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CHIEF COMMISSIONER'S MESSAGE IN TOUCH 

ay is Guide Awareness 

Month—a magnificent 

opportunity for all of us 

to promote the benefits 

of being a member of Guides 

Australia. 

You should have an abundance 

of stories about what the girls do 

and the activities in which they 

participate to share with your local 

community. Local papers are always 

enthusiastic about guiding, and if 

you can offer them an interesting 

story and a photograph which is 

good quality, you will find that 

they are very receptive. It is much 

more difficult to get a story 

printed in one of the major dailies. 

People are always interested in 

what our girls and Leaders are 

doing. Has someone from your 

area been to an Australian event 

like SA4U2? The girls and Leaders 

who attended SA4U2 experienced 

international guiding and superb 

activities which would be able to 

be written up as an interesting 

article. 

Has anyone from your area 

represented Australia overseas? 

Many members of the general 

public do not know that we belong 

to such a large international 

organisation. International displays 

or activities held in shopping 

centres are always of interest. 

During the month you may 

decide to arrange a "Bring a  

Friend" meeting for your unit. 

Make sure that the activities are 

interesting and exciting. I am sure 

that you can think of many more 

ideas to spread the adventure of 

guiding. 

Of course, during May the 

national biscuit campaign will be 

held. We are known Australia wide 

for the fact that we sell biscuits. 

Biscuits are a great way to help 

raise funds for your district as 

well as a great public relations 

exercise for our association. 

Leaders are often taken for 

granted. I would like to extend my 

thanks to you all for the fantastic 

job you do in helping to prepare 

our girls and young women to be 

the women of tomorrow. Your 

efforts as volunteers are really 

appreciated. 

My best wishes to you all for a 

very busy Guide Awareness 

Month. 

- Janette Lockhart Gibson 

Smart Cookies: Kate and Amy 
Dodd and Christine Yves get 

stuck into their Guide Biscuits! 
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cyilf vide Biscuit Day is all set for 17th May and this year, 

we're going national. Some states have already 

began merchandising for THE BIG CRUNCH. South 

Australia has designed some fabulous T-shirts and there are 

Guide Biscuit key rings that could be used for incentive 

marketing. Good luck with your biscuit sales! 

alp ebmaster Sandra Kumskolf has arranged for an 

increase in space at our website. This means we 

can attach state home page sites to the national home page 

site. If your state is creating a home page, Sandra would 

be please to act as an adviser and arrange a web space link 

for you. 

Increasingly, the Internet is being used as an alternative to 

video. Most schools are on, or in the process of gaining access 

to the Internet. Schools promotion techniques used by guides 

in the past may have to change to make the most of this new 

technology. 

cgifr is is the new trade name for Guides Australia chosen 

at the retail managers meeting in March. All Guides 

Australia brand of clothing and merchandise will have a 'gia' 

label. `gia' was chosen as it is perceived as 'feminine', a name 

familiar with existing members and a name that's unique to 

Australian guiding. • roject 2000. Helen Heath is now receiving a regular 

stream of nomination forms for this project which aims 

to acknowledge the role of guiding women in Australian history. 

If you are interested in nominating someone for the project turn 

to page 20 for more details. 

our Move—the emergency life saving adventure 

video continues its successful role as a major 

fundraiser for Guides Australia. Those involved in the project 

have been generous in their praise regarding the involvement 

of Guides Australia. The publicity associated with this project 

will continue through May and June and Guide Units have until 

30th June to get their tally sheets in to Health and Safety to be 

in the running to win fabulous prizes. 

he Australian Adult Leader's Journal is now 

available in your State Guide Shop. The Journal is 

essential for keeping an up to date record of your progress 

through the Leaders' program. If you can't get to your Guide 

Shop, fill in the form on the inside front cover and send it to 

your State Retail Manager. 



INTERNATI 
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19TH WORLD JAMBOREE 

World Jamborees are very special events and only come 

around once every four years. The next World Scout Scout 

Jamboree is in Chile in January 1999 and promises to be a 

fantastic experience for all involved. As a member of the 

Australian contingent, Guide Leaders will be ambassadors for 

our country. You'll have the opportunity to be involved in many 

activities, meet and make lots of friends from around the world 

and have the chance of visiting many of the fascinating 

countries of South America. 

The Jamboree is ten days of action-packed fun, excitement 

and adventure. It will be located in the foothills of the Andes, 

61 kilometres to the south of Santiago, the capital of Chile. 

After the Jamboree, home hospitality and touring in a 

number of countries is planned. Home hospitality gives you, 

together with other participants, the chance to live with local 

scouting families for a few days, to better understand the local 

culture. Tours are being planned to take in Chile, Argentina, 

Brazil, Bolivia, Peru and the United States. 

If you're interested in attending this event, contact your 

State International Adviser for more details. 

A TASTE OF SANGAM 

Launceston teenager Kate Reade boarded her plane to 

India to help preserve a tribute to former Guides Australia 

Tasmanian State Commissioner Gwen Hesketh. 

Kate used her school holidays to help rebuild the Gwen 

Hesketh Quiet Corner, an outdoor area at the Guide World 

Centre, Sangam, Pune, in southern India. 

Miss Hesketh lived at Deviot and served with the Guide 

International Service in the Netherlands and Germany after 

World War II, and trained Guides and Leaders in Korea. 

The quiet corner of Sangam had fallen into disrepair since 

it was created in Miss Hesketh's memory as place for 

relaxation and meditation. Sangam was chosen as the site for 

the memorial as it is the focus of guiding for the Asia-Pacific 

region. 

Guides from the Asia-Pacific region gathered at Sangam in 

January in an attempt to bring the structure back to life with 

some bricklaying, concreting, carpentry and landscaping. 

Sixteen year old Kate has been a Guide for the last nine 

years and was selected along with two other Tasmanians, Lisa 

Priest and Celeste Woolley to travel to Sangam for the quiet 

corner project. 

As well as the hard work of restoring the Gwen Hesketh 

tribute, Kate had spare time to visit Agra, the Taj Mahal and 

even took a ride on an elephant. 

The Tasmanian Guides took a computer and a printer on 

their trip as a gift to Sangam from the local guiding movement 

1998 COMMONWEALTH CAMP 

An opportunity to view some events in the Commonwealth 

Games—Malaysia 1998—while enjoying meeting Guides from 

Commonwealth countries. 

Plahned activities for the Commonwealth Camp include 

canoeing, sightseeing tours service projects, hiking, cultural 

activities and crafts. 

The camp will be held at the Recreational Forest, Ulu 

Bendul, Kula PIla, Negeri Sembilan, Malaysia from 31st 

August to 5 September 1998 (home hospitality) and from 5th 

September to 12th September 1998 at the camp site. 

The Commonwealth Camp is open to girls from age 14 to 

18 years. Two Leaders with outdoor camping experience are 

also required to attend. 

The cost will be approximately $1,800 which includes 

airfares, event fees, all accommodation, some meals, 

insurance, international tops and bags and administration 

costs. 

Contact your State International Adviser for more details. 



It's Your Move 
"All they had to do was simply 

tilt her head AND SHE WOULD HAVE LIVED. 
IT WAS SUCH A SIMPLE PROCEDURE, BUT 
NOBODY knew what to do." 

Robert Dickson 
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It's impossible to put a price on a life, 

and Guide Units across Australia have 

discovered that $24.95 for a YOUR MOVE video is money 

well spent. 

Backed by a national publicity campaign that spans print, 

television and radio—the YOUR MOVE video has proven to be 

one of the most successful fundraising activities ever 

undertaken by Guides Australia. Many units have been taken 

by surprise at the demand for this life-saving video and have 

already placed large orders with Health and Safety Australia. 

Each video comes with a YOUR MOVE instruction booklet 

AND a discount voucher for a St. John's Ambulance first aid 

course—so it's not surprising that some Guide Units have 

been swamped with orders! 

mieNtasTic 
izes 

The aim of this innovative safety-awareness campaign is of 

course to save lives. However, Units which excel in bringing 

this important message into Australian homes can look forward 

to receiving some fantastic prizes! 

The Guide selling the most videos in Australia receives an 

Education Bursary worth $1,500 AND a Malvern Star Bike 

AND a Free First Aid Training for the family AND a signed 

Certificate of Achievement from the Prime Minister of Australia. 

The Guide selling the most videos in her state will receive a 

prize worth $500. 

The Guide Unit which sells the most videos in Australia will 

win a prize worth $2,500. 

To be eligible for the competition, you must have your tally 

sheets to Health and Safety Australia by 30th June, however 

those individuals or Guide Units who get their orders in by 31st 

May have the chance to win a BONUS SURPRISE. Even if 

you expect to take more orders during June , get the orders 

you have taken by 31st May to Health and Safety so that they 

photos—Top left: The Hon. John Howard 
Prime Minister with ACT Guide at the 
launch of YOUR MOVE 

can GET MOVING on delivering these fantastic videos. By the 

way, placing some of your orders by this date won't affect your 

eligibility for the overall competition—and we'll be publishing a 

state-by-state sales update in next month's GiA. 

So how did this project get started. Essentially, YOUR 

MOVE is the result of Robert 

Dickson's 	personal 

mission to put first-

aid skills in the 

hands of every 

Australian. 

Inspired 

by 	his 

commitment 

to the project, 

Rob 	has 

received support 

from the Prime 

Minister, The Hon. John 

Howard and a host of Australian sporting 

and media personalities, comedians and health professionals. 

Many have donated their time and talents to ensure YOUR 

MOVE is the most entertaining and informative life saving 

video available. 

5V ~-~iMgelf 
Rob travels around Australia as a runner with the 

Brisbane Lions AFL and is available to speak at fundraisers 

(minimum 50 people) at venues across Australia in May and 

June. If you're thinking of holding a YOUR MOVE night, or 

you've got a special event coming up, contact your State Public 

Relations Adviser to check on Rob's availabilities—he may be 

able to come along! 

Middle right: Kate Riddington, Charlotte 
Stevenson and Christina Yves with Trevor 
Hendy at the YOUR MOVE launch in Sydney. 
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During her short life, 11 

year old Monica Truong 

has already had to deal 

with crisis when she was 

abducted from her family 

home in Sydney in 1996. Held 

against her will at a suburban motel, 

Monica attained her freedom by putting a note asking for help 

on a food tray that was removed from the room. Today Monica 

is a member of Guides Australia and features as a presenter of 

YOUR MOVE. 

VA Ot 
Lyn Talbot is well known to Australians as a presenter of 

the Ten's Network's lifestyle program, Healthy, Wealthy and 

Wise. She has just begun her sixth year with the 

program, informing viewers of the latest trends 

in healthy living, including exercise, diet and 

fashion. 

Before taking up a journalism 

cadetship with Network Ten's newsroom, 

Lyn had studied physiotherapy and had 

planned to move into sports medicine. 

Some of you may have seen Lyn 

recently on "Good Morning Australia" chatting 

with Bert Newton about her involvement with YOUR 

MOVE. Lyn also told viewers that YOUR MOVE may 

purchased from Guide Units across Australia—so get your 

order books ready! 

