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We had a totally excellent Guide Adventure 
weekend! Our Guide Leader took us 
bushwalking canoeing and swimming in the 
great outdoors. Every evening we had 
huge sausage sizzle, 

made damper and 
Yum 	

a 

toasted marshmallows over the campfire. ! 

It was heaps of fun sharing a tent with my 
two best Guide friends. We curled up in our 
sleeping bags and had our own slumber party 
under the stars. Cool! 
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RACE THROUGH 
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Our Guide Unit had an 
Action Unlimited Day at 
Challenge Valley obstacle 
course. We raced each 
other across suspension 
bridges, crawled through 
tunnel pipes, scaled rope 
walls, and flew over mud 
pools on the flying fox. It 
was fantastic! 

WILL 	
WATCHERS 

Biodiversity is heaps of fun! I joined an enviro-active 
Guide Unit and went. did loads of really cool things 

We planted a forest for the future, discovered for the environme 

how to care for injured wildlife and cuddle
ome really 

cute native animals. I even got to 
	a baby 

koala! 
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uring the Christmas 

holidays I was fortunate 

to attend SA4U2, the 

Guide Jamboree held in 

South Australia. What a 

wonderful week we all 

had! Our members were given the 

chance to be part of an International 

camp, with members from USA, UK, 

Belgium, Japan, New Zealand and 

Zimbabwe attending. 

The international aspect of Guiding, 

and the opportunity for our girls to meet 

and share experiences with young 

women from around the globe, is one of 

the things that makes our association 

special. 

As leaders we should be trying to 

allow as many members as possible to 

experience International Guiding. I 

acknowledge that it is not possible for 

everyone to travel overseas to attend 

events. However, events in Australia 

where overseas Guides are present are 

somewhat more accessible. Jamboree 

events are held every three years, and 

so it is possible to start preparation and 

planning well ahead. 

Another event worth preparing for 

well in advance is the 1st Australian 

Youth Gathering `Koninderie', to be held 

in January 1998 at Stanwell Tops, New 

South Wales. Please let your members 

know about this event, and encourage 

them to attend. The next Jamboree for 

Guides in the age group 11-14 will be 

held in Queensland in January 2000, so 

keep this in mind as well. 

Members in South Australia are to 

be congratulated on the excellence of 

SA4U2. From the time everyone 

arrived at camp until the time we all left, 

there was much adventure and 

friendship. The organisers did a 

wonderful job. A gathering like 

SA4U2 doesn't just happen; many 

years of planning go into making sure 

an event such as this is a success. 

International Women's Day will be 

celebrated throughout the world on 

March 8. Around Australia many 

women will attend breakfasts organised 

by Unifem. I have received from the 

World Bureau a copy of their World 

Issues 6, 'Born Female—A Challenge 

For Life'. This booklet provides info-

rmation concerning the status and 

circumstances of women in different 

regions and countries of the world, 

educational opportunities for girls, 

adolescent health, the role of women in 

society, violence against women, the 

role of men in improving the situation of 

girls and women. The booklet includes 

details of various projects which have 

been established throughout the world 

to improve the situation of girls and 

women. The World Issues Booklets are 

excellent publications and I urge you all 

to read them. 

The responsibility we bear is to 

challenge girls to be the women of the 

future 

Janette Lockhart Gibson 

Chief Commissioner  
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ACTION PACKS 
The new variety action packs are available from Guide Shops 

across Australia. The pack is full of fantastic program 

ideas collected from Guide Leaders nationwide. 

This professionally designed pack covers 

five areas of interest: Way to Go; 

SuperScience; Enviro-action; One World; 

and Outdoor Adventure. 

The pack is an excellent resource for 

any Guide unit and ensures you'll have 

heaps of Guide-tested fun activities to 

choose from every week. Guaranteed to 

keep your unit occupied and entertained! 

WHO'S NEW 
AT NATIONAL 
OFFICE? 

After freelancing for Guides Australia in 1996, Catherine 

Milne has joined our permanent staff as Marketing 

Communications Manager. Her previous appointments at 

Cerebral Palsy Ireland and the Australian Museum have given 

her valuable insight into public relations and marketing 

strategies for the non-profit sector. She looks forward to applying 

these and other skills to the new challenges and opportunities 

available within Guides Australia. 

1997 also sees the appointment of graphic designer/writer 

Anthony Cook. A one-time freelancer for Australian Rolling 

Stone, independent magazine editor and community radio 

presenter, Anthony has been recognised for his work in creative 

and participative forms of youth media and arts. It is hoped that 

Anthony's input will help maintain a fresh and 'young' approach 

to Guiding, particularly in the areas of publishing and promotion 

where most of his efforts will be focussed. 

GUIDE TV 
Humorous, innovative, and perhaps controversial are just 

some of the words used to describe the new television 

advertising campaign for Guides Australia. 

First aired in New South Wales in 

February, the new advertisement takes 

a provocative swipe at our public 

image as a women's organisation 

obsessed with cooking and 

badgework. The new ad cleverly 

juxtaposes shadow puppets and 

tired casseroles against a 

dynamic montage of graphics 

depicting the opportunities for 

adventure available with the new 

Guides Australia. 

Produced by multi-award winning 

advertising company, McKann Erickson, the 

advertisement has aired during prime time television shows 

such as 'Neighbours' and 'Home and Away.' So confident is 

McKann Erickson, they have entered our advertisement in the 

national advertising awards. 

The 1900 number response in New South Wales has been 

fantastic and the new advertisement will arrive on your screen in 

the near future. Drop a line to "Your Say" we'd love to know what 

you think! 

IT'S YOUR MOVE 
"Your Move" is an emergency life-saving adventure video to 

be released for distribution to homes across Australia. 'Your 

Move', was developed to motivate people to become responsible 

for each other in a crisis situation, to teach the basic skills of life 

support and to help save lives. 

This fundraising video features Guides having fun and saving 

lives with celebrities such as Trevor Hendy, John Waters and Lyn 

Talbot (from Healthy, Wealthy and Wise). 

The Prime Minister, The Hon. John Howard, MP, is fully 

committed to the campaign, and introduces the video. Mr 

Howard will launch the video in Sydney on 17th March, 1997. 



NEW YORK ST 
by MEAGAN MORRISON 

ON MONDAY 2ND DECEMBER 1996, MICHELLE BENNETT, ALISON DUTTON AND 

I SET OUT ON THE JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME. WE WERE ON OUR WAY 

TO NEW YORK TO ATTEND AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FUNDED BY THE 

JULIETTE LOWE WORLD FRIENDSHIP FUND. 

With great hopes and plans we set off for 17 days of .... well, 

to be honest, we weren't too sure what to expect! After all, this 

was our first trip to the United States and for Alison, her first 

experience of air travel. However, Alison took jet-setting across 

the world in her stride and we arrived safely in New York to be 

greeted by our host families. 

Next morning we met the three visitors from Ghana and 

three from India who would be our companions during the stay. 

Our first taste of New York City was a visit to the Girl Scouts of 

the United States of America (GSUSA) National Headquarters 

on 5th Avenue. Here we met with Conference Leaders and 

enjoyed a fascinating discussion on inter-racial relations with 

Indian Vice President of Girl Guides and Boy Scouts, Mr 

Khan—whose philosophy is "Unity is in Diversity." 

After a fabulous New York style lunch, we headed off to the 

icon of the Big Apple, the Empire State Building. The view from 

the top was spectacular. Although cold and windy, it was a 

clear day and the panoramic view certainly put a perspective 

on just how BIG New York really is. 

After such a busy morning we decided it was time to indulge 

ourselves with some 'retail therapy'. After all, no trip to New  

York would be complete without a shopping expedition. We 

walked through Central Park (and lived to tell the tale). and 

arrived at FAO Schwarz—the largest toy store we had ever 

seen. We later visited the Warner Bros. Store and of course 

had to spend some time experiencing the American cultural 

microcosm of 'The Mall'. Needless to say we spent a lot of 

money in a very short time! 

Next morning it was snowing—really snowing. This was a 

first for all of us. Even the fact that we had to go to school (yes. 

that's right, school) couldn't spoil our appreciation for the 

beauty of this city now iced over fairytale-style. Our first day at 

Hendrick Hudson High was a whirlwind of introductions, 

questions about Australia and swapping slang words. 

That evening we attended Laura's and Eva's 

(two of our hosts) Scout Troop Meeting. We gave 

a presentation about Australia and a hands-on 

crash course in the bush dance 'Strip the Willow'. 

Other activities included a visit to Times Square 

with its multitude of theatres and accompanying 

masses of billboards, the World Trade Centre. 

lunch at the famous 'Pipeline' (where we were 

struck by just how much Americans love their 

food), and climbing the Statue of Liberty (all 354 

steps to the top). 

On our last day, after teary farewells with our 

Ghanaian and Indian friends, we went iceskating at Bear 

Mountain. It was a fitting and fun finale to our time in New York 

(despite the rain). 

Although each of us would probablty list quite different 

experiences as the 'highlights' of our visit, all agreed we had 

an unforgettable time, and wish it could have lasted longer. 

Thanks to our host families, who could not have been more 

accommodating. We hope to return soon. 



lopment program 

ARTICLE BY Liz 4,66HARDSON 

As GUIDING STEPS IN FO ITS NEW FUTURE 
ACROSS AUSTRALIA, ICTORIAN GUIDING 

IS TAKING A STEP INTO ITS SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS. THE VICTORIAN YOUTH 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM IS A 
GOVERNMENT FUNDED INITIATIVE THAT 

WILL GIVE VICTORIAN SCHOOL CHILDREN 
`THE OPPORTUNITY TO ACCESS 

LEADERSHIP AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
THROUGH TRAINING PROGRAMS. 
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A variety of community organisations are acting as providers 

to local secondary schools and have written programs to be 

initiated via 29 high schools targeting years seven to twelve. 

How DOES THIS AFFECT GUIDES? 
The Guide and Scout Associations of Victoria have joined 

forces to offer a wonderful new scheme called the 'Future 

Leaders Program'. Other organisations who have asked to 

take part in the VYDP are the Royal and Surf Life Saving 

Societies, National Parks Associations, State Emergency 

Services, St. John Ambulance, Country Fire Authority, Police 

and military Training Corps. 

WHEN, WHERE AND WITH WHOM? 
The VYDP starts in 1997 with 750 students, and it is 

proposed to double this number in 1998. Each school is funded 

$450 per student participating in the first year and a further $300 

in the second. This money will cover most costs related to the 

program including uniform, camping, training materials, 

expeditions and necessary equipment. 

All state secondary schools in Victoria were invited to apply, 

and those selected were matched with a suitable provider. The 

Future Leaders Program is delighted to welcome the Cohuna, 

Sandringham and Ringwood Secondary Colleges. Staff from 

each of these schools will be implementing the program 

within their institutions, though outside 

specialists will be used where necessary. 

KEY COMPONENTS AND 
FOCUSES 

Each program being offered has core 

components of leader- ship (leadership 

roles will be offered to all participants in a 

range of activities during their time in the 

program, similar to the way a venturer or 

guide unit would be run), team building, 

first aid and CPR. By following these  

basic components each young person will be well on the way to 

completing his or her Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. This 

is a requirement for all programs. A camping component of a 

minimum of eight days and nights is also included. 

