
MATILDA 

PAKISTANI GUIDES HELP REFUGEES -Block by courtesy " The Sun" 

JULY, 1971 VOLUME 49 NUMBER 1 



FROM OUR STATE COMMISSIONER 
Dear Victoria, 

It was good to be about again - just in 
time to share in the occasions arranged for 
the visit of our Commonwealth Chief Com
missioner_ In spite of minor hitches the 
programme went according to plan and we 
are most grateful to Mrs. Parker-Bowles for 
her co-operation at all the events during a 
very busy schedule. Her willingness to meet 
people individually or in small groups and 
the way she chatted with such easy charm 
endeared her to those privileged to meet her. 
Splendid opportunities were given during 
the five days for groups of our members to 
come together - it would be difficult to say 
which occasion provided the most enjoy
ment. However, I would like to make 
special mention of the evening entertain
ment, with buffet dinner, planned and exe
cuted by the Ranger Section. Only a few of 
us, in addition to the Section's representa
tives, could be present but I know you would 
all have been proud of their handling of 
every facet of the event. 

At Britannia Park Mrs. Parker-Bowles was 
able to meet some of our Guides and 
Brownies, as well as adults, and a day in the 
Mornington Peninsula Region provided an 
opportunity for her to see the young people 
in their own areas. 

Even in the limited time available we were 
able to introduce our guest to a wider public 
than just our own members, and we are 
grateful to the Moonee Valley Racing Club, 
to the Lady Mayoress of Melbourne, to the 
Government of Victoria and to members of 
the press, radio and television for their in
terest, engendering the reby good public rela
tions for our Organisation. 

We hope that Mrs. Parker-Bowles will re
member with pleasure the brief period she 
spent with us. 

* * * * 
Mrs. Hutchinson kindly deputised for me 

at the Queen's Guide Ceremony held at Gov
ernment House on the first day of the month 
and Miss Shaw undertook the duties of the 
State Secretary. It was a matter for great 
regret to me that I was not able to share this 
occasion witb the girls. My message was 
conveyed to them, but I missed the personal 
contact. A good representation of Queen's 
Guides from the past year were present at 
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the Commonwealth Youth Sunday Service 
on the following day at St. Paul's Cathedral. 

The Ranger Section conducted an interest
ing weekend activity at the beginning of May 
when, ullder the title "You and Yourself" 
they took a close look at the "social graces" 
and many aspects of personal appearance 
as related to themselves as individuals. 

In addition they gave service to others 
during the annual Allambie Service Camp 
this month. 

* * * * 
The Mystery Train Trek occasioned much 

interest in the Guide Section and those lucky 
enough to par ticipate had a thoroughly en
joyable week. 

* * * * 
During the school holidays Brownie and 

Guide Section Committees and the Public 
Relations Department again organised holi
day activities and Brownies, Guides, Rangers 
AND adults streamed into Headquarters, 
spending many happy hours engaged in craft 
work or went by bus for country or seaside 
excursions. Again it became necessary to 
turn away a great number who wished to 
participate and it is possible that it would 
be more advantageous to organise some 
future holiday sessions in Regions. This 
would enable a larger number to take part, 
would involve less travelling for partici
pants, might make it practicable for more 
mothers to sharer=if they wished, in a daught
er's activity and could make adult help 
simpler to find. 

* * * * 
A number of Rangers and Guiders took 

part in the production of the Gang Show and 
performed most creditably with obvious en
joyment. 

A very important happening in May was 
the International Training for Trainers in 
Sydney. Three Victorians attended the 
Training as delegates and one helped on the 
pl·anning committee. You will read in 
"Matilda" of the overseas visitors, other par
ticipants and occurrences during the ten 
days. 

With the coming of winter and the baring 
of the trees "my" possums found it neces
sary to change their home from the maple 

(Continued on page 7) 
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VISIT TO VICTORIA OF 

~:J. fIA/le£ f!lJz/lk/l ~@/e:JJ 
CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 

Saturday, 8th May, were you one of the 
Guides who planned to come to Essendon 
Airport to form a guard of honour for Mrs. 
Parker Bowles on her arrival from Tas
mania? Then you'll know of the consterna
tion felt when we learnt that her flight had 
been cancelled, and that our Chief Commis
sioner would arrive by a much later plane 
than expected. So much later, in fact, that 
Mrs. Renshaw Jones just had time to wel
come her, and then whisk her rapidly to 
Moonee Valley Racecourse, where she was 
guest of honour at a luncheon given by Mrs. 
A. J. Moir, wife of the chairman of the 
Moonee Valley Racing Club. Luckily she 
was able to see most of the races, and as, 
after Guiding, horses and riding are her chief 
interest, a happy afternoon was spent. 

* * * * In the evening Mrs. Renshaw Jones and 
the State executive with their husbands en
tertained Mrs. Parker Bowles at dinner, at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Stuart McKay. 
Tall pink candles glowed on small tables. 
The food was simply delicious and all ar
ranged by Mrs. McKay, so well known in 
Guiding as a member of State Council and 
the P.R. committee. On one window the 
blinds were left open, and we gazed down 
to the traffic winding its way past Como 
Park. Also present were some members of 
the Boy Scout Association and their wives. 

* * * * Up early on Sunday morning and after 
church Mrs. Parker Bowles set off for Bri
tannia Park, with Mrs. A. J. Turnbull, former 
camping adviser. The autumn coloured 
leaves were still on the trees, and the 
countryside looked its best. 
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A tour of the campsites at Britannia Park 
gave Mrs. Parker Bowles a good picture of 
how we camp, and gave many Guides an 
opportunity of meeting her. 

Mrs. Squire, the camping adviser, and Mrs. 
Gray, chairman of Britannia Park commit
tee, showed her all the points of interest -
the pool, the chapel, the native garden and 
the site of the Thank You Chalet. 

Lunch followed, giving Mrs. Parker Bowles 
a chance to meet the people who do so much 
of the work on the property, and also the 
local commissioners and training advisers. 

In her travels in Australia Mrs. Parker 
Bowles had not seen any of our wild life -
so after lunch, Miss Barr and Mrs. Gray 
arranged a quick trip to the Healesville 
Sanctuary -'- where she met the platypus, 
the kangaroos and the koalas, and was 
hailed by the raucous cockatoos. 

Later she was able to buy postcards of 
these animals to send to her small grand
children in England. 

* * * * 
We work our visitors hard! And the even

ing concluded with T.v. interviews, before 
dinner with Mr. and Mrs. R. Renshaw Jones, 
with whom Mrs. Parker Bowles was staying. 

On Monday morning Mrs. Parker Bowles 
arrived early at Headquarters. 

Further press and T.V. interviews followed 
for the next hour or so, then the Chief Com· 
missioner was taken on a tour of our lovely 
Headquarters. The whole building had been 
tidied and polished and looked at its best. 

After meeting the staff, our guest was 
taken to the craft room, where Brownie 
Guiders and Guides were engaged in turning 
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various materials into flowers, baskets, helts 
and other fascinating articles. 

Then to luncheon where representatives of 
Division and District Commissioners were 
able to meet Mrs. Parker Bowles who went 
right around the room, speaking to everyone 
there. Some commissioners had come a 
great distance to meet her - from Corryong, 
from Mildura, from the Grampians and the 
Western District. 

Mrs. Parke Bowles was fascinated by the 
distances involved in travelling in Australia 
and asked many questions about the country 
towns from which the commissioners came. 

The training room had been transformed 
- a huge arrangement of autumn leaves and 
chrysanthemums in a copper container on 
the stage, complemented the orange covers 
of the chairs. The tables were loaded with 
a smorgasbord served in brow.n teak bowls, 
with vivid orange serviettes giving a note of 
gay colour. 

After luncheon Mrs. Eileen Goldsbrough 
welcomed our guest and special visitors and 
then Mrs. Parker Bowles told us a little of 
what it means to be Chief Commissioner OJ 

the Commonwealth, together wi th highlights 
of her trip to date - including her stay over 
in Canada. Here, on her "day off" her kind 
hosts took her on a 250-miles drive to see 
Niagara falls, an experience very memorable, 
both for the sights and for the exhaustion! 

* * * * 
Mrs. Parker Bowles was then the guest of 

our State president, Lady Delacombe, and 
His Excellency, the Governor, at Government 
House. 

The Government of Victoria, with our 
Premier's wife, Lady Bolte, as hostess. held 
a reception in honour of Mrs. Parker BowIe'S! 
that evening, at the new State offices. fibout 
100 guests, many in uniform, were present. 
They included Region Commissioners and 
members of State Council. 

Lady Bolte welcomed the Chief Commis
sioner, who said how glad she was to be 
amongst us, and told us a little about her 
itinerary. Lady Bolte then graciously al
lowed us to tour the State offices - which 
are beautifully appointed and proved very 
interesting. 

Tuesday, 11th May - Another busy day. 
A coffee party had been arranged at Kew 
Town Hall where Mrs. Parker Bowles could 
meet representati\"es of Local Aswciations 
and Trefoil Guilds. Once again people had 
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come from near and far and the hot coffee 
and home-made biscuits were very welcome 
to those who had left home so t'arly to reach 
the hall in time. 

The committee had done a wonderful job 
decorating the huge hall. Red check table
cloths on small round tables and bowls of 
flowers on the platform made an inviting 
scene. 

Mrs. Parker Bowles spoke for some time 
on her role as Chief Commissioner, then 
moved around amongst the tables and was 
able to speak to many of the 300 people 
there. Another special guest on this occa
sion was Carine, Lady Baden Powell 
(daughter-in-law of the Chief Guide) who is 
in Victoria on a visit of some months to 
welcome the arrival of her new grandson. 

* * * * 
In the afternoon Mrs. Parker Bowles went 

to the Melbourne Town Hall to call on the 
Lady Mayoress, Mrs. E. Best. Later, "Free 
Time", said the programme, but in fact there 
was barely time for a quick walk through 
one of the big stores before returning to 
Government House to rest before the next 
function. 