111111rEnExor
ay 
Queensland's Trevor Hendy is 

unchallenged as the greatest 

Ironman in the world. He has won 

six Australian open Ironman 

titles and has a string of 

Queensland titles dating back to 

the mid-1980s. Trevor has also 

won world titles. 

Today Trevor has added another 

string to his bow. He now paddles up  

and down the gold Coast Canals as a member of the 

Australian Kayak team and is hoping to win a place on the 

Olympic Team for the Sydney 2000 games. 

RoBerT aicKson 
Robert Dickson is a former Hawthorn Premiership player, 

and is now the runner with the Brisbane Lions AFL Club. 

Robert is also a professional pilot who spent six years flying 

rescue helicopters with the National Safety Council in the 

1980s. He would fly across Victoria, picking up accident 

The need to communicate 
first aid knowledge to all 
AUSTRALIANS BECAME ROBERT'S 

PASSION. HE REALISED A VIDEO 
would help people learn, 

but it had to be 

entertaining as well as 
informative. 

victims to take to hospital and he was 

horrified to see how many people just stood 

by at the accident scene, not knowing what to 

do to help. 

"The worst case was in the country and we didn't get to the 

scene for 20 minutes. The woman in the car had knocked 

herself against the windscreen of the car and knocked herself 

out. She was pregnant and slumped over the steering wheel," 

Robert recalls. 

"The woman's husband was sitting next to her and about 13 

people were standing around as she was slumped forward and 

couldn't breathe. All they had to do was simply tilt her head and 

she would have lived. It was such a simple procedure, but 

nobody knew what to do." 

The need to communicate first aid knowledge to all 

Australians became Robert's personal mission. He realised a 
video would help people learn, but it had to be entertaining as 

well as informative. The result is one of the most innovative 
safety-awareness campaigns ever launched in this country. 

YOUR MOVE is a quality Australian product that Guides 
Australia can be proud to be associated with. So what are you 
waiting for? It's Your Move—So Get Moving! 

be 
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THE GUIDING TRAIL HAS MANY FORKS AND CROSSROADS WHICH 

ULTIMATELY CAN LEAD ALL OVER THE WORLD. WRITING FROM HER HOME 

IN MALAYSIA, L. SHOWELL REPORTS HERE ON HOW THAT SAME TRAIL TOOK 

HER NORTH TO THE SURPRISINGLY HOSPITABLE CLIMES OF ICELAND 

I

celand was first inhabited, it is thought, by Irish monks in the 

8th century AD. However, it was named by the Norsemen 

who settled there in the 9th and 10th centuries. The choice 

of its ominous-sounding name—so the legend goes—was 

a tactical ploy, the idea being that potential invaders would 

think twice about sailing on a country named specifically for its 

inhospitable climate. 

I knew none of this when I applied for the Icelandic National 

Jamboree held in July 1996. Nor was I enlightened after being 

selected as one of five Leaders to represent Australia. But this 

was a wonderful opportunity; I was not going to be deterred. 

A (VERY, VERY) BRIEF HISTORY 
To find out more about Iceland I surfed the Internet and 

found several E-mail addresses for scouting in Iceland. From 

one of these addresses I received many welcoming messages 

from several scouters living in Reykjavik. As a result of those 

contacts I found myself appointed as one of the international 

staff at the Jamboree Radio Station. 

I also began to learn a little more about Icelandic history 

and culture, and what I learnt served to build my excitement 

about the prospect of visiting this fascinating island nation. 

Iceland was the last European country to be settled. 

Between 870 nd 930 AD, Viking settlers from Scandinavia 

sailed to the island and built their homesteads in the habitable 

areas, bringing some Celtic people with them. The ruling class 

were Nordic, so both the language and culture of Iceland were 

purely Scandinavian. However, the Celtic influence has made 

itself felt. It has been suggested that it is this mingling of Nordic 

and Celtic blood, in fact, that produced the great Icelandic 

literary tradition which flourished in medieval times while 

elsewhere in Scandinavia no comparable traditions existed. 

In the late tenth century, the Icelanders discovered and 

colonised Greenland. Soon after this their explorations took 

them to the American continent, arriving there 500 years 

before Columbus finally claimed it for the Spanish. Perhaps  

unfortunately for all of us, though, the Icelanders' attempts to 

settle the New World were unsuccessful. 

Today Iceland is a relatively well-off nation with a good 

standard of housing and a well-educated populace. Literacy 

has been universal since the end of the eighteenth century, 

and all education—including tertiary studies—is free. 

The national language is Icelandic, which has varied very 

little from its descendant Scandinavian tongues—though an 

Icelander will quickly qualify this by saying that their alphabet 

includes two unique letters of its own. Many Icelanders speak 

and understand Danish and English. 

In some ways Icelandic life and culture is similar to that of 

Australia. We are both young nations, in one sense or another, 

and both islands with a relatively small population. Iceland is 

the most sparsely populated country in Europe, rivalling 

Australia's exceptional average of 2.3 people per square km. 

In each case this is partly because there are large 

uninhabitable regions. In Iceland, almost 80% of the country is 

extremely unconducive to human habitation. Settlements have 

therefore mostly been limited to a narrow coastal belt and 

lowland plains in the south, just as they have been in Australia. 

Traditionally rural nations, we have both urbanised quickly 

since WWII. In 1880 there were only three towns in Iceland, 

where 5% of the population lived. Today 89.2% of the 

Icelanders live in urban centres. 

Also notable is the richness of the literary tradition of both 

countries in relation to their size. 

AN EPIC JOURNEY (SORT OF) 
The plane to Reykjavik didn't look nearly big enough to take 

on one of those fierce arctic storms I'd read about. And yet, the 

trip seemed oddly calm and smooth. My 'neighbours' on the 

flight were on their way to trek around Greenland for three 

weeks, and none of us were really sure about what the local 

weather would be like in Iceland. Most of us were prepared for 

the worst, especially me, hailing as I do from a country where 



the temperature remains around 32 degrees all year. When we 

landed in Iceland, it was a pleasant 10 degrees—certainly not 

tropical, but nothing that a long-sleeve top couldn't cope with. 

On the bus ride out to the campsite, the temperature dropped 

about 3 degrees, but still conditions were incredibly mild and 

hospitable compared to what I'd been expecting. 

My first impression of Icelandic countryside was that it was 

very bare. Rugged mountians and deep clear lakes greeted my 

gaze, and all I could say for the next fifteen minutes was "wow, 

look at that!". 

SETTLING IN 
The theme of the camp was 'On The Viking Trail'. The 

campsite was situated on the shores of a huge deep blue lake 

and surrounded by mountains on one side and rolling hills on 

the other. The area known as "Ufjotsvatn" is the national centre 

for training and has huts and a central building (and a 

conspicuous lack of shower facilities). 

After meeting the other ladies from Australia I found that 

they already had the tents pitched. This wasn't so hard, since 

the pegs just slid into the ground. A far cry from the scorched 

earth I am used to at the Canberra campsite! 

There were three groups around the site. The largest was 

the camp for units and troops with Leaders, divided up into 

subcamps. The smallest but hardest to run was the family 

camp. These subcamps are traditionally run concurrently with 

the Jamboree, thus allowing staff members to bring their 

children and relatives, and also to bring more members into the 

movement. Lastly was the camp for senior Scouts, which also 

incorporated most of the international contingents. 

As this was the first mixed camp I had been to, I was curious 

to see how it all worked out. There was, as it turned out, a high 

degree of cohesion between Venturers and Rangers. The 

Scandinavians are a very open and uninhibited people, so 

some things were a little different, but all in all it worked out fine. 

The program was varied and participation was left up to 

each individual. Most of my time was spent at the Jamboree 

radio station assisting with programing, interviewing Scouts 

and playing music. Our group went on a tour around some of  

the popular attractions. 

The bubbling hot springs 

were a strange and 

wonderful sight, and 

we all gathered round 

the geyser, waiting for 

the huge spout of 

water to rise. Iceland 

actually straddles two 

continental 	plates, 

the European and 

North American, and 

on the unsettled 

ground right between 

the two plates there 

stands (of all things) a cafe. A great place to casually ruminate 

over a hot cappuccino, we thought—until we were told that the 

locals were expecting a long overdue earthquake! 

Lots of people enjoyed horse riding, caving, the water 

activities park, flying, ham radio, canoeing, hiking, white water 

rafting and glacier trips. 

There were also many campfires that went well into the 

night. We had lots of daylight due to the location of Iceland, so 

late nights became the norm. Lights-out for the adults usually 

happened between 2am and 3am, although the young ones 

were herded off to bed a little earlier. It was a real novelty for 

us not to need a torch at night. Even at the darkest time, it was 

still light enough for you to find your way around and recognise 

people at a distance. 

GREY SKIES AND GOODBYES 
Sadly, the last day dawned with grey skies and didn't stop 

raining the whole morning. Mind you, the downpour did seem 

to motivate people in speeding up their final packing 

schedules. Many groups were flying out early the next morning 

and it was arranged that we would be picked up at about 5am 

to transfer to the airport. The Australians shared a lodge 

with some Norwegians and Belgians who partied late into the 

night. We walked to short distance to the Hard Rock Cafe 

and gorged ourselves on hamburgers and nachos. After the 

obligatory souvenir shopping we ambled back to the lodge for 

a warm and dry sleep. We were up at the crack of dawn to 

catch the coach, and suddenly there we were at the airport 

ready to leave Iceland behind us. 

I definitely want to go back to the next Jamboree in 1999. 

The Icelanders bent over backwards to show us a good time. 

Many of them have already become electronic pen-friends via 

e-mail, and I am already looking forward to catching up with 

them again in person. 

The benefits of attending an international event are 

extensive, and friends made there can last a lifetime. My 

advice to readers is this: when you come across these 

opportunities in Guiding—and you will—snap them up!! 
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Emily Porter of 
Clunes Guide Unit 
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enjoyed making 'punk men', 

flipping pancakes. 

complete with safety pins, chains, makeup, ripped jeans and spiked and coloured hair. They 

composing their own photos and 

4th Launceston Brownie Guides have been having great fun with their program. 

Recently these little Guides enjoyed strutting along the catwalk to punk music 

showing off their new punk image. They arrived at the hall dressed for the occasion, 

t‘eGUIDES VISIT A KOZl\Ln, 
©,a,ME CIENTME 

1st Clunes Guides (NSW) are keen supporters of the 

"Friends of the Koala", a group of volunteers who propagate 

koala food trees and take sick, injured and orphaned koalas 

into care for treatment and re-habilitation. The Guides help in 

the work of tree planting and fundraising. 

The new Koala Care Centre in Lismore was completed 

recently and, as a thank you for the great result they achieved 

in their latest fund-raising effort, 1st Clunes Guides were 

invited to visit. We met all the koalas in care there and found 

out about the work of the centre. As the koalas recover they 

are put into semi-release in a fenced area of fully grown 

Eucalypts. There are koalas in the wild in the same area and 

we were lucky enough to see a couple perched high in the  

trees, just outside 

the centre's fence. 

