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FROM OUR STATE COMMISSIONER . .. 

During February Guiding activities were 
re-commenced all over the State and Think
ing Day celebrations provided the first op
portunity this year for Movement gatherings. 
There can be no doubting the value of well
planned meetings at which large numbers 
of Movement members congregate-whether 
at District, Division, Region or State level. 
Combined Founders' Day-Thinking Day ser
vices are taking place in greater numbers 
each year and the inspiration engendered 
when so many uniformed personnel take 
part is very worth-while. It is also encour
aging to note the number of parents and 
holders of civic office who come along to 
such gatherings. 

Mrs. Dwyer, Internationa.l Adviser, accom
panied me to Numurkah where I was privi
leged to participate in the splendid annual 
Scout/Guide service. Miss Shaw was present 
at Camberwell and Mrs. Hutchinson at Kew. 

As in previous years, a very good number 
of members went to St. Patrick's Cathedral, 
Melbourne, when the Thinking Day Mass 
was celebrated by His Grace, Bishop Culli
nan. It was pleasing to have a number of 
members from other denominations and 
from the Executive Committee at the ser
vice. 

The Trefoil Guild Adviser, Mrs. Lister, 
attended the quarterly Advisers' meeting in 
February. Whilst much of the technical 
matter under discussion at such meetings 
does not concern Trefoil, it is, nevertheless, 
hoped that, by keeping in touch with the 
active Movement, the Adviser will be kept 
aware of the assistance which "at present 
inactive" members can give. 

Of the new Commissioners at the first resi
dential training of the year almost half had 
already served the Movement in other fields 
thus giving added advantage to the training. 
In welcoming all new Commissioners to the 
State "team," I hope they will find their 
roles very satisfying and that they will 
bring to Guiding their own talents and en
thusiasms as well as assisting with the 
spread of our organization into many new 
areas-both of girls and leaders. 

As you will all know, the Commonwealth 
Chief Commissioner will visit Australia from 
22nd April to 5th June and we look forward 
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to having her in Victoria from 8th to 13th 
May. Mrs. Osbourn Shave and her Com
mittee have now concluded planning all de
tails to ensure that as many people as pos
sible will have an opportunity to meet Mrs. 
Parker-Bowles and that she, in turn, will see 
something of our State, and of Guiding in 
Victoria. Region Commissioners have passed 
on details to personnel in their areas. 

We have another Guide visitor from the 
U.K. for the next few months-albeit un
officially! Mrs. Margaret Taylor, who was In
ternational Adviser for Glasgow County, 
spent two weeks with Mrs. Wallace, member 
of the Public Relations Sub-committee, and 
is now at Mount Eliza. Following her re
turn home later this year, Mrs Taylor. will 
take up an appointment as Trefoil Guild 
Adviser for Glasgow County. 

After determined efforts by the team at 
Headquarters, Miss Macartney was per
suaded to use her long-service leave by tak
ing a trip to England! The decision being 
made, her itinerary was widened to include 
Canada, the U.S.A. AND a return via South 
Africa to visit the Kruger National Park. 
Our State Secretary has been deeply in
volved in the Association's affairs for a long 
time and needs a rest. This opportunity will 
doubtless be most beneficial to her and we 
hope every moment of her trip will be en
joyable, returning her to us with a store of 
happy memories. 

The Australian and State Conservation 
Committees, with the Section Advisers, have 
worked out details of the Conservation Pro
ject, 1971. During the next few months it is 
hoped that every member of the Association 
will be wearing the appropriate badge
proof of her participation in the Scheme. 

An aspect of the Guiding programme 
which occasioned much discussion at the 
last World Conference was that of the 
Promise and Law-one of the main things 
which binds together members of the World 
Association is their adherence to these fun
damental principles. This discussion will un-

(Continued on page 232) 
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My Dear Chief Commissioner, 
What a super Christmas I had! 

I can look back on many places where 
I have spent Christmas Days-some in 
Africa, in Asia, in America, and in 
Australia-and now I have spent one 
in my own home for a change, rejoic
ing in the kind thoughts and messages 
that have come from friends far and 
wide. 

But biggest and best, and most ex
citing of all has been the receiving of 
this very special gift from you, known 
-as you no doubt know-as "Hampers 
to Hampers"-a present sent to me by 
you dear kind Guides and Guiders for 
me to use for my own needs as well as 
for entertaining all my many friend 
who will visit me during the coming 
year. 

What lovely times I have had with 
you all during my many tours, and 
what kindness you have shown me be
fore this latest expression of it! 

I am not sure whether all of you 
who have contributed to this third big 
gift will be aware of what so many 
of you bave done for me before. First 
of all, thanks to Australia's generosity, 
I was able to give books in Spanish 
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for Guiding in Spanish-speaking coun
tries in South America. Then, secondly, 
thanks to still more generous giving, 
the slogan became "Ice creams into 
doors," with the result that "you" have 
got doors in Pakistan, Singapore, Trini
dad, Jamaica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, 
Wales, England, Belgium and Den
mark. Then, when funds were running 
low, your gifts were turned into "win
dows," and you have a window look
ing out over a lake in Canada and one 
looking out over a lake in Finland and 
so on, and there are even one or two 
gateways as well. And now, here is 
your third lovely gift to me, which will 
help me very much in entertaining 
Guide and Girl Scout visitors to my 
home and in many other ways too. 

So to each and everyone of you who 
has contributed to this most won
derful surprise present I send my very 
warmest thanks, not only for the gift 
itself but for the generous loving 
thoughts which prompted you to send 
it. 

Through these coming months
whilst we are having our wintry wea
ther and you are having your "Sum
mer season" - I shall be revelling in 
being enabled to show welcomes and 
hospitality to many friends who will 
come from far and near to see me here 
in my home; and indeed this gorgeous 
"Hampers for Hampers" present from 
you all, in dear Australia, is giving me 
untold pleasure. 

My very cordial greetings and grati
tude to you all. 

Yours ever affectionately, 

of~~~-~~ 
World Chief Guide. 
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STATE COMMISSIONER-Cont. from p. 230) 
doubtedly be continued at the 1972 World 
our thinking upon this most vital question 
in order to give our point of view. During 
Conference and it is essential that Austra
lia's delegation should be fully informed of 
this year we have a splendid opportunity to 
discuss the matter thoroughly throughout 
our Association-in packs, companies, units; 
at Guider, L.A., Commissioner, State Council, 
Executive and all other meetings. Will you 
help by THINKING, CONSIDERING, DIS
CUSSING, RESEARCHING? You may wish 
to pass resultant information through the 
usual channels of communication to the 
Region Commissioners, or you may like to 
write to me, but we request that you arrange 
to let us have this not later than 1st 
November, 1971. 

I am grateful to the report of the recent 
Australian Training Conference (held re
cently in South Australia), where the sub
ject was reviewed, for the clear setting out 
of the issues involved and I offer the fol
lowing as a suggested lead to your delibera
tions:--

Consider: 
The wording, manner of expression, 

length, meaning; 
The values and attitudes of these ideals 

in the world of to-day; 
The complete involvement which is re

quired; 

The Lady Baden-Powell, wife of the 
Founder's eldest grandson (now the third 
Lord Baden-Powell of Gilwell), is the Vice
Chairman of the Diamond Jubilee Commit
tee which has been planning all the big 
national events in Great Britain. She is the 
Guider for 1st Ripley, Surrey West, Guide 
Coy. and the District Commissioner for Wor
plesdon; she also serves on the Committee 
of Olave House in London, one of the four 
World Association Guide Houses. 

Born at Gwelo, Rhodesia, Lady Baden
Powell went to school at St. Peter's Dio
cesan School in Bulawayo. She was enrolled 
as a Guide by the Chief Guide in April, 1964, 
during a Trefoil Guild Conference at Swan
wick. 

Guides who have enjoyed talking to Lady 
Baden-Powell at Guide events will know she 
likes meeting new people and hearing all 
about the exciting things they are doing. 
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The cri teria determining admission of a 
girl to make her promise-skills, per
sonal endeavour, participation, other 
considerations; 

The promise and law in the Guiding 
sphere and in home and community 
life; 

The reasons for encouraging a girl to 
keep her promise-the activities and 
influences in Guiding which have a 
bearing on this; 

Whether the promise and law, in present 
terms, meets the expectations of the 
children, adolescents, you t hand 
leaders of the Association and the 
needs of to-day's Guide education. 

These notes are designed to set you think
ing-they merely scratch the surface of the 
subject, into which I hope you will ALL 
delve deeply. This exercise will probably 
confirm and strengthen your own personal 
beliefs, whether you consider change advis
able, necessary, foolish or unthinkable! 

I look forward to receiving the results of 
your findings. 

Good Guiding. 

This summer she hopes to accompany the 
Chief Guide to the Diamond Jubilee Camp of 
the Danish "Blue Guides" (D.D.P. Associa
tion) at Hostrup Lake in South Jutland. Last 
year Lady Baden-Powell enjoyed visiting the 
6000 strong Swiss Golden Jubilee Camp and 
the World Conference in Finland. She is 
very interested in antique furniture and likes 
gardening, travel, embroidery, reading maga
zines and biographies - and walking her dog, 
"Tinker", mostly Welsh shepherd! 
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NEW APPOINTMENT 
Extension Adviser: 

It is with pleasure we announce that Mrs. 
G. Kirk, at the invitation of the Executive 
Committee, has accepted appointment as 
Extension Adviser as from 1st May, 1971. 

We know that you will wish to join with 
us in extending to Mrs. Kirk every good 
wish on her new form of service to Vic
torian Guiding. As a former Assistant Exten
sion Adviser, she is already well known to 
the Extension Guiders, Brownies, Guides, and 
Ranger Guides. Mrs. Kirk has also served 
the Movement as a District, Division and 
Region Commissioner and is currently a 
member of the State Executive Committee. 
Her address and telephone number are: 

4 Westley Street, Hawthorn, 3122 (82-1485). 
In extending a welcome to Mrs. Kirk as 

Miss Young's successor, we express to Miss 
Young our deep gratitude and warm appre
ciation for her outstanding service to the 
Movement as Extension Adviser during her 
term of office. 

After five years of untiring enthusiasm and 
time freely given, Norma Young is retiring as 
Extension Adviser. We, the Extension Guid
ers, treasure her friendship and the help she 
has given us. 

To be an Adviser to any group in Guiding 
requires a lot of work and a great deal of 
time; the Extension Guider needs these -
and more. Norma has inspired Extensions 
to share to the utmost in the true spirit of 
Guiding. 

Our Training weekends have been great 
fun, stimulating yet relaxing. We learned to 
look at our problems and others' too, and 
with Norma's help took home new ideas for 
our units. We are very happy she will be 
staying with us as our Camping Adviser, in
spiring us to continue our camping. 

The Extension Guiders say "Thank you, 
Norma, for all your help", and think the 
words of an old song applies to us all 

"Make new friends, but keep the old, 
One is silver, the other gold." 

We would like to welcome back to the Ex
tension section our new Adviser, Mrs. 
Dorothy Kirk. Dorothy is no newcomer to 
us, as we have had the pleasure of her help 
before. 

April, 1971 

EXECUTIVE NOTES 

February, 1971, and the first meeting for 
the year-it seemed such a long time back 
to December and our last meeting, but we 
were soon back into the swing-

Funds held for Districts in Recess. 

Rangers ... Extensions. 

Advisers-you will read elsewhere in 
"Matilda" of the appointment of Mrs. D. 
Kirk as Extension Adviser. 

Conservation and the plans for 1971 as a 
special year for Conservation and planning. 

Property ... a contract for the building of 
the Thank You Chalet. 

Camping . . . and the use of the T. C. 
Lothian Trust. 

Our Commonwealth Chief Commissioner's 
coming visit in May .. . . 

