

meeting snack. 

Paints and dyes 

Because 	many 

eggshells 	are 

brown, mottled and 

marked, a base coat 

of white paint may be 

needed before the girls' imaginations 

can go to work. Acrylic paints are 

effective and easy to use, and produce 

a good base coat for watercolour 

paints—shells can be greasy and oil and 

water don't mix. 

Aerosol paints are ideal for spraying 

a lot of eggs the same colour quickly. 

Line up the eggs on newspaper, spray 

one side, let them dry, turn and spray 

the other side. 

This is best done out of doors 

because the paint hangs in the air and it 

is dangerous to inhale it. A cheaper and 

healthier alternative is to use old 

hairspray bottles filled with poster paint. 

Alternatively, the eggs can be dyed 

with fabric dyes or food colouring. Add a 

few drops to a pan of boiling water, 

place the eggs in and boil for 20 

minutes, or until the required shade is 

reached. 

Potpourri 

Sweet-smelling eggs can be made with 

potpourri. Before blowing out the egg's 

contents, make several extra holes in 

the shell. Cover them with sticky tape 

while blowing the egg. Then widen the 

hole at the bottom of the egg using a 

pencil or narrow nail-file. Once 

decorated, fill the egg with fine potpourri 

and cover the hole with coloured tape or 

ribbon. 

The finished eggs make delightful 

Easter presents. 

Bunny bookmark 

Materials: 

• 6cm white lace 25cm long 

• 3mm pink ribbon, 25cm long to 

insert in lace 

1 white felt circle 6cm in 

diameter 

• 1 white felt rabbit head shape 

• 2 pink felt ears 

• 2 10mm eyes 

• 2 6mm white pompoms 

• 1 4 or 5mm pink pompoms 

• small amount pink embroidery 

cotton. 

Instructions: 

Insert ribbon into lace—use tiny 

dots of glue to hold at ends. Place 

white rabbit head shape on table, 

glue pink ears in place, place lace 

on top (fi way across the face 

part)—glue in place. Glue white 

felt circle on top of that. Glue 

eyes, pompoms for nose, and 

cotton whiskers. 

Sonya Dyer, South Australia 
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HEALTHY LIVING 

Raging 

Hormones 
by Pip Rogers 

TO those contemplating 

teenage girls from a 

generation removed, they seem to 

speak some mysterious language 

that changes as quickly as the 

weather. They seem alternately wild 

or sullen, vague or fanatical, 

affectionate or threatening. They 

live in a world that has changed 

dramatically since we were their age, 

and they are undergoing enormous 

changes within themselves. No 

wonder the idea of taking on a group 

of teenagers strikes terror and 

gloom into even the strongest of 

hearts. 

With this in mind, what do 

leaders need to learn about today's 

teenager if we are to meet at least 

some of their needs? What 

knowledge and advice can we offer 

as she wrestles with the many 

changes her body is going through 

and with the expectations our 

changing society is placing on her? 

Here's the first of a two part article 

to help you deal with raging 

hormones. 

Pre-menstrual syndrome 

Girls today face an earlier menarche 

(beginning of menstruation) than did 

their fore-mothers. When guiding 

began, a girl usually started her periods 

at approximately 13 or 14. Nowadays 

girls can start as early as 10 or 11. 

Menopause used to occur in the early 

40s or even late 30s; today it is more 

common in the late 40s or even mid-50s. 

However, menstruation still brings with it 

the dreaded PMS. The difference today 

is that PMS is better understood. 

The bloating, nausea, cramps, 

cravings and mood changes that used 

to be put down to 'hysteria', are now 

understood to be caused by hormones 

and much can be done to alleviate the 

symptoms. Leaders can teach their girls 

that salt is a big culprit in PMS. The 

body has a tendency to hang on to salt 

and the water to carry it. This salty water 

is stored in the breasts and pelvic 

organs, causing soreness, bloating and 

constipation. It is also stored in the 

brain, which, because it can't expand 

the way other soft tissue can, suffers  

from a real physiological pressure, 

resulting in depression, irritability and 

cravings, especially for sugar and 

chocolate. 

Advise girls suffering from PMS to 

avoid salt, especially in the two weeks 

before their periods. In addition to its 

obvious presence in foods such as 

potato chips, peanuts and fast foods, 

salt is hidden in many foods that don't 

taste salty. For example, there is a full 

day's requirement of sodium in a cubic 

inch of cheese. Girls should also drink 

lots of water (not just liquids such as 

milk, soft drink, tea or coffee, which 

carry their share of dissolved 'goodies', 

but clear, empty water, which will allow 

the kidneys to carry off extra salt). 

Body image 

Girls have to get used to a changing 

body image at menarche. Enlarging 

breasts (and it is common for one to 

grow more quickly and remain larger 

than the other); rapid growth spurts that 

can result in temporary clumsiness; 

body hair growth and skin changes are 

GiA March 1996 	
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L—R Vicki Webster, Letitia Goodman, Yvette Myhill and Fiona Ross. Photo: Maree Myhill, 

New South Wales. 

HEALTHY LIVING 

things all girls experience to varying 

degrees. They need reassurance that 

this is a normal part of growing up. Don't 

hesitate to enlist the help of a health 

professional to lead a discussion on 

these topics with your unit, especially if 

you feel uninformed or unable to do so 

yourself. 

Breast self-examination 

PMS and excess caffeine can lead to 

lumps and soreness in breasts. This is 

information that many of us have 

learned well into adulthood, but which is 

important for teenage girls. You, or a 

health professional, can talk to your unit 

about this, using it as a natural starting 

point for a discussion on the importance 

of breast self-examination throughout 

each woman's life. 

Fads and fashion 

Our society is intent on using images of 

slim, tanned, conventionally attractive 

girls and women to sell anything from 

clothes, to the latest perfume or 

cosmetic, to beer and automobiles. 

Many girls feel they must measure 

themselves against these images and 

strive to conform. So, when the chubby 

young pre-teen suddenly stretches out 

into the lanky adolescent while her 

formerly string-bean friend develops a 

full figure, both can become confused 

about their self-image. When the 

smooth skin of a pre-teen starts 

blossoming with pimples, many 

adolescents just want to dive for cover. 

You can help your girls learn the 

basics of proper cleansing and the 

importance of good nutrition on skin and 

hair. Likewise, you can help them 

understand the pitfalls of the many 

'reducing/slimming/toning/rejuvenating/ 

cleansing/etc.' diets that are around  

today. The only sure way to lose weight 

and keep it off involves a change of 

approach to one's eating and exercise 

habits. A poor self image and a faulty 

perception of what every female body is 

meant to look like can lead to anorexia 

and bulimia, two eating disorders that 

sadly are on the rise among young girls 

today. If you suspect a girl in your unit is 

suffering from either of these tragic and 

life-threatening conditions, get in touch 

with her parents. This girl needs 

professional help. 

Above all, you can help your girls 

know that people come in all shapes 

and sizes and that beauty is not only in 

the eye of the beholder. It comes from 

within. The happy person works with 

what she has and judges her worth and 

attractiveness by the standards that will 

build her self-esteem. 

Nutrition 

Did you know that people of 19 or 

younger are increasingly requiring gall 

bladder surgery? The combination of 

sugar and fat in so many fast foods and 

junk snacks is a major factor in this 

alarming problem. It also causes a rise 

in acne and weight gain. 