The centre has a fund of stories about the koalas they've 

cared for; one of the best is how scared "new chums" 

admitted to the centre are cared for and cuddled by the other 

koalas. 

Helen Hargreaves, 

Far North Coast, NSW 

unched Out 
Clunes Guides in New South Wales enjoyed an 

evening of ten pin bowling and later visited 

McDonald's to check out the Guides Australia 

McDonald's traymat and sample some of the really 

huge french fries. Yum! 
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Lone Numbat Ranger Guides SA 

took to the wide blue yonder 

recently and the comments below 

were the result. 

We flew in a two seater. motorised glider 

(so there is no towing involved). It has two 

sets of controls, so after take-off each 

Ranger Guide could actually take the 

controls and fly the plane under the pilot's 

watchful eye. It is a fantastic experience. 

"Cool! Taking the controls and flying the 

plane was really great! An experience I'm 

glad I didn't miss." —Sue 

"I was very scared, but once I got up 

there it was great!" —Tanya 

"It was an excellent experience. I'd do it 

again."— Mary 

"I was scared, but Geoff was really good 

and I felt at ease with an expert. I was 

shaking when I got out of the plane but I 

want to go again!"— Laura-Lea 

Sue, Tanya, Mary, Laura-Lea and Dawn 

Lone Numbat Ranger Guides SA. 

"Get ready, here come the buses", 

was the cry at Fairbridge Village, 

Pinjarra just south of Perth at the 

start of the State Brownie Guide 

Holiday. 

The air of anticipation and 

excitement of Brownie Guides and 

leaders as they came off the buses soon 

changed to confusion. There was 

mountains of luggage—how did it all fit on 

the buses? 

And one Guide was heard to say "Is 

this really where we will spend our week? 

I had no idea 200 brownie guides would 

be so many." 

Cottage 

leaders soon 

gathered 

their 

groups 

together 

and off they 

went to find 

their cottages and 

settle in. All could hardly 

wait to commence activities. 	Old 

MacDonald's farm was the theme and 

after the Opening Ceremony (at which the 

pet lamb stole the show) all went off to 

investigate their surroundings and have 

fun along the way. 

The 10 day old piglet in the 

nursery certainly made his 

presence known, how could 

something so small make so 

much noise! We were supposed to 

see animals, frogs and fish on the 

nocturnal stroll along the creek bank but 

200 pairs of legs and voices didn't make 

that possible. Oh well, we enjoyed trying  

to spot them 

with 	our 

torches. 

Each 

cottage 

made 

their 

very own 

scarecrow 

and a couple of 

them went for a swim in the wheelbarrow 

during overnight rain. 

Scouting friends came and constructed 

the most amazing obstacle course. One 

of the Leader's cars was used as part of 

the anchor for the flying fox and it didn't lift 

off the ground once, not even when the 

leaders went on it. Other activities 

included environmental, craft, 

games, drama, musical instruments 

and heaps more. On our last night 

together, we dressed in our farm 

outfits for a Bush Dance. It was so 

much fun no one wanted to stop. 

But before we knew it, the buses had 

arrived to take everyone home—

exhausted but with such wonderful 

memories of a wonderful camp. 

A letter I received from one of the girls 

after camp said it all "Dear Old 

MacDonald, It was just the 

best camp ever, thank 

you to all the leaders 

for organising it. I can't 

wait to go again." 

- Joan Johansson 

(alias Old MacDonald) 

Western Australia 
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HEATHCOTE once again honoured two of its worthy 

citizens—Laraine Leask and her daughter, Sue-Maree—a 

guiding mother and daughter double—during an Australia 

Day ceremony in January. 

Eppalock Ward councillor Laurie Whelan addressed the 

crowd. "Today is a chance to appreciate all those who have 

contributed to our country", he said. "Australia Day has 

moved on from a celebration of the landing of the First Fleet 

- something which sends mixed messages - and has 

evolved into a celebration of a nation made up of many 

cultures." 

Laraine Leask in accepting her award said it really 

belonged to all those in the many community groups she 

gave her time to, and she thanked family and friends for 

always being there to help out when things became hectic. 

"That was one day I was really proud to be an Australian," 

she said. 
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FROM THE STATES 

For Thinking Day '97, Echuca Guides planned a really special day 

out on the P.S. Canberra. 22nd February was a beautiful day as we 

set out for a three hour tour down the Murray River. 

We were given a sticker prior to departure with our name on it. On 

the bottom of each sticker the name of a country was also written. 

During the cruise, our Leader came around with a loud hailer and we 

had to call through the hailer the name of the country celebrating 

Thinking Day. 

We also had some yummy nibbles and a huge chocolate cake 

courtesy of Sutton's Bakery. The cake was decorated with the Thinking 

Day symbol. 

I had a fantastic day and I think the other 100 people on the cruise 

enjoyed Thinking Day as much as we did. 

Hayley Spiers 

2nd Echuca Guides 

The designers and engineers in 

Henty Guides created their own 

special Kiribati bus. They advertised 

the bus in the wider community and 

asked for support to fill their bus 

money box. The Henty Guides 'bus 

for Kiribati' project has raised 

$27,000. CONGRATULATIONS. 

Ic4orc 	to 

2nd Echuca Guides go cruising 
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6bat a stirrer! 

Kui Kumal onga  
Region Gathering 

Kui Kumalonga, a combined region gathering, was recently 

enjoyed by Greater Newcastle, Hunter Valley and Chichester 

Regions. 

Round-Robin activities, line dancing and a special Guides' 

Own were enjoyed by all. One only needs to look at the photo 

(left) to see what a great day it was! 

YOU COULDN'T GET A 

BATTER REGATTA 

Young Jessica Phillips (below) is given a lesson on how 

to stir things up by Chris Hawkins, Leader of the Frenchs 

Forest Guides. Having given the lesson on batter, Chris 

went onto a bigger event—the Regatta. Chris was 

accompanied by the Frenchs Forest Guide Mascot, a most 

bewhiskered gentleman, who needed to be carried 

everywhere—one too many a pancake perhaps? 

A farewell was held in December for 

Ruth Sell (Brown Owl) and Mavis Hamilton 

(Tawny Owl) after 23 years of dedicated 

service at the 1st Little Grove Brownie Unit 

in Albany. 

The Support Group would especially like to thank all former and 

present brownies and their parents, along with Ruth and Mavis' family 

members for attending and making the afternoon so enjoyable. 

We all wish Ruth the best for the future. 

- Peta Barker, Western Australia 
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t he town of Kalbarri is situated at the mouth 

of the Murchison River where it flows into the 

Indian Ocean, 166kms north of Geraldton, 

WA. It was for this remote and beautiful destination 

that the Geraldton Ranger Guides, along with some 

older Guides from other local units, set out recently 

on what proved a spectacular Ranger Adventure. 

Travelling by coach to the Fourways Gorge, 

participants set off on foot with their 

guide Daniel. The 4km Trek included a 

descent down a 150 metre cliff face, requiring 

extreme care and all our rock-climbing skill. Our 

destination was a remote pool deep in the gorge. 

Over 170 species of birds have been identified 

in this park, and we heard many calls during our 

descent. The colourful rock faces and tall stately 

river gums all add to the beauty of the area. The 

dramatic landscapes of the Kalbarri 

National Park represent the culmination 

of millions of years of geological formation. The 

Murchison River Gorges meander for 80 kms 

through the Park's vast sandplains, ablaze with its 
famed wildflowers. 

The day turned out to be quite warm, so the first 

thing on the agenda after reaching our picturesque 

destination was a swim. 

Thankfully, camping equipment and 	
MU 

canoes were already located in the gorge 

and did not require portage. After a quick afternoon 

snack from our packs, we unloaded gear from 

storage trunks housed at the back on the cliff. 

Some put up lightweight tents, while others set out 

swags under a tree with mosquito nets hanging 

from a branch. Wood was collected and water 

caught in buckets from seepage from the rockface. 

The cooking area was organised and a 

stew was soon warming for dinner. "Do 

you know how to make damper?" Daniel asked, 

trying to give the girls written instructions. "Doesn't 

he know we are Guides?" came the muttered reply. 

After dinner we made ourselves comfortable 

around the open fire. As usual when guiding folk sit 

around a fire, singing began to echo into the night 

from our canyon. Marshmallows were produced 

and toasted, then those in need of sleep retired to 

their swags. Others talked until tiredness took over. 

We rose to a glorious spring morning, enjoying 

breakfast then donning buoyancy vests to canoe 

the calm waters of the gorge. The paddling was a 

scenic sojourn. The river flowed between tw 

rock walls, making canoes not just the best 

only means of access to much of the 

couple of feral goats climbing around the whif 

us company—other than that, we were total Lrr 

in these harsh yet breathtaking surrounds. 

The return paddle upstream was more gruelling, 

as a light breeze had started. Back at base, 

gear was washed and stacked, shoes changed 

and a check done to see that no rubbish w 

We now faced the return climb out of th 

via another route almost straight up the pr 

Daniel guided us step by step through t 

section, lending a hand to get everyone up over the 

ledge and saying "Keep to the left, as there isn't any 

right". Further on, Kelly (one of the climbers) took 

off her pack for a minute and placed it too close to 

the edge; it went crashing to the bottom. We all sat 

and waited while Daniel retrieved it. The god .ot 

RCHISON RIVER GORGES MEAN 

easier further up the gully, but the hike out 

to go on forever. Still, there remained a fe 

moments of unexpected excitement, such 

appearance of the red kangaroo whic 

bounding along the sandplain near the end of the 

trek. Finally everyone reached the coach safe and 

sound and headed back into town. 

There was a surprised Kelly when unloa 

pack she found a few rocks had been add 

had been Daniel's way to repay her for h 

climb. After returning all the gear and sa 

goodbyes, we headed to the local bakery f 

before the journey home, relieved and ex 

(though stiff and sore) to have faced the challenge 

of Murchison River and come out on top. 

- Carolyn Wheat, WA 

MI LLIONS OF YEARS OF GEOLOGIC 

)/ f1Vj1  

THE D RAMATIC LANDSCAPES OF THE KALBARRI RE RE 

SAN DPLAINS ABLAZE WITH ITS FAMED WILDFLOWERS. 



