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CHIEF COMMISSIONER'S MESSAGE 

Welcome 
ust one month until the 

commencement date 

for the delivery of the 

new ways of the 

Australian 	Guide 

Program. What an 

exciting time ahead! Many of you have 

already been trailing the new 

system—for some it will be an new 

challenge. From reports from districts 

and units already using the new delivery 

are extremely positive. I heard of one 

district which, on their registration day, 

had many new girls aged from six to 18 

years arrive. They expect between 16 

and 20 new members! 

How did they accomplish this? The 

district leader put a notice in the school 

newsletter, which is circulated at the end 

of term, explaining how the new 

Program would be delivered in their 

area. The response was wonderful. It is 

important that through guides, these 

girls now have the opportunity to gain 

leadership qualities of confidence, 

initiative and self development. 

Fairbairn Challenge 
finalists 

Last weekend seven young finalists in 

the Fairbairn Challenge met at the 

National Office for the final selection. 

From the Australian finalists. two were 

chosen to attend Women as 

Peacemakers "Partners in Peace" which  

will be followed by a camp for Indian 

children and held at Sangam in August 

this year. Michelle Rissman from 

Queensland was chosen as the youth 

representative to attend the event and 

Catherine Price from New South Wales 

was chosen as the young adult 

representative. 

By participating in the Program, all 

our members have the opportunity to 

take part in events such as this. The 

skills which all participants exhibited 

during the weekend are indicative of the 

self development our Association 

advocates. Every girls had the 

opportunity to give service in her own 

area, and thus develop community 

responsibility and concern for others. 

There are challenges ahead for all of 

us in the coming months. I believe you 

will accept these challenges and I know 

what you do will give all girls within 

Australia the chance to be a member of 

your great Association. I know you will 

strive to maintain the values of our 

Association and thus offer to some 

young people, opportunities that, had 

they not been members, they could not 

have accepted. 

Thank you for the role you have 

undertaken as leaders in the 

Association, and for the time and energy 

you give your roles as leaders. Your 

devotion to leadership sets a marvellous 

role model for our younger members. 

Janette Lockhart Gibson 
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NATIONAL UPDATE 

  

   

Fairbairn Challenge— 
Women as Peacemakers 

Gail Midgley, National Executive Officer, 

attended the formal dinner for the 

Fairbairn 	Challenge 	Selection 

Weekend, which was held at the 

National Office on 20 and 21 April 1996. 

Superb Indian catering provided by 

members of the Australian International 

Committee enhanced the gathering, as 

did delightful table decorations provided 

by the Challenge participants, especially 

the superb symbolic Peace doves. 

The theme of Women as 

Peacemakers has proved particularly 

appropriate this year with news of 

increased tensions around the world 

and the tragic events at Port Arthur. 

"There is no doubt that women can 

and do play a large part in bringing and 

keeping peace to the world's agenda," 

said Gail. 

The contributions our own girls made 

at the Fairbairn Challenge Selection 

Weekend shows they will continue this 

proud and much needed role. 

"The calibre of all participants was 

excellent, the range of their 

presentations, ranging from very 

personal to the global and philosophical. 

I wish them all the best in their future, " 

Gail concluded. 

Australian Executive 
Meeting 

The Australian executive meeting will be 

held at the National Office from 1-5 June 

1996. 

There will be some `big' topics for 

discussion in support of the new 

program and new direction for the 

guides organisation. A national 

marketing plan will be on the agenda, as 

will a new name and new constitution. 

GiA June 1996 

These are all fundamental issues, 

where the changes proposed will assist 

Guides to become a more flexible, 

market-oriented, responsive organisation. 

The effects of the developments will be 

felt—positively—at all levels of guides, 

giving us new energies to face the 

challenges of the next century. 

New Fundraising Role 

Caroline Duthie has been with Girl 

Guides Australia for five years helping to 

build and develop the Australian Girl 

Guide Foundation. From March 1996, 

she was engaged on a permanent part-

time basis as National Fund Raising 

Manager for the Association. 

Just one more challenge for guiding 

into the next century is extending our 

financial base. Whilst membership 

provides some of our operating income, 

this marvellous organisation requires 

substantial resources, especially as we 

create the new resource packs and 

make them available through the new 

mediums of technology. 

In the past, we have been supported 

by corporate and individual donors. It is 

becoming increasingly difficult, however, 

to tap this market. 

Caroline's job will be made easier by 

the use of new advanced marketing 

techniques, but she has a difficult time 

ahead. 
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"Challenging but so rewarding when 

we have a 'win' as we did with the 

Department of Environment, Sport and 

Territories grant for $30,000," says 

Caroline. 

Gail Midgley 

National Executive Officer 

Congratulations 

We congratulate Senator Jocelyn 

Newman on being assigned the Social 

Security portfolio in the new Liberal 

Party Federal Government. 

Senator Newman, is, of course, a 

member of The Girl Guides Association 

of Tasmania's State Council. 

New President 

Lady Deane will be installed as 

President of the Girl Guides Association 

of Australia at a ceremony at 

Government House, Canberra on 16 

May 1996. Chief Commissioner Janette 

Lockhart Gibson and National Executive 

Officer Gail Midgley will attend the 

ceremony. 

ARNOTT'S Biscuits Limited are helping 

to promote Guiding's new image by 

designing a brand new biscuit wrapper 

for both the plain and chocolate Guide 

Biscuits. 

The bright, eye-catching packaging 

features photographs of guides in 

action. 

Arnott's Guide Biscuits are sold in 

Western Australia, New South Wales, 

Northern Territory, Victoria and South 

Australia. 



AUSTRALIAN GUIDE PROGRAM 

TOTALLY AUSTRALIAN 

T
HE 1 July 1996 will herald the 

introduction of the first totally 

Australian Guide Program. It is 

based on the recognition that all girls 

are capable of planning, implementing 

and evaluating their own program. 

The new program emphasises 

individual needs and personal 

development of girls aged 6-18 years. 

This will be reflected in unit 

management and decision making 

through the patrol system; the optional 

award system and in new resources for 

girls and leaders. 

Although on 1 July you may not hear 

bells 	ringing; 	through 	state 

presentations to regions and districts, 

there is a growing awareness of the 

philosophy of the new program and 

through a media campaign in 

September, a growing re-awakening in 

the community of the value of guiding. 

The media campaign has been 

delayed until September as all media 

prior to September will be saturated with 

Olympic coverage. 

The Transition Period 

The new program will be introduced 

over an 18 month period. The proposed 

cut-off date for complete transition from 

the eight point program to the Australian 

Guide Program is 1 July 1998. This 

gives girls working on the pathway, 

roadway and highway badges, the BP 

badge, the Queen's Guide Badge and 

the Olave Baden Powell Badge two 

years to complete them. For this reason, 

current handbooks will still be useful. 

A key to the success of the program 

is the willingness of existing leaders to  

attend transition trainings with an open 

mind and to be prepared to work to 

ensure the girls own the program. 

Training sessions now contain 

elements of the new program 

philosophy. As the award system and 

resources become available, training 

will be offered to existing leaders and 

assist them with transition. 

Resources 

As part of the new program, exciting 

activity resources for girls are being 

produced and all are encouraged to 

contribute. There will be two types of 

resources—"core information packs" 

and "activity packs". The "core" 

information is the type of information 

girls need to know about being a guide. 

It will be pitched at several different age 

levels and will be similar to that at the 

start of the present handbooks for girls. 

"Activity packs" are for all ages and 

are graded on degree of difficulty or 

ability level, rather than age. Input for 

all topics is needed. Remember our 

emphasis is on doing. 

Optional Award System 

The optional award system has been 

devised and will be available shortly. 

Girls 	may 	complete 	existing 

competency, interest and group badges 

during the two year transition period. 

Many existing badges will be revised 

and will form part of the new award 

system. 

If you have any suggestions as to 

how existing badges may be revised,  

please contact members of your state 

program team. 

Flexible Age Units 

One of the most exciting aspects of the 

new program is the introduction of units 

with flexible age ranges. Most flexible 

age units have been inspired by leaders 

looking at their girls' individual needs. 

After discussions with other leaders, 

girls and parents have come to an 

arrangement which suits everyone. 

Please record your progress and advise 

your state co-ordinator of your plans and 

the progress you make. 

Some units have decided to 

concentrate on a particular area of 

interest. Topics in one district include fun 

and games, crafty things, adventure, 

that's entertainment, focus on careers, 

getting to know me (personal 

development) and the great outdoors. 

Other special focus units include water 

activities, netball and equestrian. All 

units will retain an emphasis on the 

outdoors, Promise and Law and use the 

patrol system as the method of unit 

management and decision making. 

Best wishes for the second half of the 

guiding year 1996 as we launch into a 

new era of guiding in Australia from the 

Australian Program team, Anne, Linda, 

Kathy, Anne, Heather, Sylvia and Jan. 

Jan Forrest 

Australian Program Adviser 
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World Food Day 
Celebration 

As the United Nations celebrated its 

50th anniversary, one of its main 

Agencies, the Food and Agriculture 

Organisation of the United Nations 

(FAO), also celebrated its 50th birthday. 

To mark this special event, on 16 

October 1995, which was also World 

Food Day, FAO honoured WAGGGS by 

presenting them with a specially 

produced medal. This was in recognition 

of WAGGGS' key role in improving 

nutrition for all generations, and in 

support of FAO's goal to eradicate 

hunger and malnutrition for those living 

in extreme poverty worldwide. 

WAGGGS received 300 medals 

bearing the inscription "FAO-WAGGGS 

Nutrition Award 1945-1995—Improving 

Nutrition for all Generations". These will 

be given to girl guides and girl scouts on 

World Food Day in recognition of 

outstanding achievements in the field of 

food and nutrition improvement and 

education. 

This is the second time that 

WAGGGS has been so honoured. In 

1973, to commemorate the 25th 

Anniversary of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, the Food and 

Agriculture Organisation of the United 

Nations presented Olave Lady Baden-

Powell, World Chief Guide, with a Ceres 

Medal, to publicise their "Food for All" 

message across the world, and highlight 

the important role of women and 

nutrition. Lady Baden-Powell was also 

chosen to feature on the Medal to 

represent Ceres, in recognition of her 

role, acknowledging WAGGGS' 

increasing involvement in nutrition and 

rural development, and its work with 

girls and mother amongst the less 

privileged sections of the population. 

WORLD UPDATE 

Since then, the WAGGGS/FAO 

relationship has inspired many 

community development projects 

throughout the 134 member 

organisations of WAGGGS. Projects 

have included tree planting in Fiji; 

minimising erosion in threatened areas 

and providing safe drinking water in 

Nepal; starting a native trees project in 

Togo; nutritional education in Haiti; fish 

breeding in Sri Lanka; and setting up a 

millet mill in Senegal; as well as many 

water, vegetable, animal and poultry 

farming initiatives for communities, 

mainly in Africa, South Asia and Latin 

America. 

Peace Packs 

More than 19,000 Peace Packs are on 

their way to the children of Mozambique. 

Around 25,000 Canadian Girl Guides 

have been busy packing cartons with 

basic food supplies, toothbrushes, 

combs and toys for children arriving 

home to Mozambique after many years 

of war. 

Inspired by the Girl Guides' 

enthusiasm, transport companies from 

all over Canada offered to gather and 

deliver the Peace Packs for transport 

from North America to Mozambique! 

Dialogue for Peace 

Fourteen participants from 11 countries 

travelled to Pax Lodge, London, last 

September to participate in a Dialogue 

for Peace event. Australia, Canada, 

Greece, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, 

Lebanon, Romania, St Vincent, Sweden 

and the United States were 

represented. The variety of people gave 

the group the opportunity to look at 

different cultures, and the chance to 

make some international friendships. 

During sessions on understanding and 

awareness, the participants looked at 

different cultures and religions and 

discovered there were lots of similarities 

as well as differences. 

The fact that the participants were 

from many different countries gave them 

a wide overview of peace and what it 

means in different countries. Some girls 

were involved in peace keeping in their 

own country, and others have never had 

to deal with war or conflict before. 

Everyone believed that peace is 

possible, and all participants made a 

commitment to work towards achieving 

this goal. 

Vale 

Elizabeth Clementine Miller Tangeman 

died on 17 January 1996. She became 

a member of the first Girl Scout local 

council in Columbus in 1937 and joined 

national staff as a member of the 

International Division in 1945. Mrs 

Tangeman was the founding Member of 

the World Foundation for Girl Guides 

and Girls Scouts Inc. She was also a 

Member of the National Advisory 

Council, 1977-1985. In 1979 she 

received the Juliette Low Medal, the 

highest honour give by the Girl Scouts. 

Dame Nita Barrow died 19 December 

1995. Dame Barrow was President of 

the Girl Guides Association of 

Barbados, and also Governor General 

of Barbados, 1990-1995. 
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Jeanette Giles 

3rd Heathmont Brownie Guides 

Victoria 

P.S. Never has a late night shower felt 

so good! Paddle Your Own Canoe, 

3rd Heathmount Guide Unit take 

a cruise down the river 

FEATURE 

DON'T MESS WITH US! 

Leap Year occurs but once 

every four years and 3rd 
Heathmont Brownie Guides 

made 29 February 1996 a 
memorable, if messy, 

occasion. 

The girls had been warned to wear old 

clothes for this "Messy Night" organised 

by our pack guide "Pundi", otherwise 

known as Tammy Sturdy. 

The program was conducted outside 

for reasons which will soon become 

obvious. In their sixes, the brownie 

guides squelched and oozed their way 

from one messy activity to the next. 

There was rice 	green, purple and 

pink to be moulded into a bear. Cries of 

"it's stuck to me" could be heard as rice 

seemed to "jump" off the tarpaulin into 

the girls' hair. 

What an oozy feeling as feet were 

sunk into a dish of mashed jelly to 

discover what items lay at the bottom of 

the dish. They had to feel with their toes, 

no peeking through the blindfold! 

