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FROM OUR STATE COMMISSIONER , , , 
"To most of us the phrase 'a real Guide' 

suggests a certain quality of person. It is 
our job as Guiders to help each girl in the 
Company to become "a real Guide". We use 
all our Guide methods for this purpose: the 
Patrol System with its valuable training in 
responsibility, leadership, team work, and 
the beginnings of successful personal rela
tionships; games, teaching good sportsman
ship, control and obedience to rules; outdoor 
activities, and especially camping, providing 
training in resource, initiative, and apprecia· 
tion of the wonder and beauty of Creation; 
tests, needing perseverance and patience, 
and the achievement of a good standard; 
and, of course, the Promise and Law, which 
is the foundation of all Guiding." 

The above is taken from the introduction 
to "The Guide Way of Life" and was written 
by Miss G. M. Clayton, Guide Adviser, Com
monwealth H.Q., 1948-54. 

At this time, when we have taken up the 
challenge of 1971 and are making plans to 
assure progress of our aims in our own 
special and individual area of activity in 
Guiding, it is vital that we see clearly our 
objective and truly believe in the job we 
have undertaken. We talk of the "Guide 
way of life"; do we try to live it and, by our 
example, communicate this system to the 
young people in our care? 

Undeniably we need finance for the con
duct of our Organisation, but let us never 
lose sight of our primary purpose - the 
training of our girls to be good citizens, 
leaders, happy and well-adjusted members of 
the community. The time we are privileged 
to have the girls is comparatively short -
fund raising activities can be very time con
suming - could this time be put to better 
use? The annual "Cents for Service" driv( 
should be a concentrated, well-planned even t 
resulting in: 

1. The Guide having an opportunity to 
make a tangible return for member
ship; 

2. The Company being able to achieve (in
dividually and collectively) some advan
tage for local Guiding; 

3. The Movement being brought to the 
favourable attention of the general pub
lic in local areas; 

4. Sufficient company funds to cover regu
lar expenses for the year. 
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It also seems desirab le for Guides to raise 
money for special causes - this often being 
the only way to offer assistance, but let us 
give erious consideration to the manner in 
which the money is obtained. Everything we 
10 in the name of Guiding must be for one 
result - the training of our members -
should we be looking for only the EASIEST 
ways of making money? We COULD go into 
the burglary business, of course! 

The question of participation in various 
forms of ". . . thons" (walka-, swima-, 
climba-, etc.) occurred with increasing fre
quency during 1970 and consideration of 
many requests for permission to take part 
was given by Headquarters. The value re
ceived in public relations was frequently 
good and the financial results sometimes 
astounding. With accumulated experience 
we (principally Miss Macartney) formulated 
a list of safeguards and so were able to alert 
Commissioners of possible dangers. In spite 
of complete co-operation in these matters we 
have been left with a feeling of dis-ease 
about the element of begging inherent in the 
obtaining of sponsorship by the Guides. 

It i most interesting to note that, in a 
recent edition of "The Scouter (U.K.)" this 
subject was under discussion; the following 
excerpt are offered to provoke your consid
eration: 

"There is no doubting that these walks 
raise money, but are they the best u e of 
youngsters' time and energy?" 

"Some newspapers ... suggested that local 
Scouts could give 'on the spot' help to those 
in need rather than walk up and down ... to 
raise cash for local charities." 

(Continued on page 219) 
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THE CHANGING ROLE OF WOMEN 
1970 may well be remembered as the year 

in which we became aware of the changing 
role of women in our society - it has been 
the year of "Women's Lib", with bra burn
ings and demonstrations in America, feature 
articles in national newspapers and maga
zines, and T.v. specials lampooning women's 
desire and ability to playa significant part 
in business or government. 

But we cannot simply chuckle at the radi
cals, and return to the dishes and the ironing 
complacent that our wife and mother role 
will never change, because there are other 
changes fundamental to the shape of our 
society which are inevitably changing the 
role of women as we know it today. For it 
has also been the year in which our govern
ment has promoted retraining programmes 
for women in the workforce, and vaguely 
offered subsidies . for daycare centres for 
children. 

We live in a time of rapid social change in 
all areas of life. This is clearly seen in 
emerging nations like New Guinea, where 
the clash of rural and urban cultures, the 
generation gap and changing educational 
needs are all too obvious, and the adminis
tration is developing programmes to meet 
these crisis points. Some of the changes in 
our society are also producing problems in 
need of urgent attention, but they are often 
more complex and difficult to assess. The 
problems of women are in this category. 
A 1969 survey on emotional disorders pre
senting to doctors in the eastern States 
showed that housewives, as an occupational 
group, had a disproportionately high rate of 
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breakdowns. Many Melbourne doctors are 
concerned at the number of women in 
middle class suburbs with emotional prob
lems and stress symptoms. These seem to 
occur in two main groups - the young 
married woman with several small children 
who feels isolated and trapped in her com
fortable suburban house; and the early 40's 
group who face an identity crisis as their 
children become self sufficient and they need 
to find new purpose and activities to fill 
their lives. 

The causes of these crises are probably 
multiple and complex; experts in town plan
ning and environment place much blame on 
poor town planning, lack of community 
groupings, and very inadequate public trans
port; a psychiatrist places blame on an 
educational system planned primarily for 
boys, which produces girls whose attitude to 
success and meaning in life finds little satis
faction in a suburban home where she is 
isolated and reduced to what often seem to 
be menial, repetitive activities. 

There are also other changes shown up by 
census statistics - more women are marry
ing, they are marrying younger, they have 
fewer children, and they will live longer 
than women of 20 or more years ago. Thus 
if a girl marries at 21, and has three children 
within five years of marriage, by the age of 
40 her youngest is in high school and she 
faces a further 35 years of life. At this time 
in Australian development women are 
needed in the workforce; however this may 
well be a short lived phase as many experts 
predict shorter working hours and more 
leisure for all, before the end of the century. 
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What then of the roles of wife and 
mother? Perhaps "Women's Lib" is making 
a meaningful comment on the place of 
women when they ask for equality on the 
basis of our common humanity, rather than 
women being defined by their biological 
functions. Certainly the urgent need to con
trol population growth, coupled with the de
velopment of reliable contraceptives, gives 
women a choice of roles not open to them 
before in the history of the human race. 

But most of us dislike change; only the 
brave went into midis six months ago, the 
rest of us are still watching warily to see 
which way fashion will go before buying new 
clothes! And who dictates change? If 
fashion houses in Paris dictate the hemline, 
who dictates the overall changes in society? 
- do we have any choices? Again these 
questions are addressed to highly complex 
situations and experts from many areas: 
psychology, sociology, education, economics 
and many other fields are all involved. The 
Guide movement is also involved, as the 
hand books presuppose and reinforce con
cepts that girls should play certain roles in 
society. 

A sociologist has pOinted out that while 
people accept authority in stable societies, 
where there is rapid change it is healthy and 
necessary that authority should be ques-

"Our youth now love lUXury. 
They have bad manners, contempt 
for authority; they show disrespect 
for their elders, and they love to chatter 
instead of exercise. Children are now 
tyrants, not the servants of their house
holds. They no longer rise when elders 
enter the room. They contradict their 
parents, chatter before company, gobble 
their food and tyrannise their teachers." 

The good old days? 

Socrates the Greek philosopher wrote this 
between the years B.C. 469-399. 
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tioned and structures and groups should be 
flexible and able to adapt to changing needs . 

Certainly in Australia today there seem 
to be many young people who hold very dif
ferent ideas about society, and their place 
in it, to those we used to accept. They have 
developed these ideas as they have grown 
up in a world vastly changed from the more 
secure and limited world of pre-World War 
II, when many of us formed our picture of 
what the world was about. Many of our 
certainties about the existence of God, the 
creation of the universe, the meaning of life 
and commonly held values of authority, 
morals and national loyalties are being ques
tioned. 

I don't pretend to have solutions or reme
dies, but what is urgent is that we should 
not be afraid of change. The Guide Move
ment, which is so involved in shaping the 
attitudes and values of girls, has a tremen
dous challenge before it. It can cling to the 
past and try to remain the same; it can 
wait to see how "fashions in women's role" 
are changing and follow the fashions ; or it 
can seek to explore the basis of these 
changes, sift the meaningful from the value
less and become a leading force in helping 
girls find new roles, which will shape a 
better society. 

CROYN WHITEHEAD 

An acknowledged wise man once said: 

"There are those, teacher and student alike, 

who bemoan their times as los t. . . . 

"With long hair unkempt and bodies un

washed, they would lay down the philosophy 

of their times and persuade all others with 

their constant denigrations and mournful 

fears. 

"They are sick, and would inflict their sick

ness on all who ignore or deride them." 

Confucius, the Chinese philosopher, said 

that 25 centuries ago. 
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A HAPPENING AT 

Dear Matilda, 
During the school vacation an Arts and 

Crafts Festival was conducted for Guides 
and Brownies - as an experiment. 

For a fee of 20 cents daily girls could at
tend as many of the planned half or full day 
sessions as they wished. 

The festival was arranged by Miss Sophie 
Wirth, who gave a great deal of time and 
thought to the many crafts planned. 

Cost of materials ranged from five cents to 
40 cents, and the large, air conditioned work 
area soon became a hive of activity. Excite
ment ran high as coloured cakes of soap be
came fabulous jewel boxes, nimble fingers 
stitched felt toys, arranged mosaic pictures, 
made playful pois, practical net bath clean
ers; minds concentrated on designs for 
plastic tubing mats and fabric prints; exotic 
paper flowers began to bloom and brilliant 
petals emerged from tins of plastic film to 
become fantasy fun flowers. 

The glue pot worked overtime sticking 
shell mice together, and the Guides waited, 
not so patiently, for enamel pendants and 
pin trays to bake in the kiln. Leather chok
ers and wrist bands were very popul'ar, as 
was the basket weaving. 

While the festival was in progress the 
Brownies and Guides saw various parts of 
Melbourne during the luncheon breaks. We 
visited interesting parts of the Fitzroy and 

HEADQUARTERS 

Alexandra Gardens, and viewed the city from 
the top of the C.M.L. buildings. 

Three bus trips were arranged too -
travelling to South Melbourne beach to col
lect shells for our "animals", and -on to War
randyte, where the girls panned for gold. I 
would like to thank Miss Joan Fitzpatrick for 
showing the prospectors "how to do it" . 
Two Brownies and a Guide "struck it rich". 

On the last afternoon headquarters' staff 
were invited to afternoon tea, and to view a 
display of our work. On behalf of all the 
departments at H.O. Miss Carter accepted 
gifts of various crafts, and a presentation 
was made to Miss Wirth, whose untiring as
sistance was appreciated by us all. 

In all over 660 girls attended the activities 
- some originally booked for a few days 
and came for the whole three weeks. I at
tended as a learner for the first week and 
returned as a helper for the last week. 1 
thoroughly enjoyed myself, and hope this 
activity, which was a great success, is carried 
out next Christmas holidays. 

I would like to thank H.O.'s staff, Miss 
Wirth, the Guiders, Rangers and L.A. mem
bers and parents who came to give their 
patience and help while the activities were 
progressing. 

Amanda Watson, 
5th North Kew Guide Co. 

"CENTS FOR SERVICE" 17th-24th APRIL, 1971 

"Cents for Service" literature is 
available for collection from Head
quarters. If you have not yet collec
ted your parcel please do so now. 

If the dates planned for "Cents for 
Service" do not suit your area, they 
may be altered but please notify 
Headquarters of any change. 

A press letter containing general 
information on "Cents for Service" 
will be sent in early April to all 
major city and provincial mass 
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media. This is being done to assist 
you in making known this annual 
self-help fund raising scheme and, 
to help further, a suggested draft of 
a press letter for your area will be 
included in the February Commis
sioners' Newsletter. It is suggested 
that included in this letter should 
be the manner in which the girls 
will be earning their "Cents", the 
number of girls involved locally, and 
the use to which previous monies 
gained have been put. 
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RANGER/ROVER 
ROPE " N" RESCUE WEEKEND 

The date was set, the place was booked, 
the time arranged. After a series of rather 
confused(?) Ranger/Rover council meetings 
where we planned and plotted, the weekend 
had finally arrived. 