SCOUT RANGER 

J 
t was the first time Allison, Belinda, Erin and 

Melissa had camped with the Ranger Guide 

age group. Previously they had been part of 

the Guide camp. 

f3 F•c;  

The four experienced Regatta girls quickly 

erected their hike tents, just like the other Ranger 

Guides, and hammered in the sign announcing they 

were in residence. Then they quietly hurried back to 

the Guide camp to help the novices erect their tents 

and set up the campsite, to fill out event forms and 

to select their activities for the following day. 

day 2-DOUBLE LIFE 

Next morning they returned for breakfast with the 

crew. They took part in as many events as their busy 

schedules allowed, and even helped to create a 

land lubbers boat to be used in night time activities 

for the Guides. Secretly, I wondered whether they 

would have enough energy left to participate in their 

own night time activity, which was to watch a movie 

with the Venturers. This was something they had 

been yearning for during the day as they tried to fit 

two weekends into one. My fears were unfounded 

—they lasted longer than I did! 

day 3/4 - WINNING RFAK 

The next two days followed a similar routine with 

a highlight being the winning of an under-18 girls' 

long distance canoe event. Granted, they did break 

the record for the longest time taken to complete the 

course. But in this case it didn't really matter—

mainly because they were the only contenders! 

denouement- REGATTA ° 9 

These four girls thoroughly relished their little bit 

of independence, as members of the 14 to 18 age 

group, but happily mixed with the younger Guides 

as well, helping them to enjoy their first Regatta. 

This enthusiasm has filtered back to the unit and 

now 28 girls are keen to sign up for Regatta 1998. 

- Joan Bunker 

Summerhill Guide Unit - Tasmania 
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he Sri Lanka-born population in Australia is a collection of 

several distinctive ethnic communities, including Sinhalese, 

Tamils, Burghers and Muslims. These ethnic identifications are 

important in understanding their social interactions, which still 

recognise home country ethnic allegiances. 

The great majority of Sri Lankans who have come to Australia in 

the post-war period were Burghers. They are wholly or partly of 

European descent. Only in recent years has there been much 

immigration from the two major ethnic groups—Sinhalese and 

Tamils. The high intake of Sri Lankan-born immigrants since 1986 

is partly associated with communal unrest in Sri Lanka. Most Sri 

Lankans (93.3%) live in Melbourne, Sydney and the other major 

cities. They are well educated and most speak English fluently. 

Parents of girls from Sri Lanka are likely to have a very good 

knowledge of the English language. 

PROGRAM CONSIDERATIONS: 
Sri Lankan families will usually encourage girls to enjoy mixed 

activities throughout their younger years until puberty. However, 

from this age gender segregation and parental approval play an 

important role in friendships and associations outside the family. 

Families have a say in major decisions like career and marriage. 

Refer to the relevant pages in the Resource Pack for further 

information on religious customs when the girls are planning unit 

programs. 

RELIGION: 
Over 60% of Sri Lankan-born in Australia are Christian with the 

majority being Catholic followed by Anglicans and Uniting Church. 

Among the non-Christian denominations 16% specified Buddhism, 

14.8% Hinduism and 15% Islam as their religion. 

GUIDING IN SRI LANKA: 
Guiding has been active in Sri Lanka since 1917 and is strong 

in promoting good relationships between the peoples of the 

different ethnic groups which exist there. Many of the senior Guide 

programs involve learning both official languages of Sri Lanka in 

order to create better understanding. Sri Lankan Guides are active 

in the outdoors with widespread camping activities, and an Earth 

Keeper's Badge has been introduced to the President's Guide 

scheme. There are three stages in a girl's journey through Guiding 

in Sri Lanka. These are: 

7-11 years: Kuda Mithuriye (Little Friend) 

11-16 years: Baladhakshika (Guide) 

16-22 years: Jayeshta Baladhakshika (Senior Guide) 

Further information on the Sri Lanka Girl Guides Association is 

available in 'Trefoil Round the World' 

FOOD: 
The Sri Lankan economy is 

51% agriculturally-based, so 

it is no surprise that the 

traditional cuisine incorporates 

a great number of unique spicy 

and aromatic foods (as an 

indication, cinnamon actually 

originates exclusively from Sri 

Lanka). Rice may be eaten 

with every meal and a typical meal may include several curries with 

side dishes consisting of finely shredded leaves, a dried fish or 

lentils and vegetables with papadams. Ceylon tea is famous and a 

favourite tea is brewed with ginger. Water from the orange-hued 

young coconut and green coconuts—also prominent Sri Lankan 

export crops—are popular health drinks. Cordials are prepared 

from a variety of native Sri Lankan tropical fruits. 

Sri Lankan Food Fair 
The Sri Lankan Buddhist Vihara Association of 

Sydney's bi-annual food fairs held twice annually 

at Roslea Community Centre, 647 Pennant Hills 

Rd. Carlingford. The next fair is on Saturday 

August 16th, and should not be missed by 

Sydney readers. All varieties of authentic Sri 

Lankan cuisine will be avialable for under $5.00, 

and diners will be entertained by live Calipso 

music. Admission is free and open to the general 

public—the last fair had a record attendance, so 

get in early for those delicious Sambals, Pilaus 

and Curries! A great day out for any Guide Unit. 

Ph: (02) 9748 7942 
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AN DIFFERENT CULTURES 

From very early in her Guiding career, it was 
clear that Wilma Torney's commitment to the 
association was to be a lifelong one, and 
one which would inspire many others during 

her long years of service. 

ilma joined Brownies at the age of six—one year before she 

should strictly have been allowed to—and she progressed right 

through Guides before being invested as a Leader in 1946. A 

part of her motivation for becoming a Leader lay in her desire to assist 

her sister Gwenda in keeping Gwenda's Unit going during the early 

post-war years. 

Wilma continued as a Leader until 1976, when ill health required that she 

channel her energies into administrative roles. In some ways this must have 

been a difficult pill for Wilma to swallow, since her greatest interest lay in 

direct contact with the girls and particularly in leading camps and 

encouraging girls to develop and learn new skills. Nonetheless, she threw 

herself into a series of relatively behind-the-scenes roles which incuded 

Division Commissioner, Region Commissioner, Regional Training Advisor 

and Post Box Secretary for Queensland and then for Australia. 

Her term as Post Box Secretary began on January 1st 1995. Soon after 

this, Wilma was diagnosed as having bone cancer. It was typical of her 

resolve and determination that Wilma decided to continue in her post for as 

long as her health allowed. With the support of her husband Graham, her 

family and others she remained active in maintaining the Post Box service 

for another twelve months. 

Wilma's immense contribution to guiding was recognised in 1996 with 

the Bar to Emu award, the criteria for which is 'excellent service to the 

association'. Later that same year she was presented with her 50 year 

service award. 

The lives of many girls and women have been influenced by Wilma's 

tireless efforts and by the example she set in her Guiding. She was a 

superb role model. She approached each task she undertook with the 

courage, determination and vigour that characterised all aspects of her life. 

Her wisdom, care of others, her courage and fortitude are a source of 

motivation to many of us who are left behind, and she will be sadly missed. 

Postscript: We have been overwhelmed with enquiries from readers 

wanting to ensure that Wilma's achievements would be remembered in this 

publication. This alone has been testament to the important role she played 

in the history of Guiding in this country. Thank you, Wilma, and thanks to all 

those whose thoughts of her led them to contact us. 

0 0  0 

o 0 0 
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°Addis Ababa 

c7THIOPIA 

"COME TO EAST MAITLAND GUIDE HALL ON SATURDAY. VVE HAVE A 
SPECIAL VISITOR FROM UGANDA:' 	 SOMALIA: 

0 
Mogadishu 

0 RWANDA 

'0 BURUNDI 

TANZANIA 

Dar es Salaam 

WHAT AN INTERESTING INVITATION! HOW 

COULD WE REFUSE? WE ARRIVED AT THE 

HALL FULL OF GREAT EAGERNESS AND 

CURIOSITY-HOW OFTEN DO RURAL 

COMMUNITIES GET THE CHANCE TO MEET 

INTERNATIONAL VISITORS? 

KENYA 

0 Nairobi 

Juliana Bezuidenhout was primarily in Australia as 

Executive Secretary of the Uganda Catholic Women's 

Bureau, but it was in her secondary role that we met her— 

a member of our world wide family of guiding. She had 

previously held the position of Chief Commissioner of 

Guides in Uganda 

for nine years. Her 

current job entails 

much travelling round 

the world. Wherever 

she goes, she always 

lets people know about 

her guiding background 

—and doors magically 

open for her. 

She started by telling 

us about BP's grave in Kenya, how it was never covered in 

concrete, or sealed in any way. Curiously, nobody ever 

questioned why. When lady BP died 36 years later, her ashes 

were put in an urn and sent to Kenya. The urn was sent to 

BP's grave, and our two 

leaders, who were together 

in life, came together at 

last once more. 

The guiding sections in Uganda are similar to ours, with 

Brownies aged 7-10, Guides 10-14 and Rangers over 14. Girls 

who turn to teacher training become cadets. Most of the Guide 

Leaders are teachers. Guiding takes place at school, and 

special times are set aside for the Units to meet. 

Juliana told us how there had been a lot of political turmoil 

in her country. Despite the troubles, guiding still flourished. At 

one time, women's organisations were banned. Juliana as a 

guiding member, discussed the situation with the authorities, 

explaining that guiding is for the youth of the country and the 

women were there solely to help the children—but it wasn't a 

women's organisation. This explanation was accepted and 

they were allowed to continue. 

The status of women in Uganda is improving and their 

education is now given more emphasis. 

UGANDA'S PEOPLE AND THEIR CULTURES ARE SO 

DIVERSE THAT ONE 	WONDERS WHERE TO BEGIN. 

THERE ARE OVER 36 ETHNIC GROUPS, EACH WITH ITS 

OWN LANGUAGE, MUSIC, CUSTOMS AND 

TRADITIONS. THE LADY PICTURED ON THE NEXT 

PAGE IS VERY PROUD OF HER RICH ARTISTIC CULTURE 

WHICH IS FURTHER 	ENRICHED THROUGH MUSIC, ART, 

DANCE AND DRAMA, 



Bright glowies for evening fetes, carnivals, discos, concerts, cracker nights and barbeques. 
A safe alternative to candles. Last for hours. 

Glowing Iightsticks, lightropes, bracelets, frisbees, balls and much more. 

CALL NOW FOR OUR FREE BROCHURE! 
EVERYTHING GLOWS PTY LTD 

fformerlv Fink International Ptv Ltd) 

Phone: (03) 9589 4300 Fax: (03) 9589 4322 
Mobile: 0414 78 1933 

Women have a greater opportunity for political and 

community involvement. There are women in many 

professional areas, including the legal profession where 

some lady judges preside. The country is divided into 

regions, and each region must nominate at least one 

female political candidate. 

Juliana was a member of the Women's Conference in 

Beijing last year. Needless to say that while she was there, 

she actively promoted guiding. She noted that she always 

feels at home with guiding people. Wherever she goes, 

non-guiding people tend to be reserved, whereas Guides 

always seem relaxed and friendly. This relaxed 

atmosphere was evident when we all formed a circle and 

were taught two new action songs to take back to our units. 

Finally we were shown the national flag of Uganda and it's 

meaning was explained, and we had a 

demonstration of how to put on the 

Ugandan national dress. 

It was a very pleasant, relaxed, 

informative afternoon. Everyone who 

attended appreciated the opportunity 

to meet Juliana and discover more 

about her country, and to share the 

true international spirit of guiding. 

- Lynda Hurford 

New South Wales 

BP EMBLEM FOR SIX FRIENDS 
South Kingborough Guides celebrated recently when 

six girls from their Guide Unit were awarded their BP 

Emblem. 

