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LEADING THE WAY 

ach of the ten previous 

Chief Commissioners 

has brought her dreams, 

special experiences and 

skills to this important 

role. One of Janette's 

special achievements has been to 

raise the profile of guiding in the 

wider community, particularly in 

the business sector. She has 

missed no opportunity to promote 

guiding wherever she has been or 

whomever she has been talking 

to. Janette has also ensured that 

`we' are a voice to be listened to 

on issues affecting girls and 

women. Her involvement in the 

Beijing Conference highlighted 

her commitment to advancing 

the cause of girls and women in 

guiding. Her encouragement of 

young women has given many of 

them the opportunity to be heard 

and to take an active role both in 

Australia and overseas. 

There have been many changes 

in guiding in the past few years and 

I imagine there will be many 

more in the future. The important 

things remain, however—a 

commitment to the core values, a 

sense of belonging (to a small 

group as well as to a worldwide 

sisterhood) and the belief that our 

service and friendship have value 

to those around us. 

Guiding has given us many 

challenges and opportunities—

and this is certainly an enormous 

challenge. It is comforting, though, 

to know that one is not alone—we 

are all working together with a 

common purpose and the belief 

that we can make a positive 

difference. Five years stretches a 

long way ahead but I am looking 

forward to my term with enthus-

iasm and excitement (though also 

with just a little anxiety). I hope to 

meet many of you during this 

time. I will welcome your thoughts 

and hopes about the future of 

guiding at any time; you can write, 

fax or email me if there is anything 

you would like to share. 

It is always sad to say goodbye 

to a treasured friend, but I am 

sure Janette will continue her 

involvement with guiding and many 

of us will see her again at future 

guiding events. 

Farewell, Janette, and thank you 

from all of us for your commitment, 

enthusiasm and determination. 

Guides and Leaders from around 

Australia have benefitted from 

your leadership; many of them 

have enjoyed meeting you at 

Australian and local events. Our 

very best wishes for your future 

challenges, your good health and 

happiness in the years ahead. 

Mandy Macky  
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weekend of the 

 

    

ANCONDL" _rk women 
95 Leaders gathered in 

Tasmania to take some 

'time-out' and rejuvenate their 

enthusiasm for the new 

Australian Guide Program 	 

STORY: Di Vernon-Reade 

PICS: Jan Allen 

1  he butterfly, a symbol of growth through change, was 

chosen as the symbol of the 1997 Tasmanian Leader 

Event. The butterfly symbol was chosen as a means of 

recognising the pressures faced by Leaders adapting to the 

Australian Guide Program. 

It was felt that it was important to give Leaders a time-out 

weekend, to revive flagging spirits and to rejuvenate 

enthusiasm for guiding. It was also felt that for Leaders to fully 

appreciate the implications of the Australian Guide Program, 

they should experience for themselves, the difference in a 

program based on personal growth, self-choice, decision-

making and girl ownership. 

The program was based on a wide game with a space 

theme that was brilliantly conceived by State Outdoors Adviser 

and Liaison, Kathy Cane and Jan Bonde. It involved a wide 

range of space preparation workshops focussing on self 

development and personal growth of leaders. (Many of the 

activities had titles that intrigued the leaders, eg. Making 

Friends With Your Hips. Here they challenged themselves to 

turn up to activities without 

knowing what they were in for!) 

Senator Jocelyn Newman 

spoke about the role of women in 

the community to open the event, 

acknowledging the valuable 

contribution of volunteer women. 

This was followed by a session 

on the role of women in Australia  

and the challenge by a representative of the United Nations for 

participants to explore their potential as Wonder Women. The 

event culminated in the presentation of competencies by crews 

and the launching of space rockets for Utopia. 

A significant aspect of involvement in a program that 

reflected the Australian Guide Program resulted in substantial 

personal growth for many participants. There were 95 

participants and state guiding personnel involved in the event, 

with a high level of enthusiasm and commitment to the 

weekend's activities. A humorous, effective and much-

appreciated form of communication during the weekend were 

the news 'briefs' that were hung out on a line for participants to 

check information and obtain regular updates. 

The committee for this year's event was small with just a 

core of members who delegated specific tasks—equipment, 

ceremony, catering etc—as needed. The delegation of main 

committee functions worked quite well as it widened the role of 

the committee and meant fewer face to face meetings. 

Attention to communication and cohesion of information in this 

style of organisation for an event 

must be a priority. 

After such a successful 

Weekend of Wonder Women at 

the Tasmanian Leader Event, 

Leaders showed a resounding 

enthusiasm to have this style of 

event regularly included in the 

guiding calendar. 
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Confectionery 
Direct Pty Ltd 

••• • 

FUNDRAISING 
MADE EASY 

Dear Fundraiser, 

Let me introduce you to our Fundraising Program. As you are aware there is a need today to 
raise extra funds for the purchase of equipment, computers, books etc etc. Essentially this 
comes mainly from the Community via Fundraising schemes. 

We have a range of Bags of Confectionery which all Children and Adults enjoy, our products 
are manufacturecd by leading quality manufacturers such as Darrell Lea, Cadbury's and 
Nestles. 

The bags are packaged into an easy to carry Fundraising Box of 24 bags. This box is quite 
manageable even for younger children to carry. Our packaging is attractive and the quality is 
first class. 

It is suggested that you issue all members of your group with a Fundraiser Box of 24 bags, the 
bags sell for $2.50 each and $1.00 per bag is retained by your group as profits for the 
Fundraising drive. 

You can't lose! Profits await you, lets get you started ... 

HAPPY FUNDRAISING 

PHONE FOR A REP TODAY 1800 358 900 
Sydney callers 9642 1227 

Phone: +61 (02) 9642 1227 Fax: +61 (02) 9742 5939 
Office and Warehouse 3/29 Wentworth Street, Greenacre NSW 2190 Australia 

PO Box 269, Strathfield NSW 2135 Australia 



OUR BORDERLESS REGION - 

JOURNEYING TO WORLD CITIZENSHIP 

The 77th Western Hemisphere Committee Meeting took 

place in Panama City in March, 1997. After a number of highly 

successful meetings last year, the Committee further 

developed their ways of work, based on WAGGGS' goals, with 

the 36 member Organisations of the Western Hemisphere 

Region, which totals a membership of 3.8 million. 

Here, they strived to support their Vision Statement, "Working 

in peace and harmony for the advancement of girls and young 

women in our borderless Region", and also their Purpose-7o 

promote the Mission and Goals of WAGGGS with sensitivity to 

the realities within the Western 

Hemisphere." 

Discussions focused on ways 

of strengthening guiding in the 

Region; the involvement of young 

women in decision-making and national youth programs; and 

working with NGOs and government bodies responsible for 

issues relating to youth and young women. The goals and 

plan, policies and standards of Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting, as 

agreed at the 1996 World Conference, were also analysed. 

The Western Hemisphere, in 

particular, has designed a 

penetrating program encouraging 

the work in Latin America and 

the Caribbean, with the Western 

Hemisphere Committee and 

Field Executive Trainers working 

to strengthen the work there. 

Presented as the Borderless 

Region at their Regional Confer-

ence in 1995, The Western 

Hemisphere Region has great 

potential, having the largest Girl 

Guide/Girl Scout population of 

any Region in the Movement. 

By sharing strengths and 

celebrating diversity, it will grow 

stronger, by allowing ideas and 

knowledge to flow freely 

between Associations, with limitless opportunities to help and 

learn from each other, to serve more girls who need them. 

The theme of 

the upcoming 

Conference will be "Our 

Borderless Region—

Journeying to World 

Citizenship", and it will take place at the Jamaica Conference 

Centre, Kingston, in July 1998. This most important 

Conference is a milestone in the history of the Region. 

Following decisions made at the 29th World Conference in 

Canada in 1996 regarding increased regional responsibilities, 

Working in peace and harmony for the 
ADVANCEMENT OF 

GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN 

in our borderless Region. 

PASTORAL CARE IN 

MEXICO 

One of the troops of Gujas de Mexico, 

the Company of Gujas La Mira District 

Tatziri, have been involved in visiting 

Cereso, a centre for social readaptation, 

and helping with the prisoners' emotional 

needs, food and funds. For three hours 

per week Brownies and Guides collect 

waste materials from snack wrappings 

and cigar packets, and, after cleaning  

them, bring them to the centre to make 

handbags. wallets, purses and frames, 

which can be sold in their schools. In this 

way, they and their friends can raise 

money for the prisoners. Medicines, 

which are in short supply, are also 

collected and brought to the centre. 

Some fruit producers have even been 

persuaded to give fruit to the centre. 

Once a week the Guides and even 

the smallest Brownies prepare tacos and 

tortas with the help of their mothers, to 

bring to the centre for mealtimes, as the 

prisoners do not have enough money to 

pay for food. They also make pinatas -

decorations made of paper or clay filled 

with sweets for parties, entertainments 

and other celebrations they organise, as 

well as selling objects and raffle tickets 

which help raise funds for equipment at 

the centre. 
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resources. In addition to 

LIFE AFTER DEATH 

IN CHILE 

The Guides and Scouts Association of 

Chile has written to inform WAGGGS of a 

moving story that they would like to be 

mentioned to all members, highlighting to 

Girl Guides/Girl Scouts around the world 

an example of life after death. Pamela 

Andrea Toledo, a 12-year old Girl Guide 

from the Group Cruz del Sur in the city of 

Talca which she joined in 1992, died 

Member Organisations are 

now able to elect their own 

Committee and make decisions 

on regional matters, which will 

ensure the diversity of the 

Region, as well as the progress 

and continued success of each 

Association in this borderless 

Region. 

Training and program 

will both be a priority 

as Associations strive to further 

complement the good work 

being carried out to promote 

Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting, and 

mutual understanding. Sessions 

will focus on future planning, 

fund development and human 

this, WAGGGS' triennial theme, 

"Building World Citizenship—The WAGGGS' Perspective", will 

have a prominent place in the sessions, and will incorporate 

the Together Project. This endeavour is designed to encourage 

countries to work together on common projects, establishing 

closer ties between the various countries in the Region and 

strengthening international bonds of friendship and 

shared knowledge. 

When Jeannette France, Field Executive Trainer for the 

Western Hemisphere Region, visited the Bahamas in June last 

year, she reported that the Bahamas Girl Guides Association 

had established a stronghold, with Members working to 

improve their public image and to become more pro-active in 

their 50th year of continuous Guiding. They have printed 

t-shirts, planned nation-wide rallies, and have had tree-

planting ceremonies at their camp site. 