Ever thought of hiding something in a 

bucket of spaghetti? Tammy Sturdy 

tested the tactile abilities of her unit by 

hiding a number of objects in a bucket of 

pasta and asking her brownie guides to 

find them. A large bucket was used and 

What an oozy 
feeling as feet were 
sunk into a dish of 

mashed jelly 

it wasn't long before brownie guides 

were up to their elbows in slippery, 

squishy, worm-like spaghetti. 

But wait, there's more! 

Pundi had set up a low rope, criss-

cross across a tarpaulin. Brownie 

guides and a leader squirmed and 

wiggled their way under the ropes. The 

girls needed all their survival skills to 

brave the pouring of coloured water and 

flour on the tarpaulin and the mixture of 

jelly, rice and spaghetti from previous 

participants. 

All finished? Well not quite! Rice, 

spaghetti, flour, and jelly became part of 

a game of chasing! What a night it was, 

endless fun, fun, fun. 

Erin, showing us how to slip and 
slide through Messy Day. 
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Dame Margaret Davidson (alias Sylvia Le 

Marquand) reminds us of the good old days• 

Photo: Dawn Borchardt, South Australia 

Ready For Inspection! 
National Lone Leaders at Glengarry. Photo: Dawn Borchardt 

FEATURE 

NOTHIN' LIKE A 

DAME 
Dame Margaret addressed our 

company and honoured us with a patrol 

inspection. Our patrol leader seemed 

comfortable speaking to such royal 

personage, others were carried away by 

the excitement and there was a rush to 

be photographed with our special guest. 

The gracious Dame was more than 

happy to pose for her fans. 

After patrol inspections, Dame 

Margaret addressed the company with a 

most inspirational talk. She commended 

patrols for their marching skills and gave 

us a detailed demonstration of a knicker 

inspection, stressing the importance of 

navy knickers with tight elastic at the 

knees! After all, we must be proper, 

mustn't we! 

Lizzie's Lizards 

1st Glengarry Lone Guides 

The afternoon proved to be a great 

way to explore some of guiding's 

history and our traditional skills. 

Sylvia (alias Dame Margaret) 

provided the 1st Glengarry Company 

with more than a few laughs. 

Everyone enjoyed the four day 

training. We learnt about the many 

different ways to present games and 

activities to lones; exchanged ideas 

and resources with leaders from all 

sections and with participants from 

New Zealand and the United 

Kingdom. 

We left enthused and refreshed, 

ready to send guiding to our girls in 

isolation. 

Thanks to all who made it 

possible—it was great! 

Dawn Borchardt & Carol Bockman 

Lone Numbat Ranger Guides 

South Australia 

Participants at the National 

Lone Leaders Training at 

Easter took a trip back to 1922 

when Dame Margaret Davidson 

(otherwise known as Australian 

Training Adviser Sylvia Le 

Marquand) paid a visit. 

E
XCITEMENT was at fever 

pitch and crowd control was the 

order of the day. Captain 

Jeffreys was on hand to keep order with 

a ceremonial "Company—SHUT UP !" 

Captain Jeffreys introduced our very 

special guest with due pomp and 

ceremony, and this nearly-royal person 

was escorted by her aides on to the 

parade ground. 

GiA June 1996 	
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FEATURE 

CI TO 

THE success of our new program will be 

in providing exciting activity resources 

for girls to use. 

An invitation is extended to all 

leaders and girls throughout Australia to 

help. Members of the Australian 

Program Committee and task groups 

formed in various states are presently 

working on resources for girls and 

leaders. There will be two types of 

resources "core information packs" and 

"activity packs". The "core" information 

is the information girls need to know 

about "being a guide" and it will be 

pitched at several different age levels. 

The information will be similar to that 

currently available at the start of the 

present handbooks for girls. 

Activity packs on the other hand will 

be for all ages and graded on degree of 

difficulty or ability level rather than age 

level. 

We know that in homes around 

Australia there is a wealth of information 

on activities, games, songs, that you 

have tried and that work. 

Please share them with the rest of 

Australia. 

We need doing activities and 

activities and games for leaders to use 

as 'starters and extenders'. Starters will 

include activities that introduce the girls 

to a topic. Extenders will challenge them 

to look beyond the resource material 

provided, and will give leaders hints to 

ensure all activities include Physical, 

People, Practical and Self and are 

evaluated. 

Any and all topics are needed, here 

is a guide: 

• Physical and Health: Sport, food, my 

body... 

• Life skills: Personal development, 

personal presentation, managing your 

life... 

• Water adventure: Canoeing, sailing, 

snorkelling ... 

• Land 	Adventures: 	Camping, 

pioneering, hiking, outdoor cooking 

fun, beachcombing ... 

• Environmental activities: Water, 

land, air, energy, plants, animals ... 

• Service: Individual, group, unit, to 

guiding, to the community ... 

• Service training: First aid, accident 

prevention ... 

• Countries of the World: Culture, 

food, religion, craft... 

• Australia: Civil and citizenship, 

aboriginal Australia, animal, multi-

cultural Australia ... 

• World Guiding: World centres, 

cultures, symbols ... 

• Art: Visual Performance ... 

There are heaps more topics spread 

throughout the activity packs. The 

emphasis will be on FUN, the Promise 

and Law, outdoors, service, leadership 

development, fitness, safety, initiative 

and challenge, traditions, technology, 

craft, communication, environment. 

Remember our emphasis is on 

doing. All topics will be accepted. 

Please send them to the Australian 

Program Committee, Girl Guides 

Association of Australia, P.O. Box 6, 

Strawberry Hills, NSW, 2012. 

IOURCI 
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Playschool Noni or the woman froi 

Better Homes and Gardens. Call 

 

children and their care should be 

read 	all 

TODAY'S WOMAN 

1995, Noni Hazlehurst 

was appointed a 

member of the Order 

of Australia (AM) for 

her services to the 

performing arts. Her 

career in film, theatre, music and 

television has resulted in a number of 

awards, starting in 1979 when she won 

Best Actress in a supporting role for 

Ride on Ranger. She has gone on to 

receive another Logie and two 

Australian Film Industry awards, the San 

Sebastian Award for 'Best Actress' and 

countless other marks of recognition for 

her work. 

Noni is special. She is part of many 

people's lives. Every Tuesday evening, 

people around Australia can visit her 

home in the Blue Mountains as they 

watch Better Homes and Gardens. With 

film crews in her family home almost five 

days a week, privacy is virtually 

impossible. An exception is their newly 

completed outside loo, where she does 

have a guarantee of privacy! 

To others, she is Playschool Noni, a 

very special television friend to millions. 

For more than a decade, parents and 

children alike have enjoyed singing and 

learning with her. After being with 

Playschool for a couple of years, Noni 

realised it is a unique show. 

"Playschool cares about its young 

audience, setting it apart from most 

other media treatment of young 

children. It acknowledges their 

existence, rights and the way to treat 

them without exploitation," said Noni. 

It is a deeply held philosophy about 

children and their care that governs 

most of Noni's life. Talking with her, it is 

clear she is a woman with a passion to 

help change society and the way it cares 

for its children. "We all share 

responsibility for all children." She 

feels that many people are out of touch 

GA June 1996 	 8 



TODAY'S WOMAN 

with children and childhood in general, 

and this leads to the many tragic events 

which some children suffer. 

Noni believes that from a child's point 

of view, it is very important to see that 

successful people care about them. 

Asked about the challenges that face 

today's young people, Noni quickly 

identified boundaries and a need to 

focus as two of the main challenges. 

She says that young people cannot be 

expected to feel comforted by 

behavioural boundaries when so many 

of the adult role models are presented 

as people with no boundaries. 

Incidentally, Noni added that television 

news should not be shown before 

9.30 pm because of the violence and 

conflicting values it shows young 

people. "So much of the news and other 

information about prominent people, 

depicts them constantly overstepping 

the bounds of decency, morality and 

respectability," explained Noni. "I am 

convinced that the notion of giving and 

being a contributing member of society 

on a caring level is often seen as almost 

abnormal". 

Noni believes that to be able to focus 

and see a task through and to gain a 

sense of achievement of a job well done 

is a challenge for young people today. 

"So much of our world is influenced by 

30 second grabs". It becomes, she 

believes, very difficult for kids to focus 

on a task and to complete it. "There are 

not many people, even with the best of 

intentions, who have the time to focus 

on a child and help them to focus on a 

task and see it through. It is simply so 

hard to find the time to sit down and do 

it," said Noni. 

"We all share 
responsibility for all 

children". 
• 

Growing up in a bayside suburb of 

Melbourne in the 1950s as the youngest 

child of English parents, she led a safe, 

quiet and protected childhood. Even in 

her early years, Noni was aware of her 

fiery and rebellious nature, but lived a 

rather controlled life without much 

exposure to the rough and tumble. 

Parenthood can be really daunting. 

Noni has two sons, aged eight and two 

years. She laughingly describes that her 

children "run riot." Noni freely admits 

that she possibly made a few mistakes 

with her first child. Perhaps, she 

suggests, she indulged him with too 

much attention and gave him 

expectations that are too high. 

The picture that she paints, however, 

is of a gregarious, bright and interested 

eight year old who has a very low scare 

threshold, goes to a few movies and 

"Playschool's caring 
about its young 

audience set it apart 
from most other 

media treatment of 
young children. It 
acknowledges their 

existence, rights and 
the way to treat them 
without exploitation". 

■ 

doesn't watch much television at all (and 

what he does watch is 99.9% ABC). 

Her toddler, with almost daily exposure 

to a television location, may have a 

different experience. 

Noni sees that one of the most 

difficult tasks ahead of our young people 

is that of parenthood. This is especially 

true for teenagers who are surrounded 

by negative images of parenthood and 

families. "Parents are so often shown as 

dysfunctional, abusive or just slack," she 

said. "It's too easy to focus on the 

negative issues and not to enjoy even 

the small benefits of the family 

experience". 

A closing thought from this 

remarkable person: "Choices are 

important. Constructive and creative 

choices are made from the heart. If you 

listen to your heart your choices will be 

OK. If you speak from the heart it will 

always be understood. Families are the 

first place to learn this." 

Bronwyn Portek 

New South Wales 

Note: It was one of the inspiring 

highlights of my time as State Public 

Relations Adviser to interview Noni. 

She was not a guide or a brownie 

guide and often resented that she hadn't 

been allowed be be one. 
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FEATURE 

I guess most of you have heard this 

saying or something similar many 

times—it is an adage which immediately 

came to mind when I attended Ross at 

Campbell Town, Tasmania this year. 

Ross is almost an institution in 

Tasmania. For the past 46 years it has 

given leaders from all sections of 

guiding the opportunity to get together 

for training, discussions and some 

socialising! This year, more than 100 

leaders from all corners of Tasmania—

as well as some Canadian visitors—

converged upon this historic Tasmanian 

town to attend the weekend gathering 

which, until 1994, had been held at 

'Beaufront', a property in the nearby 

village of Ross—hence the name. 

It was evident that the name Ross 

meant more to leaders than the area 

which gave its name to this special 

gathering. It was a spirit, a special 

feeling, an historic gathering of people 

with a similar interest—it was Ross! 

Campbell Town was a natural choice 

being so central to all parts of Tasmania, 

but where could such a large group of 

women meet where camping was 

permissible and where provision could 

be made for the many meeting areas 

needed to accommodate the program? 

After many site visits and phone calls, 

the Campbell Town Show Grounds was 

approved as the site for Ross 1996. 

What a perfect choice! The enormous 

wool pavilion provided the central 

meeting point for patrols during the  

weekend with 'jumbucks', 'hot fleeces' 

and 'frilly lillies', all part of the loose 

theme of 'Sheep'. 

As Saturday morning dawned, an 

array of tents could be seen filling one 

paddock and blue and gold bunting and 

flag poles defined the oval assembly 

area outside the cookhouse and dining 

room. The view of the same mountains 

as in previous years, but from a different 

`Ross' meant more 
to leaders than the 
area which gave its 
name to this special 
gathering—it was a 

spirit, a special 
feeling, an historic 
gathering of people 

with a similar 
interest—it was 

`Ross' ! 

angle, enhanced the feeling 

of continuity from the old to 

the new—everything had 

been thought of! 

Ross was officially opened 

by Mr Kenneth Von Bibra, 

owner of the property where 

Ross first began, once again 

linking the old and new. 

In his opening address, Mr Von Bibra 

encouraged all leaders to accept the 

challenge of change and to create a vital 

Association for girls and women of all 

ages. 

Once again, Ross provided the 

venue for discussion of the future of the 

Girl Guides Association as it has done 

on many past occasions. 

At the close of Ross we were 

pleased to welcome Senator Joceyln 

Newman, Minister for Social Security, 

who, as a member of State Council, 

gives her support to girl guides in so 

many ways. 

The spirit of Ross lives on in the 

leaders who attended this gathering—it 

would be great if Ross continued at the 

Campbell Town Show Grounds with its 

many wonderful facilities, but as we 

have seen from this year's gathering, it 

is the people who create the special 

feeling that is—Ross. 

Joan Bunker 

State Editor 

Tasmania 

Patrol emblem of the 
Frilly Lily patrol. 
Photo: Jan Allan 

115 
not bricks and mortar 

that make a place but 

the people within." 
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GORVIT 

Cooking up a storm! 1st Kardinya Guides prepare the soup for their Enterprise Pennant. 

Photo: Aileen Steele. 

FEATURE 

L AST year, the 1st Kardinya 

Guide unit in Perth challenged 

themselves to gain the 

Enterprise Pennant. To do so, they 

decided to prepare a five course meal 

for their parents which would be served 

in a 'restaurant' setting. Much recipe 

searching and planning by the guides 

followed! 

The guide hall was transformed into 

a first class restaurant. Tables were 

dressed with lace tablecloths, floral 

arrangements and name place cards, 

along with the appropriate utensils! A 

table list was drawn up so each guest 

would be seated correctly by a hostess 

doing her hostess badge. One patrol ran 

a baby sitting club for siblings. A 

children's dinner was organised and 

was later followed up by a video. 