Cars carrying Rangers and Rovers, and 
one bus, wended their way down to Camp 
Wilkin, Anglesea, on the Friday night. Bot
tom or top bunks were grabbed, according 
to taste, balance, or (need I say it) age. 
That night, as it was quite late by the time 
most of us arrived, we decided not to do 
anything strenuous, so we showed a few 
films, mostly on Ranger activities such as 
the Regatta and the Train Trek (with many 
of us trying to pick out ourselves amongst 
the crowd, and blushing when we did). The 
Rovers sat stunned as the Ranger stars of 
stage and screen fooled around in front of 
the camera. After supper we finally man
aged to push everyone off to bed, in readi
ness for the tough day ahead. We are some
times told that Rangering makes you hardy 
and able to sleep without the aid of the 
mechanical marvels of our age, BUT, one 
Guide (who will remain anonymous) had 
dared to bring her electric blanket. 

Saturday morning saw us up right on the 
dot of 7 a.m. We raced to awaken the rest 
of the mob with a trumpet solo by the Mal
vern City Glee Club, or some such thing, over 
our P.A. system. With the usual grinds and 
groans, and the blue faces of two Rovers 
who had been mad enough to go for an early 
morning swim, another day began. 

Breakfast was duly devoured and cleared 
away, patrols organised and all we needed 
was for the police to arrive. Wait for it -
they were not coming to arrest us, but they 
were to show us the finer points of cliff 
climbing and rescue. Ten o'clock was sup
posed to be their time of arrival, but (like a 
few others!) they got lost, and finally turned 
up around 11. However, they were fairly 
quick at getting the wheels turning, and soon 
Rangers and Rovers (who'd have thought 
they could do it) were climbing down the 
perilous descent with all the grace of 
Nureyev in a diving suit. Luckily there were 
no real mishaps except for one Ranger who 
tried to go up the rope instead of down, and 
another who got herself somewhat tangled 
up. Unfortunately nothing happened to the 
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Rovers! Anyway, we thought the cliff-hang
ing quite a hit. 

While one group was "cliffing it" the other 
two groups (each group numbered approxi
mately 18) were playing football, or archery. 
The Grand Final had nothing on our football 
matches, with the Rangers beating the Rov
ers outright. You could say that what we 
lost in grace on the cliffs, we gained on the 
football field. We were all fairly tired, but it 
was such a sunny day that late in the after
noon, we all trekked down to the beach 
again and some brave souls practised for the 
"Cross the Pacific Swim" (our next R/R fix
ture) in the freezing water. Others, more 
intellectually minded, built a large sand
castle equipped with eyes, nose, etc., and 
called "Ranger Ruth". Back at camp, the 
next activity was to make ourselves look 
respectable for our "formal dinner", with 
everyone miraculously transformed into full 
uniform. It was a wonderful meal, the 
cooks surpassed themselves, and the atmos
phere was just great. 

Our last activity for the day was our really 
spectacular camp fire - it really went off 
with a whoosh (and how)! A couple of the 
Rovers had rigged it. Technical details are 
not necessary but the fire came zooming 
down the rope and into the fire they had 
made, which, all of a sudden, exploded into 
flames. It was really something to see. 
However it was a little hot to sit too close, 
which made hearing rather difficult, but we 
managed. We were aU thoroughly ex
hausted, but it had been a great day. 

Sunday, and we didn't quite make it up at 
7 a.m. We decided to have Ranger/Rover 
own up on the cliff tops, looking out over 
the sea, and we chose a spot where we could 
see the sun catching the water through the 
clouds. It was very inspiring because of 
the peace and quiet, along with the God
given gift of a beautiful morning. 

The rest of the day was used to listen to 
some very interesting speakers, who covered 
a wide range of subjects under the heading 
of Survival. Then came the tidying up with 
thank you's said all round for a truly fan
tastic camp. 

We would just like to say thank you again 
to all those who made it such a good week
end, and that includes just about everyone 
who went. And now - back to the drawing 
board for the next one. 

On behalf of the Ranger/Rover Council, 
FELICITY TURNBULL 
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WORLD RELIGIONS WEEKEND 

"Do we as Christians worship the same 
God as tha t of the Hindu and Jewish reli
gions?" 

This was the question we attempted to 
answer during our August Ranger fixture, 
and what an interesting one it proved to be! 

To start the weekend our speaker on 
Christianity left us somewhat confused. We 
all agreed that Christianity was the hardest, 
of all the religions to understand. 

Our speaker on the Islam religion was 
unanimously popular, leaving us feeling as 
if we were authorities on that religion, it 
was explained so clearly to us. We learnt 
that this religion is a way of life, filled with 
daily prayer and belief in Mohamed, their 
ultimate aim in life, a ' pilgrimage to Mecca. 

Through our excellent speaker on Bud-
dhism we learnt that it is more a way of life 
than any of the other religions because Bud
dhists live within their own morals and self 
discipline plays an essential part in their 
lives. There are no set standards but there 
are suggested ones, leaving it up to the indi
vidual to set his own moral code, 

Our speaker on Judaism explained a great 
deal about the religious significance of the 
dress and ritual of this ancient religion. We 
learnt of the distinction between the classes 
of the religion, and of its historical calendar. 

The final speaker for the weekend spoke 
on Hinduism. He explained Eastern and 
Indian religions, their differences and simi
larities, and how Buddhism is linked to Hin
duism. We learnt about the theory of rein
carnation and the significance of some of the 
many gods of the Hindu religion. 

We all agreed that the Christian can bene
fit greatly in his or her life by learning of 
and adapting some of the finer points of all 
these religions. By learning about the prin
ciples of these other religions we can gain 
greater tolerance towards our fellow men. 

On the lighter side, on the Saturday, a 
Country and Western night was enjoyed by 
everyone. We square danced until late and 
it was the first time some of us managed to 
get warm, if not hot! 

All who attended the camp were most 
grateful to those who worked so hard to 
make it the success it was. 
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INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 
WEEKEND 

Combine the talents of Stradbroke, 1st 
Melbourne Greek Rangers, a fabulous Q.M., 
and three eminent psychiatrists with 60 
Rangers and you have the ingredients for a 
really successful weekend. 

To be able to relate to other people you 
must first take a good look at yourself and 
find out your reactions to different situa
tions. 

To the outsider these activities could ap
pear in a humorous light, but it was "learn
ing through fun". 

Saturday evening activities took us into 
another sphere of learning, when we relaxed 
and ate Greek food, saw two excellent Greek 
fi lms, and enjoyed learning Greek' songs and 
dances. 

Ranger's Own on Sunday helped too, for 
here we were able to relate our worship to 
that in other countries. 

Sessions during Sunday were aimed at 
helping us find the necessary skills, in order 
to relate to other people and their problems. 
We were all amazed ,at the ease with which 
we discussed our personal problems and how 
difficult it was to counsel for others. To 
counsel you really needed to listen to the 
whole problem. The art of giving your com
plete attention to one thing is something we 
all need to practise! How easy it is to think 
you have listened to the whole when really, 
you have only heard about one-third of the 
problem. 

Our thanks to the convenors for a most 
stimulating - yet relaxed - weekend. 

Those of you who knew Mrs. Robinson, the 
Ranger Leader at Horsham, will be sad to 
hear of her death. Before becoming a 
Ranger Guider, "Robbie", as she was affec
tionately known, was a Brownie Guider, then 
a Guide Guider, at Drung. When Drung ran 
out of little girls "Robbie" took over the 
Ranger Unit in Horsham. She died on the 
24th January at the Wimmera Base Hospital 
where she had been ill for 14 months. During 
her long illness she had been greatly admired 
for her courage and cheerfulness. 
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THINKING DAY PRAYER 
(Translated from the Greek) 

Lord - this is the day 
that our thoughts travel 
from one to another 
from one land to another land. 

We are many and strong 
make us grow in number, and stronger in 

spirit -
we promised with loyalty to work 
for this world which is yours. 

Make it so that the uniform we wear 
is not for convenience or custom 
but the cloth which reminds us 
wha t we are - what we want to be. 

Make it so that the Law, 
which we promised to uphold 
is not just few words; but our life's effort -
the day's programme. 

When every morning dawns 
make it be - that the Promise 
comes to our aid. 
And every night, when weary from the day's 

labours, 
happy or sad for the hours we have spent, 
we pray to receive the night's rest. 

Please Lord, 
we are many and strong -
make us grow in numbers 
and make us stronger in spirit 
we promised with loyalty 
to work for this world which is yours. 
(taken from "Aids for Ranger Guiders", pub
lished by the Greek Girl Guides Association) 
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-Author unknown 
translated by Mrs. H. Withers 

CAMP RANGATAHI , 
NEW ZEALAND, 1971 

On the 3rd January a group of 54 Austra
lians left for Camp Rangatahi - a Jubilee 
camp to be held at the Tomoana Show
grounds, Hastings, New Zealand. 

This camp was quite an experience for us 
all as it comprised 2600 members of the 
movement - 96 overseas guests from 13 
countries present, and the welcome extended 
to us by the New Zealand people was tre
mendous. We were made to feel at home 
straight away. 

A day's outing to Napier with a visit to the 
kiwis and Marineland, a 12-mile hike to Cape 
Kidnapper and an outing to Fantasyland 
combined with optional activities (which )fi

cluded Maori culture of pois making and flax 
weaving, an adventure course, international 
entertainment, photography, astronomy - as 
well as rousing campfires) made camp life 
very full and enjoyable. 

With many sad farewells we left camp for 
varied tours of both North and South 
Islands, arriving home on the 26th. 

-J.E. 
The highlight of the camp, International 

Day, drew a large public attendance to pack 
the grandstand o\ierlooking the showgrounds 
oval. 

Guides from the Pacific Islands gyrated 
and sang in lilting harmony. 

The large Australian contingent provided 
songs in a national setting. 

Girls from Great Britain danced a horn
pipe and sang traditional numbers. 

A "solo" guide, Miss A. Costigan, of Malta, 
sang of her country. 

Petite and charming in her number one 
kimono, Japanese Masayo Noda drew loud
est applause for her graceful dance to the 
haunting refrain of "Sakura, Sakura" (Cherry 
blossom, cherry blossom). 

With 2500 guides at the camp, New Zeal
and's contribution was on the grand scale. 

Played in the centre of the oval, New 
Zealanders portrayed the catching of Maui's 
big fish, the birth of the land and the coming 
of the peoples, Polynesian and European. 

A tribute to those who during the past 60 
years worked to bring the Guide movement 
to its present high standard in New Zealand 
was paid by the Minister of Maori Affairs, 
Mr. MacIntyre. 

(From the story in "The Dominion" 
newspaper, New Zealand) 
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6th ALL INDIA JAMBOREE 

Well -we are home again after 40 weeks 
as guests of the Guides of India. We are 
bursting with news and are hoping that 
everyone is willing to listen. 

The purpose of our visit was to attend the 
6th All India Jamboree, which was held at 
the Aarrey Milk Colony in Bombay in De
cember. There were some 22,000 Guides and 
Scouts attending. 

Eleven overseas countrie sent 35 repre
sentatives, and each State of India sent con
tingents as well as the neighbouring coun
tries of Iran, Nepal and Pakistan. 

Most of the Guides and Scouts from the 
countries outside India stayed at the New 
Zealand hostel and visited the jamboree site 
daily. We had our meals with the State con
tingents and the girls prepared for us food 
that is eaten in their State. 

Many of them danced for us and showed 
us how to wear saris. 

The Jamboree was opened by the Minister 
[or Education and the ceremony was fol
lowed by a beautiful fireworks display. 

Most of the Scouts and Guides took part 
in Sill-o-rama - we made rope bridges and 
towers, and some Punjabi Guides had made 
one-man tents from ropes and scarves. There 
were also cooking displays. We were all im
pressed by the variety and quality of the 
gadgets made by the Indian Guides and 
Scouts. 

During the jamboree several pageants 
were s taged - these were "ery colourful and 
described something of India's fascinating 
culture. The grand campfire was a huge suc
cess too. The closing ceremony too was very 
impressive as representatives from every 
country and State marched round the arena. 
This was followed by the story of the history 
of Guiding, with particular reference to 
India. 