Straight talk with girls of this age 

about the perils of salt, sugar and fat  

consumption in large quantities can help 

them make nutrition decisions that could 

stay with them for the rest of their lives. 

Tell them that a `quick-fix' of a chocolate 

bar, cola, or other snack to get energy 

can actually backfire on them an hour or 

two later when a hypoglycaemia slump 

following the sugar high causes a loss in 

concentration, poor judgement ability 

and often moodiness. Point out the 

benefits of healthy snacks and a 

balanced diet. Better yet, have them do 

some research on the subject 

themselves as a team project. Libraries 

and health facilities can provide all the 

resources they need. Challenge them to 

clean up their nutrition act and replace 

junk and fast foods with fruits, 

vegetables, unprocessed proteins and 

whole grain cereals and breads. And, of 

course, emphasize the importance of 

exercise to complement a healthy diet. 

Printed with permission, Girl Guides of 

Canada. Dr Marion (Pip) Rogers, of 

Vancouver, B.C., has been involved in 

guiding as a girl and an adult for 40 

years. She is currently a member of the 

National Membership Committee and 

has been a family practice doctor for 25 

years. 
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What a wonderful year it promises 

to be. The challenge this year is 

for us all to work solidly to lift the 

profile of the Association. 

Those of us working in all sectors, 

business, government, and 

community services will have 

concluded in the last few years 

that the only sure thing in our day-

to-day living is 'change'. Change 

brings with it new challenges. In 

the workplace we are all having to 

adapt to meet the changing 

environment. If we do not adapt 

then we get left behind and our 

job ceases to be. 

Similarly in the Guide Association, 

our consumers (guides) are a 

highly critical public demanding 

fashionable, quality, services. We 

have to adapt to suit the current 

marketplace. Our product must be 

packaged to meet current trends 

and marketed skillfully if we are to 

retain our members. 

We can be confident in the fact 

that changes to be introduced this 

year are supported by advice from 

the marketplace. The challenge 

now is to sell and deliver the 

product. To do this we need to 

keep informed and to introduce 

the changes enthusiastically. The 

product is good and if we can 

market and deliver it well our 

enthusiasm will bring the girls 

back through our doors week after 

week. 

Go forth with enthusiasm! 

Dorothy Price 

State Commissioner 

Giant Link Up 

30 March 1996 

Elder Park 

Australian Guide 
Jamboree 1997 

SA 
When? 27 Dec 1996 to 3 Jan 1997 
Where? Douglas Scrub, SA. 
Watch for 'Scrubby' 
to update you. Loxton Brownie Guides had a fairy theme 

for their last pack holiday. Photo: T Eerden. 

I'm proud to be a 

1st Plympton/Kurralta Park 

Brownie Guide 

• Playing with playdough at advanced 

leadership training and plasticine at a 

ranger leaders weekend! Who said 

training wasn't fun! Check your 

training calendar and book now! 

❖ South Australian and Victorian 

Latvian guide and scout units held a 

combined camp at Iron Bank. 

❖ Crystal Brook District recently 

celebrated 40 years of post-war 

guiding with a reunion. Many guiding 

people, past and present, were 

welcomed in sign language by the 	B 

brownie guides, and enjoyed the 	R 

glimpses of the past provided by the 	0 

displays and guest speakers. W 

Dorothy Price spoke of the future and 	N 

the new Australian Guide Program. 	I 

Displays were set up in shop E 

windows in the main street for public 

viewing throughout the week. 

• Loxton Brownie Guides entertained 	U 

their 'adopted grandmas' at I 

Christmas time. The 'adopted 

grandmas' are senior citizens, most 

of whom live near the guide hall. 

They join the brownie guides for all 

sorts of occasions and both young 

and old benefit! Well done! 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA NEWS 

by Lori Jayne McDonald 

(aged nine years) 

is for being together for a long time 

is for remembering 

is for our uniform 

is for always meaning well 

is for nice and caring 

is for intending to help 

is for earning badges 

K is for kindness 

U is for you always should have a smile 

R is for respecting others 

R is for remembering others 

A is for you always care for others 

L is for liking each other 

T is for staying together 

A is for accepting kindness 

P is for playing with others 

A is for accepting goodness 

R is for making room for other people 

K is for Kurralta Park Brownie Guides 

is for girl guides 

is for you can get enrolled 

is for important 

D is for doing what you are told 

E is for everlasting brownie guides 

S is for successful work. 
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There is always so much 

happening it's difficult to decide 

what to write for CiA. This month 

while I was 'contemplating', I 

received 	an 	unexpected 

telephone call from members of 

the 	Western 	Australian 

contingent attending the Program 

and Training Conferences in 

Sydney. With excitement they 

told me that the conferences were 

going very well and there were so 

many exciting ideas to be 

implemented. This whetted the 

appetite but, wouldn't you know it, 

they ran out of coins! By now the 

first 	meeting 	of 	region 

coordinators has happened and 

you will have the latest news. 

Guiding has grown and 

developed over the past 80 

years., but it is now time to be 

innovative in our thinking and 

presentation. With the new 

Australian Guide Program, we will 

achieve this. No matter what 

changes are made in the future, 

our main purpose is to ensure 

that our young members develop 

and grow to their full potential and 

as individuals. The past has been 

fantastic but just think what the 

future holds. 

I am pleased to announce that 

Miss Kristina Nilsson has been 

appointed Assistant State 

Commissioner. Kristina has been 

chairman of state youth council for 

the past two years, is also a guide 

leader and a reserve member of 

the world conference team. 

Janis Wittber 

State Commissioner 

News from the West 

A budding Lockridge gumnut guide being 

bathed in an esky. Photo: E A Hill. 

Last year, Lockridge, Morley and 

Bayswater brownie guides had a 

wonderful trip to Kalgoorlie. Tours 

included the hospital, various mines, 

camel and emu farms. No one's exactly 

sure why, but after the farm visits, brown 

owl's daughter was in dire need of a 

bath. What better place for a bath than 

in an esky! After bath time, bootscooting 

proved to be a real hit with brownie 

guides and leaders. All too soon, the 

action packed week drew to a close. To 

the Kalgoorlie brownie guides—a big 

'thank you' for allowing us to use the hall 

as our sleeping quarters. 

E A Hill 

Lockridge Brownie Guides 

+ During 1995 two wonderful books 

were published, both of which will be 

appreciated by guiding members and 

the community. 

History of all kinds must be 

preserved. Unless it has been 

documented and recorded, society 

would mean very little. Thanks to 

Jessie Lowrie for her painstaking 

efforts to have published Memories 

of Guiding & Scouting Days, 

Northampton & Elsewhere, guiding  

and scouting will not be forgotten. 

The book contains a great deal of 

information about both Associations, 

and includes old photographs. 

As with preserving our social history, 

the environment at Paxwold will be 

preserved better than it has done 

before thanks to the publication 

Paxwold Bushland, by Brenda 

Newby. Through Save the Bush 

Program, a federal government grant 

was obtained for the girl guides to 

assist Brenda in documenting all the 

flora and fauna in the booklet. It was 

launched at Paxwold by Peter Foss, 

our then Environment Minister, under 

clear blue skies and the ever watchful 

eyes of the friendly magpies. Brenda 

has also compiled information and 

activities which are available to users 

of Paxwold. 