The other four patrols each had a 

course to buy, prepare and cook for the 

arrival of the diners. Each patrol 

arranged with their parents to do the 

shopping. Prices were scrutinised and 

shopping dockets kept. Funding came 

out of term subs, so there would be no 

bills at the end of the night! Their leader  

was always available, but was shocked 

to learn she was hardly needed. Talk 

about being almost out of a job! 

Mouth waering 

The menu consisted of vegetable, pea 

and ham soup, followed by an entree of 

fruit kebabs, a main course of chicken 

casserole with mashed potato, peas, 

corn and carrots, to be finished off with 

apple crumble and bread and butter 

pudding, coffee or tea. Both the hall and 

the leader's house were opened for food 

preparation all day, and the leader 

realised that this was where her job was 

—in the kitchen! 

With dinner ready, the guides 

changed into black and white waitress 

clothing to provide that restaurant 

atmosphere and hostess badge guides  

served non-alcoholic wine in between 

courses. Things were running smoothly 

in the kitchen considering that catering 

was for 50. 

At the end of the evening, all guides 

pitched in with dishwashing, and 

parents helped to clear away the tables 

and chairs. The leader couldn't believe 

her luck to find out she arrived home at 

only 9.45pm, although her feet told her 

otherwise. 

It was a wonderful event, with the 

parents talking about it for weeks 

afterwards. The best comment was "the 

hot food was hot, better than a 

restaurant." 

Aileen Steele 

1st Kardinya Guide Leader 

Western Australia 

Donald Brownie Guides, 
Victoria, raise pack funds 
by making "Lend a Hand" 
dusters from navy and gold 
pompoms and gardening 
gloves. As their smiling 
faces show, many hands 
make light work! 
Photo Courtesy of Buloke Times.  

Donald, Victoria 

11 
	 GA June 1996 



NATURE CALLS 

w RI 

by 

Martin Robinson 

PERSONALLY I've always liked rats. I 

could never quite understand why mice 

were more socially acceptable than rats. 

After all, hygiene wise and nuisance 

value they are about the same. The only 

difference is size. Furthermore, the pest 

species of rat (only two in Australia of 

any significance) were both introduced 

by the early settlers (accidentally of 

course—they hitched a ride on the 

ships). Native rats and mice occur in 

Australia too. I don't mean rat or mouse 

sized marsupials, I mean proper buck 

toothed rodents. 

Many people are under the 

impression that all native mammals are 

marsupials—not true! We have the 

dingo, bats, flying foxes (there is a 

controversy as to whether these are 

bats or not) and native rats and mice 

which are placental non-pouched 

animals like us. You probably won't see 

native rats and mice very often as they 

usually have select diets of seeds, 

rushes and the like. They come out at 

night and tend not to enter houses. In 

the North Queensland rainforest 

however, there is one native rat which 

can be a big nuisance—the White-tailed 

Rat. This rat is a nuisance because it is 

almost rabbit sized, can gnaw a hole in 

most walls and cupboards and often 

steals and opens tinned goods. In the 

wild it often eats coconuts so a tin is no 

problem to open. Interestingly, it never 

steals tins it can't eat like drain cleaner 

or boot polish. Perhaps it can read too! 

The native rat you are most likely to see  

is the Water Rat. Another large rat with 

a white tipped tail, it is predatory and 

catches fish, frogs, yabbies, and 

mussels in rivers, lakes and ever along 

the sea shore. It is more likely to be 

seen in the early morning or late 

evening and is a powerful swimmer and 

diver. A good indicator of its presence 

are little piles of mussel shells and 

yabby remains left on rocks near the 

watermark. 

Ratty 
Do's and Don'ts 

✓ Look up information on native 

rats and mice in your local 

museum or library. 

✓ Take any dead rats you can't 

identify to your state natural 

history museum—some native 

rats are very rare and the only 

way we find out about them is 

when people bring them in. 

✓ If you keep rats, remember they 

chew electrical cords if they can 

reach them. 

X Leave lids of garbage bins or 

exposed food around the house 

if you don't want to be visited by 

wild rats. 

X Try to pick up a live wild rat with 

bare hands—they can bite very 

hard. 

X Breed rats you can't find homes 

for—they're harder to find 

homes for than unwanted mice. 

Have you ever found neat little piles 

of empty garden snail shells in your 

garden, garage, or shed? These are the 

signs of another rat's past meal, but this 

time it's not a native rat—it's a Black Rat! 

The Black Rat is found in many back 

yards. It is a good climber (hence its 

other name of roof rat) and has a varied 

diet including small animals like snails, 

insects, small birds, flowers, seeds and 

most human foods. It is very nimble in 

the trees—someone once brought in a 

photo of a tiny "possum" that entertained 

him in his garden shrubs each 

evening—it was in fact a lovely picture 

of a black rat! 

Just for the record there may be 

more than one species of Black Rat in 

Australia but that's still being worked out 

too (that is, the Black Rats and the 

Alexandrine Rat look alike but may be 

separate species). The Black Rats' main 

claim to fame is that it harboured the 

flea that carried the Bubonic Plague. 

We've had plague in the early days of 

Sydney too—perhaps it's the plague 

that gave the rats a bad name—though 

they died of it too. 

The larger scruffy grey-brown rat you 

see around wharves, rail subway 

stations and rocky city beaches is 

another introduced rat. The Brown or 

Sewer Rat is a good swimmer so its 

often found near water. It is sometimes 

given credit for helping to stop the 

Bubonic Plague because neither the 

fleas nor the Black Rats like it too much 

and tend to leave when it invades. It also 
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Please return by the end of June to The Australian Program Committee, Girl 

Guides Association of Australia, PO Box 6, Strawberry Hills, 2012 NSW. 

Level 1 

First Choice 
	

Second Choice 

Level 2 

First Choice 
	

Second Choice 

Say it your way! 

Thank you for your suggestions for the names of achievement awards in the 

new Australian Guide Program. There will be three achievement awards for 

guides from eight years of age. The peak achievement award (level 3) will be 

called the Queen's Guide Award. As well, there already exists an award for 

young women over 18 years called the OBP Award, in memory of Olave, Lady 

Baden-Powell. 

Leaders, please photocopy this article for your unit or encourage your 

guides to write to the Program Committee with their first and second 

choices. 

We now ask you to vote for the names of the two achievement awards for 

guides from eight years. Suggestions received are as follows: 

Level 1D 

Agnes Baden-Powell Award 

Chief Commissioners Award 

Magpie Award 

Our Cabana Award 

Bronze BP 

Olave Emblem 

Fairy Award 

Matilda Award 

The Power of Guiding 

Junior BP 

Young Aussie 

Southern Cross Award 

Endeavour Award 

Gumtree Award 

Starburst Award 

Australis Badge 

(Level]  

Baden-Powell Award 

Loyal Award 

Princess Guide Award 

Trefoil Award 

Aussie Award 

Endeavour Award 

Silver BP 

Southern Cross Award 

Gumtree Achievement 

BP Award 

Gumtree Emblem 

Platypus Award 

Kangaroo Award 

Our Chalet Award 

Sangam Award 

Olave Baden-Powell Award 

the laboratory rat which in its various 

forms has taught us about biology and 

genetics and has streamlined many 

areas of medical research. Some of us 

may not be alive today it not for the 

contribution of the humble lab rat! 

Do they make good pets? Well, yes they 

do. They are more intelligent and 

affectionate than mice, have less odour 

than mice, and can be trained to do 

simple tricks. If you hold a mouse, you 

may end up with a handful of droppings 

and the mouse will most likely jump off 

your hand and hide behind the fridge. A 

rat, on the other hand, wouldn't dream 

of doing either if it knows you, although 

it may prefer to ride on your shoulder. If 

it falls off, it will often try to climb back 

up you leg to regain its perch. You will, 

however, get far more opposition to 

keeping a pet rat than a pet mouse. A 

childhood friend used to get past this by 

calling his rats "king mice" and I've 

heard of a woman who each evening 

feeds the "bald tailed squirrels" in her 

back garden. 

One final thing to consider (for no 

good reason). Rats live on no evil star is 

the same spelled forwards as 

backwards (a palindrome). 

13 
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The Australian 
Pledge 

"From this time 
forward under God 

I pledge my loyalty to 
Australia and its 

people, 
whose democratic 

beliefs I share, 
whose rights and 
liberties I respect, 

and 
whose laws I will 
uphold and obey". 

FEATURE 

A ►'LEDGE FULL OF 

S
ometimes a 

reminds us of the words of our 

Promise. For me, 15 February 

1996 was one such day. It was the day I 

made another promise—the Pledge of 

Australian Citizenship. 

As assistant leader of 1st Charters 

Towers Brownie Guides, I invited local 

members of the Association to my 

naturalisation ceremony. I was pleased 

when the Mayor of Charters Towers, 

Brian Beveridge, agreed to hold the 

ceremony during our meeting time to 

enable as many girls as possible to 

attend, and felt honoured that all the unit 

leaders from the district attended—as 

well as an ex-brownie leader friend! 

At a time when there is much debate 

about naturalisation, it is important to 

recognise the diversity of Australians 

and celebrate the cultural diversity both 

in our nation and in Australian guiding. 

The philosophy of the Australian 

citizenship pledge is reflected in the 

guide 	Promise 	and 	Law. 

Every member spends time reflecting 

the meaning of the Promise—whether  

as a new recruit brownie guide, 

reaffirming it as a guide, or as a ranger 

or leader. 

I first made my guide Promise as a 

brownie guide in 1972, then as a guide, 

a ranger and leader, all in New Zealand. 

When I became an assistant leader in 

Australia, I reaffirmed my Promise using 

international wording. 

Reflection on the Pledge of 

Citizenship also occurs formally—

there's form filling and an interview to 

assess whether or not a potential citizen 

is eligible. This includes questions to 

assess the understanding of the 

responsibilities and privileges of 

Australian citizenship. 

On the day of the ceremony I felt 

saddened that my New Zealand family  

couldn't be with me (or my fiance Neil 

who was sick), but felt proud to make 

the Pledge surrounded by members of 

my guiding family. They helped to make 

the day memorable for me—a day which 

brought the Promise into the wider 

community. 

Julie Chapman 

1st Charters Towers Brownie Guides 

Queensland 

Caption: Julie Chapman (back left) is 

pictured with Mayor of Charters Town 

Brian Beveridge and Brownie Guides 

Kylie Lee (left front) and Samantha Tucker 

(right front) at her naturalisation 

ceremony. Photo courtesy of The 

Northern Star. 

SUPER 
SEMAPHORE 

Fun 	Easy 

12 WPM in 5 hours 

Kits and Training 
available from PO 162 

Narromine 2821 

special event 
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FEATURE 

a 	sunny Saturday 	in Fund. Twenty four trauma dolls were 

November 1995, Taronga also 	donated, 	each 	bearing 	a 

Zoo 	was the pleased personalised brownie guide message. 

recipient of $100, On 	returning to North Turramurra 

energetically raised by 14 

brownie guides from Quirindi, New 

South Wales. The girls and leaders 

travelled to Sydney by bus to personally 

present their "zoo cheque". Imagine 

their thrill when they were asked to 

present the Girl Guides Association of 

New South Wales' state cheque for 

$1,612.00 as well! 

Presentations over, next port of call 

was the ocean pools at Long Reef 

beach. After a swim, they proceeded to 

their `home' for the night, which was 

North Turramurra guide hall, a place 

well known for brownie guide bush 

magic. Perhaps it was bush magic 

when dinners were delivered to the 

hall and monorail tickets were left as a 

gift on the hall steps? 

Bears on the Move 

Sunday was the Teddy Bear Picnic, 

which means all bears are allowed free 

train travel if accompanied by a child or 

an adult. Quirindi brownie guides took 

advantage of this generous State Rail 

offer and travelled from Gordon station 

to the Teddy Bear Picnic in top Tangara 

style. 

Two hundred dollars, raised by the 

brownie guides at a doll show, was 

presented to The Children's Hospital  

guide hall, more brownie guide bush 

magic had been at work, a huge teddy 

bear cake was waiting for the brownie 

guides to take back to Quirindi! 

On the Road Again 

Returning to Quirindi had become a 

problem as the bus trailers rear lights 

were not working. However, with the 

caretakers help, the fuses were repaired 

and the bus, set off for Quirindi, arriving 

at 2.30 am, Monday morning. Roll call at 

Quirindi Public School was minus 14 

tired little brownie guide faces that day. 

Service is giving 

Giving is loving 

Quirindi brownie guides love 

to give service 

At home and away. 

New South Wales 
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Did you KNOW? 

1 Koalas communicate with each 

other by making a noise like a 

snore and then a belch, known 

as a "bellow". 

2 Dogs and cars kill about 4,000 

koalas each year. 

3 An adult koala eats about 1/2 

to 1 kg of leaves each night. 

4 When koalas are born, they 

are only about 2 cm long. This 

is about as big as a jelly bean. 

5 Koalas are protected by law 

but their homes and food are 

not. 

Reprinted with kind permission of 

the Australia Koala Foundation 

rh 

4 	KO AO 

FEATURE 

A Ssie's Rel as 

It doesn't seem a 

year since Aussie 

came into my life. A 

cute 	little 	koala 

bundle, just 500gms, 

about six months old 

and very frightened 

when found in his 

mother's pouch. His 

mother was beheaded by a train on the 

railway line north of Grafton, New South 

Wales. 

I tucked my new arrival into a warm 

joey pouch with a pink teddy and he 

bonded immediately with his new 

companion. I put Aussie's bag inside a 

fleece lined washing basket with a heat 

pad. Gradually he left the basket and I 

hung his bag in a 'tree' in a corner of the 

lounge room. 

Aussie's progress was gradual. I was 

so excited the first time he climbed out 

of his bag, up a tree and sat in the fork. 

I started taking him outside and sitting 

with him under a small red gum tree 

known as 'Aussie's tree'. I could not 

move out of his sight or great panic and 

crying would ensue. Slowly I moved 

myself further and further away for short 

periods of time. After he started to jump 

from me to the trunk of his tree we 

decided to try a young red gum about 40 

feet high. The little scamp took to it like 

a veteran and promptly climbed right to 

the top! He settled down in a 

comfortable fork for a sleep in the sun. 