Superannuation for our H.Q. staff ... 
general finances for our Movement. 

Irene Fairbairn Fund-how we can develop 
it and use it. 

Public Relations-New Commissioners. 

Executive Committee membership. 

Help to the Good Neighbour Council. 

And I don't know why it is that the item 
of Any Other Business seems to attract 
almost as many items under its heading as 
the agenda as a whole. 

But back in business we certainly were
with homework to be done, and plans to be 
made for another busy year for the Move
ment in Victoria. 
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THE EXTENSION OF GUIDING FROM 
THE EXTENSION ADVISER 

Just recently I saw a most wonderful 
example of the extension of Guiding when I 
attended the investiture of the first four 
Ranger Guides in the 2nd Beechworth 
Ranger Company. 

The investiture ceremony was one of the 
most impressive I have seen, the four 
Rangers who made their Promi e were fully 
aware of the solemnity of the occasion and 
it was obvious that the Promise had a really 
deep meaning for them. 

The hall was packed with Brownies from 
the Pack, Guides from the two guide com
panies, Rangers from 1st Beeehworth 
Rangers, L.A. members, Trefoil members, 
parents and friends and the wife of the 
Shire President was also there to extend he. 
good wishes. 

No doubt you are thinking, well this is nul 
any different to our last Ranger Investiture, 
but these four Rangers live at the Mayday 
Hills Mental Hospital in Beechworth and 
this is the first Ranger company to be at
tached to a mental hospital. 

The great interest taken in this venture 
was shown by the fact that the Superinten
dent, Dr. L. H . Whitaker, the Matron, Miss 
McDonald, and various other members of 
the Hospital staff, were present to see the 
girls make their Promise. 

The rangers were presented to the Leader 
of 1st Beechworth Ranger Company by their 
own Assistant Leader, the Colour Party con
sisted of the Queen's Guides of 1st Beech
worth Company and the Region Commis
sioner was "master-oE-ceremonies" [or the 
evening. 

Leader of 2nd Beechworth Rangers was 
formerly District Commissioner in the area, 
and when her term as D.C. ended she looked 
around for a way in which she could further 
extend guiding in the area. 

The morning following the ceremony I 
was entertained to morning tea at the hos
pital by our four new Rangers, Margaret 
Allen, Beverley Berry, Dawn Bryant and 
Beverley Unger, who together with Dr. 
Whitaker, Matron, the Assistant Matron and 
Sister in charge of their ward, then took m e 
on a conducted tour of the hospital. 
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Although we have extended guiding in to 
the hospital, we have also helped to bring 
the hospital into the community, and the 
guiding folk in Beechworth, and especially 
the leader of 2nd Beechworth Rangers, are 
to be congratulated on their initiative. I 
feel there is tremendou potential for this 
work in Beechworth. 

The 2nd Beechworth Ranger Company has 
been launched with great ceremony and ex
citement and with the co-operation of all 
concerned has a wonderful future ahead. 

A CHALLENGE 

During 1970 1st Fairfield Guide Company 
(active) agreed to accept a challenge of a 
different nature - to admit to the company 
six blind girl from St. Paul's School for the 
Blind. 

I say challenge because nobody was really 
sure that this would work satisfactorily. 

Mrs. Shirley Lang did a sterling job -
coming from Mt. Waverley to Kew, picking 
up the girls and bringing them on to Fairfield 
- and acting as co-captain with me. 

As the year came to a close changes were 
being made and three of our six girls were 
leaving the school and will not be able to 
continue with our company. 

Doubtless you will want to know "Did it 
work?" YES!! in large capitals. 

The actives were certain that it would and 
set about making sure that it did do just 
that; very little change was ever made to 
our usual programme of activity. The girls 
were treated as any other guide in the com
pany. 

I'm sorry it would take so much space to 
wri te about the one hundred and one things 
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which happened, so I shall list briefly some 
of the things which come to mind: 

The night the Guide Adviser was so 
thrilled to see P.L. of a 10V2-year-old (who 
had never camped in a tent), guiding her 
hand to draw a tent! This was our painting 
night when everybody was to draw what 
they knew or thought camp would be like. 

Then the time we went indoor to Belgrave 
- Division level - and two girls from 
another company shared an eight-bunk room 
with six of our girls. After a few days with 
one girl they finally worked out that she was 
one of the blind guides from 1st Fairfield. 

The occasion of the fitness night, when 
everybody went for a two-mile sprint and 
finished up at the hall jumping two chairs -
lWO pickets took the hands of everybody and 
gave them the extra spirit to get over - who 
was blind? Who knows? 

Enough - I could go on and on - but let 
me just in closing say - the company has 
never been so happy, and I say thanks to 
Mrs. Lang for giving both the girls and their 
captain the opportunity of a new learning. 

I recommend that every active unit try 
something similar if they are looking for 
happiness within a unit. 

DEAR MATILDA 

SHIRLEY PRINCE, 
Guide Leader, 1st Fairfield 

1st Kinglake Guide and Brownie Guide 
Units held an international night to celebrate 
Thinking Day. 

The Guides prepared a display of hand
crafts, wall charts and illustrations and pre
sented some interesting items and informa
tion on India and Indonesia. 

It was an important night for four 
Brownie Guides who came on to the Guide 
Company. In the darkened hall they carried 
candles to light their pathway to Guides. 
They were greeted by Guides who each held 
a trefoil representing one of the eight points. 

A program of international games fol
lowed and our visitors joined in playing 
them. 

Afterwards an international supper was 
served with a variety of foreign dishes such 
as Danish pastry, Irish griddle bread, Brazi
lian dreams, a Dutch Easter specialty and 
Chinese candy. It really was a happy and 
successful night. 
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VISIT OF 
COMMONWEALTH 
CHIEF COMMISSIONER-
Mrs. DEREK PARKER-BOWLES 

You will be interested to know of the func
tions arranged for our visitor; they cover all 
sections of the Movement. 
Saturday, 8th May: 

10.50 a.m. - Arrival at Essendon Airport. 
Afternoon - Attend Moonee Valley Races. 
Evening - Executive Dinner Party. 

Sunday, 9th May: 
Visit Britannia Park and Healesville Sanc

tuary. 
Monday, 10th May: 

Press Interviews at H.Q. 
Noon - Luncheon for representatives of 

Division and District Commissioners. 
Late Afternoon - State Government Re

ception. 
Tuesday, 11th May: 

Morning - Coffee Party for representatives 
of Local Associations, Guiders and Tre
foil Guilds. 

Afternoon - Call on Lady Mayoress, Mrs. 
Edward Best. 

Evening - Ranger Guide Buffet Dinner at 
Headquarters. 

Wednesday, 12th May: 
Day with Brownie Guides, Guides and 

Ranger Guides of Mornington Peninsula 
Region. 

Thursday, 13th May: 
Presentation to Mrs. Parker-Bowles at Es
sendon Airport by a Brownie Guide and 
Ranger Guide. 

12.50 p.m. - Depart for Canberra. 

We do hope that your representatives wiJl 
teJl you all about these varied functions and 
the joy of meeting our Chief Commissioner 
for the Commonwealth. 

When as a child I laughed and wept 
time crept. 
When as a youth I dreamed and talked 
time walked. 
When I became a full grown man - time 
ran. 
And later as I older grew - time flew. 
Soon I shall find, while travelling on - time 
gone. 
Will Christ have saved my soul by then? 

(Lines in Chester cathedral) 
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PAKISTAN FUND. Everyone has responded 
to this appeal in a most wonderful way, and 
$329.74 has now been sent to Australian 
Headquarters to be forwarded to this 
country. The fund is now closed. 

DANISH CAMP. Miss Chris Canavan has 
returned from a wonderful trip to the 
Danish National Camp held at Hostrup Lake, 
South Jutland. 

MALTESE VISITOR. Mter attending Camp 
Rangatahi, New Zealand, Miss Anna Costi
gan stayed in Melbourne for a week. She is 
a prominent Youth Leader in her own 
country, an Inspector of Schools, and has 
her own radio programme for children. She 
was entertained and shown Britannia Park 
and Headquarters. It was disappointing that 
during the times of her visit she could not 
see our Guide units in action. 

OVERSEAS CONTINGENTS. Excellent 
reports have been given about the Victorian 
girls who attended the Camp at Bombay 
and Camp Rangatahi, New Zealand. Many 
happy friendships have been made, not only 
with members of the hostess countries, but 
also between the visitors. 

TRINIDAD-TOBAGO. The greatest event 
in the Trinidad year takes place on the 
Monday and Tuesday preceding Ash Wednes
day. This is the Carnival. Preparations begin 
long before-around the beginning of the 
year. Calypso singers and steel bands com
pete against each other, and costumes for 
these are prepared with exquisite care
based on themes from history, myths and 
legends and present-day life. It is interest
ing that this is going on while we are pool
ing our resources to bring a Trainer from 
this area to our International Training for 
Trainers to be held in N.S.W. during May. 
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The response has been excellent, and 
although we still want more funds to give 
our visitor a really wonderful stay, we can 
now feel that we have achieved the fare 
and training fee. So please keep those dona
tions rolling in to the International Adviser 
at Headquarters. 

VISITORS TO LONDON. There are two 
places of interest for members of the Guide 
Movement, or past members, or members of 
Local Associations, to stay-Olave House and 
the Guide Club. Both are reasonably priced. 
Further details can be obtained from the 
International Adviser. 

CAMPS IN SWEDEN AND NORWAY. 
There are eight differen t camps being 
organised in different parts of Sweden for 
various branches of the Guide Movement 
during June, July and August. And one camp 
in Norway for students at tertiary level, dur
ing August. No finance available for these, 
and further details can be obtained from the 
International Adviser-phone 211 2157. 

SPEAKERS. Would you be interested in 
hearing something of their experiences from 
one of the girls who have attended overseas 
events? Contact the International Adviser 
for details. 

* * 1::t 
TRANSLATION OF A POSTCARD RE
CEIVED FROM THE GUIDES OF NIGER 
- through Australia's International Com
missioner BY 4th JORDANVILLE 
GUIDE COMPANY, who had made a 
donation to the Guides 

"It is the beginning of a new year and with 
it the resumption of our association. Since 
our re-opening we had two meetings in 
which we have drawn our programme for 
the year, a very interesting programme as it 
will give us the opportunity to realise many 
lovely things and particularly to support 
other Girl Guides assocations. 

"With this postcard we wish to express our 
deep appreciation and thanks. Thanks to 
your donation we shall be able to go -ahead 
with our projects. With the renewal of our 
activities we promise to give you a beautiful 
surprise in a short while. In the meantime 
all Girl Guides wish to thank you. 

"Hoping to write to you much longer very 
soon, we wish you a very happy school year 
and a very high spirit. 

The Niger Girl Guides" 
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VICTORIAN RANGER GUIDE 
NEW ZEALAND TOUR, 1971 

After kissing family and friends good-bye, 
35 Ranger Guides and five Guiders, including 
the Asst.Ad., boarded the T.A.A. flight to Syd
ney, from whence we went by Qantas to 
Auckland. After settling in at our hotels we 
discovered ' the day lasted only 22 hours! 

Next morning we enjoyed a launch trip out 
through the Hauraki Gulf to Pakatoa Island, 
a small holiday resort. In the evening we 
had the choice of going to the theatre, the 
Moscow Circus, or discovering Auckland by 
night. 

After a short sight-seeing tour of Auckland 
and suburbs we travelled south through 
Hamilton, the centre of the rich dairying 
industry of the Waikato, to Waitomo. Here, 
at night we were shown the delights of the 
Glow-Worm Grotto. Sitting in small boats 
we gazed and marvelled at the tiny blue
green lights on the roof of the cavern. 