The Bahamas has a population of around 40,000 

distributed over 200 islands and cays. Many of these small 

communities are extremely remote. As a result of this there are 

no libraries and very limited access to books and magazines. 

The Association has decided to alleviate this problem by 

setting up an island-to-island lending service. The Rotary Club 

of West Nassau arranged to have ten wooden boxes built to 

transport up to 200 books by ferry, or by truck, car and bus, 

from one community to another. Mail boat services in the 

region have also agreed to carry the books free of charge, and 

school principals on the islands have offered to manage the 

library for a month, before returning the books to the Guide 

Headquarters in Nassau. On the islands where Guide units 

operate, they help out with distribution, encourage residents to 

use the service, and read aloud to small children and the 

elderly. The Association is optimistic that the project will 

eventually yield improved literacy levels in the region. 

THE BAHAMAS 

WAGGGS 
ON-LINE 

Check out the WAGGGS homepage at http://www.wagggs.org/.,  or try out 

the WAGGGS Webring to take you to Associations from all parts of the globe at 

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Plains/3644/wagggs-home.html  

suddenly on 27 September 1995 from a 

brain haemorrhage. 

She had previously told her mother 

that she wished to donate her organs, 

and these were given to two other people 

who today enjoy good health. 

At present there is a law being passed 

in the Chilean Parliament regarding organ 

donation, and a National Organ Donation 

Day has been requested, thanks to the 

initiative of the Neighbours' Committee 

where Pamela lived, and the Guias y  

Scouts from this Region. Pamela's 

actions mean generosity and service to us 

even after life, and they are a lesson to all 

Girl Guides and Girl Scouts worldwide. 



World Solar Cycle Challenge 

THE SUN- 

A GUIDING 

LIGHT 

Look out for the Spirit of 

Baden Powell as they 

search for the sunny side 

of the street venturing 

toward the 1997 ETSA 

World Solar Cycle 

Challenge. 

The Spirit of Baden 

Powell is an Adelaide-

based team of Guides 

and Scouts endeavour- 

ing to design, build and race a solar powered cycle in the 1997 

ETSA World Solar Cycle Challenge. Huge efforts by the team 

have been rewarded by a mass of media coverage. Their first 

complete cycle 'Brownsea' was the focus of attention at the 

event launch and at the track tests at the Adelaide 

SuperDrome. The cycle also appeared on Adelaide Today on 

Thursday July 24th. The Spirit of Baden-Powell have a website 

up and running and will have a display at both the Adelaide 

and Melbourne Royal Shows. The team is still seeking 

financial assistance, so please let them know if your company 

is interested in sponsoring the team. 

ALONG THE WAY 

Being Guides and Scouts, the Spirit of Baden-Powell aims 

to have the best campsite at each stop during the race. Visitors 

of BADEN POWELL Aa•vw • 

will be welcome at the camps and we will have some night time 

activities set up. With all the media coverage of the race, the 

public will hopefully have the opportunity to see inside a Guide 

and Scout camp. The Spirit of Baden-Powell's support team 

will travel ahead of the solar cycle to set up camp ready for 

each night. 

LAUNCH OF RACE MAJOR SPONSOR 

The official launch of the 1997 ETSA World Solar Cycle 

Challenge was held on Tuesday June 17th, featuring 

Brownsea. ETSA staged the launch to announce themselves 

as the major race sponsor. Also present were Adelaide's Lord 

Mayor Jane Lomax-Smith, along with stars from Port Power, 

the Adelaide Rams and the ETSA Contax netball team. 

Nathan Eagleton rode Brownsea in a mini-race at the 

launch and said of it "It's pretty good; nice and low to the 

ground and good handling." It is fantastic that our team was the 

only one with a working solar cycle at this stage in the race 

preparations. The launch was covered by nine radio stations, 

four TV news reports and the Advertiser. 

WEBSITE 

The Spirit of Baden-Powell now has it's own website. The 

site will be regularly updated prior to the race and at least daily 

during the course of the race, so that the world can follow our 

progress. 

http://www.geocities.com/RainForest/Vines/3890/  

SUPERDROME TRACK TEST 

The Spirit of Baden-Powell's first complete cycle "Brownsea" 

was used as the test vehicle for the ramp at the Adelaide. The 

finish of this year's World Solar Cycle challenge will be a grand 

display at the Adelaide SuperDrome in Gepps Cross. 

Australian Major Events—the race organisers—expressed 

concern about the steepness of the SuperDrome track and 

GIA September 1997 - Vol. 18 No. 8 



World Solar Cycle Challenge 

trialled the track with Spirit of Baden-Powell's cycle Brownsea. FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

It was discovered that the track is indeed too steep for the PLEASE CONTACT 

average solar cycle and a ramp will be required to get the 	Christie Tamblyn: 

cycles into the central area of the SuperDrome. 	Phone & Fax (08) 8271 0701 

Representatives from The Sunday Mail were invited to cover 	14 Angas Rd Hawthorn, 5062 

the testing but were unable to attend. 	 tambo@onaustraila.com.au  
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CONSTRUCTION SO FAR ... 

The Spirit of Baden-Powell boasts a competent 

construction team who are producing fantastic results faster 

than any other Adelaide team. The construction team is 

divided into two sections—mechanical and electrical. 

The electrical team are presently repairing a motor and 

have purchased solar cells. (These are yet to be paid for.) The 

mechanical team have constructed two test cycles and are 

presently working on a third. Max Packer of Holdfast Cycles 

has also kindly lent a pedal-prix cycle frame to the team. This 

means we will soon have four working recumbent cycles for 

our cyclists to train in! Brownsea is our most advanced cycle 

and is complete with a fairing (shell) and motor. Major 

alterations are currently being made to the design of the 

fairing, seat and steering of the cycle and will be tested on our 

next cycle. 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

The team still requires financial assistance. Thank you to 

the following sponsors who have enabled us to come this far: 

Mitsubishi Motors 

Chateau Moteur 

Sumi Forklifts 

Trojan Aluminium 

Dick Smith 

Rasch Plastics 

Webster Bearings 

Dulux 

Piccadilly Springs 

Susan Jeanes, MP 
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16 

Girls aged 6 to 

18 years from 

Tullamarine District 

Guides spent a 

weekend in the 

great outdoors at 

Britannia Park, 

Victoria 

Sandie Cottell 

Have you heard about 
Radio Lollipop? 

About ten years ago Guides of WA raised enough money to set 

up a radio station known as Radio Lollipop at Princess Margaret 

Hospital in Perth. This year the goal is to set up a radio station at 

Fremantle Hospital's new children's ward. Carlisle Guides took up 

the challenge of raising some money to contribute to the cause. 

The Guides were given a magic $5.00 note which was attached 

to a piece of paper decorated with glitter, complete with 

instructions with some magic ideas. Guides were free to see if 

they could add to it any way they could, apart from gambling. The 

Guides were to bring the $5.00 back a month later, plus whatever 

extra money was earned. They were warned to be careful not to 

make less on their money! 

During the 'magic month' little whispers were heard about what 

was going on—but generally everything was hush hush and top 

secret. On collection night everyone returned their magic $5.00 

notes. The Guides were extremely excited and the night was 

spent sharing what was done to raise the money collected, what 

A decision was made at the 1997 Retail Managers' 

Meeting that the publication of a national calendar be 

discontinued. It was not assisting with membership and had 

little PR value, and it required many hours and dollars to 

produce. 

The 1997 production of the Guides Australia national 

calendar was of a particularly high standard, and was 

produced to meet the needs of the members who responded 

to the 1995 survey. Even so, orders were undersold and 

many copies remained in stock. 

State Retail Managers did not support the concept of 

printing a Guide cover on the existing Australian Women's 

Diary publication. 

- Merril Cole 

Australian Public Relations Adviser 

was bought, the competitions held and the money earned. Along 

with the household chores of gardening, wood chopping, car 

washing and cleaning (well paid by family and friends!) some 

other initiatives were; running a disco, guessing the last two 

numbers on the $5.00 note, cleaning motorbikes at the local bike 

shop and selling aluminium cans and car batteries. Some Guides 

spent their $5.00 notes in order to increase their profits and 

bought massage oil, cake mixes, chocolate buttons, window 

cleaner, detergent, Easter eggs, dog shampoo and jelly beans, 

then seriously set about raising money in a multitude of ways. 

The youngest Guide raised $50.00 by making up business 

cards advertising her massage skills. 

She now plans to supplement her pocket money using her 

new-found talent. Another Guide went to school dressed as the 

Easter Bunny and sold all her home-made chocolate Easter eggs. 

The total amount raised was $407.60. all of which has been 

donated to Fremantle Hospital for Radio Lollipop. 

- Helen Doney 

1st Carlisle Guides 
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Jessica Allen, Danielle Minchin, Emma Felvus and 
Celena Nemis, from 1st Hampton Park Guides, at the Guide and 

Scout Orienteering event. 

bush 
invasion 

forecast for severe rain and galeforce winds did 

not prevent 350 Guides and Scouts from 

throughout Western Australia invading the 

bushland to the south of Perth for the annual 

Cu' 	and Scout Orienteering Day on 6 April this year. 

For six hours 85 teams traversed the beautiful Gleneagles 

State Forest in the hope of obtaining glory as the best 

navigators in Guides and Scouts WA. 

As luck would have it the weather forecast proved to be 

wrong, and bad weather blew over during the night leaving the 

competitors to enjoy quite a beautiful day for orienteering. 

Although the number of entrants from the Guides was down 

from last year, the competition was fierce throughout the day, 

with much apprehension as competitors waited for the final 

results to be displayed. 

In the 'Guides with Leaders' section, 2nd Roleystone 

Guides narrowly pipped out 2nd City Beach Guides, last year's 

winners in this section, for the first place in what was a very 

intense competition, with very little to separate the top teams. 

In the prestigious 'Guides without Leaders' section, 1st 

Hampton Park Guides managed a clean sweep, taking 1st, 

2nd and 3rd places. 

This year there was an unofficial section for Leaders 

introduced for the first time. with only 20 points separating all 

five teams in this section. Although only Scout Leaders 

participated this year, next year Rovers, Adults and Guide 

Leaders are invited to take part in the official section for 

Leaders. 

The special guests at the presentations were Graeme 

Strickland, Chief Commissioner for Scouts Western Australia, 

and Bob McCreddin, President of the Orienteering Association 

of Western Australia. 

With the success of this event, there 

are plans to extend the concept of 'Bush 

Invasion' to Guides and Scouts in the 

country districts of Western Australia to 

conduct their own events. 

This will be trailled in Karratha later in 

the year and if successful, will be 

extended to all country districts in 1998. 