The Future Leaders Program (FLP) has four Key Focuses - 

Citizenship, Outdoor Adventure, Leadership 	
CONCEPTS 

and Personal Development. 	
OF 

Although this is a new program, the 	
LEARNING 

fundamentals that are common to both 
	

BY DOING 
Guiding and Scouting are the cornerstone 

	
AND 

on which it was developed. The concepts 
	

ACTIVITIES 
of learning by doing and activities that 

	
THAT 

generate learning by fun, are crucial to its 
	

GENERATE 
success. An integral part of our program is 

	
LEARNING 

the celebration of success for each of the 
	

BY FUN 
FLP members. Whilst each member will be 	ARE CRUCIAL 
given the opportunity to achieve the Duke 

of Edinburgh award, we have also implemented a new 

community Guide and Scout award that will be awarded to each 

member who fulfils the necessary requirements of the FLP. 

This award has been called the Southern Cross Award'. 

RECOGNITION FOR PARTICIPANTS 
The award will be recognised by a certificate and badge and 

in time we hope will be acknowledged by the wider community. 

The FLP participants do not automatically 

become guides or scouts and do not make 

their Promise, though any student who sees 

how great the Movements are will of course 

be encouraged to give us a try. A bonus for 

students who are already members of either 

Association is that they will receive full credit 

for any activities completed within the FLP, 

and vice versa. FLP participants who are 

Guides or Scouts will be able to wear their 

FLP badge and their Southern Cross Award 

badges on their guide or scout uniform. 



ILLUSTRATIONS 

BOTTOM LEFT: STATE COMMISSIONER HEATHER BARTON 

WITH FUTURE LEADERS PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS 

RIGHT: ABSEILING 15 JUST ONE OF THE ACTION-ORIENTED 

ACTIVITIES THE FLP OFFERS (pic: Jan Forrest) 

PROGRAM STAFF 

The program runs under existing Department regulations, 

which specify the need for all adults involved to be police 

checked. Once accepted, each staff member receives detailed 

and comprehensive lesson plans to accompany each stage of 

the program. 

Do WE WEAR UNIFORMS? 

Indeed, one requirement of the VYDP is that all programs must 

be uniformed. Following our new national approach to uniform, 

WE HAVE PRODUCED A SOUND 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION PROGRAM THAT 

COULD BE IMPLEMENTED IN ANY SCHOOL 

IN THE PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SECTOR. 

a modern casual style was chosen for the FLP uniform. The 

members will be wearing a navy, bottle green and white striped 

rugby top, teamed with navy blue trousers, shorts or culottes, a 

white T-shirt and a navy and green baseball cap. All these will 

feature the FLP logo incorporating the Guide and Scout insignias. 

At the recent launch our uniform was well received by the young 

people present, and I believe it reflects a modern, youth oriented 

approach to the program. 

WHAT'S IN IT FOR US GUIDES? 

I think only time will answer this. I believe if we can get young 

people in schools to experience Guiding and Scouting in a different 

setting some of the old stereotypes of 'dags' and `nerds' may be put 

to rest. We have also produced a sound Outdoor Education 

Program that could be implemented in any public or private school. 

Having invited the Scouts to be a part of this joint venture, I have 

enjoyed the opportunity to work with them in initiating something 

new to both organisations and creating something that is uniquely 

ours, drawing on the best that both Associations offer. 
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BRISBANE BUSINESSWOMEN ARE SIGNING UP TO BECOME 
"WOMEN OF SUBSTANCE" FOR GUIDES AUSTRALIA. 

CORPORATE TRAINER VICKI 
BENNET believes that having 
businesswomen as role models 

and mentors was one of the ground-
breaking changes Guides Australia has 
made to keep pace with the needs of 
young women. "Guiding has become 
more flexible - girls can now shape what 
they do to complement their career 
goals." says Vicki, "Though it's the face 
of Guides that is changing, not the 
heart. The heart of it has always been to 
assist young women to be the best they 
can be". 

State Governor Leneen Forde and 
business college founder Lorraine 
Martin are among the 84 volunteer 
businesswomen in the program. 

Last November, Vicki Bennett was 
presented with honorary "Woman of 
Substance" award for her contribution to 
Guides Australia. Vicki has been  

involved with the Queensland Guide 
Association for the last eight years. She 
has also been a mentor for the Young 
Achievement Australia program 
operating in secondary schools . 

"I believe that people who are 
effective teachers are effective 
learners." Vicki said "Every time I work 
with a group, I learn more about them -
their needs and strengths - and about 
myself". Vicki said that businesswomen 
working with Guides to build their skills 
were teaching them how to set realistic 
goals for the future. 

"Young women want to know what 
qualifications they'll need, and how to 
recognise their strengths and abilities—
and they need support—and that is 
what we give. 

A Guide Cabin set in 20 acres of bushland with two 

waterfalls. Located at Mangrove Mountain on the 
beautiful plateau area of the central coast, Kooree Cabin 

lies only 15 minutes from the F3. Fully equipped for 
Brownie Guide Accomodation. 

$2.50 per person per day. 
Contact J. Harris on (043) 741294 



GIVE AND LET  LIVE  
GUIDE BELINDA O'CONNELL (NEE WILLS) 

MANAGED TO FULFILL TWO OF HER LIFELONG 

AMBITIONS BEFORE HER DEATH AT AGED 22, 

BUT NOT HER MOST IMPORTANT AMBITION, TO 

RECEIVE A NEW KIDNEY. 

Belinda was born with a disfunctional kidney which 

was removed when she was six. Her other kidney began 

to fail her after she turned 18 and at the time of her death 

she had been on the waiting list for a transplant for three 

years. Although the average wait for a donor is three to 

five years, in Belinda's case, her rare blood group made 

finding a suitable donor difficult. 

Married just seven weeks to Scout Leader, David 

O'Connell, Belinda tragically died of renal heart failure on 

2nd January. Her father, Jim Wills, said Belinda had 

achieved two of her dreams just prior to her death. "She 

had a wonderful wedding and she swam with dolphins. 

But she did not get her other wishes, to receive a kidney 

donation and have a child". 

David and Belinda met through Guides and Scouts. 

Belinda was seven years old when she joined Brownies 

and David has been with the Scouts since he was eight 

years old. 

ORGAN DONATION-THE FACTS 

* Over 20 000 Australians have benefited from organ 

or tissue transplants since 1965. Australia has one of the 

hightest transplant success rates in the world. 

* At present there are more than 3,301 Australians 

on organ and corneal transplant waiting lists. 

* Patients on the organ waiting lists are gravely ill 

and on current statistics up to 15% of those awaiting a 

heart, heart-lung or liver will die before a transplant 

becomes available. 

* As many as nine people can benefit from the organ 

and tissue donation of one person. 

* The majority of the world's religions support the 

practice of transplantation. 

The couple first spoke through Jamboree of the Air. As 

David lived in Port Macquarie and Belinda lived in Emu 

Plains, they began corresponding and soon after their first 

conversation, David decided it was time to meet her in 

person. "It was a bit of a shock when I found out Belinda 

needed dialysis, but I came to terms with it." he said. 

Despite being attached to a kidney dialysis machine for 

13 hours a week, Belinda adapted to her lifestyle and had 

worked at Franklins, Emu Plains for six years. She was an 

active member of Guides and both herself and David were 

fundraisers for the Renal and Pancreas Transplant 

Support Group. 

The couple married on 16 November last year. Belinda 

could not travel overseas for her honeymoon because of 

her need for dialysis. In fact, her honeymoon had to be 

planned through the Gold Coast Hospital many months in 

advance. Even then, health complications cut short her 

visit to Queensland, but not before she had time to 

achieve her ambition to swim with the dolphins. She had 

said that this was her "experience of a lifetime". 

"I hope that through Belinda's story, we can encourage 

people to become organ donors, so that her death was 

not in vain". said Mr Wills, "That's what she would have 

wanted". 

WHO IS AN ORGAN DONOR? 

In 1995, 184 Australians became organ donors. 

* The predominant cause of death for organ donors 

overall were cerebrovascular accidents (47%), road 

trauma (29%) and non-road traum in 12% of all cases. 

* The potential donor may have indicated during her 

or his lifetime a wish to be a donor. 

* The next of kin must sign a form which establishes 

that the family has no objection to organ donation. 

IF YOU'D LIKE TO KNOW 
MORE 

Contact Australian Coordinating Committee on Organ 

Registries and Donation (ACCORD) on 02 816 0585. 
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Western Australia's Booragoon Brownie Guides from 
left to right are Rebecca McCready, Holly Creasey, 

Siobhan Putl d. Holly Naughton, Andrea Ross 

BOORAGOON 
BROWNIE GU IDES 

We'll be putting the Guides Australia Calender for 1998 together 

very soon and we want your unit to be part of this exciting project. 

If you have photographs of your unit in non-formal uniform having 

fun being Guides - send them along to us! 

DON'T FORGET that your photographs MUST BE accompanied 

by a talent release form. Subject details and a contact address 

and phone number must be on the back of EVERY photograph. 

Take some time to 

set up the 

composition of the 

photograph. Look 

in magazines to get 

ideas! 

Make sure the 

background or objects 

in the foreground 

don't distract from the 

subject of the photo 

A shadow across the 

face can spoil a great 

photo so take 

care before snapping 

away 

PLEASE 

Take time to focus 

DON'T 

FORGET TO 

SMILE! 

Holly Naughton and Holly Creasey at the 
Kiribati Camp 

8 



TERM 2 17 MAY 1997 10.00AM 

Off we go on an "Incident Hike" in Tidbinbilla 

National Park. What's an incident hike? Come 

along and find out!! 

Can er 
InyttationP en  
What a Year we are going to h t! 

We are strong, and our membership is up 	TERM 3 28 SEPTEMBER 1997 

as we rocket towards 2000. 	 Wow! How about a Wide Game in the centre 

Guides Australia (ACT) is the one stop 	of Canberra City! Trails to follow, clues to find 

adventure shop 	 will be the action of the day. And then — a 

So....Come and Join Us and Celebrate 97 	Giant sleepover! 

TERM 1 29 MARCH 1997 7.30PM 	TERM 4 25 OCTOBER 1997 

We will gather at Innyabaanya once again for 	The Celebration Ball at University House 

a Huge Celebration campfire with our Japanese ACT (adults only). The Birthday Party at the 

Guides who are staying with us in the ACT. 	Woolshed (girls only). 

Amongst the songs and stories will be three 	All dates and locations are confirmed. 

ACT's delivering the traditions and new style of 	For participation details contact Liz Carlsund 

ACT guiding. 	 or Carol Colleton on (06) 282 5328 or Fax (06) 

281 3670. 

.Rma  Guides and friends at 
the Edna Ayers Camp 

for children with 
disabilities. 
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Jindalee Guides 
Celebrate at 
McDonald's 

1st Jindalee Guides, Trish Partyka 
and Laren Wright enjoying the 

slide after a night at McDonald's. 
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Juliette, Leader of 1st Womboin Guides, has a passion for 

surfing the internet. Juliette has coerced two friends, Stephen and 

Damien into helping her put together a web page for ACT Guides. 