Showing the way 
with trees 

(As printed in the Midwest Times) 

The Baxter family property, Petroden, 

south of Morawa, is a source of pride for 

guiding's Lyn Baxter and her family. 

They began a tree planting project some 

15 years ago, which has not only 

beautified their property, but has greatly 

aided their water and salt control 

problems. The enormous amount of 

work her family have put into landcare 

will ensure their land remains 

agriculturally productive for many more 

generations yet. Keep up the planting 

Lyn, Western Australia needs you! 
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Where did the last five years go? 

It doesn't seem so very long since 

I was writing my first message 

and here I am writing my last. 

So many things have happened 

during this time in my guiding and 

my personal life. I have become a 

grandparent (twice) and like 

everyone else. have suffered the 

recession. We have had the worst 

drought in living memory and 

many changes in legislation and 

government policy to cope with. 

Guiding numbers have dropped 

and I have felt very sad about that 

and a degree of responsibility too. 

We have had wonderful camps 

and events. I have experienced 

guiding all over the state and met 

and made so many friends. 

Jumbunna, during the holidays 

was yet another marvellous event 

organised by a dedicated team of 

leaders. 

I can't thank everyone by name 

but I must mention the support 

given to me by my assistants Pat 

and Dallas and the wonderful 

advisers, committee chairmen, 

and region commissioners who 

have worked with the team during 

the past five years. The staff at 

headquarters have coped with all 

the challenges we have given 

them and I thank them for that. 

I wish Elizabeth and her team as 

fulfilling a term as we have had. 

I'm sure they will need all your 

support in the challenging time 

ahead. In conclusion I will just say 

"thank you for having me". 

Ann Fletcher 

State Commissioner 

Farewell and thank you 

On behalf of members throughout 

the state, we extend sincere thanks 

to outgoing state commissioner, Ann 

Fletcher and her assistants, Dallas 

Langdon and Pat Griffiths. 

Ann has visited and attended 

events in regions all over the state, 

and met many members during her 

travels. Those members will always 

remember that the state 

commissioner came for a visit. The 

end of an era is always poignant and 

yet filled with anticipation for the 

future. We hope that the retirees will 

enjoy new and interesting pursuits. 

In the presence of the Governor, 

Ann was conferred an Honorary Earl 

of Shaftesbury at the naming of 'Lake 

Arethusa' to honour guiding for the 

service to the community, particularly 

the disadvantaged. 

Welcome 

Elizabeth Gilchrist begins her term as 

state commissioner at a very exciting 

time in the Association's history—the 

introduction of the first wholly Australian 

designed program. That could be seen 

as a very auspicious omen! 

Experiencing guiding at different 

levels in Australia and the United States 

of America, Elizabeth also brings to the 

position the sum total of her life's 

considerable experience from which 

guiding will benefit. 

We bid Elizabeth and her team a 

very warm welcome. 

Your new state editor 

Ann Wyrill is no stranger to 

guiding—she began her career as a 

seven—year—old brownie guide in 

Nairobi, Kenya and is currently one of 

the leaders with a guide unit at Jindalee. 

Ann has served on state council, is a 

member of the guide choir, holds 

endorsed camping qualifications and 

has attended a number of large guide 

camps. 

Ann is currently employed as a part-

time Project Officer/Development 

Officer with SPELD Queensland 

Incorporated, a non-profit community-

based organisation assisting people 

with specific learning difficulties and 

disabilities, and is currently the editor of 

SPELD News. 

We wish Ann well in her new position 

and know that she will do a great job. 

Don't forget to send all your 

contributions to Ann c/- headquarters. 
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Did you ever write a 'story' at 

school titled 'A Walk in the Bush'? 

I did, and for the first time for quite 

a while I'm writing another one. 

This walk was special. We have 

had rain on the central coast of 

NSW, and the bush was fresh and 

green—there was a surprising 

variety of wild flowers and water 

rushing over a rocky waterfall. 

The company was special too—

brownie guides, guides, leaders, 

trefoil 	guild 	members, 

commissioners and Doris Riehm, 

Chairman of the World 

Committee of WAGGGS. 

Doris was the first to clamber up 

the slippery rocks and join the 

children close to the water—they 

laughed and talked and 

photographed each other. 

Guiding bridges generations, 

countries and 'positions' doesn't 

it? Caroline, a guide, was 

especially knowledgeable about 

the bush—I learnt quite a lot as 

she shared her interest in 'bush 

tucker', plants and trees—I felt 

very proud that a guide shared 

Australia's special wonders with 

our world chairman. 

As I write, our new program is 

being created ... it will make a 

positive difference. As long as 

there are guides and leaders with 

their hearts in the right place, 

willing to share their friendship, 

with the world around them we 

will continue to ... 'share a secret 

drive ... to make this world a 

better place in which to be alive'! 

Liz Davies 

State Commissioner 

From here and there 

❖ Mudgee guides and brownie guides 

have been seen out and about 

recently. Some joined their town's 

wine festival parade in a horse-led 

dray and trap, others roller bladed 

and rode bikes down the main street. 

A display in the library window also 

turned heads. The brownie guides 

chose Past and Present as their 

camp theme at which Florence 

Nightingale made a ghostly 

appearance as first alder! 

+ Is this a record? Beryl Carrington and 

daughter, Ann Miles have been 

leader and assistant leader of 1st 

Toongabbie Guide Unit for 30 years. 

Beryl's service goes back even 

further, starting with 1st Parramatta 

(St John's) before launching 

Toongabbie Guide Unit. Could it be a 

New South Wales or Australian 

record? 

+ Many described it as one of the last 

traditional Gang Shows—with fun, 

humour, colour and laughter, a show 

with innovative dance and music. 

Kirrawee Gang Show 1995 finished 

their season at the Sutherland 

Entertainment Centre with over 80 

guides and scouts and many more in 

support backstage. The songs of 

Ralph Reader, founder of the Gang 

Show, were given new life. 

The final show marked the last 

curtain for Gordon 'Davo' Davidson, 

who founded Kirrawee Gang Show in 

1959. He was director until 1980 and 

has been cast member and mentor 

since. A true entertainer, his 

experience will be greatly missed but 

his legacy will go on. Kirrawee Gang 

Show will return in two years, to train 

and entertain. 

Welcome 

As from this month, Robin Brown settles 

behind the word processor as state 

editor of GiA. Robin, a brownie guide 

leader from Bowral has recently 

completed a term on the state brownie 

guide sub-committee and as editor of 

'Chatterbox'. She brings a wide range of 

interests and a background in teaching 

and librarianship to the position. Having 

three daughters, a brownie guide, guide 

and a ranger guide will undoubtedly 

keep her abreast with the youth sector. 

My thanks to all who have 

contributed to GiA over the past five 

years; great stories, great photos and 

great fun! 

Trish Stuart 

Welcome to Lyn Barrett, Guide 

Adviser, Karen-Lee Henry, Program 

Adviser (a new position) and Robyn 

Lovie, Arts Adviser. 

Lyn has been involved as a guide 

leader and outdoor activities adviser in 

Ku-ring-gai Region. For two years she 

was involved as a commissioner and 

brownie guide leader with English 

speaking guides in Hong Kong. A 

Queen's Guide who has given 

something back! 

Karen-Lee will be well known to 

many as the state ranger adviser. She 

has served on a wide variety of state 

sub-committees and has been a 

member of state executive. As well as 

being a youth member from brownie 

guides to rangers, she has been a 

ranger guide leader and district leader. 