As the North Island is alive with Maori 
culture we naturally stayed at Rotorua, at
tending a fascinating Maori concert, where 
twirling the pois was made to seem so 
simple. Another feature peculiar to New 
Zealand are the thermal valleys. We inspec
ted three, Whakarewarewa, Waimangu and 
Wairakei. The latter also supplies thermal 
power. Attractions of these valleys include 
steam vents, geysers and multi-hued mud 
pools. At Waimangu we walked through the 
Buried Village of Te Wairoa, buried when 
Mt. Tarawera erupted in 1886 and parts of 
which have since been excavated. 

At Tongariro National Park some at
tempted a game of golf, while the rest hiked 
to Taranaki Falls, through picturesque beech 
forest. 

On to Wellington, where we stayed our last 
night in the North Island. We saw the city 
by night and had, for many, the experience 
of a first cable-car ride. Saying farewell to 
Peter our North Island driver was rather 
sad, as he was a most interesting personality, 
and an excellent guide. 

The South Island is famous for its scenery 
and we saw as much of it as possible. We 
tramped over the Tasman and Franz Josef 
glaciers. Where we walked the ice is up to 
400 ft. deep and the splendour of these 
glaciers is a sight never to be forgotten. 

Queenstown, an old gold-mining town, is a 
pretty place. The view from our rooms of 
the lake and mountains was magnificent. We 
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were treated to a gondola ride up to Bob's 
Peak, a chair-lift to Coronet Peak, a visit to 
the Deer Park and colourful Arrowtown, and 
a hair-raising bus ride through Skippers Can
yon, where gold is still being found. 

At Milford Sound, Mitre Peak rises directly 
out of the sea to over 5000 ft., a wonder in 
itself! 

At last we reached Christchurch, where we 
stayed at Cracroft House, the Guide prop
erty. The whole day was spent shopping 
and sightseeing, and topped off by a splendid 
dinner at the International Airport. 

And after three weeks of fellowship and 
fun, we said farewell to Colin, our driver, 
waved good-bye to New Zealand and turned 
our faces towards home. 

-Linda Haffenden, 
1st Maidstone Ranger Guide Co. 

YARRAWONGA SENIOR SCOUTS' AND 
RANGERS' HIKE FROM LAKE 
COBBLER TO MT. BULLER 

We left Yarrawonga at 3 p.m. that Friday 
to travel by truck through Whitfield to Lake 
Cobbler. About five miles from our selected 
campsite we found the road blocked by a 
fallen tree, so we loaded up our packs with 
supplies and continued to the lake on foot, 
eventually straggling in around 10.30 p .m. 
Four Scouts then made a return trip for the 
remaining supplies. 

Next morning our basic breakfast of por
ridge, toast, baked beans and spaghetti was 
consumed by all, but by Tuesday we had 
developed a taste for this interesting meal. 
We moved out for Mt. Cobbler, arriving there 
for lunch. This was very light, consisting of 
cheese, dry biscuits, sultanas and oranges, 
this basic meal being maintained through
out the hike. The peak of Mt. Cobbler was 
our next conquest. Imagine our amazement 
when, after climbing through virgin bush 
for hours, we discovered two Senior Scout 
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Troops from Melbourne sitting on the top of 
Cobbler. They had come up the other side 
- by car! Our return trip took a little 
longer as the leading Scout could not walk 
on a compass bearing as well as we thought! 
The Scout Troop from Melbourne also 
shared our perfect campsite. 

On Sunday, after Rangers Own, we set our 
course for Mt. Buller, where it was such a 
beautiful night, most decided to "sleep out"; 
we regretted this when a shower came about 
2 a.m.! 

We stopped for lunch at Monument Hill 
next day before going on to conquer Mt. 
Stirling and making camp. The view from 
our campsite was beyond description, en
compassing every mountain range within a 
270 0 arc. It was utterly breathtaking; es
pecially when the wind changed direction 
and literally blew us to the other side of the 
peak for the remainder of the night. 

Tuesday morning several braved the chill 
to see the sunrise before their final hike 
breakfast - that unique porridge that had 
so much sal t one had to use a cup of sugar 
to make it edible. Now we could see our 
goal, Mt. Buller Chalet, and this was incen
tive to climb those last few hills a little more 
enthusiastically. We arrived at The Chalet an 
hour early with dreams of ice-creams and 
soft drinks, only to find every shop closed! 
We met the scout truck and arrived back at 
Yarrawonga in time for mo t to attend the 
School Social! 

What a really enjoyable time we all had -
so much so that the next hike is already 
planned, in detail. 

- Yarrawonga Rangers 

( 
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Dear Matilda, 
After some discussion regarding handcraft 

hints to be published upon your pages, it 
suddenly dawned on us that we may be ex
pecting too much of your facilities . 

So, picking up this nice Guidey challenge 
we looked within the ranks of our own Divi
sion and came up with Mrs. Bradbury, Dis
trict Commissioner for Braybrook/North 
Sunshine, who is very adept at handcraft. 

As our Division holds a combined Guide 
Leaders' meeting twice a year, it was de
cided that a handcraft demonstration by 
Mrs. Bradbury would be included in the pro
gramme. 

Guide Leaders came from all over McKay 
Division to our Lady's Hall in Sunshine to 
find tilley lamps installed, for the S.E.C. 
had picked our night for their strike. 

Interrupted only by regular pumping of 
the lamps by the nearest leader and watched 
by ghost-like faces intently peering through 
the flickering shadows, Mrs. Bradbury 
showed us how to make books from soap 
and foam sheets, clothes brushes from 
coat hangers and foam sheets, and neatly 
folded tiny shirts from dish cloths. Inter
ested leaders cut, glued, folded and took 
notes so that they could pass on handcraft 
ideas to their guides and brownies. 

Unfortunately, Mrs. Bradbury had to cur
tail her demonstration owing to the flicker
ing lamps, and time, but we have already 
booked her for our next combined Division 
meeting of Guide Leaders and we'll all be 
there! 

So - thank you all the same, Matilda, we 
have now helped ourselves. 

By the way, that might even qualify us for 
a badge or pennant - or something - under 
the eight-point programme? 

-M.T. for McKay Division 
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~~~~~~~~~~. HEADQU ARTERS -
Statistics: THE GUIDE SHOP Our vital 

(Continued from January-February issue) 

When a unit leader sends in her order for 
four badges and a handbook and asks for 
them to be "posted urgently, please,:' I 
wonder if she thinks of all the other units 
doing the same thing at the same time? 

During an average year in the Guide Shop 
nearly 16,000 invoices are written for over 
1,000 accounts, in addition to the innumer
able cash register dockets. 

And what you SEE in the Guide Shop 
when you go in is only part of the story. 
Behind the shelves is the mail order depart
ment-and there the girls sort the orders, 
and pack some 15,000 parcels for units and 
L.A.'s-we use enough miles of string and 
Scotch tape to half circle Melbourne. 

There's the buying side of the shop too, 
of course - ordering goods ahead - negotia
ting with manufacturers-finding out when 
all sorts of items can be ready for delivery
checking goods when they come in-watch
ing prices-keeping shelves stocked. . . . 

Was it in YOUR . unit that that unusual 
badge was won? If so it would have been 
one of the 32,484 Guide and Brownie Guide 
interest badges sold during the year. 

And it doesn't really matter if you are 
22-18-22, 47-37-47, or ??? - short, tall, plain, 
skinny, or delightfully plump-the shop will 
take pleasure in fitting you out with uniform 
to your respective measurements-regard
less. 

Maybe your Brownie Guide suddenly blos
somed from the smallest frock to the 
largest? Guide sister went from 32 to 26 
waist? We are quite sure that out of the 
total number of Brownie and Guide uniforms 
sold-14,442 to be exact-your angel was 
suitably equipped. 

Over 24,000 Guide and Brownie emblems-
21 ,490 Promise badges-12,028 World badges 
-were sold last year, together with 23,203 
Brownie Guide journey and venture badges. 

All this meant a busy time for the small 
number of staff involved-sometimes a frus
trating time if goods haven't been delivered 
as promised-but have you seen a child's 
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face light up when she actually has the long 
awaited uniform in her grasp, and visualises 
how she'll look next week when she goes to 
her Promise ceremony? 

Or heard the thrill in a Guider's voice as 
she tells of the Queen's Guide badge she 
wants to buy? Or the delight in a small 
child's voice as she points out the Brownie
"just like me"-on that book cover? 

Last year was rather special, of course, for 
almost 94,000 handbooks were sold-par
celled up-sent out. Yes, they'll continue to 
be sold, but it was a big "extra" job in a 
year with all the new badges and uniforms 
to deal with too. These handbooks accounted 
for many of the miles of brown paper we 
used, to say nothing of over 14,000 of those 
attractive paper bags. 

Several of our suppliers are interested in 
the work we do, but it is by no means easy 
to maintain the "aeroplane quality" we aim 
for at the "submarine price" we hope for. 

But we go on trying-and ask you to adopt 
the slogan of that other method of trans
port-

HELP US TO HELP YOU. 
(To be continued) 

Pray don't find fault with the man who limps 
Or stumbles along the road, 

Unless you have worn the shoes he wears 
Or struggled beneath his load. 

There may be tacks in his shoes that hurt, 
Though hidden away from view, 

Or the burden he bears, placed on your back, 
Might cause you to stumble, too. 

Don't sneer at the man who's down today, 
Unless you have felt the blow 

That caused his fall or felt the shame 
That only the fallen know. 

You may be strong, but still the blows 
That were his, if dealt to you 

In the self-same way at the self-same time 
Might cause you to stagger, too. 
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CONSER VA TION . • • 

THE SEEING EYE 
It is fun, isn't it, when the eyes really 

begin to see, not just like pictures in a book 
but what that thing means to the world we 
live in. 

Have you found any Boneseed yet? Some 
nf us, we hope, will never find it because 
it has not reached that part of the world 
where we live; but for all of us there are 
other things where the "seeing eye" is 
needed. 

I live in a Melbourne suburb where the 
open spaces are disappearing, but we are 
blessed with quite a long line of old shrubs 
along our boundary fence. We love the little 
birds that live there and every morning a 
bowl of food scraps is put outside where we 
can see which birds come to eat them. 

We have sparrows; the parents descend 
with their hordes of babies!-then they make 
way for the arrogant mynah, and then comes. 
the blackbird with a small family, and then 
a pair of doves, and they bathe in the bird 
bath nearby. 

It is fun to watch, but the thing that 
interests me is that they are all like the 
Boneseed-they are not Australian natives. 
They come from distant lands; they like our 
Australian conditions, so they have been able 
to thrive and multiply. 

I have looked vainly for the Australian 
native birds that used to be found in our 
suburbs-blue wrens, willy wagtails, some
times spine bills-where have they gone? 
Why have they disappeared? 

My nephew tells me that feral cats have 
caused havoc in Sherbrooke Forest and 
forced the lyrebirds to make their nests up 
in trees. Perhaps they are partly respon
sible, too, for frightening the smaller native 
birds away from other areas. 

Do you know what "feral" means? It 
means "wild, untamed, uncultivated, brutal!" 

If your cat has too many kittens-what do 
you do about them? 
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Other people have told me about the 
kookaburra leaving our suburbs because 
there are no high, open trees from where 
he can get a clear view. 

Other people have talked about the effect 
of insecticides depriving our small birds, 
such as the blue wren, fly catcher and 
honey-eater, of the food necessary for their 
existence-the small insects and the natural 
food from tr.ees, shrubs and plants. 

We have taken away so much of the habi
tat which gives them protection; we have 
introduced the sparrow and the blackbird 
from England and the mynah and the dove 
from India, and these have increased rapidly 
and pushed out our own birds. 

We have destroyed so much already. 