This creative trio has put together a stunning six page web site. 

Using a spinning eye as a looking tool, you'll be able to visit page 

sites including Guides Puts Girls First, Cool Links and Guest Book. 

Guest Book is my favourite as any who visits our site may leave 

details of their wacky misadventures and I can call back and find 

out more! The site is linked with other Guide web sites across 

FROM E STATES 

Australia and around the world, so we can all look forward to a truly 

international World Guide Day. 

Heather Minol and Michelle Davis, Juliette's Guide friends have 

had heaps of fun contributing mad ideas and giving enormous help 

to Juliette in constructing the web page. 

Stephen and Damien operate E-Scape (Beyond Reality). They 

have set up a small computer design company which offers to 

design web pages for non-profit organisations and would love to 

hear from anyone who would like help or advice. Give Stephen Cox 

a call on (06) 251 5993 if you have any questions. 

Liz Carlsund 

ACT Public Relations 

16 
Time again for the local agricultural show. Time again for the 

tea and damper stand. Time again for the parade. Yet this year 

there was a difference. We decided to tackle the Ironman 

Challenge. Entry to the event was conditional on having at least 

one female team member. We decided to go one better and 

entered Guide Leader, Sue, Junior Leader, Donna and our 

honourary Guide father, Philomena' (better known as Phil). 

In any outdoor event, a guiding reputation will always 

shorten your odds, and according to the race secretary, our 

team started as 10/4 favourites. So much for the best laid plans! 

We couldn't light our campfire, our hands became blistered from 

woodshaving and axe wielding, sloshy shoes and jeans 

hampered our progress through the creek. 

The highlight of the event was chopping down the fence post 

at the end—although we could not understand why the crowd 

keep gasping and moving backwards. Didn't they trust Sue and 

Philomena's wild erratic and tired sweeps? 

The result of this agony? Second place and $150 towards 

our first lightweight tent. And next year's Ironman competition? 

The muttered reply as the team staggered away was, "Next 

time you have any bright ideas, Joy, keep them to yourself!" 

Joy Ord 

Mudgeeraba Guides 

Queensland 



ueensland Arts Committee 
Puppet Workshop 

Aislinn Marcantelli of 

Beechmont Guides pictured here 

`walking' her bird puppet 

completed at the recent puppet 

workshop at State Office. 

TAKE ONE GUIDE UNIT 
AND JUST ADD WATER 

GER PINJ ARRA 
ROUNDUP '96 

SOLAR POWERED GUIDES 

Star Trekkers 
Nicole Hamilton aged six has taken part in every Guide Trek since she was born, 

her first trek being when she was just three weeks old. Nicole comes from a line of 

Guide Leaders. Her Grandmother was a Leader for 23 years and her mother was 

a BP Guide and is currently Region Commissioner for the Great Southern (WA). 

Just two weeks after becoming a Guide, she took part in her first Guide Trek as an 

`official' member of our organisation. 
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Natalie Kemp, Ranger Guide from 

Adelaide was a member of the all female 

World Solar Car Challenge team. 

The four support members and three 

drivers raced from Darwin to Adelaide 

competing against teams from around 

the world. After 10 days 

racing, they crossed the 

finish line first in their class. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
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Recent studieshave unearthed some encouraging 

signs as well as some disturbing facts about 
the next generation of Australians—and about the 

kind of Australia they will inherit from us 
- Article by Anthony Cook - 

ith the countdown to the Millenium now well underway, 

Australia holds its breath in anticipation of what lies ahead. 

The securing of the Sydney 2000 Olympics, the installation 

of a new government, and the intensifying of the debate over 

multiculturalism are just a few of the signs which have created the 

widespread feeling that we are entering a defining period of our 

nation's history. 

For one group of Australians the path we take over the next 

few years is especially important, since everything they seek to 

achieve in the bulk of their lives will be made easier or more 

difficult by the conditions we create for them. This is the group 

which we, as an organisation, were created to serve and assist—

our youth. 

A Unique Forum 
In July 1996, the Australian Commission for the Future 

convened a 'Youth Futures Forum' at Macquarie University. 

Young people from all parts of Australia were invited to air their 

views about and make plans for the future. The opinions voiced 

by these young people, and the feelings they revealed, were at 

times sophisticated, positive and confident, but at other times 

quite disturbing. 

The Forum was devised to complement qualitative research 

on youth views already undertaken by the Commission. This 

research had turned up an alarming degree of pessimism about 

the future among young people. It found, more specifically, that 

at around the ages of 15-20 youth were fairly optimistic, but that 

this optimism had been "replaced by disillusionment and a lack 

of direction" by the time they reached the 20-25 age bracket. 

The Commission's findings echoed, in this respect, those of 

many other surveyors and social commentators in recent years. 

Sydney Morning Herald Marketing writer Andrew Hornery, in an 

article called 'Teens of '96: Alienated and Cynical', claimed that 

"the happy-go-lucky teenager of yesterday is dead. Today's 

teenager is an alienated, cynical ... savvy individual who 

mistrusts authority, sees through advertising and respects self-

deprecation". Hornery's article was in turn partially based on 

research conducted by the advertising agency Mojopartners. 

This research found Australian teens to be "among the world's 

most pessimistic". 



To discover the reasons behind this pessimism then 
naturally became a focus of the Youth Futures Forum. The 
youths who took part in the research identified a number of 
concerns. There were economic worries like that of high 
youth unemployment and the dwindling size of the 
comfortable middle class. Forum participants feared that the 
rich were becoming richer, making the poor not only poorer 
but more numerous. Many of them were worried that, having 
been victims of an educational system which offers insufficient 
vocational training, they might join the ranks of the 'new poor' 
after leaving school. 

But overall there was a call for "less emphasis on 
economics", and respondents were in fact far more anxious 
about social issues. Most predicted there would be more 
crime and an increase in the incidence of suicide in the future, 
accelerated environmental degradation, continued attacks 
on the welfare state, more regulation of what they consume 
and enjoy by all-powerful institutions with outmoded or ill-
conceived values, and generally a social and economic decline 
in Australia, so that their quality of life would be lower than that 
of their parents' generation. 

"Young people often feel their concerns about society are 
not heard or understood", says Commission chairman John 

N. Button. There is "a sense of being disenfranchised or 
disengaged, awaiting the outcome of events rather than 
anticipating a role in them". Hence, respondents to the surveys 
and at the Futures Forum itself voiced their disappointment 
about lack of youth representation in parliament, the lack 
of relevant and participative youth-oriented media and so on. 

Unfortunately, these concerns are in many respects quite 
realistic. Further, in an environment where this feeling of 
disenfranchisement is allowed to persist and is reinforced by 
events, the outcome is invariably alienation, apathy and often 
anger. Eventually, youth reach a threshhold after which no 
attempts to identify goals and beliefs, develop the Self or strive 
for social change seem worthwhile. This is the possibility we 
are now facing. 

Most readers will agree that Guides Australia exists partly to 
help girls realise their goals and to equip them with the skills 
and self-confidence they need in order to do so. As such, it is 
important that before we attempt to understand what these 
goals are we develop some knowledge of the problems and 
negative feelings which will inevitably hamper our members' 
attempts at self-realisation. 

'Kids' 
A CASE STUDY IN SOCIAL BREAKDOWN 

Recently the US film industry was caught unawares by the 
Gus Van Sant movie 'Kids'. Van Sant's previous efforts, such  

as 'Drugstore Cowboy' and `To Die For', have looked at the 
alienation of today's youth and its consequences, particularly in 
relation to the drug culture and media manipulation. However, 
'Kids' went further than anything else he had worked on. 
The film caused a storm of controversy, mainly due to its 
uncompromising portrayal of the 'bomber' subculture 
(currently one of the fastest growing youth cultures—the 
ones who wear their daggy tracksuit pants with pride, their hair 
neatly cropped and their baseball caps back-to-front). 

'Kids' brings to the screen a large culture of promiscuity and 
unsafe sex, drug use by minors, unprovoked beatings and 
crime. More than that, it shows a generation of youths who 
have rejected all forms of respect for others and are left with 
little or no capacity for emotion. The characters seem to live for 
the apparently all-consuming pleasures of mind-altering drugs, 
copious amounts of sex without responsibility and violence 
based on a 'might equals right' philosophy. 

The film reveals a facet of society which unquestionably 

needs to be shown, and is to be commended for doing so. 
However, what 'Kids' fails to do is offer any explanation of how 
these young people came to be the dishonest and destructive 
monsters they are. It presents audiences with behaviour that 
they will almost certainly find repugnant, without asking them to 

consider that the society they have helped 
create may bear some responsibility. This is 
regrettably typical of a lot of nineties media 
when dealing with these kinds of issues. 
Media has tended either to find a traditional 
scapegoat which we can all vilify from a 
distance (such as in the media trial of Martin 

Bryant, typified by Who Magazine poring patronisingly over 
Bryant's childhood and singling out nasty things his mother did 
to him which ipso facto made him a spree-killer) or to ignore the 
question of causes and social factors entirely so that the 
audience can feel they are 'not being preached to'. 

What the Commission's research reveals is that broader 
social factors most definitely are contributing to the alienation 
of our young people. The danger of movies like 'Kids' is that 
they reinforce our tendencies toward the usual knee-jerk 
reactions that occur when adults are confronted with images of 

delinquent youth. 
This reaction generally comprises three parts. There are 

cries for tighter censorship laws. Secondly, 'moral majority' 
groups step up their campaign to have the 'family values' which 
guided us (rather poorly) through the fifties re-instated, 
regardless of the immense changes in social conditions which 
have occurred between then and now. And thirdly, there is a call 
to make penalties for offenders much tougher 'as a deterrent'. 

Black-balled and 
Black-listed 

So we can begin to understand why so many young people 
feel like the 'them' in a society governed (at least partly) by an 
us and them mindset. Kathy Bail, editor of Australian Rolling 
Stone Magazine and a guest speaker at the Youth Futures 
Forum, sums it up well: "[in] the debate about how we want 

A lot of the things which have been subject to new 
forms of regulation recently have been things which 
are particularly of interest to young people 



Australia to develop ... young people are usually left out. To 
make it worse, more obstacles and regulations are put in 
front of them than any other group". 

So what are the effects of this exclusion and these 
restrictions? A possible answer was put forward by another 
guest speaker at the Forum, leading social researcher and 
psychologist Hugh Mackay. He talks about a discussion group 
he attended on the environment, referring to the behaviour of 
a woman who was vehemently arguing that all environmentally 
insensitive products need to be banned. "She was saying 
`don't trust me to choose the environmentally safe product, the 
unsafe product might be more attractively packaged, or it might 
be a keener price ... I might buy it, even though it is going 
to damage the planet, so take it away. I can't trust myself to 
make a responsible decision'. I fear this is what is happening 
on a very large scale in our community at the moment ... this 
is an insecure community not confident in itself, thinking that 
the only way to become responsible is to pass rules that make 
you act as if you are responsible". 

A lot of the things which have been subject to new forms of 
regulation recently have been things which are particularly of 
interest to young people—movies and games, the environment 
(of which they know they will soon be the custodians), the 
Internet and so on. If Hugh Mackay's scenario holds any 
weight, we are therefore saying to our young people 'you are 
not capable of making a responsible decision. You must be 
saved from yourself, as must the rest of society'. 