Living in the tree all day and coming 

inside at night to sleep in his bag 

became his lifestyle. He was 

approximately 10 months old when he 

discovered that rampaging at night  

around the lounge room was great fun. 

That was it. High time for the outside 

aviary. We set it up with large and small 

logs with different bark textures and 

plenty of good forks. He was put on two 

bottles a day of special koala formula 

and ate a great variety of leaves. He still 

loved to cuddle in my arms with his 

friend 'pink ted', completely relax and 

suck his bottle. 'Pink ted' now has pride 

of place, dirty and disreputable though 

he is, on the mantlepiece in the lounge 

room. 

At about 15 months we fenced in a 

group of six mixed gums which became 

his home until his release. He was given 

a variety of fresh leaves each evening 

and ate from the trees as well. He 

jumped well from branch to branch and 

did not show any fear or take much 

notice of humans. On 1 June 1995 I 

went out looking for a suitable release 

site. I collected leaves from this site for 

a month prior to the release. We set the 

date and made arrangements with the 

local press. Weighing in at 6 kg, Aussie 

was readied for release. He happily took 

to his new home. 

I shed a few tears but I felt good 

about his release. I would not have 

missed my year in his company for 

anything. Aussie, I wish you a long, 

happy life, plenty of your favourite gum 

tips and lots of pretty girl koalas. 

Good luck, Aussie! 

Adapted from an article by June 

Richards, Clarence Valley and reprinted 

with the permission of the Administrator, 

WIRES. 
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IDEAS FOR ACTION 

Funny ideas to choose from! 
These activities have been tried with girls aged seven and up and have proved very popular. Substitute 

the word 'patrol' or 'team' in the instructions for whatever is suitable for the group you are with. 

Choices 

Patrols are told they 

have to make team 

decisions on one item to 

be collected from each of 

the seven checkpoints. 

The only other information given 

is that at the end of the activity they will 

either have to cook or make a craft 

item—but won't find out which one until 

the end! Emphasise that each decision 

must be a team decision. 

Checkpoint choices 

Checkpoint 1 - choose either a box of 

matches or a sheet of newspaper. 

Checkpoint 2 - choose either a billy can 

or a jar of glue. 

Checkpoint 3 - choose either a cake of 

soap or a steel wool pad. 

Reassemble as a whole unit and 

discuss the reasons for each patrol's 

choices. Then, all may be revealed! 

Each patrol is given: 

• 1 packet of tiny saveloys 

• 1 hike stove and fuel 

• 1 bowl of ice cream 

• 1 bowl of jelly 

• 1 Popper for each girl 

• a wash up bowl 

Checkpoint 4 - choose either a candle 	• 	a tea towel. 

each or a spoon each. 	 The challenge is then to cook the 

Checkpoint 5 - choose either a plate 	saveloys and enjoy the food in the best 

each or a snake lolly. 	 possible way. The biggest problem 

Checkpoint 6 - choose either a straw 	belongs to those who did not choose 

each or a piece of material each. 	matches and a bit of bribery with other 

Checkpoint 7 - choose either a pair of 	patrols may be required! 

tongs for the group or a skewer each. 

Potato Chip Survey 

Each patrol is given six small packets of potato chips, each a different brand. 

The idea is to sample each brand and to compile a patrol and a unit report on 

each brand. 

Allocate a score out of 10 for each of the following questions: 

• package 	 appeal 

• price 	 shape of the chips 

• smell of the chips 	 taste of the chips 

• salt content 

Discuss the power and tactics of advertisers: 

• which TV or magazine advertisement appeals the most? 

• is there one which you find annoying? 

The unit then reassembles, discusses the answers and compiles a master score sheet. If time allows and the favourite 

brand selection comes down to two, it is fun to blindfold everyone and get them to try to identify the brands by taste. 

This is an informative and fun activity. You could substitute chocolate for chips another time. 
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Put out the Flame 
Place a lighted candle on a stool, 

one per team. Each team 

member runs up to the 

marked line and has two 

squirts of a water pistol to try to 

extinguish the flame. One team 

member stands behind the candle to 

re-light it. Count 1 point for each flame 

extinguished then score 5 for the winning 

team. 

IDEAS FOR ACTION  • 

Tropical Mini Olympics 

Patrol preparation 
• Make up a p.atrol or team banner or flag 

• Make up a patrol chant 

• On the day, fill the water balloons and prepare the 

equipment. 

Equipment 
• Scoreboard (space for up to 50 points) 

• Bowls of paint and a sponge for each patrol. 

Scoring 
• Scores are kept by the winning patrol tossing their paint 

filled sponge at the scoreboard to record each point 

scored. 

• Points are lost if their sponge covers another patrol's 

section of the board. 

Suggestions 
• In activities which are scored over a set time, it does not 

matter if teams are uneven in number. However, if it is a 

straight team race, it does matter and one (or more) 

players should be designated to run twice to make sure all 

teams have an even number of turns. Vary who has the 

extra turn each race so that all players share this role. If 

the race is really enjoyed and takes only a short time, a 

second turn can be had at that activity. 

• Only the winning team can score five points for each 

game, but it makes for a closer competition if points are 

awarded on a 5, 4. 3, 2, 1 or 5, 3, 1 basis, depending on 

the number of teams. 

• Always allow a short practice at each new activity before 

the actual contest. 

Figure of Eight Agility 
Draw a figure of eight on the floor. 

Each team member takes a turn to 

place a stick in a tin and push it around 

the figure of eight. First team finished 

scores the 5 points. The figures of eight 

must be the same size, or run one team after 

the other. 

Wet Chux Chase 

A relay race using two pieces of wet Chux per team. Each 

person uses the Chux to get from one end to the other without 

her feet touching the floor. Score 1 point for each team 

member running the distance over a set time. 

Discus Throwing 
From behind a marked line, toss 

stocking balls into a washing up 

bowl containing five litres of water. 

One team member stands behind 

the bowl and returns any balls that 

miss the bowl. Score 5 points for the 

team with the most balls in and the 

least loss of water. 
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IDEAS FOR ACTION 

Let the Games begin! 

Wet Sponge Hoop 
Each member takes a turn to toss her 

wet sponge through the hoop. The 

sponge is caught by a team member 

on the other side who squeezes the 

water into a bucket. The winning 

team is the one with the most water 

in the bucket. If the sponge does not 

go through the hoop, the water 

cannot be squeezed into the bucket. 

Score 5 points for the winner. and 

judge on time taken. 

Fly Swat Ball 
Using a fly swat, one team 

member at a time pushes a 

water filled water bomb 

balloon along the floor and 

flips it into a bowl. Score 5 

for the team with most 

balloons in the bowl. 

Shooting Gallery 
Make a sling shot from a rubber band. Hang balloons from a 

rope and each team member takes it in turn to 'shoot' at the 

balloons. The team with the most balloons burst scores 5 

points. 

Balloon Relay 
Teams form as for a shuttle relay. 

Toss the water filled balloon 

backwards and forwards with each 

player running behind her team 

after she has thrown. The 

winning team is the one whose 

balloon lasts longest. Winner scores 

5 points. 

Beached Whale Race 
One team member lies on her back at one end of the area with 

a bowl balanced on her tummy. Other team members take it 

in turn to fill a cup with water and run to pour it into the bowl. 

The team with the most water in the bowl wins. Score 5 

points for the winning team. 

Flipper the Seal 
Organise a shuttle relay with team members wearing flippers 

and holding a water filled balloon between their knees. Each 

girl exchanges flippers and balloon when she reaches the 

other side. First team finished with the balloon intact is the 

winner and scores the 5 points. 

Cheryl Flynn 

Northern Territory 
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Use this to display all your 

guiding badges! 

What You Need 

• 1 Photo Frame 

• 1 Piece medium cardboard—the same size as frame 

• 1 and a half ceramic pot (from craft shops) 

• Dry flowers 

• 1 length of batten (width of finished box) 

• Craft Glue 

• Oasis 

• Ribbon 

glass 

frame 

battens 

IDEAS FOR ACTION 

What You Do 

1. First remove pins from the back of frame, remove backing, 

leaving the glass in wooden frame. 

2. Measure and cut batten to fit inside the ledge of frame x 2 

3. Measure and cut batten for top and bottom to meet at right 

angles to side of the frame. 

4. Glue all corners and side edges. Fit box to frame. 

5. Make flower arrangement. 

6. Glue arrangement to card and allow it to dry. 

7. Glue card onto the back of the box. 

8. Tape edges to seal, add picture hooks and wire. 

Elizabeth Hill 

Western Australian Lones 

An Autumn Activity 

MATERIALS: 
Wide mouthed jam jars 

Lids from plastic ice cream containers 

Staples 

Daffodil or jonquil bulbs 

DIRECTIONS: 
• Cut a circle 10 cm in diameter from a plastic lid. Then cut 

a 5 cm circle from the centre of the larger circle. Cut a 

wedge about 4cm wide at the outside edge, tapering in 

towards the centre. 

• Overlap the two short edges to form a funnel shape and fix 

with staples. Set the funnel on the top of a jar. 

• Fill the jar with water until it comes to about half a 

centimetre below the bottom of the funnel. Place a bulb into 

the funnel, right side up and not quite touching the water. 

• Put the jar on a window-sill to be in good light but not direct 

sunlight (it gets too hot). 

• After a week or so roots will 

emerge and grow towards the 

water. Then leaves and buds 

will grow from the top and 

hopefully bloom! 

Judith Mugford 

Murray Malice Region 

South Australia 
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IDEAS FOR ACTION 

FILLERS  

Here are some filler ideas for those 

odd moments when a gap develops 

in the Program. We've used 

equipment most of you probably 

have in your unit cupboard. 

GUIDES  

MAKE A WORD 

Equipment: Card and Pen 

Write bold letters on about 20 small 

squares of card, one letter on each, and 

scatter them round the room. 

Call out a three or four letter words. 

Each group looks for the letters to make 

up the word and the first to do so wins a 

point. 

TWO BY TWO 

Equipment: Plasticine 

Tell the gumnut guides the story of 

Noah's Ark, stressing how God put a 

rainbow in the sky to remind us of His 

promise that He would never flood the 

earth again. Then the gumnut guides 

each make a pair of Plasticine animals 

to go into the Ark. 

BROWNIE  
GU IDES  

SCWEEZE-GRAB 

Equipment: Bean-bag. 

Girls, holding hands, stand in two long 

lines, opposite each other. At the top, 

place a chair with a bean-bag on it and 

at the bottom a leader stands holding 

the spare hand of each end girl. 

The leader squeezes both hands 

together, and the squeeze is passed 

along the line as fast as possible. As 

soon as the girls at the top of the lines 

receive the squeeze, they go for the 

bean-bag. The one who gets it wins a 

point for her team. The first girls then 

move to the bottom of their lines for the 

next turn. 

CHANGE PARTNERS 

No equipment is needed for this activity. 

Simply call out a set of circumstances, 

for instance: shoes the same colour, 

birthdays in the same month, having a 

younger sister, a dad with the same first 

name, choosing the same cereal that 

morning for breakfast. 

Each brownie guide must rush to find 

someone with whom she share 

something. Anyone without a partner 

after, say, 30 seconds, receives a 

penalty point. Brownie guides must 

change partners for each new set of 

facts called out. 

EASY SONGS 

Brownie guides can always fill a few 

spare moments by singing. Try these 

simple songs. Everyone will know the 

tunes and can easily learn the words 

and actions. 

If you're happy and you know it, clap 

your hands (clap, clap) (repeat) 

If you're happy and you know it and you 

really want to show it (repeat first line). 

Build up actions of your choice 

Head and shoulders, knees and toes 

(repeat) 

Eyes and ears, mouth and nose 

(repeat first line). 

Girls touch each part of the body as 

they mention it. The second time 

though, they don't sing "heads and 

shoulders" but mime it only. The third 

time they mime "knees and toes", then 

"eyes and ears", lastly "mouth and 

nose", but continue to touch all the parts 

of the body rhythmically. 

G~1DES  

OLD MASTERS 

Equipment: Paper, felt-tipped pens and 

a coloured picture. 

The leader describes a concealed 

picture in minute detail and guides 

follow her instructions to reproduce it. 

Afterwards, the masterpieces are 

compared with the original picture. 

KNOT SO EASY! 

Equipment: String 

Give each guide a 60 cm length of 

string. Challenge everyone to hold one 

end in each hand and to tie a knot 

without letting go of either end at any 

time. 

Here's how it's done. The string must 

be picked up at the outset by folding 

arms across the chest so that one wrist 

points down under the arm and the 

other up over the arm. 

Lean forward and pick up the string, 

then uncross your arms. Behold, a knot! 
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IDEAS FOR ACTION 

BUS FOR KIRIBATI 
BUS for Kiribati week was held last 

month? Did your unit do anything 

special to raise funds? Maybe you'd like 

to share your ideas with other units who 

have scheduled their fund raising efforts 

for later this year. 

To date, $4,211.00 has been raised! 

Make sure you send any monies raised 

to your state association as soon as 

possible so they can be included in the 

bus barometer which will be published 

in GiA each month. 

Don't forget, there are fabulous Bus 

for Kiribati cloth and metal badges 

available from your Guide Shop, and 

Bus for Kiribati Polo shirts are available 

from Guides Victoria. (See May 1996 

order form). 

1 
	

Make up a set of cards with the 16 compass points 

and play 'Compass Patience'. Compass Patience is 

just like clock patience but you use 16 compass 

points instead of 12 numbers! 

Make enough cards to put 4 on each 

KIRIBATI KWIZ 

1. What was Kiribati's other name? 

2. How many islands are there? 

3. What is the capital of Kiribati? 

4. What languages are spoken in 

Kiribati? 

5. What is the main religion? 

6. What grows in Kiribati? 

7. When did guiding start in Kiribati? 

8 . When did Kiribati becomes a 

member of WAGGGS. 

9. Where was the World Conference 

that year? 

10. What is the name of the youngest 

group of guides called? 

1 

4 	You could reduce the number of cards for learners 

and add cards as their knowledge increases. For 

example you could start with just the initials for the 8 

points. 