So the big question arises: What do we 
want to keep? How can we recreate? 

If we have the "seeing eye" we become 
conscious of many things. 

Do write and tell me what you think. 

MISS C. BROADHURST, 
Unit B , 525 Glenferrie Road, 

Hawthorn, 3122. 

The Philanthropist: 
Nature is a millionaire glvmg gifts of 

jewels. There are ten thousand emeralds in 
shaded woodland pools. In the heart of the 
golden Daffodil, the precious topaze glows. 
And priceless pearls, the Snowdrops, lie 
buried in the snow. Ever see a meadow ten 
seconds after rain? I t wears a crown of 
diamonds upon its shaggy mane. The poppy 
hides a ruby of crimson reddish hue - For
get-me-not the sapphire, a sweet and azure 
blue. We never then, can poor men be, 
though hard times may befall. For nature 
is a millionaire - and gives her gifts to all. 

-M.G. 
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TRAINING PAGES 

CEREMONIES 
Ceremonies are an important part of our 

Pack activity. They can cover a multitude 
of ideas and certainly cover each of our 
eight points, simply in their creation. A 
ceremony makes something that is routine 
into something that is exciting and special 
When presenting an interest badge much 
more meaning is present when the Brownie 
Guides have worked out their own special 
ceremony. Perhaps the same procedure is 
used for a set time, this doesn't really 
matter, so long as an effort is made to create 
meaning even if as Guiders we are unmoved 
or unexcited. 

There are three and only three set cere-
monies in the Pack

Promise Ceremony. 
Brownie Guide Ring. 
Pack Salute. 

These are described in the Brownie Guide 
Handboook and there should be no variation 
in their form. The set ceremonies need prac
tice and perseverance, but a happy Pack 
will enjoy the experience of perfecting their 
actions and words and so lead to an effi
cient performance when required. 

In the Pack, ceremonies are made up in 
Pow Wow. The Guider may have to suggest 
the need for a ceremony and possibly with 
the use of when, why, how, etc., assist with 
its production. But ideas will come and 
with experience and practice the Brownie 
Guides will gain in confidence and creative 
ability. All members of the Pack should 
participate at one time or another. 

Possible occasions for ceremonies are . . . 
opening and closing of meetings, welcoming 
and farewelling visitors, presentation of 
badges, collection of subscriptions, and 
opening and closing of Pow Wow. It is to 
be noted that no Pack meeting is expected 
to be full of ceremonies, but the Brownies 
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decide what they want, create it and then 
carry it out. Important also is the fact 
that an introducion to Pow Wow, although 
a ceremony, may consist of words, or actions 
taking only seconds. This constitutes a 
ceremony-believe it or not. 

Guiders may take their turn at and share 
in the creating of various ceremonies when 
the need arises, but do encourage the 
Brownies to be wide awake and share the 
various responsibilities in the Pack. 

Useful information on Ceremonies in the 
Pack is to be found in the Guider's Hand
book, pages 88-91 and also in the Guider's 
Handbook leaflet obtainable at the Guide 
Shop. 

Have you ever watched the changing of 
the guard on T.V. or the receiving of official 
guests at the airport or local town halls, 
etc.? And, of course, you've attended a 
church service, a wedding, a christening or 
a funeral? 

What is it that appeals to you? 

Is it the formality or the informality? Or 
maybe it's the things that go wrong or the 
funny parts, or is it the anticipation of 
going and <;eeing or being there? Or is it the 
planning? 

How many times ao we have a precious 
occasion we wish we had marked wi th a 
special thought? 

Well, that's the time for a ceremony. 
What fun they can be. Formal, informal, 

planned or spontaneous. . . . 
Some ceremonies take two minutes to 

plan, others are thought of and planned 
weeks or months in advance. Ceremonies 
can be traditional, entirely new, or repeated 
intermittently. Some of the ceremonies YOU 
plan could become a tradition in YOUR unit. 
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Flags are very formal and jf used well 
are marvellous in ceremonies. But do please 
find out how to use them correctly. Look up 
"Drill and Ceremonial" or other leaflets 
which are available at H.Q., or get first hand 
expert advice. Colours should be used cor
rectly or not at all. 

Candles can play a big part in Guide cere
monies. I expect it is the flame of the 
spirit of guiding that draws us always to
wards their l,lse. They look tremendous in 
the dark, but of course in the daytime you 
could use sparklers if the ceremony is short. 

Do you still use roll call drill for the col
lection of your subs.? The formal promise 
ceremony and the less formal circle for Taps 
at the end of your meetings? The 8-point 
programme still encourages you to use 
these ceremonies, but also leaves you free 
to have new ones and forget these entirely 
if your Guides wish. 

Guides are quite good at planning cere
monies, especially if they have a real interest 
in the project. Could you encourage them 
to ceremoniously present a gift to your next 
guest speaker? Make up a song which says 
thank you. Line all the Guides up in V for
mation, the Guide at the point of the V 
being the one to make the presentation, play 
a fanfare, sing your song, present your gift. 
Rather nice wasn't it? Make a rug for a ser
vice project and formally present that-or 
perhaps raise some money and present the 
cheque personally instead of sending it by 
post. In some countries ceremonies are used 
for food (piping in the haggis in Scotland, 
tea pouring in Japan). You'll be surprised 
how many occasions arise during the year 
that call for a special ceremony. 

Do start adding new ceremonies in your 
unit. Think for yourselves, use your crea
tive ability, include the Promise and Law 
and international themes. Have your cere
mony indoors or out-of-doors. Your 8-point 
programme gives you such a wide choice, 
use it freely. Start planning now. 
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KNOWLEDGE 
Facts are learned through asking ques

tions: Knowledge is not the product of pas
sive acceptance. It has been said that the 
question mark is shaped like a hook because 
it is designed to catch information. The man 
who has lost the pleasure of fishing for 
answers or exchanged it for the enjoyment 
of dogma, which is the pleasure of answer
ing, is already beginning to stiffen. He is 
developing a closed mind. 

Define the problem precisely. What is it? 
Young people are not a problem, but certain 
things involving young people are problems. 
It is these things about which we desire 
facts so that we may apply our skill where 
it is needed. 

Not much equipment is needed to store 
facts and ideas. When Mrs. Einstein was 
shown the giant telescope at Mount Wilson 
Observatory they told her it was used to 
find out the shape of the universe. "Oh," 
she said, "my husband does that on the 
back of an old envelope." 

{;:r {;:r {;:r 

You can start a small file in a recipe box. 
Put at the top corner of every 3-inch by 5-
inch card the key word, like "music," or 
"philosophy," or "moon." When you read 
something along the lines of your interests, 
mark the place in your book, and write 
enough on your card to guide you to the 
source. Then you will have, in a few weeks, 
references by which to check new informa
tion and the substance of addresses or the 
"few words" you are being repeatedly asked 
to say at community, school, service club 
and church gatherings. 

{;:r {;:r {;:r 

In one of the detective novels written by 
Agatha Christie, Hercule Poi rot is asked by 
a teen-age girl whether there is such a place 
as the "brave new world" hailed by Miranda 
in Shakespeare's "The Tempest." "There is 
always a brave new world," he replies, "but 
only for very special people. The lucky ones. 
The ones who carry the making of that 
world within themselves." 

(From "The Royal Bank of Canada" 
monthly letter on "How Much Should You 
Know.") 
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It is usual at the Annual Thinking Day Ser
vice in Hobart for a message to be received 
from the World Chief Guide, Olave Lady 
Baden Powell. This year, however, Lady 
Baden Powell was unwell, so as Australian 
Chief Commissioner, Mrs. Price wrote in
stead. Here are extracts from her message: 

"How fortunate we are still to have as our 
World Leader, Olave Lady Baden Powell, 
whose birthday we celebrate today. Lady 
Baden Powell, I know, rejoices with us in 
the continuity of the Youth Movement star
ted by her husband Robert Baden Powell, 
whose work - and birthday - she shared. 

"On this day, we are bidden to think of 
Girl Guides in all countries of the world and 
to make a gift for the advancement of those 
in less developed countries. 

"We 'acknowledge love of God as the centre 
of our own lives and we accept as a duty con· 
cern for other people. We need to think 
about them and to be interested in them so 
that we may understand them. Then we can 
offer practical help whether they be near us 
or in one of the 87 countries where the Girl 
Guide Movement flourishes or beyond. 

"We look back with special gratitude to the 
man with a genius for understanding the 
high ideals and aspirations of youth." 

THERE ISN'T TIME 
There isn't time, there isn't time 

To do all the things I want to do
With all the mountain tops to climb 

And all the woods to wander through, 
And all the seas to sail upon, 

And everywhere there is to go, 
And all the people everyone 

Who live upon the earth to know. 
There's only time, there's only time 

To know a few and do a few 
And then sit down and make a rhyme 

About the rest I want to do. 
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-Eleanor Farjeon. 
(From "Fur, Feathers and Fins.") 

USE OF THE HANDBOOK 

When a new Brownie Guide · recruit re
ceives her handbook she may begin to read 
it from cover to cover or she may skip 
through it, looking first at one section then 
another. One thing is sure, she will always 
be finding something new and exciting to 
challenge her. It may even seem at times 
that the girls' handbooks are so self-con
tained and self-explanatory that the Guiders 
are not really necessary! 

We know of course that nothing could be 
further from the truth. We, as Guiders, also 
have the benefit of our handbooks to help 
us to develop in our role as leaders of the 
girls in our units. 

The first section of the book helps us to 
clarify our ideas about what Guiding is, how 
it is viewed by Guiders and the girls, and 
the essential characteristics of Guiding. 
After all, very few of the activities covered 
in the Guiding programme are restricted to 
Guiding, so what makes Guiding what it is? 

Have you ever stopped to wonder what 
we do and why we do it? We expect the 
girls in our units to take part in purposeful 
activities ' and to work to meet a challenge 
and to achieve a result which satisfies them. 
Surely then we must be convinced of what 
Guiding stands for, what it does, our own 
role and its value, and the methods we use 
to achieve our objectives-ARE WE? 

Questions like these are answered in the 
Brownie Guiders Handbook. The role of the 
Guider is stressed as being that of generat
ing "the atmosphere and attitude of Guiding 
so that they are caught by the Guides." 

To enable us to play our part in the crea
tion of the Guiding atmosphere and attitude 
we must understand the age group with 
which we work and the needs of the 
Brownie-age girl. Her needs are for security, 
a sense of belonging, physical activity, a 
feeling of responsibility, relaxation, imagina
tion, achievement, service, exploration, crea
tivity, relationships with other people and a 
relationship with God. This is a formidable 
list, and we may feel inadequate to play our 
part satisfactorily. Fortunately many ideas 
and hints for putting the programme into 
practice are presented throughout the hand
book, and of course, many, many more will 
come from the Brownies themselves. 
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No one would want to deny the import
ance of the various activities of the Pack, 
but it is not the activities themselves which 
distinguish Guiding and make it what it is. 
The atmosphere and attitudes of Guiding re
volve around the challenge presented by 
the Promise. Because of the essential part 
the Promise plays in a Brownie Guide's life 
and in our own lives, it is important that we 
should understand our own obligation and 
help the girls to understand theirs to the 
best of their ability. Help in this important 
area is given in the Guider's handbook. 
Similarly, each of the eight points of the 
programme is examined and helpful infor
mation about suitable activities and relating 
the point to the needs of the girls is given. 

Ways in which the Brownie can partici
pate in activities which will lead her to a 
greater understanding and fulfilment of her 
obligations as a member of the Guide Move
ment include Ventures, Journeys, Pack Holi
days, Interest Badges, Pow Wow Cere
monies, etc. All these activities are discussed 
in the handbook, and emphasis is given not 
only to HOW to do them but WHY they are 
included in the programme. 