Another message that adults need to be wary of sending to 
youth is that of contempt for their culture. "I generally hear 
more criticism than approval of youth culture. I am always 
countering the views of the increasingly conservative and 
overly protective baby boomer generation who are afraid of 
change. They trash the things the things young people care 
about. They say their favourite movies and computer games 
are too violent. Their social views are too nihilistic and 
fragmented. They patronise young people and blame them for 
society's problems. Few actually recognise the positive 
aspects of youth culture. It is generally because they make 
little or no effort to stay in touch and feel it is not advantageous 

to do so anyway". 
The really frightening thing about this is that, after a while, 

these attitudes do begin to affect young people's sense of self-
worth. There was plenty of evidence of this in the Forum 
Report. For example, left to their own devices the group of one 
hundred respondents placed a high degree of importance on 
the values and freedoms of the individual. "Our success as a 
country depends on lots of differences of individuals", says 
forum participant Hakan Yigit, while elsewhere a work group 
speaks adamantly of "a need for strong, confident individuals, 
so that they do not feel they must conform to society's values. 
Our goal is to establish a generation which tolerates all people, 
regardless of race, religion or sex ... this could be achieved by 
'strength in the individual'". Comments like this would have 
been unheard of in, say. the 1950's, when our leaders were 
brimming with rhetoric about the need to act for the 'public 
good' (partly to form a society which could act as one against 
the evils of communism—an irony lost on many). 

Yet, at the same time, this lack of confidence in one's 
abilities to act responsibly is definitely evident in the views of 
the young people surveyed. A majority saw a need for greater 
government powers—particularly at a local level—for "uniform 
laws for the Nation and States on issues such as abortion, 
euthanasia, censorship, drugs and discipline" to prevent 
people from disagreeing abut these issues, and of course 
harsher penalties for criminals. 

It was also interesting to note that freedom of sexual 
preference and in particular homosexuality "divided the group, 
with some wanting it to be illegal and others feeling it should 
be legal to reduce the person's suffering". Likewise, it was only 
"after much debate" that the group decided "religion should be 
left up to personal choice". It was asserted, too, that youth 
unemployment could be combatted by "reducing pride and 
standards". Again, this may demonstrate the effects of the 
media's continual negative portrayal of youth. The Forum was 
held only a few months after the disgraceful media frenzy 
concerning the Paxton family. Said frenzy no doubt confirmed 
many generalised suspicions about our youth in the minds of 
the conservative classes. But the research suggests that this 
kind of cowardly, divisive propaganda takes its toll as well on 
the self-esteem of young people themselves. 

The Commission's preliminary qualititative research also 
found "an absence of confidence to identify beliefs or 
directions and stand by them; a virtual absense of ideology", 
while the Forum group envisioned a future which would be 
plagued by more of this "confusion about morals". 

A Need and a Challenge 
According to the Forum Report, a significant reason behind 

this lack of goals or visions is the absence of effective role 
models and leaders. Cheryl Kernow, leader of the Australian 
Democrats and another Guest Speaker at the Forum, frankly 
admits that "My generation failed the test of leadership in 
many ways", and her sentiments are greeted with assent. But 
this is not a generation content to sit back and criticise others, 
as has often been said of Australians in general. They 
genuinely, almost desperately, want good leaders—"people 
we can trust and respect" in the words of participant Ross 
Evans, and who can bridge the "immense chasm that exists 
between the youth of Australia and the systems that govern 
us" (Kate Milner). They are also more than willing to strive 
to fill leadership roles themselves, expressing their resolve to 
"take responsibility and lead by example". 

This is where the challenge for organisations like Guides 
Australia most plainly lies. There are a lot of ways in which an 
effective and successsful leadership style for our time may 
have to differ from those of the past—particularly in light of the 
cynicism and mistrust which existing community leaders have 
engendered in our young population. There is no definitive 
'how-to' manual for leadership (or rather, there are many, but 
by their very nature all are imperfect). There is no single 
solution. But viewed from a certain perspective, that's the 
beauty of it. Continued next month. 



leeches 
WHAT),(IERTHOUGHTS 

ON LEECHES? 

"SLIMY THINGS WRIGGLINGTHROUGHTHE WATER" 

"BLOOD FILLED SOCKS 	'APPLIED MEDICINE 
AFTER A BUSH WALK FROM A BYGONE TIME" 

Well true enough for some species but there is far more to 

leeches than this. Did you know that leeches are related to 

earthworms which live in your garden? Calmly studied, the 

similarities are obvious (segmented bodies, the way they move 

by expanding and contracting), the lack of obvious eyes or 

other features, the fact that most are hermaphroditic (both 

sexes present in the one animal). Despite blindness both are 

expert at finding food. How do they do it? Some detect food 

by its odour, some by the heat or carbon dioxide it gives off. 

Some even wait for a shadow to fall across them and move 

towards it, and some use combinations of all of these. 

Leeches possess several combined characteristics which 

will help to distinguish them from their near and less 

troublesome kin. 

Blood-sucking leeches (there are other kinds!) have a 

sucker at either end and three jaws which meet in the middle 

of the front sucker—their mouth. These three jaws often leave 

a characteristic "r-shaped hole. Check your next leech bite 

with a magnifying glass if you can stop it bleeding long enough 

to look. The leeches then pump the blood into a capacious gut 

holding so much that one meal can keep it going for months. 

This brings us to the reason why leech bites bleed so much. 

Simple, really. The leech doesn't want the blood to clot while 

it's feeding, so its saliva contains an anticoagulant. Land 

leeches with their bits exposed to air seem to need a more 

powerful anticoagulant than their creek and pond dwelling 

relatives! Often all that is needed to stop the bleeding and itch 

of a water leech bite is a firm wipe with a dry cloth. This was 

the main reason why water leeches were the ones preferred by 

doctors in earlier days. In fact, they became quite scarce in 

some areas and needed protection. Australia exported 

thousands of leeches to support the industry overseas. 

This also brings us back to our third, generally held, view of 

leeches and their part in a bygone day's medical practice. It 

may interest you to know that leeches are coming back into 

fashion. 	The bloodletting side isn't important. but the 

anticoagulant is! Some of you may have seen a recent news 

report where a young girl who had a severed finger reattached 

has to apply water leeches to the end of her finger to keep 

blood clots from forming within. 	 I  or, 
Not all leeches are bloodsuckers and not all 'leeches' are 

leeches! Some true leeches are predators and catch and 

swallow whole small animals like worms and water snails—

they never drink blood. Other animals that look vaguely like 

leeches are called so even though they are unrelated an non-

parasitic—a good example of this is the small tentacled 

flatworm that lives on the backs of Yabbies and crayfish—not 

a leech at all and merely filter feeder from the water the 

yabbies walk through, 

So next time you see somet i1ng thatT00Tcs like a leeC tak 

a closer look. If it's going to bite you, make sure it will bite you 

where it will do some good. 

RANDOM COTTAGE 
Come to Random Cottage, Mt Victoria in the beautiful Blue Mountain for your next 

unit holiday. Log cabin fully equipped for 30. Available midweek and school holidays for 
families and interest groups at reduced minimum charges. Contact East Metropolitan 

Region Booking Officer, Ms Joy Stacy, 26 Sailsbury Road, Rose Bay, NSW 2029. 
Phone: (02) 9327 3038. 

osk 



_IEroject TO RECOGNISE AND PUBLICISE THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF 2000 AUSTRALIAN WOMEN 

PARTICUL 

	 Name of Husband/s 

Surname 	 

Maiden Name 	 

Date of Birth 

Date of Death 

	 Christian Name 

 	Title 

	 Place of Birth 

EDUCATION 
Name of primary school 

Tertiary 

Name of secondary school 

Career/Employme nt history, achievements and involvement in this field 

MIGRATIO 
Country of origin 

N DETAILS 

(additic nal pages may be required, please staple them to this form) 

Names of Children 	  

Degrees/diplomas/other with graduation dates 	  

Date of arrival in Australia 

Destination and subsequent movement 

GUIDING HISTORY 

Other Guiding information (special events attended/amusing stories) 

Gumnut Guide 
Girl Guide 
Ranger 
Commissioner 

Brownie Guide 
Ranger Guide 
Leader 
Warrants held 



Involvement in other organisations 

Community involvement/achievements 

Special fame/achievements/recognition 

Personal information you consider relevant to justify nomination for Project 2000 

Sources of information 

Permission from nominee 

Name in full (please print) 

Address 

Phone 

I give my permission for Project 2000 to use the material recorded on this 
information form for the purpose of commemorating up to 2000 women who have been 
influenced by guiding. 
* 	I give my permission for researchers to use this material, to have a copy for their 
personal use and to use it for publication, exhibition or broadcast. 
* 	I understand that the project chairperson, Helen Heath and the Project 2000 
committee, will send me a copy of material for potential use, for may approval, before it is 
included in any final format. 

Additional instructions 

Signature  	Date 	  

Name of person nominating 	Name 	  Tel 	  

Address 

Please send your nomination form to Helen Heath, 26 Cheltenham Road, Black 
Rock, Victoria, 3193. Tel:03 398 7853. 

Fax 
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YOUR MOVE 

FIRST AID - A 
TRADITIONAL GUIDING 

SKILL 

DO YOU SINCERELY WANT TO HELP OUR 

COMMUNITY? YOU CAN FURTHER THE GUIDE 

MISSION AND RAISE VALUABLE FUNDS FOR 

YOUR UNIT OR DISTRICT BY BEING INVOLVED 

IN THE "YOUR MOVE" PROJECT. 

YOUR MOVE is an emergency life-saving adventure video 

to be released for distribution to homes across Australia. 

Accidents can happen at any time, on the road, in the water, 

in the air, in the home and the workplace. Accidents cost. Now 

for the first time, the Guides can show what a strong, high 

profile and concerned organisation can achieve. 

Guides can play a vital part in helping all Australians to save 

the lives of others, and help make sure that more people can 

be prepared. 

HOW WILL BEING PART OF THE "YOUR MOVE" 

CAMPAIGN BENEFIT YOUR UNIT OR DISTRICT? 

. Help Guides and their families become more aware of 

ways to save lives. Raise funds for your unit, district, support 

group or any other guide group. Lift your profile in your local 

area by being seen 'out there' involved in a busy productive 

and successful project. 

2. Further demonstrate to the public that we are a vital 

relevant and worthwhile community group. 

3. Show our involvement in a high profile community 

initiative. 

Guides is recognised as a valuable non-formal learning 

organisation where girls learn, among other things, first aid. 

This video develops this skill. YOUR MOVE is designed to give 

people confidence to attempt to save a life. It will help reduce 

needless loss of life and heartache, the result of a largely 

uneducated and unskilled community. 

IMAGINE 
You've gone and knocked yourself out 

You fall forward unconscious 

Your head is slumped forward toward your chest 

It blocks your windpipe 

You are now in urgent need of emergency first aid 

Guides may know what to do. but it is a fact that over 90% 

of Australians don't know the few basic steps that will help save 

your life. Let's hope that when someone finds you, they are one 

of the small percentage who do know what to do. 