This Award is the highest attainable in the 10-15 year age 

group. Although a couple of the Guides finished their emblem 

earlier this year, it was their wish to have them presented 

together. 

It was clear as the evening progressed that each girl had 

achieved their personal best as individuals, but the bond of 

friendship which had no doubt developed in striving for their 

goal was very strong between them all. 

Guide leader, Mrs Phyll Norton, who was recognised for 25 

years of service to Guiding, told the group of relatives and 

friends present it was indeed a first for her to have six girls 

presented with their BP Award. 

In most cases, this is the culmination of three to four years' 

continual commitment in many varied areas of Guiding. 

The BP Award is very well respected by future prospective 

employers, and it is undoubtedly an added bonus to have 

the certificate as part of one's resume. Employers consider the 

commitment to set tasks, community service and leadership 

skills to be among the strong qualities which guiding provides 

to its members. 

Mrs Karen Garlick, Assistant Leader, was presented with 

her 10 years long service award. Many would remember Karen 

as a former teacher at Huonville Primary School. 

The BP Guides are keen to pursue their Guiding and are 

looking forward to extending themselves further with the new 

Guide program emphasising adventure and fun in the great 

outdoors and exciting international connections. 

GLOWIES 
Fabulous Fundraising after dark! 
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T hree days and two nights as crew on board a 16.2 

metre brig may not be everyone's idea of heaven, but 

for 8 girls and two leaders from Far North Coast 

Region of NSW it comes pretty close. For three of us, 

this would be our second training voyage on the "Lady 

Nelson". 

After two weeks of unrelenting (and much-needed) rain, the 

Friday on which W  set sail was clear and sunny with a good 

breeze. We sailed out to sea and spent the day familiarising 

ourselves with the bewildering array of ropes layed along the fife 

rail and the sails to which the other ends were attached. As the 

day progressed the breeze picked up. The sea became distinctly 

'lumpy' and a few stomachs began to feel queasy. But relief 

was at hand. In the late afternoon we crossed the bar again and 

anchored in protected waters. Some of us went ashore in 

a rubber ducky to an island. Rowing this hard-to-manoeuvre 

craft was frustrating and exhausting. We found the best way to 

make progress was to paddle it like a canoe! In the evening we 

came back to port so that a small electrical fault could be 

repaired the next morning. 

The electrician arrived bright and early and we were quickly 

on our way out to sea again. The breeze was not quite so strong 

and the sailing was very pleasant. 

We were kept busy trimming sails, cooking meals and 

cleaning up, learning knots and how to 'make up the lines' 

(nothing to do with ad libbing!), learning to steer the ship and 

catching up on sleep. We watched the start of a race to Byron 

Bay and back and waved to the yachts as they overtook us. 

The captain decided we'd stay out at sea and sail through the 

night. Steering by compass in the dark was a new experience for 

all of us. Throughout the voyage we were divided 

into three watches and stood two four-hour 

watches per day. Each of us had the opportunity 

to steer the ship for an hour during our watches. 

We were sailing along at a comfortable pace in 

the 8 to midnight watch, admiring the sight of the 

coastal lights, when the wind picked up to 20 to 

30 knots an hour. A couple of yachts in the Byron 

Bay race sped past as if we were standing still. If 

we'd kept sailing with all our square sails up we'd 

quickly have sailed too far to get back the next 

day, so the main square sail was backed and the 

others furled and we rode that way till morning. 

Lookouts were very important, peering into the 

blackness to warn of approaching vessels and 

trying to keep warm and awake. It was freezing 

on watch and hot and stuffy below decks, but 
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A huge group of dolphins swam over to the 
ship and played around us, surfing the waves and 
diving under the ship and resurfacing on the other side" 

those who slept on the deck were cosy in their sleeping bags. 

In the morning the sails were set again and off we went. A 

huge group of dolphins swam over to the ship and played 
around us, surfing the waves and diving under the ship and 

surfacing on the other side. They stayed with us for a while then 

resumed their original route while we went back to learning 

about navigation, perfecting our steering, trimming the sails and 
trying some new knots. 

The "Lady Nelson" is a full size replica of the original ship 
built in 1798 in England, with the addition of all the most modern 

safety and navigational aids (along with showers and flush loos, 
of course). The first "Lady Nelson" carved an important niche for 
herself in Australian maritime history during 25 years of 

pioneering and survey voyages. One of these voyages, during 

which she damaged herself on the Great Barrier Reef, came 
into my mind as we touched a sandbank on the way into port! 
The approved method of getting off again is to rock the ship by 
having everyone on board run from one side to the other. This 
we did with a great deal of hilarity! 

ow you might think that certain foods would be out of 

the question when sea-sickness was a distinct 

possibility, but surprisingly a full stomach is better than 

an empty one. We ate well; eggs and bacon and eggs and 
sausages for breakfasts, beef stir-fry with rice and pasta with 

bolognaise sauce for dinners, and huge sandwiches full of meat, 
cheese and salad for lunches. All prepared from scratch (none 

of those bottled sauces!) In a tiny galley, with the ship tossing 
about on the high seas! 

Back in port out came the brooms and the water hose, the 
Brasso and polishing cloths and the ship was cleaned and all 

sails furled and secured. Our trip had come to an end all too 

soon. 

Throughout the entire voyage the 

captain and his crew were wonderful, 

sharing knowledge and helping us to 

learn as much as possible in a happy 

and exciting environment. They were 

also full of praise for the group and 

attributed to guiding training and 

willingness to work hard, cheerfully 

and in teams. As LIC I have to agree 

and to say that I was very proud of 

the way the group worked. Everyone 

had a memorable experience and 

lots of fun and we're keen to repeat it 

as soon as we can. 

Helen Hargreaves 

ti 



A PROJECT 2000 AGM 

1. Contact everyone who has been involved in guiding in 

your area since guiding started—this should result in an 

increase in attendance. 

2000 
Why not hold a local district reunion of ex-Leaders, Commissioners, local association/support group 

members, and trefoil members? Sandringham District (Victoria) hold a yearly luncheon for an interested 

group of ladies who worked together over the years for guiding. A date is set and invitations are sent 

out to confirm date and to remind everyone to bring a plate to share. I was invited to speak on Project 

2000 at their last luncheon and another date is now being planned to fill out nomination forms of worthy 

locals. If anyone would like more details, please call me on (03) 9598 7853, 
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AND WHAT HAPPENED ON THE DAY? 

To introduce each other, each lady spoke briefly about herself, 

her role in guiding and outside interests and work. There was 

a great deal of discussion such as " I was a Guide when ... 

Was the Leader'', "You came in when I was Patrol Leader", 

"I was the Leader of 5ths but who was the Commissioner?" 

"Remember when we went camping and ... happened?" 

Here were a group of ladies remembering the history of 

their area. Talking about the personalities who had influenced 

them and the local community. These women will be able to 

research and nominate many women in their community who 

deserve to have their achievements recognised. 

WILL YOU DO THE SAME FOR YOUR 

1111  DISTRICT? 

Here are some ideas to get you started. 

• Go back through old minute books and make a list of names. 

• Ask current and past Leaders for names. 

• Put a notice on community notice boards, in local school/ 

church/organisation newsletters advertising your lunch date 

and asking ex-members to attend. 

• Talk to people locally about Project 2000 and ask for names 

of those who were involved in guiding. 

• Put a notice about Project 2000 in local newspapers and/or 

newsletters. 

• Take nomination forms to the lunch. Acknowledge the 

achievements of those attending and publicly nominate them. 

• Hand them a form and ask them to complete it as soon as 

they can. Follow up to ensure it has been filled in and returned.  

" My guiding training helped me become a better mother 

and a proud and joyous grandmother, building for the future/ 9  

said Margaret Moreton Lake Bolac Vic. 

This unsung hero raised seven children, worked a 

Corridale sheep farm, taught primary school, was an active 

member of the Red Cross, Blind Association, Elder in the 

Uniting Church, received the Lions Club Award as Citizen of 

the Year and was actively involved in guiding. 

Her responsibilities included those of Guide Leader, 

Commissioner, Region Commissioner, BP coordinator, Region 

Outdoor Co-ordinator, training Co-ordinator Region Training 

Tea. She also held a camp licence, enabling hundreds of 

relatively isolated rural girls to experience the joy of camping 

and the outdoors. She has fond memories of guiding including 

camping on the wrong side of a creek when the flood came 

down and crossing on the branches of trees on opposite sides 

to get to a phone! 

How many women in your local community have been the 

tireless workers, the doers who always volunteered, who are 

always there quietly working to keep the community viable? 

These women need to have their contribution to the history 

of Australia recorded. Project 2000 will ensure this recognition 

is given to the local heroes. 

HOW ABOUT THE ANNUAL DISTRICT 

MEETING? 

What can we do this year? We can't repeat the same old 

thing, the turnout is getting worse each year. GiA Project 

2000 page might have just the idea you need. 

DISCOVER YOUR UNSUNG HEROES 

" I wish you well with Project 2000 and I am flattered that 

my Region Commissioner thought I should fill in a form". 
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2. Use the local newsletters—school, church, community 
notice board, local newspaper, to spread the word of the AGM 
and asking all ex members, families of deceased members etc 
to attend. 

3. Choose some who really achieved things locally. The few 
who fought to get the hall built; the group who always ran those 
wonderful camps; the ones who organised the 1984 rally; the 
Brownie Revels in 1945. The great and the not so great events! 

4. Retro Guiding!—Ask them to write a short script (5-10 
minutes long) for each group to dress up in appropriate clothes 
for the era (if they are still available) to present the local history 
of Guiding to the current members of your guiding community. 
Make it interesting, informative and amusing and finish with an 
item on how guiding is looking to the future. 

5. Don't forget to include a short item on Project 2000 in 
your program and have nomination forms available at the 
AGM. In fact, honour some of your local women by asking 
them to step forward to be nominated and be given the form to 
complete. The same with deceased members—honour them 
by publicly asking the family to complete a form. Make sure 
that no one is forgotten or feels hurt 	  
by being ignored and undervalued. 

PERHAPS SOME-
THING LIKE THIS! 

The item begins with a group of 

3 to 5 women and a man standing 

or sitting around with copies of GiA 
and any Project 2000 material you 

have. 

" Look what they've sent us 

now. All this Project 2000 stuff". 

66  But what is it?". 

"THEY want us to find our local 
unsung heroes—the women who 

have been involved in or influenced 

by what they experienced in 
guiding and who have achieved 
great things in the local or wider 

community”. 

" What's this?". 

" It's a Project 2000 nomination 
form. Why don't you take one and 

fill it in, Joan?". 

" Who, me? What have I done?”. 

" I bet if we give one to any man he would just take it and 
start filling it in straight away without question. Here, Bill what, 
about this". 

66 1'11 fill it in. I've done this". 

66  But you can't, Bill. This is to record Australian women's 
achievements through their involvment in guiding95. 

66  Who can we nominate then? We must have some local 
women who have achieved. What about Jill Smith? She was a 
Brownie and a Guide then went on to the Olympics”. 