Tara Murie from 1st Hampton Park Guides is presented with her certificate for second 
place in the 'Guides Without Leaders' section, by Mr Bob McCreddin, President of the 

Orienteering Association of Western Australia. 
- Michael Minchin 

Event Co-ordinator 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW ? 
We are seeking participants in the 100 mile "Bogong and 

Beyond Hike" which took place in January 1978 for a possible 

20 year reunion in January 1988. 

Anyone knowing the whereabouts of former Mt. Evelyn  

Range Leader, Barbara Mitchell (1978 address, Fernhill Road, 

Mt Evelyn), or former Lower Plenty Rangers Leanne 

O'Donavan and Anne Portman, is asked to contact: Shirley 

Hopwood, 13 Ardoyne Street, Blackrock, Victoria 3193. 



Guides SA's Francie Remfry (left) proudly 
displays the 1996/7 Living Health Promotion Award. 

She is pictured with Living Health Sponsorship 
coordinator Joanne Maiden 

GUIDES SA 

RECOGNISED IN STATE 

AWARDS 

EG
uides SA took top honours in the inaugural South 

Australian Health Promotion Awards, announced in May 

by Minister for Health and Disability Services Dr Michael 

Armitage during a ceremony at Adelaide's Festival Theatre. 

The awards, initiated by SA's peak body for sporting 

recreation and arts funding 'Living Health', recognise the 

outstanding efforts of organisations in health promotion, as well 

as encouraging excellence in the future promotion of health and 

healthy choices for South Australians. 

Accepting the award on behalf of Guides SA, State Executive 

Officer Francie Remfry said it was most gratifying that Guides 

Australia had been recognised and rewarded for its strong 

commitment to and active participation in the promotion of 

good health messages. 

For many years Guides has led the way in encouraging better 

health practices among its members—embracing healthier 

eating options, adopting safe sunsmart practices whilst 

outdoors, ensuring safety in sporting activities and advocating no 

smoking policies, Francie said. 

This award acknowledges the invaluable contribution 

that Guides SA has made in the promotion of healthy living to not 

only its own members, but indeed to the wider community 

through the active involvement of Guides in many local and 

state events. 

Lilydale Guide Unit 

Nindetha Camp 
Tasmania's Lilydale Guides held a very 

successful camp at Nindethana in the 

north of the state. It was the first time 

some girls had been away to a camp. 

After walking to the Supply River, where 

they excelled at rock hopping, they spent the afternoon making 

some interesting camp gadgets. It was amazing how innovative 

some of the girls were in creating their own gadgets. One girl 

designed and made a camp bed which was actually capable of 

supporting a mattress and a Guide! 

- Joan Bunker 

Tasmania 

RIDE ON 

Blaney Guides enjoyed their 45 km bike hike from Blayney to 

Milthrope, led by their Leader, Bindi, who is a biking enthusiast. 
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It was an excellent day for all and thanks must go to the 

instructors who encouraged the Guides with maximum 

success. 

Jillian Mater 

Special Activities Coordinator 

Dandenong Valley Region 

M Pt. CD CI 
RANCH 

KENTHURST 
(ESTABLISHED 30 YEARS) 

Are you looking for something 

different for your weekend camp? 

JACKAROO RANCH offers: 

* More than 100 ha secluded bushland 

on Cattai Creek, suitable for hiking, 

nature study and abseiling. 

* Large in-ground swimming pool 

* Spacious village green type area for 

archery, ball games 

* Bunkhouse accomodation for 60 

visitors, 

PLUS Fifty well-mannered ponies to 

enable each guest to experience 

horseback riding in a safe and friendly 

environment. Tuition and helmets 

included. 

You cater or we do. 

JACKEROO RANCH: McClymonts 
Road, Kenthurst NSW 2156 Phone: 
(02) 9654 9292, AH (02) 9654 9057 

Ship Rock, Gembrook was the venue for 21 guides 

from Dandenong Valley region to discover the fun of 

abseiling. There were four different descents, each 

one a bigger challenge than the one before. 

Some of the Guides tried all descents while others 

were happy to stay with the least difficult ones. The 

best part of the day was watching the girls who cried when they 

first saw the rock, successfully abseiling down the rock face, 

and going back for more! One Guide watched for some time 

before finding the courage to try. Once she successfully 

abseiled down the rock there was no stopping her! 

The Leaders voted it a fabulous day and the instructors 

hardly had time to grab a cup of coffee. Some Leaders who 

were afraid of heights overcame their fears and felt it was a 

major achievement to scale such heights. 

TONGALA CENTRE 
OPENS FOR BUSINESS 
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After much lobbying and 

persuasion by members of Tongala 

Guide and Scout groups, the local 

shire purchased the former State 

Rivers building as a new centre for 

the Guides and Scouts and the Little 

Theatre Group to share. 

A former computer room was 

converted into the kitchen (what 

luxury)—and the manager's office 

remained to be used as a meeting 

room or Leaders' retreat. 

Opening day was arranged for 

Sunday 25 May 1997 with the Mayor 

Cr. Mary Bowman to officiate. 

What a beautiful day it was! The 

sun was warm, the interior was 

freshly painted a lovely shade of 

Guide blue. The trees were trimmed, 

the lawns were mowed, and a crowd 

of children, parents, Leaders past and 

present, gathered outside. Mr. Noel 

Maughan MLA presented the 

Australian flag to Kirsty and Clinton 

who raised it on the flagpole. 

The State Commissioners Heather 

Barton and John Ravenhall both  

spoke. It had been a long journey 

from Melbourne for them, but worth it 

just to be in the sun! A surprise 

presentation recognised the effort 

made by Mr Lance Tomkins, Scout 

Group Leader, who was the 

inspiration and driving force behind 

the project. Mary Bowman unveiled 

the name plaque mounted on pieces 

of local redgum, and finally Susan 

read the Blessing written by the 

Guides. 

A relaxed, pleasant but sincere 

ceremony had come to an end. It was 

time for the BBQ lunch and an 

inspection of the Centre. 

There is still plenty of work to do—

we hope to improve the toilet area by 

adding showers; build and outside 

shed, a campfire and BBQ area—the 

list goes on. But already we are 

much warmer in winter, and we have 

three air conditioners to use in 

summer. Our centre will be able to be 

used for other activities, for meetings, 

trainings, displays—there's plenty of 

space! 

TE2 



IDEAS FOR ACTION 

EnviroAction Pack 
The new enviroaction pack is now available from your Guide 

Shop. Here's a sample of the some of the activities that your 

Guides are sure to love! 
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Make a butterfly observation box! 
Cut off the side of a large cardboard box. Put a plant caterpillars like to 

eat in a pot and put it inside the box. Water the plant well and 

make sure it doesn't dry out throughout the course of 

the observation. Place a few caterpillars on the leaves 

and poke a few air holes in the sides and top of the 

box. Put some plastic wrap over 

the open side and make sure it's secure. 

You are now ready to watch your caterpillars 

turn into moths or butterflies. 

Make sure you let them go when you've 

finished with them. As a patrol, find out 

about planting butterfly friendly plants in 

your area. Make sure you let them go 

when you've finished with them. Contact 

the Society for Growing Australian Plants if you need 

some help. 

GONG 
Grass is very easy to grow! 

Mix a handful of seeds with some potting mix. 

Fill an old stocking with this mixture and seal the 

end with a rubber band. Put the stocking in a dish 

filled with water. Put the dish in a sunny spot and 

see how long it takes the grass to grow. You 

could also fill a clean, dry empty eggshell with soil 

and sprinkle grass seeds on top. Put the shell in 

an egg cup, place in a sunny position and water 

regularly. After about a week, the egg will need a 

haircut. 

Guides and their pets 

Many Guides will be the proud owners of creatures 

great and small. They need to be aware of the health risks 

posed by animals. Make a chart of simple 

illustrations/cuttings showing animals and their owners. 

Try to find pictures to make a point. Talk with the Guides 

about the pictures. Make a list of health rules from the 

Guides' comments—for example, always wash your hands 

after playing with your pet. 

This could be followed up by a visit from a vet or 

someone with an unusual pet. 
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What native animals 

do you have in your 

area? Go on a field trip 

and find out! 

You could have a 

photo competition for 

the 	best 	wildlife 

photograph OR; 

Design a fancy 

hand-written menu for a native bird OR; 

Learn to identify native trees and count the number in your 

area. How many native birds feed in these trees? 



'Ducking for Cover—it's Duck Day' organised by 

the Northern Beaches Region to raise money for 

'Gateway 96' Sunni field Association. 

Yolanda Puns! (above left) enjoying the outdoors and Guides 

(above right) demonstrating teamwork at 'Spark-it Day', South 

Australia. Photos Dawn Borchardt 

After learning how to knit, the 1st Hamersley Brownie Guides finally 

got their blanket made. It was a real team effort, and Maureen from 

the Balga Salvation Army Corps and Lori Sheedy from Family Support 

Services were delighted to receive the much needed blanket from 

Brownie Guide Rebecca Fuller. 

HOW BAZAAR' 
Rebecca Gibson (front) and Nicole Clark 
(back) of 1st Hamersley Brownie Guides, 
Western Australia,on washing up duty at 

Boomajaril Camp. 

On 31 May/1 June 1997 the 

Barmera Guide Parent Group 

held their first country bazaar in 

the Bonney Theatre, Barmera. 

The bazaar was part of the 

Barmera Country Music Festival 

and part of the town's 75th 

birthday celebrations. 

Approximately 22 craft stalls 

were set up in the theatre, with 

a vintage uniform display and 

public relations display in the 

foyer and entrance. On the 

stage both days were Norm 

Hunt singing his country music 

as a backdrop, Rosie Clark's 

School of Jazz and tap dancers, 

Barmera Guides singing  

campfire songs and local line 

dancers. 

The parent group had their 

own stall selling three types of 

tasty 	homemade 	soup, 

Devonshire afternoon tea and 

coffee. The weekend was a 

great success as a fundraiser 

and well worth the effort to try 

again next year. There were 

many people commenting on 

the uniforms with lots of "I 

remember" and "quite an eye 

opener" to the general public all 

over Australia. 

J Hardwick 

District Leader 



Introducing The Australian 
Guide Leaders' Ultimate 
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Over 50 images to make your guiding documents sparkle 

 

A diskette for use with almost any computer program (Macintosh 
or PC) featuring Association emblems, guiding activities and a 
special selection of guiding and related cartoons as featured in GiA. 
The Australian Guide Leaders' Ultimate Clip Art Collection allows 
every Guide Leader to easily create documents with high visual 
impact. The collection—which comes with a comprehensive 
instruction manual explaining how to best use Guide Clip Art—will 
help give your newsletters, bulletins, flyers, guiding letters and 
advertising that professional touch. 