* * * * 
The Ranger buffet dinner, arranged by the 

Ranger committee - once again the training 
room had a new look, soft candlelight set 
the scene and hot casseroles appeared magi
cally from the kitchen. 

After dinner, a bright entertainment was 
provided by the Rangers and a chance given 
for Mrs. Parker Bowles to meet the girls. 

* * * * 
Wednesday, 12th May - The Region of 

Mornington Peninsula had planned a long 
but rewarding day. 

First stop - Aspendale Guide Hall - un
fortunately the day was wet and drizzly so 
that the maypole dances which had been so 
carefully rehearsed outside by the Brownies, 
had to be held in the hall. All the Brownies 
were in costume, looking very sweet - other 
Brownies danced English and French coun
try dances, and the Guides were on hand to 
show their handcrafts. 

Next stop - Overport, where a very large 
gathering of young people welcomed Mrs. 
Parker Bowles and showed her various as
pects of Guiding - and also served a large, 
hot, welcome morning tea. 

The Region Commissioner then took Mrs. 
Parker Bowles on a quick tour of some of 
the interesting and scenic spots of the Penin-
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sula - including the oil refineries, Crib Point 
and Flinders. Finally by a leafy lane to the 
back of Arthur's Seat. Here the sun broke 
out, so that views of the bay were seen at 
their best. 

We arrived at Rosebud for a late lunch. 
This had been planned as a chop picnic on 
the beach, with billy tea, but had to be trans
ferred to the hall because of the weather. It 
was still a delicious meal, with the chops -
beautifully barbecued by the Guides 
served with salads. 

By the coast road past Mt. Martha to 
Mornington, and here all the local Brownies 
and Guides had gathered in the park, where 
despite the rain, they regaled Mrs. Parker 
Bowles with campfire songs and merely 
retreated beneath an enormous cypress 
when the rain became too heavy. 

Home by way of Dandenong to Govern
ment House where that night, Sir Rohan and 
Lady Delacombe entertained Mrs. Parker 
Bowles at a dinner party. 

Thursday, 13th May - a free morning -
Then after lunch to the airport to catch the 
plane for Canberra. 

Later Mrs. Parker Bowles would travel on 
to New South Wales, Queensland, Papua
New Guinea, and finally, via Fiji, home. 

Mrs. Renshaw Jones and two of her Assis
tant State Commissioners were there to say 
goodbye together with members of the or
ganising committee and others. 

A Brownie Guide, a Guide and a Ranger 
made a presentation to Mrs. Parker Bowles 
on behalf of the Movement. Our gift was 
an enamelled dish with a trefoil design. 
Mrs. Parker Bowles promptly put it into her 
flight bag saying that it would stay with her 
and not get mislaid amongst the luggage! 

Several Rangers, Guides and Guiders came 
to the airport for a last glimpse of our guest 
and in no time she was aboard her aircraft 
and the visit was over. -D.R. 

P.S.: In a letter of thanks to Mrs. Osbourn 
Shave, co-ordinator for the visit, was a note 
- "please say thank you to all my drivers 
who took me hundreds of miles with never 
an anxious moment". 

The folder for Mrs. Derek Parker Bowles' 
Victorian papers was designed by a Guide 
from 4th Moorleigh Company, Robyn Sayers. 

It featured the Victorian Friendship 
Badge, pink heath and wattle, together with 
the dates of the visit. 

July, 1971 

Mrs D. Parker Bowles 

-Block by courtesy " Courie r". W.A. 

MEETING MRS. PARKER BOWLES 

At Rosebud a commissioner from England 
came down to see the Brownies and Guides. 
We all went - some in Brown Owl's car and 
some with Daisy. It was ten miles for us 
to go . . . When we arrived at the Rosebud 
hall we had some games and an outdoor 
challenge and some action songs. We learnt 
a new grace called "AIlelu" and it was easy 
to learn. Then Mrs. Parker Bowles was in
troduced to us and we had our barbecue 
lunch. She had a chat with some of the 
Guides then we all went outside and waved 
goodbye and then we went home too. 

-From stories by the Sorrento Brownies 
and by Kim Percy, 1st Rye Guide Co. 
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An invitation has just been received from 
Indonesia for a representative to attend a 
National Rover and Ranger International 
Service Camp to be held from 21st-28th 
August, 1971. Our representative will be 
selected and could be either a Guider or a 
Ranger. No finance is available for this 
event. If you are interested, apply im
mediately, to International Adviser, Guide 
Headquarters. 

The Union of German Girl Guides Associa
tion has invited a Delegate for the "Olympic 
Session" at the time of the Olympic Games, 
Summer, 1972, near Munich. The Delegate 
will be a young adult, 17-25 years. Details 
will be given later. 

International Training for Trainers! 

Forty-nine Representatives attended from 
18 countries: 

One Canada, one Republic of China, three 
Fiji, one Singapore, two India, three Indo
nesia, one Jamaica, three Japan, one Malay
sia, two Micronesia (Caroline Islands and 
Marshall Is.), three New Zealand, two The 
Philippines, two Gilbert and Ellice Islands, 
one South Mrica, one Tonga, one Trinidad
Tobago, one U.S.A., 20 Australia. 

Mrs. Amy Tam, Singapore, visited Victoria 
before the Training and those entertained 
here afterwards were : 

Miss Phyllis Brown, Trinidad-Tobago; Miss 
Jyothsna Banerjee, India; Miss Violet Caleb, 
India; Miss Phuah Sas Saik, Malaysia; Mrs. 
D. Boenakim, Indonesia. 

Three others were in Melbourne for a few . 
hours in transit. Those staying in Victoria 
were shown as much of our State as time 
permitted - quite a lot more training was; 
given too. 
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TO KNOW! 
TO CARE! 
TO BE INVOLVED! 

Action in the 70's was introduced by 
Seniors at the last National Conference. Last 
spring 20 Milwaukee Seniors put their heads 
together to form the basis of their Action in 
the 70's project. Since then an adult-girl 
committee has developed 'the final plans. 

Action in the 70's is based on this indi
vidual pledge. 

I will try my best: 
- To know individuals of different reli

gions, races and nationalities, so they 
can know me. 

- To care for and defend the specialness 
of difference, so that my life can be rich 
and full. 

- To become involved in my community, 
with its needs and with irs people, so 
that I can matter - to others and to 
myself. 

PART OF THE ACTION '70'S 
PROGRAMME - IN MILWAUKEE, U.S.A. 

Learn about the steps a person from 
another country must take to become a 
naturalised citizen of the United States. 
Attend a final naturalisation ceremony. 
(Jr. thru Sr.) 

Learn a dance or song from two other 
ethnic groups. Perform them for others out
side your troop. (Br. tbm Sr.) 

Read about important people of different 
races. Make a game or contest based on 
your new knowledge. (Jr. thru Sr.) 

Dramatise a skit or folk tale from a differ
ent race or nationality. (Br.-Sr.) 

Have each patrol read a book about the 
part a person of a different race played in 
American history. Depict the story in panto
mime, shadowgraph, or tableau. (Jr. thru Sr.) 

Visit at least two churches or synagogues 
which are new to most of the girls in your 
troop. Before making the tour, call the 
clergyman and make the necessary arrange
ments. Ask if he would talk to your girls 
about the basic beliefs of the religion and 
about the building itself. 
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Choose an Eastern religion such as Bud
dhism, Hinduism, or Taoism and discover its 
beliefs. You may wish to invite someone who 
could talk to your troop about that religion. 
A.F.S., foreign college students or Interna
tional groups are some possible resources. 
(Br. thru Sr.) 

Give on-going service at a llursing horne. 
Write letters, play garnes, read with the 
patients. OR - help them do a service for 
someone else. (Jr . thru Sr.) 

Choose a conservation project which 
could be performed either in the community 
or at a Girl Scout camp. 

Find out how your city or village govern
merrt works. How does it make your com
munity a better place to live? (Jr. thru Sr.) 

A "CROSSWORD PUZZLE" 

Across : 

1. Farmyard inhabitants. 
2. A good dish. 
3. A type of bird. 
4. Something to eat. 

Down : 

1. Vegetables. 
2. In debt. 
3. To employ. 
4. Measurement. 
5. To annoy. 
6. Town in France. 
7. Sagacious. 

(Answer on page 15) 

* * * 
Don't complain about your neighbour -

in his view his neighbour (you!) isn't per
fect! 
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COMMONWEALTH HEADQUARTERS 
ART AND HANDWRITING 
COMPETITION 

We have received the news that two Vic
torian Guides have won prizes in this com
petition - one first prize and one second 
prize. 

Congratulations to: Julie Dunn, 1st Coburg 
South - Art, 13-15 years (second prize); 
Jennifer Swann, 1st Elsternwick - Letter
ing, 13-15 years (first prize). Jennifer's work 
is already framed and hanging just outside 
the entrance to the restaurant. 

D. L. Halligan, Guide Adviser 

Among the many groups reported to have 
helped during the long English postal strike 
were the Daventry (Northamptonshire) 
Scouts who delivered blood donor appoint
ment cards (attendance by donors werrt up 
50 per cent!), the 2nd Camborne (Cornwall) 
Group who collected mail from Royal Navy 
personnel serving abroad from a naval 
centre and delivered it to their families, and 
the 1st Kings Langley (Herts) which even 
printed its own stamps for its local emer
gency mail service. 

STATE COMMISSIONER 
- Continue d from page 2 

tree to a very large evergreen in the next 
garden. I had a busy morning defending 
them from cats and it seems that they have 
now retreated to our less readily accessible 
cypress hedge. Country folk will see greater 
changes with the different season, but even 
so close to the city it is fascinating to note 
the arrival of the honey-eaters - coinciding 
with the blossoming of the camelIias - the 
changes in insect life, as well as the progres
sion of garden plants. I hope that all mem
bers will gain a greater awareness of natural 
things as a direct consequence of Conserva
tion Year. 

Happy Guiding, 
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CONSER VA TION . • • 
THE SEEING EYE 

I have had a few letters about what you 
are doing. Most of them have told me that 
you are planting native trees - that's good. 
And have you really thought what you hope 
to achieve by this? 