The handbook makes suggestions for ac
tivities in many areas of the Brownie pro
gramme, and most of these activities are in 
no way restricted to Brownies. The Guiding 
atmosphere and attitude is created not only 
by what we do, but also our method of, 
and reason for doing it. If we can use our 
handbooks to absorb some of the ideals of 
Guiding and to gain an understanding of 
the needs of the Brownie Guides, we will be 
better equipped to provide for them the 
right atmosphere and attitude to really en
joy and benefit from their time in the Pack. 

CAN'T WE 
Why must we discriminate, 
Can't we love instead of hate 
Can't we all have equal rights, 
And all work up to greater heights? 

Can't we do more than talk of peace, 
Can't we take action to make fighting cease, 
Can't we slow down the production rate, 
And improve what we have before it's too 

late? 
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--Susan Holland. 
(Aged 14 years.) 

CITY CONGESTION 
Over 70 per cent. of our population are 

crammed into 31 cities, occupying less than 
1 per cent. of the total area of Australia. 
Our largest cities, Melbourne and Sydney, 
are now getting a taste of the problems of 
poll ution, noise, and traffic congestion that 
have been affecting the great cities of 
Europe and North America. 

A famous author, Anatole France, once 
described a city of 15 million people, cov
ered by fumes so thick that the population 
was forced to breathe artificially. To the 
residents of Tokyo, New York, Los Angeles 
and London, submerged in a layer of pol
luted air, this idea is not so far-fetched as 
when it was written in 1910. Fumes created 
by industry in New York are already three 
times as great as desirable health safety 
limits. 

Town planners are now advocating cities 
of 100,000 to 250,000 people in order to im
prove the environment for living. 

As a people Australians are already the 
most urbanized on earth. 

% of Population in Urban Areas 
(over 20,000 people) 

Area 1940 1969 
AFRICA 7 16 
ASIA ... . lD 18 
SOUTH AMERICA 20 37 
U.S.S.R. 24 42 
EUROPE .. .. .. . .. . 39 46 
NORTH AMERICA 46 62 

AUSTRALIA ... . .... 55 70 

(From "Facts," published by the Institute 
of Public Affairs.) 
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• BRITANNIA PARK. 
A BRITANNIA PARK "MEMORY" 
Dear Mrs. Gray, 

The 1st Shepparton Guide Company had 
enjoyed doing the jobs that we were asked 
to do. The patrol I was in went to B.-P. Hut 
to scrub the floor. We had great fun; Cap
tain Phillips was with us. We pretended we 
were scrubbing a ship's deck. We sang a 
number of songs; some of the songs were 
called Botany Bay, Land of the Silver Birch, 
The Quartermaster Store and Our Chalet. 
We had fun moving the table and all the 
chairs. Captain Phillips told us how she 
helped another lady mend some of the 
chairs. After about one hour we could have 
either an apple or an orange for morning 
tea, after that we got the hose and Marjorie, 
my Patrol Leader, rinsed the floor over then 
we tried to dry it the best way we could. 
I suppose it would have taken ages to dry 
otherwise. I hope it looked good when it 
was dry; we really enjoyed our stay at 
Britannia Park. 

I am yours faithfully, 
Fiona Pryde. 

From the 1st Shepparton 
Guide Company. 

There will be more news from Britannia 
Park next month. . . . We all extend our 
sympathy and thoughts to Mrs. Gray in the 
loss she has sustained in the recent death 
of her husband. 
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THE FIRST GLENGARRY MOUNTED 

There's whinnying at the local Hall 
And creak of saddle leather ' 
As from the farms from ro~nd about 
The ponies come together. 
The girls are meeting one again, 
And everybody rides, 
The First Glengarry Mounted, 
The First Glengarry Guides . 

They're walking through the township now, 
The ranks are firm and steady, 
And from the store, the local folk 
Are watching them already. 
These are their daughters riding by 
And nobody derides 
The First Glengarry Mounted, 
The First Glengarry Guides. 

They're out beyond the township now, 
The air is full of banter, 
Till someone spurs her pony on 
And breaks into a canter, 
The long grey road lies straight ahead, 
The paddocks stretch besides, 
The First Glengarry Mounted, 
The First Glengarry Guides. 

They're out among the timber now, 
And down the track they're swinging, 
The muffled hoofbeats a refrain 
To distant bush birds singing; 
Out in the bush where undisturbed 
Tranquility abides -
The First Glengarry Mounted, 
The First Glengarry Guides. 
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To halt beside a shadowed creek 
The air is crisp and chilly; , 
So light a fire, with just one match 
And boil the blackened billy; , 
No meal at home was half so O'ood 
The company decides, '" 
The First Glengarry Mounted, 
The First Glengarry Guides. 

The day slips past, so mount again, 
The winter sun is setting, 
And let the ponies have their heads 
They're pulling now and fretting, ' 
There's anxious parents waiting now 
If they're late, oh woe betides -
The First Glengarry Mounted, 
The First Glengarry Guides. 

So homeward in the gathering dusk, 
Another day completing, 
A day that's blessed with youth and zest 
Another weekly meeting; 
They're happy, tired - and tender too, 
Upon their undersides, 
The First Glengarry Mounted, 
The First Glengarry Guides. 

All that was years and years ago, 
And now when Guides must travel 
Its bitumen and motor cars 
Not ponies on the gravel; 
The years go by, and changes come, 
But memory abides, 
The First Glengarry Mounted, 
The First Glengarry Guides. 

-A. G. Burnet 

1st GLENGARRY MOUNTED COMPANY 
- 1931-43 

Captain, 1931-36, Mrs. J. Saxton, Sale (nee 
Ring). 

Captain, 1936-43, Mrs. N. Burnet, Glengarry 
(nee Farmer). 
R~formed 1958 as 1st Glengarry Company. 
Captain, 1958-65, Mrs. N. Burnet, now 

Region Commissioner. 

MATILDA 

I 

t 



TO CENTRAL AUSTRALIA 
WITH 23 GUIDES AND A BUS 

That Friday night we set out, what a noise, 
as we got ourselves on board. The months 
of preparation, menu planning, camping 
equipment labelled, all the odds and ends 
put together, and at l'ast we were off, 23 
Guides, six Guiders and two drivers (Bob 
and Jack). 

On through the night we went, stopping at 
Ballarat for that necessary reason, and then 
on to Ararat where at midnight we had 
trouble in finding the petrol supply depot. 

Very early in the morning found us in 
Murray Bridge down by the river (very cold) 
where we had our breakfast. Up through 
the Barossa Valley, the sun came out as we 
travelled and soon the bus was alive with 
voices, chattering and singing and ' the 
munching of sweets. It is seldom that I eat 
sweets, but my goodness we went through 
pounds of them on this trip, the DenIal As
sociation would be horrified! 

Late afternoon we came down through 
Horrocks Pass and into Port Augusta and 
the camping grounds. We are so used to see
ing green grass in our camping grounds that 
bare earth came as a bit of a shock. There, 
too, we met up with the first of many other 
buses we would see in the next two weeks. 
We did put up our tents that night, but other 
nights en route we didn't bother. The bus 
company had provided a small generator 
and this gave us plenty of light. These are 
quite an acquisition - the "boys" could even 
use their electric shavers. 

We were up very early next morning, tents 
and equipment packed away and on the 
move by 9 a.m. (Next time I test a camp 
and the tents are still up after lunch, I'll 
want to know the reason why.) This was 
very much the pattern when we were on the 
move, because you learn to do things 
quickly. 

All day we travelled, except for a brief 
visit to Woomera. It is interesting to see 
what has been done to give the people good 
amenities to make up for their isolation. 

It was late when we arrived at Coober 
Pedy and the small area in which you can 
camp seemed to be bursting at the seams, 
but a small area roughly 20 by 40 feet was 
found for us. Jack said he felt like King 
Farouk and his harem. Coober Pedy in the 
daylight is a desolate place, but the Guides 
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found it fascinating and pocket money very 
quickly changed hands. 

At last in the late afternoon, our first sight 
of Ayers Rock. This was what we had come 
to see and there was great excitement. Be
fore we could go sight-seeing we had to set 
up our camp, the temperature was 88° and 
oh the red dust! Bob drove us round to 
what is known as Sunset Strip to view the 
sunset on the Rock. A remarkable sight, 
masses of buses, cars 'and people, practically 
everyone with a camera in their hands, ready 
poised to take the shot at the right time. 

One morning we arose very early so we 
could start "The Climb" before it became too 
hot. This exercise requires determination, a 
good head for heights and legs like a moun
tain goat. Let it be placed on record tl,at 
our District Commissioner and Betty Mc
Nally made it TO THE TOP along with Bob, 
Jack and the Guides, only the Q.M. and my
seld didn't make the grade. 

They all truly deserved their Certificates 
and their Badges - "I climbed Ayers Rock" . 
Later in the day, a number of the Guides and 
Bob set out and hiked around the base of 
the Rock - a distance of six miles - such 
energy. These girls subsequently qualihed 
for their Rambler Badges! 

Another day was spent out at the Olgas, 
while at night we had good camp fires with 
guitars, flute and melodica to accompany us. 

We arrived in Alice Springs just as "Hen
ley-an-Todd" finished - we were disappoin
ted not to see this, as it is quite an event. 
They even take out insurance in case the 
river should have water in it! Our camp 
site was again bare earth, but a nice corner 
all to ourselves. We were awakened each 
morning by hundreds of galahs roosting in 
the trees. A tree just on the edge of our 
camp bore the words "No Shooting - Bird 
Sanctuary", which caused great amusement 
amongst the girls. 

Our activities in Alice Springs included 
sightseeing and shopping - many and varied 
were the souvenirs we brought home -
please can anyone playa Didjeridoo? 

One patrol, as a reward for their co-opera
tion, were taken out to dinner by our driv
ers, a very nice gesture. As part of our plan
ning each Guide had two blue dresses and 
these were worn when in public so the girls 
looked very nice as they set out in the bus 
for their dinner engagement. 

(Continued on page 252) 
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MATILDA N'OTICES 
MATILDA SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Your subscription to "Matilda" for 1971 is due by 30th April. 

EARLY RENEWAL IS ESSENTIAL - the May issue will not be sent unless sub
script ion is paid on or before the due date. 

Subscription - $2.00 per year, including postage, is payable to Guide H.Q., 
20 Russell Street, Melbourne, 3000. (Please mark envelope "Matilda" Subscription.) 

Addresses to which "Matilda" is to be sent:-

1. *Mrs'/Miss 

Address . 

2. *Mrs'/Miss .. 

Address ... 

For additional names and addresses, please attach extra sheet. 

*Mark if for Company Pack . . ........... L.A . . 

*Cross out words not required. 

(Receipts will not be posted unless requested; if required, please enclose a 
stamped and addressed envelope.) 

YOUNG ADULTS' GATHERING-1972 
SU NSH I N E-SERVICE-
COACH TOUR-BOAT CRUISE
NORTH OF CAPRICORN
WINTER 1972 
Sounds Attractive and Enticing? 

Young Adults of the Girl Guide Movement 
between the ages of 17 and 25 years (either 
Ranger Guides or Guiders of any Section) at 
the date of the Gathering are invited to 
apply to attend this Gathering. Members of 
the Girl Guide/Girl Scout Movement in the 
Pacific Area and South-Eas! Asia have been 
invited to attend also. 
Purpose?-Fellowship, Adventure and Ser-

vice. 
Dates?-5th-23rd June, 1972. 
Where?-Touring by coach (cruising the 

islands of the Barrier Reef also) between 
Brisbane and Cairns. Camping out over
night en route and participating in Service 
Projects at various places along the way. 
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Some of the things which may be seen 
will be coal and copper mines, variety of 
countryside from canefields, rain forests, 
tobacco fields, pineapple farms, peanut 
growing, etc. 