Statistics show that at least once in a lifetime, we will all be 

confronted with a life-threatening situation. How confident are 

we to deal with it? 

YOUR MOVE is a national video campaign, developed to 

help people know what to do in a crisis situation, to motivate 

people to become responsible for each other, to teach the 

basic skills of life support and to help save lives. Skills you will 

use your whole life long. 

The aim of the YOUR MOVE campaign is to put first aid life 

support skills in the hands of every Australian. This will be a 

giant step forward in changing the way people respond to an 

emergency situation. 



DON'T DELAY 

GUIDES HAVE A 
STARRING ROLE 

Guides Australia is on the ground floor. We are proud and 

fortunate to be involved. Some of our Guides star in the video. 

A special segment. filmed in Queensland, shows a small 

group of Guides in camp dealing with a case of hypothermia. 

Other stars include Trevor Hendy, John Waters, Lyn Talbot 

(from Healthy, Wealthy and Wise), Ernie Dingo (from The 

Great Outdoors), Alan Jones (World Champion Formula One 

Racing Driver) and Himalayan Mountain Survivor, James Scott 

(known as The Iceman). 

The Prime Minister, The Hon. John Howard, MP, is fully 

committed to the campaign, and introduces the video. Mr 

Howard will launch the video in Sydney on 17th March, 1997. 

UP TO DATE 
TECHNIQUES 

Over the past three years, the best authorities in Australia 

have gathered together and pooled their expertise to ensure 

that we can be confident the film correctly demonstrates the 

latest life-saving techniques. 

IT'S FUN TOO! 
Although the subject matter is serious, it is presented in an 

easy-to-learn light-hearted style. 

* GUIDES AS 
DISTRIBUTORS 

Each video will sell for $19.95. Included in this price is a 

Guide share of $4.95. 

Guides may like to have one for their families and others 

could be sold to their next-door neighbours, relatives, friends, 

teachers 	 the possibilities are endless. 

It will be important that we act quickly. Advertisements for 

the video will be on national television, radio and newspapers 

and magazines in March. Naturally, it will be easy to sell the 

videos while the advertising campaign is running, so we urge 

you to plan your efforts now. 

Rather than simply reading about, order now while's it's 

fresh in people's minds. There's no time like the present 	 

an you won't get a better cause than saving lives. 

Look for the leaflet in this issue of "GiA" outlining the details 

of the project, together with the prizes, awards and incentives 

just waiting for you and your Guides. Keep an eye on your post 

box as all Leaders will be receiving an information pack soon. 

Heather Barton 

State Commissioner Victoria 
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To describe the atmosphere of SA4U2 is difficult. A young 

Guide, whilst waiting in line for the Chair-O-Plane ride 

during Opening Night , was heard to exclaim "This camp is 

so good already how mucher gooder can it get?" 

Well, with its motto of "Have a go, then you'll know" the 

camp simply got 'gooder and gooder' with each passing day. 

Article by Gloria Wright 

The Opening Ceremony commenced with a photo 

of all campers. Important formalities followed with 

the welcoming

t. 

 of all 

con tingen ts—by Sou th Aust ra l ian

pers—especially the
Sta te 

 interstate 

overseas 

Commissioner Dorothy Price. Then Australian Chief 

Commissioner Janette Lockhart Gibson opened SA4U2 with a 

real BANG! 

What followed was a night of food, fun and frivolity in a 

fairground atmosphere, with a magician, tumblers, acrobats 

and a range of showground rides from the 'Chair-O-Plane' to 

a giant slide. The Guides relaxed and entered into the 

excitement of this rather different Opening Ceremony. 

Here's a hint of what our young Guide got up to over the 

days to follow: 

She had a go at broadcasting from the fully operational 

licensed FM radio station "SA4U2". And then she knew how to 

cue and introduce her favourite song and understood how to 

use 'packet radio' to transmit e-mail. 

She had a go at making a boomerang. And then she knew 

how skilled the Aboriginal people must have been in working 

without modern tools. 

She had a go at canoeing, dragon boating, sailing, ski-

biscuiting or giant rafting at Riverboat Jill's subcamp at 

Swanport, and then she knew she had gained confidence to 

use new skills to enjoy water activities on the River Murray. 

She had a go at jet-skiing, body-boarding, snorkelling, pony 

riding or kayaking at the Normanville Beach Sea and Surf 

subcamp. And then she knew how to get the most enjoyment 

from our great Australian beaches and value our undersea 

environment. 

111 A SNIORGASBOR 
OF ACTIVITIES 

City Discovery Tour: Guides travelled by train to Adelaide 

and spent half a day discovering the delights of the 

commercial and tourist heart of Adelaide central. 

Swimming Pools: Guides enjoyed a splash and swim in the 

two onsite pools to cool down at the end of an active day. 

Animal Fetish: Guides were encouraged to hold the python 

and various Cuddly Australian Animals that were brought in 

each day from nearby Cleland Conservation Park. 

Camp Newspaper: kept everyone up to date with camp 

events. Interstate and overseas visitors were published, as were 

snippets of gossip, messages from friends and fun articles. 

Each camper received a spiral bound set to take home. 

The Computer Challenge: Guides navigated their way 

around this specially designed computer game, discovering 

interesting and fun things about Australia 



With all of this activity taking up our every moment, 

New Years' Eve arrived almost without our noticing, 

and we had another reason to celebrate. 'A Disco 

in the Bush' generated another energy surge. The dancing 

clock ticked off the minutes to midnight ... now it was 1997. 

The tired revellers were allowed to sleep in next morning to 

ensure they were ready for the social event of the season, 

'Brunch in the Bush'—a suitably elegant repast of 

croissant, quiche, Danish pastry, sausage and juice. It was 

enjoyed by the Guides in the comfort of their pyjamas; they 

had been informed that a competition to find the best or most 

bizarre PJ's would win a prize in our 'PJ parade'! 

Later in the day the New Year's Day concert was held. The 

Tjilbruki Theatre Dancers explained the meaning of 

their Aboriginal Dancing. The campers learned of the 

sacredness of the land and how the Aboriginal people value 

their natural environment. 

Each of the participating overseas countries entertained 

the Australian Guides. Highlights included the sole 

representative from Zimbabwe giving a beautiful rendition 

of a song from her homeland, and our Belgian visitor singing a 

national song, then following it up with a comic action number. 

All international performances were loudly acclaimed and 

gifts exchanged—a great way to begin the New Year and 

reinforce international understanding. 

We were now over half way through our Jamboree, and 

there was still so much for the Guides and leaders to enjoy. 

Activities Leader Pam Humeniuk (our LIC) and Camp Leaders  

Margie Berlemon and Kay Reseigh were seemingly tireless. 

Their diligent efforts ensured the jamboree ran smoothly. The 

subcamp personnel, from LIC's right through to junior leaders, 

all cooperated to make SA4U2 the success it was. 

Consideration for campers was evident with the central 

distribution of stores, the tractor-train transporting campers 

around the site in a constant loop, and the 24 hour free coffee 

shops serving beverages and tasty home-made nibbles. A 

creche-child minding centre was available for onsite mothers. 

Then of course there was the dedicated team of non-Guiding 

support personnel there to maintain safety standards and 

efficient 24-hour running of the camp, eg. Police Scouters for 

security, St. John's Ambulance staff for field hospital and 

ambulance, the CFS units permanently onsite and the band of 

wonderful maintenance men (dads, husbands, brothers, 

friends and caretaker) who were there to troubleshoot 

anything from a burnt out fuse to a flat tyre. 

The days flew by in a flurry of activity, until we gathered on 

the final day for one last event: the Closing Ceremony. After 

thank yous and farewells from our Australian and State 

Commissioners and LIC, it was time to enjoy a sumptuous spit 

roast and then join the performers from Gang Show in a line-

dance routine before being entertained by the bush band 

Kelly's Revenge—an appropriate Aussie touch. 

SA4U2 will be remembered for years to come, especially 

when girls and women come together to share in Guiding. 

- Pics courtesy of Jan Forrest 

Fun and Practical Craft Items to Make: braided 

necklaces, a wombat, Sturt Desert Pea, or koala novelties to 

wear on a camp hat, along with screen-printing 

Motorbike Riding: A great confidence-builder—especially 

since every Guide who rode knew when she returned to 

school she would tell her friends she could ride a motorbike! 

Leaders' Treat: all leaders were able to visit historic 

Glenelg, site of the first maninland landing in South Australia 

in 1836. They could relax, go shopping, visit any of the 

wonderful eateries, or hop aboard the famous Glenelg tram  

Camel Riding: Guides were led on camel-back through 

the neighbouring lush green vineyards, perched high off the 

ground with a panoramic view of the beautiful surrounds 

Get-away Tent: where Guides could gather swap badges, 

ideas and get to meet our interstate and overseas visitors 

Beauty Salon in the Bush: Opportunity to have a relaxing 

shampoo and hair braided, or a colourful manicure 

Full Day Bus Tours: each Guide was able to choose to 

visit a variety of scenic spots, which included the Barossa 

Valley, Hahndorf, and Monarto Zoo. 
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On December 27th 1996 a team 

Paddling began around May, clothed in thermals in kayaks 

of rangers embarked upon 

scrounged from all over Melbourne. With practice we were 

an awesome challenge, 

able to perfect our balancing skills (except for Anne, whose 

paddling from Yarrawonga to 

flair for capsizing frequently astonished us). For fishermen at 

Swan Hill Northern Victoria, 

Patterson Lakes where training was frequently held, Anne was 

the finish line of the Red Cross 

a constant source of amusement. 

Murray Marathon. 

Como Private Hospital. employer of half the team, kindly 

donated a state of the art racing kayak and team uniforms, 

making us look very professional. Our former kayak, fondly 

known as the 'Icebreaker', was twice the size and weight of our 

new kayak 'Ranger 1'. The new hardware definitely gave our  

team the fighting edge. 

We were the envy of all other competitors, who were not 

fortunate enough to have Guiding support. Many thanks to the 

trefoil Guilds and support groups who slaved over hot stoves 

to ensure that our carbohydrate supplies were replenished. 

We were also grateful to be relieved of the extensive queues 

for toilets and showers when staying in the comfort of the 

Echuca Guide Hall. 

The six road crew members worked especially hard to 

provide excellent support to all the paddlers. They provided 

meals, set up and broke camp. navigated their way along 

dusty roads and attended to our every beck and call. 

Last but not least (and not even last) in our entourage 

were our much-appreciated personal masseurs. flown all 

the way from England for the event (well. not really. but they 

were English). It was every man for himself when the open air 

massages began, and all modesty quickly disappeared as we 

competed for their professional attentions! 

Needless to say a good sense of humour was a definite 

essential in order to make it through each long day. We were 

greeted with the infamous strains of 'morning has broken' at 

5am each morning! 

THE GUIDES 

MUST BE CRAZY! 

This was the team name we chose and the 

creed to which we all solemnly swore over the 

course of the Marathon. 

The Ranger team became renowned for its 

loud music. entertaining all as we paddled the 

lengths of the Murray. U2 was our main 

motivational force, though we will never 

understand how Louise and Jenny paddled so 

quickly with Michael Jackson. Perhaps Jenny 

just wanted to get out of the boat as quickly as 

possible?! 