" What about ... she became the famous pop singer. What 
about ... she was a councillor and mayor; what about ... she 
helped run every organisation in the area... [and so on and so 
on—maybe a dozen names]99. 

"This list is endless. We had better start writing down 
some names". 

" Why not photocopy the nomination form and give it to 
these women? Can you make sure everyone on the list gets a 
form and tick them off when the reply?". 

" Or should we give them out and ask for them to be back 
by a certain date, then send them all in together? That way we'd 
know whose we have back and who we still have to chase up". 

" We also need to make sure that additional information is 
submitted; you know, the stories that make it much more 
interesting to everyone. What if we forget someone important. 

How will they or the family feel being 

forgotten”? 

WHAT WILL 
HAPPEN TO THIS 
INFORMATION ? 

The final format of Project 2000 is 

yet to be finalised. It will depend on 
the information submitted with the 

nomination forms. It might be a 

book, on CD, on the Internet, but 
something will be launched on 

World Guide Thinking Day 22nd 

February 2000. Why is it called 
Project 2000? The name was 

chosen because the original idea 
was to honour 2000 women who 

have been influenced by guiding. 
How many women have been in 

guiding in Australia since 1910? 

Guides Australia have done a count 

and discovered tha the figure is over 
one million. I think we had better 

start tonight at this meeting. Let's 
nominate ... 
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Based in the Port Philip Bay area of Melbourne, Dolphin Discovery Tours take 

people to where the dolphins are - off the coast outside the historic seaside 

town of Sorrento. Ringwood Bluebell Guides recently took one of these voyages 

of discovery. Here, the girls from the unit tell us what they saw . . 

snack we went downstairs, where it 

was warm and cosy. We couldn't 

stay down for too long, though. We 

spotted some birds. Okay. heaps of 

them. Then we were meant to have 

lunch. We had almost given up 

looking for dolphins when we saw 

one dolphin all alone. He only came 

up once though, because dolphins 

are only confident in groups, and 

shy alone. 

	

Some were huge, but 
	

That was all though, until the best part. Suddenly more 

	

some were only babies. I liked the babies best. After having a 
	

dolphins started popping up, until there were about a dozen of 

li 	n 25th January 1997, 

4th Ringwood Bluebell 

Guides went on a yacht 

in Sorrento to see the dolphins. 

Michelle and I left home about 

8:00 to pick up Stephanie and go. 

We had to be at the beach at 

9:30, but we only got on the 

yacht at 10:15. The weather 

that morning was nice. I really 

enjoyed the tour. First we saw 

some seals. They were really cute. 



them. And ... they came up to the boat. Soon we had 

them on the sides and under us. It was beautiful. 

They stayed with us for a few minutes, then left, and 

soon came back again! We answered a survey, and 

headed back to the pier. 

Halfway home, I actually fell asleep! 

THE END." 

- Lauren Henley 

Dolphin Trip 
"Last Saturday the Ringwood Bluebells went on a 

boat trip to see the dolphins. When I was on the boat 

I saw some seals. I took some photos of the seals. It 

took two hours to find the dophins. Finally the 

dolphins came beside the boat. 

When we got back to the pier we got off the boat 

and walked back to the car. When I got home I was 

dizzy for a few hours. I felt like I was still on the boat!" 

- Stephanie Leanne Gray 

"Suddenly more 

dolphins 

started popping 

up, until there 

were about a 

dozen of them. 

And ... they 

came up to the 

boat. Soon we 

had them on 

the sides and 

under us. It 

was beautiful" 
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..................._............„ ,  
at Scrrie-nto-  

On Saturday the 25/1/97, we went down to 

Sorrento. At Sorrento we went on a boat called 

`Looking Good'. First we saw the seals. Some 

were swimming around and some were 

sunbaking on a broken pile of concrete and 

wood called Chinaman's hat! A bit later on we 

came to a place called Pope's Eye and there were lots of gannets living there. 

When we were almost at the pier someone saw a dolphin. So we turned the boat 

around and then we saw around about 12 dolphins. They were great. They went 

right up close to the boat. It was fantastic. When we got off the boat my Dad 

and I and some other people stayed at the beach and had a picnic. Then my friend 

and I had a swim. On the way home my friend 

and her Mum and me and my Dad had an 

ice-cream. After that my friend and I slept for 

an hour. 

THE END 

..:xv,w,,, :waxmxxxxxxzwz-z,,,,xzxxxvx*. 

OVER PAGE: adopting 
a dolphin through the Port 
Philip Bay Dolphin program 



DOLPHIN, 
INSTITUTE. 1,/C 

PO Box 1245, Frankston 
Victoria Australia 3199 
Ph: 1800 631 802 

Email: dolresin@iaccess.com.au  
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Ringwood Bluebell Guides 

first decided they wanted to 

see the dolphins after they 

spotted an ad on a tray mat in 

a McDonald's Restaurant. 

The tray mat gave some brief information about dolphins and 

told of a scheme sponsored by McDonalds whereby groups 

or individuals could 'adopt a dolphin'. The Bluebells liked the 

idea of 'adopting' one of these beautiful creatures, and 

expressed a desire to see them. 

They contacted Dolphin Discovery Tours to find out prices, 

times and locations, then organised some fundraisers to offset 

the cost. Particularly successful and enjoyable was a luncheon 

for family and friends, at which the Unit handled everything 

from venue and invitations to table decorations and menu. 

As it turned out, the tour 

company was affiliated 

with a CSIRO accredited 

research body called the 

Dolphin Research Institute, formed to ensure the well-being of 

dolphins and their habitat. Their efforts are largely focussed on 

the population of dolphins local to Port Philip Bay. The Institute 

is responsible for (among other things) the Adopt-A-Dolphin 

program. The projects they instigate aim to involve community, 

business and government in a strategy to ensure the dolphins 

can remain in Port Philip Bay despite its heavy use by humans. 

The Dolphins of Port Philip Bay 
There are over thirty different species of dolphins inhabiting 

the world's seas and oceans. As a species they have bonded 

with humans to a remarkable extent. They exhibit a natural 

friendliness towards us, which has been enjoyed by many at 

places like Monkey Mia in Western Australia. Dolphins were 

in fact revered by the ancient Greeks, and by the Australian 

Aboriginals. They have saved many human lives. They have 

also co-operated with us by herding fish into fishing nets. 

The Bunuroung tribe fished cooperatively with the dolphins of 

Port Philip Bay off Point 

Nepean National Park 

before European settlement. 

Today the dolphins can 

often be seen tossing fish 

onto the shore in this area. 

Dolphins have a larger 

brain than humans and are 

highly intelligent. They have 

a mischievous sense of 

fun, are curious and form 

deep relationships with  

family members (for example, dolphin births are attended by 

the infant's aunt, who then stays around as a 'nanny' to help 

raise the child). They have an appreciation of music and have 

definite musical preferences. 

The dolphins in Port Philip Bay are almost all Bottlenose 

Dolphins. The work of the Research Institute has concentrated 

on collecting population information and analysing behaviour 

of these animals. Using a database of sightings and photos 

along with specially developed digital analysis techniques, 

over sixty individual members of the population have been 

identified and their behaviour observed. The annual 'Dolphin 

Watch' program gives members of the public a chance to help 

this research by sending in their sightings of dolphins. 

Yet, despite all of this, many questions remain about the 

Port Philip Bay dolphins. What exactly do they eat? What are 

their habitat needs? How many are there? What is their social 

structure? How do pollutants affect them? We still do not know. 

Moreover, the urgency of finding out increases all the time due 

to the threats (both actual and potential) that dolphins face. 

These include hunting, fishing operations in which they are 

'incidental catches', strandings (a still unexplained phenomenon 

common to most whale species, requiring a lot more 

research), toxic contamination of the world's waterways, other 

forms of habitat degradation (like sewage run-off) and the 

disturbing of breeding grounds by speedboats and jetskis. 

There is also a question mark hanging over the long-term 

impact of eco-tourism, which has grown tremendously. 

„443LLN, Adopt-A-Dolphin 

How Can you Help? 

The 'adopt a dolphin' program is open to anyone in the 

community, the public sector or the corporate sector. You could 

join as an individual, get those at your work to put in, or have 

your Unit become a supporter. To do so costs $40 a year. You 

will receive a personalised colour adoption certificate with a 

picture of your adopted dolphin. You will also receive our 

quarterly newsletter 'Delphinus' which will keep you updated 

on various activities within the Institute, including regular 

research updates. Any group around Australia can join, though 

the program may be of particular interest to those operating in 

and around Melbourne who will have continued and regular 

access to the bay area. For more details, see below: 

DOLPHIN 
war 

INSTITUTE, 



k
MORE NEWS ABOUT 

• • 

onindene 
Australian Youth Event 

Koninderie Australian Youth Gathering will be held at Stanvvell Tops, NSW, from 

31 December 1997 to 9 January 1998. It is for girls aged 14-30 and leaders of 

this age-group. It will be a revolutionary, legendary, unbelievably, sensationally, 

amazingly ultimate time! 

As part of the endless list of activities on offer at koninderie, all participants may choose 

from a list of 28 four day expeditions. Below are just a few examples of the expeditions 

we will be offering: 
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Flying High 
Ever had the urge to fly? Now's the chance! 

You can try a powered flight, glide with 

only the sound of the wind in your ears and 

have a trial instructional flight. That's right—

you get to fly the plane! This expedition 

could open up a whole new world of 

opportunities for you. 

Crawl, Walk & Explore 
Wanna get dirty? Then exploring the Wee 

Jasper caves is for you. Make like an ant 

and explore the mystery of underground 

life. Novice or expert, this activity is for 

you—as long as you can crawl! 

Sydney Discovery 
See the wonderful sights of the Olympic 

city. Visit Taronga Zoo, Manly or even an art 

gallery. You could get back to nature and 

explore the hidden treasures of Sydney in 

some of our wonderful National Parks. And  

hey, while you're out and about you might 

even be able to fit in some shopping! 

Beyond the Blue 
What makes the Blue 

Who are the Three Sisters? Who was 

Norman Lindsay and what was his home 

like? Find the answers to these questions 

and more on this expedition. Heaps of art 

and craft shops and tons of natural 

wonders. Find out why the mountains are 

one of NSW's greatest tourist attractions. 

Surf & Bush 
If you are ready for a holiday—with some 

simple relaxation—then you'll really enjoy 

four days' swimming, fishing and surfing 

at Ulladulla. And if that's not enough, you 

can climb Pigeon House Mountain, have 

a game of golf, visit the open air theatre 

or simply read and rest! 

Fill out your application form and send it back AS SOON AS POSSIBLE with your deposit 

of $200. Remember: allocation of expeditions will be according to the order in which 

applications are received, so the earlier you apply the better your chances. 