The main hope might be that the birds will 
return! 

Our seeing eyes will have shown us that 
different birds have a taste for different 
foods . Some, with a preference for certain 
insects, peck in the bark of trees; others 
scratch in the debris on the floor of the 
forest, and others drink nectar! 

Take a walk in a forest and you will see 
so many birds and the way they exist where 
there is food for all needs. 

Have you ever watched a yellow robin? -
how it perches sideways on a sapling? Its 
camouflage is perfect; its brown back blends 
with the trunk of the tree. 

Nature has made full provision for the 
needs of all in their natural surroundings. 
But once we destroy our forests or .ne 
native habitat - the birds disappear. So 
whenever possible we must plant a wide 
diversity of trees to meet all t~.sLes. 

If you look into a pine plantation, where 
there are acres and acres of pine~; , you will 
find only a few species of birds that can live 
in that limited environmenL For many, 
their natural food is missing, so they cannot 
exist there. 

So, in all our ventures in conservation we 
must think before we act! 

My mind runs to camping, and what we do 
after we have finished camp. In thaL week 
or series of weeks dueing the camping 
season, the land has had to take a great deal 
of wear and tear. The grass is worn thin; 
do we think to revitalise the worn patches 
with a dressing of superphosphate or blood
and-bone, with a sowing of seed? 

If it was necessary 1:0 trench around our 
tents during heavy rain, did we cut the sods 
of turf so carefully that they would slip 
neatly back into their crevice;;, or have we 
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created gutters of soil erosion? When we 
filled in all the holes, did we mound the earth 
so that the ultimate level (after settling) 
would be the same as the untouched ground 
all around? 

I remember visiting an old-established 
camp site where there was quite a steep 
slope going down to a lmvcr level - it was 
an ugly sight of bare cl"y: Through neglect 
it had become like that. With a seeing eye 
there could have been a vision of a terraced 
slope so that the top;;oil would not be 
washed away, and it could h~ve been planted 
with native vegetation and become a thing 
cif beauty. 

We show what sort of Guides w :! are by 
the camp site we own! 

R.Y.L.A. - WHAT IS IT? 
That was the question I asked myself 

when the application form came around. 

Ryla means Rotary Youth Leadership 
Award, and every year the Rotary Club spon
sors about 50 boys and 50 girls who are lead
ers or wish to become leaders on a week-long 
seminar. Here they discuss various prob
lems of youth and learn how to cope with 
the numerous activities and opportunities of 
our organisations. 

When you go on a Ryla Seminar you come 
into contact with so many different people 
from so many different organisations, but all 
with one aim - to bring people closer to
gether and help the community. 

It is an experience that I wouldn't have 
missed for the world - if you ever get the 
opportunity to go, DO TAKE IT. I'm sure 
you will never regret it, and you'll make 
many friends, as I did. 

-Merrell Hewett 
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~~~~~~~~~~, HEADQU ARTERS 
Our vital Statistics .... 

During the last few months we have been 
giving you a bird's eye picture of the inner 
workings of the various Departments at 
Headquarters - you will have read what 
makes the Shop tick, the number of forms 
that are handled by the Advisers' depart
ment and so on. Now, it is time to tell you 
something of what goes on in that place 
known as the "Office" and the general ad
ministrative work of the Movement. 

The General Office is the room which you 
enter immediately opposite the top of the 
stairs on the 1st Floor. There you will see 
six members of staff busily at work on their 
typewriters, checking envelopes for mailing, 
or filing as the case may be. Alongside this 
main office you will find the three senior 
secretaries housed in their own work rooms. 

Together, as a team, these people deal with 
the following:-

• Miscellaneous queries on this and that 
coming into the office by letter, telephone or 
personal enquiry - for consideration, ac
tion or passing on to the special person 
qualified to deal with the subject matter. 
The scope of the topics on which people 
seek help is amazingly broad and we find 
ourselves dealing with such diversified sub
jects as - "How do you write 'Radio' in 
Morse Code please?" "Would you be able 
to tell us the aboriginal word for 'Meeting'?" 
"What uniform do the Guides in Monaco 
wear?" "How much money should we have 
in hand before commencing work on our 
new Hall?" "How do you transfer a Guide 
who is going to Queensland?" "What is the 
Association's policy on raffles?" "Our L.A. 
has some surplus funds on hand, can we 
invest these in the Building Pool Fund?" 
"How do we go about taking out a Personal 
Accident and Sickness Insurance cover for 
our Guides?" 

• For our Association to run effectively 
much of our administration is dealt with by 
specialised committees. Meetings of these 
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committees have to be arranged, agendas 
prepared, minutes drafted, typed and circu
lated, rooms made ready, etc. All this forms 
a considerable amount of the office staff's 
work load. You will realise too that, after 
each of these meetings, matters raised and 
decisions reached must be followed through 
and ' a great deal of the senior secretaries' 
work emanates from these meetings. 
These regular meetings include: 

State Council- Quarterly. 
Executive Committee - Monthly. 
Finance Sub-Committee - Bi-monthly. 
New Commissioners and Boundaries Sub-

Committee - Monthly. 
Property Sub-Committee - Monthly. 

• There are the important meetings be
tween field personnel and administrative 
folk, in particular the Region Commission
ers' quarterly meeting and the get-together 
of Division Commissioners which takes place 
from time to time. 

• To give the closest possible co-operation 
and most effective planning, regular meet
ings are held by the State Commissioner 
with her team and with Headquarters Ad
visers. 

• The special activities and functions 
which are held during the year also require 
assistance in some form from the office staff 
- the Queen's Guide Ceremony at Govern
ment House, Commissioners' Conference, 
Thinking Day, Cents for Service Drive, for 
instance, all bring with them the three "T's" 
- thought, time and typing! 

• Annual report time is a particularly 
busy one for the office, all the returns having 
to be carefully checked before the prepara
tion of our "annual census". The Guiding 
Personnel Register must 'be sorted out, typed 
and checked for the printer and then there 
is the Association's printed Annual Report, 
which has to be finalised for presentation at 
the Annual Meeting of the Association in 
October. 

9 



• Other routine matters requiring a:tten
tion are such things as requests for guest 
speakers, applications for Thanks Badges, 
Long Service and other Awards, the issuing 
of Warrants, registration of new Units, trans
fers, applications for building and mainten
ance grants from the Youth Organisations 
Assistance Fund, appointments of new Com
missioners and so on. 

• "Matilda" demands her fair share of 
attention. She must be posted away each 
month to subscribers, subscriptions have to 
be carefully noted and address plates 
checked, etc. 

• Once a month, we send out the Commis
sioners' Newsletter in which is co-ordinated 
an interesting collection of news items and 
happenings. The voluntary group (mainly 
members of our State Council) who attend 
to the despatch of this are the last of the 
team of willing workers on the assembly 
line, who draft, type, duplicate, collate the 
pages and address envelopes for the News
letter. 

• We mentioned the queries coming into 
the office, but not the amount of mail which 
goes out - there always seem to be letters 
awaiting attention on topics which vary 
from inviting someone to be a Division Com
missioner, to please note that Mary Smith is 
coming to live in your area and wants to be 
linked with a Guide Company, etc. You may 
be interested to know that, in a typical 
month of last year, over 700 letters (exclud
ing the Commissioners' Newsletter and other 
circulars) were despatched from the general 
office. 

• Once a week an informal meeting be
tween the State Commissioner and her 
Assistants, together with the three senior 
secretaries, takes place - this deals with 
general matters which have arisen during 
the week and provides the opportunity for 
decisions to be taken on matters requiring 
attention between Committee meetings. It 
also helps to ensure co-ordination between 
all those in the administrative team. Much 
of the work presented at these meetings is 
Australian Guide business, the States being 
very much involved in what goes on at 
National and International level. 
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• If we attempted to give you a total pic
ture of everything which passes through the 
"General Office", we would need a mighty 
volume, but we hope this bird's eye view will 
prove of interest to you. 

• Basically each staff member has her 
own specific duties and responsibilities, but 
we work together as a happy team and this 
spirit shows itself in no uncertain terms 
when, working to a deadline da:te, one De
partment has to tackle a big job. On these 
occasions (and they happen quite fre
quently !) those less busy will drop their own 
work and lend a hand. Yes, we are a happy, 
willing team of workers, pleased to do our 
share towards keeping the Movement mov
ing. 

BARREE REGION BADGE 

The first Barree Region Camp was held in 
January, 1965, on the banks of the Kiewa 
River at Tawonga. This delightful setting, 
with the hills and mountains in the back
ground inspired many "would be" artists to 
do some sketching and painting. 

Mrs. Embling, Region Commissioner at 
that time suggested to the Guides that they 
design a Region badge. And so our Barree 
Region badge with mountains in the back
ground, a willow tree, a river and a Guide 
tent in the foreground, came into being. 

The badge is used in metal as a belt badge 
for anyone camping at a Region function and 
as a cloth badge for a "swop" badge. We 
also have our own Region teaspoons with 
this badge and these are very popular. 
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GUIDERS ! This IS for you! 
INTERNATIONAL (Ranger Section) 
INDIVIDUALIINDIVIDUALlST? 

Are you having trouble acquainting your 
new 14-year-olds with the "old hands" in 
your unit? For each individual in your unit 
needs to feel included and must learn to 
work as a member of the group. Well, if 
thjs is your problem, the answer is simple. 

Why not try the Ranger International Cer
tificate? For this is an activity which could 
involve everyone, in fact a minimum of 66 
per cent must participate in each item. 

You have seen this certificate mentioned 
in the Ranger Handbook and in your new 
P.O. & R. However the syllabus is only 
printed here and in your previous P.O. & R. 

* * * * 
Rangers' International Certificate Syllabus 

To be undertaken voluntarily by Ranger 
Units. A minimum of 66 per cent of the Unit 
should participate in each item. 