We also featured in the Marathon newspaper 

'The Paddler' after an incident with a lost $20 

note. This was our chance to put the lessons of 

honesty and integrity we had learnt in Guides 

into practice. Having fished the note from the 

depths of the Murray, we selflessly offered to 

return it to its rightful owner should he or she 

claim the item. Unfortunately, an owner did not 

come forward with the correct serial number, so 

the loot was used to replenish our badly 

diminished chocolate ration. 

.. OR JUST SILLY! 

It takes eight enthusiastic, young, devoted, fit, 

and one might say silly 

members of the Ranger section 

to agree to do something as 

ambitious and challenging as the 

Murray Marathon. We knew we 

were in for our share of obstacles 

(some more inadvertently funny 

than others), but we felt we had 

what it would take to work as a 

team with the necessary qualities 

to fulfil the challenge. 

Nonetheless, not everything ran 

smoothly. Imagine, for example, 

how privileged Julie and Tamara 

must have felt upon discovering 

they were to be given an all-expenses paid tour of picturesque 

Echuca—inside a porta-loo being towed away for emptying! 

Many of the team suffered blisters and in one instance they 

were so big that Kate's hand featured in the Murray Marathon 

video. Another complaint was aching ischial tuberosities—

numb bums. It goes without saying, too, that all of us 

experienced a certain degree of shoulder pain. But we 

expected all of this, and the shoulder pain was nothing that 

could not be fixed by a road crew massage. 

We also expected the dust (after all, what would the 

Australian countryside be without it?) It choked us on the way 

to each checkpoint, added an extra layer of protection from 

those UV rays and gave a brown tinge to our clothing. We 

believe it may also have contributed to blocking up the 

washing machine of an anonymous Echuca motel. 

What they didn't warn us about was the mud. Checkpoints 

always seemed to be based at the most inconvenient and 

muddy parts of the river bank. Our only defence was the  

somewhat ungraceful 'falling out very quickly so that the next 

two especially could make a speedy getaway' technique, 

which thankfully we had mastered by day five. 

We were all concerned about water snakes, but no-one 

could have predicted the paddling effort when an innocent 

stick floated by our kayak. It's no wonder we paddled 20k in 

one hour and 35 minutes—under average race time. 

COME ON NOW, BIG FINISH! 

On December 31st, we finally found ourself approaching 

the finish line, our relentless cheersquad spurring us on to 

make that last 50 metres. After paddling 38 hours and 35 

minutes—five hours below our personal best—'Ranger 1' 

finally crossed the line and promptly capsized (someone 

spared a thought for the poor fish as the tape deck fell 

overboard still playing Michael Jackson). 

We then spent the next ten minutes chasing after paddles 

and seats that were rapidly drifting down stream. 

AND ... amongst all this excitement we managed to fit in 

404km of paddling. 

- Louise Fizgerald 

and Julie Morphett, 

Emmerton Rangers. 

NB: The Marathon entry fee helps to support the 

services provided by the Red Cross, so thanks to the 

many Guides and others around Victoria who 

participated in the fundraisers for the 

Marathon, such as the surfing at Anglesea. 

happy, motivated 
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One of the exciting new options for units is to become a unit with a theme. This 

means that a major focus of the unit program will be in a particular area. The sky 

is the limit when we begin to look at all the possibilities! 

eff1E11:1 
r" 

Several units with a theme are operating throughout 

Australia and having much success in making Guiding an 

exciting experience for girls aged 6 to 18. 

It has always been possible for a unit to concentrate their 

efforts in a particular area of interest for a short period of time. 

Areas of focus ideal for short periods include conservation, 

water sports, or preparing for a special concert or region rally. 

The concept of themes, however, has been gaining popularity 

of late because it strengthens the goals of a group. 

Guides has a history that incorporates specialist activities. 

Sea, land and air rangers were active from the 1930s to the 

1970s. Guides were active during WW1 in First Aid or Hospital 

Units. Today we are all familiar with those units where "they do 

a lot of abseiling" or "all the girls are in Gang Show". 

Why become a unit with a theme? 
The primary reason for any unit to take this step is because 

it is the wish of the Guides. The Australian Guide Program 

acknowledges that girls are capable of planning and 

implementing their own activities. One of our roles as leaders 

is to teach the skills necessary for our unit to be truly owned 

by the girls. 

Although a unit may choose to 

explore an area of interest, it is 

vital that the unit program covers 

a broad spectrum of activities. 

We must ensure that Guides 

have the opportunity for personal 

growth and challenge in the four 

elements—physical, people, 

practical and self. 

Leader Trai ning 
Leaders must undertake the necessary training and gain 

the appropriate experience to become qualified and appointed.  

They must also undergo an official appraisal in order to 

have their qualification endorsed under the Australian 

Leadership Program. 

Leaders may also wish to improve their skills in the area 

covered by the unit's theme by attending any special trainings 

offered by Guides Australia or courses/ workshops offered by 

other organisations, local colleges, 

or professional associations. 

adult education groups, craft classes 	
THE GUIDE PROGRAM 

Guiding is for All 

Women 
We must be careful that no girl is 

excluded from Guiding. Some may 

find a particular theme a great turn off! 

Larger districts and well-populated 

areas will find it easy to support a 

number of units or even open another 

unit with a specialty. Flexible age 

groups can add another dimension to district planning. 

Some Ideas 
The opportunities for specialising are limited only by your 

imagination. 

This recent development will allow units to promote 

themselves and their program of activities under the banner of 

their chosen interest. 

This could include: sporting teams; horseriding; sailing; 

entertainment; or art/craft. 

Of course, it is possible that future members of the unit may 

choose to focus the unit program in another area—or indeed to 

return to a general program covering the usual wide variety of 

areas. The decision to take on a theme need not permanently 

bind your unit to one idea or activity. 

Guides are free to make this decision at any time! 

ACKNOWLEDGES THAT 

GIRLS ARE CAPABLE 

OF PLANNING AND 

IMPLEMENTING THEIR 

OWN ACTIVITIES 



OLYMPIA 
`96 

TO CELEBRATE THE 100TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE OLYMPIC 

GAMES, THREE AUSTRALIAN 

GUIDES JOURNEYED TO GREECE 

TO ATTEND A SPECIAL 

INTERNATIONAL GUIDE CAMP. 

Penny Lyons from Winston Hills, 

NSW; Tammy Sturdy, Bayswater, 

VIC; and Naomi Hanna from Dianella, WA were among 3,000 

Guides from around the world who gathered in Greece for the 

Olympia '96 Opening Ceremony. 

Guides had opportunities to attend workshops prepared by 

representatives from more than 19 countries including Poland, 

Russia, Japan and Singapore. 

Since the outbreak of political violence in Algeria in 

1992, tens of thousands of its people have suffered 

arbitrary detention, ill-treatment, "disappearance" and 

execution outside of the law. As violations and abuses by 

both government forces and armed opposition groups have 

continued to spread, more and more men, women and 

children have found themseles caught in the spiral of 

violence. 

Many people who are threatened with death by armed 

opposition groups are unable to obtain any protection. 

They are in an impossible situation: if they give into these 

threats they fear a backlash from security forces who may 

wrongfully interpret their actions as support for the 

opposition. 

It was in this climate that Nassima Hamana had to give 

up her job as a secretary at a court when several of her 

colleagues were threatened and one was killed by armed 

opposition groups. 

Later in September 1995 Nassima and her husband 

Rabah were directly threatened with death by the Islamic 

Salvation Front (FSI) if they refused to give the aggressors a 

large sum of money. They did refuse and were threatened 

again in October 1995. 

After fleeing their town and moving to Algiers, the 

couple were informed that they had been condemned to 

The introduction to Australian culture included a lesson in 

bushdancing, vegemite tasting, tearing up mintie wrappers and 

creating bookmarks using Australian images. 

There was plenty of time to relax on the beach and take a swim 

in the surf. We even had our own Olympic events: beach 

volleyball, water polo and relay races. 

Representatives from each country performed a traditional 

song at the farewell festival. We decided to sing "Give Me A Home 

Among The Gumtrees" and despite our nervousness at 

performing in front of 3,000 people, we remembered all the words! 

The evening's celebrations concluded with maypole dancing 

and some very energetic traditional Greek dancing. 

If you get the chance to attend an international event. Go For It! 

Naomi Hanna 

Contingent Leader 

Western Australia 

DENMARK 
'97 

death by the group, with the mere fact of Nassima's 

employment at a court serving as justification. Rabah and 

Nassima Hamana fled their country and applied for political 

asylum in Denmark in February 1996. 

Rabah and Nassima now have a newborn child. The 

asylum of all three has been rejected by the Danish 

immigration service despite the serious danger they would 

face if they returned to Algeria. The Refugee Appeals Board 

is considering reopening the case in the light of information 

supplied by Amnesty International and other bodies. 

However, even if the case is reopened, the family must 

leave the country while the case is being reconsidered! 

If you would like to get involved with Amnesty's 

campaign to protect the rights of the Hamana family in 

Denmark, you can write to the Danish Prime Minister: 

Mr Poul Nyrup Rasmussen, Prime Minister, 

Christiansbord, Prins Jorgens Gaard 11, 1218 Copenhagen 

K, Denmark, or you can contact His Excellency Mrs Kris 

Lund Jensen, Royal Danish Embassy, 15 Hunter Street, 

Yarralumla ACT 2600. 
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The 8th of March is International Women's Day 

and the week preceding this day has been 

declared the International Week for Women. 

International Women's Day celebrates the 

achievements of women and encourages us to come 

together to demand a better deal for women around 

the world. 

CELEBR 	AT 
international 

E 

 

women's  day 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY WEEK IS AN OCCASION FOR WOMEN, YOUNG AND 

OLD, TO COME TOGETHER TO MAKE DEMANDS FOR A BETTER WORLD AND TO 

CELEBRATE THE CONTRIBUTION WOMEN HAVE MADE TO SOCIETY. 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE ACTION. 

YOU CAN BE INVOLVED. 

 

2nd 8th  March, 1997 

The history of International Women's Day is one of taking 

action. From its inception, the event has strived for equality 

between men and women. The event has its origins in New 

York where in 1908, women members of the International 

Garment Worker's Union protested against intolerable working 

conditions. The first International Women's Day on Australian 

soil occurred in 1928 at a rally where protesters demanded an  

eight hour day for shop workers as well as equal pay for equal 

work. Since then, marches and rallies instigated by and for 

women have been held on 8th March. 

Although much has improved for women since 1910, there 

are still areas with room for improvement both in Australia and 

around the world. 

Celebrate International Women's Day by participating in 

one or more of the activities organised for 8th March. The 

International Women's Day "Week for Women" will be 

launched on Sunday 2nd March and the following week will be 

full of activities for women such as theatresports, Aboriginal 

women's gatherings and cultural events. The week will 

culminate with the International Women's Day rallies and 

marches on 8th March in cities around Australia. 

THE GREEN, WHITE  &VIOLET Angry at being fobbed off with endless party political 

Green, white and violet were colours first used in 1908 by those 

who demanded votes for women in England. They were the 

distinguishing colours of the (1903-1918) Women's Social and Political 

Union (WPSU) led by the Pankhursts. 