If you want to know more, contact your state youth adviser, or phone our very friendly 

secretary Sue Conde on (02) 9449 2107 

Keep watching for more information about koninderie!!! 
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Birthdays are always special times! In 1997 Foxlease—a 

magnificent Georgian manor house near Lyndhurst in 

Hampshire—will have been part of guiding for 75 years. In 

fact the house has a fascinating history, having originally been 

built for the King's Forest keepers over 400 years ago. 

Set in 65 acres of parkland, Foxlease was guiding's first 

house. The New Forest', in which Foxlease is located, was 

originally planted by William the Conqueror and covers 145 

square miles. Consisting mostly of heath and forest land and 

populated with majestic oak trees, it was a popular hunting 

ground of the Norman Kings. 

Part of the old Tudor keeper's house, named Cox Leyes or 

Coxlease, still exists as part of the entrance hall. This in 

turn leads to the fascinating upstairs quiet rooms, with their 

beams and floorboards sloping in all directions. 

Downstairs is the breathtaking Scotland Room, its white 

walls picked out with lines of gold. One can imagine the stately 

ladies of the 1780's with their 'hoops and furbelows' making 

themselves at home in this beautiful room. 

It was 75 years ago this year that Foxlease's previous 

owner, the American educationalist Mrs Archbold Saunderson, 

offered her Manor as a wedding gift to H.R.H. Princess Mary, 

President of the Girl Guides Association. Princess Mary 

responded by giving a large portion of her wedding present  

money as 

well as the 

proceeds 

of her gifts 

exhibition to 
	

The Australia Room 
the Guides, 

to help with the expenses of maintaining such a large and 

gorgeous property. 

Gifts were received from all over the world for 

furnishings and furniture. Australia has maintained a room 

from these early days. The Australia Room is a large room with 

four berths, upstairs above the old entrance hall. It is in a prime 

position, looking over the sweeping drive and flagpoles. 

Foxlease is another of your guiding homes of today, where 

visitors from all countries are welcomed to star comfort! It 

exudes warmth, friendship and guiding history. To wander 

along its forest trails flanked by banks of rhododendrons, and 

on the soft green grass of the wooded campsites dotted 

throughout the acreage, is magic. 

Many events are being planned for this celebration year. 

Why not apply for one of these events, or plan to call in if you 

are in England? Foxlease is one of the special places in my 

travels; it could become one of your special places too. 

- Patsy Hughes, N.S.W 



The Joy of Cork 

theTRIALS 
Tribulations 

of Heathcote R.G.U. 

t the end of 1995, the Heathcote Ranger Guide Unit 

hit a hurdle. Our beloved Unit Leader, Miss Melanie 

Gratton, went to India and then went on to teach in 

Brazil. This left us with a problem. And a big one at that. 

Our District Leader, Pauline Kubat, came to the rescue. 

Pauline believed in us when no one else would (thank you 

Pauline). But we still had to find someone. At this time we had 

four Ranger Guides, but soon after that our chairperson finally 

turned 18 and said her goodbye to Rangers. When another 

one of our girls won an exchange to Sweden for six months, 

things began to look grim. To make the situation worse, none 

of the local Guides were on the verge of turning 14 and joining 

Rangers. But we had to carry on. 

Luckily, Mrs Marion Beatty came to take over from Pauline. 

After that we began to establish a routine which worked. At first 

if one girl couldn't make a meeting, the whole thing had to be 

called off. We found ourselves in this situation a few times 

before it was decided to rearrange our program. We would 

T
he only cork recycling scheme in Australia began in 

1990. During the late 1980s, corkwood—grown in 

and imported from Spain and Portugal—became 

quite scarce, and an escalation in price resulted. The idea of 

recycling came from the general manager of ACL Comcork, a 

company who at the time were importing cork to manufacture 

automotive gaskets. He decided that Comcork could provide a 

plant where the recycling could be done. His wife, a Guide 

Leader in Victoria, addressed the other main problem—how to 

get the corks to the plant. She felt Guides Australia might be 

able to set up a national program for the collection of corks. 

The Association approved 

her ideas, and the scheme 

was born. 

Each cork collected is 

taken to a Guide collection 

point or to an retail outlet of 

the Body Shop before being 

sorted and bagged by a 

volunteer team. The bags are 
then delivered to Comcork in Victoria with the assistance of 

Brambles Transport. 

When Comcork set out to purchase the equipment used to 

crush corks, they found that no such equipment existed. Yet 

rather than let that discourage him, Comcork's general manager 

literally invented a new machine from scratch which would do  

have one normal meeting each month, as well as organising 

and attending one special activity. This worked extremely well, 

since both Chantal and myself were doing our V.C.E. 

By this time we knew there were about three Guides that 

were due to turn 14 at the end of that current year. So Chantal 

and myself hung on. And guess what? We made it. At times it 

was difficult, but we held our Unit together. 

For our first meeting of this year there were four girls and a 

new assistant leader, but the best part was that there were 

another three girls who weren't able to make it! So far we have 

one person completing their Queen's Guide (that's me) and 

another who would like to challenge themselves to gain this 

award also. This just goes to prove that you don't need a lot of 

members to survive. Just hang in there; anything is possible. 

The point of this story (and, yes, there is one) is that things 

sometimes do turn around, going from a point where it seems 

impossible to succeed to a point where success is imminent. If 

you can hang in there and never ever give up, you will come 

back bigger and better than before. The best way to fail is to 

give up on yourself, so don't let that happen. If everyone else 

gives up on you, pay no attention—you know what you're 
capable of! 

- Sue-Maree Leask 
Heathcote Ranger Guide Unit. 
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CORKS 
the job. This machinery crushes the recycled corks into particles 

of 3mm in diameter. The particles are then incorporated into 

new products like horse-float mats for safe transport; non-slip 

mats used at supermarket checkouts, assembly lines and 

machine workshops and also as inners for cricket and hockey 

balls. The cork recycled by Comcork makes up almost 10% of 

Australia's total import volume. As a result, cork imports have 

fallen. The scheme has also helped stabilise and even reduce 

the cost of cork. While it now costs about 1.5 cents to import 

each wine cork, the cost of the same amount of recycled cork is 

less than 0.1 cents. 

Guides Australia collect 50 tonnes of cork, or 13,350,000 

individual corks, each year. In return they receive over $14,000. 

The money is used to develop Guide campsites and to buy 

tents and other equipment for outdoor activities. The money 

also assists in the development adult Leader training facilities. 

Guides Australia appreciates the contribution made by the 

members and staff of the Royal Canberra Golf Club to the 

recycling scheme. Every cork and every new collector makes 

a difference and, as a result, the number of corks recycled 

each year increases. Thank you everybody. 

- Margaret Rosenthal 
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FRESH FROM CYBERSPACE WITH TALES TO TELL 

ilielOcrpm,Aa 

In writing this article I posted a request to a 

guiding mailing list, and these are a few of the 

replies. The comments below will give you a hint 

of the exciting communication possibilities 

available to you and your girls on the Internet. 

y learn about the fantastic international guiding content on 

ou can introduce some ideas to your girls to help them 

the Web. But don't be surprised if they know more than 

you; many schools are providing internet access to students. 

And many Guide Units here and overseas are doing likewise. 

Helen Reid, a Leader of Guides 10 to 15 in Victoria, took 

her girls "websurfing" for the first time in 1996. "I sent a letter 

to the parents explaining that girls would be supervised at all 

times. I also invited them to join us to see what the Internet was 

(no-one took up my offer). I was a little worried some girls 

wouldn't be allowed to attend due to the hype surrounding the 

Net, but the parents told me they trusted my judgement," she 

said. 
Helen works at Box Hill TAFE College, who were happy to 

host the Guides for a net-based Unit meeting. Helen is an 

experienced net user, but she had her Assistant Leader and 

two members of the college computing staff on hand in 

case the girls ran into any technical difficulties. 

"We had 2 to 3 girls to a machine. It worked 

quite well. We taught them how to use Netscape 

and gave them each a list of Guide sites from 

around the world. We also looked up AFL sites and 

band sites," Helen said. "We got them connected to a 

chat line. It was then that I had an adult watching them all 

the time, just being careful about what they wrote. It went well, 
except when they 

told some poor 

American they had 

pet kangaroos and 

one had a pet 

koala. I made sure 

they didn't admit that 

they were Guides!" 

Pt. Danger Guides 

in Queensland also 0 
(1) recently spent one of their meetings on the Net. Their leader 

4-,  Sure Cokely pointed them to the Australian Guide site first. 

E "Then I needed to prompt them to look at others. I had a lot of 
0 

Lit other sites bookmarked and I also showed them how to use a  

hyperlink but sometimes I needed to step in with a 'How about 

we try ....". I think techno shyness and unfamiliarity with the Net 

has a lot to do with it. In the end they seemed to enjoy it," Sue 

said. 
Vicki Knight, Leader of Fern Forest Guides in Queensland, 

took her Unit of Guides aged 6 to 10 onto the Web. Her girls 

sent e-mail to some of Vicki's 

contacts, and visited many sites 	"BADEN-POWELL 
set up by other Units. But you 

don't need to have your own 

computer or be an Internet expert 

to have an Internet meeting. A 

Brownie unit in North Carolina 

went to their local University. 

Leader Laurie Schultz said the 

University had set up an opening 

screen specially for her Unit, with 

all kinds of Guiding and Scouting 

links. "He also put in some things 

such as Disney links that he 

thought they'd like." 

"The girls had fun, and the only problem was that they 

had to learn to wait for the computer to process things 

rather than getting impatient and repeatedly clicking 

the mouse. They locked up a few computers, but 

learned a lesson in patience," Laurie said. 

Heather Minol, Leader of Scullin Guides in 

Canberra, hasn't taken her Unit websurfing, but they 

have made many e-mail contacts as a result of 

Heather's online activities. "My daughters and I have made 

direct contact with many Guides and Scouts around the world 

through IRC and as a result we have exchanged e-mail and 

"snail mail" or swapped badges with many of them. Some of 

our contacts have developed into longer term friendships, both 

by e-mail and "snail mail". We have also responded to requests 

on various penpal pages and guestbooks (only choosing from 

guiding and scouting websites). One daughter in particular has 

enjoyed this, and corresponds with her friends via e-mail. She 

also has about 6 "traditional" Post Box links. 

"My Guides have made contact with other Guides and 

Scouts overseas as a result of requests received, or contacts 

made, during activities such as JOTA, JOTI, Thinking Day Chat 

and Thinking-Day e-mail Exchange, or as a result of requests 

sent to me by other Leaders that I have corresponded with. 

This Thinking Day we made cards and sent each one to a 

NEVER ENVISIONED 

E-PALS AND HOW 

UNIFIED GUIDING/ 

SCOUTING WOULD 

BECOME". 

- Wendy Baker, Canada 

(wbaker@redden.on.ca) 



come inside, we've gotta talk. 

different overseas Unit (initial contacts were 
made via the Internet). Our Unit program 
has definitely been enriched by this." And if 
you're concerned about the strictly adult 
information available on the net, this is how 
Helen Reid handled the topic: "One girl 
was looking up jokes and got into the "hot 
cat sex page". She saw it listed and she 
asked me about it. She was 14, so we talked about it and she 
said she would like a look. I made sure that there were no 
younger girls around and we had a look at the site together. 