5 Then try the following combinations: 

Here's a great compass game... 

d 

a 

point-2 with the initials and 2 with 

degrees (ie S, 180, S. 180). 

3 	Deal out in a circle until all the 

cards are used. Pick up a card 

from North and put it under the 

correct pile. Pick a card from that 

pile and continue. 

8 points with initials and degrees 

16 points with initials only 

16 points with initials and degrees 

You can use this for guides of any age, 

adapting it accordingly, and it's great for 

lones! 

Margaret Heavey 

Lones 

New Zealand 

L 
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Vents cut 
in open end 

vents punched 
in closed end 

wire coathanger 
handle 

Buddy burner 
You need: 

• small tin can such as a small fruit tin 

• large tin can such as a Milo tin or large fruit tin 

• 2 or 3 candles and an old saucepan to melt them in 

• scissors 

• tin snips 

• corrugated cardboard from old cardboard boxes 

• wire coathanger 

• can opener 

1. Cut the cardboard to the same height as the small can. You may need 

more than one strip. Roll it into a tight circle, adding extra strips of 

cardboard as needed until the roll just fits into the small tin. 

Melt the candles in the old saucepan and pour wax over the roll of 

corrugated cardboard in the small tin. 

Using the tin snips, cut vents into the open end of the large tin can. Use 

the can opener to punch holes into the side of the tin can at the closed 

end. 

4. Wrap the wire coathanger around the top of the large tin to use as a 

handle. (This tin gets hot when cooking). 

Now you are ready to use your Buddy Burner. 

The corrugated cardboard roll acts as a large wick and when lit, the whole 

surface of the can becomes a flame. When the larger can is placed over the 

top of the burner, it can be used as a cook-top or a pan or billy can be 

placed on top of it. If the larger can has a deep enough lip, you can cook 

foods such as pancakes directly on top of it (no other utensils required). 

Evie Gerblich 

Junior Leader 

South Australia 

r 

tin can Corrugated cardboard—ready to roll! 

Toadstool bread 

Use normal bread dough. Fill 

almost to the top (a long thin 440 

gm spaghetti or soup tin) with 

dough. Bake. As the bread rises it 

overflows to make a toadstool. You 

can sprinkle the top with sesame 

seeds too! 

IDEAS FOR ACTION 

L 	  
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Clapping Game 
Girls stand in a circle and extend their 

hands so that each person's right hand 

is in front of the next person's left hand. 

Everyone says the rhyme below in time. 

The first girl uses her right hand to 

clap the hand of the girl on her left, 

returns her hand to the original position 

and the clap passes round the circle. 

The person clapping at 'tap tap tap' 

(refer to rhyme), claps three times. On 

'three', the person must clap the hand of 

the girl on her left—if she misses she's 

out and sits inside the circle. If she hits 

the hand of the girl on her left, then the 

girl who got hit is out and she sits inside 

the circle. 

The rhyme is 

Za Macarajah 

Sadie Ay, Sadie Ay 

Laya Laya Tap Tap Tap 

Laya Laya Tap Tap Tap 

One Two Three 

Julie Bailey 

Barossa Valley Brownie Guides 

South Australia 



Ride on! 
Box Hill Guide Leader, Narelle Nancarrow, together with five other riders, cycled 
1,000 km through Victoria to raise money for the Peter MacCallum Cancer 
Institute. Their route took them north to Wangaratta, along the Murray Valley 
Highway to Echuca, and back to Melbourne via Ballarat. 

The gruelling ride helped Narelle to complete her service component for the 
gold Duke of Edinburgh award scheme. 

Along the way, Narelle and her team were welcomed by local guiding people, 
including St Arnaud Brownie Guides and Guides who helped by earning 
sponsorship for their own 20 km bush cycle. 

/Mb 

FEATURE 

 

--INIMMI111117 

of 

I

woke to the rising sun and pulled 

my woolly hat over my ears before 

snuggling into my warm sleeping 

bag, savouring the joy of being under 

canvas again. 

With the sun came bird song, the 

magpies calling their greeting to a new 

day, a pair of kookaburra laughing at the 

follies of humans, the distant cawing of 

the crows and the unfamiliar calls of 

birds I didn't know. 

The camp lay sleeping on a little flat 

with a tree covered, curved bank 

behind. The marquee forms the dining 

and activity tent and next to it the auto 

tent acts as the food preparation and 

storage area. The first aid and sleeping 

tents complete the picture. 

I looked at my sleeping camp staff... 

my first aider who will provide mainly 

Bandaids and tender loving care to  

homesick guides; my daughter, whose 

camp cooking skills far exceed those 

she shows at home and my assistant 

leader-in-charge who is the most 

experienced of us all. 

It has taken some time to reach this 

this point. I had attended camp training 

weekends, both theory and practical, 

staffed on the other camps and made 

long lists of camp needs. With the 

guides help we organised a program 

and menu. Even though this was a small 

camp, the shopping list seemed 

enormous! 

Whilst the camp slept, I rose to enjoy 

the solitude in the dew washed morning 

and indulge in my love of lighting the 

cooking fire. As the grass and gum 

leaves flared and the flames lit the little 

sticks, I breathed in the sharp smell of 

smoke. With the fire burning I put on a  

billy for an early morning cuppa and a 

dixie of water for washing. Maybe warm 

water will persuade the girls to wash 

when they wake? 

As I drank my tea, the camp began to 

stir. First the staff and gradually the girls, 

tousled and rosy from their night's sleep, 

were drawn to the warmth and 

brightness of the fire. 

A feeling of achievement and 

happiness flowed through me. I had 

gained my Camp Certificate and the 

right to take my own guide unit camping. 

Once again I was camping and was now 

able to share the joy with the girls in my 

care. 
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LONE 

Belinda Scott. Photo by P. Scott. 

haa ft 

Bright glowies for evening fetes, carnivals, discos, 
concerts, cracker nights and barbeques 

A safe alternative to candles. Last for hours 
Glowing lightsticks, lightropes, bracelets, 

frisbees, balls and much more. 

CALL NOW FOR OUR FREE BROCHURE ! 

FINK INTERNATIONAL PTY LTD 
Phone: (03) 9589 4300 Fax: (03) 9589 4322 

Mobile: 018 346388 

Everything 
Glows! 

Fabulous fundraising after dark 

FEATURE 

THE Queen's Guide Award is a 

challenge for any ranger guide. Even 

with support of the guide unit, there is 

always lots of work to be done. Lone 

ranger guides have the additional 

challenge of gaining this award in 

isolation. 

Trinity Lone Ranger, Yvonne Dann, 

decided to make trauma dolls for 

hospitals as part of her Queen's Guide 

Award. The doll are of made of calico—

faces, hair, and clothes are added by 

the child to make the doll their very own. 

Yvonne's request for additional 

trauma dolls, along with a doll pattern, 

was included in a "round robin" unit 

letter. 

Photo by Belinda Scott. 

Yvonne, was not alone on her 

Queen's Guide Award Mission. Belinda 

Scott (above right) got busy with the 

scissors and sewing needles to make a 

whole family of trauma dolls which she 

gave to Yvonne at a recent Queensland • 

State Lone Units Gathering (SLUG). 

During SLUG, lones enjoyed 

pioneering with lone friend Joan Wilson. 

Trinity Ranger Guides Karen Wells and 

Heather Verschaeren (right) are 

pictured on a raft made of inflated 

plastic garbage bags. 

As you can tell, there is more to 

being in lones than just writing to round-

robin letters. Lones find ways to meet 

challenges and have fun! 

Jill Hogrefe 

Queensland Lone Adviser 

 

Photo by Belinda Scott. 
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"Wow ... look at her now" 

Annette Piotrowski's family were very scout and 

guide orientated, so it wasn't long before she was 

a brownie guide with 1st Attadale Brownie Guide 

Unit, a guide with 1st Melville Guide Unit, and then 

a ranger with Anson-Munjarra Sea Rangers. As a 

guide, Annette obtained her Queens Guide and 

as a ranger, went on to participate in the Duke of 

Edinburgh awards. 

After leaving school, Annette studied physiotherapy, and now works as a 

lecturer in Physiotherapy at Curtin University. She is married with two small 

children. 

Annette believes that being a patrol leader helped her to learn to accept 

responsibility, to work as a team member and to be organised. Today, she uses 

all of these skills in her job. She felt it was invaluable learning to 'come up 

through the ranks', from being a patrol member, to a patrol leader. Once a 

patrol leader, Annette realised she furthered her leaning by gaining her patrol 

camp permit and other badges. So, what are you waiting for Annette...we'd 

welcome you back with open arms! There are a lot more adult badges for you 

to complete yet! 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN NEWS 

Trefoil News 

Wherever I seem to venture lately 

—guiding, family or work. I seem 

to be part of change or challenge. 

There will be change for us at 

Guide House with a new 

executive officer soon to be 

appointed, as Leith Rhodes-Smith 

(SEO) has retired. 

Within my family, changes will 

occur when our daughter returns 

from overseas having been away 

ten months, and at my work, I 

have a new boss so there have 

been changes and challenges 

there. 

A young friend recently invited 

me to attend her guide enrolment. 

Being part of that special 

ceremony which would allow her 

to be on the ground floor of the 

changes and challenges guiding 

faces in the months to come was 

very exciting. As the guides 

served me their wares for their 

Hostess Badge, and I witnessed 

the joy of several others being 

presented with their Collectors 

Badge, the evening brought back 

happy memories of when I was a 

guide leader. 

A saying by Heywood, 

"Nothing is impossible to a willing 

heart", is one I keep in the back of 

my mind as I face the challenge of 

change. Our 'willing heart' is the 

members of our association and 

that is why I am involved. 

Pam Denny 

Assistant 

State Commissioner 

Western Australian Trefoil Guild 

members get together for Thinking Day 

every year. This year, the McLarty Guild 

in Rockingham organised a wonderful 

day in a much needed air conditioned 

hall! 

Guest speaker, Liz Butson, spoke of 

the changes that will occur in guiding, 

and Des Cohen told us about her visit to 

Victoria for the reunion of guide 

members in service during the war. 

Over a superb lunch we completed a 

Thinking Day quiz, and in the afternoon, 

were entertained by a belly dancer, 

before hearing the Thinking Day 

message and our final speaker who 

spoke on the history of Rockingham. 

Many thanks to the McLarty Guild for 

a lovely day of fun and fellowship—you 

certainly widened our horizons! 

Jean Thomson, WA Trefoil Guild 

Elisa Stazzonelli and Simone Ruggiero 

from 1Kardinya Brownie Guides after 

visiting an Aboriginal ochre pit during their 

Jupiter Jaunt Camp. Photo by Kim 

Dravnieks. 
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I must admit there wasn't much 

sign of a silver lining as I made 

the three hour trip to Hobart one 

night in low cloud, gale force 

winds and pouring rain—another 

challenge presented by guiding! 

However the silver lining was 

apparent the next day, when, still 

in pouring rain, Assistant State 

Commissioner, Cheryl Wilson, 

and I visited our new state 

president, Lady Green, at 

Government House. We were 

delighted with her enthusiasm for 

the role and her desire to 

demonstrate her commitment to 

guiding by making her Promise. 

Tasmania's 	Government 

House is an historic sandstone 

building on the Domain. When 

Lady Green asked if we would 

like to see the view from the clock 

tower, the turret where the flag 

flies, we agreed readily. 

One gains a real sense of 

history in a building such as this, 

and our President enjoyed 

sharing her love of this elegant 

building, bringing the house to life 

with many amusing anecdotes. 

A piece of trivia—the official 

flag is raised and lowered by the 

push of a button in the kitchen 

way below! 

A bit like guiding really, isn't it? 

The fundamental traditions and 

history will be there, but 

innovations and developments 

will keep us relevant to today's 

girls. 

Diane Truskett 

State Commissioner 

Fairground Attraction 

Guide units and leaders in the north of 

the state took time to assist the National 

Trust of Tasmania. Stately Clarendon 

House, near Evandale, was transformed 

into a fair ground featuring colourful 

stalls and beautiful music. Guides 

directed traffic, ran messages, sold 

raffle tickets, assisted on stalls, and 

helped with a competition to name a 

gigantic teddy bear, who incidentally 

was christened, Sebastian. 

The National Trust representatives 

praised the work of our Association and 

especially the girls involved. It was a 

great public relations exercise—guides 

were seen having fun and making good 

use of their time. 

Float Into The Future 

Ulverstone Girl Guides took guiding 

beyond the year 2000 with their float in 

a recent street parade. Wonderful outfits 

were created by brownie guide parents, 

while suns, moons, stars, planets and 

silver dome tents filled the truck's tray 

with cosmic splendour. All the hard work 

paid off with Ulverstone Girl Guides 

winning of the Overall Best Float Trophy. 

International Travel 

The last few months have seen a 

number of guiding travellers attending 

events overseas. Clare McNamara, 

Nicole Wilson, Georgia and Adree Innes 

attended the New Zealand Guide event 

Adventure '96, Ineke Kasteel has 

recently returned from a service project 

and camp for Indian children based at 

Sangam Dianna Baker also visited New 

Zealand as a representative of the State 

Training Team at Zoom. These young 

women are now settling down to 

'normal' life again amid evaluation forms  

and requests from numerous groups to 

share their experiences—which they are 

more than willing to do. International 

travel for Tasmanian guides and leaders 

does not stop here though, as Shona 

Squire prepares to attend a camp for 

leaders in Sweden followed by a visit to 

Our Chalet. Melissa Fogarty will take 

part in the Japanese Chiba Council 

International Guide Camp in July. 

Support Group News 

1996 is proving to be an interesting year 

for me. I have returned as Support 

Group Adviser after a six year break 

from guiding. Luckily, the previous 

Support Group Leader lives close by—

and she often receives phone calls from 

me requesting clarification on certain 

points. 

Returning to guiding now, with the 

winds of change sweeping through the 

Association, has proved very exciting. It 

will be fantastic to be involved in 

implementing these changes and to see 

the results. 