Avaliable at all Guide Retail Outlets NOW! 

FAX LODGE 

 
  

 

 

lip
elton Waves Centre was the 

venue for North Metropolitan 

Environment Day 1997. The 

aim of the day was to collect 
as many corks as possible and have a 
a great time. All units wanting to 

attend were required to bring corks as 

part of the admission fee. As many as 
280 Guides, Leaders and parents 

attended and all had a very good 
time. The activities were arranged by  

the staff at the Wave 

Centre and included a 

Tarzan rope, cargo nets 

and a large inflatable raft. 

Free time was available to 

indulge in all of the exciting 

activities on hand. 

The Ranger Guides spent 

some 	time 	sorting, 

bagging and weighing all these corks. 

The cork van was strategically parked 

at the front of the centre to capture the 
attention of passers by. Word must 

have travelled about the collection as 

an anonymous person opened the 
boot, left a bag and departed! The 
total number of corks collected was 
258 kilos or 77,400. 

MAKING 
OMITS 
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Brownie Surprises: 

These cakes are like Brownies, they are all different 

shapes and sizes, and all different on the inside. The icing is 

in the World Badge colours of blue and gold. Brownie 

Surprises are a delicious idea for a midnight feast! 

What you need: 

36 patty pans 

1 packet of butter mix 

one packet of choc bits 

one handful or so of sultanas 

Blue and yellow icing 

Hundreds and thousands 

Then: Make up the mix according to instructions, add the 

choc bits and sultanas, make sure you mix them through. 

Put into greased patty pans and cook 12 to 15 minutes at 

the temperature indicated on the packet. 

When cool, ice with blue and yellow icing and sprinkle 

with hundreds and thousands. 

Undurra (silver wattle) 

Donald, Victoria. 

Hair braids and 
bracelets 

Friendship bracelets are extremely popular and usually sell 

well. Simple ones can be made from plaited embroidery thread. 

Embroidery thread can also be used to braid hair, a popular 

activity at fetes and camp markets. 

Make sure you practise on a friend first! 

Take a thin section of hair and plait it. Bind the end with 

sewing cotton. Choose two or three colours of embroidery 

thread. Starting at the top of the plait, loop the thread around or 

through the plait itself. 

Wind the thread tightly around the plait, changing colour 

every centimetre or so. Finish with a knot at the bottom. You 

can even add a bead or two, if you like. 

IDEAS F 0. .. 

Unless otherwise indicated, program ideas on pages 
15, 16 and 17 appear courtesy of the UK Guiding 

Magazine. 

If you've got an 'idea for action' send it to your state 
editor and we'll publish the best of them each month 

in GiA! 

Occasion cards 
Greeting cards can be bought in lots of different shops, 

but the best ones are always handmade. 

Encourage the girls to use their imagination to produce 

cards that people would actually want to buy. Then provide 

them with a variety of card and paper, glue, paints, pencils, 

scraps of material and so on. 

Discuss what occasion the cards will be for, although 

cards that can be used for lots of different occasions will 

probably be the best. You may even have a budding poet in 

the unit who can write verses to go inside. 

Try block printing your cards, using shapes cut into 

potatoes. An onion, cut in half and dipped in paint, will 

produce an unusual pattern. 

RELAX AND UNWIND 
When the girls are studying hard, the ability to relax and 

unwind will be very important to them. Organise a special, 

relaxing meeting as a mid-exam treat. 	Invite an 

aromatherapist to pamper the girls with massages and 

delightfully scented oils. 

The group could have an evening 

of meditation, listening to 

calming music and breathing in 

revitalising fragrances. 

If all else fails, hold a 

Trivial Pursuit evening on the 

last meeting before the 

exams! 



I have an 
an ry, baci, 
cr zy, cat! 

Each player repeats the 

sentence and adds a new 

IDEAS FOR ACTION 

SOME I 
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activities which the girls decide to take part in need 

not take a lot of organisation. The following suggestions may 

offer inspiration: 

Creativity - visit the cinema and review a film. 

Service in the community - find out about personal 

safety at home and in the outside world. 

--sr> Wider world - prepare a Chinese meal for friends, use 

traditional cooking methods such as a wok and eat with 

chopsticks. 

-=-'> 	Adventure - spend a night in a youth hostel. 

Strike up a skill 

Lighting a match can be a challenge to a new camper, 

keeping a match alight is a challenge to all. 

Teach the girls how to strike a match safely - always away 

from the body. Each girl should practise until they are 

confident. 

Older girls can then take part in this relay game. You will 

need a box of matches and a candle—in a holder—for each 

Patrol. 

Each girl takes it in turns to run to the table where the 

candle is standing, strike the match safely and light the 

candle. She then blows out the candle and goes back to her 

Patrol. The first Patrol to finish wins. 

What am I afraid of? 

Divide the unit into groups of three or four. Challenge 

each group of girls to build up a list of their own personal 

fears. 

The girls may choose to list spiders, being alone, 

earthquakes and so on. The girls should then discuss if 

they are able to do anything to alleviate their fears. 

Explain that what we need to do to diminish fear, is to 

develop more trust in our ability to handle what comes 

our way. 

FLOATING FIRES 
Careful girls can have great fun with this activity and 

it's a good opportunity to work in small groups. The girls 

will need large bowls of water, ceramic mixing bowls are 

ideal; twigs: jam-jar lid; string; matches. 

First, the girls make a small raft. Then a fire is built 

on top of a jam-jar lid and placed on top of the raft. Float 

the raft and light the fire. Note whose fire lasts the 

longest. 

Alphabet food game 

Place cards, each with a letter of the alphabet written on 

it, face down in the centre of the room. Holding hands, the 

Guides walk around the cards in a circle, reciting the 

following rhyme: 

"Pick up a card, fruit, meat or sweet, 

Here's something good for all Brownies to eat!" 

One Brownie then picks up a card and tries to think of a 

healthy food beginning with that letter. The others can help 

her. When a suggestion has been made, the Pack can 

then discuss whether or not that particular food is healthy 

- and why. 

adjective in alphabetical order to 

describe the cat. 

   

GIA September 1997 - Vol. 18 No. 8 

  



p 	 'I 

For this game you will need one Leader to 

supervise each six. The Brownies, who should 

be blindfolded, hold hands in a line. 

Each Leader guides her patrol to a tree and 

the girls feel the bark, leaves and branches. 

The Brownies discuss what they are feeling, 

such as the shape of the leaves and the texture 

of the bark. 

Eventually, the girls are led back to base. 

The blindfolds are removed and the girls return 

to the park to try and identify their special tree. 

All the girls huddle together in a crouching position. One 

person starts to hum softly. 

Gradually everyone else joins in and starts to stand up, very 

slowly. As the group rises, the hum gets louder. 

When the group is nearly upright, everyone leaps into the air 

and shouts as loudly as they can! 

1111/C„EApND IT 

Shopping Tour makes you more money 

As much as $1000 for your 
guide group in just one day! 

Buy better — Buy direct 

We do the work — 
You get the commission! 

Special off peak Sundays 
included 

Visit Sydney's top wholesalers & 
distributors of fashion, accessories, 
sportswear and more 	 \, 

Limited offers (quotas apply)( 

How can you qualify? 
Just ask Kerrie on Sydney 

(02) 9798 6755 
(or fax (02) 9 798 5210) 

All but one of the girls close 

their eyes and move slowly 

around the play space. 

The girl with her eyes 

open is Matilda. When 

two girls meet, they say 

If the answer is also "Hello Brownie," they must "Hello Brownie!" 

move on. If a player is met with silence, she has found Matilda and 

must hold hands with her. Eventually you should end up with a long 

line of nice, quiet Matildas! 

CLAP your name 

Show the children a small, bright object such as a small toy. 

They leave the room and you hide the object where it can be seen 

from certain angles, such as on top of a picture or on a window-

sill. 

Everyone comes back into the room and starts searching. 

Anyone who sees the object stays silent and sits down quietly. 

She must not touch the object or show the others where it is. 

Finally, when there is only one girl who has not yet found it, the 

others can tell her where it is. 

Show the girls how to clap the syllables of their first names. When 

they have got the hang of it, the girls must walk around the play area 

listening to what other people are clapping, as well as clapping their 

own names. 

The object of the game is to link up with others whose names have 

similar syllables. 



CLEAN UP WITH COMPAQ! 

COMPAQ, 

The fifth annual Clean Up the 

World, held in conjunction with 

the United Nations Environment 

Program. will be staged over the 

weekend of September 19-21,1997. 

During this period more than 40 million 

people in 110 countries will join forces to 

improve the state of their local 

environments. 

This year, Compaq and Clean Up the 

World are offering Guides aged five to 

18 years the chance to win a fantastic Compaq Presario 

computer! The Compaq Presario PC comes with loads of 

preinstalled software, including Windows 95, and a Pentium 

processor, data/fax modem, speakerphone, CD Drive stereo 

speakers and is valued at approximately $3,000. 

To have their chance to win this fantastic computer, all your 

Guides need to do is design an environmental poster to 

encourage Guides in other countries to participate in Clean Up 

The World Day in 1998. 

Organisations such as Guides and Scouts are 

becoming an integral part of the Clean Up the World 

campaign. When designing a poster, your Guides may like to 

consider how Guides around the world are involved in cleaning 

up their environment. 

Guides across the globe are involved with clean up 

activities that include tree planting; cleaning up parks, canals 

and marketplaces; establishing 

composting systems; concerts; 

educating locals about the link 

between disease and poor waste 

disposal, photographic displays 

and 	environmental 	poster 

competitions. Last year, Bahrain 

Guides cleaned up various types 

of ship debris from over 8 km of 

beachfront, while Boy Scouts and  

Girls Scouts in the Phillipines participated 

in a nationwide creek clean up. 

Chairman of Clean Up Australia, Ian 

Kiernan AO, will judge the entries and the 

winner of the Compaq Presario computer 

will be announced in the August 1998 

edition of GiA. All posters submitted will 

be sent to Clean Up offices around the 

world. 

So don't delay! It's a fantastic school 

holiday project to give your Guides! Make 

sure the girls have their entries into National Office by 10th 

February, 1998—each entry must be accompanied by a copy 

of the entry form (on the next page). 

Before you know it, a girl in your unit could be using the 

Compaq Presario computer to surf the world wide web, do her 

homework or chat to her guiding buddies around the world on 

e-mail! 