A Ranger Unit completing this challenge 
qualifies for the Rangers' International Cer
t ificate issued by the World Association and 
signed by the World Chief Guide and the 
Director of the World Bureau. 

All applications approved and recom
mended by the Countries' International Com
missioners and a responsible person from 
the Ranger Branch as baving attained a 
satisfactory, high standard, should be sent 
to: The Chairman, Standing Committee for 
Training, The World Bureau, 132 Ebury 
Street, London, S.W.l. 

In forwarding the approved applications, 
a full report from the judges at National 
level should be included. 

Names of successful Units will be pub
lished in THE COUNCIL FIRE. 

The Syllabus 
1. Have a knowledge of an international 

organisation - one of whose objects is the 
promotion of international goodwill and 
with whom the World Association of Girl 
Guides and Girl Scouts co-operates - which 
functions in your own country and spreads 
knowledge of its work. This can be done 
either by practical work for this organisation 
or by giving a talk. 
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2. Have, as a project, for the time in which 
the Unit completes its challenge, the study 
of one of the Branches of the United 
Nations, having first acqllired an elementary 
knowledge of the working and functions of 
the United Nations itself. 

3. Have a knowledge of the organisation, 
functions, publications, etc., of the World 
Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, 
and know which Countries are members. 

4. Arrange and run an International 
Camp-Fire, this preferably to be given to a 
group of Guides and/or the General Public, 
but must have an aU9ience larger than the 
Ranger Unit; 

Or 

Arrange and run an International Evening 
to include illustrated talks (i.e., films, slides, 
etc.), to interest a group of Guides and/or 
the General Public on two countries of differ
ent continents, mentioning their culture, re
ligions, industries, customs, famous people, 
etc. 

5. Learn about the Ranger Branch in 
another country, its work and setting (edu· 
cational, family and social environment), 
choosing preferably a country in a continent 
other than your own. If possible this should 
include correspondence and the exchange of 
Ranger material with another Ranger Unit. 

6. Undertake some 'form of service for 
under-privileged or handicapped people in 
your own area, and learn something of work 
being done for such people on an inter
national scale in this field. (Note: This may 
be a service project undertaken as part of 
Item 1.) 

Or 

Obtain sufficient knowledge of one or more 
foreign languages so as to render service in 
an international capacity such as inter
preters, glides, aides, etc. 

The necessary knowledge is easy to gain, 
provided your Unit library contains current 
copies of "Council Fire", "Trefoil Round the 
World" and the 18th Report of W.A.G.G.G.S. 
Then each month "Matilda" contains many 
articles of an international flavour. In fact 
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volume 48 number 7 will give you the list to 
help with Clause 1. 

For information of the United Nations, 
visit their publications office at 364 Lonsdale 
Street, Melbourne. 

Your Post Box Secretary will help you 
make contact with a Ranger Unit overseas. 
Here the use of tape recordings will add a 
more personal note to your link with 
another Unit. 

While working on this certificate, glance 
at the Service Section (p. 193) for the Sylla
bus for the International Knowledge Certifi
cate. So many of its clauses dove:tail 'with 
your other research, so here is another op
portunity for the Rangers to widen the scope 
of their activities. 

The main difference between an Individual 
and an Individualist is that the latter ex
cludes all human relationships from their 
lives. Put an international flavour into your 
programme and help the Rangers to widen 
their personal contacts; become aware of 
other countries' problems; learn to work as 
a member of a group and gain an apprecia
tion of this World Wide Movement, to which 
we all belong. 

Adopt as your theme: 
"It's a small world after all". 

INTERNATIONAL IN THE PACK 

International - what does it mean? Liter
ally, it means, between nations. As nations 
are composed of people, it follows - be
tween people, knowledge, undel standing, 
communication etc. 

We are one of the few youth organisations 
that actively encourage mutual aid, personal 
contact and practical interest in the inter
national field, and therefore as leaders we 
have a responsibility regarding International. 

Thanks to mass media and communica
tions, our global world becomes smaller and 
everyone sees, reads, and hears more about 
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her neighbour, therefore there is no excuse 
not to accept hr:.r and learn to understand 
her. Not every child has the chance of going 
overseas, but for all there can be opportuni· 
ties for discovery and interest about Brow
nies in other lands. 

Do you have "Trefoil Row1d th.'! World '; 
Brownies of the World Stories and Painting 
books, revised and now avaIlable at Head
quarters? Are you taking 'Council Fire" 
and the "Brownie"? All kmds of activities 
can be built round these aids. A Sh activity, 
where each Six is gi\;en a picture of a 
Brownie whom they have to identify, colour 
her uniform and badge, locate her country 
on the map, draw its flag, ITlodel something 
from the country and decide whether or not 
they would like to visit it, and ·why. This 
helps the Six work together, involves them 
in other aspects of the eight points as well 
as learning something about Brownies from 
overseas. 

Making things is popular - have you tried 
carving turtles from velvet soap, making a 
seed necklace, as they do in many island 
courrtries, or making a Mexican Pinata? 
What about our Brownie Singing Games? 
Then there are folk dances - r ecords and 
instructions are available from music shops 
or from the National Fitness Cl)uncil. Our 
migrants can help here and it might be a 
way of bring them in. Learning greetings in 
other languages hearing about overseas 
trips, viewing slides (in small quantities) or 
cooking. All Brownies love tond, and even 
if your hall has only a gas-ring: or a power
point, you can pop corn, cook savoury rice 
or just eat a slice of bread and jam with a 
knife and fork, Dutch fashion! 

Service projects become more real when 
International means something to the chil
dren. The idea is to help the .Brownies grow 
in awareness, not "do" International at one 
meeting. Although we are preparing Brow
nies for the wider horizon and gr.'!ater under
standing of World Guiding in Guides and 
Rangers, let us not forget ourSElves. Are we 
open-minded and uncritical or do we just 
"think" on Thinking Day and leave the doing 
to someone else? It is worth considering 
how really necessary it is for those in our 
care to he doing and caring about the young 
in other countries. The Brownies of today 
may be working and living overseas tomor
row. These are eventualities for which we 
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are especially equipped to train them, with 
our World Links. Our du.ly is to give them 
a sound international training. 

Kurt Hahn, a great educationalist, said, "It 
is neglect not to impel people into e.'" 
perience". 

We have unique opportunities. Thinking 
Day is a good day to begin, and hegin with 
a creative interest that can maintain the 
sparkle of real friendship and understanding .. 

BRINGING INTERNATIONAL GUIDING 
INTO THE UNIT 

A non-member of the Movement was once 
asked for her idea of Guiding, and the 
answer was - "It's an organisation helping 
girls to have consideration for ea.:h other, 
while teaching them tolerance and under
standing of those whose way of life is very 
different from their own". 

This tolerance comes largdy with know
ledge of the other person, knowledge of h2r 
way of life and understanding of the reasons 
for the difference. In order to help our 
Guides learn this we mu;;t start where she 
is, i.e., start with her interests. Most girls 
of Guide age like collecting; havt: you ever 
tried getting everyone to bring something 
interesting from another country to the 
company meetings? (Suggest they bring 
things which represent the people of the 
country, the way they look, and dress and 
their way of life.) Give the group a few 
minutes to look at the varied objects oefore 
they are removed and the patruls have to 
write a story bringing in as many of the 
articles as they can. This entails prepara
tion beforehand; something to be done on 
the spot is to ask each patrol it they can, 
within five minutes, produce ten ' objects 
made outside Australia. A variation on 
Kim's game is to ask the girls to bring 
examples of musical instrumellts from other 
lands, and then use the sense of hearing 
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rather than that of sight. Do you see where 
these activities link up with the Common
wealth Knowledge badge? 

Girls are interested in fashions; try im
provising traditional costumes of foreign 
countries, or give out pictures of national 
dancers and get the girls to dress up with 
crepe paper, or newspaper. You could fol
low this up by asking the P.L. to arrange the 
members of her patrol in some of the atti
tudes of the dancers. Many girls have found 
enjoyment in learning folk songs from other 
lands, or Christmas carols. A good deal of 
research can go on if you make the costumes 
and properties for one group to mime the 
song while it is sung by others. 

The international side of Guiding can 
come into almost every aspect of the unit's 
programme - how many of the eight points 
have been covered in the above suggestions? 
- and even an expedition to the ice-skating 
rink could involve research into the coun
tries where skating is part of daily life. 
When First Aid comes into the programme 
have you tried working out the types of 
accidents an African or a South American 
Guide might meet because the conditions of 
her ordinary life are very different from 
ours? Imagination is needed, but if you feel 
you haven't got much, ask your Guides, 
they'll have it! 

It's fairly easy to discover material facts 
about foreign countries, it's harder to find 
out about customs and manners of other 
people, but the realisation that it is natural 
and proper for things to be done differently 
in another country will help to develop 
tolerance. Many girls have foreign pen
friends; they can be encouraged to think 
out what would be really interesting to the 
reader of the letter, -and thus learn to put 
themselves in another's place. 

An International Commissioner for the 
British Scouts once said: "For what, after 
all, is a foreigner? Only a perfectly normal 
sort of chap with hopes and fears, joys and 
sorrows like your own but who happens to 
come from a different country." 

* * * 
"The time to worry about a 17-year-old is 

when she is seven." 

-From the 1970 Annual Report of the Girl 
Scouts of the Milwaukee Area Inc. (U.S.A.) 
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WORLD SERVICE THEME 
1971 - Conservation Year 

In varying ways, according to the needs of 
their countries, every member of the 
W.A.G.G.G.S. is participating in a "World 
Service Theme" during the triennium be
tween World Conferences. Australia has 
chosen "Conservation" as our contribution to 
the theme. 

Every Brownie, Guide and Ranger Unit in 
Australia has received a green leaflet setting 
out the project, which will involve every one 
of our members, and make each one eligible 
to wear the badge especially designed for 
this year. Has your Unit made a start? 

The project has three parts: the first is 
active participation in a particular conserva
tion undertaking; the second is working for 
an Interest Certificate which will help the 
Ranger to widen and deepen her knowledge 
of the natural world and therefore her under
standing of the need for conservation; and 
the third is the sort of thing which all of us 
are doing all the time in our daily lives and 
particularly in our outdoor activities. 