I am already involved with this year's 

Support Group Conference committee. I 

have accepted invitations to several 

annual general meetings and 

participated in a teleconference—a first 

for me—with my counterparts in other 

states. 

I no longer feel isolated in this 

position and hope to meet many more 

support group members throughout my 

term of office. 

Robyn Harrison 

Support Group Adviser 

TASMANIAN NEWS 
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The weekend at Elder Park was 

really something, wasn't it? It was 

great seeing the girls having a 

really good time. Rundle Mall was 

alive with girls in blue flocking to 

McDonald's for breakfast. People 

stopped me and asked what was 

going on. It was a great P.R. 

exercise. From all quarters I 

heard comments of their 

outstandingly good behaviour. I 

felt so proud! 

Act of Loyalty was something 

else! My chest swelled with pride 

when I saw the sea of blue 

parading in. We so rarely see so 

many guides across the age 

groups in one place. The whole 

exercise certainly achieved its 

aim of giving guides of all ages an 

opportunity to see that they are 

part of much larger organisation. 

I believe there is great value 

for the younger girls to see the 

Queen's Guides and Junior 

Leaders receive their awards. I 

have no doubt the ceremony 

highlights that the awards are 

worth striving for. 

The new program will allow 

girls to work towards a peak 

award which counts towards the 

Queen's Guide Award almost 

from the point of joining guides. 

This very positive arrangement is 

designed to encourage them on 

to the next step. I have no doubt 

that in a few years some of those 

watching will be recipients 

themselves. Such is the power of 

example! 

Dorothy Price 

State Commissioner 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN NEWS 

Clean Up Day 

Gawler District were among many South 

Australian guiding people who cleaned 

up Australia in March. They collected 20 

heavy bags of broken glass and other 

rubbish including one rusty bicycle, and 

made the local paper. Well done! 

Blown Away 

Westbourne Park, Belair, Tailem Bend 

and Dernancourt Guides were literally 

blown away at their canoe camp! They 

arrived at the campsite to discover it had 

been washed out and all but one vehicle 

got bogged. They had just settled for the 

night after setting up camp, when the 

wind started to blow and within a few 

minutes their tents and equipment were 

at risk of being blown away! Strong 

winds got people out of beds to ensure 

their tents were pegged down and 

secure enough. I heard there were girls 

in their tents eating lollies while their 

leaders, in various states of dress, were 

sitting on the tents to stop them blowing 

away! And they didn't even get a lolly!! 

Oh—yes, the weather did improve and 

they did get to go canoeing after all. 

Peak Achievers 

Peak Achievement Awards were 

presented at Government House at the 

end of March. Louise Bell, Sally 

Burgess, Samantha Dunstan, Trudy 

O'Connor and Francesca Wills received 

their Queens Guide Award Certificates; 

Lisa Frederick. Jessica Holding, Cherry 

Reynolds, Alicia Goode, Carol Hannam, 

Robyn Schmidt, Heather Merrett, Kylie 

Millington, Evie Gerblich, Sarah 

Donnon, Sarah Burton, Heidi Maurer, 

Rebecca Jolley and Kate O'Leary 

received the Junior Leader Award  

Certificates; and Louise Branford 

received the Olave Baden-Powell 

Award. Congratulations! 

Puppet Power 

1st Colonel Light Gardens Brownie 

Guides have been making puppets. 

Brigitta Altschwager writes "Last year 

we made marionette puppets. It was 

fun. We used stockings, stuffing and 

material. We drew a face then sewed it 

on to the head, stuffed the body and 

sewed on the arms and legs. The 

clothes were fun to make. The leaders 

strung the puppets". 

Fun In the Park 

Murray Bridge District held a "Fun in the 

Park" day for girls in their area. There 

was a great selection of activities to 

choose from including a blind maze, a 

carton crawl, face painting, gumnut 

craft, lots of different things to cook and 

a chance to try line dancing. We also 

screen printed our own blanket badges 

as one of the activities. We received 

great publicity from the local radio 

station and newspaper and many girls 

who aren't guides participated in the 

activities. 

Desima Moulds 

Junior Leader 
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I drove to Guide House this 

morning, across the Harbour 

Bridge. The harbour was blue and 

sparkling in the sun, the Opera 

House sails were shining, flags 

flying—Sydney looked fabulous. 

What a great welcome for all the 

international and interstate guide 

visitors we are expecting today! 

The most important part of the 

welcome will be the hospitality 

and friendship they find with 

guiding people. If you are 

fortunate enough to travel and 

experience guide hospitality, then 

the world of friendship becomes 

wider—and if you stay at home 

and welcome visitors, it becomes 

wider still!! 

The children in particular will 

remember their visitors for a very 

long time. They'll appreciate the 

differences—uniform, accents, 

and perhaps appearance too. 

Most of all they'll begin to 

understand the links that guiding 

builds around the world. 

Your homes, your district, your 

region. your division, share the 

warmth and excitement. 

Stay-at-homes' have a very 

important part to play in 

international guiding. 

To travel is wonderful, but to 

give and to share guide 

hospitality is tops! 

Liz Davies 

State Commissioner 

AGM Reminder 

Members are invited to the Annual 

General Meeting of State Council which 

will be held at the Salvation Army 

Congress Hall, 140 Elizabeth Street, 

Sydney, on Thursday 13 June 1996 at 

7.45 pm. 

Induction of the New 
Governor 

Unlike his predecessors whose pledges 

of allegiance to the Queen and the state 

of NSW were made in State Parliament, 

the induction of the NSW Governor, Mr 

Gordon Samuels, was recently held at 

Government House. In his acceptance 

speech, Mr Samuels paid tribute to 

former governors for their enthusiasm in 

service to the people of NSW. 

Representatives of the Association were 

privileged to be present at the 

ceremony. The state executive has 

invited Mrs Samuels to be president of 

the Girl Guides' Association of NSW. 

An Historic Promise 

At midnight at Norfolk Island on New 

Year's Eve, a 200 year old pine tree 

sheltered a young ranger guide who 

was making her Promise. Samantha 

Stonehouse chose this historic site, 

which appeared in early paintings of the 

convict settlement, for her own historic 

guiding moment. Samantha, and 13 

other Ku-ring-gai ranger guides, had 

flown to the island for a week's holiday, 

which they probably needed after they 

had finished all their fundraising to 

finance the trip! Samantha, special 

congratulations from the editor, your 

former brownie guide leader! 

Bandaged Bear Day 

More than 200,000 brave little 

bandaged bears and posters were sent 

out to raise money for the new 

Childrens' Hospital. Rangers, ranger 

guides and junior leaders had given 

many hours service packing and 

preparing the bears for this event. In 

recognition, Dr John Yu, Chief Executive 

of the Childrens' Hospital and 1996 

Australian of the Year, presented the 

Association with a thank you plaque, 

which will be on display at Guide House. 

Northern Beaches Break 
the Drought 

Northern Beaches Trefoil Guild have 

been hard at work again, this time giving 

valuable assistance at the Glengarry 

Drought Camp. Their support flowed 

across many channels—making 

sandwiches, setting tables, creating 

camp badges and serving cups of tea. 

A kindness cup to help break the back of 

the drought. 

Out and About 

Eurofest—an annual event hosting a 

grand parade of nations and activities, 

will, for the first time, include a guiding 

display. Northern Beaches guides 

erected a flagpole and rangers and 

guides, in Colour Party, broke the 

colours for the National Anthem. 

Eurofest '96 will be held on 19 and 20 

October 1996. In between JOTA 

activities, this region intends to make 

sure guiding is seen at Eurofest '96. 

NEW SOUTH WALES NEWS 
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It is natural for us to want to be 

good at what we do. How do we 

know? Test yourself and see if 

you can answer "yes" to all these 

statements. It may be especially 

useful when you are splitting the 

tasks to ease the load, 

recognising that everyone, be 

they a leader, a parent, or 

occasional helper, has a unique 

contribution to make. 

1. I know my strengths and 

weaknesses. We need to know 

this so we can identify people who 

bring different talents to the team, 

so that together, the best results 

can be achieved. 

2. I'm good at judging others' 

abilities. This helps enormously 

in getting the right "fit" for the right 

person. It helps you to quickly 

assess people's skills and training 

needs. 

3 I can delegate. Successful 

leaders delegate to free up their 

time to do other things and to give 

those around them a chance to 

grow. 

4. I'm a good teacher. We must 

allow others to make mistakes 

and learn from them. We must 

also let others know it's all right if 

they don't approach a task the 

same way we would. 

5. I can share credit and accept 

blame equally well. Sharing the 

credit for what goes well goes 

hand-in-hand with accepting the 

blame when others make 

mistakes. 

Heather Barton 

State Commissioner 

Anzac Day Leader 
Vcr

i
44' • 

Former Victorian 	retary, 1Vlss 

Doris Carter OBE, was chosen as the 

first woman to co-lead Melbourne's 

1996 Anzac Day march. Now 84, Miss 

Carter served in the Women's Australian 

Auxiliary Air Force from 1942 until she 

joined the Department of Post War 

Reconstruction in 1945. Leading a big 

procession was nothing new for Miss 

Carter, who headed the Australian team 

on to the Melbourne Cricket Ground at 

the opening of the 1956 Olympics. In 

1936, she competed in the high jump in 

the Olympic Games in Berlin, the first 

Victorian female athlete to do so. 

Guides can do Anything! 

On a bright, sunny March day in 

Melbourne, an enthusiastic crowd 

enjoyed the Moomba Parade. In a prime 

position 	behind a banner which 

proclaimed Guides Can Do Anything 

came a contingent of more than 100 

girls from Guides Victoria. Outfitted for 

roller-blading, caving, camping, horse 

riding, surfing, netball, hiking and more, 

some carrying dome tents, they were an 

impressive sight. A group of ranger 

guides provided 'street music', and 

bringing up the rear was a power boat 

provided by Mercury Marine, complete 

with girls in swimming gear. 

The Parade was televised live and 

seen by thousands of viewers. The 

commentator, whose daughter is a 

brownie guide, was full of praise for 

guiding. What a day! 

Watch Them Grow 

Metropolitan and regional TV stations 

are 	currently 	screening 	an 

advertisement promoting guiding as a 

community service announcement. 

Produced with the generous assistance 

of Indelible Link Pty Ltd, Channel 10 and 

Kiss Visual Design, the advertisement 

is very eye-catching and unusual. 

Through a technique called "morfing", 

within the space of 15 seconds four 

seven year old girls grow to 12 year 

olds, as the voice-over says "In today's 

world, where does a young girl turn for 

fun, excitement, friendship and the skills 

training she needs to reach her full 

potential? Where? The Guides—

growing the girl into the woman." 

Positively Me 

District Leaders' Day on 16 March 1996 

saw the launch of Positively Me, a kit of 

program ideas designed to promote 

self-esteem. The kit was conceived and 

put together by four young leaders, 

Carolyn Moore, Fleur Cousins, Nicole 

Wilson and Tania Urquhart, who trialled 

the activities on their own units. 

Production of the kit was made possible 

by a grant from the Victorian Health 

Promotion Foundation (Vic Health). It 

has been distributed free to all units in 

Victoria. 

A Poser To Solve 

How well do you know your city and 

country towns? To help improve your 

geography, there'll be a poser each 

month for you to solve. 

For example: Q: A town of agonies. 

A: Payneville. 

This months clue: Purchase a tasty 

bird. Watch this space in July GiA for 

the answer. 

VICTORIAN NEWS 
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I was recently asked, "Can we 

have a brownie guide unit and a 

cub pack run as one?". The 

answer is yes, we can. 

Groote Eylandt is a small 

island located east of Darwin in 

the Gulf of Carpentaria. It is a rich 

manganese mining area where 

the land is owned by traditional 

Aboriginal people. Non Aboriginal 

access to the island is restricted 

to Alyangula, the mining area, 

unless a special permit is 

granted. Mining people stay an 

average of two years and many 

children go to boarding school in 

their early secondary years. 

Brownie guides and guides 

have run in Alyangula over the 

years with varying degrees of 

support. At present. the numbers 

are up and I hope the new joint 

brownie guide/cub will ensure this 

interest is maintained. Brownie 

guide leader Francis Turner is 

willing to hold warrants in both 

Associations and accepts help 

from parents in a number of ways. 

I am sure other leaders will be 

keen to follow up on this flexible 

initiative to see how we can work 

in joint ventures with the Scout 

Association. 

Eileen Roberts has left Alice 

Springs after many years of 

service to our Association in a 

variety of roles. In recognition of 

her contribution to guiding in Alice 

Spring, Eileen was presented 

with the Banksia Award at her 

recent farewell morning tea. 

Carrol Lynch 

State Commissioner 

NORTHERN TERRITORY NEWS 

Tennant Creek Spies 

Tennant Creek Guide Unit recently 

spent a wonderful meeting playing 

'Spies'. 

Platypus Patrol were spies looking 

for information on the location of the 

highly classified, newly invented pellets 

for rocket fuel. Wombat Patrol were 

international agents trying to find out 

what the spies were looking for. Both 

groups tried very hard to avoid the Blue 

Wren Patrol who held warrants to arrest 

any suspicious characters. Wombat 

Patrol almost got away with telling them 

they had escaped from a mental asylum 

until the 'police' decided to place them in 

custody for their own good! 

The spies thought they had won that 

round until they returned to the hall and 

found the scientists had become 

cautious and hidden the pellets. Armed 

with maps, the three groups searched 

until they each found a supply of what 

they thought were the rocket pellets. 

They turned out to be Smarties and so 

were shared for supper. 

Shelagh Walsh 

Tennant Creek Guides 

Alice Springs News 

+ Welcome back to Fleur Mundy who 

has been on leave of absence since 

the birth of her daughter. Fleur is the 

assistant leader of the 2nd 

MacDonnell Brownie Guide Unit. 

+ Gretchen Cole has joined 1st 

MacDonnell Brownie Guide Unit. 

Gretchen is a girl scout leader and 

trainer from the USA and we are very 

pleased to welcome her to our 

Australian guide family. 