Designed for everyone in the 
	

This innovative PC offe 

family, the Compaq Presario is 
	

audio 	CD 	player, 	hi 

easy to use and includes performance JBL Pro speake 

powerful multimedia features with Wavetable Synthesis and 

and lightening-fast communication 
	

16-bit audio , delivering sound 

devices. Offering easy set up quality more like a home stereo 

the Presario comes with heaps than a computer. 

of preinstalled software, so you 
	

It also includes a 14" monitor, 

can take it out of the box, plug it 
	

offering amazing 3D arcade 

in and off you go! 
	

quality graphics and MPEG full-

Meanwhile, the easy access screen video for comer to comer 

buttons located on the outside 
	

action, and a built-in lightening fast 

of the Presario, offer quick 33.6/14.4 Kbps data/fax modem to 

access to the most frequently 
	catch the latest Internet wave. 

used features like the CD 

Player, answerphone and 

speakerphone. 

Pictured right: one of the models from the extensive range of 
Presario computers available from Compaq. 

Design an 
environmental poster 

for Clean Up The 
World and you could 

win a Compaq 
Presario Computer! 

Clean up 
• 
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SEND AN ENTRY FORM AND 

POSTER TO: 

COMPAQ/CLEAN UP THE 

WORLD COMPETITION 

GUIDES AUSTRALIA INC 

PO Box 6 

STRAWBERRY HILLS NSW 

2012 

CLOSING DATE FOR THE 
COMPETITION IS 

10TH FEBRUARY 1998 
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Name: 

Address: 

State: 

Telephone: 

Date of birth: 

Guide Unit: 

Guide Leader: 

Guide Leader's address: 

State: 

Leader's telephone number: 

Send this form in with 

your entry. 

All entries must be at 

National Office by 10th 

February 1998 

Postcode: 

Postcode: 

GUIDES 
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Conditions of Entry: 

1. The competition is open to those, who as at 10 February, 1998 

are Guides aged between 5 and 18 years of age. 

2.. Entries must be received at PO Box 6 Strawberry Hills NSW 

2012 by 5 pm on 10 February 1998. Entries received after 5 pm on 

10 February 1998 will not be accepted. 

3. The name of the winner will be announced in the August 1998 

issue of GiA. 

4. The awarding of the prize is completely within the discretion of 

the judge/s. The decision of the judge/s will be final and no 

correspondence or negotiations on that decision will be entered into. 

5. Upon entry to the competition, the poster and the right to 

reproduce or otherwise deal with the poster will be the property of 

Guides Australia Inc. 
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EVERYTHING GLOWS PTY LTD 

[formerly Fink International Pty Ltd) 

Phone: (03) 9589 4300 Fax: (03) 9589 4322 

Bright glowies for evening fetes, carnivals, discos, concerts, cracker nights and barbeques. 
A safe alternative to candles. Last for hours. 

Glowing lightsticks, lightropes, bracelets, frisbees, balls and much more. 

CALL NOW FOR OUR FREE BROCHURE! 

GO CLLI 
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Did you hear about us? 

That group of Guide Leaders and friends stranded at 

Tibooburra in north west New South Wales due to rain and 

road closures. That was us! 

Victoria's Go Club were on safari again through outback 

New South Wales and South Australia. Rain between White 

Cliffs and Tibooburra made all roads impassable, including the 

Silver City Highway, so we could not go anywhere! 

Nonetheless, our four days there were filled to capacity. We 

explored the Sturt National Park and nature walks, visited the 

National Park Centre and Aboriginal Cultural Centre. Formed 

the 'Tibba' Bowling Club using paddy melons as bowls in the 

camping ground. 

A conversation with 'Macca' on Australia All Over on the 

Sunday morning brought our plight to the attention of listeners 

throughout Australia. Thanks to the ABC and the Roads and  

Traffic Authority we were one of the first vehicles to travel 

south to Broken Hill when the road was opened—a rather 

muddy and slippery trip. 

We were back on itinerary at Port Augusta and able to head 

north to Kulgera and out to old Andado Homestead on the 

edge of the Simpson Desert. We then travelled south to Mount 

Dare homestead. Our mud-drenched journey to Dalhousie 

Springs was anything but uneventful, and from there we 

continued down the Oodnadatta Track for a few days walking 

in the Flinders Ranges. 

This is our 16th safari trip since 1981 and members of 

guiding, their families and friends have had the opportunity to 

visit all parts of Australia. We did not make it to Innamincka this 

year. But guess what? It's on the itinerary for next year. 

- Jan Brown 

Go Club, Victoria 

GLOWIES 
Fabulous Fundraising after dark! 
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KUM BA YAH CAMPSITE 

Guides New South Wales 
Greater Wollongong 

Region 

* Located at Mt Keira, overlooking 
Wollongong, five minutes from the 
CBD 
* On site parking (no coaches 
permitted in the grounds) 
* Located in rainforest area within 
Illawarra State Recreational Area. 
* Walking trails within campsite 
area and surrounding National 
Park 
* Peaceful setting with nature, rare 
native plants, animals and birds. 
* Guide Shops on site. 
* Campfire area and chapel for 
those quiet moments. 
* Guide Lodge, ideal for 
conferences and training. 
* Brownie cottage, fully equipped 
for the disabled. 
* Ranger Den, ideal for the smaller 
party with kitchen, dining and 
bathroom facilities. 
* Very reasonable charges. 

For more information contact: 
PO Box 247, Figtree 2525 or 

tel: (042) 29 4003 

girls wherever you go, are vital, 

30 YEARS Of 

         

nn 

        

         

"Hello Meg, it's Diane here. Are you the contact lady for Guides and 

Brownies in our area? My daughter is nearly eight. After seeing the fun 
that her two brothers are having in Cubs, she would like to do something 

similar". Thus began Diane Clark's a ssociation with Guides Victoria. 

ecently I was thrilled to receive my 30 year long 

service award for uniformed personnel in 

guiding, and when my name appeared in GiA, 
I began to recall some of the wonderful times I 

have had with our organisation. 

Originally, I become a helper to allow my daughter to get 

into the local pack and to my delight, I found it was my thing 

too. Since then, our family has moved three times and I found 

that the first people to welcome you into a new area, are 

guiding folk. 

I have had the pleasure, and sometimes challenge, of 

leading or assisting in six different Units, and being Assistant 

then District Commissioner for five years in a very busy district. 

I have met hundreds of girls with different personalities 

enjoying Brownies and then going on to Guides. I have also 

met many parents through the support groups and enjoyed the 

contact with them. 

When our elder daughter joined Guides, new worlds 

opened up for me as I was invited to staff at Guide camps and 

pack holidays. It was a lot of work preparing, then participating 

in the holiday, but so satisfying when the girls had a wonderful 

time. 

On one trip the girls went to Broken Hill via Mildura then 

returned through the Flinders Rangers and Clare. We had a 

bus packed with Guides, some Leaders, two drivers and all our 

gear for camping out each night and cooking our meals. 

Everyone had a wonderful time even though some were a little 

weary after a week away. 

There are fantastic opportunities for Leaders to participate 

in international guiding events. I travelled to New Zealand with 

my husband and applied for an introduction card to Guide 

Headquarters in Christchurch. 

Wearing my Aussie uniform, I was welcomed by the 

International Adviser and taken on a tour of the building. I was 

introduced to all the staff and given small gifts to bring home. 

It was also arranged for me to visit a Brownie pack meeting. 

There were over 30 Guides and I wondered how they 

managed, but they had four Leaders and several mothers 

helping. We had lots of fun. I taught them an Australian game 

and told them about my Unit and the region where I lived. They 

were enthusiastic and asked many questions. 

Lastly, I spent three weeks in Norfolk Island with my 

husband. Whilst there, I heard on the local radio notices of the 

Guide meetings. After a few inquiries I found the Brownie  

Leader and was able to visit her pack. Although they are part 

of the New South Wales Association, they are very isolated 

from other Leaders and trainings. They had their own well-

equipped hall in a delightful bush setting. The girls were lively, 

happy and willing to join in my game and hear about my Unit 

in Victoria. All little 

enthusiastic 	and 

happy. 

Over the years I 

have conducted many 

pack holidays and 

have always found 

they consolidate the 

Unit, apart from the 

Leaders, 	learning 

more about the girls in 

one weekend than 

they can learn in a 

year of monthly 

meetings. 

As a confidence 

booster I can fully 

recommend being a 

Leader. The trainings 

are of immense 

benefit in giving much-

needed confidence to 

participants. 

In thirty years I 

have made many 

wonderful 	friends, 

enjoyed the company 

and vitality of girls and 

young women and 

faced various situations 

and challenges with 

confidence. 

- Diane Clark 

Silvan, Victoria 

R 



A Leader's guide to creating strength and fun in 

guiding through cultural diversity, and to meeting the 

needs of girls from different cultures 

PART SIX - SPECIAL FEATURE 
INVESTING IN THE FUTURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 

INDEPENDENT STATES (FORMER USSR) 
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ix years ago, the world held its breath while 

citizens of the USSR wondered if it was 

really time for a change in the way they 

were governed. The coup in Moscow which brought 

about the end of the Soviet Union, was seen by many 

as the beginning of a radical shift to Western-

style democracy; a new beginning for the almost 300 

million people living throughout the Soviet Union. 

For many the hopes and aspirations of the 

summer of 1991 are now 

dashed in the harsh reality of life 

in a market economy. The cost 

of restructuring inefficient 

nationalized industries, of 

changing wasteful consumption 

patterns, and of replacing 

ineffective institutions. has been 

high for the average person, and 

for many the benefits have been 

hardly tangible. The stability and 

security offered by the former 

system has gone. In its place is 

a system where each person 

must fight for the survival of 

themselves and their family. 

The skills needed to survive 

this kind of transition are at the 

heart of Girl Guiding/Girl 

Scouting. The ability to make your own decisions and 

to put them into practice, the opportunity to 

develop and test out leadership skills, and 

the chance to contribute to the community in 

which you live. It is little wonder that Girl Guiding/ 

Girl Scouting has proved so popular amongst the 

girls and women of these countries. Parents quickly 

understand that involvement in an organisation such 

as ours is one of the best things that can happen to  

their daughter. More than ever, it is vital that girls 

grow up into confident young women, able to adapt 

to a changing society and to make their contribution 

to it. 

Life is not easy for the women who have taken on 

the leadership of the Associations in these countries. 

The struggle to care for the family, to work, and still to 

find time for Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting, is an uphill 

one. However, there are many benefits for the women 

themselves. 