This visit was an experience we are look
ing forward to telling you much more about. 
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From the stories by: 
Rosemary Langley (Guider) and 

Lesley Hewitt (Guide) 

~ 
( 

GUIDES' JUBILEE 
The largest girls' organisation in the world, 

the Girl Guide Movement, held an inter-Faith 
service of thanksgiving, as a Jubilee Act of 
Worship at Wembley Pool. The occasion 
was tele"ised live nationally on Independent 
Television by London Weekend from 11 a.m. 
to 12 noon. 

The service was compiled by a committee 
of representatives of different faiths but was 
completely enacted by members of the Move
ment. 

Fifty Guides, Ranger Guides and young 
Guiders from the U.K. and overseas conduc
ted the service from the arena as Readers 
Narrators, Torch Bearers (representing th~ 
Guide Laws) and Law Speakers. At the 
finale of the· service, three small Brownies 
stayed in the centre of the arena represent
ing the future and continuance of the Guide 
Movement. 

The choir of 100 Ranger Guides and Guid
ers drawn from the U.K. led the vast congre
gation in the singing of hymns and folk 
songs, accompanied by the Band of the Cold
stream Guards. 

(From the "British Weekly", England) 

FROM HERE AND THERE 
AfghanIstan 

Led by ten Rover Scouts who are medical 
students at Kabul University, Rovers and 
Girl Rangers have established three immun
isation centres in support of the anti-cholera 
campaign. Younger Boy and Girl Scouts 
assist at the centres which are open from 
eight in the morning until eight in the even
ing. The vaccine is provided by the Ministry 
of Health and "house calls" are made to im
munise those who cannot get to the centres. 

Dedication of "Via Baden-Powell" Climaxes 
Scout World Photo-Painting Contest 

Over 500 black and white photos, colour 
photos, colour slides, paintings and, for the 
first time, sculptures, by Scouts, Guides and 
leaders of all ages were entered in the 6th 
World Scout Photo-Painting Contest held at 
Arco, Italy. At the same time over 350 
cyclists converged up on Arco for the "Rally 
Cyclistico" and as concluding highlight, a 
marble plaque was unveiled renaming a 
street in the centre of town "Via Baden
Powell"! a recognition of the public relations 
impact for Scouting that the contest and 
rally have upon the area. 

(From Scout World Bureau News) 
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CHIEF COMMISSIONER FOR 
THE COMMONWEALTH 

As you will have learned from last month's 
"Matilda" \"Ie are to have a visit to Victoria 
by Mrs. Derek Parker-Bowles, the Chief Com
missioner for the Commonwealth. 

Mrs. Derek Parker Bowles, who was ap
pointed Commonwealth Chief Commissioner 
in November, 1966, has been -an active mem
ber of the Guide movement since childhood. 

Mrs. Parker Bowles first held a warrant as 
Captain of an Enfield Company, then in 
Middlesex East as District and Division Com
mISSIOner. She has always given as much 
time as possible to Guiding notwithstanding 
her busy home life -and many interests. In 
1955 Mrs. Parker Bowles was warranted as 
Division Commissioner for Berkshire South 
and was later County Commissioner for that 
County. During her Guiding career Mrs. 
Parker Bowles has served on a number of 
committees -at C.H.Q. and in 1964, after two 
years as Deputy Chief Commissioner was 
-awarded the Beaver. In 1966 she was ap
pointed Chief Commissioner and in the same 
year was the Leader of the United Kingdom 
Delegation to the World Conference in Japan. 
She again led the U.K. Delegation to the next 
World Conference in Finland. 

During her term of office as Chief Com
missioner she has, through her outstanding 
leadership, steered the association through 
the launching -and implementation of the 
Eight Point Programme which came into 
being in 1968. 

At the same time, major re-organisation 
and change, including the implementation of 
Regionalisation in England has taken place, 
and much of the interpretation and planning 
has been headed by Mrs. Parker Bowles. 

In 1969 Mrs. Parker Bowles was presented 
with the association's highest award, the 
Silver Fish, in recognition of long and out
standing service to the movement. 

During Diamond Jubilee Year, the Chief 
Commissioner, through her visits up and 
down the country has shared their celebre
tions with a staggering number of Brownies, 
Guides, Rangers and Guiders. She has, of 
course, been the leading figure in all the 
National Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. 

Mrs. Parker Bowles has three adult sons 
and one daughter and two grendchildren. 
She leads a busy social life, and yet despite 
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her having Guide commitments still finds the 
time to enjoy horse riding and racing, indeed 
every activity concerned with horses. She 
al 0 enjoys swimming, gardening and walk
ing in the country. 

All sections of the movement will be rep
resented at the various functions that wiII be 
held during her visit, but obviously not 
everyone will have the opportunity of meet
ing her. 

We do hope you will all enjoy seeing or 
hearing about our Commonwealth Commis
sioner. 

QUEEN'S GUIDE PRESENTATION 

That Thursday was a day Evon Bry-an of 
3rd Sunshine Guide Company will never [or
get, for on that d-ay Evon was presented with 
her Queen's Guide Badge. Evon also made 
history by being the very first guide in Mc
Kay Division to gain a Queen's Guide Badgii. 
The previous Saturday she had been to Gov
ernment House to receive her certificate 
from the Governor. 

The evening started at 7.30 p.m. at Our 
Lady's Youth Hall in Sunshine, with an ex
planation, presented by fellow guides, of all 
the clauses that Evon had had to pass to 
receive her badge. 

Evon w-as then presented with her badge 
by her Captain. She then made a speech, 
thanking her mother and father for all the 
hard work they had done to help her. To 
her captain she presented a replica of the 
badge carved in wood which had been m-ade 
by her grandfather. Afterwards the evening 
proceeded with other members o[ the com
pany receiving either eight-point badges or 
intere t badges they had earned. 

After camp fire supper was served and the 
special cake, decorated with a Queen's Guide 
Badge was cut. 

And so ended -a most enjoyable evening. 
-Jennifer Grigg, 3rd Sunshine Guide Co. 
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DEAR MATILDA, 

May I use your Letters to the Editor col
umn to air what I consider to be a lessening 
of care in the use of our language? If we, 
as Guiders, are gently showing our Guides 
not only how to lead, but to write minutes, 
reports and correspondence, then I feel that 
we ourselves would be better able to help 
them if we are aware of the inconsistencies 
being used by the mass media and in our 
schools. 

Please imagine the picture expressed by the 
following advertisement which appeared last 
week in one of our best newspapers: 

"Specialists in all types of shelving for 
books", etc. 
"Instal Yourself-or completely installed." 

So the advertising man wrote for our en
lightenment and information! Now would 
one have to be of normal height and weight 
do you suppose? Are tools supplied? Does 
one sit, or hang, or is one at 1iberty to file 
oneself away, no doubt under Homo Sapiens 
- the "s" for SAP? 

And then again, in an advertisement, ap
peared the following: 

"Architecture review on concurrently." 
Now I'm willing to suppose that a review on 
"concurrently" by architectural means may 
prove interesting - consisting of building of 
words, Latin derivation and finally the whole 
concept of the word's meaning, styling, use 
and abuse; but I am equally willing to sup
pose that by replacing the preposition "on" 
with that of the word "held", then the ad. 
man's meaning would be made clearer. 

Sporting news headlines have always been 
at the mercy of the purists and one can 
nearly always have a giggle when reading 
them, literally, e.g. "Mystic Moon out of 
Steeple" provided me with great poetic 
thoughts, momentarily! And then, as a 
housewife reading a recipe, gastric juices 
titillated by thoughts of the completed dish, 
I am nonplussed by the rIDsuse of grammar. 
Nearly always it is the incorrect use of the 
two words "pour over", which manage to 
thwart my culinary ambition. Sometimes it 
is virtually impossible to carry out the in-
tructions - if taken as read. 

However small these inconsistencies seem 
in themselves, such a pattern could snowball 
out of all proportion if allowed to pass un-
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noticed. It is time for us to realise that our 
language may be coming misdirected. I am 
no purist of language and wish to state this 
quite categorically! For instance, the drop
ping of the "u" from such words as "color" 
and "labor", etc., seem desirable and is a 
relatively unimportant change. Progress in 
our language and change has happened or 
else the Chaucerian "double f's", etc., would 
be still in existence. But, I do say that we 
must be careful of the dangers of incorrect 
meaning and, even, spelling. Perhaps a visit 
to the schools may prove of interest as you 
see prep-age children taught, correctly, the 
word "aeroplane" and then see children in 
Grade IV currently using the word "air
plane" from an American Scientific Reading 
Laboratory. 

There is no criticism intended here of the 
method being used, but for the need to point 
out the inconsistency to the child. He should 
be able to later on reason for himself the use 
of the prefix "aero" in relation to new words 
which he will be encountering in higher edu
cation. 

Leaders, parents, and adults with the care 
of children, would do well to point out these 
inconsistencies; these mistakes of meamng 
to the young people so that they may have 
the beauty and correct use of English at 
their discriminate disposal. 

I will close, if I may, slightly abusing the 
Churchillian anecdote, and state here and 
now that "Up with this I (for one) shall not 
put!" 

Yours sincerely, 
(Mrs.) M. E. McLaughlin, 

District Commissioner, Daylesford 
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VICTORIAN POST BOX 
Perhaps this is a little late for making a 

new start in a new year but some things arc 
better said than left unsaid. 

First of all I think that having pen friends 
in other countries is a wonderful way of 
fostering international relationships. By 
writing to someone overseas you become an 
ambassadress for Australia. So if you don't 
answer letters promptly or if you just stop 
writing without" making an explanation you 
will be giving a bad impression of yourself, 
your Guide unit and your country. 

So be sure before you ask for a pen friend 
that you are prepared to write regularly and 
at least for two years. If you have to stop 
writing please explain why to your friend , 
instead of letting her write several letters to 
you before finally complaining to the Post 
Box Secretary of her country. This com
plaint finally reaches me and makes me feel 
as if the fault is mine. 

You couId have a life-long friendship, and 
in this changing world of ever decreasing 
distances you could even visit your pen 
friend. I know of a Guide and her family 
who have stayed in the home of a pen friend 
in U.S.A. during the past holidays. 

It is better to write less, and more fre 
quently, on air letter forms. Occasionally 
you could send snapshots, stamps or badges 
by surface mail. There is a good assortment 
of suitable articles in the Guide Shop. But 
be sure to tell your friend that you intend 
doing this perhaps as an alternative to your 
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air letter so that she will know that there 
will be a delay in hearing from you. 

When you write to ask for a pen friend you 
should give me your name, address, date of 
birth, name of your unit and alternative 
choices of countries on a dated letter. You 
should also send me a stamped self
addressed envelope for me to send you the 
details of your pen friend - not for an im
mediate acknowledgment of your letter. 

Please be understanding if you cannot havc 
your first, or even your second, preference 
as a pen friend. Language is a barrier and 
some countries are not interested in writing 
to Australia. 

Girls of under ten can only be linked 
through their unit. Canada and United 
States of America have a lot of Junior 
Troops waiting to be linked with a Brownie 
Guide unit. Guides of ten can be linked with 
Great Britain only and of eleven with 
Canada, South Africa and New Zealand. 
Twelve is the youngest age for U.S.A. 

When requests for a pen friend are made 
for a special purpose plenty of time should 
be allowed to arrange this. Recently I re
ceived an urgent request for a pen friend in 
an unusual Commonwealth country for a 
would-be Queen's Guide. This link could 
take months to arrange. 

Particulars of pen friends are sent out on 
a three-part form. Most of the appropriate 
parts are returned to me and I thank you, 
Guides, for returning them. I especially 
would like to thank those who write to say 
they are happy with their pen friends and 
thank me for arranging the friendships. 

A lot of people are involved in obtaining 
pen friends for you - your State Post Box 
Secretary, the Australian Post Box Secretary 
and the Post Box Secretaries in the countries 
requested. This sometimes means quite a 
lot of letters. We all feel it is very worth 
while when me make a satisfactory link. The 
only way we know this is when you tell us. 

Thank you for your letters. A lot of you 
I regard as my pen friends. Last year was a 
record year for requests. Because my fellow 
Post Box Secretaries and I think that this is 
an excellent way of fostering good interna
tional relationships, we look forward to an 
even higher record this year. 