In Part A there is a choice between conduct
ing a survey and carrying out active conser
cation work, possibly in conjunction with an 
organisation such as the Forests Commis
sion. Helping to eradicate boneseed is one 
suggestion, about which you have already 
been sent information. If boneseed is not a 
problem in your area, look around and see 
if there is some other need for eradication 
of a pest, or cleaning up of litter which is 
despoiling natural country, or replanting 
Australian trees and shrubs which will help 
to attract native birds back to your area. 
Of course, the responsible authority must be 
consulted before any such work is under
taken. 

Perhaps you do not realise that the survey, 
to which this active work is an alternative, 
can be just as important a contribution to 
conservation. In your area - is a freeway 
planned, for which bushland must be bull
dozed away? Is factory effluent polluting a 
creek? Is it planned to drain a swamp, the 
home of water birds? Make a survey of all 
that is involved, and the far reaching effects 
(for instance, will draining the swamp mean 
that the birds will leave the district? What 
do they eat? Grubs which are a pest in 
crops? Does this mean that farmers will 
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start using more pesticides? What effect will 
the pesticides have on other life? .. . and 
so on.) Present your survey to your local 
Councilor other responsible organisation. 
Perhaps your concern will be instrumental in 
conserving the country for which you care. 
Of course, we must have freeways and fac
tories, but sometimes they can be routed 
differently, or the effluent differently dis
posed, if someone cares enough to think out 
how. Do you care? 

Part B gives Ranges a wide choice of in
terest - Bushcraft, Water Naturalist, Con
servation (for this there is a revised syllabus 
in the Handbook Supplement). None of 
these can be done in a burry; all call for ob
servations and discoveries over a long period, 
and a Ranger Unit's many camps and other 
outdoor opportunities, as well as the indi
vidual activities of its members, should give 
plenty of scope for carrying out the various 
clauses of whatever Certificates are chosen. 
If you haven't a "Naturalist" among your 
members, you will find willing help in such 
local groups at the Field Naturalists' Club 
and the Bird Ovservers' Club. It will help if 
the Guider has followed her clause of "join 
a Conservation-minded organisation". It will 
give her a ready-made contact, and probably 
Rangers would be welcome to take part in 
the meetings and excursions of such a club, 
as well as club members speaking to the 
Rangers or accompanying their outings. The 
Guider may wear this other badge in uni
form, and it makes a good talking point. 

Part C covers all the everyday things like 
litter and, in the country, firelighting, care of 
water, being careful with digging so that 
erosion is not caused, and so on. Sometimes 
there are things we could do if only we knew 
- such as helping combat water pollution by 
not using coloured toilet paper or tissues, 
and not using detergents unless the label says 
"biodegradable". 

All this is a continuing undertaking, not 
something to do and then forget about. That 
is why the Conservation Year badge may be 
worn by everyone who has started on all 
three parts of the project. Let's see every 
Ranger wearing one as soon as possible! 
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YOU AND YOURSELF WEEKEND 1971 

Many helpful hints were given to us in the 
first session on entertaining and table set
ling. Four pages of foolscap later, we 
stopped for lunch ,dreaming of the glorious 
dinner parties we could give in the near 
future! 

Skin ' care, make-up and personal grooming 
were some of the topics discussed in the 
following session. Then came the practical 
part! After applying a cleanser and toner 
and smelling like a fruit salad, we were 
ready for the make-up. I'm not sure which 
was the greater fun, watching or taking part. 
There were Rangers everywhere! Cotton
wool balls, powder, eye shadow, lipsticks 
and mirrors; other necessities for enhancing 
the female face were passed around as we 
dipped, dabbed, and started again, until we 
had a flawless (?!) make-up. 

Q.M. had prepared a magnificent repast of 
five courses for dinner, and Hobart Rangers 
and the hostess patrol laid the tables in a 
purple and white colour scheme. Instead 
of campfire, each of the patrols put on three 
charades, complete down to costumes. The 
leaders were far superior actresses, and 
were duly rewarded with a bottle of apple 
cider. 

On Sunday morning, following Rangers 
Own, we learnt the rights and wrongs of 
good manners and letter writing. The con
cluding session concerned deportment and 
corrective make-up. Both of these sessions 
gave all of us some help in how to correct 
our faults. 

Having learnt all the basic points for a 
well groomed person, and how to entertain, 
we left Belgrave ready to conquer the world 
with our new found beauty (?!) and know
ledge. Many thanks to all the leaders and 
crew of S.R.S. "Hobart" for a great weekend 
of friendship and learning. 

-Jeanette Stocks, 1st Forest Hill Rangers 

CROSSWORD ANSWER - See page 7 

Answers: 
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POULTRY. 
POULTRY. 
POULTRY. 
POULTRY. 

MACARTHUR QUEEN'S GUIDES 

Guides of the 1st Macarthur Company 
were thrilled when two of their mates were 
presented with their Queen's Guide badges 
by the District Commissioner. 

Loris McLachlan and Kerrie Koehler had 
been working slowly but surely towards 
their goal. 

Before the presentation Guides formed a 
half circle and sang a collection of guide 
songs. Behind the Guides was a large 
sketch of the Queen's Guide badge sur
rounded by the several badges which are 
earned before receiving the main badge. 

After the presentation supper, which had 
been prepared by the L.A., was served by the 
Guides to parents, friends, testers, Brownies, 
Scouts and Cubs. 

Kerrie's and Loris's name have now been 
added to the Honour Board which was pur
chased by the Local Association and put in 
place in the Guide meeting hall last June. 

Visitors witnessed another aspect of guid
ing with the enrolment of Wendy Davenport 
and Helen Ward. 

Along with Guides from other companies, 
Kerrie and Loris were presented with their 
Queen's Guide Certificates at Government 
House. The country parents and Guides 
greatly appreciated the hospitality of the 
Melbourne Guides at Guide Headquarters 
after the ceremony. 

-Po H. Ward 

2nd Mulgrave Brownie Guides entertained 
some friends from a nursing home recently. 
Tne Brownies prepared . afternoon tea and 
set the tables while some of the parents 
transported our visitors to the Guide hall, 
where we were anxiously waiting to receive 
them. 

The visitors were delighted to watch the 
Brownies perform some of their activities, 
and some of the mothers stayed for after
noon tea to "bridge the generation gap". Our 
eldest guest as 95 and Our youngest Brownie 
7 VI. The Brownies returned to the nursing 
home with their guests and were shown over 
the buildings. 

-From Janis Lay 
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AUSTRALIAN INTERNATIONAL 

TRAINING FOR TRAINERS 
SYDNEY 

Three Victorian Trainers stepping off the 
Southern Aurora in Sydney on that eventful 
day, 20th May, were delighted to receive the 
warm friendly welcome from two N.S.W. 
Commissioners who came forward insisting 
on helping with the luggage and transport. 
After all we had only come "across the 
border", hardly a journey compared with 
those of other delegates. Deaconess House, 
which was to be home for 10 days, is a Col
lege overlooking Sydney University. Further 
welcomes and directions to our rooms and 
so we had -arrived. 

Prior to the gathering each Australian had 
been linked with an Overseas truiner and 
letters were exchanged. Naturally the first 
thing was to consult the room lists, and rush 
off to see if your other half had arrived. 
Sounds of excited greetings were heard from 
many rooms. New people arrived, unp-ack
ing was forgotten as small knots of people 
gathered in passages making, perhaps a little 
self-consciously, an effort to get to know 
each other. The thought came many times 
that day, would we ever be able to remem
ber these names, which in many cases 
sounded strnnge to our ears, and at first 
appeared difficult to pronounce. 

The opening ceremony that first evening 
was colourful and exciting. A representative 
of each of the 18 countries participating 
walked behind her flag as it was carried into 
the room. There was a blaze of colour from 
flags and uniforms as they assembled on the 
st-age. The Hon. L. H. E. Bury, M.P., Min
ister for Foreign Affairs, officially opened 
this, Australia's first International Training 
for Trainers. 

The only really wet day of the 10 was the 
Saturday planned to be spent at Glengarry, 
the N.S.W. camping property at St. Ives. This 
was to be a day with the girls -and what a 
day it proved to be! A delightful morning 
tea with a pack of Brownie Guides in their 
Brownie Cottage. Due to inclement weather 
a fascinating bushcraft activity took place 
indoors. A very welcome hot lunch with the 
various Guide Companies who were in camp. 
An afternoon viewing camps -and trying our 
skills on rope constructions - cries of excite-
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ment, achievement and encouragement in 
voices of many accents rang through the 
area. After a much needed wash we changed 
into full uniform and were the guests of the 
Rangers at a sumptuous international din
ner. The main room -at Glengarry had been 
transformed into a banquet hall and many 
of the girls were dressed in national cos
tumes. 

Members of four of the world's religions 
contributed their message for us to share at 
an inspiring Guiders' Own. 

Wednesday was another day out - shop
ping in the city followed by a civic reception 
at the Town Hall -at midday - of special 
interest to Victoria "our" Phyllis Brown 
from Trinidad charmingly thanked the Lord 
Mayor for his hospitality on our behalf. 
Following the reception, down to the wharf 
and off on a cruise around the harbour. A 
humorous sidelight - many people thought 
the Lord Mayor's party was lunch and so ate 
weII, only to discover members of -an L.A. on 
board the launch ready and eager to ply us 
with an appetising meal of hot soup, hearty 
sandwiches, cakes and fruit. Those who 
hadn't misunderstood did full justice of this 
very welcome repast and those who had, 
made a valiant effort! "Home" for -a tidy 
up and off to a cocktail party at the home of 
Miss Eleanor Manning, Australian Inter
n-ational Commissioner, followed by small 
groups being taken to dinner with various 
hostesses. 

Days spent in sessions, sharing, compar
ing, learning. Evenings dancing, singing and 
talking. There are so many memories. 