+ Sue Ride was invited to present the 

three Alice Springs B-P Emblem 

recipients with their badges at a 

ceremony on top of Anzac Hill. The  

invitation said to meet at the Guide 

Hall and Sue's question about getting 

to the top of Anzac Hill received a 

rather non-committal reply. Imagine 

her surprise when four Harley 

Davidson motorbikes pulled up! The 

helmet didn't do much for the hair-do 

but the magnificent feeling as she 

rode through town and up the Hill 

made up for it! 

Anzac Hill is a wonderful vantage 

point to view Alice Springs and many 

tourists were onlookers at the recent 

B-P badge presentation ceremony. 

What an advertisement for guiding! 

+ Members in the Centre collected 

$206.75 for the Thinking Day Fund. A 

great effort—thank you all for your 

generous donations. 

Theme Meetings 

Last year leaders in Alice Springs 

trialled meetings using the themes of 

Halloween, Christmas and Thinking 

Day. These very successful theme 

monthly meetings gave the leaders the 

opportunity to share ideas for programs, 

crafts and games. 

The themes for this year are: 

February 
	

Valentines Day 

March 
	

Easter and Anzac Day 

April 
	

Mothers Day and cooking 

May 
	

Environment and 

out-of-doors 

August 
	

Fathers Day and science 

September Four World Centres 

October 
	

Christmas 

November Thinking Day 

If you would like a copy of our 

monthly ideas, please let me know and I 

will be happy to send them to you. The 

address is PO Box 303, Alice Springs 

NT 0871. 

Sue Ride 

Central Australia 
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Last month, I wrote about talent. 

This month I thought I would 

explore something that goes 

hand-in-hand with talent. 

On my childrens' noticeboards 

and in my office is the very 

famous quote of Calvin Coolidge: 

"Nothing in the world can take the 

place of persistence. 

Talent will not: nothing is more 

common than unsuccessful men 

with talent. 

Genius will not: unrewarded 

genius is almost a proverb. 

Education will not: the world is full 

of educated derelicts. 

Persistence and determination 

alone are omnipotent. The slogan 

press on' has solved and always 

will solve the problems of the 

human race." 

We all have many talents but 

unless we use them and show 

persistence and determination we 

will not move forward. 

There have been some 

amazing examples of persistence 

over the last few months, both in 

the political and sporting arenas. I 

am sure all of you could think 

of someone you know who, 

through 	persistence, 	has 

succeeded against seemingly 

insurmountable odds. 

We need to pass on this 

"talent" to our youth of today so 

that they too can achieve their 

dreams. 

Elizabeth Gilchrist 

State Commissioner 

More than a thousand guides from all 

over Queensland gathered at Kindilan, 

Queensland's state training centre and 

campsite in the quiet hours of evening to 

help retiring State Commissioner, Ann 

Fletcher, celebrate the conclusion of her 

five year term of office. 

Ann chose to retire at a ceremony 

following a campfire, the time honoured 

way used by guides all over the world to 

mark meaningful occasions, have fun 

and celebrate the magic of guiding. 

The campfire celebration began with 

three leaders donning aprons and 

cooking up a very magic guiding 

recipe—one which saw the campfire 

light itself! 

A thousand voices broke the stillness 

of the evening as songs from around the 

world lifted into the clear night sky, 

soaring towards the stars. A well known 

chant should have been heard many 

kilometres away it was done with such 

enthusiasm! 

As the campfire drew to a close, the 

campfire leaders escorted Ann, 

Elizabeth and guests to the stage. Choir 

members joined them and a moving, 

very memorable, hand-over ceremony 

commenced. 

The songs for the official part of the 

evening were chosen very carefully had 

been practiced for weeks were sung 

with considerable difficulty—have you 

ever tried to sing when you feel like 

crying? 

Ann spoke confidently and reminded 

us all of just how visible she has been 

throughout every part of this state. Few 

guides can say they did not have an 

opportunity to meet her during her 

travels. Many feel they made a friend 

when Ann visited all the regions. She 

has been a wonderful ambassador for 

guiding and for Queensland. 

Soon it was time for the badge of 

office to be handed over and Ann's 

youngest grandchild, Katrina (20 

months) relieved the poignancy of the 

ceremony by bursting into tears with 

simply wonderful timing. 

Elizabeth Gilchrist, incoming state 

commissioner was welcomed with a 

rousing song. She spoke on her aims for 

guiding, concluding her inaugural 

speech with a quotation about 

enthusiasm—something Elizabeth has 

in abundance. 

Guiding spirit was bright that night 

and memories were charged with the 

wonderful, positive things that happen 

when guides gather to honour those 

they hold dear. It was a special event 

which brought together the creativity 

and talents of many people. 

Queensland bids Ann a fond farewell 

and welcomes Elizabeth to the 

challenging role of state commissioner. 

Ann Fletcher (left) welcomes Elizabeth 

Gilchrist (right) as Queensland's new state 

commissioner 

QUEENSLAND NEWS 
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Tully guides and scouts 
combine for Thinking Day 

GUIDES and scouts in Tully, North 

Queensland, joined together to 

celebrate Thinking Day this year. 

Violet Smith Park came alive with 

nearly 100 children ranging in age 

from six to 18 years. 

The gumnut guides, brownie 

guides and cubs joined forces to 

make Thinking Day Whiz Wheels, and 

cut out and decorate 'Peace Hands'. 

The guides and scouts formed patrols 

to go around town to find out how 

much they knew about Tully and the 

ranger guides erected a small 

lightweight camping display. 

To complete the afternoon, several 

brownie guides were making the big 

move to guides. To help them on their 

way, the scouts and cubs had made 

special 'chariots'. 

You have to be in it to win as the 

saying goes, and if you are not 

in guiding or scouting in Tully 

then you certainly are missing 

out on the best fun and 

activities for children of all ages, 

from six to 60 (well almost!). 

Pamela Painter 

Ranger Guide Leader (Ngraldi) 

Queensland 

Caption: Andrea Boric was the first to 

be carried by a team of guides and 

scouts into her new section of guiding. 

Guides Clean-Up Australia 

As part of the Clean-Up Australia 

campaign, guides from 1st Hampton 

Park Guide Unit, together with their 

family and friends, joined forces on 

Sunday 3 March 1996 to clean up the 

foreshore of the Swan River at Success 

Hill in Bassendean, Western Australia. 

The aim was to remove rubbish 

thrown into the parks and waterways 

each year, and to show the public that 

guides are an integral part of the 

community. 

Most of the rubbish collected was 

the wrappings from junk food, such as 

chip packets and take-away food 

containers. 

This was the fourth year that 1st 

Hampton Park Guide Unit had  

participated in Clean-Up Australia, and 

each year with more family and friends 

come along to help. Seeing the 

enormous amount of bagged rubbish at 

the end of the day brought everyone a 

great deal of satisfaction. The team 

spirit generated by working towards a 

cleaner environment made for a very 

rewarding day indeed. 

Michael Minchin 

Joey Scout Leader 

1st Hampton Park Scout Group 

Western Australia 

Caption: Girl Guides Kellianne Minchin, 
Danielle Minchin, Erin Griffin and 
Annika Zemzars from 1st Hampton 
Park Guide Unit, help clean the 
foreshore of the Swan River. 
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FUND RAISERS 

Generate funds for your club or charity. 
PROVEN 	Delicious 	For details 

FUND 	HOME 	contact 
RAISERS. 	STYLE 	Narelle 

(008) 805 789 TOLL FREE 
WESTON BAKED FOODS Grosvenor St, Abbotsford 

FEATURE 

Giant Link-Up 
Elder Park in Adelaide was filled 

with 1,200 guides and leaders 

from all over South Australia enjoying 

lots of activities. The event was the 

Giant Link-Up and everything took on 

giant proportions. 

It was to be an event for girls of all 

sections and their leaders. Initially, the 

event was planned for approximately 

500 and even the numbers swelled to 

gigantic proportions with 1,200 

attending! 

The activities were also giant size. 

Snakes and ladders and a 

communication game set up by the 

radio activities team where the girls 

playing were the counters; croquet with 

huge mallets and soccer balls; an 

obstacle course; abseiling from a giant 

tower; sumo wrestling where little 

brownie guides took on giant 

proportions. Aerobics and line dancing 

instructors had giant size classes. The 

list of casualties was also gigantic with 

St John's inflicting injuries with fake 

blood and blackening people's eyes! 

As the day's activities finished, it was 

time for giant size sleepovers—lots of 

girls in 10 venues around the city—Old 

Adelaide Gaol, South Australian 

Museum, and St Peters Cathedral to 

name a few. There were activities to do 

at each sleepover venue and some also 

had tours. Breakfast at McDonald's was 

a treat—especially for the country girls. 

On Sunday, all the guides joined 

others at the Act of Loyalty at 

Government House. Five Queen's Guide 

Awards, 12 Junior Leader Awards and 

one Olave Baden-Powell 

Award were presented by 

Her Excellency Dame 

Roma Mitchell. 

It was a great 

weekend! 

June Yates and the 

Giant Link-Up Committee 

South Australia 

 

Tabi and Sarah from Prospect Brownie Guides try Sumo 

Wrestling at the Giant Link-Up. 

Photo: Dawn Borchardt, South Australia. 
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FEATURE 

A Cruising 
Life 

N
ew Zealand next? Maybe. 

But one this is for sure—

future travels will definitely 

be undertaken as a family! 

Rebecca Gresham and her family 

have sailed their 18.5 metre ketch, 

Three Daughters II, from Vancouver, 

Canada, via the Pacific to Australia. At 

the moment they are happy to drop 

anchor and call Geilston Bay, Hobart, 

home for a few months. 

"Cruising is great but we miss being 

part of a community," Rebecca said as 

she joined a Tasmanian gathering of 

leaders at Ross. It is time for Rebecca 

and husband Peter to earn a few 

dollars and for the children to attend a 

local school. Candace and her sisters, 

Camille and Serene, are enjoying 

regular school life while brother Orion is 

helping on the boat as he is still too 

young to attend school. (Just in case 

you are wondering —the tender dinghy 

is aptly named And a Son!) Last year 

the girls spent six months at school in 

the Cook Islands and other schooling is 

kept up to date via Canadian  

correspondence school. Camille is also 

happy being a part of the guide 

movement and is attending a local unit. 

As a leader in Canada, Rebecca 

was encouraged by the reinforcing of 

family ideals and the building of self 

esteem which the Girl Guides 

Association supports. After the fun she 

and her eldest daughter experienced 

through their involvement with guides 

in Canada, she was keen to meet 

leaders and guides in Australia. It was 

fortunate a brownie guide leader lives 

close to the Geilston Bay mooring of 

the Three Daughters II—Rebecca's 

wish came true. Not only does she now 

help out at the Lindisfarne Brownie 

Guide Unit, but she met many 

Tasmanian leaders at Ross. 

When asked what the future holds, 

Rebecca replied, "After our stay in 

Tasmania, we'll just carry on with our 

travels at a multi-aged level". 

Joan Bunker 

State Editor 

Tasmania 

Caption: Guides Georgia and Andrea 

Innes share the excitement of Adventure 

'96 with Rebecca Gresham and 

Tasmania's State International Adviser Liz 

Moore. Photo: Jan Allan. 

35 
	 GiA June 1996 



Your Say Winners 

Don't forget that a stylish gold presentation 

broach, featuring a trefoil and map of 

Australia, will be given away each month to 

the best 'Your Say' letter published. 

The winners of the broach are: 

April: Barbara Jones, New South Wales 

May: Sue Strom, New South Wales 

Send your letters to: Your Say, Girl Guides 

Association of Australia, PO Box 6, 

Strawberry Hills, NSW 2012. 

YOUR SAY 

Keep your thoughts positive because 

your thoughts become your words. 

Keep your words positive because your 

words become your actions. 

Keep your actions positive because 

your actions become your habits. 

Keep your habits positive, because 

your habits become your values. 

Keep your values positive because 

your values become your destiny. 

Author Unknown 

GiA (page 33), Anne- 

In March 1996 aedition at t South Australia asked it the 
ack holiday was a first'? It 

Marie Turner 
brownie guidelcub p  

turns out it wasn't! 

Dear Anne-Marie 

In answer to your question—"Is this 

a first" ? 

No, it wasn't a first, as I held my 

first joint pack holiday in 1972, and 

then every year up to and including 

1980. 

The circumstances were different 

but no doubt your group had as much 

fun together as mine. 

I had been a brownie guide leader 

for six years when my family moved 

to a small farming area 76 km from 

Albany, Western Australia, our 

nearest town. There was a two 

teacher school in the area with 

fluctuating numbers between 30 and 

40 children. After living there for 

three years, my twin sons were ready 

for cubs, but too far away from a 

group. I was missing being a leader,  

so I sent a letter to the school 

asking if any children were 

interested in either cubs or 

brownie guides. Nine boys were 

keen, so I made the switch from 

guiding to scouting, and 

received my warrant. Within six 

months though, some parents wanted 

me to start brownie guides as well. 

I made enquiries about forming a 

combined unit, and was put on trial 

for six months. I obtained my brownie 

guide leader warrant, and after six 

months, with most problems sorted 

out, both associations were happy for 

the group to continue. We adjusted 

the age group by taking children from 

grade three to grade five. 

By 1971, I felt a pack holiday 

would work well, and as I had my 

Wood Badge by then, I was qualified 

to take the cubs, but still needed my 

Pack Holiday Permit to take the 

brownies. I did this by 

correspondence and the big weekend 

came to fruition in May 1972. It was 

a test holiday and I had three 

testers— one from scouting, one from 

brownie guide section and a pack  

holiday assessor. All went well, and 

so pack holidays became part of our 

annual programme. 

Over the years, the numbers in the 

unit varied from 12 to 28. Some years 

there were a lot more cubs, and in 

other years, more brownie guides. It 

was understood at the school that 

when you reached grade three you 

joined the cubs and brownie guides. 

We also had children coming from the 

next school 35 km away. 

Our pack holidays eventually 

increased from a weekend to between 

four to six days. Fathers, as well as 

mothers, were wonderful helpers, and 

from our first holiday in a shearing 

shed close by, we ventured to distant 

places in the south-west of Western 

Australia. There were many happy 

times shared by all. 