(Mrs.) C. M. Williamson, 
Victorian Post Box Secretary, 
6 Haines Street, Cheltenham, 3192 
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TRAINING ~ PAGES 

THE NEW RECRUIT 
(The Pre-Promise Challenge) 

"It's fun to be a Brownie Guide. We're so 
glad you've come to join us." No doubt, this 
will be the greeting that is extended to all 
recruits who join Brownie Guide Packs. 
During the weeks prior to her Promise cere
mony, the recruit experiences through join
ing in with general Pack activities, the feel
ing of being a Brownie. The Mini book No. 
I, is available for the use of the recruit, and 
contains an introduction to Brownie Guiding. 
A Brownie Guide Handbook should be made 
available to her in order to enthuse, inform, 
and stimulate and in fact it is desirable that 
she own one. 

The newcomer will learn from observation 
and explanation, the various terms used in 
the pack, and soon will be joining in the sing
ing of the Brownie Guide song and Brownie 
Bells. She will also find ways of her own to 
lend-a-hand and discover that becoming a 
Brownie means she is expected to be a 
happy, helpful and friendly girl. The pro
gramme if well balanced, should be present
ing her with activities to ensure that she is 
"learning by doing". 

The new recruit will find the reason why 
she will be called a Brownie, by reading or 
being told the Brownie story, and this stage 
is always a good opportunity to introduce 
her to Baden-Powell. She will become aware 
of the importance of ceremonies devised by 
the Brownies and should be encouraged to 
offer some contribution to this segment of 
Pack activity. 

The girl will need to learn the Promise and 
Law and must be helped to comprehend the 
meaning, and of course the "Good Turn" will 
be expl-aincd to her in connection with the 
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Brownie Guide Law. Here she will learn a 
great deal from the attitude and example of 
t'he other members of the Pack, rather than 
from lectures by the leaders. Remember, 
you also are a member of the Pack. 

She learns how to wear and look after the 
Brownie Guide uniform, not forgetting pol
ishing shoes and belt! Ample opportunity 
should 'also be provided to gain knowledge 
about Brownies of other lands, which is an 
often neglected part of the Pre-Promise chal
lenge. 

By the time she is ready for her Promise 
ceremony the new recruit should have 
gained a new sense of self-esteem, self
reliance, and pride in belonging and show 
signs of her growing ability to get along with 
others. Pages 33-38, 49-52, 57-68 of the 
Brownie Guiders' Handbook (1969 edition) 
will furnish you with a host of ideas, TO USE 
AND EXPAND ON, to help not only the 
recruit, but the Pack as a whole. 

CHALLENGES 

WHAT do you and your Patrol Leaders ex
pect from your recruits for their pre-promise 
challenges? 

Do your patrols plan or prepare the chal
lenges so that the recruit will have acquired 
a knowledge of guiding while covering the 
eight points, or do they allow the recruit to 
cover the points on interests other than 
guiding? 

A recruit is a much greater asset to her 
patrol and will feel much more confident if 
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she has been given a basic start to her guide 
life. 

When the patrol leaders and their patrols 
decide on what they want their recruits to 
do, do they ask these questions? 

• Is the recruit covering something she 
already knows? 

• Is what she is doing too easy for her? 
• Is she enjoying the challenge? 
• Is she working on the challenge because 

it is different and she is anxious to 
learn more? 

The true nature of a challenge is the de
mand of something beyond reach, and be
ing prepared to try to meet it. 

When preparing a challenge or challenges 
there are several factors worth con idering. 

Does the recruit know how to use a tele
phone if she needs to ring her District Com
missioner? Maybe she doesn't even know 
who her District Commissioner is or where 
she lives. What Division does she belong to? 
Can she light a fire without burning her fing
ers? Can she tie the necessary knots when 
helping to pitch a tent? Will she know if a 
flag is flying right side up or not? Has she 
ever thought about helping others without 
being told to do so, 'Clnd does she know how 
to go about it? 

There are many challenges that could be 
set a pre-promise challenges, but the main 
point is not to expect the recruit to wait 
weeks at a time without being shown some 
signs of progress. Can she cover more than 
one point at a time? Of course she can. 

For example, a challenge could be that the 
recruit ring her District Commissioner, intro· 
duce herself and notify the Commissioner 
that she has learnt the emergency telephone 
number and is prepared to use it should an 
emergency arise. (This challenge would need 
some preparation - probably at least a 
week.) 

What point is covered with this challenge? 
Firstly she has to learn how to use the tele
phone book and find out where the emer
gency number is found and also to find her 
District Commissioner's number. Next she 
has had to use a public telephone and lastly 
she has not only learned who her District 
Commissioner is, but has actually spoken to 
her. How many points can you count that 
she has covered in this one challenge? 

A good challenge gives each girl a chance 
through a variety of activities to satisfy and 
stretch herself to the fullest. This applies 
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just as much to the Guide as to the recruit. 
The attraction of a challenge may lie in the 
thing to be done, or it may lie in the way it 
is presented. 

Enjoyment of the challenge is the key to 
everything. 

WHAT IS A REAL GIRL SCOUT? 

Some people would say a Girl Scout is a 
girl who has to waste a dollar a year, plus 
whatever amount per week the troop sets for 
dues. 

It is true that this is what you have to do 
to get into the organisation 'Clnd call yourself 
a Girl Scout - but that's the least important 
requirement. 

Girl Scouting is an organisation in which 
we help people - not because we have to, 
but because we want to. 

This is another place people get us wrong. 
We're not an "instant do-good machine". If 
you're a lazy, good-for-nothing, you can't be 
transformed into a do-gooder by forking 
over your membership dues! 

In any organisation, everyone has to do 
his part. 

In Scouting, your part is quite a large onc. 
You have to be willing to transform yourself. 
The guidelines are set. You have to be will
ing to fill in the spaces between the guidc
Iins. 

What are the guidelines? 
They are the Promise and Laws. You have 

probably noticed the Promise says, "On my 
honour, I will try!" Remember, nobody's 
perfcct. 

You have to pay membership dues to be
come a Girl Scout, but the most important 
thing is that you try your best to live up to 
the Promise and Laws. If you can do that, 
you can be proud. Although the require
men ts for being a real Scou t are fairly stiff, 
if you can "pass" yourself, the rewards are 
great. 

What are the rewards? 
The rewards are a better person. 

-Betsy Cheney, 12-year-old Cadette, 
Troop 466, Michigan Capital Council 

From "Girl Scout Leader", U.S.A., 
Jan./Feb., 1971 
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A BROWNIE IS WIDE AWAKE 
Discovering New Interests: 

Does one of your Brownie Guides have a 
hobby? Let her have some time to tell the 
Pack about it. The initial interest could well 
inspire others to find out more, to try it 
themselves, and to ask "why?" - in other 
words, to develop a new interest. 

Perhaps you are having a Pack holiday 
soon. What theme have the girls chosen? 
The range is unlimited, but let us suppose 
that they have chosen to be Red Indians. 
Of course to be a "Brownie Guide Pack" 
sleeping in "rooms" in a "house" would 
never do for real Red Indians. If the girls 
have a real interest in their theme they are 
quite capable of using books, pictures, and 
other material available to them to discover 
that Red Indian tribes sleep in wigwams, 
perhaps on a reservation. Once the interest 
of the children is established, let them de
velop it themselves. Someone may be able 
to find out what sort of food the "temporary" 
Red Indians should eat, how to make a totem 
pole, their folk lore and legends and a host 
of other things. 

During a Pack holiday there are countless 
opportunities to develop new interests. What 
about cooking, bird watching, star gazing, 
singing, folk dancing, table setting and ar
rangement? Of course it is impossible to 
cater for everything, but do try to have on 
hand uitable reference material. A child 
wants her question answered straight away, 
not "when we get back", and may be dis
couraged if she has to wait too long for her 
answer. Do remember that wy finding out 
for herself she will gain more. 

Ha one of your Brownie Guides ever re
ci ted to you a poem she learned at school? 
Perhaps she was very proud of her effort, 
but how much prouder she would be if she 
recited a poem written by herself. You may 
not be a Shakespeare, but encouragement 
from you may be all that's needed. 

Have you ever been ice skating, made leaf 
prints on photographic paper, had a pet 
show, knitted toys, made pancakes, sung 
Christmas carols, bowled hoops, drawn pic
tures with your eyes closed, made musical 
instruments, had an overseas visitor, been on 
a long train journey? Your Brownie Guides 
could greatly expand this list with things 
that THEY would like to try. Why not let 
them? They will have a wonderful time, and 
so will you. 
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The many Interest badges available may 
pro\lide the direction for a Brownie Guide 
who is interested in a particular subject. It 
should be stressed to the child that these 
badges are to test not only her technical 
skill, .but also to provide her with the oppor
tunity to improve her knowledge and cftal· 
lenge herself. This widening of interests is 
an important part of Guiding, for too often 
a child is allowed to feel that enough know
ledge to reach a particular set standard is 
s uffici en t. 

Can't Guiding make a wonderful contribu
tion to the life of a child? 

THE UNIT HELPER 

Hey girls! Are you wise birds, who share 
responsibilities and are not confused with 
little red hens who do everything them
selves? Many Unit Leaders already have 
outside help. This falls into two categories. 

One is the "Instructor", i.e., an expert 
called in for the specific purpose to give in
struction in a particular field over a period, 
share their interests or talents with the girls. 
These Instructors may be members of other 
organisations, as well as members, or friends, 
of the Movement. 

The other category, is the Unit Helper, an 
adult person who may assist the Unit Leader 
with the general running of the Unit so that 
the Leaders are free for the main role of 
Leadership. The Unit Helper could, for in
stance, be responsible for the purchase of 
uniforms, keep Unit accounts, arrange for 
badge tests, or similar time consuming jobs, 
in fact doing anything the Leader requires 
of her. These responsibilities need not en
tail a weekly commitment to attend Unit 
meetings. 

Unit Helpers may be recruited from the 
Trefoil Guild, Local Association, or just be 
an interested friend, she is not required to 
wear a uniform or have made the Guide 
Promise. District Commissioner should be 

215 



consulted before anyone is invited to become 
a Unit Helper. Official appointment is made 
by the District Commissioner, who will apply 
to Headquarters for the application form 
and appointment card. 

There should not be more than two helpers 
to anyone Unit, and helpers retire with the 
Unit Leader. It goes without saying, adults 
never take over jobs or responsibilities that 
could and should be undertaken by the giris 
of the Unit. 

So girls, if you have need of assistance 
within your Unit, don't delay, consult your 
District Commissioner. 

In the "Unesco Courrier" for October, 
1970, there is an extremely interesting article 
which describes the plan to set up a chain 
of international colleges in many lands 
which will enter young men and women of 
all countries, races, religions and cultures for 
their last two years of secondary school and 
issue international leaving diplomas. The 
standard is very high and candidates must 
be of good university potential. The first of 
these United World Colleges is in Wales. In 
these colleges it is hoped that students will 
"discover by living and studying together, 
common ideals based on service and loyalty 
to the international Community". The writer 
asks: "Will there ever be such a person as 
International Man or International Woman? 
Someone whose attitude and beliefs are not 
enclosed by national or racial boundaries ... 
for whom words like "foreign" or "alien" 
have been defused of menace? ... whose 
values have been formed specifically by in
ternational education?" And in these colleges 
finds the answer to those questions. 

(Unesco Courrier and the 
World Bureau Newsletter) 

"The bigger your head becomes, the easier 
it is for us to fill your shoes." 

(Written on the fly leaf of a book on busi
ness methods given to new employees by an 
American firm.) 
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WORLD BUREAU NEWSLETTER 

A Law and Promise gathering was held in 
Denmark during 1970, attended by leaders of 
prote tant Guide and Scout companies of 
Europe, Africa and North America. Seventy
five delegates from 12 countries attended. 
The object of the meeting was to discuss the 
part Christian leaders should play at this 
time when the world is in ferment. It was 
agreed that it was essential that the gulf be· 
tween the young and the older members 
needed to be bridged. "A leader is not one 
who impose his or her ideas but one who 
joins with young people in their search." 
Much that Guiding/Scouting has to offer, 
corre ponds to the needs of young people 
today, especially its insistence for human 
dignity. It was felt also that Guiding is first 
of ali a Law, a Promise, an Ideal, an idealistic 
religious movement in which we act; em
phasis was also laid on the importance of 
maintaining a close relation with the Church. 