Robyn is a leader in Beecroft and a 

diploma trainer. A campfire leader 

extraordinaire, gang show enthusiast, 

all round creative talent, we can look 

forward to continued 'arty antics' around 

the state. 
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I love shopping and the 

opportunity to wander around the 

Sydney shops in January was fun! 

But, the best day of the holiday 

involved a ferry trip to Manly and 

walking through the National 

Park. The sun shone, there was a 

cool breeze and the views were 

spectacular—the outdoors at its 

best. 

It's no wonder so many girls tell 

me it's the opportunity to 

participate in outdoor activities 

they enjoy about guiding. 

Friendship is the other quality 

mentioned, especially through 

sharing experiences at camp. It's 

a bonus when the sun shines! 

One of the essential guiding 

fundamentals for any program is 

the outdoors and our girls should 

be encouraged to broaden their 

horizons and take part in different 

activities. The meeting could be 

held in the guide hall grounds or 

local park, take a trip to the 

regatta or a bike ride. The delivery 

of any aspect of the program is 

the key to enjoyment. If the girls 

are taking responsibility for their 

own program, we must work to 

provide the resources to enable 

them to do what they plan. 

Non-guiding people have a clear 

perception that guiding equates to 

being in the open air. 'Ross at 

Campbell Town' is out-of-doors! I 

look forward to seeing you all 

there and learning more of the 

Australian 	Guide 	Program 

firsthand. 

Diane Truskett 

State Commissioner 

Platy patter 

❖ Tasmania's ranger guides have been 

very active in the last couple of 

months. A recent bike-a-thon raised 

funds for the mini-bus for Kiribati. 

These enthusiastic young women 

were seen peddling along the coast 

line of Tassie's east coast. "It'll be 

easy", we heard them mutter, "it 

looks flat all the way!" However, 

riding into the wind and up tiny hill 

after tiny hill saw a few exhausted 

bodies when they finally reached 

Bicheno, the site for the night time 

activities. 

❖ Once again the ranger section was 

represented at the Tasmanian Youth 

Parliament Session at the end of 

1995. Fay Dixon and Lauren Bunker 

presented a bill for euthanasia in 

Tasmania, which was passed by a 

well read and prepared group of 

young future leaders. This is an 

excellent forum for the youth of the 

state to have a say and Fay and 

Lauren hope that more rangers will 

take part this year. 

Spaced out? 

If you think junior leaders are usually on 

another planet, spaced out and full of 

adventure, then the outer space wide 

game organised for the state junior 

leader weekend was most appropriate! 

It was hard to tell the leafy junior leaders 

from the trees as they navigated their 

way through space. Not only did this 

camouflage provide good cover for the 

stalking activities, but ample opportunity 

for some very funny photos, which some  

leaders, no doubt, wish to forget! Rope 

bridges were constructed to cross the 

untouchable space surface and rafts 

made to paddle through the molten lava. 

Luckily it was not real lava as most rafts 

were sub surface within a few minutes! 

Glug, glug! This was only one small part 

of a terrific weekend,. To find out more 

of what goes on, register for the next 

adventure. 

Bridgette Watts and Tennille Smith 

Junior Leaders 

What spirit! 

That intangible `guiding spirit' was 

evident once again at the 1995 Lady 

Bennett Trophy camping competition for 

guide patrols held at Ross, in 

conjunction with the Clark Trophy for 

scouts. In the midst of thunder, lightning, 

hail and torrential rain, one patrol was 

found sitting in an old ridge tent singing. 

When asked if they were all right, one 

replied, "I'm having the best time of my 

life!". Congratulations to Wattle patrol 

from 1sV2nd Ulverstone Guides—the 

fourth consecutive time the trophy has 

gone to a patrol from that unit. While the 

weekend is a competition with a winner, 

each participant won by successfully 

meeting all the challenges. 

Melinda Neal 

State Guide Adviser 

Ranger guides rug up for a night of 

adventure. Photo: Toni Hibbs. 
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How do you get today's girls to 

buy old fashioned values? This 

has surely got to be the biggest 

challenge we have as 1996 gets 

underway. We know from 

research that girls come to 

guiding for the outdoor adventure, 

friendship and fun, but underlying 

that is the fact guiding is about 

values, responsible citizenship, 

commitment and service. 

To retain a leading position in the 

community, to continue to be 

relevant and to strengthen the 

organisation, we know there is a 

need for constant change. We 

also know that 1996 will be a year 

of great change. Visions and 

values will not change, but the 

real essence of change will be in 

how we do things, not what we 

do. 

It will be exciting and fascinating 

as we try out different ways of 

doing things. Guiding could 

perhaps be paralleled with a good 

wine—the principles get better 

with age, the methods of selling 

and 'packaging' are different. 

Guiding must appeal to parents 

and children. Adults may want the 

values of guiding for their 

daughters, but in a world where 

more often than not children 

make the choice, a parent's 

decision may not be enough. 

The phrase 'nothing ventured, 

nothing gained' comes to mind 

when I think of the journey before 

us. Enjoy working through these 

new challenges with the girls. 

Heather Barton 

State Commissioner 

'This is fun!", says Harcourt guide leader, 

Rhonda McKay, enjoying her ascent. 

Photo: Victoria. 

❖ Enthusiasm for Christmas wrapping 

is spreading through city and rural 

districts. Ranger and ranger guides 

worked a night shift from 10.00 pm to 

10.00 am at Chadstone shopping 

centre. From over five regions, 143 

volunteered for the city shops and 

rural interest also increased. City 

proceeds will go to the Blind 

Association. The country group I 

came across thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience and were experts at 

wrapping odd shapes. Pity they had 

to be opened! 

Congratulations to all our paddlers in 

the Red Cross Murray River 

Marathon. Leaders proved practice 

makes perfect as they surpassed last 

year's time by 32 minutes. 

The ranger team in their kayak 

'Movers and Shakers' came third in 

their class. Evening meals were 

provided by regions bordering on the 

river and the 17 members and 

ground crew voted this a great  

success. A great effort by Bright Girl 

Guides Support Group who travelled 

the distance for their turn. The new 

guide hall at Echuca, complete with 

hot showers was most enjoyable and 

saved joining the camp queue of 

1,100 paddlers and 4,000 ground 

crew! 

Doris Riehm, Chairman of the World 

Committee, on a brief visit to 

Melbourne was entertained at the 

Guide Centre, where she met several 

members. During an ABC radio 

program, she spoke about the bond 

formed between girls who develop 

values through team work, 

challenges and outdoor activities and 

how parents encouraged their 

daughters to mix with others with 

different spiritual backgrounds and 

outlooks on life. On a worldwide 

basis, when girls are asked what 

issues they would like the Movement 

to be involved in, there is an 

increasing focus on issues such as 

sex, safety, crime and drugs. 

+ Guides 'Step Out for Victorian 

Babies' is the theme for this year's 

Royal Women's Hospital appeal. At a 

colourful launch on the Yarra River a 

'baby' was placed in an incubator 

aboard a large power boat with a 

flotilla of canoes and kayaks to 

farewell it to the first port of call, 

Williamstown. The 'baby' will travel 

84 days through to Mother's Day, 

visiting every region in the state with 

clever ideas to announce its arrival. 