WAGGGS has been working with 

many of these women now for five 

years. When they began, they were 

diffident about whether Girl Guiding/ 

Girl Scouting could really work in 

their country, and they questioned 

what role they could have in that 

process. Today, they are confident 

women, proud of what they have 

achieved, and eloquent advocates 

for the value of Girl Guiding/Girl 

Scouting. These are the women who 

will make a difference in the 

countries of the Commonwealth of 

Independent States (CIS) in the 

years to come, and WAGGGS is 

proud to have such fine ambass-

adors for the Movement. 

'Putting Partnership into Practice' was the title for 

the seminar in May 1996 in Moscow, which launched 

the one-year TACIS-funded (Technical Assistance to 

the CIS) project. This theme is a reiteration of the 

approach that WAGGGS is already taking to the 

development of Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting in the CIS. 

The desire of the girls and women of these countries 

to develop Girl Guiding/ Girl Scouting has captured 

the imagination of Member Organisations around the 

"For many the hopes 

and aspirations of the 

summer of 1991 are 

now dashed in the harsh 

reality of life in a 

market economy. The 

cost has been high for 

the average person, and 

for many the the 

benefits have been 

hardly tangible" 
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world. When it became possible to begin active 

development work in these countries, offers of support—

both practical and financial—flooded in from many 

quarters. That support has developed into long-term 

partnerships ensuring that the CIS Associations take their 

full part as Members of the World Association. 

PREPARING GIRLS FOR 
DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 

The PHARE/TACIS Democracy Program has been 

developed by the European Union to assist the people 

of Central and Eastern Europe and the CIS 

in their efforts to establish and reinforce pluralist 

democratic nations. Recognising the vital role played by 

Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) in this process, 

the Program operates mainly through a wide selection of 

national and international NGOs. 

The role of NGOs in promoting and defending 

democracy and human rights has long been valued in the 

European Union. This Program supports partnerships 

between NGOs in the European Union and their 

counterparts in Central and Eastern Europe and the CIS, in 

order to re-build the links which had for so long been 

severed by ideological divergence and restrictions on 

citizens' initiatives and mobility. 

The Program has provided financial support of 

188,000 ECU (approximately $160,000) to a WAGGGS' 

project entitled 'Skills Development for Girls Living in 

Newly Democratised Societies'. In partnership with the 

Association of Belarussian Guides and the Russian 

Association of Girl Scouts, the project has strengthened the 

Associations in Belarus, Russia, Ukraine and Georgia 

through a number of different initiatives. 

The project was launched in May 1996 with a four day 

seminar entitled 'Putting Partnership Into Practice'. It 

brought together representatives from the four countries 

with their European link partners and a training team. The 

seminar focused on developing effective partnerships, and 

each country looked in depth at developing a strategic plan 

and on ensuring its effective implementation. 

Support was provided to the Russian Association of 

Girl Scouts (RADS) and Association of Belarussian Guides  

(ABG) to establish offices with basic equipment, including a 

computer, fax and photocopier, and support staff. This 

improved communication within the Associations, and 

provided essential support for the volunteers working hard 

at different levels. 

The road ahead of the CIS Associations is a long and 

winding one. Progress will not come without hardship, and 

there are bound to be setbacks, perhaps even intractable 

limitations to be faced in the years ahead. However, with 

the overwhelming support of other member Associations 

and with the natural determination of the people of the CIS, 

much has already been achieved and will continue to be 

achieved in the years ahead. 

AUSTRALIAN GUIDES FROM CIS 
BACKGROUNDS 

Quite a significant number of Australians come from 

families who have emigrated from the areas which are now 

part of the CIS. When considering the cultural backgrounds 

of girls from these nations (or whose families are from 

these nations) the first thing to note is that the peoples of 

these countries are of very diverse ethnic and cultural 

backgrounds. It would be almost impossible to give a 

general overview relating to customs. Taking religious 

beliefs as an example, in the Russian States the Orthodox 

Church has the most followers, but there are also many 

Jews and members of other faiths scattered throughout 

these areas, and the relative numbers vary from state to 

state. Furthermore, it is possible (as with many cultures) 

that second and third generation Australians from CIS-born 

families will have more affinity with belief systems that are 

prevalent in Australian society, especially when (for 

instance) they are made familiar with mainstream variants 

of Christianity at the schools they attend. Also, attitudes 

toward religion are likely to be affected by the Communist 

Party's discouragement of religious practice during their 

rule in the USSR. 

It is therefore advisable for Leaders to ask the Guide 

herself or her family about any particular customs which 

need special consideration. More information on this 

subject is available in 'Trefoil Around the World'. 

fii 



Justine Jarvinen and Gerogina Perry 

Pat Lawson-Black and Ainslie Greedy 

WOMEN 
OF NOTE 

 
 

 

MENTOR BREAKFAST 

 

Sally Browne, Senator Kay Patterson and 
Paula Gerber-Jones 

 
 

  

Guides Victoria and the Women of Note group's Second 

Annual Mentor Breakfast gave 122 young women in Year 11 

the opportunity to meet women who are making a success of 

their lives, and to be inspired to aim 

high in their own future careers. 

Held in the opulent surroundings of 

the Mayfair Room at the Grand Hyatt 

Hotel in downtown Melbourne, this 

exciting event also introduced the 

young women to a corporate breakfast 

situation. 

Each of the 130 women who attended paid $60. to cover 

the cost of her own breakfast and to sponsor a student's 

attendance. As far as possible, 

students were matched with their 

mentors for the day, according to their 

career aspirations. 

Journalist, Pat Lawson-Black was 

our lively and humourous compere, 

and she quickly put everyone at ease. 

Senator Kay Patterson opened the breakfast with a speech 

acknowledging the impact that guiding has made on her life. 

Two very different guest speakers 

gave everyone plenty to think about. 

Fashion designer and business 

woman, Sally Browne, gave a frank 

and funny account of the the ups and 

downs in her life, from the days when 

she designed very skimpy stylish 

dresses because she could not afford to buy much fabric—to 

the present, where she runs the Life Shop, developing 

products to encourage people to enjoy stress free living. She  

stressed the importance of keeping up with new trends. 

technology and change, while keeping a grasp on your health, 

happiness and sense of humour. 

Paula Gerber-Jones, a lawyer 

specialising in the area of construction 

and building, encouraged people to 

look for new challenges, and step out 

of their 'comfort zone'. She is best 

known for her efforts in establishing 

the National Association of Women 

(NAWIC) in Australia, an organisation designed to support 

women in what is still a very male dominated industry. Paula 

has spent a decade overseas, including some time as a real 

'LA Lawyer' in California. 

A highlight of the Mentor Breakfast 

was the drawing of a name of the 

winner of a fabulous Compaq Presario 

PC, valued at $3,000, generously 

provided by Compaq Computer 

Australia Pty Ltd. Veronica Blay, a 

Guide who attends Merrilands College in Reservoir, won the 

competition for her school. 

The Mentor Breakfast was followed by a 

Mentor Workshop that gave students a 

great opportunity to access career 

skills and life skills. It's all part of 

guiding's commitment to prepare 

today's young women to be the 

Women of Note for the future. 

Helen Cameron 

Victoria 

GIA September 1997 - Vol. 18 No. 8 



hivering with expectation and pinching 

themselves to believe it was true 	 I was one of a group 

B ROWNSEA 
ISLAND 

HOLIDAY 

of leaders from seven countries who visited Brownsea Island 

as a day trip from the Festival of guiding event at Foxlease (in 

England) last year. 

For many involved in 

guiding 	and 	scouting, 

Brownsea Island, the 

birthplace of Scouting, is like 

Mecca. We all looked 

forward eagerly to this 

'pilgrimage' day with a 

childlike excited anticipation! 

Brownsea Island is in 

Poole Harbour in Dorset. It 

is an island of 500 acres with a fascinating history dating back 

to Viking raiders. It is now largely a sanctuary for wildlife—we 

were amazed to see where great stands of rhododendrons had 

been cleared to help preserve the red squirrels by allowing the 

regeneration of pine, their food supply. 

Following discussion with friends whilst on holiday, Lord 

Baden Powell was offered the use of their island for his 

experimental camp for boys. The camp was held in July -

August 1907, and there we were standing on the same place, 

exactly 89 years later! 

A scout troop was in camp when we visited—just looked 

like any other troop camp—a cluster of tents on cleared level 

land close to the water with low trees and scrub giving privacy. 

When the island was given to the National Trust in 1964, part 

of the agreement was that Guides and Scouts would have 

permanent use of the island for camps. 

Of major concern for the preservation of the island is the 

maintenance of the sea wall and the protection of the island 

from sea erosion. So much of the original campsite has been 

eroded away by the sea over the years. 

History tells us about BP's 

ten day camp for 20 boys, 

from 	different 	socio- 

economic backgrounds. BP 

believed strongly in the 

patrol system, and the boys 

were divided into four 

patrols - Bulls, Curlews, 

Ravens and Wolves. Each 

patrol had its own elected 

leader, and distinguishing 

colours, and the patrol leaders wore an arrowhead badge on 

their hats. 	The program included flagbreak ceremonial, 

physical exercises, all types of woodcraft and scouting games, 

cooking on open fires, patrol overnight bivouacs, and 

campfires with wonderful stories told by BP before closing 

prayers. 

Our day on Brownsea Island will be remembered by us 

all. The group of Portuguese Rangers and Leaders had 

carried their national and guide flags for a short service of 

reaffirmation of their Promise by the memorial stone. A special 

moment. 

We must never lose sight of BP's vision— young people 

of different backgrounds, working together through the patrol 

system, enjoying the out of doors and learning and practising 

skills for good citizenship. 

- Patsy Hughes 
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Molly and `Girraween .  at camp after 
ambushing the Guides with shaving cream! 

The Promise 
	Molly's Way 

Midst the tangles and trials of our world 

where ideals of youth so divide 

Like a beacon of hope with banner unfurled 

Stands the heritage of our Girl Guide. 

Staunch, sincere and considerate, 

Her creed is simple and clear 

With affection for all humanity: 

To preserve all that should be held dear. 

Faith, hope and charity: 

A kindred sister to all: 

True to her honour in every deed 

No matter whatever may befall. 

And as on the threshold of life she stands 

With its confusion and perplexities 

Along its pathway of righteousness 

She'll tread as though with ease 

Whilst looking forth to the future 

Though it be set with much turmoil and stress 

She'll courageously meet all its challenges 

with "I Promise to do my best" 

She'll reflect on the Law and the Promise 

That will keep her in very good stead 

While thankfully musing introspect 

On 'the plan' towards the long years ahead 

life for her will be wrought so much pleasure 

Gleaned from unselfish desire towards 

helping those in need 

while yet, her aims reach higher and higher. 