(from Le TreOe and the 
World Bureau Newsletter) 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDI NG TO YOU 

If none but you in the world to-day 
Had tried to live in a Christlike way, 
Could the rest of the world look close at you 
And find the path that is straight and true? 
If none but you in the world so wide 
Had found the Christ for his daily guide, 
Would the things you do and the things you 

say 
Lead others to live in His blessed way? 
Ah, friends of the Christ, in the world to-day 
Are many who watch you upon your way, 
And look to the things you say and do 
To measure the Christian standard true! 
Men read and admire the Gospel of Christ 
With its love so unfailing and true, 
But what do they say and what do they 

think 
Of the gospel according to you? 
You are writing each day a letter to men
Take care that the writing is true; 
'Tis the only Gospel that some men will read, 
That Gospel according to you. 

-Anon. 
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• BRITANNIA PARK. 
The State Commissioner, Mrs. Renshaw 

Jones, and the Executive Committee, have 
given me an extra year to act as convenor 
for Britannia Park. I am most grateful for 
the opportunity to get some of the more out
standing jobs done before I retire, grateful 
a lso to my committee and to the "Thursday 
Specials" who have agreed to continue work
ing with me for that time. May I offer my 
apologies and condolences to aU those people 
who thought they would be rid of my little 
begging habits. 

Work is proceeding well at Brownie Cot
tage. It is having a real face-lift. The roof 
has been repaired and painted, and as soon 
as the cottage itself has been painted, the 
steps and ramp to the entrance will be im
proved. 

Doesn't anyone want to come up to B.P. to 
help with the weeding? Last year I appealed 
for help, but other than visits from LA's 
(who are wonderful) we got no response. 
Surely, not everyone "works" ... if only one 
carload would come up once a month to idle 
the day amongst the buttercups, it would 
help such a lot. 

Thank you to the Guides of 1st Rye Coy. 
who gave up an hour of their summer camp 
to wrestle with the weeds and actually sang 
as they did it. The dozens of hydrangeas 
which we planted two or three years ago, 
have been magnificent this year, giving a 
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lovely patch of blue and pink to welcome 
visitors to the property. Through the good 
offices of the Alston family, we have been 
given hundreds of nerine and bella donna 
lillies, these are being planted now, and I 
just hope they won't be too temperamental 
about blooming after being moved. Recently 
one of the visitors to Britannia Park said to 
the Warden "This place is like the Botanical 
Gardens". That remark was music to our 
ears. 

Are you putting new carpets in your home? 
Are you wondering what to do with your old 
westminster carpet? Don't wonder any 
more. Just ring Mrs. Gray, 839207, and 
she'll be able to make some suggestions. 

This, as we aU know is conservation year 
for Girl Guides and Brownie Guides. When 
you stay at, or visit Britannia Park, how 
about planting a tree for your Company, 
your Pack, your L.A. or your District. The 
Warden, Mr. Gard, will have a supply of 
wattle or gum trees and a stake will be 
already in the ground, marking the spot 
where we would like it planted. Please 
bring your own label, and if you could man
age to pay the 40 cents which the tree costs 
us, it would help greatly with our finances. 
I don't know if anyone has noticed, but 
many of the trees which you planted near the 
fence some years ago are now blOOming. 
We did lose a lot of those, but we now know 
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better how to look after the young trees, and 
what varieties do well at Britannia Park. It 
will be interesting to keep count of how 
many trees are planted on the property this 
year. 

Maintenance Fund 
I hope all our friends will endeavour to 

support this fund again this year as they 
have done so nobly for the last seven years. 
Mr. Myers would probably look on it as a 
star Monday bargain because the price 
hasn't altered in all those years. Which is 
more than can be said for spouting and paint 
and timber and labour. 

Thank you to the following who contri-
buted during the month of January: 

2nd - Templestowe District. 
6th - Preston Division. 
10th - 2nd Edithvale Coy. 
23rd - Benalla L.A. 
24th - Mount Waverley District. 
25th - Strathmore L.A. 
27th - Benalla Packs and Coys. 
29th - Camberwell South Division. 
31st - Nauru Guides. 

"THANK YOU" CHALET 
It is really happening . . . as you read 

this, all being well, fingers crossed and every
thing, Mr. Cadle should be in the act of 
building our little chalet for us. Can you 
believe it? I can't. He is due to start in 
February and in the next "Matilda" I should 
be able to tell you when it will be finished 
and when the booking will open. 

We're a bit short of furniture at present. 
We have a set of canisters and some Guide 
coffee mugs for the kitchen. Money to fur
nish one bedroom (from 1st Mentone Pack) 
some money towards furniture in the Barfus 
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lounge (from the Guiders' Conference) and 
that's all. 

The financial situation is such that we 
have in hand, almost enough to pay for the 
building, but we will have to borrow from 
the building pool to complete it and furnish 
it. 

The committee will furnish the chalet with 
the minimum -amount of furniture and as we 
can afford it we will buy more. If anyone 
or any group would care to donate the 
money for a piece of furniture, in memory of 
some Guider, or in -appreciation of someone 
still active, then we will be happy to identify 
it with a small plaque, or if that is not prac
ticable then we will mention it in the thank 
you book. The committee will compile a 
price list of the furniture we will need. 

As we will be in debt when the chalet is 
finished, we hope that our friends will still 
continue to send don-ations for the Thank 
You Chalet. 

Now that this wonderful thing is about to 
happen, may I thank all the people who have 
supported and encouraged me in this pro
ject. This is what Guiding is and should be. 
The fellowship, the working together to 
achieve something which will be for the 
good of many. 

My very sincere thanks, 
Patricia Gray 

In one of the 1970 issues of the Y.W.C.A. 
Magazine "Perspective", there is a report of 
an interesting speech by the World Presi
dent, Mrs . Athanassion: "Since we have seen 
our earth from space", she notes, "we begin 
to develop our planetary consciousness, we 
begin to realise how desperately small our 
planet is and how inseparably we belong to
gether, the small family of man, crowded On 
a small planet, exposed to the Universe. 

"We knew these things before; but now we 
are beginning to feel them . .. There is on 
the whole a young generation which feels in
ternationally rather than nationally, univer
sally ... there is a small but growing inter
national community which may be a sign of 
tomorrow." 

(From the World Bureau Newsletter) 
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FROM OUR STATE COMMISSIONER -
Continued from page 202 

"Say what you like, the . . . cubs have 
given two blind people the opportunity to 
own a Guide Dog and it is hard to think of 
any other way they could have achieved the 
same splendid results so quickly." 

"Should the Scouts go in for sponsored 
walks, swims, rows, or would they be better 
employed giving clirect help, possibly spon
sored WORK? and would the latter be as 
lucrative?" 

It seems inevitable that the FINAL deci
sion will be left to the Commissioner on the 
spot - she being responsible for assessing 
the time involved, the safeguards, the worthi
ness of the "cause" (should money for nor
mal Guiding activities be raised in this 
way?), the means of obtaining sponsorship. 
Of course we will continue to give all pos
sible help in these matters but I urge you to 
think - and discuss together - the value of 
this and other forms of fund raising in our 
training programme. It is so simple to drift 
into involvement, then sometimes difficult to 
retract! Recently a girl, not wearing uni
form at a Rally, was asked if she intended to 
join the Movement but she replied she 
would not because "the local Guide company 
had to help collect beer bottles every 
month". 

Discussion has also taken place about the 
desirability of a change of Movement policy 
with regard to raffles. I sought opinions from 
a very wide section of our organisation -
both uniformed and non-uniformed members 
- and presented the resultant points of view 
to the State Executive Committee and the 
State Council for their guidance. It is ob
viously the overwhelming desire of our mem
bers that Guides of all age groups should not 
participate in any way in raffles, whether for 
the purpose of raising money for Guiding or 
for charitable purposes. A letter from a 
Parent/ Guider is worthy of being quoted "it 
may have harmful repercussions on our 
daughters. They are at, perhaps one of the 
most impressive stages of their lives; think
ing widely, trying to decide for themselve~ 
what is right and what is wrong. If they see 
quick, successful financial return from 
raffles, it may make them less diligent to 
work for and give to, their Movement when 
necessary. It may even in the end lead them 
into greed for easy gain. 

March, 1971 

A small number could "see no harm in 
having a raIDe-book on the end of a stall" 
run by Local Association members, but this 
opinion was offset by the strong feeling of 
the vast majority who believe that the image 
of Guiding would suffer as a result of such 
relaxation of principles - raffles being illegal 
and a direct form of gambling. 

It seems that the problems (and oppor
tunities) we face are never ours alone, but 
are experienced in many other Guiding Asso
ciation. The following, from the Cllief 
Commissioner of Canada, may be of interest: 

"Raffles! Did you ever hear the word? In 
the former P.O.R.'s we said that the Girl 
Guides of Canada were against raIDes because 
they were illegal. Now in many places, they 
are legal and what are we going to say now? 
Continue to reject raIDes! Actually, since a 
Guide gives value for money received, we are 
asking her to contravene policy when we en
courage raIDe either by setting one up our
selves even for her company's help or by 
allowing the Guide or Ranger to participate 
in one as a Guide or Ranger. So - raffles 
are still OUT." 

Yes, the question of fund-raising is a 
vexed one. L.A. members in particular work 
hard and unstintingly to gain the money 
which enables our organisation to function . 
This is the year for our biennial L.A. Con
ference - will you come prepared to pool 
ideas about finance and, of course, to enjoy 
the camaraderie of the day? 

Warmest good wishes to you all. 

DEAR MATILDA .. . 

After much deliberation at Timboon it was 
planned to make Fiona Cumming Queen for 
a day. Fiona's patrol were her attendants 
to assist her with robes and train. 

Fiona received from the Region Commis-
ioner the Staff of Law and Justice, a testers' 

representative gave her the Orb, symbol of 
service, and the District Commissioner 
placed the crown on her head. 

A feature of the delicious tea arranged by 
the L.A. was a beautifully decorated cake -
decorated in blue with a trefoil outlined in 
gold cachous. 

-R.J. 
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MATILDA NOTICES 

MATILDA SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Your subscription to "Matilda" for 1971 is due by 30th April. 

EARLY RENEWAL IS ESSENTIAL - the May issue wil l not be sent unless sub
script ion is paid on or before the due date. 

Subscription - $2.00 per year, including postage, is payable to Guide H.Q., 
20 Russell Street, Melbourne, 3000. (Please mark envelope " Matilda" Subscription .) 

Addresses to which " Matilda" is to be sent:-

1. *Mrs'/Miss .. 

Address ...................... . 

2. *Mrs'/Miss .. ................. .. 

Address ............ .. ....................... .................. ......... .. .................................................. .................................................... . 

For additional names and addresses, please attach extra sheet. 

*Mark if for Company .. ....... ' Pack ........ .. ... ..... .. .... ... .... ....... .. ... L.A ............. .. ............................ .. 

*Cross out words not required . 

(Receipts will not be posted unless requested ; if required , please enclose a 
stamped and addressed envelope.) 

It's a great source of joy to a poet 
That the beauties of nature are free. 

There's no charge to gaze at a sunset, 
All mankind can bathe in the sea! 

We don't pay to hear nighting-ales singing, 
Or watch the sun play games with a rose. 

All this beauty is here for enjoying 
But, I wonder if everyone knows-

That paper and ink are expensive 
And it's law to use stamps for the post? 

All these facts seem to me elementary 
And I think they are known to most, 

But there ARE some of you who've forgotten 
And here comes my point - and the rub! 

If you like it, and want to continue 
Dear Reader, you MUST p-ay your sub.! 
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- J . Passant, from "Look Wide", 
Sou th Africa, and "Coo-ee", Qld. 

TO ALL MEMBERS OF 
OUR ASSOCIATION ... 

Have YOU given YOUR two cents (or a 
st-amp will do!) to our TRINIDAD-TOBAGO 
Fund to bring a Trainer from that country 
to our International Training for Trainers to 
be held in Sydney in May of this year? 

We are nearly there - for the fare - but 
as you will know there is to be an increase 
in air fares in April, and we must allow for 
this. Also we know you will want to meet 
this trainer, -and we want to plan some visit
ing in Victoria . 