Meeting mountain cattlemen on top 

of Mt Hotham, it will also attend baby 

shows, festivals, schools, shopping 

centres, sporting events and even a 

night club! Riding on Puffing Billy, 

being escorted by Harley Davidson 

motor bikes and being christened are 

also on the agenda. 
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There is much to be done before 

the launch of the new Australian 

Guide Program in July 1996. You 

will be hearing from the advisers 

and observers who attended the 

recent Program and Training 

Conferences, held at Sancta 

Sophia College, Sydney during 

January 1996. Input from each 

one of you will be important no 

matter how long you have been in 

guiding. 

At Northern Territory level we may 

need to reorganise our adviser 

positions, 	almost 	certainly 

creating a program adviser who 

will oversee all sections; as she 

could not do all the work it is likely 

that a consultant for each section 

would work with her. I will be 

discussing our needs with 

advisers and state council 

members to see how we can best 

represent all our members. 

Our Development Officer, Jan 

Smith, is settling in well. If you 

haven't made contact with her do 

drop in or invite her to your 

meeting. 

Suggestions are invited for ideas 

to help raise money for the 

continued sponsorship of the 

State Good Turn, a worthwhile 

project which I hope you will all 

wish to continue this year. 

Carrol Lynch 

State Commissioner 

1st Nightcliff Guides. Photo: Cheryl Flynn. 

New State 
Commissioner 

Sue Ride finished her term as state 

commissioner on 31 December 1995 

and on 1 January this year Carrol Lynch 

took over the Northern Territory's top 

guiding job. 

Carrol has held a number of 

positions in the NT over recent years 

including PR adviser, Darwin division 

commissioner and, most recently, state 

training adviser. Carrol was also a 

member of the ACE '95 planning 

committee. A nursing sister by 

profession, Carrol is currently working at 

the Darwin renal unit. 

Thanks, Sue, for a job well done, and 

welcome Carrol! 

Carols by candlelight 

Many Darwin division units contributed 

to making 3,000 candle holders, each 

with a brief Christmas message and the 

guide logo, for the annual charity Carols 

by Candlelight at the Darwin 

Amphitheatre. Heavy rain on the night 

did not dampen the carol singers' 

enthusiasm. An enjoyable night was 

had by all and good publicity was 

achieved for guiding. 

Part of the letter of thanks from 

Penny MacDonald, President of the 

YWCA reads: "As an Association whose 

objective is the support and 

empowerment of young women, we 

were particularly impressed and 

delighted at the enthusiasm and civic 

spirit of the young women who assisted. 

Please pass on to these admirable 

young women and their leaders our 

wholehearted gratitude and thanks for a 

job well done." 

Teddy Bears' 
Field Hospital 

Guides from several Darwin units 

practised their first aid skills on hundreds 

of teddy bears at Darwin's Bougainvillea 

Festival Teddy Bears' Picnic. 

A field hospital was set up at the 

Botanic Gardens and the guides 

donned their nurses caps and 

stethoscopes in preparation. Makeshift 

hessian and bamboo stretchers were 

prepared for some of the unwell teddies 

who spent the day recuperating from 

such injuries as fractured arms and eye 

wounds, and one teddy was placed on a 

drip to replace lost fluids. 

The girls provided TLC to over 500 

teddies, brought to the hospital by their 

concerned owners. Each was carefully 

placed on the examination table, their 

eyes checked, pulse taken and heart 

listened to. In consultation with their 

owners the appropriate treatment was 

given—bandaids, paws bandaged, or a 

shake of the magic baby powder. Those 

with more serious injuries such as 

broken legs required splints and an 

assurance that teddy would soon be 

well. 

It was a most successful day and a 

community service that was a lot of fun. 

The festival organising committee has 

booked the guides and their hospital for 

next year's Teddy Bears' Picnic. 

Cheryl Flynn 

PR Coordinator NT 
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Is this a first? 

FUND RAISERS 

Generate funds for your club or charity. 
PROVEN 
	

Delicious 	For details 
FUND 	HOME 	contact 

RAISERS. 	STYLE 	Narelle 

(008) 805 789 TOLL FREE 
WESTON BAKED FOODS Grosvenor St, Abbotsford 

FEATURE 

1ST MODBURY Brownie Guides and 

1st Ridgehaven Cubs, South Australia 

recently held what they believe may be 

the first joint pack holiday in Australia. 

The theme was American Indians 

and the 45 children-28 brownie guides 

and 17 cubs—stayed in the Old House 

at Woodhouse (a scout property in the 

Adelaide Hills). The activities began on 

Friday night making totem dolls to keep 

away the evil spirits. 

Saturday morning came early—too 

early for the leaders! In their totem 

groups, the brownie guides and cubs 

hunted 	through 	the 	gardens 

surrounding the Old House for 

ingredients to make Indian potions. The 

potions ended up looking good enough 

to drink but the smell was enough to 

turn any stomach! 

Making and painting totem poles 

was next on the list and amazingly 

there was more paint on the poles 

than on the cubs and brownie guides. 

After filling their stomachs, the long-

awaited activities on Challenge Hill 

called. Brownie guides and cubs tackled 

the obstacles with equal enthusiasm and 

ability, and over 30 obstacles in the hilly 

bush setting kept them busy for two hours. 

Learning some Indian sign language 

and songs, making pictures of Indian 

villages and warriors, making a head-

dress and god's-eyes and putting on 

their war paint for the evening meal kept 

the children busy. 

Sunday was a day for orienteering 

and a scavenger hunt. Games and 

message relays kept everyone on the 

go until lunch time. The brownie guides 

and cubs worked hard to clean the Old 

House before changing into uniform for 

Guides/Scouts Own and the closing 

ceremony.  

Both the brownie guides and cubs 

learnt a lot about each other, including 

each other's ceremonies. At the end of 

camp there was a rush to tell the 

parents how much they enjoyed the 

camp and could they have another one! 

Anne-Marie Turner 

Assistant Brownie Guide Leader 

and Assistant Cub Leader 

South Australia 

Photo: Ben Turner, South Australia. 
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FEATURE 

Membership figures 
Who cares? 

AVING a full unit of 30 

guides, the last thing 

on my mind was 

membership figures. I 

was planning the 

weekly 	program, 

camping, administrating, and recharging 

my leadership batteries at the 

occasional training. 

I was incredibly frustrated when I first 

became a leader. Without any previous 

guiding experience, I found no one 

could give me a simple definition of girl 

guides. 

All became clear after five years as a 

leader and I was hooked on the 

philosophy of guiding. I related my initial 

frustration in my farewell speech and 

surprised myself by stating that, "I would 

never go back into guiding to lead 

adults. Guiding is being with the girls 

and I would like to visit schools to inspire 

young people with what guiding has to 

offer". 

I'd discovered the true value of 

guiding and wanted to spread the 

message far and wide so all young 

people would have the opportunity to 

benefit from the guide program. 

Society has changed dramatically 

over the past ten years. In response, 

each state has extended their public 

relations and marketing departments. 

Gone are the days when the dinner 

party and school canteen conversation 

was enough advertising to keep our 

membership figures up. 

Are we still convinced of the value of 

guiding? The sort of conviction that 

makes your eyes light up at the mention 

of the word guide. 

• That makes you feel proud 

when you are introduced as a 

guide leader! 

• That brings tears to your eyes 

when you see 2,000 girls 

celebrating Thinking Day. 

• That makes your heart pound 

when a proud guide tells you 

she is writing articles for the 

camp newspaper. 