Tiny Miss Louisa CHAN Mei-Hua from the 
Republic of China who looked so young in 
her official blue costume changed into a 
petite, sophisticated young person in her 
slim fitting national frock -and head scarf. 
The three from Fiji, Mrs. Paulini B1akelock, 
Miss Saleseini Koroi, and Mrs. Loata Masi 
spreading fun and laughter. Miss Violet 
Caleb and Miss Jyothsna Banerjee from 
India. Vital Mrs. Reit Boenakim from In
donesia - it w-as hard to recognise the Lt. 
Colonel of the Indonesian Army dressed in 
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her national costume performing a tradi
tional dance. 

Miss Alejandrita Perez from the Philip
pines held us breathless, as dressed in her 
national frock she performed a dance with 
lighted candles. Many had bruised ankles 
practising the dance between long bamboo 
poles - in this case aluminium flag poles -
taught by Miss Rosario Ojeda, also from the 
Philippines. Graceful dances and lilting 
songs brought from many islands. Mrs. 
Joan Marr and Mrs. Suliana Seluka from 
Gilbert and Ellice, Miss Vika Tu'ifua from 
Tonga and Miss Filoria James and Mrs. 
Neijon Rema Edwards from Micronesia. 

Paper folding and the tea ceremony dis
played by the three Guides from Japan, Miss 
Takako Sugita, Miss Yasuko Fukushima and 
Mrs. Sumiko Nishizawa. Yasuko is a pro
fessional doll maker and presented Austra
lian Headquarters with a beautiful doll 
made by herself. Tiny effervescent Mrs. 
Amy Tan from Singapore who probably ex
pressed the feelings of everyone when on the 
stairs someone suggested she looked tired 
and should perhaps have an early night re
plied, "I didn't come all this way just to 
sleep!" 

We could go on remembering each one of 
those 29 visitors and 20 Australians who have 
brought so much to this gathering. Our 
"mother", Marj Wood, whose patience at 
many times must have been sorely tried 
coping with her recalcitrant charges. The 
planning committee led by Val Gardner, 
Australian Training Adviser, who worked so 
hard both before and during the training. 
Mrs. Price, Chief Commissioner for Aus
tralia, who lived in and contributed so much 
with her knowledge, understanding and 
example. 

As the day went by this group of women 
from 18 countries became very close - those 
names which were unfamiliar and hard to 
pronounce at first became people, and no 
longer appeared a barrier. Occasionally 
someone would mention how hard it would 
be to part, but we wonder if anyone realised 
just how hard. The day before the closing 
ceremony we received a sheet giving details 
of the procedure. These were read and then 
put aside as if to delay the event as long as 
possible. 

But it had to come, and as we all as
sembled in the lounge dressed in the full uni-
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form of our country, there was an unusual 
hush. In the centre of the floor lay a huge 
burlap map of Australia, the coastline sur
rounded with small boomerangs suitably in
scribed. 

Twisted streamers ran out to the name of 
each visiting country. In the centre a collec
tion of polished gem stones. The ceremony 
was short, simple and deeply meaningful to 
all present, the lumps in our throats and the 
tears we unsuccessfully tried to control were 
not only from sadness but sincere thanks to 
One who had guided us to deeper under
standing - and so it was we linked arms 
for the last time. 

I WOULD BE TRUE 

I would be true, for there are those who trust 
me; 

I would be pure, for there are those who 
care; 

I would be strong, for there is much to 
suffer; 

I would be brave, for there is much to dare. 

I would be friend of all-the foe, the friend-
less; 

I would be giving, and forget the gift; 
I would be humble, for I know my weakness; 
I would look up, and laugh, and love, and 

lift. 

God bless our meat, God guide our ways, 
God give us grace our Lord to please, 
Lord long preserve in peace and health 
Our gracious Queen Elizabeth. 
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MATILDA 
A REMINDER 
Region Badges 

It is known that many Regions have their 
own Region badges and/or camp badges. 

"Matilda" would be interested in hearing 
the stories behind these designs - who de
signed the badge; the story behind the sym
bols you have chosen for the badge; etc. If 
possible we will print the photographs of 
some of the badges if samples are sent in. 

Stories and samples should be sent to the 
Editor "Matilda", Unit 2, 90 Yarrbat Avenue, 
Balwyn, 3103. 

THANK YOU! 

THE VICTORIAN HISTORICAL 
SUB-COMMITTEE 

This committee holds regular monthly 
meetings and has continued to sort records, 
documents and photographs of Girl Guide 
historical interest in this State. 

There are a number of early books ot 
Guide and Brownie games which possiOly 
may be of some interest to presen~ day 
Guiders. These are in the glass cupboard 
in the Guider's lounge and if any Guider 
would like to peruse any of them she can do 
so by applying to the reception desk fer the 
key. 

The historical committee would however 
be grateful, if before taking any book away 
from the lounge, the Guider writes the name 
of the book and her own name in the exer
cise book provided. 

A further plea by the committe~ is for the 
donation of early copies of "Matilda" no 
longer required by their possessors. If these 
could be left at Guide Headquarters ad
dressed to the Historical Committee, we 
would be extremely grateful as it is hoped 
to have a complete set for reference. Any 
numbers between 1923-1940 would be es
pecially appreciated. 

-Nell Hall, Convenor 
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NOTICES 
Just to remind you about-

THE BROWNIE GUIDERS' 
CONFERENCE 

WHERE? 

SOUTH MELBOURNE TOWN HALL 

Bank Street 

17/7/71 from 10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m . 

DEAR MATILDA, 
I have been prompted to write to you, 

after seeing a photograph in the May issue, 
showing a Guide Colour Party leading the 
Ringwood Youth Day March. 

It is a prime example of OUR problem, 
and I wonder if other areas have a similar 
problem. 

We have been quite concerned over tne 
last 12 months or so to find emerging a "new 
breed" of Guides who have little or no 
knowledge of Ceremonial, the importance of 
the flag, and the dignity of office in carrying 
the Queen's Colours. Is this a weakness in 
the new programme, due probably to the 
fact that colours are only used if Guides re
quest them? If so, what can we do to cor
rect this state of affairs? 

We resolved to arrange a one-day training 
for Guides, and an evening training for 
Guiders and Commissioners, just on Cere
monial. 

We further resolved to appoint a Guider in 
charge of Colours, whenever Guides are re
quired to appear in public as Colour Bearers, 
to be sure that a certain standard is main
tained, and that our local Press will chen 
produce photos of our girls, who are a credit 
to their units, the Guide movement, -and their 
Queen. -L.M. 

(Editor's Note: This picture was published 
in the May "Matilda" as a matter of general 
interest. The letter above is the only com
ment received. Are we - unobservant? -
disinterested perhaps? - in ceremonial? in 
"Matilda"? Comments - ? 
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THIS IS THE 
LOCAL ASSOCIATION'S 
It has been brought to our notice that 

some Districts feel it takes a long time to 
get an article printed on the L.A. page, and 
that interest is lost with the waiting. Could 
we explain just what happens to your care
fully worded, urgent piece of artistry. 

Firstly, we have a monthly meeting, where 
we con~ider the material sent, and write 
articles to fill the balance. We must be care
ful to see that your contribution will interest 
the whole range of readers and sometimes it 
has to be pruned in order to fit this pattern. 

The committee tries to give you what they 
think you want and, failing a specific re
quest, have to throw all sorts of ideas into 
the melting pot. 

Having got our page ready we then send 
it to the editor of "Matilda" who fits it into 
the next month's edition. It finally comes 
to you six or seven weeks after our first 
meeting. 

A Co-operative District 
Seymour District L.A. have sent us a copy 

of tbeir excellent newsletter giving accounts 
of Guide, Brownie and L.A. activities. 

The combined efforts of the District raised 
$190.30 from a White Elephant Stall, and in 
February,a Bottle Drive brought in $350. 

This is a wonderful effort from a small 
District. What marvellous co-operation they 
must have in Seymour. 

Mountain District L.A. 
"Foliowing the suggestion on 'Matilda's' 

L.A. page, we members of the Mountain 
District L.A. adopted an outside interest at 
a recent meeting. We invited one of our 
members, who is also a member of the 
National Trust, to speak to us about its 
work. As well as maintaining and classify
ing treasured buildings, the Trust also pro
tects many of our beauty spots and places of 
scenic interest. This links up with the sug
gestion in "Matilda" about caring for our 
environment. 

At this meeting we organised a tour of two 
pioneer homes. People got to hear about 
our plan and asked to join the party. Our 
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Region Commissioner came along and 
brought a Guider from another Division with 
her. 

Nunawading City Council opened Schwer
kolt Cottage at Mitcham and provided a very 
interesting guide to show us round and tell 
us its history. The cottage was built by an 
early settler who made his living quarrying 
stone, chaff-cutting, wine-making, growing 
herbs and in other ways. The cottage is set 
in part of the original farmlands, with the 
forge and much of the old agricultural 
machinery on display, as well as the furni
ture and furnishings of the interior_ 

Afterwards our party went on to Como 
House, town residence of one of Australia's 
early families, and now headquarters of the 
National Trust. The manager's wife gave 
us a lot of information about the house and 
the family who had owned it. She showed 
us through the reception rooms, then we 
wandered through the rest of the house and 
out into the grounds for lunch in the garden. 

As a further outcome of our L.A.'s interest 
in old buildings, some of our members made 
enquiries to see if an old log cabin in the 
area could be restored. This cabin was 
closely linked with much of the district's 
early history. We were not successful in 
saving the cabin, as it had been built of a 
kind of timber which would not last. It was 
bad luck, but we are not sorry that we at 
least tried to do something to have the old 
place preserved. 

A day trip to the pioneer homestead, Emu 
Bottom, at Sunbury, is now being arranged, 
and we are inviting other L.A. members in 
our Division to come along. 

All this activity has given us a great deal 
of pleasure, and has stimulated outside in
terest in the L.A. People are beginning to 
see us as a community group who do inter
esting and useful things. 