Please let me know your progress - so 
many have given quite a lot - so many must 
still be thinking about it. 

Cheques - postal notes - stamps - to: 
The International T.T. Fund, 
C/o International Adviser, Mrs. L. L. Dwyer, 
Guide H.Q., 20 Russell S t., Melbourne, 3000. 
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MATILDA 
AUSTRALIAN 
FRIENDS OF WORLD CENTRES 
COMMITTEE 

HAVE YOU EVER VISITED ONE 
OF THE WORLD CENTRES? 
or 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
THEM? 
if so 

WE WOULD LIKE YOU TO BE
COME "A FRIEND OF THE WORLD 
CENTRES". 

What will this entail? 

Our aim will be to assist the 
World Centres by publicity and 
finance. 

We know there are so many of you 
who already have unforgettable 
memories of your time at one of 
these World Centres, and that there 
arc many more who in the future 
hope to visit them. 

I[ because of your memories or 
your interest you would like to as
sist the Centres, would you please 
contact me: 

Giving your name and address; 
Position in Guiding (if any); The 
particular Centre in which you are 
interested; and - whether or not you 
have any slides which you would be 
prepared to show. 

Margaret Callister, 
State Representative, Australian 
Friends of World Centres Committee 
C/o Girl Guides Association of Vic., 
20 Russell Street, Melbourne, 3000 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~l 
TRAFFIC PER MILE 

The following, which may be of interest
Traffic density of vehicles per mile: 
Italy 71, U.K. 66, West Germany 54, Swit

zerland 49, Denmark 40, France 38, Spain 37, 
U.S.A. 27, Norway 22, Portugal 22, New Zea
land 18, Greece 15, Yugoslavia 11, Turkey 8, 
Eire 8, Australia 7. 

Heaven help us when we reach double fig
ures if our road toll does not decrease.-T.W. 

(from "Royalauto"-R.A.C.v.) 
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N·O T ICES 
TRAINING DEPARTMENT 

Our heartiest congratulations to: 
Miss F. Grove 
Mrs. L. Preston 
Miss N. Netherway 
Mrs. V. Surry 
Mrs. V. Trembath 

on gaining their Training Certificates. 
Also to: 
Mr . O. Helms 
Mrs. S. Reeves 
Mrs. J. Murrett 
Mrs. M. McColl 
Mrs. B. Davis 
Mrs. B. Finlayson 
Mrs. J . Howlett 

in becoming members of their Region Train
ing Teams. 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
JUBELANA 
Parsons Reserve we all call it -

a wide open, grass covered space, 
With plenty of room to sit the Guides. 

For parents - a covered in place. 
A camp fire with red light a'glowing, 

with a microphone near 
To carry the young girlish voices 

right up to the visitor's ear. 
The items were many and varied 

with miming and songs by the score. 
The tapping of sticks to the singing 

to show us old Maori lore. 
Region Commissioner's duty 

was to read out a prayer which was sad, 
For Sunshine's Brown Owl, Mrs. Ashby, 

had been "Called home" quite recently 
Leaving a blank space on programme 

of Jubelana's organising committee. 
Other folk who are in Guiding 

all came to enjoy the show, 
I'm sure if our Founder was listening 

or Lady B.P. happened near 
They would have enjoyed the grand feeling 

at the end of our Jubilee Year 
Celebration - of our "Jubelana", 

McKay's special effort held here. 
We know that we may not be "in it" 

when sixty more years have made their 
stride -

But thrilled that we could be "with it" 
this "sixtieth year of Girl Guides". 

M.L.T., McKay Division, 
West Metro. Region 

221 



CONGRATULATIONS to the recipients of 
the following:-

THANKS BADGE : 
Irs. G. Fo ter, Ilurstbridge. 

LONG SERVICE : 
Uniformed Personnel: 

Silver Ribbon (25 years) - ~ Irs. E. J\ r. Craig, 
Keilor East. 

White Ribbon (15 years) - liss B. Gilbert, 
\Varragul; l\frs. D. L. lIalligan, It. \\'aver!ey. 

Local Association: 
Mrs. G. Bruce, Horsham. 

APPOINTMENTS AND WARRANTS 
A warm welcome is extended to the fol

lowing:-

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS : 
Mrs. J. L. Powell , Rye; Mrs. N. S. Jenkins, 

Grenville-Buninvong; Mrs. T. G. I larrington, Goor
nong; Mrs. T. A. R. \Valden, Pakenham; Mrs. J. 
Thomson, Plenty; ~Irs. E. J. Duxson, Marnoo; Mrs . 
F. E. King, eerim. 

RANGER GUIDERS: 
Miss L. O'Connor, Springfield; Irs. R. R. 

Cohen, lIeathmont; !fiss K. Moody, Lockmgton; 
l\trs. B. Preston, Dandenong; Irs. L. 1. Galvin, 
Noble Park; Irs. K. Swafficld, Sunbury. 

ASSISTANT RANGER GUIDERS: 
Miss A. J. ll arding, Noble Park; Miss S. r. Red

fern, S.R.S. Derwent; Mrs. S. M. Rowley, 5th Vic
torian Lones; Miss G. M. Atkinson, Daylesford. 

GUIDE GUIDERS : 
Mrs. J. S. Toyne, 2nd oble Park; 1\Irs. . 

Brindle, 1st \Vonga Park; lrs. P. IIanaghan, 2nd 
~ I t. Eliza; Miss L. Folan, 2nd Coburg South; Miss 
P. L. Donachie, 1st Sunshine; Mrs. A. Eden, 3rd 
Balwvn; l\liss L. V. Gardham, 1st Robinvale; Mrs. 
R. D. Chapman, 1 t Karingal; ~ [rs. T. Da\~es, 2nd 
Rosebud; ~Iiss L. M. Kelly, 3rd IIawthorn; Mrs. 
R. A. Francis, 3rd Shepparton; frs . O. Harber!, 
2nd Werribee; 1iss S. 1. Bullingham, 2nd Cam
perdown; Mrs. M. R. Adams, 2nd Boronia; Irs. J. 
\ Veerdenburg, 2nd Leongatha. 

ASSISTANT GUIDE GUIDERS: 
Mrs. G. A. Pemberton, 1st Diamond Creek; Miss 

T. A. Phipps, 1st Diamond Creek; l\ lrs. D. R. Irwin , 
1st Wonga Park; Miss M. Hill, 2nd Mt. Eliza; Mrs. 
R. F. McKinna, 2nd \ Vest Reservoir; Mrs. G. 
Ryan, 1st Lara; Miss S. L. Campbell, 1st Bonbeaeh; 
Mrs. E. N. lillar, 3rd Sunshine; Mrs. L. J. Bur
rows, 2nd Robinvale; Miss B. A. Dennis, 1st Robin
vale; Mrs. L. G rylls, 1st Dandenong orth; frs. 
J. M. Schutte, 3rd Maryvale; Mrs. L. B. IIurley, 1st 
~Iaryvale; frs. A. C. \ Vilkinson, 1st Mt. \ Vaver
ley: !fiss T. Reed, 1st Boort; Miss S. Green, 2nd 
East Ringwood; Mrs. M. Connell, 3rd East R ing
wood: l\ liss V. L. \ Vagstaff, 2nd Dandenong; Mrs. 
\ V. E. A. Wise, 1st Rosebud; Mrs. J. 0uilty, 4th 
lIawthorn; Miss B. I. Whinray, 1st Shepparton; 
Miss S. Williamson, 1st Toorak; Mrs. W. D. Bar
clay, 2nd Sunbury; Miss C. Cherry, 1st East 
Brighton; Mrs. W. A. Collins, 2nd Mt. Beauty. 
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BROWNIE GUIDERS: 
J\li s ~r. V. Luff, 1st Swan llill; frs. ~ 1. J. 

\\ ' ilson. 1st Maryborough; ~[rs. A. Rudd, I t 
\\' aver!ey orth; Irs. I. E. I. Hutchinson, 4th 
\Vaverley orth; Mrs. L. J. Exell, 1st Reservoir 
\ Vest; Mrs. R. II . Clark. 3rd Sunshine; Mrs. C. F. 
Clarke, 1st \ Valwa; Mrs. I. D. Larsen, 1st 
\ \'horouly South; Mrs. G. II. lI unt. 1st Upper 
Fcrntree Gully; M rs. N. Geary. 1st Puekapunyal; 

Irs. D. \ Vinkler, 2nd Cobram; Mrs. R. McCahon , 
1st Daylesford; Miss K. Kavanagh, 1st Camberwell; 
~ J iss H. r. lTarloek, 1st Allansford; Irs. K. ew
bound, 1st Chiltern; Irs. II. Goldswortlw, 1st 
Beeehworth; Mrs. I. Ottway, 2nd Sorrento; ~Irs. 
\ \ ' . Kenncwell, 3rd Sorrento; 1\ [iss F. Cox, 1st Dan
denong; Miss I. I. RadleI', 4th Sunshine; >"Irs. G. 
Trieke,', 2nd Stawell; Mrs . IT. Iddon, 2nd Pucka
punval; ~Ir . A. II. \ \Talker, 1st Yinnar; Mrs. R. L. 
Allen. 3rd [elton; Mrs . M. R. McCullough, 5th 
Beallmaris; ~rrs. J. R. George, 1st Kommburra; 
\I rs. B. J. Thomp on, 1st \\'erribee; Mrs . J. R. 
lIud. on, 1st Thomastown; 1iss A. Petrenko, 1st 
Minvip. 
ASSISTANT BROWNIE GUIDERS: 

1rs. N. B. Renollf, 2nd Diamond Creek; Mrs. 
G. Morrison , 1st Yinnar; Mrs. G . G. Upton, 1st 
Plent\'; Mrs. T. \ V . Oram, 1st Katunga; Mrs. J. 

[us!!Tove, 2nd Sunshine \ Vest; Mrs. IT. 1. Gunn , 
1st Thorpdale; Mrs. D. Shelley, 2nd Canterbury; 
~ I rs . K. C. Bcnnell, 1st East Ringwood; Irs . B. D. 
~ IcKelvey, 2nd East Ringwood; 1iss L. Fordred, 
1st Balwyn; \1rs. L. Emy, 1st Robinvale; 1iss P. 
Crawford, 3rd Robinvale; Irs. L. A. IIogan, 2nd 
Dandenong orth; Mrs. I. A. Bovd, 1 t \\Thoroll" 
South; Mrs. II. J. Greaves, 1st Upper Ferntree 
Gull\,; Mrs. G. BaileI', 1st Sorrento; Mrs. K. Dris
coll. 3rd Rosebud; Miss A. E. Eilenberg. 4th Haw
thorn: Miss T. Barrie. 3rd [elton; ~rrs. K. G. 
Bea tv. 2nd Melton; Mrs. . T. Kervin , 1st Leitch 
ville: Miss M. Mallisa, 2nd R ichmond. 
RE GISTRATIONS: 

1st ' Vest Bulleen Compan\,; 2nd Berwick Pack; 
2nd Sandringham Pack. 

RETIREMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
We acknowledge with gratitude the ser, 

vices given by the following whose Warrants 
have been retumed:-
DIVISION COMMISSIONERS: 

~ I rs. R. G. Townsend, Sunra\'sia \\' e t; ~Irs . G . 
N. Ilolmes, Echuca. 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS: 

l\lrs. I. M. Hinrichsen, Burwood; J\ lrs. J. G . 
Cameron, Grcnville-Buninyong; 1\1 rs. R. Ileydon. 
Bell field; ~ [rs. G. W. Wright, lI ighton; Mrs. P. J. 
Thorpe, Yinnar; M iss M. E. Peel, \ Vinchelsea; 
l\lrs. E. A. \\Tard, \ Voorinen South. 
RANGER GUIDERS: 

Mrs. D. G. Sa rgood , 3rd East Malvern; Irs . D . 
P. \Vestfield. 6th Vic. Lone Rangers. 
ASSISTANT RANGER GUIDERS: 

Miss P. Smith, S.R.S. 0uadrant. 
GUIDE GUIDERS : 

Irs. K. Brvant, 1st ~Jildura South; \ [rs. J. v. 
Parker. 1st 0uambatook; l\[rs. A. \Vilson, 1st 
TIamilton; Miss . Netherway, 3rd Ballarat; Mrs. 
P. V. \ Voodhead, 1st Wonga Park; Mrs. D. Tay-

(Continued on page 226) 
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THIS IS THE 
LOCAL ASSOCIATION'S PAGE 

We all want to make our L.A. meetings as 
enjoyable as we can. After all, we are not 
merely a group of fund raisers. We support 
our Commissioner and the other leaders, but 
we like to think of ourselves as being inter
ested in what goes on in the world and as 
being interesting people ourselves. 