• That brings tears to your eyes 

when 'your' guide reads the 

farewell poem at their 

valedictory service. 

• That makes you feel safe 

when you recognise the 

nurse wheeling you to theatre 

for surgery as `your' guide. 

• That makes you feel 

worthwhile when three young 

people with severe disabilities 

have a reason to work sorting 

corks for recycling. 

I meet many girls and women who 

have a strong conviction to guiding but 

my contact with 'hands on' leaders is 

limited. I am focussed on the axle of the 

wheel of guiding, the administrative 

centre, where the major time 

commitment in the life of my peers is 

spent on guiding. For guiding to survive. 

the conviction must be on the rim of the 

wheel, the part that is constantly 

touching the ground, the largest part 

and the only part that leaves a mark! 

All components of the wheel must 

work together for the wheel to turn. The 

connection or communication between  

the axle and the rim, the part that gives 

the strength, are the spokes. The quality 

of the spokes determines the strength of 

the wheel. 

Back to membership. Are unit 

leaders concerned about membership 

figures? Are leaders truly committed to 

their belief in the value of guiding? I 

believe they are, not because of 

statistics but in their belief that as many 

girls as possible should benefit from the 

guiding program and contribute to a 

better world. 

I recently had the privilege of 

attending a WAGGGS Asia Pacific 

Region training on management in 

Hong Kong. Whist discussing WAGGGS 

peace initiatives, it was reported in the 

media that missiles were being flown 

over Taiwan. Peace was on the guiding 

agenda but obviously not on 

government agendas. We are offering a 

future to young people in a world where 

the future looks hostile and confused. 

I am strongly committed to the values 

of guiding and would love as many other 

girls and women to have the same 

opportunities. Yes, I am concerned 

about the membership numbers 

dropping. If you are too, let's show it in 

our daily lives. 

• Let your eyes shine at the mention of 

the word 'guides'. 

• Let the girls 'catch' guiding through 

your spirit. 

• Let the public see it in your actions. 

• Let the media hear it in your voice. 

And watch those membership figures 

rise! 

Merrill Cole, Australian Public 

Relations Adviser 

H 
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FEATURE 

Willing hands ! 
A MEMBER of South Australia's Noarlunga Trefoil Guild, who 

recently visited Foxlease, a guide property in England, 

reported the Australia Room looked tired and urgently in need 

of refurbishing. 

The Noarlunga Trefoil Guild feels this room reflects the 

attitude of Australia and considers upgrading it a priority. With 

help from other South Australian trefoil guilds, they decided to 

raise funds to purchase material to make doona covers and 

pillow cases. A large parcel has already been sent, but there 

is still a long way to go with the re-decorating which was last 

done 25 years ago. 

Your financial help would be appreciated. Donations large 

or small can be sent to Brenda Stone, 52 Eve Road, Bellevue 

Heights. SA 5050. Please mark donations `Foxlease' and 

make your cheque payable to Combined Trefoil Guilds Fund. 

Many members who stayed at Foxlease during an 

overseas visit, or were involved in guiding in the United 

Kingdom, will recall fond memories of the excellent facilities. 

Let's show the world Australia is proud to share a little of 

itself with everybody! 

Sonia Johnston, Secretary 

Noarlunga Trefoil Guild South Australia 

Lois Hempel and Bonnie Ellis, Kimba Trefoil Guild, sort 

stamps. Photo: Bev Siviour, South Australia. 

KIMBA TREFOIL GUILD are amazing. The Guild's 10 past 

leaders, district leaders and commissioners meet three or 

four times a year. What's so remarkable about this? Well, 

guides closed in Kimba about eight years ago. The Kimba 

Trefoil Guild, however, is still as busy as ever. At their last 

meeting, they spent approximately two hours sorting used 

stamps for the Lone Support Group, who sell the stamps to 

raise money to support Lone guiding. Kimba Trefoil Guild are 

an extremely friendly, happy group who remain great friends. 

It's most inspiring! Just goes to show the huge bond that 

guiding fellowship can develop. 

Extract from a letter from Bev Siviour, Region 

Commissioner, South Australia. 

Everything 
Glows! 

Fabulous fundraising after dark 
• 

, 	• 

j'Ccre 
1444,-6 

Bright glowies for evening fetes, carnivals, discos, 
concerts, cracker nights and barbeques 

A safe alternative to candles. Last for hours 
Glowing lightsticks, lightropes, bracelets, 

frisbees, balls and much more. 

CALL NOW FOR OUR FREE BROCHURE ! 
FINK INTERNATIONAL PTY LTD 

Phone: (03) 9589 4300 Fax: (03) 9589 4322 
Mobile: 018 346388 

CLASSIFIED 

Brownie 	guide 
	

holiday 

accommodation in natural 

bushland setting on Central Coast, 

NSW. Kooree Division guide cabin 

at Central Mangrove. All facilities 

including phone, 3/4 hour easy 

drive from Hornsby. $2.50 per 

person per day. Contact Jan Harris 

(043) 74 1294. 
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Victoria 	 Helen Whittington 

Judith McCutcheon 	 Barbara Wilson 

(deceased) 	 Victoria 

Wendy Tonks 	 Carolyn Maggs 

Isobel White 	 Kath Thompson 

Elsie Williams 	 Margaret Tomkins 

Tasmania 

Emu 	Margo Browning 

Kathy Cane 

New South Wales 	 Vicki Dow 

Boronia 	Robin Hill 	 Sue Folder 

Robyn Lovie 	 Sue Graves 

New South Wales 	 New South Wales 	 Northern Territory 

Margaret Alchin 	 Judith Cowell 	 Marg Rudwick 	 Bar to Wattle 
Susan Belling 	 Pam Davis 	 Evonne Sharman 

Barbara Black 	 Elizabeth (Sue) Evans 	South Australia 	 New South Wales 

Edith Green 	 Jean Healy 	 Pat Burgess 	 Evelyn Shorter 

Patricia Heath 	 Kathleen Howell 	 Eileen Dunstan 	 Queensland 

Rose Mason 	 Marlene Kneeshaw 	 Gwen Grieg 	 Ann Dyett 

Shirley Moss 	 Helen Lloyd 	 Helen Klose 	 Diane Jacques 

Robyn Oke 	 Madge Mallory 	 Tasmania 	 Pam McGoldrick 

Annette Saunders 	 Marjorie Marshall 	 Jenny Boyer 	 Anne Mitchell 

Dawn Sword 	 Beulah McGarry 	 Audrey Severn 

Northern Territory 	 Pauleen Meadows 	 Bar to Emu 	Ruth Voltz 

Maree Paul 	 Olive Miller 	 Tasmania 

Queensland 	 Doris Osmotherly 	 Queensland 	 Shona Squire 

Joan Barber 	 Vera Palmer 	 Margaret Perrin 

Denise Browne 	 Rosemary Pinder 	 Leader long 
Ann Bryan 	 Margaret Taylor 	 Wattle 	 service 
Alice Colnar 	 Edith Walsh 	 30 years or over 
Janet Jenkins 	 Dawn Wilson 	 New South Wales 