Dubbed suffragettes as a term of abuse by the Daily Mail in 1906, 

the WSPU soon made the term synonymous with militancy, separating 

themselves by their tactics from the milder constitutional suffragists 

who had been quietly campaigning since the 1860s. 

promises and being ignored by the press, the WSPU 

became notorious for its daring and theatrical displays. 

In June 1908 the WSPU organised a huge rally in Hyde Park. Thirty 

thousand women marched through London and three hundred 

thousand met them in Hyde Park. 

Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence, who edited the movement's paper, 

Votes For Women, devised colours for the marchers: white for purity 

in public as well as private life, violet for dignity and that self-reverence 

and self-respect which renders acquiescence to political subjection 

impossible, and green for hope and for the green fire of a new spring 

tide in women's history! 
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15 WAYS TO CELEBRATE 
A little bit of imagination is all it takes! 

Some great ideas to celebrate International Women's Day Week for Women. 

1. SUPERMODELS: Host a fashion parade with 
real women wearing real clothes. 

2. KEEP ON MARCHING FORWARD: 
Marches take place in every state and territory in 
Australia on 8th March. If you're marching, make 
sure your unit wears informal guide gear! 

3. QUILT NOT GUILT: Get out your paints 
and scraps of material and design a banner for the 
IWD march. 

4. WRITE A LETTER AND SAVE A LIFE: 
Contact Amnesty International to write letters on 
behalf of female prisoners of conscience 	 
remember human rights are women's rights. 

6. GREEN WITH ENVY: Plant a tree in 
honour of the next generation of young women. 

7. SHOW US YOUR LEGS: Wear purple 
stockings on Friday 7th March. 

8. MOVIE MARATHON: 	Get your 
local cinema to screen films made by women .... 
make it a fundraiser. 

9. MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS: T a k e 
your mum and/or daughter to an art gallery or 
have a picnic in the park. If you haven't got a 
mum or a daughter, adopt one for the day. 

10. READ ALL ABOUT IT: Organise a reading 
with women writers and/or women's stories. 

11. CROSS CULTURAL VALUES: Ever 
thought about how women from some ethnic 
communities are portrayed in the media. Invite 
them to speak at a forum about how they see 
themselves. 

12. GET PHYSICAL: Ensure the quality of your 
life year after year by starting an inaugural 
women's sports day. It doesn't have to be too 
competitive 	 just get your heart beating a little 
faster. 

13. CARE FOR KIDS: Get parents from your 
child-care centre to host an early breakfast in 
honour of your kids' child-care workers. 

14. A GREAT DEBATE: Feminism is a dirty 
word .... God is a woman .... The glass ceiling has 
gone through the roof .... I'm not a feminist but.... 
Pick a topic and invite a comedic/well known 
speaker. 

15. IT'S NEVER TOO LATE: To take up belly 
dancing, a second language or to discover your 
creative side. Check out your community centre 
and enrol in a course you've always wanted to do. 

.TACK NIL CD 430 NIL .411 1MT 
KENTHURST (ESTABLISHED 3 0 YEARS) 

Are you looking for something different for your weekend camp? 

Jackaroo Ranch offers: 

* More than 100 ha secluded bushland on Cattai Creek, suitable for hiking, nature study and abseiling. 

* Large in-ground swimming pool 

* Spacious village green type area for archery, ball games 

PLUS Bunkhouse accomodation for 60 visitors, Fifty well-mannered ponies to enable each guest to experience 

horseback riding in a safe and friendly environment. Tuition and helmets included. 

You cater or we do. 

JACKEROO RANCH: McClymonts Road, Kenthurst NSW 2156 Phone: (02) 654 9292, AH (02) 654 9057 



4 REASONS WHY THE 
INTERNET IS YOUR FRIEND 

- It's usually less expensive (and 
quicker) to send a message over 
the Net than it is to send it by fax 
- It's nowhere near as complex 
as programming the timer on a 
VCR! 
- Most Internet programs come 
with a 'search engine'—a device 

which finds information on any 
subject when you type in the 
name of that subject. The only 
technical skill you then have to 
master is that of spelling (and 
there's always the spellcheck 

function to fall back on). 
- It provides a common interest 
with people of other age groups. 

I- 	t's becoming increasingly 

difficult these days to find 

anyone under the age of thirty 

who isn't fixated on the Internet, and 

Guides are no exception. 

This relatively new technology is set 

to have an effect on our lives almost as 

profound as that of the television. In fact, 

possibly even more so. 

Yet to many leaders the very idea of 

an electronic medium like the Internet 

nrirlru mrtrriorm m 
seems daunting and even scary (not 

to mention those who somehow still 

feel it is irrelevant). 

Now, this article is in no way meant to 

be a comprehensive guide to the Net. 

However we hope, in the few paragraphs 

that follow, to give you a few tips and 

reassurances about how easy it really is 

to familiarise yourself with a very straight-

forward technology that is becoming a 

significant part of your girls' lives. 

First of all, when investigating the 

Internet for the first time, the obvious 

approach is to go to a friend's or a 

Guide's house and ask them to show 

you around the Net. They will be able to 

tell you about the basics, such as: 

g Internet Service Providers the 

'middle men' who have direct links to 

places where the vast amounts of infor-

mation are kept, so you have access to 

that information through them when you 

need it. Service Providers compete on 

price and efficiency in much the same 

way as, say, transport companies do, so 

you have to pick which one you like. 

Equipment If you already have a 

computer, it's going to cost you a few 

hundred dollars to connect. If you don't 

have a computer, 

you're looking at 

a little more—

but there 

are plenty 

of places 

providing 

public access 

to the Net for 

the general 

public. These include  

libraries, Internet cafes, 

community centres, unis 

and museums. Most of 

them are reasonably 

inexpensive, especially 

if you go in with a good 

idea of what you're 

looking for and how to 

find it. 

Software There 

are several kinds of computer programs 

available to make finding information 

easier. Again, these all have their pros 

and cons, but a few careful listens to 

friends who know the Net will give you a 

good indication of which one(s) will 

work for you. They're all easy to learn. 

The other thing which puts a lot of 

people off the Internet is the perception 

that it mainly involves mindlessly violent 

computer games and pornography. The 

truth is very different. In fact, one of the 

benefits of the Net is that it seduces a lot 

of young people away from video arcades 

and offers them a 'cool' way of becoming 

interested in learning. Everything from 

political journals and Government policy 

documents to gardening and patchwork 

pages is on the Net—as well as, of 

course, the Guides! Look us up on the 

Guides Home Page; our address is: 

http://www.guidesaus.org.au  

FRIEND 

WHAT CAN THE NET DO? 

There are several distinct types 

Internet communication: 

g E-mail This is precisely what it 

sounds like. Write a letter to your friends, 

business associates or whomever, but 

instead of putting it in an envelope just 

type in the address you want it to go to 

and press 'send'. It's there instantly. 

Easy to see why it's become so common 

in business (and for pen pals). Ask your 

friends; you may be surprised at how 

many have their own E-mail address. 

World Wide Web The Web is full 

of documents put onto the Internet by 

organisations who want to communicate 

what they are and what they do to an 

audience. They are periodically updated. 

So for instance, there are a number of 

youth magazines on the Net, such as 

'Lift Magazine' (http://www.lifted.com) 

which is "dedicated to providing a place 

for young people's ideas and express-

ions". Lift produces a new 'issue' each 

time they get a full compliment of new 

writing, art etc. from young people who 

find their Web Page and want to 

contribute. 

g Chat Sites (IRC's) In IRC, a series 

of 'channels' are listed on your screen, 

designated by subject. You go to the one 

you are interested in and join a 'live' 

typed conversation to anyone in the 

world (or to a number of people at the 

same time). The subjects selected for 

discussion are incredibly wide ranging, 

and this is a great way to meet people 

who may become future correspondents 

(though be prepared to try a few times). 

g End That's really just the tip of the 

iceberg, but it should give you a place to 

start. Happy net-surfing! 

NIIMLAII631E! 

IS YOUR 
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A NEW KIND OF HERO 

Ali Garnett's and Kaye Kessing's 

Easter Bilby is a story with a difference. 

Its skilful and lighthearted style makes it 

easy for kids to learn about the plight of 

a unique and remarkable Australian 

animal. Along with this, its message, 

if adopted, could bring a genuinely 

Australian flavour to Easter. 

THE EASTER 

The Bilby is a mammal similar in size 

to a small rabbit. It has long ears and a 

pointed nose. It lives in burrows and is 

nocturnal. In all these ways it rather 

resembles a rabbit. But it is not a rabbit. 

The Bilby is actually a relative of the 

bandicoot. It once occupied wide areas 

of arid and semi-arid Australia, as well 

as savannah woodlands. Signs of Bilby 

inhabitation have been found in all 

states except Tasmania. However, its 

extent is now limited to isolated areas of 

Western Queensland, central Northern 

Territory and northern Western Australia. 

It is now endangered, partly due to the 

introduction of the rabbit. 

The rabbit has taken over the better 

watered part of the Bilby's natural 

habitat and forced it into the most barren 

and isolated limits of its normal range. 

The Bilby eats insects (especially 

ants and termites), roots, seeds and 

fruit. It is well adapted to its relatively 

infertile habitat. It does not need to drink 

much water; like many arid land animals, 

it gets most of the water it needs from 

the food it eats. 

The Bilby is a marsupial, so it has a  

pouch. The mother Bilby has a 

small litter of two (sometimes 

more) babies which she carries 

and feeds in her pouch for about 75 

days. The family lives together in the 

burrow and the babies do not come 

outside to forage for food until they are 

about 90 days old. 

EASTER BILBY TRAILS 
For soil surfaces, trails can be 
made by glueing erasers to a 
small board and carving them 
into shapes to make a 'footprint. 
For a Den floor or something 
similar, cut a sponge into foot-
print shape, stamp it onto a pad 
of washable paint and stamp a 
trail across the floor. 

BILBY THUMBPRINTS 
FOR EASTER CARDS 
Use a stamp-pad to put thumb-
prints on paper (A4 folded or 
light cardboard) or light coloured 
card. Draw in ears, nose, 
whiskers and tail. Make a few 
Bilbies, include a message, and, 
bingo!, you have an Easter card. 

So the Bilby is, in short, a marsupial 

that is Australia's version of the rabbit. 

It may therefore be appropriate to 

consider replacing the Easter Bunny 

with an Easter Bilby. 

AN AUSTRALIAN 
wX.MLIAM 
'Easter Bilby' by Ali Garnett and Kaye 

Kessing (ISBN 0 642 16827 X) is jointly 

published by the Anti Rabbit Research 

Foundation Australia and the Australian 

Nature Conservation Agency (ANCA). It  

is obtainable from bookshops selling 

environmental books or from ANCA. 

The book tells the story of an old, 

tired Easter Bunny looking for someone 

to take over the job of delivering easter 

eggs. The young Flash Rabbit is keen to 

do the job. He thinks it will bring him 

fame and glory. But Bilby knows the land 

and his friends think he would do a 

better job than Flash Rabbit. 

The older Easter Bunny reflects on 

the damage which rabbits have caused 

since their introduction into Australia. He 

decides to arrange a test for the two 

contenders for the job. He gives each 

one a big basket of eggs and tells them 

to distribute them as they see fit. 