DID YOU HEAR about the Local Associa
tion who sent an article to their District 
Press about the L.A.? When it appeared in 
print it was under the heading of "Little 
Athletics". Always use our name in full! 

19 



A CENSUS AT 30th JUNE, 1971 -
WHAT USE IS IT? 

A Note from Canada 

Every person residing in Canada who was 
born before midnight on Monday, 31st May, 
1971, was counted in the Census on Tuesday, 
1st June. This roll-call is in effect a stop
action snapshot of Canadians at a moment 
in time. 

The British North America Act of 1867, 
under which the provinces became a nation, 
provided for a census in 1871 and every tenth 
year thereafter. 

After a hundred years the need for infor
mation about ourselves is greater than ever. 
Society is becoming ever more complex. 
Governments at all levels - federal, pro
vincial, and municipal - need more, and 
more varied, information in greater detail 
upon which to base their planning. Business 
firms, school authorities, welfare associa
tions, churches, city planners, economists, 
and scores of others, require data to help 
them to make wise decisions . 

How else than by a count of people by 
marital status and age could any public body 
estimate the costs of social security meas
ures such as family allowances and old age 
pensions? How else than by a survey of 
housing conditions could a municipality 
appraise the need for construction of 
houses? How else than by a tabulation of 
the levels of living across the country could 
a government judge the need and effect of 
legislation dealing with economic and soCial 
matters? 

Some people will say: "But governments 
on all levels are constantly keeping tab on 
us, and the Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
issues reports on one or another feature of 
business and life every week. Why do they 
need this wholesale effort?" 

The fact that distinguishes a census from 
partial surveys is that it presents a picture 
of all our people and all our country at a 
specific point in time. This provides a firm 
base for computation, a sort of bench-mark, 
like those left on a line of survey by sur
veyors for reference at some future time. 

Estimates of population made between 
censuses are faulty in that, while they pro
vide a simple paper computation of the 
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number of people living in Canada, they give 
no information about whether those people 
are better off, worse off, or about the same 
as they were ten years previously. Execu
tives in business firms do not rely upon the 
addition of sums in their books, but take 
inventory of their stock on hand at regular 
intervals. 

Translated into national terms, this census 
stocktaking is a big operation. It requires 
about 50,000 workers, specially-made elec
tronic equipment to process millions of 
questionnaires, and computers to organise 
and compile and store the information. 
The cost will be more than $35 million. 

The modern census originated in Canada, 
and this country is still regarded as a world 
leader in many aspects of census-taking. 

It was in 1666 that Jean Talon, the Inten
dant of New France, took an official census 
of the colony to measure the increase in 
population that had taken place since the 
founding of Quebec by Champlain in 1608. 
Talon's enumeration, recording a total of 
3215 persons, included the name, age, sex, 
marital status and occupation of every per
son. 

When the 1871 census had been compiled, 
Dr. J. C. Tache, our first census commis
sioner, conceived the idea of bringing to
gether a tabulation of all preceding censuses 
in what is now Canada, covering a period of 
more than 200 years. Thus Canada became 
the only country in the world to have de
tailed statistical records of its growth from 
its earliest days. 

It is nothing new to require people to 
stand up and be counted. The census goes 
back 5000 years in Babylonia and China, and 
three or four thousand years in Egypt and 
among the Children of Israel. In olden 
times the purpose was to list the number of 
fighting men in a country, or to levy taxes: 
today's objective is to provide information 
upon which to plan constructively for every 
citizen's welfare. 

There is much talk these days about "in
vasion of privacy" by governments, but the 
census is not of that nature. It represents 
the confidential sharing of personal informa
tion for the public good. 

-From the Royal Bank of Canada 
Monthly Letter 
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STAMPS 
Since the last stamp news in these pages 

the Australian Post Office has issued some 
interesting stamps which will add colour to 
philatelists' albums. These stamps were: 
6c Centenary of Australian Natives' Associa
tion, issued on 21st April; 6c Centenary of 
Sydney Stock Exchange, 5th May; 50th Anni
versary of Rotary in Australia, 17th May; 6c 
50th Anniversary of Royal Australian Air 
Force, 9th June; 6c and 30c Australian Ant
arctic Territory, 23rd June; and a set of four 
s tamps, Animal Series, 6c R.S.P.C.A. Centen
ary (Horse, Cat and Dog) ; 12c Animal 
Science (Scientist and Lamb); 18c Fauna 
Conservation (Kangaroo); 24c Animals aid to 
Man (a Guide Dog), issued on 5th July, 1971. 

Our Pacific Island neighbours continue to 
issue colourful stamps. So far in 1971 the 
following have been available from the 
Philatelic Section of the Australian Post 
Office. Norfolk Island: 24th February. 1971 
- third group of the Bird Series, values 2c, 
sc, SOc; 16th June - final three of the Birds 
of Norfolk Island Series, values 20c, 30c, $1. 
Papua-New Guinea: 27th January, 1971 -
National Heritage, showing native huts, 
values sc, 7c, lOc, 40c; 31st March. Flora and 
Fauna Conservation, values 6c, lOc, lsc, 2sc, 
30c ; 9th June - 4th South Pacific Games. 
values 7c, 14c, 21c, 28c. 

Western Samoa : 29th November, 1971, 
Visit of Pope Paul VI, values 8 sene, 20 sene; 
5th February - Timber Industry, values 3, 
8, 20 and 22 sene; 12th March - 70 sene 
INTERPEX, New York, March, 1971. 

* * * * 
Proceeds from stamp sales enabled the 

purchase, from the Royal Victorian Institute 
for the Blind, of a front door mat for the 
new Chalet at Britannia Park. It is hoped 
that something else can be given later on. 

* * * * 
Please send your good, washed clean, 

sorted stamps to me at 12 Cowderoy Street, 
St. Kilda, 3182. -Lorna E. Cuzens 

July, 1971 

FOUR CORNERS - RANGER STYLE! 

The theme song for those Easter activities 
might well be set to the tune of "Old Mac
Donald's Farm" -

"Here a Ranger, 
There a Ranger, 
Everywhere the Ranger Section!" 

As a recipe, for a holiday with a difference, 
the Four Corners Fixture, would win first 
prize! Take 300 Rangers, scatter them to 
the four corners of Victoria, add at least 20 
different, exciting activities for variety, a 
touch of spice with a few Rovers, then bake 
slowly in four days of glorious sunshine! 

Yes, the Ranger Section's Travel Bureau, 
managed to once more please and satisfy 
their 300 customers. 

For those interested in the Sea, who 
wanted to try their hand at sailing, swim
ming, water-skiing and fishing, Cohuna can 
be thoroughly recommended. 

To prevent the occurrence of webbed-feet, 
other activities such as the Ambulance Car
nival, a tour of a Dairy Factory, a trip on the 
Murray River, day trips at Boort and Swan 
Hill, plus rides on the local fire engine were 
included. 

The Grampians is the place for those who 
really want a rest. Rest? Well, in between 
hiking miles through glorious countryside, 
toiling up and down mountains and being 
fascinated by the history of the past con
tained in the Aboriginal Caves in the area. 

Still, the Rangers made it back in one 
piece, all sporting a lovely tan which unfor
tunately was lost in the first of many Radox 
baths! 

For those who really want to get away 
with the birds, you needed to join the Air 
Corner at Berwick. Not only did we learn 
all the fascinating theory and history of 
flight from the experts, but they were fool
hardy enough to allow us to go up in a 
plane, not once but twice. 

Rangers who attended this corner can be 
easily recognised - each is still floating two 
feet from the ground! 

Now to the last corner at Wantirna South. 
Does the sound of "Leadership" have a dull 
ring to your ears? Then to change the tune 
you needed to join Dinga, Ding and Dong. 
(Yes, these were the names of our trainers!) 

(Continued on page 23) 

21 



CONGRATULATIONS to the recipients of 
the following:-

LONG SERVICE: 
Unifonned Personnel: 

Silver Ribbon (25) years) - Mrs. B. C . Shorter, 
IIeidelberg. 

White Ribbon (15 years) - Mrs. H. Grandin, 
Moorabbin; Mrs . M. A. Robertson, Traralgon. 

APPOINTMENTS AND WARRANTS 
A wann welcome is extended to the fol

lowing:-

REGION COMMISSIONERS: 
Mrs. R. B. Cox, South Eastern; Mrs. 1. McRae, 

Outer Eastern. 
DIVISION COMMISSIONER: 

Mrs. T. M. MacPhee, Broadmeadows North. 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS: 

Mrs. W. N. Crago, Tallangatta; Mrs. N. G. 
Richards, Rutherglen; Mrs. E. R. Paynter, Eagle
hawk; Mrs. E. W. T. Albers, Alexandra/Eildon; 
Mrs. A. E. Bazeley, Nagambie; Mrs. T. D. Gilchrist, 
Derrinallum; Mrs. K. T. Tamieson, Dareton. 
GUIDE GUIDERS: 

Mrs. R. Zegers, 1st Lalor; Mrs. R. Holmes, 1st 
Montrose; Miss H . Gray, 2nd Oakleigh; Mrs. W. 
M. Cull, 1st Lakes Entrance; Miss G. Williams, 
1st Pascoe Vale; Miss 1. M. McClung, 7th BalJa
rat; Mrs. A. D. Clark, 1st Puckapunyal; Mrs. D. 
Gibson, 4th Nunawading; Mrs. G. A. Taylor, 2nd 
Monash; Miss G. Baker, 1st Daylesford; Miss S. J. 
Burnham, 2nd Maidstone. 
ASSISTANT GUIDE GUIDERS: 

Miss G. Alford, 3rd Oakleigh; Mrs. T. N. Taylor, 
2nd Kerrimuir; Miss K. Button, 1st Coburg South; 
Miss T. A. I-Iogben, 4th Nunawading; Miss L. 
Anderson, 2nd Monash. 
BROWNIE GUIDERS: 