Heather Philo 	 Aileen Wilkinson 	 Shirley Browning 	 Queensland 

Lyn Pickering 	 Queensland 	 Karen-Lee Henry 	 Rae Clark 

Margaret Medley 	 Adelaide Bleakley 	 Sue Maple-Brown 	 South Australia 

Evelyn (Cherie) Merrit 	Alma Buckmaster 	 Queensland 	 Betty Brown 

Julianne Raymond 	 South Australia 	 Shirley McKay 	 Joan Cope 

Barbara Dean 	 Joy Trebelcock 	 Olwyn Traynor 	 Eileen Dunstan 

Coral Wade 	 Valma Moriarty 	 South Australia 	 Florrie Evans 

Ann Wyrill 	 Agnes Cameron 	 Carol Bockman 	 Thea Giles 

Tasmania 	 Zelma Thomas 	 Lois Gepp 	 Joy Izzard 

Fran Davis 	 Una Gruhl 	 Audrey James 	 Margaret Jones 

Jan Kasteel 	 Edna Shipley 	 Pam Marks 	 Dora McLeod 

Andrea Sund 	 Tasmania 	 Janet Martin 	 Phyllis Thompson 

Victoria 	 Vi Mead 	 Kay Moore 	 Nan Wallace 

Marion Evans 	 Phyl Wyatt 	 Cathie Pointon 	 Helen Whittington 

L—R Shirley and Margo 

Browning (mother and 

daughter) both started 

guiding in 1970 in New 

South Wales and both 

received their Wattle 

awards in 1995. What a 

team! 

Banksia 

 
 

AWARDS 
 

  

Sibyle Young 	 Rhonda Runge 

Phyllis Rutter 

GiA March 1996 	
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The Deaf 

By Erica Jay Wright, 7 Preston 

guides Victoria (11 years old) 

Sound is what the deaf don't hear. 

the sound of a car when it comes 

quite near. 

The pitter pattering of children's 

feet, and the dogs barking in my 

street. 

The sound of the waves against 

the ships at sea. 

The noises in the playground 

made by the children we see. 

The deaf can't hear the buzzing of 

a bee, or the sound of a 

kookaburra laughing in a tree. 

Hearing is so vital yet so easily 

lost, all the money in the world 

could not replace the cost. 

I should not say that all are sad. for 

some are very content. 

They live in a world of peace and 

quiet, they do not hear about world 

wide riots. 

As I was saying some are very 

content, they live in a world where 

messages are often sent. 

These messages are sent by 

signalling with one hand you see, 

they are not understood by you 

and me. 

So next time you are walking along 

a bush track, stop and listen to the 

sounds and remember the 

privileges that some lack. 

These people can't hear the 

sounds in the kitchen of the 

gourmet chef. 

These people I am talking about 

are the deaf. 

Dedicated to Mrs Stolarek 

because she enjoys my poetry. 

0IA March 1996 

YOUR SAY 

Letters Please! 

Thank you to whoever was responsible for the background of the new training 

adviser and international adviser for New South Wales. Such information gives 

us confidence that they are qualified and have the necessary experience. It 

also makes the early period of the appointment easier for them. It is wise use 

of the space available in OiA. 

At first glance one might be excused for wondering why it was thought 

necessary to mention that Pip Bloomfield is 'still a brownie guide leader'. On 

second thoughts the intention may have been to stress a point which has 

always been one of our strengths. Our trainers know from experience what they 

are talking about. I recall hearing a comment from an adult leader from another 

country say a similar thing when she learned that a trainer, whose sessions she 

had just found very valuable, was attached to a unit. She had been frustrated 

by trainings in her country. This time she would not go home and tell her 

husband, "That woman does not know what she is talking about. It would never 

work with the girls". Our trainers can experiment with their own unit with 

feedback from the patrol leaders' council for instance. I have been frank with 

rangers and asked their help and advice when preparing a requested session 

for a training. 

There are many ways to use the patrol system, as use it we must. if we are 

to give guiding to the girls at all levels. 

Merle Deer 

New South Wales 

Dear Mrs Wittber 

I had a great time on the State Brownie Guide 
Camp. I was very nervous when Mum and Dad 
took me to the bus station on Monday 
morning as I was the only one from my unit 
going on camp. I soon made lots of friends and 

had a great time. I have made many new friends and pen pals and have learnt 
a lot. I loved being with farmer Jackson and farmer AstlIe. They tucked us in every night and kissed U5 good night. I had so much fun in my cottage and I wish we had a state camp every school holidays. In fact I wish we had state camps instead of school! I think brownie guides i5 lots of fun and now I can't wait until I become a guide and go on more camps. I hope everyone enjoyed the camp as much 35 I did. 

Lots of love 

Nikita J Bars* 
1st Carine Brownie Guide , Western Australia 
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FUNDRAISING 
All Year Pound with ... 

BULBS & COTTAGE PERENNIALS! 

THE BENEFITS TO YOU! A HUGE 40% DISCOUNT 
e.g. you make $1.00 on every $2.50 packet! 

Contact us now!Ph: (03) 9756 6766 
Fax: (03) 9756 7844 

THE BLUE 

DANDENONGS 
DANDENONG BULB FARM 
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Post Box News 
T seems strange to be 

writing this message 

as the Australian Post 

Box Secretary! Many 

readers 	would 

recognise my name as 

Queensland's state editor and a regular 

contributor to GiA. I began my guiding 

career as a youth member in England 

and am now a brownie guide leader, a 

region 	arts 	consultant 	and 

Queensland's assistant international 

adviser. I am really looking forward to 

working with post box secretaries in 

Australia and overseas, and happily 

anticipating the avalanche of mail as 

your requests arrive! 

The person specification for this role 

includes something which I firmly 

believe in: 'To have enthusiasm for Post  

Box and a firm belief in its effectiveness 

as a means of creating friendship 

between guides around the world and, 

through them, their families, thus 

contributing to international under-

standing and world peace.' 

I would like to share with you one of 

my favourite quotes by Albert Einstein, 

1879-1955. This German-born physicist 

developed the Theory of Relativity and 

was the Nobel Prize Winner for Physics 

in 1921. 

'Peace cannot be kept by force. It 

can only be achieved by understanding.' 

Have you ever thought that bridge 

building is an integral part of world 

guiding? Have you ever thought that 

Post Box might be a bridge to 

understanding? 

This bridge does not carry cars,  

trucks 	or 

trains; you cannot 

walk upon it or drive across it, but it is a 

most special bridge just the same. Post 

Box creates an opportunity for 

international bridges of communication 

and its services are available for all 

members. Links may be sought from 

almost all WAGGGS member countries. 

When a member in Australia becomes a 

pen friend with a member in another 

country, they both develop a bridge of 

communication and an understanding of 

the customs and culture of each other. 

Sometimes, a long time link results in 

personal contact and deep friendship. 

What a great way to engender peace 

through understanding. 

Leaders, do the girls in the units you 

work in know about Post Box? Interstate 

and international links are possible for 

most members. Some countries have 

specific requirements for certain ages, 

and may take quite a long time to 

arrange. Gumnut guides are generally 

too young to link overseas but a unit 

may be linked with an interstate unit. A 

few countries link with nine—year—olds. 

At the moment I have a lot of English 

guides waiting for links with girls in 

Australia in the 11-13 age group. 

Please contact your state post box 

secretary for an application form. 

Wilma Torney served Post Box so 

very well in the past year and has given 

me wonderful support. I extend my 

sincere thanks to her—she will be a 

hard act to follow! 