Flash Rabbit thinks it is a race, and 

gives eggs to all his friends at a big 

party. Bilby, by contrast, takes the time 

to give eggs to everyone—from the top 

of the tallest tree to the bottom of the 

deepest burrow. He explains the meaning 

of the eggs to each person and animal. 

The Easter Bunny realises that 

Australia would be better served by 

someone as knowledgeable and 

dedicated as Bilby, so Bilby becomes 

the Easter Bilby. 

The story is delightfully told and 

beautifully illustrated. It is well received 

by children between seven and ten years. 

1996 also saw the release by ANCA 

of a video explaining hpw to arrange and 

Easter Bilby pantomime. Contact ANCA 

on (06) 250 0200 for more details. 
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THANKS FROM 
A TT.A NT A 
To the Guides of Australia, 

Thank you for your support during the Atlanta Olympics. It 

was wonderful to know that so many people were cheering us 

on back home. 

I was a brownie guide many years ago but didn't progress 

to Guides due to my time spent with my horses. 

- Gillian  Rolten  and Peppermint Grove 

V 
CHASE YOUR DREAMS! 

vvESING 
YOUR  SUPPE 

On behalf of our residents I wish to tell you how much we 

enjoyed the carol singing by Brownie Guides from the Terrey 

Hills group who came to entertain us at an evening meal in 

December. 

We must also include in our thanks those Guides who later 

in the evening helped some of our more infirm wrap Christmas 

parcels - a lovely thought and much appreciated by us all. 

Wishing you and all your Guides a happy, successful 1997. 

May we look forward to another visit later in the year? 

- Bidd MacKinnon 

Secretary, Wesley Gardens Resident Committee 

Belrose 
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EXPERIENCE 

In my ten years of guiding I have changed and developed in 

many ways; I have grown personally and helped the 

community. Both youths and adults can find new skills in the 

Guiding Movement. For example, leaders and Guides can opt 

to learn first aid or complete a camping qualification, advance 

in their sporting abilities or develop a flair for creative or 

journalistic writing. Guiding also helps young people to give  

back something to the community that 

supports them. Traditionally Guides 

have helped the elderly with things like 

shopping as well as just talking and 

making old people feel like part of the 

community. They still do. Through the 

Guides' participation in things like Clean-up Australia Day, we 

are given the chance to directly help the environment. 

Global experience can be gained through guiding, too by 

using resources like the Four World Centres which are located 

in four countries around the world. They have accommodation 

available to any Guide. Even for those who don't travel, 

Guiding offers plenty of scope for learning about and meeting 

people from other cultures. In the past few years guiding has 

helped the world's less fortunate by making 'Peace Packs', 

which are sent overseas to needy children. The packs contain 

items which make a child's life reasonable; food, clothes, 

books, pencils and just for fun, the all important toys. 

Many of the things Guides learn are not taught at school. 

There is little else in our society to compare to the lessons 

young women learn in this association. Guides have a very 

strong sense of survival, sharing, preservation and an ethical 

attitude towards others. 

The Guide motto, 'Be Prepared', says it all. The Guide 

Movement is preparation for life. 

Melanie Delahunty 

Ranger Guide 

Maryborough Ranger Guides Victoria 

and Leader Carisbrook Guides 

A 

THOUGHT 
ToSHARE  A 

Last year at my first Region Commissioners' Conference 

we were taking an early morning stroll enjoying the fresh air at 

the Queensland Training Centre, Kindilan. From behind came 

the purposeful steps of our soon-to-be State Commissioner. 

She fell in beside and walked with us at our pace and chatted. 

I recently returned from the next conference where, once 

again, we were walking before breakfast. Once again those 

determined steps from behind, but this time we unconsciously 

picked up pace and walked with Elizabeth. To me this is 

symbolic of the effect Elizabeth is having on people and it is to 

be hoped that we can continue to walk with her through her 

term—and keep up with the pace. Elizabeth is a most 

energetic and enthusiastic leader! 

- Margaret Stork 

Region Commissioner, Gold Coast 
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CAMP 

CHAIDMAh 
New South Wales 

Choose between a beautiful bushland setting campsite with showers 
and toilets ($4 per weekend per person) or Banksia Lodge ($8 per 
weekend per person) which sleeps 30 in bedrooms. It has a fully 
equipped kitchen and a large central hall with fireplace,BBQ, 
verandah on two sides, outdoor tables and seating. Half price mid-
week and school holidays. 

The site is easily accessible, only fifteen minutes by car from Gosford 
or five minutes from the freeway. Great walking trails, bush chapel on 
site, one hour walk to Somersby Falls and a fifteen minute walk to the 
RSPCA who will give an interesting presentation. There is even a 
guiding caretaker on site. All this and more in a peaceful setting! 

CONTACT VAL TEL: (043) 721 578 

The true spirit of international Guiding can be experienced 

in many ways—international activities and food; theme 

camps; international songs and crafts and so on. And then 

there are those lucky Guides who will attend events overseas 

and meet many international Guiding sisters in person. 

The advantage of Postal contact is that there are no 

restrictions of age or cost. Contact through Post Box is 

inexpensive and available to all age groups. 

Having said this, there are a few guidelines that 

participants in the program need to follow. Therefore. I would 

like to ask leaders to bear in mind the following when using the 

Post Box; your co-operation will allow this service to remain 

one of the most accessible and fun for your girls: 

: The advent of the new program has resulted in flexible 

age groupings. It is now necessary for leaders applying for 

units to state the age range of guides in the unit. For 

example, Guides younger than nine years may apply for an 

international unit link with, say, a Sparks unit in Canada. 

: Currently some 96 WAGGGS member countries list 

English as one of their language for Post Box. Naturally the 

countries that only write in English are easier to link with. 

Australia regularly links with 25 of these countries, but there  

are also countries like France where the official language for 

Post Box is French but who will also link in English. It is 

important to remember that where English is not the official 

language of a country most links are for older Guides who have 

sufficient command of written English to communicate. Please 

encourage the Guides to step outside their comfort zones and 

request a country with a culture different from our own. Where 

religion forms a very strong part of a culture it is difficult if not 

impossible to break through these barriers, unless your religion 

coincides with that of the country you wish to link with. If, 

for example, a Muslim Guide wishes to write to a Guide in 

a Muslim country, please write this information on your 

application form, and I will do my best to arrange a link. 

: Guides wishing to have a German pen pal must be 

at least 12 and prepared to wait for a link to come. 

At the time of writing this message (mid January) there 

are lots of USA Girl Scouts waiting for Australian pen pals, as 

well as lots of English Guides and Guides from a number of 

other countries. Please spread the word. 

Post Script 
I have recently received a request 

from Sarah, a Jewish Guide living in 
England, who would like to write to a 
Jewish Guide in Australia. Sarah is 15 
years old, born in September 1981. 
Please contact me on (07) 3372 6570 if 
you can help. 

There is also a matter with which I would appreciate some 

assistance from leaders. Occasionally we hear in a 

roundabout way that a Post Box link has been unsuccessful 

but we receive no official word from the Guide 

concerned. Please encourage the Guides to let their 

state Post Box authority know if a link is unsuccessful 

—we can then offer another link and find out why 

letters have been unanswered. Sometimes there is a 

very simple reason and sometimes the mail is at 

fault. It is important to point out that we can always 

fix the problem —but not if we don't know about it! 

Remember—the international spirit of Guiding is 

alive and well all over the world, and with your help 

we can make it a little bit stronger. Tell your Guides 

about Post Box and help them to apply for links. Just 

contact your state Post Box Secretary for application 

forms. 
Pat James, 

Australian Post Box Secretary 
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GUIDES 
AUSTRALIA 

SURF'S UP— 
IT'S TIME FOR A BEACH PARTY! 

Our Guide Leader took us away for the best 
beach adventure ever! We had a week full of 
heaps of exciting things to do—swimming, 
canoeing. snorkelling, horseriding, exploring 
rock pools, abseiling, and bodyboarding-1 
tried them all! 

On our last night at beach camp we 
partied around a huge campfire, sang our 
favourite songs and listened to fantastic 
stories. It was totally cool! 

EMS 

Fun 
Our fantastic new program 
allows you to choose all the 
fun you can handle. Whether 
its ice skating, camping, 
sailing, 	horseriding 	or 
exploring 	the 	great 
outdoors—you'll find it at 
Guides. 

Guiding adventures are open 
to girls from age six. Discover 
the fun of being part of your 
own special girl group. You'll 
make heaps of friends from all 
over the world! 

Every week's your adventure 
at Guides. If you've dreamed 
of camping out under the 
stars, getting involved in bush 
regeneration projects or 
canoeing down a river—
Guides will put adventure into 
your life! 

Row omme Ewe 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

The exciting NEW Australian Guide program is girl-led, allowing 
girls to develop confidence, skills and initiative through program 
activities they choose. 

Research suggests young women achieve more in an all-girl 
environment without the distraction of gender-based 
competition. Guides Australia provides the ideal place for 
young women to focus on achieving their personal best. 

Leaders are carefully screened women who enjoy sharing their 
time and talents to help girls grow and learn. Many of our leaders 

are parents themselves! Our leadership program continues to 
develop our leaders.  expertise, providing them with opportunities 
to develop decision-making and leadership skills. 

Guides welcomes young women and girls of all nationalities from 
the age of six years. No matter where you live there's a Guide 
Unit nearby. Guides can also come to you! As a Lone Guide, your 
daughter will enjoy all the fun and friendship of Guides through 
letters and the internet. She'll also meet other Guides at special 
events and camps. 

for more information contact 
YOUR STATE GUIDE ASSOCIATION 

or call 1900 123 008* to receive your 
FREE information kit 

(call charged at 50 cents per minute from all over 
Australia) 

or visit the Guides Australia Home Page at 
http://www.guidesaus.org.au  
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Experiment with natural 
• phenomena 
• Make a magnet sculpture. 

Make electricity in your own 
• Guide Hall. Discover how 
• hot air balloons work, then 
• make your own! 

Cnviro-Action 
Helping the environment 

• and becoming aware. 
• Befriend native animals 

and protect their habitat. 
• 

1 

Super 
•science • Celebrate the 

diversities of our 
planet and its people 
Take your Guide Unit 
bellydancing! Make a 
West African rhythm 

stick! Outdo 
Adven 

Way To Go 	Activities 
How to make things 	" for the 
happen! 	 great outdoors 

One World 

abbler" pack of 
nroaram activities for 

gins OT au ages 
The NEW variety action packs are 
available from your Guide Shop. 
The pack is full of fantastic program 
ideas collected from Guide Leaders 
around Australia. 

This professionally designed pack 
covers five areas of interest: Way to 
Go; SuperScience; Enviro-action; 
One World; and Outdoor Adventure. 

The pack is an excellent resource 
for any Guide unit and ensures 
you'll have heaps of Guide-tested 
fun activities to choose from every 
week. Guaranteed to keep your unit 
occupied and entertained! 

L 	  

FILL IN THE ACTION 

PACK EVALUATION 

SHEET AND BE IN THE 

RUNNING TO WIN 

FABULOUS PRIZES. 
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