Does your L.A. ever discuss topical issues 
at a meeting? If not, may we suggest that 
you try it? The L.A. page will provide some 
interesting subjects for talks. Perhaps there 
is someone in your L.A. who could speak on 
a subject of current interest. Or perhaps 
you would like to have a speaker from out
side the movement at your meeting. 

Suppose you chose as your first subject 
"The Road Toll". Here is something which 
is important to everyone. 

You might get in touch with the Road 
Safety Council, or the Police Force and ask 
them for someone to address your group. 
Of course, you will want a large enough 
audience if you are inviting a guest speaker 
to your meeting, and if you are -afraid there 
will not be many people there, perhaps other 
L.A.'s could join in on a Division or even a 
Region basis. Or have you thought of an 
activity where the Guides and Brownies are 
involved, where you would have a ready
made audience for your speaker? If not a 
speaker, perh-aps the Road Safety Council 
can provide literature and/or information 
which you could use. 

Where a Division film night is to be held, 
perhaps you could ask for a film on Road 
Safety. 

Who knows? Guiding is a large enough 
organisation - our voice can be heard. If 
we show an interested and responsible atti
tude to Raad Safety, and if as a result there 
is one less road accident this year, it will 
have been worth while. 

A guider recently asked a little girl what 
she was going to be when she grew up, the 
answer was "A Teenager"! Let us make sure 
that by paying attention to road safety that 
all our small children grow to be teenagers. 

Next month we will suggest another topic 
for discussion. 

March, 1971 

LOCAL ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 
A reminder that the 17th Annual Local As

sociation Conference will be held at Spring
vale Town Hall on Monday, 7th June, 1971 , 
from 10 a.m. to 3.15 p.m. 

DANDENONG L.A. are the convenors this 
year and are working hard to make your day 
a success. 

Your Commissioner will h-ave all the infor
mation about the programme and the theme 
of "Around the Eight Point Programme with 
You". 

LOCAL ASSOCIATION NAME 
At the Local Association Conference in 

1969, Local Associations voted on a change 
of name and this suggestion was circularised 
to all other States for their views. 

Possibly Local Associations, who were pre
sent at that Conference and who later con
sidered alternative names, have been wonder
ing what the outcome was of their sugges
tion. For consideration to be given AustralIa 
wide to any State's suggestion or recommen
d-ation takes time and, in this case, it was 
necessary for it to go before other States' 
Local Associ-ation Conferences. 

The final result came to hand not long be
fore Christmas and the outcome of the vot
ing has resulted in a majority of States wish
ing to retain the name "Local Association". 
It was suggested by some States that, to 
make it clearer, we should prefix the words 
"Local Association" by "Girl Guide" - this 
of course is really the correct title though for 
common usage members, in the main, 
usually refer to Local Association or L.A. 
Certainly prefixing "Local Association" by 
"Girl Guide" has more meaning for the "out
side" people. 

WEST METROPOLITAN REGION 
The 2nd Annual LOC'a1 Association Con

ference of WEST METROPOLITAN REGION 
was opened recently by Mrs. J . M. Kirkman, 
Assistant State Commissioner. Guest speaker 
was Miss Macartney, . St-ate Secretary, who 
spoke about the L.A.'s part in Guiding. Miss 
Kane, who is an Extension Ranger Guider, 
told the Conference how this section had en
joyed the challenge of the new Programme. 
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FOR YOUR INTEREST: 

List of International and Regional 
Organisations with which the 
WAGGGS Maintains Relations 

(Continued from January/February) 

II (b). - International Non - Govenunental 
Organisations with which the WAGGGS 
has occasional contact 

International Association of Physical Educa
tion and Sports for Girls and Women 

(Collaboration so far limited to exchange 
of documentation.) 

International Centre of Films for Children 
(ICFC) 

(Collaboration limited to exchange of 
documentation.) 

International Federation of Business and 
Professional Women (IFBPW) 

International Federation of University 
Women 

(Exchange of Documentation; attendance 
at each other's Conferences as fraternal 
delegates. ) 

International Folk Music Council 

International Movement of Catholic, Agri-
cultural and Rural Youth 

(Exchange of documentation at world 
level, close contacts in some Member 
Countries at national level on rural youth 
questions.) 

International Union for Child Welfare 
(IUCW) 

(Exchange of documentation and co
operation in fields of mutual interest.) 

International Union for Health Education 
(Exchange of documentation and occa
sional representation at meetings of 
mutual interest.) 

International Youth Federation for the 
Study and Conservation of Nature 
(IYF) 

(Exchange of documentation; invitation to 
Guides/ Girl Scouts to participate in IYF 
camps' possible observer at Conferences.) 

International Youth Hostel Federation 
(IYHF) 

League of Red Cross Societies 
(Collaboration at international and, in 
some countries, at national level; ex
change of documentation.) 
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Lions International 
(Exchange of documentation; some col
laboration at national level.) 

Rotary International (RI) 
(Collaboration mainly at national level.) 

Salvation Army 
(Close collaboration at national level in 

some countries.) 

Soroptiniist International Association (SIA) 
(Frequent collaboration at national level 
in some countries.) 

Union of International Associations (VIA) 
(This Organisation acts as a point of con· 
tact and clearing house for NGO's, mainly 
through its publications.) 

World Alliance of Young Men's Christian 
Associations (YMCA) 

World Confederation of Organisations of the 
Teaching Profession (WCOTP) 

(Exchange of documentation.) 

World Council of Churches (WCC) 
World Federation for Mental Health 

(WFMH) 
(Observers of both Organisations attend 
each other's Conferences; exchange of 

documentation.) 
World Federation of Catholic Youth (WFCY) 

(Some Guide/Girl Scout Associations are 
affiliated to the Federation and there is a 
certain amount of collaboration at national 
level.) 

World Federation of United Nations Associa
tions (WFVNA) 

(Exchange of documentation.) 
World University Service (WUS) 
Zonta International 
III.-Regional Organisation with which the 

WAGGGS maintains contact 
Council of Europe (CE) 

(The WAGGGS is regularly invited to CE 
meetings of mutual interest; information 
on CE courses is sent out to Guide/ Girl 
Scout Associations; a list of the European 
Guide / Girl Scout Organisations appears 
in the CE publication, "Organisation of 
Youth in Europe.") 

Organisation of American States (OAS) 
(Exchange of documentation through the 
World Bureau Branch Office.) 

Regional Commissions for the United 
Nations 

(Collaboration when appropriate.) 
(Continued on page 226) 

MATILDA 



CHINESE FESTIVALS IN 
CHRISTMAS ISLANDS 

FAM CHOO BENG, M.B.E. 

Principal of the Christmas Island Teaching 
Service. 

Christmas Island, with a population pre
dominantly Chinese-the young of Singapore 
and Malaysian descent and the older of 
Chinese descent-celebrate Chinese Festivals 
on a much smaller scale than in Singapore 
or Malaysia, but the fervour and spirit of 
l-evelry are just as high. 

Traditionalists by nature, the Chinese do 
exactly what their ancestors did and the 
young when asked why such and such a 
Festival is celebrated or why prayers and 
offerings are made, usually accompanied 
with burning of joss sticks, joss papers and 
lighting of candles, would often answer, "We 
have always done so." 

i:I * * Underlying the celebrations are the ever-
present fear of reprisals from numerous 
mischievous spirits seeking appeasement, 
the fear of being in the bad books of gods, 
and the urge to preserve the unity of the 
family, living or dead. 

In the observance of Festivals, the Chinese 
Almanac, printed in Chinese characters and 
imported from Singapore, is consulted. It 
contains a wide range of information on the 
year's Festivals, on matters pertaining to 
worship, on lucky and unlucky days, and 
guidance on all matters which affect daily 
life, ranging from births to funerals. This 
yearly Almanac is a MUST to almost all 
Chinese households. 

Most of the Festivals of the Chinese year 
are celebrated to honour ancestors and to 
keep on the good side of specific deities on 
specific Festivals with offerings and prayers. 
The prayers and offerings are made as if 
the ancestors are alive. They strengthen 
family ties. The primary object is to honour 
one's ancestors. 

It should be noted that the Chinese do not 
have a common deity and one may be more 
popular than others. Although the deities 
are commonly known as gods, there is only 
one god-Tien Kung-the God of Heaven. 

The equivalent to the deities in Western 
thought is "Saints" through whom the 
Chinese pray. These deities or saints in 
turn convey the prayers to the God of Hea
ven with their recommendations. Thus the 
prayers and offerings to keep on their good 
side. 

March, 1971 

The Chinese New Year 

There are four public holidays during the 
Chinese New Year-the Eve, the 1st and 
2nd days, and the "Chap Goh Meh," the 15th 
and last day. This is the most important 
Festival in Christmas Island. It is also the 
most religious season of the year during 
which offerings and prayers are made to the 
gods of the Chinese pantheon. It is taken 
for granted that the New Year begins on the 
1st day of the Lunar Year and lasts till the 
15th day but in actual fact the season begins 
before then, on the 24th day of the 12th 
Moon with a send-off of the Kitchen God to 
Heaven. On this day he leaves earth for his 
annual holiday in Heaven where he gives 
an accounting of the good deeds and mis
deeds of the past year to the God of Hea
ven. He is one of the most popuar gods of 
Chinese polytheism. He is in every kitchen, 
represented by a piece of red paper or a 
wooden board with the essential Chinese 
characters and through him, blessings may 
be asked of the God of Heaven. In the send
off all devotees try their best to get on his 
good side with offerings of delicacies to put 
him in good humour. Paper hats, shoes, 
and clothes are burnt so that he may get 
to Heaven appropriately dressed. All this 
done in the hope that he may dwell on the 
good deeds and gloss over the misdeeds. 
The shrine, the red paper, or wooden board, 
or whatever it may be, which is to be re
placed wth a new one, is also burnt with 
joss papers, joss sticks, and lighted candles, 
accompanied by firing of crackers so that 
he is sent to Heaven in a pall of smoke. He 
returns to earth at any time between New 
Year's Eve and the end of the season, the 
15th day. Up to the 15th day there is a 
succession of send-offs to various deities to 
Heaven to report on the activities of the 
human race. It is also an annual rest for 
the deities concerned and is a period of 
peace offerings in the form of delicacies, 
wine, burning of paper money and clothes, 
and prayers so that they may return to Hea
ven properly attired, affluent, well-fed, and 
entertained. At some time during these 
fifteen days, the deities will return to earth 
and there is a series of welcomes, again 
with offerings and prayers. All welcomes 
take place in front of the house on raised 
altars, a symbol of doing honour, as the 
deities are returning from Heaven. 

Days ahead, the womenfolk are busy pre
paring for the New Year. The house is 
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thoroughly cleaned and where possible, it 
will be given a new coat of paint. Cakes, 
sweetmeats, and biscuits are prepared for 
consumption and to be given away to 
friends and relatives. Jewellery, gold 
articles, and new articles of clothing are 
bought. New currency notes and coins are 
drawn to make "Ang Pows"-red packet gifts. 
All accounts and debts are settled and in
ability to do so means a "loss of face"-dis
grace. The New Year must be started fresh. 
Barbers and ladies' hairdressers do a roar
ing trade. The predominant colour is red, 
the traditional colour expressing happiness 
and good luck and is also the colour of the 
peach blossom, the symbol of immortality. 
Lengths of red cloth are draped over front 
doors and red "lucky posters" with inscrip
tions, e.g., happiness, success, longevity, 
riches, harmony, gift of a grandchild, an 
easy and comfortable life, are pasted over 
and above doors and windows. 