Pat James 

Australian Post Box Secretary 



Peace Packs 

Robyn Groves, External Relations Officer, United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees presented a thank you 

certificate to the Girl Guides Association of Australia for 

the tremendous effort made by members in collecting the 

Peace Packs. 

• 13,392 Peace Packs were delivered to refugee 

children in Kenya and Ethiopia during 1995. 

The World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts 

continues to promote world peace through its Peace 

Initiative project. 

INTERNATIONAL 

International Opportunities 

First time offered 

Cabaran '96 Malaysia International Camp, 29 May to 

10 June 1996. 

One leader, five junior leaders/ranger guides. 

Previously advertised 

Join with youth and adult members of WAGGGS to 

explore the changing attitudes of women and their 

contribution to peace within families and communities 

leading to world harmony. WAGGGS members aged 

16-20 (youth) and 20-35 (adult) are eligible to apply. You 

must be able to attend a weekend selection at the 

national office 20-21 April 1996. 

The Irene Fairbairn Challenge of $2,500 will be awarded 

to each of the two participants selected. Australian 

closing date 31 March 1996. 

Susan Wakefield 

Australian International Commissioner 

Invitation to Sangam's 
30th birthday party! 

When:  2-8 September 1996 

Followed by an optional tour of India 

9-19 September 1996. 

Where:  Sangam World Centre, Pune, India. 

Who:  Adult Friends of Four World Centres. Apply 

through 	Australian 	International 

Commissioner, PO Box 6 Strawberry Hills 

NSW 2012. Former Sangam committee and 

staff members are welcome. Spaces are 

limited. 

Fee: 	Approximately $2,500 which includes airfares, 

administration, insurance, tops, bags, 

dormitory accommodation, all meals, program 

expenses and birthday cake! 

The celebration will be conducted in English. 

RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS FOR 
MARCH 1996 

World Day of Prayer 

Wales—St David's Day 

Korea—Independence Day 

Baha'i—fast begins 

Eastern Orthodox—Sunday of Orthodoxy 

Hindu—Holi 

Jewish—Purim 

	

6 
	

Ghana—Independence Day 

	

8 
	

International Women's Day 

	

12 
	

Mauritius—National Day 

	

15 
	

Hungary—National Day 

	

17 
	

Ireland—St Patrick's Day 

	

21 
	

Baha'i—Naw Ruz (New Year) 

	

23 
	

Pakistan—Republic Day 

	

25 
	

Hindu—Ram Navmi 

	

25 
	

Greece—National Day 

	

26 
	

Bangladesh—Independence Day 

	

31 
	

Christian—Palm Sunday 

	

31 
	

Malta—National Day 
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New Subscriber 

Renewal (if mailing label has gone astray) 

Please enclose payment with this form 

Subscription covers 10 issues in one year 

Rates: 	$26.80 within Australia 
$28.50 Asia Pacific Region 
$31.00 outside Australia 

Change of Address 

Subscriber 
Please notify national headquarters directly of your address change. 
Send details to: Girl Guides Association of Australia 

PO Box 6, STRAWBERRY HILLS NSW 2012 

Leaders: Remember to notify your district leader of your address 
change too. 
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Phone: (002) 23 6919 
Fax: (002) 24 3484 

The Girl Guides Association 
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278 South Terrace, Adelaide 5000 
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Fax: (08) 224 0934 
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Western Australia (Inc) 
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6004 
PO Box 6089 East Perth 6892 
Phone: (09) 325 2444 
Fax: (09) 421 1113 

Girl Guides Association NT (Inc) 
55 Ross-Smith Avenue, Parap 0820 
PO Box 2 Parap 0801 
Phone: (089) 81 3628 
Fax: (089) 41 1147 
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ROLLER SKATING 
Fitness and fun, Rolled into one! 

 

* A FUN SKATING OUTING 
* GROUP FUND RAISING 
* SKATING SKILLS TUITION 

 

SKATE CENTRE 
140611 
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PLEASE MENTION THIS ADVERT WHEN BOOKING TO GET YOUR GROUP DISCOUNT 

New South Wales 
Campbelltown - 34 Queen Street 
Caringbah - 90 Captain Cook Drive 
Castle Hill - 2 Hudson Avenue 
Dapto - Lot 102 Kartahooka Road 
MIDruitt - Cnr. Ralph St & Mount St 
Oakflats - 137 Industrial Road 
Penrith - 32 Peachtree Road 
Windsor - At Windsor Railway Station 

(46) 262 611 
(02) 524 0611 
(02) 899 4222 
(042) 616 333 
(02) 675 2900 
(042) 570 108 
(47) 32 1088 
(045) 773 321 

Victoria 
Ballarat - 14 Hill Street 
Bayswater - 37 Scoresby Road 
Campbellfield - Unit 5/1730 Hume H'way 
Dandenong - 10 Plunkett Road 
Eltham - 27 Susan Street 
Epping - 226 Cooper Street 
Geelong - 6 lambert Avenue 
Laverton - 2 Oakdene Grove 

(53) 334 313 
(03) 9720 5980 
(03) 9357 3557 
(03) 9794 8039 
(03) 9439 5227 
(03) 9408 6525 
(52) 232 481 

(03) 9369 4634 
Mildura - 55 The Crescent (50) 211 901 

Queensland Moe - 34 Bell Street (51) 27 8300 
Albany Creek - 700 Albany Creek Road (07) 264 3196 Noble Park - 6 Elonera Road (03) 9795 5200 
Bundarnba - 21 Agnes Street (07) 282 4804 Rosebud - 1819 Nepean Hwy (059) 852 524 
Durack - Clifton Crescent (07) 3372 3283 Scoresby - 1298 Femtree Gully Road (03) 9763 9122 
Lawnton - 6 Leanne Crescent (07) 881 0922 Seymour - 46 Darcy Street (057) 990 033 
North Rockhampton - 237 Musgrave St. (079) 225 535 South Yarra - 257 Toorak Road (03) 9826 8274 
Red Hill - 14 Enoggera Terrace (07) 3367 3284 Sunshine - 38 McIntyre Road (03) 9364 8583 
Slacks Creek - 16 Noel Street (07) 209 3512 

Western Australia 
Australian Capital Territory Hilton - 352A South Street (09) 337 9444 

Erindale - 16/32 Grattan Court (06) 296 1818 Morley - 95 Catherine Street (09) 276 9870 


	GIA1996_0045
	GIA1996_0046
	GIA1996_0047
	GIA1996_0048
	GIA1996_0049
	GIA1996_0050
	GIA1996_0051
	GIA1996_0052
	GIA1996_0053
	GIA1996_0054
	GIA1996_0055
	GIA1996_0056
	GIA1996_0057
	GIA1996_0058
	GIA1996_0059
	GIA1996_0060
	GIA1996_0061
	GIA1996_0062
	GIA1996_0063
	GIA1996_0064
	GIA1996_0065
	GIA1996_0066
	GIA1996_0067
	GIA1996_0068
	GIA1996_0069
	GIA1996_0070
	GIA1996_0071
	GIA1996_0072
	GIA1996_0073
	GIA1996_0074
	GIA1996_0075
	GIA1996_0076
	GIA1996_0077
	GIA1996_0078
	GIA1996_0079
	GIA1996_0080
	GIA1996_0081
	GIA1996_0082
	GIA1996_0083
	GIA1996_0084
	GIA1996_0085
	GIA1996_0086
	GIA1996_0087
	GIA1996_0088