When she saw the cartoon of a girl in a leather cat suit SHE  

decided it was not what she should 
be looking at and clicked out of it. 
We discussed how easy it was to 

find it and how this wasn't great for 
kids." Overall, the girls had a very 
enjoyable time online and learned 

a lot about the truly international 
'zine online 	nature of guiding. 
would like more information about guiding on the 

Internet, please contact me at Bookoola@ blueskynet.au, or 
via 'snail mail' at Guides Australia's National Office. 

- Sandra Kumscolf, Webmaster 
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The grassy foreshore was like an ants' nest as 
hundreds of Guides and Scouts busied themselves 
moving poles, drums, tubes and gear to chosen 

sites. Units had already started to assemble their rafts and 
there was a feeling of excitement in the air. The next three 
hours were critical to everyone! 

Teams had to build a raft without help from Leaders, who sat 
back and watched teamwork at its best. One team decided to 
use a combination of gimlet poles, plastic drums, rope, twine 
and old stockings to construct their raft. Another team had built 
a basic four drum raft. It looked a bit rickety but they were 
happy and keen to get it in the water. Armed with home-made 
paddles, they donned their PRD's and pushed off—beautiful! 

Another more imaginative team erected an impressive 
looking material sail on their raft using extra poles and lashing. 
Alas, the weight and extra poles meant that these rafters were 
lower in the water and things became pretty precarious. 

Meanwhile 11ann approached, by which time about 70 rafts 
of all shapes and sizes were bobbing about. It was a colourful 
sight and the rafters were a noisy bunch as they jostled each 
other in the water. Already, some had gone overboard. 

Suddenly the gong sounded and they were off! 
There were eight activities based at various points both 

up and down stream. Participation at each activity was worth a 
certain number of points and the winners of each section 
(plastic drums, metal drums, and tubes) were decided after 
points were tallied at the end of the day. 

Co-ordinating paddles wasn't top priority for one team and 
it wasn't long before they were overboard, deciding that 
swimming and pushing was easier than paddling. 

Meanwhile disaster had struck another team. One girl 
fell off, unbalanced the raft and amid shrieks of laughter the 
others all slowly fell in to the water as the raft just fell to pieces. 
Undaunted they came ashore, rebuilt their raft (minus the sail 
and extra rigging) and took off downstream at a great rate! 
They reached the first activity then made an executive decision 
to play around instead of proceeding. 

Exhausted rafters headed to shore for lunch and many 
post-mortems. 

It was agreed that it was a truly "wicked day." 

- Helen Doney 
Western Australia 

3EL 0 IC1 3EL Atilii\T 40 MK 
KENTHURST (ESTABLISHED 3 0 YEARS) 

Are you looking for something different for your weekend camp? 
Jackaroo Ranch offers: 
* More than 100 ha secluded bushland on Cattai Creek, suitable for hiking, nature study and abseiling. 
* Large in-ground swimming pool 
* Spacious village green type area for archery, ball games 

   

 

 

PLUS Bunkhouse accomodation for 60 visitors, Fifty well-mannered ponies to enable each guest to experience 
horseback riding in a safe and friendly environment. Tuition and helmets included. 

 

   

 

 

You cater or we do. 

 

 

   

 

JACKEROO RANCH: McClymonts Road, Kenthurst NSW 2156 Phone: (02) 654 9292, AH (02) 654 9057 
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I t appears guiding is becoming less popular among older 

girls these days, and those who do continue through 

Guides seem less likely to 'graduate' to become Rangers or 

young Leaders. Being a Guide isn't considered 'trendy' any 

more, and peer pressure does the rest. 

The Brownies' and Guides' ideals are changing. And, as 

one of the younger Brownie Guiders, I feel I am more in tune 

with the children and can relate to them. I see my lack of 

worldly experience as an advantage; I am not just 'another 

parent' to the children. 

In order to discover why the older girls are losing interest, 

I've been thinking about who guiding's customers are. In other 

words, I'm wondering who we are trying to please. 

Is it the Brownies and Guides themselves? Their aspirations 

are changing, but do we bother to find out how they feel? 

When I asked a group of Brownies for suggestions for Pack 

activities, the replies were varied: theatre, swimming, bowling, 

cinema, outings, making things ... compare these with the 

answers you would have received 10-15 years ago. Outings 

would have been popular, but not to the cinema or theatre. Then 

Brownies would have listed games, hikes and campfires. 

HOME AND 
AWAY 

What does the television show Home and Away have to do 

with Guides? Well, quite a lot if you're a member of the 1st 

Hobart Guide Unit. Our Guides had included a Home and 

Away night in their program and the content of the program 

remained a mystery to the Leaders until we arrived. 

Everyone (including the Leaders) came dressed as a 

character from the show. We watched an episode of Home 

and Away, played 'Pin the eyes on Isla' (just like pin the tail on 

the donkey—but we had to stick a pair of eyes on a poster of 

Isla Fisher). We also played 'Home and Away dominoes'. This 

included questions on the storyline and some really tricky 

What about journey work and badges? How many children 

today would choose to learn how to vacuum a carpet or the 

correct way to clean out a rabbit hutch? 

Perhaps we are trying to please the people who run guiding. 

It has always been seen as a traditional pastime, but are we 

keeping traditional values at the expense of being pro-active? 

Women who have been through the movement may revel in 

recalling doing certain things at Brownies. But, at the risk of 

upsetting the status quo, should the subs money be spent on 

outings, using the meeting time as a more leisurely get-

together for play, listening to music, reading? 

Or are we trying to please the parents, who may be relying 

on guiding to instil moral values into their children? Maybe they 

just view Brownies/Guides as a safe haven for their children 

one evening a week? 

I believe we are catering for a mixture of these groups of 

people—it is society as a whole that we are trying to please. In 

which case, shouldn't we, as an organisation, respond to 

demands made by the children of today and loosen up on the 

reins of tradition as the girls grow older? The younger girls 

would then continue to learn the traditional approach at 

Brownies—at the age where this type of learning is most 

useful—and the older girls could be introduced to modern 

issues and have more of a choice over their activities. This 

would make Guides more popular without sacrificing the 

traditional guiding teaching that the younger girls require. 

Of course, this is a complex guiding issue, but I hope the 

points raised here will be a springboard for further discussions. 

- Reprinted from 'Guiding' Magazine, UK 

questions about the actors themselves. 

We also played 'Home and Away Pictionary', where we had 

to draw pictures from three categories: a Home and Away 

character, a place, such as the beach or diner; something that 

belonged to one of the characters. All of this was planned and 

prepared by one Guide for the Unit to participate in, and it was 

an excellent night! 

And if you think a program based on 'Home and Away' 

is inappropriate, think again—the conversations that you 

can have with your Guides about social issues that arise from 

the plot of a show like Home and Away may have many long-

term benefits. 

- Melinda Neal, Tasmania 

WHO ARE GUIDING'S 

CUSTOMERS, 
ARE WE BEING AND 

FIELD BACK BY 

TRADITION? 
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PrHANK_STO THE 

ROYAL WOMEN' S 
HOSPITAL 

STEPHANIE WELLER AT 5 MONTHS WITH 
DELIGHTED PARENTS, CHRISTINE AND 

STEPHEN. Photo: Val Ridgwell. 

Wow! What a month I have just survived-200 requests in 

two days. I am just climbing out from under a mountain of 
paperwork. 

A huge bravo to the Leaders in NSW who promoted Post 
Box at the Way to Go B-P' Patrol Leaders' camps held at 
Glengarry, Tara and Wagga Wagga. It was wonderful to 
receive so many requests for international pen pals and to link 
most of those requests immediately. 

When we Leaders tell the girls about Post Box, the results 
are amazing. After every event attended by Post Box or State 

International Committee members there have been lots of 
requests for pen pals. Why not include something about Post 
Box the next time you have a camp or unit program with an 
international theme? There are still Guides out there who don't 

know that links are possible with Guides in many overseas 
countries. Make up your mind to do something about it today! 

Leaders working with Guides nine years of age or 
younger—did you know that interstate links are possible for 
these Guides? Mrs. Bev Madden, the Assistant Australian Post 
Box Secretary, looks forward to receiving interstate requests 
via your state Post Box Secretary, care of your own state office. 

- Pat James, 

Australian Post Box Secretary 
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I w 	to share with you our family's recent experience 

	

at the 	al Women's Hospital. 

My d tighter, Christine, was admitted suffering problems in 

the sixth month of her pregnancy. After nine days her daughter 

Stephar4e was born, weighing only 966 gms (21b.2oz). My 

.\'( daught rwas rushed off to intensive care as soon as 

Stephanie was born, but by the time Christine had returned to 

her ward there was a picture of her new daughter waiting for 

her on the bedside table—what a great exercise in public 

relations. 

Stephanie spent a month in the Special Care Unit, before 

being transferred to Box Hill Hospital Special Care Unit for 

five weeks. 

My daughter Christine received excellent care at the Royal 

Women's Hospital both before and after the birth—the doctors  

and nurses in the ICU and SCU were just incredible. Their 

willingness to explain what all the tubes and monitors were for 

and why they were needed was much appreciated. 

The equipment used to monitor small and sick babies is 

mind-boggling and very expensive. From first hand experience 

I now appreciate very much the fundraising done by Guides for 

the Royal Women's Hospital. 

Stephanie is now at home with her mum and dad and she 

is doing well. Thanks again to the wonderful staff at the Royal 

Women's Hospital. 

- Val Ridgwell 

Nunawading Region Outdoor Activities Panel 

Victoria 
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YOUR MOVE and Guides 
Australia gives you and 
your unit the chance to 
save lives, raise funds and 
win fabulous prizes! 

If you haven't 
already received a YOUR 
MOVE info pack, or you'd 
like some more tally sheets 
or 	posters—contact 
Catherine Milne at National 

Office on 

(02) 9319 7206 

SAVE LIVES**** WIN PRIZES****RAISE FUNDS**** 

YOUR MOVE   
n Emergency Life Saving Adventure 

YOUR MOVE is a unique Emergency Life Saving 
Adventure Video which will teach both you and your family 
the basics of Emergency Life Support. You will be 
entertained, motivated and taught some simple skills that 
may help you save a loved one's life. 

"When it comes to the possibility of being able to save the 
life of a family member, a friend or a total stranger—we 
should all be prepared. 

I very strongly support the education of all 
Australians to that end—it's Your Move." 
The Hon. John Howard 
Prime Minister 

ANT MORE 
LOOK WHAT 
YOU CAN 

THE TOP 
SELLING GUID 

IN AUSTRALIA 

receives an education bursary 

worth $1 500  AND  a Malvern Star 

bike  AND  a free first aid training course 
for your whole family. 

THE TOP SELLING AUSTRALIAN 
GUIDE UNIT receives a prize worth 

$2,500 
THE TOP SELLING 

GUIDE IN THE STATE 
receives a prize worth 

$500 

Nit 
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