How many?-160 total-54 from overseas 
and the remainder from Australian States 
proportional to numbers. 

Qualifications?-Be· an enrolled member of 
the Association and be between ages of 
17-25 years at June 5th, 1972. Have a love 
of the out-of-doors, camping and a desire 
to render Service wherever it is to be 
found. 

Cost?-Approximately $130 fee plus your fare 
from home to Brisbane and return. 

Further Information?-Apply your State 
Representative:-

Mrs. L. Hart, 
233a Tyler Street, 

East Preston, 3072. 
START PLANNING NOW! 
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ST. GEORGE'S DAY SERVICE FOR 
SCOUTS AND GUIDES 

To be held in the presence of His Excel
lency The Governor and Lady Delacombe. 

DATE: Friday, 23rd April (this year the 
service is being held on St. George's Day). 

PLACE: St. Paul's Cathedral, Melbourne. 

TIME: 7.45 p.m. (All members are asked to 
be seated by 7.30 p.m.) 

MUSIC: Will be provided by Rev. Peter 
Corney and "The Stirrers." 

PREACHER: Rev. Ian Ellis, Chaplain 
Tuarana Children's Welfare Centre. 

COLOURS: Colour bearers (no escorts, 
please) are asked to report at 7.15 p.m. in 
the Cathedral Close. 

Dear Edi tor, 
I am most distressed a t losing a badge 

at Britannia Park at the end of January, and 
ask your help through "Matilda" in finding it. 

Only 40 of these badges were struck-they 
were presented to Guides and Guiders who 
attended the Diamond Jubilee International 
Camp at Changi, Singapore, in August, 1970. 
The badge was a replica of the Diamond 
Jubilee Badge, only larger, and in the centre 
was a tent with palm trees and the word 
"CHANG!." 

I would be very pleased if the finder 
would post it to me or telephone 97-5116. 

My thanks, in anticipation. 
Yours sincerely, 

M. MUIRHEAD, 
26 Brian Street, 
Eas t Bentleigh, 3165. 

SECRETARY - The p ublications sub-com
mittee of the Executive would like to have a 
secretary for their meetings on the fourth 
Thursday of each month - early evenings. 
Anyone who feels they would like to help is 
asked to write or ring Miss M. Shaw, 2/90 
Yarrbat Avenue, Balwyn, 3103 - 834682. 

ROWALLAN CAMPSITE Change in 
Booking Secretary - Please note the new 
Secretary is Mrs. J . Hopper, 31 Kerford 
S treet, North Essendon, 3041. Phone: 3797805. 
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NOTICES 
TRAINING DEPARTMENT 

We are pleased to be able to announce 
that the following appointments have been 
approved:-
Mrs. A. Kearney as Assis tant Region Train

ing Adviser for Ou ter Eastern Region. 
Mrs. E. M. O'Connor as Region Training 

Adviser for South Metropolitan Region. 

THE BROWNIE GUIDERS' 
CONFERENCE 

Saturday, 17/7/71 
10.00 a .m. to 4.30 p .m. 

at the South Melbo~e Town Hall, 
Banks Street, South Melbourne. 

Conference Fee .... 60c 

Lunch (previously ordered) 50c 

Hospitality for country Guiders-if required. 
Instant ideas dispersed freely. 

CLOTH CONSERVATION BADGE 
FOR BROWNIE GUIDES 

This badge to be worn by Brownie Guides 
until the end of the World Service Theme in 
June, 1972. It will be worn on the left sleeve, 
below the Venture Badge. 

RANGER BRANCH 

DEBUTANTE BALL 

THURSDAY, 3r d JUNE, 1971 

ROYALE BALLROOM 

Tickets $8.00 Double 

Deposit of $4.00 before 23rd April to : 

Mrs. B. Lynch, 

8 Darren Court, 

Cheltenham, 3192 

Phone: 950472 

Further details May "Matilda" 
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CONGRATULATIONS to the following:
LONG SERVICE: 

Unifonned Personnel: 
White Ribbon (15 years): 

Miss D. M. Womersley, Werribee. 
Mrs. O. M. Campbell, Sunshine. 

Trefoil Guild: 
Miss G. Davis- lst Ballarat Trefoil Guild . 
Miss P. M. Giles-1st Ballarat Trefoil Guild. 
Mrs. O. Eggleton-1st Ballarat Trefoil Guild . 
Mrs. J. Stewart-1st Ballarat Trefoil Guild. 
Mrs. E. G. Cameron - 1st Ballarat Trefoil 

Guild. 
Mrs. K. Walker-1st Ballarat Trefoil Guild. 
Miss N. Cameron - 1st Ballarat Trefoil 

Guild. 
Mrs. E. R. Coutts-1st Ballarat Trefoil Guild. 
Mrs. M. Grundy-1st Ballarat Trefoil Guild. 
Miss N. G . Clark-1 st Ballarat Trefoil Guild. 
Miss M. Sneddon-1st Ballarat Trefoil Guild. 
Miss J. Willis-1st Ballarat Trefoil Guild. 
Miss O. A. L. Roberts-1st Ballarat Trefoil 

Guild. 
Miss M. J. Oakley-1st Ballarat Trefoil 

Guild. 
Miss J. Wilson-1st Ballarat Trefoil Guild . 
Miss G. Thurgood-Twigs' Trefoil Guild. 
Miss W. M. Cozens-Twigs' Trefoil Guild. 
Miss S. Tomlins-Twigs' Trefoil Guild. 
Miss H . S. Driver-Twigs' Trefoil Guild. 

APPOINTMENTS AND WARRANTS 
A wann welcome is extended to the fol· 

lowing:-
Region Commissioner: 

Mrs. W. A. Allan - Assistant, South Metro· 
politan . 

Division Commissioners: 
Mrs. C. Winchester, City of Sandringham; Mrs. 

B. S. Swyer-Assistant, Oakleigh. 

District Commissioners: 
Mrs. D. T. Thompson , Rochester; Mrs. L. H . 

Culph, Yinnar; Mrs. S. A. Howell , Violet Town; 
Mrs. W. J. B. Pollock, Glenhuntly-Ormond; Mrs. 
P. B. Corbould, Merbein; Mrs. R. J. Austin , 
Beaumaris; Mrs. B. G. Tidex, Beaumaris Bay; 
Mrs. K. G. Ambler, Montmorency; Mrs. J . 
Jamieson, Puckapunyal ; Miss B. Moore, Win· 
chelsea; Mrs. S. E. Ryan, Highton; Mrs. B. de la 
Woestyne, Epping; Mrs. N. H. Grayden, Cowes; 
Mrs. R. Muirhead, Bentleigh; Mrs. H . W. Brooks, 
Woorinen South; Miss J. E. Bush, Mildura; Mrs. 
G. L. Toose, Clunes. 

Ranger Guiders: 
Mrs. L. Traill, 2nd Mitcham (Ext.); Mrs. V. 

Davies, 1st Mitcham; Mrs. K. L. Barnard, Mt. 
Evelyn; Mrs. D. Aburrow, Echuca; Miss M. 
Scholes, Morwell. 
Guide Guiders: 

Mrs. J. Haine, 1st Emerald; Mrs. D. Mulvey, 
2nd Murrumbeena; Mrs. R. Nunn, 2nd Carnegie; 
Miss D . M. Haughton, 1st Eaglehawk; Mrs. E. 
Shields, 2nd Seymour; Mrs. E. Cooksey, 1st 
Hurstbridge; Mrs. R. Cronk, 1st Thornbury; Mrs. 
J. Griffiths, 2nd Surrey; Mrs. W. R. Petty, 1st 
Dareton; Miss N. Wooding, 2nd Terang. 
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Assistant Guide Guiders: 
Mrs. J. Steuten, 1st Simpson; Mrs. R. J. Snow, 

1st Red Hill ; Mrs. B. Yelland, 2nd Surrey; Mrs. 
R. Merlo, 3rd Echuca; Mrs. E. E. Pearce, 2nd 
Beaumaris; Mrs. T. J. Dusting, 5th Beaumaris; 
Mrs. G. W. Armstrong, 2nd Sandringham. 

Brownie Guiders: 
Mrs. D. Ripper, 1st Stratford; Mrs. A. A. 

Drew, 1st Heyfield; Mrs R. Sinclair, 4th Syndal 
North ; Mrs. J. Millington, 2nd Red Hill; Mrs. W. 
Cromb, 1st Ensay; Mrs. G. Geer, 1st Hurst· 
bridge; Mrs. N. Hauff, 1st Shepparton. 
Assistant Brownie Guiders: 

Mrs. J . F. Jee, 1st Heyfield; Mrs. K. Bishop, 
4th Overport; Mrs. V. F . Foster, 2nd Echuca; 
Mrs. H. C. Thompson, 1st Shepparton; Mrs. K. 
M. Youl, 3rd North Balwyn; Mrs. P. Lovegrove, 
lst Hurstbridge; Mrs. M. Erbs, 1 t Tanjil Valley. 

1:l i:l i:l 
Registrations: 

Donva1e Ranger Unit; 2nd Ocean Grove Com
pany; 2nd Thomastown Pack; 4th Ferntree Gully 
Pack. 

RETIREMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
We acknowledge with gratitude the ser· 

vices given by the following whose Warrants 
have been returned:-
Division Commissioners: 

Mrs. K. 1. Richards, Kerang; Mrs. R. H. Cronk, 
Merri. 
District Commissioners: 

Mrs. 1. H. McDonald, Kew; Mrs. K. J. Lees, 
Rochester; Mrs. G. Carlos, Glenhuntly-Ormond; 
Mrs. G. Mcl. Marshall, Ouyen; Mrs. D . Cory, 
Violet Town; Mrs. W. G. Rudge, Mildura; Mrs . 
R. Clark, Puckapunyal; Mrs. A. R. Morton , Bent
leigh ; Mrs. Frances Jones, Cowes; Mrs. E. H . 
Pratt, Carrum Downs - Pine Fore t; Miss J. G. 
Lehmann, Emerald Lakeside; Mrs. J. A. Han
kinson, Mirboo North. 
Ranger Guiders: 

Mrs. I . Teece, Rochester. 
Guide Guiders: 

Mrs. E. J. Duxson , 1st Marnoo; Miss C. 
Minter, 1st Great Western; Miss C. Wright, 3rd 
St. Kilda; Mrs. W. L. Barge, 3rd Monash; Miss 
E. Hepburn, 2nd Deepdene; Miss Y . Baker, 4th 
Brunswick; Mrs. C. F. Adams, 1st Epping/ Lalor; 
Miss J. Phillips, 2nd Macleod; Mrs. A. Purdon , 
4th Preston; Mrs. L. Clarke, 2nd Ashburton; Mrs. 
R. R. Hunt, 1st Gisborne; Mrs. G. W. Arm
strong, 2nd Sandringham; Miss P. Thomson, 1st 
Glen Iris; Mrs. R. Anderson, 2nd Moe; Mrs. J. E. 
Collins, 2nd Karingal ; Miss G. M. Austen, 2nd 
Glen Iris; Mrs. E. Woodman, 1st Preston; Miss 
F. McSween , 1st Noorat; Miss J. Schuback, 1st 
Orbost; Mrs. J. Peart, 1st Clunes. 

Assistant Guide Guiders: 
Mrs. J . Haine, 1st Emerald ; Miss J. L. Bruer

ton , 3rd Monash; Mrs. W. A. Coleman, 1st 
Kinglake; Mrs. R. L. Ratcliffe, 1st Bulleen; 
Miss D. M. Haughton, 1st Eaglehawk; Mrs. C. J. 
Sullivan, 1st Clunes; Mrs. B. Tomlinson, 1st 
Katandra West; Mrs. D. A. Mead, 2nd Black 
Rock; Miss J. M. Harty, 7th Colac. 