(To be continued) 

THE KEW BROWNIE GUIDES AND 
VEE LING 

For the past two years, Brownie Guides of 
the Kew District have been sponsoring a 
Chinese girl, Tam Yee Ling, under the Hong 
Kong Resettlement Scheme. It has cost $52 
a year to pay for her schooling and provide 
her main meal for the day. The necessary 
money was raised at a Doll Show and Fete in 
August, 1968. There is enough money still in 
hand for another year at primary school for 
Yee Ling, but we recently learned that in 
1971 she is expected to move up to secondary 
school, where the fees will be considerably 
higher. To raise the balance, we organised 
another show - described by one of our 
Brownie Guides as follows: 

The Kew Brownie Guides had a Fete. We 
had a "Bits and Pieces" stall, a Cake stall, a 
Lolly stall and a Lemon stall. We also had 
an exhibition of Scrap Sculpture, Soft Toys 
and Art done by the Brownie Guides. For 
each entry we put in we paid five cents, and 
prizes were given for the best in each sec
tion. We made $80 which will help to pay 
for at least one more year's schooling for 
Yee Ling. 

-Bronwyn Dennis, 2nd Kew Pack 
Bronwyn does not mention how hard the 

Brownie Guides (as well as their mums) 
worked, in the weeks preceding the show, 
making articles for the stalls. 

-D.P.G. 
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RETIREMENTS - Continued from page 222. 
lor, 2nd East Ringwood; Mrs. R. G. Todd, 1st 
Melton; Mrs. E. O. Burkett, 2nd Wattle Park; 

Irs. E. Rolland, 1st Wycheproof; Miss R. Mellor, 
2nd Aberfeldie; Miss B. Hooper, 1st Heywood; 
Miss M. McKenzie, 1st Hastings; Miss L. Menzel, 
1st \Vinchelsea; Miss B. Allen, 9th Gcelong; Mrs. 
G. O. Ferguson, 1st ~Tarracknabeal. 

ASSISTANT GUIDE GUIDERS: 

1iss J. L. Gould, 2nd Fcrntree Gully; Mrs. I. 
Smith, 1st Ouambatook; Mrs. R. A. Francis, 3rd 
Shepparton; Miss B. J. Whinray, 1st Cobram; Mrs. 
B. E. Ward, 3rd Templestowe; Miss L. A. Wallace, 
6th Colac; Miss L. Folan, 2nd Coburg South; Mrs. 
R. G. Downie, 1st Ultima; Miss C. Madder, 1st 
'\'vcheproof; Mrs. E. Roberts, 2nd Benalla; Mrs. 
R. K. Smith, 2nd OrnlOnd. 

BROWNIE GUIDERS: 

Mrs. N. Clayton, 3rd Hamilton; Miss F. Grove, 
3rd Ballarat; Mrs. L. Langveldt, 4th Belmont; Mrs. 
E. J. Canning, 1st East Ringwood; Mrs. G. Morri· 
son, 1st Yinnar; Mrs. 1. A. Boyd, 1st ~orouly 
South; Miss J. Anderson, 1st Dandenong; Mrs. B. 
Baldwin, 1st Avoca; Mrs. P. Lawrence, 3rd Over
port; Mrs. B. C. Bishop, 3rd Moorleigh; Miss C. 
'\'iIIiams, 3rd Dandenong; Mrs. A. C. Bethune, 
2nd Mentone; Mrs. A. R. Comer, 3rd Blackburn; 
Mrs. J. L. lIardie, 2nd Dcepdene; Mrs. 1. Loveland, 
2nd Ringwood; Mrs. B. Richmond, 2nd Belfield; 
Miss M. Peel, 1/2nd Winchelsea; Mrs. T. A. 
IIand, 1st Karingal; Mrs. R. R. Cooper, 1st Dayles
ford . 

ASSISTANT BROWNIE GUIDERS: 

Miss J. Grills, 1st Gardiner; Mrs. R. B. Morris, 
3rd Mildura South; Miss H. Fraser, 6th Hawthorn; 
Mrs. J. Adams, 1st Lindenow· Mrs. D. R. Scotch-
11100r, 2nd East Ringwood; Mrs. c. F. Clarke, ~st 
Walwa; Miss H. M. Harlock, 1st Allansford; Ml5S 
F. Cox, 1st Dandenong; Mrs. A. H. Walker, ~st 
Yinnar; Mrs. J. R. George, 1st Korumburra; MISS 
II. Gross, 4th South Yarra; Miss R. L. Tuffnell, 
1st Rutherglen; Mrs. R. McCahon, 1st Daylesford; 
Mrs. S. Dickens, 1st Karingal. 

FOR YOUR INTEREST - Cont. from p. 224 

IV. - National Organisations with Inter
national Affiliations with which the 
WAGGGS maintains contact 

Asian Youth Institute in the Philippines 
(AYIP) 

(Contact is maintained through the Girl 
Scouts of the Philippines who represent 
the WAGGGS at meetings of mutual in
terest.) 

Quota International Inc. 
(Exchange of documentation.) 

American Field Service 
Did you realize how widespread the affilia
tions of our World Association are? And 
how much WE as members are part of 
this world scene? 
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YOUR GUIDE SHOP 
Due to increases in awards and the recent ruling of the Arbitration Court increasing all 

salaries by 6 per cent. on the base rate, our suppliers of uniforms and cloth badges have been 
forced to raise their prices as from 1st January, 1971. As a consequence alteration to prices 
have had to be made to many items in the Guide Shop. 

ALTERATIONS TO UNIFORM PRICES 

March, 1971 

Brownie Guide Uniform - all sizes to $5.30 
Brownie Tie - short - 29" ...... to 40c 
Guide Skirt - all sizes to $4.55 
Guide Blouse - all sizes to $4.35 
Camp Blouse - all sizes to $2.30 
Ranger Guide Uniform - all sizes to $21.00 
Commissioner Skirt Strt. all sizes $8.35 
Guider Gored Skirt - all sizes to $7.60 
Commissioner/Guider Jacket : 

Bust - 32", 34", 36", 38/1 ..... . 
Bust - 40", 42" ..... . 

Commissioner/ Guider Blouse - all 

to $14.20 
to $14.90 

sizes ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ..... to $4.10 
Commissioner/ Guider Summer Frock: 

Size 32/1, 34", 36", 38" to $13.20 
Size - 40" , 42/1 ...... ...... .. .. .. ...... to $14.20 

BADGES: 
Brownie Guide Badges and distinguishing marks 

Journey - Footpath ...... ...... to 17c 
Roadway...... to 17c 
Highway...... to 17c 

Venture .... . 
Interest ..... . 
Emblems 
Second Sixer ................. . 

Service Stars 
1st Year ..... . 
2nd Year ................. . 
3rd Year 

Stripes 
Sixer ..... 

to Hc 
to llc 
to llc 
to Hc 

to 7c 
to 7c 

...... to 7c 

to Hc 
Guide Badges and distinguishing marks 

Patrol Leader's Beret ... .. . 
Queen's Guide 
Interest Badges ..... . 
Camp Tenderfoot Badges . ............... . 
Collec tive Emblems-

(Service, Arts and Crafts, Fit
ness, Bushcraft, Little House, 
World Friendship) .... 

Guide Service Flash 
Stripes 

Patrol Second (One bar) ...... . 
Patrol Leader (Two bars) ........... . 

to Hc 
to 22c 
to Hc 
to llc 

to 22c 
to llc 

to lIc 
to Bc 

Pack Leader 
Ex-Pack Leader ... ... .. ... . 

...... to llc 

...... to 11c 

Page 4 Price List 
Page 4 Price List 
Page 5 Price List 
Page 5 Price List 
Page 5 Price List 
Page 6 Price List 
Page 6 Price List 
Page 6 Price List 

Page 6 Price List 
Page 6 Price List 

Page 6 Price List 

Page 6 Price List 
Page 6 Price List 

Page 4 Price List 
Page 4 Price List 
Page 4 Price List 
Page 4 Price List 
Page 4 Price List 
Page 4 Price List 
Page 4 Price List 

Page 4 Price List 
Page 4 Price List 
Page 4 Price List 

Page 4 Price List 

Page 5 Price List 
Page 5 Price List 
Page 5 Price List 
Page 5 Price List 

Page 5 Price List 
Page 5 Price List 

Page 5 Price List 
Page 5 Price List 
Page 5 Price List 
Page 5 Price List 
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ENGLISH MAGAZINES 
From February, 1971, issue-

The Brownie 
Today's Guide 
The Guider ...... 

NOW AVAILABLE 

Increase to lOe 
Increase to 15c 
Increase to 25c 

New Victorian Girl Guide Choir Record 
The Brownie Guide Story -- Song 
and Graces . 33j r.p.m . ................. . $2.00 

60c 
20c 
20c 
40c 
15c 

Scouting for Boys (Scouts Edition) Page 10 Price List 
Page 9 Price List 
Page 9 Price List 
Not listed 

Stalking Chart ................................... . 
Firelighting Chart ...... ............ ...... ........... . 
Brownie Six Emblem Stencils ...... .... . 
Ranger Guide Handbook Supplement 

Discontinued 
InrOT-malion has been received from Commonwealth Headquarters that they regret that the 
rollowing publicalions have been discontinued : 

Let's Play Garnes .. ... . 
More Garnes to Play ...... . ..... 

EASTER CAMPING 

Complete supplies of Camp Uniforms and 

Equipment available. 

Arc you a Camper? (Hints on the 
Camper Badge) .... .. 

Lel's Go Camping ....................... . 

The Quartermas ter in Camp ... .. . 

Pr"aclica l Camp Cookery 

Pack Holidays .... 

Tenl Lore ..... . 

Tackle Camping This Way 

The Bushman's Handbook ...... ............ ..... . 

BUSHFIRE 

In a dark black hole, and deep, 
Lives a dragon, fast asleep, 

20c 

85c 
35c 

$2.00 

40e 

90c 

$1.35 

$1.45 

He wakes each year when summer comes, 
Sending sparks aflying to the tall gums, 
Set ling forests on fire, killing off cattle, 
While firemen everywhere fight a desperate 

battle, 
Leaving blackened patches, of once-was graz

ing land, 
Destruction lies around, from that dragon's 

hand . 

Page 14 Price List 
Page 14 Price List 

The Bushcraft Handbooks ...... ...... . ..... 45c each 
Huts and Thatching 
Campcraft 
Food and Water (How to live off the 

land) 
Firemaking 
Knots and Lashings 
Time and Direction 

By Map and Compass ...... ...... ...... ... ... ...... $1.95 
Maps (How to read and make them) 45c 
An easy guide to Southern Stars ...... SOc 
Help yourself series .. .... ...... ...... ...... ...... 20c each 

Hike Cooking 
Knotting and Lanyard Making 
To use a Map 
Stalking and Tracking 

Or was it? Study, search your mind-
If you do so, you will find 
An uncovered fire, an unlucky match? 
Or was it the dragon who lifted the latch 
To horror, to fire, to sorrow all round? 
I think 'twas the former, the match on the 

ground, 
But with care, and prevention on the part 

of all, 
We'll kill that 

to call. 
fire dragon, before he comes 

--Deborah Glass (11 years), 
4th South Yarra Company 

Registered at the G.P.O. , Metb., lor transmission by post al a periodical, category B. Subscription-S2.00 p.a.; 20c par copy 

McKELLAR PRESS PTY. LTD .. 33 GLEHfEAAIE ROAD. MALVERN . PHONE: SO 3174 (3 LINES) 


	Mitilda7071_0361
	Mitilda7071_0362
	Mitilda7071_0363
	Mitilda7071_0364
	Mitilda7071_0365
	Mitilda7071_0366
	Mitilda7071_0367
	Mitilda7071_0368
	Mitilda7071_0369
	Mitilda7071_0370
	Mitilda7071_0371
	Mitilda7071_0372
	Mitilda7071_0373
	Mitilda7071_0374
	Mitilda7071_0375
	Mitilda7071_0376
	Mitilda7071_0377
	Mitilda7071_0378
	Mitilda7071_0379
	Mitilda7071_0380
	Mitilda7071_0381
	Mitilda7071_0382
	Mitilda7071_0383
	Mitilda7071_0384
	Mitilda7071_0385
	Mitilda7071_0386
	Mitilda7071_0387
	Mitilda7071_0388