Around her, will nature's beauties unfold 

Keen to her sense of wonder 

And with her Maker, joyful alliance 

No mortal could dare put asunder. 

And renewed are the vows (to herself) 

While accepting her earthly bequests 

"Dear God, for ever and ever 

I Promise to do my best" 

Iris D Milton 

District Commissioner Ingham (1977)  

"It's really just not fair you know", said 

Molly to her Mum 

The other girls have all the fun, why is 

it I can't come? 

You are too young Molly, we've been 

through this before 

To be a Brownie Guide you know, you 

must be five or more. 

Molly couldn't bear it, each week she 

begged to go 

I can do all they do, just take me and 

I'll show. 

Then came the day in Molly's life. 

'twas there for all to see 

It stated in the GiA, only five she had 

to be. 

Molly was ecstatic, she couldn't wait to 

go 

She was five already, she didn't have 

to grow. 

She came along to Brownies, she 

enjoyed it every minute 

Then another problem reared its head, 

they said, "You're not really in it". 

What ever do you mean by that? Mum 

questioned her sad look. 

I can't salute at Brownie Ring, 

Until the Promise I have took! 

There was another wait ahead for 

Molly Henderson. 

She must be seven now they say, until 

she is sworn in. 

She thrived on games, she loved the 

craft, entertaining was her forte, 

But because she couldn't salute, she 

couldn't feel as they! 

The months did pass, on camp we 

went. Molly was a natural  

If ever was a Brownie born, was this 

little girl—that's factual. 

The last term came to an end, Molly 

was nearly seven 

"I can make my Promise when I come 

back", to Molly this was heaven. 

The first day back at Brownies, was 

Promise Day for three 

Molly was one of these wee girls.More 

happier she couldn't be. 

She stood before me on that morn, 

her Promise came from the heart. 

She finally saluted, she was at last a 

part. 

She told her Mum how proud she was, 

to wear her uniform and salute. 

Not half as proud as I sweet Molly, to 

write this little tribute. 

Pam "Girraween" Gunn 

1st Mudjimba Brownies 

Tibrogargan Region, Queensland 

Promise Day at last. 

Junior Leader, Lauren Cavenaugh 

with Rebecca Mc William. Molly 

Henderson and Abbey Blanchfield. 
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GET 

ON YOUR 

BIKE 

GIRLS! 

WE'RE GOING FOR A 

 

RIDE! 

Tasmania's Cormiston Guides were looking for a challenge 

to combine with their sleepover. Having experienced a short 

bike hike during one of their weekly meetings, these 7 to 10 

year olds felt they could manage a longer ride. 

To find somewhere flat and relatively free of traffic in and 

around Launceston was a challenge in itself, but leader Julie 

Miller suggested the Guides ride from the historic township of 

Evandale to the National Trust property of Clarendon, 20 km 

away. 

The girls met at the local council hall in Evandale where 

they checked road safety rules and prepared for their cyclist 

badge. Tyres were pumped up, seats adjusted and hand 

signals practiced before they were ready for their ride. The 

Guides, Leaders and parents set off in staggered groups each 

with three Guides and an adult. There were three parents in 

cars as a back up if needed. 

The hour and a half ride was 

uneventful with only a couple of 

Guides needing a rest and a car 

pick up before continuing. The 

adults were very pleased to put 

their feet up when they arrived at 

the historic home while the girls 

explored the play equipment. The 

group enjoyed a tour of Clarendon 

with a tour guide who regaled the 

keen listeners with stories about the 

old house. 

The ride back to Evandale saw  

all girls and adults challenging themselves even further as not 

one person needed a rest or pick up. Maybe the thought of ice-

creams on their return spurred them on to greater things! 

Sunday morning involved a visit to the well-known Evandale 

market where the Guides could spend their own pocket money 

before being collected at the hall by their parents. 

Julie was impressed with the ability of the girls to stick at the 

task and enjoy the challenge. A 20 km bike ride by an eight 

year old on a 12 inch wheel sized bike is an amazing effort. 

Cormiston Guides has interested and involved parents who 

support the girls and Leaders in their program ideas. The 

parents who tackled this sleepover thought it was a great 

opportunity to relax, get physical and enjoy the girls. They were 

pleased to be invited to be a part of the Unit. All activities are 

open to parents and that is how I found an Assistant Leader! 

Julie Miller 

Cormiston Guides 

Tasmania 

Cormiston Guides learning to read a Sun Dial at 
Clarendon Historic House: Photo: Julie Miller 
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GiA Survey 
Let us know what you want in your magazine! 

Name: 	  Age of the girls in your unit• 	  

Address: 	  

Suburb: 	  State: 	  Postcode: 	 

Daytime telephone: 	  DOB: 	  

What year did you first begin subscribing to GiA• 	  

Are you a: ❑ Leader 	❑ Support Group Member ❑ Trefoil Guilder ❑ Guiding Parent 

Tick the box which best describes your feelings about GiA 
1=dislike 3=Like it a little 5 = like it a lot 7= fabulous 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Design ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 

Colour used (green) ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 

Content ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 

Please rate which section of GiA you find most relevant. Please mark at least five. 
1= most relevant 	10 = least relevant 

❑ Program ideas 
	

❑ Today's Women 

❑ Internet information 
	

❑ Snippets from the states 

❑ International news 
	

❑ Guiding articles 

❑ When nature calls 
	

❑ Your Say 

❑ Post Box 
	

❑ National News 

What would you like to see in GiA? Please mark at least five. 
1=every issue 2= Every second issue 3= three times per year 4 = once per year 5 = never 

❑ Program ideas 

❑ Fundraising strategy ideas 

❑ Trefoil Guild Update 

❑ Training Report Updates 

❑ Healthy Living Report  

❑ State pages 

❑ Profile on campsites/activity centres 

❑ Profile on Commissioners/Office Bearers 

❑ Buy, swap and sell page. 

❑ other (please specify) 	  

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. Please return it by post to Editor, 
GiA magazine, PO Box 6, Strawberry Hills, NSW, 2012, or fax to (02) 9319 7453. 
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YO U 

BY MARTYN 

NOTHING IN THE FRIDGE? DON'T WORRY! 

MARTYN ROBINSON FROM THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM GIVES US HIS 

TIPS FOR TURNING LADYBIRDS, TERMITES AND MOTHS INTO 

MOUTHWATERING DELICACIES. 

ell I thought I'd continue with the insect 

theme and do a small article on insect 

food. NOT what insects eat but what 

insects we can eat—and how. 

I imagine several of you out there are 

squirming with revulsion but have a bit of a think about it first. 

Do you eat prawns, crabs, lobsters? They're second cousins to 

insects with none too 'clean' diets (dead animal and plant 

matter scavenged off the bottom in many cases) yet they are 

regarded as delicacies! What about your oysters and mussels? 

Cousins to the garden slugs! As a matter of trivia, it was very 

difficult initially to market prawns in Australia in the early days 

of the industry. Apart from a few people who knew them from 

overseas or were game to experiment most Australians 

thought their resemblance to grasshoppers was too great! 

Other people around the world regularly eat insects—in 

various parts of Asia crickets, beetles, cicadas, and waterbugs 

are regularly added to the wok. In parts of Africa the locust 

plagues which bring dread to the farmers bring a bountiful 

supply of fresh protein to others in a land where famine can be 

common. It's a nice case of fair's fair really—the locusts eat the 

crops so we'll eat the locusts! 

The witchetty grubs and bogong moths are well known 

Australian examples and maybe some of the more 

adventurous of us have tried them. 	Judging by the prices 

they fetch in Bush Food Restaurants they've certainly reached 

delicacy status. 

Next time the old wattle tree in the back yard starts to 

'dissolve' into a pile of "sawdust" call up the nearest bush food 

supply company and ask them to make you an offer (because 

the fat white grubs it's full of are they ones you eat. Just don't 

spray them with insecticide first!). Have I whet your appetite? 

Which ones can you eat? Aren't some of them poisonous? 

Well certainly some insects are poisonous and some 

aren't tasty. Only eat the white or cream wood boring grubs 

(the larvae of beetles or moths) found in wattle, eucalypt or 

other non poisonous plants. 

Certainly don't eat those you'd find in Black Bean or 

Oleander trees just in case ... 

You can also eat any dull coloured moths and plain green 

or brown grasshoppers (both of which go pink when cooked, 

just like prawns!) Avoid any which have bright coloured 

patches or spots—they probably taste bad. For the rest of the 

insects you're on your own. 

How about a few recipes? 

Well here's one of mine—Termite omelette! 

When the flying termites gather around your outside lights 

collect as many as you can and store them overnight in an 

open topped jar. In the morning they should have all dropped 

their wings which can be blown away if they are tipped into a 

shallow pyrex dish. Prepare a nonstick frying pan for an 

omelette (use a little olive oil), break two eggs into a bowl, add 

some chopped chives, a little skim milk, and one crushed 

weetbix or similar and mix together. When the pan is the right 

temperature pour in the mix and as it sets shake the termites 

over it (the heat kills them instantly, but if you're worried you 

can freeze them first to kill them painlessly—then add them!) 

Fold omelette (or turn it over according to preference) and 

serve. Still not convinced? Wow, you'll never eat insects! 

Ever had real Cochineal food colouring in a dessert? 

That's been made from the crushed bodies of the Cochineal 

beetles related to Ladybirds! 

Bon appetite. 



Heading  IN  THE 

RIGHT LDI R.  C1LION? 

A s a Guide Leader of over twenty years, a Guide and 

Brownie before that, and a stay-at-home mum of 

over thirty years, I am sad to see the way that 

guiding is heading. We only have to look at GiA of today and 

compare it to the GiA of not so many years ago to see that 

the values of guiding have changed. Some of these changes 

are for the better, and we must move with the 

times, but more importantly I think we should 

take the good values of past times with us 

into the future. 

To me it seems as though the value of true 

womanhood is being left behind by technology 

and the quest to be as able as men in all 

fields. I think we should be telling, teaching 

and showing the girls that there is no more 

valued career than motherhood instead of 

demeaning stay-at-home mums. How often 

do we see women of high profile eg, 

lawyers, judges, business executives, held up 

to show that women can achieve. To me a far 

greater achievement is four or more grown 

up, well adjusted children who look back on childhood with 

memories of walks home from school with mum, dad coming 

home from work to play footy or cricket in the backyard or even 

a game on the computer, family picnics and gardening 

sessions. Everyone being equal with their own importance 

and pride in themselves and their achievements, doing their 

best at their chosen activities. I am saying that this is an option 

and not to be looked down on; it is for some, not for everyone. 