(Continued on page 254) 
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THIS IS THE 
LOCAL ASSOCIATION'S PAGE 

The opposite of love is not hate, as so 
many people imagine-it is indifference. 

Indifference sends out its ghastly, cold, 
don't-care attitude and strangles every warm 
feeling we have. Don't let that happen to 
your Local Association Page. The Committee 
who get this page together try hard to please, 
we rack our brains to give you what WE 
think you want, because not enough people 
send in contributions or ideas of what they 
want. 

Don't be INDIFFERENT. Love us or hate 
us! Remember this is your page and please 
do something about it., 

STARTING A HABIT 
The family party beside me on the beach 

went home leaving a pile of litter behind. 
I was very annoyed and hated those untidy 
people. But . . . although I abused them 
mentally, physically I did nothing. 

I could, and should, have picked up the 
empty cans and paper bags and put them in 
a bin . 

If everyone picked up one piece of litter 
every day our beaches, picnic spots and 
streets would be a great deal cleaner and 
who knows, the habit might spread. 

-M.C.T. 

CONSERVAT ION 
This month we have chosen "Conserva

tion" as a topic for discussion. 
Conservation is the Service Theme which 

has been chosen by Australian Guides for 
1971, and many of them will be undertaking 
service projects. What can we as L.A. mem
bers do to show that we care for our natural 
surroundings and would like to continue to 
enjoy them? Our wish to save the environ
ment and keep our country clean and beauti
ful will have no force unless we grasp what 
is involved. 

Firstly, we need information. Find out all 
we can about our locality (Guides, 
Brownies and Rangers will be working on 
this for their project). Magazine and news
paper articles and information from various 
authorities will give 'suggestions as to how 
we can care for our surroundings. It might 
be worthwhile to get hold of a copy of 
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"Woman's Day," of February 8th, which 
gives very helpful information. 

Then, when we know what to do, DO IT! 
Organize a "cleanathon," see that the authori
ties are invested with the power they need 
to control pollution; see if your neighbour
hood eyesores can be turned into something 
more beautiful-a vacant block into a bush
land park. 

Remember that our voice will be heard if 
we really want it to be. 

The Australian Conservation Federation, 
191 Royal Parade, Parkville, 3052, is ready to 
help and advise you. 

FUND RAISING 
WAAIA Local Association had a most suc

cessful Exhibition and Fair just before 
Christmas, raising $350 for their District. 

In the Exhibition Sections were "Decorated 
Christmas Tree"-table centrepiece (with/ 
without candles), arrangement with pine 
cones, "My Front Door," "As I Like It," 
Table Setting, formal/informal, Mantleshelf 
Arrangement. 

Junior groups had their own sections. 
Most money was raised on the Fancy 

Goods Stall-members making gifts suitable 
for Christmas presents. Orders had been 
taken for Christmas cakes, pudding and 
shortbread. 

At night a concert was arranged with 
items by the Guides, a play by Brownies, a 
junior school choir and Nathalia C.w.A. 
choir. 

WRAPPING "MATILDA" 
The NORTH KEW L.A. held their first 

meeting for the year at Guide Headquarters 
wrapping copies of "Matilda," ready for 
posting. After a brief business agenda, eight 
members spent a busy and happy two hours 
working together. This job is recommended 
to other L.A.'s who might be seeking ways 
of being useful. Contact Mrs. McKechnie at 
Guide Headquarters for information. 

FOR YOUR DIARY 
The CENTRAL LOCAL ASSOCIATION 

CONFERENCE, MONDAY, JUNE 7th, 1971, 
AT SPRINGVALE TOWN HALL. 
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CENTRAL AUSTRALIA-Cont. from page 247 

Another night we invited the Alice Springs 
Guides to our camp fire, along with their 
leaders and District Commissioner. The 
Guides were interested in our tents - they 
don't need to use tents, and they <\11 had a sit 
in our bus. Some hadn't been in a bus 
before. 

Too soon our time was up and we had to 
pack up and start the trip home, camping 
one night at Hawks Nest Well by the Oodna
datta road, and another night at Kingoonya 
where we could hear and see the Transcon
tinental and India Pacific trains. 

Back to Port Augusta which we reached 
long before the other buses started pulling 
in, and so for once we had the showers to 
ourselves while they were still clean and 
water HOT. Then down through Port Pirie 
and on to Adelaide and pouring rain. 

On to Horsham where we said our "Thank 
You's", especially to our two drivers, then 
on our way. 

At Hoddle Street we parted company with 
Betty McNally, spear and all - that taxi 
driver must still be wondering! 

Memories of our trip will stay with us a 
long time, even things like SIX days of the 
same bread and "tuna" (we had rather an 
abundance of this item), Guide biscuits 
which carried very well, and many other 
things which keep cropping up in our minds. 

We have since had a very nice letter from 
the bus company concerned. We, in turn, 
were very grateful for the attention and ser
vice we had from them. 

Finally, a trip like this means a lot of 
preparation and is not to be undertaken 
lightly, but believe me it is very worthwhIle. 

-L.T. 

MEANING - YOU? 

You watch the chap who drives ahead and 
the chap who drives behind. 
You watch to the right - you watch to the 
left -
You drive with a clear, calm mind. 
But the chap you really have to watch on 
the highway, you will find, 
[s the chap behind the chap ahead and 
ahead of the chap behind. 
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HALLS GAP HAPPENING 
Guides, Brownies and leaders from Tim

boon District recently spent a happy week
end at "Tandara" Lutheran Campsite at 
Halls Gap, discovering some of the beauty 
of the Grampians. 

Travelling by b us through the Victoria 
Valley - to a most convenient campsite -
wearing our special camp ties ~ walking 
into town that afternoon - campfire. A bus 
trip to McKenzie Falls - wildflowers every
where as we travelled on to Zumstein's pic
nic ground where many kinds of birds were 
seen. 

Singing as we returned for lunch, then 
scrambling up the mountains, Brownies one 
way, Guides on a stiffer assault - not to 
worry about a little rain, all part of the 
magnificent scenery. After barbecue tea, the 
Brownies put on a concert, then campfire 
around a glorious log fire, led by Florence, a 
visiting Guider from Noorat. We were 
pleased to welcome Guides from Stawell 
who joined us for the campfire and supper. 
To conclude our evening, when everyone was 
snugly in bed, "TAPS" sung over the P.A. -
Canadian Vespers - as only Florence can 
sing them. 

Fun and games between-times in the large 
hall - double bunks to dream on - Austra
lian b ushland just outside the windows. 

A fitting conclusion was a most thoughtful 
Guides Own conducted by Guides - one 
playing the piano - others giving prayers 
and readings, and one a short talk on 
"Obedience". 

Home via Stawell, Grampians fading from 
view, but many lovely memories that will 
linger for a long time. 

Within one door in all the world 
I know my way 
At dusk or dawn, by night or day 
This is my home. 

The one unchanging place 
Which never fails in its 
All-complete grace 
To welcome laughter, to temper pain 
To let in the sunshine 
To keep out the rain . 

The world is too large, 
Too full of empty space 
My home is my small world 
It is my place. 
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CHINESE FESTIVALS IN 
CHRISTMAS ISLAND 

FAM CHOO BENG, M.B.E. 

Principal of the Christmas Island 
Teaching Service 

(Continued from March) 

The traditional family re-union dinner on 
New Year's Eve is a must for all who can 
possibly be present. In some houses the 
spirits of ancestors are invited and feasting 
and rejoicing take place as though they are 
present. Children try to keep awake on this 
night to usher in the New Year as it is sup
posed to be lucky to do so. The Chinese day 
is divided into twelve periods of two hours 
each and the 1st period is from 11 p.m. to 
1 a.m . Thus the New Year begins one hour 
before midnight and prayers and offerings 
are made between then and 6 a.m. to usher 
in the New Year, accompanied by incessant 
firing of crackers. 

On New Year's Day everyone refrains from 
using foul language, unlucky words, losing 
one's temper, or anything that transgresses 
peace and goodwill towards all. Children 
have a field day. The stick has even been 
known to have been wielded on New Year's 
Eve in lieu of anticipated mischief during 
the New Year season! 

With the expectation of blessings from 
deities, the Chinese feel it proper to ex
press goodwill by extending hospitality to 
all. This is the time when gifts are sent 
to patrons and relatives. The door is open 
to all races and guests are greeted with 
auspicious symbols represented by cakes 
and fruits . There is the "nin kao"-the cake 
of the year-which represents a better life 
than the previous year. It is sweet and 
round, made of glutinous rice. Its stickiness 
represents eternal friendship. There is the 
octagonal tray with eight varieties of cakes 
and sweets. In the centre is the melon seed 
-the symbol of progeny. The ground nut 
represents longevity, the orange-new vigour 
and new lease of life, sweetmeat-the sweet
ness of life, and so on. 

The conventional Chinese form of greeting 
is "Kung Hee Fatt Choy"-Wishing You to 
Grow Prosperous. Tradition has it that if 
one begins the New Year well, everything 
that one does throughout the year will be 
crowned with success and happiness. Every
one, Chinese and non-Chinese alike, seems 
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to look [orwarcl to the celebrations, but a 
very small minority, although they do not 
mind the holiday's, dread the overwhelming 
hospitality-not without good reason-and 
lose themselves on some out-of-the-way 
beach for the duration of the hostilities. The 
cry, "Yam Seng," is heard everywhere, for 
it is the time for revelry and indulgence. 
"Yam" means drink and "Seng" means vic
tory. 

The parents remain at home on the first 
clay to receive and entertain visitors while 
the children, in new clothes, and some limp
ing along in new shoes, go out visiting rela
tives and friends to offer greetings and re
ceive gifts of "Ang Pows," red packets con
taining notes or coins in pairs of matching 
denominations or a big and a small, e.g. a 
dollar and a lO-cent piece or a 20-cent piece 
and a 1 cent. In the first instance, the 
belief is that all things go in pairs, and 
thus all gifts should also be in pairs. The 
significance of the big and the small is that 
the trine should not be ignored. The "Ang 
Pows" are given to all unmarried relatives 
and close friends regardless of age, for all 
single persons are considered children. On 
the second day, it is the turn of the parents 
to go out visiting. 

On these two days the Lion goes out; The 
Lion Dance carries no special significance 
with the New Year. It is a traditional 
Chinese pantomime which can be performed 
at any time depicting the actions of a lion 
and the mischievous boy who let him out 
of his cage and is trying to lure him back. 
Being a small community here, ' the active 
members number only about twenty. The 
dance is organized by the Chinese Literary 
Association and visits all houses to which it 
is invited. Invitations take the form of 
"Ang Pows" normally dangled from a pole 
or from the upper storey of a house. The 
height at which the gift is dangled depends 
on its value-the larger the gift the higher 
it is dangled, making it harder for the lion 
to earn its reward. The gift must always be 
accompanied with a piece of green, prefer
ably lettuce. The green signifies food for the 
lion and the money is there for him to buy 
what he wishes , The antics of the lion are 
not haphazard. He has to keep time with 
the drums and cymbals and every step is 
studied. The lion has to dance all the way 
up the pyramid formed by the bodies of 

253 



the other active members of the team to 
reach the gift. 

The third day is believed to be an unlucky 
day when evil spirits are abroad and there
fore remain indoors, gambling and eating, 
which is far from being irksome. 

From the fourth day to the fifteenth, at 
various stages according to individual be· 
liefs, prayers and offerings are made to wel
come the return to earth of the gods of lhe 
Chinese pantheon. 

The seventh day is the birthday of all 
humans and many eat leUuce-"Sang Choy," 
which in Chinese means "live vegetable"
symbolic of eternal life. 