I felt then and still do now, that the 

combined unit is better than girls 

joining cubs. 

Jean Thomson 

Trefoil Guild Adviser 

Western Australia 
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A Leader's Thank You Letter 

Just writing to say that each month I look forward to 

receiving "Guiding in Australia". 

To me, it just fills my mind with ideas of what I could do 

with my brownie guides each week. It also makes me really 

aware of what is going on in our world of guiding in both 

Australia and overseas. This term, after reading about our 

guiding sisters in Kiribati, I am going to try hard to raise 

some money for the mini bus. 

I know here in Narrogin, in the wheat belt region of WA, 

to hire a bus is very expensive, so we are limited to any 

excursions that take us out of the area. We are fortunate 

though, to have our own campsite "Orana", which was 

established with thanks to so many people from both our 

township and guiding communities. With our campsite, our 

girls can now make use of their skills that they learn 

through guiding. 

So by lending a hand, caring and sharing with others, 

we can give a little of our time and effort to give Kiribati 

guiding a bus for them to enjoy other guiding experiences, 

and to put what they learn into practise. Whether we 

participate in a big or small way, just a little something will 

be of great benefit. If everyone does a bit, it will all add up! 

Anyway, I just wanted to say a big thank you, and a big 

brownie guide thank you too, for giving us this great and 

interesting magazine each month. Please extend my 

thanks for all the great work, to all associated with 

producing Guiding in Australia. 

Dianne J Ferguson 

1st Narrogin Brownie Guide Leader 

Western Australia 

  

YOUR SAY 

  

     

INTERNATIONAL THANK YOU 

I would like to say a big thank you to all the girls, guiders and trefoil guild members that I met during my six 

months in Australia. I had a wonderful time in your country and am certain I will be back again some day soon. 

I visited all the state headquarters, went to Beyond Bees and Butterflies in New South Wales, gtite crashed a 

trefoil guild Thinking Day Party in Port Macquarie, visited lots of brownie guide units, learned 

some new songs and games and collect a huge number of badges to sew on my camp 

blanket when I get home. 

Meeting so many of you and the warm welcomes I received from everyone made 

my time in Australia very special. I can only hope that I receive such a great 

guiding welcome in all the other countries that I am going to be visiting. 

Thank You! 

Lindsay Indge 

1st Wobum Brownies 

Bedfordshire, England 

aNG e s 
radical Alluring Aaughty Girls endeavouring religiously To get United /n Disastrously Evil Schemes! 

 

Danielle Coutts, 

1st Monkani Ranger Guides 

Northern Territory 
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INTERNATIONAL 

Post Box News 

T 
The fellowship of Post Box secretaries 

around the world is quite amazing. Already I 

can appreciate why previous holders of this 

office were reluctant to complete their terms. 

From just a few months letter writing, 

friendships have been established with my 

counterparts in other countries. 

Most of the letters I write are concerned with making links 

but there is always room for a paragraph of personal news 

too! I have received invitations to visit England and the Czech 

Republic— a fine example of the spirit of international guiding. 

If I can generate such a wonderful response from a 

paragraph in each letter, just imagine the friendships 

Australian guides can experience with guides overseas. 

Unfortunately most girls will not read this message unless 

leaders share it with them. Do you have a unit or district 

newsletter? Could you advertise Post Box? Could you buy a 

Post Box badge from your state guide shop and show it to the 

girls. Australia is the only country to have a Post Box badge 

making this an ideal small gift to send to a pen pal. 

If you are a unit leader ask yourself how the girls would 

know that Post Box exists if you do not promote it? The world 

guide family is growing and we now have 134 countries where 

there are guides or girl scouts. Not all of these countries take 

part in Post Box and of those that do, not all correspond in 

English. 

I know that your state Post Box secretary will be delighted 

to hear from anyone wanting a pen-pal. Make sure that you 

include a stamped self-addressed envelope for each request 

and give the actual date of birth not age in years. 

Always remember that international guiding is something 

which broadens horizons and provides valuable opportunities 

to appreciate this wonderful world in which we live. 

Pat James 

Australian Post Box Secretary 

Help! 
In March I received requests for 

pen-pals for 100 members of 

VVKSM (The Flemish 39 

Federation of Catholic Scouts 

and Guides). 

These young women were 

all born between 1978 and 

1981 and all can write in English. 

I have managed to link some but there are many still 

waiting. Please contact your state Post Box secretary 

immediately if you are interested in writing to a Flemish 

guide. 

If you are a Youth Section leader please bring this 

information to the attention of youth members. 

Multicultural  2  

Dates for  5 

JUNE 
6 

 

Italy—National Day 

Eastern Orthodox—Pentecost 

World Environment Day 

Sweden—Constitution Day 

Eastern Orthodox—All 

Saints' Day 

Queen's Birthday 

1  0 Portugal—National Day 

12  Philippines—Independence 

Day 

1 7 Iceland -National Day 

2 ,  Winter Solstice 
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AWARDS 

Sue Folder, TAS 

Sue Graves, TAS 

Mrs Jean Goodrich,VlC 

Barbara Jones, NSW 

Monica Perry, NSW 

Margaret Tierney, NSW 

Diane Williams, NSW 

Fran Davis, TAS 

Jan Kasteel, TAS 

Andrea Sund, TAS 

Zelma Mildenhall, VIC 

Diane Mison, VIC 

Dorothy Watts, VIC 

Merle Kavanagh, NSW 

Boronia 

Vi Mead, TAS 

Phyl Wyatt, TAS 

Sibyle Young, TAS 

Mary Lewis, NSW 

Nancy Murdock, NSW 

Wilma Skinner, NSW 

Margaret (Peg) Tonkin, NSW 

Val Tever, NSW 

Melva Colquhoun, SA  

Cynthia Chamberlain, SA 

Nan Wallace, SA 

Wendy Schmerl, SA 

Fay Maynard, SA 

Jenny Boyer, TAS 

Gail Simpson,VlC 

Barbara Fairbairn, NSW 

Wattle 

Alice Lawry, SA 

Orial Radford, SA 

Mary McNair, SA 

Valarie Harbour, SA 

Winsome Nicolai, SA 

Angela Ragers, SA 

Margo Browning, TAS 

Kathy Cane, TAS 

Vicki Dow, TAS 

Banksia 	 Emu 

Bar to Wattle 

Shona Squire, TAS 

Rosae Rands, SA 

Long Service, 30 years or over 

Melva Blumson, SA, 30 years 

Joy Washington, SA, 30 years 

Agnes Bowman, SA, 40 years 

Agnes Cameron, SA, 50 years 

Doreen Wright, SA, 60 years 

International Opportunities 

  

Adult 
Session 

Operacion 
Lamina 

Under the 
Open Sky 

 

  

Ott  

  

  

         

         

           

Explore Mexico's culture and heritage. 

Visit Tepaztian (craft market),Taxco 

(silver market town) and enjoy a 

community/service project. Stopover in 

Los Angeles on the way. 

When:  28-31 July 1997, Los Angeles 

31 July-8 August, Our Cabana 

8-12 August, Mexico City 

Who:  Up to 5 adult members (over 18 

years of age) 

Cost:  Approximately $4,500 which 

includes 	airfares, 	event 	fees, 

accommodation, 	some 	meals, 

insurance, international tops and bags, 

and administration costs. 

Closing Date:  30 November 1996  

Help change a family's life for the better 

by working with Guides and Scouts from 

around the world. Stopover in Los 

Angeles and visit Disneyland. 

When:  28-31 March 1997 Los Angeles 

31 March-8 April Operacion Lamina 

8-12 April Mexico City 

Who:  Eight members-18-25 years 

Cost:  Approximately $4,000 which 

includes 	airfares, 	event 	fees, 

accommodation, 	some 	meals, 

insurance, international tops and bags, 

administration costs. 

Also explore the culture and 

excitement of Mexico and the charm of 

Our Cabana. 

Closing Date:  31 October 1996 

39 

Camp in a wooded area northeast of 

Winnipeg Manitoba. 

Where:  Caddy lake Girl Guide Camp, 

White Shell Provincial Park, Winnipeg, 

Manitoba, Canada. 

When:  18-25 July, 1997—home 

hospitality 

25 July-1 August—Camp 

2-9 August (TBC)—Rocky Mountains 

Who:  Five guides, aged 14-16 years 

1 Leader. 

Cost:  Approximately $4,000 which 

includes 	airfares, 	event 	fees 

accommodation, 	some 	meals, 

insurance, tops and bags and 

administration costs. 

Closing Date:  31 October, 1996 

GiA June 1996 



Inside front and inside back cover photos 

Front top: 	Christmas parade. Hobart. Photo: Jan 

Allan, Tasmania: 

Front bottom: 1st Morphett Vale Gumnut Guides get it 

together at the Giant Link Up, South 

Australia. Photo: Dawn Borchardt. 

Back:top: 	Boating in the Outback! Photo: Lauren 

Colmer, South Australia. 

Back Bottom: Robyn and Cockenell and Emily 

Ballantyne-Brodie, members of the 

Berwick Equestrian Guide Unit, Victoria. 
Photo: Victoria 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
10 issues per year (February - November) $26.80 
within Australia, $28.50 Asia Pacific Region, 
$31.00 outside Australia. Write to GiA Subscriptions, 
PO Box 6, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINES 
For enquiries regarding subscriptions and 

change of address: 
Phone Monday to Friday (9am-4pm EST) 
(02) 319 7206 of fax us on (02) 319 7453 

or mail letters to: Girl Guides Association of 
Australia, PO Box 6, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

STATE HEADQUARTERS 

Girl Guides Association (Queensland, Australia) 
Incorporated 

9 Butterfield Street, Herston 4006 
PO Box 739, Fortitude Valley 4006 
Phone: (07) 252 3061 
Fax: (07) 252 4814 

Girl Guides Association (New South Wales) 
1 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills 2010 
PO Box K974, Haymarket 2000 
Phone: (02) 698 3322 
Fax: (02) 690 1030 

Guides Victoria 
20 Russell Street, Melbourne 3000 
Phone: (03) 9654 7911 
Fax: (03) 9650 2436 

Girl Guides Association (Tasmania) 
25 Kirksway Place, Battery Point 7004 
Phone: (002) 23 6919 
Fax: (002) 24 3484 

The Girl Guides Association (South Australia) 
Incorporated 
278 South Terrace, Adelaide 5000 
Phone: (08) 223 2613 
Fax: (08) 224 0934 

The Girl Guides Association Western Australia (Inc) 
107 Wellington Street, East Perth 6004 
PO Box 6089 East Perth 6892 
Phone: (09) 325 2444 
Fax: (09) 421 1113 

Girl Guides Association NT (Inc) 
55 Ross-Smith Avenue, Parap 0820 
PO Box 2 Parap 0820 
Phone: (089) 81 3628 
Fax: (089) 41 1147 



10 
REASONS To 
CHOOSE STS: 

1  A leader in its field —  STS has 

more than 30 years of experience 

in student exchanges and is one of 

the leading exchange organisations 

in the world. 

9 Worldwide network —  In most 

L  countries STS is staffed with its 

own employees. The same application 

forms and guidelines are used world-

wide to minimise misunderstandings 

and confusion. 

3 
 Wide variety of countries and 
cultures —  STS offers more high 

school years in more countries than 

most organisations, together with a 

choice of departures. 

4 
 What country? Your choice! 

You are assured your country of 

choice. (Certain requirements for Swit-

zerland, Canada and Germany only.) 

C We give you a fair go! —  Every 

J  student applying with STS is 

accepted on his or her own merits. 

6 
 Departure to suit you —  One full 

high school year and semester 

programs in January and August to 

all destinations. 

7
Extra option for Year 12 
students —  As an STS student 

you can depart to all destinations in 

January after Year 12. 

8 
 Scholarships —  STS offers 

scholarships to certain countries. 

0  Comprehensive insurance —  
7  An insurance designed for 

student exchange is included in the 

program fee. 

STS Australia all over —  There 

are STS offices in all states with 

experienced personnel keeping in contact 

with students and parents at all times. 

Today's  society requires multiple skills. 

Increasingly companies are looking 

overseas for trade opportunities. 

More doors will open for personnel 

with knowledge of languages and 

international experiences. 

Many teenagers lay the foundation 

to exciting careers by spending a high 

school year in another country. 

STS High School Foundation offers 

high school programs in 17 countries. 

IF YOU ARE BETWEEN 14 & 18 YEARS OLD 

Consider a 
high school year 
in USA, Canada 
or Europe. 

Each year, more than 22,000 teenagers 

take part in an STS program somewhere 

in the world. You could be one of them! 

For more information please fill 

in the coupon on the back of this page 

or call us. We look forward to hearing 

from you. 

!T S HIGH SCHOOL 
F OUNDA TION 

1800 26 3964 • (02) 449 7941 



Joakim from Sweden Kajsa from Sweden 

lisen from Sweden 

 

Florian from Germany 
	

Hilde from Norway 

EUROPEAN TEENAGERS 
ON THEIR WAY TO AUSTRALIA! 

They need caring families. 
COULD IT BE YOU? 

These students, 15-18 years old, will arrive in July. 

They have good grades and speak English well. Many of them are keen guides 

and scouts and are interested in outdoor life and the environment. 

--<  
WE ARE INTERESTED IN FINDING OUT MORE ABOUT: 

Being a host family 

	 Being an exchange student 

NAME 

 

ADDRESS 

 

  

Please mail this coupon to: 

STS HIGH SCHOOL FOUNDATION 

PO BOX 973, PYMBLE NSW 2073 

 

POSTCODE 

PHONE 

 

  



the Move 



WOW! 

They're terrific! The 
same top quality 
biscuits in a brans 
new wrapper! 

Look at the groovy 
new Guide Biscuit 
packets! 

Guide'Biscuits by Arnotts Biscuits( Limited. 
Now available from guide retail outlets and representatives in South Australia, New 

South Wales, Northern Territory, Victoria and Western Australia. 
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