Surely I am not the only Guide Leader who thinks that 

home skills, budgeting (being thrifty) and child care 

management are still important, and yet our guiding 

program seems to be dropping these values for world 

environment, corporate skills, networking; these are important 

of course, but so are the family skills. How many Women of 

Substance 2000 will be stay-at-home mums? I am a mum, a 

foster mum, an aunty, a Guide Leader, grandmother, daughter, 

daughter-in-law, sister. I care for the environment, people in 

other lands whose lives are different to mine. I value people's 

rights to live as they choose without discrimination and I 

accept that women choose to be career people, and mothers 

and wives. I also expect people to value and allow me to 

choose to be a stay-at-home mum and give me the esteem 

which I believe I deserve. 

I do not have to earn thousands of dollars 

to have self-esteem and be a woman of 

substance, I have and I am because I love 

my life and enjoy all the work that I do. What 

more can a person wish. I enjoy being a 

Guide Leader and I try to impress upon my 

Guides to do their best all the time, to Be 

Prepared for any event all the time. To 

believe in a God and respect their Queen and 

Country (the one they were born in and the 

one they live in, in some cases). 

Are we forgetting the quiet non-adventurous 

girl, the girl who is highly academic (often left 

out of the crowd at school), but until now 

always accepted on her level at Guides, the Extension 

Guides and the low achievers? These girls need to know 

that guiding is for them (or is it now?) I would like to think it is, 

but the advertising for the new program says otherwise. 

I feel the emphasis of guiding is unbalanced at the 

moment; time will tell, and yes, I did take part in the surveys 

and questionnaires and made my point then. 

Yours in Guiding 

Ninkera 

Chris Kemsley 

"TO ME IT SEEMS 

THE VALUE OF 

MOTHERHOOD 

AND TRUE 

WOMANHOOD 

ARE BEING LEFT 

BEHI ND..." 
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A plea 
for help! 

Many years ago, one of our members attending a 

Training in Sydney was asked by an older Trainer if she 

had visited a Memorial Seat in Commonwealth Park. As 

our member was so busy trying to retain more training 

information, the details of the seat slipped her mind. Telling 

the story at a Guild meeting, we decided to make it a 

project and try to find the seat and the Guide it was named 

after. 

One sunny day, we met at Commonwealth Park. broke 

up into small groups and set out to try and find this seat. 

The exercise did everyone the world of good, but we did 

not find the seat. However, what we did find was a 

memorial arbor to Sybil Howie Irving—a Victorian Girl 

Guide that none of us knew anything about. We contacted 

Victorian Headquarters and they supplied very interesting 

details from their Archives. 

Since then, we have questioned older local Guides, 

searched the ACT Archives, and asked local ladies who 

were Guides during the years prior to the Second World 

War for information. Some ladies remembered attending a 

memorial service for someone in the days prior to the 

present Commonwealth Park being landscaped. but 

unfortunately we are still having trouble finding out any 

information we can use to locate this elusive Memorial 

Seat. 

We suspect that this Seat may have been removed due 

to damage caused by weather, but should we be able to 

locate the spot, our Trefoil Guild is prepared to check out 

the details and enquire about the possibility of replacing 

this Memorial Seat. 

Is there anyone who reads GIA anywhere in Australia 

who can help us in our quest? 

Mrs Anne Dawson 

Laidback Trefoil Guild 

ACT 

Most readers will be aware that Hong Kong has now returned 

to Chinese sovereignty. Recently I received a number of 

requests from Amy, my Post Box counterpart in Hong Kong. At 

the end of her list of requests Amy wrote "Hope more contact 

will be made between Australia and Hong Kong". 

What can each of us do to make Amy's hopes come true? 

The answer is still the same old story—tell the girls you work 

with about Post Box! 

Undoubtedly, Hong Kong will be the focus of the world's 

attention in the immediate future and will be an interesting 

country for our Guides to have contact with. 

I am sure that all Australian Guides have positive thoughts 

towards our sister Guides in Hong Kong, and that more of our 

older Guides will ask for Post Box links there. At present, the 

English language is well known in Hong Kong, but it may be that 

Cantonese and Mandarin become the official languages of the 

school system in the not too distant future. Therefore, requests 

for links with Hong Kong Guides should be made as soon as 

possible and I would urge all Leaders to encourage Guides in 

the 12 to 16 age group to apply. 

Interstate requests have been very slow recently and it would 

help if Leaders working with younger Guides (under 9) could 

encourage their particiaption in this aspect of Post Box. I know 

Bev Madden will be delighted to hear from our younger 

members. 

Three quarters of the year is already gone and Christmas is 

fast approaching. Now is the time to think about sending your 

greetings overseas. It is also the right time to apply for a pen pal 

if you want to make contact for Thinking Day 1998. 

Pat James 

Australian Post Box Secretary 
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❖ The Laid Back Trefoil Guild-who 
are they and what have they been up 

to? 

❖ The return of the State Pages! 

❖ Kiribati Update 

❖ Spooky program ideas for Halloween 

❖ Introducing Christine Ryder—o 
new National Executive Officer 

❖ and more 	 

GiA 
The official magazine of Guides Australia 

President: Her Excellency, Lady Deane 
Vice-President: Lady Price, CMG, OBE 

Helen Christian 
Chief Commissioner for Australia: 

Janette Lockhart Gibson, AM 
Editor: 

Catherine Milne 
Graphic Designers 

Catherine Milne, Anthony Cook 
Staff Writer: 

Catherine Milne 
State Editors: 

Ann Wyrill, Old, Robin Brown, NSW 
Jean Cole, Vic, Joan Bunker, Tas 

Kay Crittenden, SA, 
Peta Barker, Lyn Gilpin, Assistant, WA 

Proof Reading: Sue Bullock 
Published by: Guides Australia Incorporated, 

PO Box 6, 
Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

Tel: (02) 9319 7206 Fax: (02) 9319 7453 

Printed by: Champion Print, NSW. 
Tel: (02) 9353 0523 

Advertising: Rate cards are available from each 
state headquarters and Guides Australia. With 

the exception of our own merchandise, GiA does 
not endorse the advertisers in this magazine, or 

their products or services. 

Material in this magazine is available to other 
Guide and Scout magazines except where 

copyright restrictions are indicated. Editors may 
reproduce articles without permission, but credit 

would be appreciated. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
10 issues per year (February - November) $26.80 
within Australia, $28.50 Asia Pacific Region, 
$31.00 outside Australia. Write to GiA Subscriptions, 
PO Box 6, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINES 
For enquiries regarding subscriptions and 

change of address: 
Phone Monday to Friday (9am-4pm EST) 

(02) 9319 7206 of fax us on (02) 9319 7453 
or mail letters to: Guides Australia, PO Box 6, 

Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

STATE HEADQUARTERS 

Girl Guides Association (Queensland, Australia) 
Incorporated 
9 Butterfield Street, Herston 4006 
PO Box 739, Fortitude Valley 4006 
Phone: (07) 3252 3061 
Fax: (07) 3252 4814 

Girl Guides Association (New South Wales) 
1 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills 2010 
PO Box K974, Haymarket 1240 
Phone: (02) 9698 3322 
Fax: (02) 9690 1030 

Guides Victoria 
20 Russell Street, Melbourne 3000 
Phone: (03) 9654 7911 
Fax: (03) 9650 2436 

Girl Guides Association (Tasmania) 
25 Kirksway Place, Battery Point 7004 
Phone: (03) 6223 6919 
Fax: (03) 6224 3484 

Guides (South Australia) Incorporated 
278 South Terrace, Adelaide 5000 
Phone: (08) 8223 2613 
Fax: (08) 8224 0934 

The Girl Guides Association Western Australia (Inc) 
107 Wellington Street, East Perth 6004 
PO Box 6089 East Perth 6892 
Phone: (09) 9325 2444 
Fax: (09) 9421 1113 

Guides Northern Territory (Inc) 
55 Ross-Smith Avenue, Parap 0820 
PO Box 2 Parap 0804 
Phone: (08) 8981 3628 
Fax: (08) 8941 1147 



vir 11 I Uo 
PROMISE BADGE SURVEY 

Have a look at the badges b 

Promise Badge you wold like t 

year. You may like to ask the gi 

what they think. 

o my dui 
Gold Coloured 

Blue Border 

Seven Point Federation Star 

Guides Australia Name Plate 

Silver Coloured 

Blue Border 

Seven Point Federation Star 

Guides Australia Name Plate 

Gold Coloured 

Blue Border 

Seven Point Federation Star 

No Guides Australia Name Plate 

Silver Coloured 

Blue Border 

Seven Point Federation Star 

No Guides Australia Name Plate 

I would like (please tick) 

❑ Badge A 

LI 	Badge B 

LI 	Badge C 

1,J1 	Badge D 

Promise Badge Survey 
Guides Australia 

PO Box 6 
Strawberry Hills NSW 

2010 

as the new Promise Badge or fax to (02) 9319 7453 



design a poster 

competition 

   

Design a 
poster 

for Clean 
Up The 

World 

  

   

yogArsglf a Compaq 
resario C.omputer 

 

    

    

     

     

      

he fifth annual Clean 

Up the World, held in 

conjunction 	with 	the 

United 	Nations 	Environment 

Program, will be staged over the 

weekend 	of 	September 	19-21, 

1997. 	This 	year, 	Compaq 	and 

Clean Up the World are offering 

Guides aged five to 18 years the 

chance to win a fantastic Compaq 

Presario 	computer 	valued 	at 

approximately $3,000. 

why:  to encourage Guides across 

the globe to participate in 

Clean Up The World Day 

prize:  a fantastic Compaq 

Presario Computer! 

by when:  10th February 1998 

find out:  in this edition of GiA . 

COMPAQ. 

who: for Guides aged 5-18 

GUIDES 
AUSTRALIA 


	GIA1997_0253
	GIA1997_0254
	GIA1997_0255
	GIA1997_0256
	GIA1997_0257
	GIA1997_0258
	GIA1997_0259
	GIA1997_0260
	GIA1997_0261
	GIA1997_0262
	GIA1997_0263
	GIA1997_0264
	GIA1997_0265
	GIA1997_0266
	GIA1997_0267
	GIA1997_0268
	GIA1997_0269
	GIA1997_0270
	GIA1997_0271
	GIA1997_0272
	GIA1997_0273
	GIA1997_0274
	GIA1997_0275
	GIA1997_0276
	GIA1997_0277
	GIA1997_0278
	GIA1997_0279
	GIA1997_0280
	GIA1997_0281
	GIA1997_0282
	GIA1997_0283
	GIA1997_0284
	GIA1997_0285
	GIA1997_0286
	GIA1997_0287
	GIA1997_0288