The ninth day is the birthday of "Tien 
Kung"-God of Heaven. It is the biggest 
day of the year [or the Hokkiens-one of 
the numerous clans-and prayers and offer
ings are given, followed by feasting and 
drinking. 

The New Year celebrations end in the 
first full moon of the year, the fifteenth day 
which is calJed the "Chap Goh Meh." In the 
old days when the fair sex were kept in
doors, this was the only night in the year 
when they made a public appearance, 
dressed in their very best and displaying all 
the jewellery they possess. The night is 
ushered in by the explosions of innumerable 
crackers to exorcise evil spirits in the 
neighbourhood. It is also the night for mak
ing wishes by youths and maidens for a 
good mate and the good things of life. 

CATERPILLARS 

The intense heat in February must have 
been very irksome for the birds and other 
living creatures in our gardens. . 

One Saturday afternoon, near the end of 
this dry period, I happened to be walking 
along a footpath in Kew, when I noticed a 
faded-looking emperor gum caterpillar lay
ing at the edge of the nature strip. A liquid 
amber tree was close by-this tree is some
times the host for the emperor gum cater
pillar. 

As I walked on towards a big pine I was 
sudenly aware of caterpillars all over the 
pavement. They were brown "woolly bears" 
of all sizes. Was it the heat that had killed 
these caterpillars? 

-J.H. 
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RETIREMENTS - Continued from page 250 
Brownie Guiders: 

Mrs. P. Robson, 1st Great Western; Miss E. H. 
McKenzie, 4th Dandenong; Mr . G. Wright, 2nd 
Portarlington; Miss B. E. Nichols, 4th Hawthorn; 
Mrs. D. John, 1st Grantville; Mr . H. E. Impey, 
1st Monash; Mrs. G. R. Kirkham, 2nd Box Hill; 
Mrs. A. Tomlinson, 7th Brunswick; Mrs. P. de la 
Woestyne, 1st Epping/Lalor; Mrs. D. Ranki~e, 
2nd Epping/Lalor; Mrs. D. E. Olsen, 3rd Robm
vale; Mrs. B. J. Pratt, lst Heidelberg; Mrs. R. 
Trigg, 4th Pre ton; Mr . B. J. Newell, 3rd Bul
leen; Mrs. B. J. Betts, 2nd Springvale North; Mrs. 
A. Gardner, lst Wentworth; Mrs. G. Swainston 
I t Eaglehawk; Mrs. V. B. Mason, 3rd Leongatha; 
Mrs. K. W. Johnston, 2nd Charlton; Mrs. R. P. 
Fuhrer, 2nd Black Rock; Mrs. G. J. Gillespie, 
1st Pine Fore t; Mrs. R. Kemp, 2nd Emerald/ 
Lakeside; Mrs. E. Ward, 1st Milawa. 
Assistant Brownie Guiders: 

Mrs. A. A. Drew, 1 t Heyfield: Mi R. N. 
Worthy, 4th Brunswick; Mrs. W. Wrigglesworth, 
2nd Glen Iris; Mrs. J. M. Thomson, 1st Orbost; 
Mrs. D. A. Humphries, 1st Orbost; Mrs. B. M. 
Kibblewhite, 5th Hawthorn. 

GANG SHOW can promise you a really 
different show this year. Right from the 
moment the curtain goes up (which is go
ing to be a urprise in itself) the opening 
number, "The New Scene," will really hit 
you wi th a bang. 

Members of the Gang recently spent many 
hours rehearsing the number and a tape was 
recorded in the studios of ATV Channel 0 
The backing by a well-known pop group, 
"Black Jack," makes the whole thing a really 
wild sound. 

How about your unit making the new 
scene" at the Palais next May? In addition 
to several "mod" items which should really 
make things swing, this year's Show will 
provide you with a real riot of laughs. 

The Show takes place on Friday, May 
21st; Saturday, 22nd-matinee and evening; 
Thursday, 27th; Friday, 28th; and Saturday, 
29th-matinee and evening. 

Individual and block bookings (blocks of 
10) are available by mail from the Mel· 
bourne Sports Depot. Individual seats are 
available from now over the counter from 
the M.S.D. and block bookings from the 
Guide Office, the M.S.D. and all Scout Shops. 

And how about the $100 prize for the 
Gude Unit or Scout Group which sells the 
most tickets? Last year's prize was won by 
a Ranger Unit! 

If you have any queries just drop a note 
to Gang Show, c/ o 384 Elizabeth Street, Mel
bourne, or ring Mrs. Tricia Marriott on 92-
1112 for any further information. 

Get your Unit to this year's Riot! 

MATILDA 
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VICTORIAN LONE CAMP 

We arrived early at Brooks Campsite, 
Britannia Park, after a busy morning shop· 
ping for some of our week's supplies at a 
supermarket. 

It was quite a lonely-looking site, long 
clover, two solitary tents, and a grey sky. 
But in spite of these conditions I was not 
depressed, for to-day was a day ''I'll never 
forget," nor should I imagine will my fellow 
Lones. Most of us had been corresponding, 
or knew of each other for about a year, 
but to-day we were actually going to talk
face to face. 

For the previous week I had been con
juring up images of people, but not one of 
the girls turned out as I'd imagined. How
ever, Cap. sounded young and lively from 
her letters, and she was. Q.M. and First 
Aider were full of energy, too, and provided 
well-appreciated food and treatment. 

The week passed quickly, with events that 
made each day so different from the rest. 
We went swimming every day, and this was 
always looked forward to, and we experi
enced activities from hikes to obstacle races. 

Mrs. Heard, our Lone Adviser, and Mrs. 
Anguey, Guider of the Lone Pre-Promise 
Company, came to visit us. Some of us had 
passed our Tenderfoot with Mrs. Anguey and 
were very pleased to meet her. 

Everyone was dejected as we broke 
Colours on Friday morning, and every-day, 
routine activities seemed a little more 
special as we did them together for the last 
time. A few tears were shed at the early 
departure of six Guides, who had to catch 
an early 'plane home. 

Many thanks to all concerned with our 
very successful camp, but especially to Cap., 
Q.M. and First Aider. 

10 HENDERSON, 
4th Vic. Lone Guides. 

Hopetoun Guides invited all the Brownies, 
Rangers, Cubs and Scouts to take part in a 
Pleasant Sunday afternoon, and invited the 
public, too. 

After many items from each of the groups 
our district's first ever Queen's Guide badge 
was presented to Judith Murray. 

April, 1971 

Planning for Overseas ... 
November, 1969-and in "Matilda" there 

was an item about a camp in New Zealand 
in January, 1971. Would our company be 
able to send a Guide? We asked the parents 
and they said they would help. 

Patrol Leaders Council discussed how we 
would choose the guide-and Margaret 
Holden, a patrol second, was the lucky 
Guide. 

And so we began-selling walnuts off a 
tree in "Cap's" garden was our first effort, 
shelled 5 ozs. for 20 cents, unshelled 30 
cents lb. 

Slide nights, help from the local Trefoil 
Guild who stocked a stall, an Anzac Day 
wreath made for the Rangers, hiring camp
ing equipment (to ourselves, tOOl), help from 
our local Post Office people, too. 

We were grateful for the help given by 
other Guides in the area who gave us the 
proceeds of concerts and gatherings. 

The total grew-and our final effort was a 
stall-$64.95 was the total received, and one 
of our Brownie leaders just had to give us 
that five cents! 

And so we made it-as you will be able to 
too if you plan ahead. 

Foster Guides held a concert to help to
wards expenses for a bus trip to Adelaide. 
They invited all the Guides, Brownies, Cubs 
and Scouts to help with some items. 

Fish Creek Brownies acted a play especi
ally written for us by our friend, Mrs. 
Martyn. It was about Brownies from other 
lands and all the Brownies in our pack took 
part. 

-Jenny Flanders. 
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~ YOUR GUIDE SHOP 
NOW IN STOCK: 

New Safety and First Aid (Pan Book)-95 
cents. 

The Australian Guide Section Adviser re
views this publication as follows :-

"There are many first-aid books, but few 
which so adequately meet the need of the 
Guide age group. Although written in 
Britain, it is easily adaptable to Australian 
conditions. 

"In simple language with humorous illus
tration, the first half outlines safety in the 
home, on the road and the water, all direc
tions within the girl's experience and ability. 
The second section deals with first-aid in a 
logica l and practical manner. 

"This book should prove a useful addition 
to every Company library and a help to any 
Guide working toward her Accident Preven
tion or First Aid Badges." 

A DEER PARK BROWNIE 
PACK HOLIDAY 

1st Deer Park Brownie Pack became "Visi
tors from Disneyland" at their recent Pack 
holiday at Guide House. 

Mrs. Ludwick, Brownie Guide Leader and 
Guider-in-charge of the holiday, became 
Fairy Godmother while Brownie Guides and 
staff became Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck 
and other Disney characters. 

Coming out of Brownie Cottage and turn
ing left brought the Brownie Guides into a 
special corner of their own. In the centre 
stands a toadstool donated by Maidstone 
District in memory of Mrs. Guy, grand
mother of one of our Deer Park Brownies. 

COMMISSIONER/GUIDER 
SUMMER FROCKS (New Style): 

The new style blue frock is now available 
in the Guide Shop in all sizes. 

Size: 32", 34", 36", 38" .... $13.20 
Size: 40", 42" .... ... . .... $14.20 

The new style frock has a straight fall , no 
waist seam, self belt and an action back. 

Although there are no keepers for the belt 
sewn on to the frock, it is not intended 
that it be worn without the belt. The 
keepers have been left off to allow for the 
differing levels of waistline. 

ALTERATIONS TO PRICES: 
Guider Beret to $3.50, page 6, Price List. 

"Thank You" Card to 4 cents, page 15, 
Price List. 

Refills for Photo. Album: 
Per sheet to 36c, page 15, Price List. 
Per 10 to $3.54, not listed. 

National Trust Guide: 
Melbourne to $1.45, not listed. 

Guide Beret to 95c, page 5, Price List. 

Mrs. Guy was the Brown Owl of 1st Maid
stone Brownie Pack and had a special place 
in all her Brownies' hearts. To commemor- . 
ate the many hours of guiding she had given 
the District, the toadstool was donated to 
Brownie Cottage with a suitable plaque at 
the base, and wattle trees were planted, giv
ing a lovely background to this corner. 

It was in this setting that three Brownie 
Guides were enrolled. 

Friendship and fun predominated during 
the holiday in spite of a severe electric storm 
which struck three trees in the vicinity and 
- of course - the girls had a "wow" of a 
time and are all looking forward to their 
next Pack holiday. 

-M.T. 

Registered at the G.P.O., Melb., lor transmission by po •• a •• periodical , ca'egory B. Subscripllon-$2.00 p .•. ; 20c par copy 

McKEllAR PRESS PTY. LTD ., 33 GLENHRRIE ROAD, MALVERN . PHONE: 503174 (3 LINES) 


	Mitilda7071_0389
	Mitilda7071_0390
	Mitilda7071_0391
	Mitilda7071_0392
	Mitilda7071_0393
	Mitilda7071_0394
	Mitilda7071_0395
	Mitilda7071_0396
	Mitilda7071_0397
	Mitilda7071_0398
	Mitilda7071_0399
	Mitilda7071_0400
	Mitilda7071_0401
	Mitilda7071_0402
	Mitilda7071_0403
	Mitilda7071_0404
	Mitilda7071_0405
	Mitilda7071_0406
	Mitilda7071_0407
	Mitilda7071_0408
	Mitilda7071_0409
	Mitilda7071_0410
	Mitilda7071_0411
	Mitilda7071_0412
	Mitilda7071_0413
	Mitilda7071_0414
	Mitilda7071_0415
	Mitilda7071_0416