Mrs. W. R. Wa~er, 1st West Heidelberg; Mrs. 
C. Robins, 2nd Oakleigh; Miss E. Tweddle, 1st 
Great Western; Mrs. T. D . Sullivan, 2nd Bun
doora; Mrs. C. Almond, 1st Beaufort; Mrs. 1. 1. 
Ferry, 1st Meredith; Miss S. E. Smith, 7th Mal· 
vern; Mrs. A. G . Kennedy, 5th Williamstown; 
Miss M. A. Tomlinson, 7th Brunswick; Mrs. V. T. 
Lund, 2nd Edithvale; Mrs. R. Bergsma, 1st Chel
sea; Mrs. G. Platt, 1st Balian; Mrs. A. S. White, 
1st Birregurra; Miss 1. McDermott, 1st Moe. 
ASSISTANT BROWNIE GUIDERS: 

Mrs. 1. H. Griffiths, 1st West Heidelberg; Mrs. 
T. Parker, 1st South Yarra; Mrs. F. Thompson, 3td 
Epping/Lalor; Mrs. P. Hanley, 4th Epping/Lalor; 
Mrs. R. G. Revell, 2nd Seaford; Mrs. J. L . Robin
son, 3rd Seaford; Mrs. P. Konyenburg, 1st Kerri
muir; frs. B. M . Wills, 2nd Horsham. 
REGISTRATIONS: 

2nd Lilydale Pack; 2nd Monbulk Pack; 1st 
vVatchem Pack; 3rd Deer Park Pack; 2nd Simpson 
Pack; 2nd Balian Pack; 1st Mansfield Pack; 1st 
Murchison Company; 3rd Mentone Pack (St. Pat, 
rick's Church); 2nd Lilydale Company; 2nd Dia· 
mond Creek Company; 1st Alexandra Company; 
Overport Ranger Unit; Rushworth Ranger Umt; 
Watchem Local Association. 
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RETIREMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

We acknowledge with gratitude the ser
vices given by the follOwing whose Warrants 
have been returned:-

REGION COMMISSIONERS: 
Mrs . F. T. C. Paton, Outer Eastern, Mrs. E. vV . 

Anderson, South Eastern. 

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS: 
Mrs. E. Goldsbrough , Mitcham; Irs. R . M. 

Wagstaff, Dareton. 

RANGER GUIDERS: 
Mrs. I. McKerihan, S.R.S. "Perth"; Miss r. Z. 

Owen, S.R.S. " Invincible". 

ASSISTANT RANGER GUIDER: 
Miss E. Steer, S.R.S. "Swan" II. 

GUIDE GUIDERS: 
Miss D. Adkins, 1st Caulfield; Mrs. ,,yo I-I. 

Dunn, 2nd Alphington; Mrs . H. Armistead, 1st 
Corangamite South; Mrs. T. Riches, 1st Toora; Miss 
1. Cullen, 3rd Moorabbin; Mrs. I. S. Crowe, 1st 
Waaia; Mrs. H. Thorniley, 1st Rosebud; Mrs. M. 
1. Perkin, 2nd Oakleigh; Mrs. G. 1. Vincent, 1st 
Pyramid Hill; Miss B. Burch, 1st Heidelberg; Mrs. 
D . Esam, 1st Ararat. 

ASSISTANT GUIDE GUIDERS: 
Miss R. Bath, 1st Daylesford; Mrs. V. Parker, 

2nd Alphington; Miss K. T . Manno, 5th Preston; 
Miss P. f. Pigdon, 1st Portarlington; Miss P. Mere· 
dith, 2nd Aberfeldie; Mrs. B. F. Erbs, 1st Heyfield; 
Miss G. Williams, 1st Pascoe Vale. 

BROWNIE GUIDERS: 
Mrs. K. Chappell, 1st Birregurra; Mrs. R. P. 

Smith, 1st Balmoral; Mrs. H. 1. Ebbs, 2nd Croy· 
don; Miss S. T. Ashendon, 1st Dumbalk; Mrs. 1. 
R. Bain, 2nd ,,yangaratta; Mrs. P. Hosna, 2nd 
Oakleigh; Mrs. A. Scott, 1st Pyramid Hill; Mrs. T. 
Brown, 1st Ivanhoe; Mrs. E. M. Fawcett, 1st St. 
Leonards; Mrs. T. Lambeth, 1st Canterbury; Mrs. 
E. Flavell , 1st Ararat. 

ASSISTANT BROWNIE GUIDERS: 
Mrs. E. Stannard, 1st Birregurra; Miss D . Stur

gess, 4th Malvern; Mrs. F. T. Moyle, 2nd Syndal; 
Mrs. R. Macdonald, 1st Waaia; Mrs . A. G. Ken
nedy, 5th ' Vill iamstown; Mrs. A. S. White, 1st 
Birregurra . 
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This article was written for Canadian conditions 
but perhaps there is some truth in it for us? ... 

Deputy Chief Commissioner, 
Mrs. W. A. H. Filer, asks 

"IS YOUR SIGNATURE 
REALLY NECESSARY?" 

Several letters have been received lately 
questioning the whole purpose of forms 
from the badge slip to the census form. 
These letters have been noted and returned 
to the appropriate Provincial Councils for 
answering. However, since the . topic is of 
general interest we will try to make a few 
points. 

1. The National Council requires of all 
Guiders certain information relating to 
members, ages and interests of the 
girl s. These statistics, which can be 
providec. only by the Guider, are used 
as a yardstick to assess the focal points 
of interest in a continual assessment of 
the youth programme. 

2. We also need to know who went camp
ing and how often or we cannot keep 
abreast of changing trends in this area. 

3. We need to know something about the 
varied qualifications of our leaders so 
that sensible and adequate training pro
grammes can be formulated. 

4. When we request grants from the Fed
eral Government to assist girls and 
adults to travel and take advantage of 
Canada-wide programmes we must 
supply current accurate statistics. 

It is important for any National organisa
tion to have those basic pieces of informa
tion, and therefore, no matter how disliked 
it may be, the census form should be given 
prime consideration and attention. The same 
information can be valuable at a Provincial 
(State) and local level. Certain forms, 
which give permission for activities such as 
camping, trips, etc., are necessary for the 
legal and insurance protection which the 
National Council provides for members of 
the Association. 

Apart from these essential items, the num
ber and variety of forms which are produced 
at all levels requires constant scrutiny to 
make certain th~y. are relevant to the cur
rent situation. If you are inundated with 
forms , we suggest that you begin a s tudy 
locally to discover what is really needed. 

July, 1971 

You might keep in mind these points : 
1. Certain statistics are required for the 

National organisation to benefit the 
girls, and should receive foremost con
sideration. 

2. Certain types of permission forms are 
required for the protection of girls and 
leaders. 

For all other forms consider: 
(a) who receives the information on the 

form 
(b) why is it needed 
(c) has any or all of the information been 

supplied recently in any other way? 

We can assure you that we do our best at the 
appropriate office to assess each form annu
ally to make certain it is up-to-date and neces
sary. Do you do the same? 

The national Council requires one of each 
set of forms from the Provincial level. Are 
all the other copies really needed? What 
happens to them? Where are they filed? 

Sometimes we feel we are being buried 
under paper - and perhaps we are! It is 
not always the fault of "They" at Headquar
ters. We all tend to succumb to the "squir
rel" urge and store copies of everything. 
Possibly in an effort to protect ourselves 
from a sudden loss of memory, or some 
other catastrophe we commit every item to 
paper and file it. We need some of it but we 
must use our common sense and weed out 
what is unnecessary. 

Perhaps a good spring cleaning is in order 
- I'll start if you will too! 

FOUR CORNERS - Continued from page 21 
Role play, slides, films, discussion groups 
and hundreds of activities were packed into 
the programme. So beware, all you Brow
nie, Guide and Ranger Units, these Ra ngers 
are most anxious to try out their ideas, on 
some unsuspecting members of our Move
ment! 
Note from Assistant Adviser 

Having safely gathered our Rangers back 
from the Four Corners of Victoria they all 
agree that: 

"These memories that live in our heart 
will always say-

That life is good for a Ranger!" 
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~ YOUR GUIDE SHOP 
New Guider Leaflets now available 

Campfire Leadership 
Today's Thinking on Faith .... 

New Gould League Birds of Victoria 
The Ranges ..... . 
Coloured stickers of Australian 

Birds - Sheet 1 
Sheet 2 ..... . 

New Leisurecraft Series 
A Guide to Clay Modelling . 
Carving Wooden Animals ..... . 
Things to Make from Odds and 

Ends ..... . 
String and Raffia Figures 
Painting with Lacquer 
Working with Metal Foils 
Painting Bottles and Glasses 
Decorations from Dried Flowers and 

Grasses 

New Instant Series 
Working with Wood 
Pottery for Beginners 
Enamelling 
Small Boat Sailing ..... . 

:lhe Birthday (firt
"MATILDA"" 

JULY, 1923 - JULY, 1971 

12c 
lOe 

$1.50 

10c 
10c 

$1.25 
$1.25 

$1.25 
$1.25 
$1.25 
$1.25 
$1.25 

$1.25 

25c 
25c 
25c 
25c 

Copies of the weekly English magazines 
"The Brownie" and "Today's Guide". delayed 
through the British mail s trike, a re now 
available. 

New 

Girl Guide and Girl Scout Uniforms 
of the World - Charts 1-6, per set 90c 

Girl Guide and Girl Scout Badges of 
"the World - Charts 1-4, per set SOc 

Rubber Stamps with Girl Guide Tre
foil available for Local Associa
tions, Commissioners and Guiders 
each ...... .... .. $1.75 

Also : Printers Blocks with Girl Guide Tre
foil available on application. 

CONSERVATION BADGES 

A first delivery of cloth Conservation 
badges has been received, but to date the 
metal badges have still not a rrived. As 
these badges were ordered on an Australian 
basis there is little we can do to speed up 
deliveries. 

The prices of thes'e badges is as follows: 
Cloth Conservation badge - llc each. 
Metal Conservation badge - SOc each. 

A reminder as to where these badges are 
to be worn! 

Cloth 

Brownie Guides - To be worn on the left 
sleeve, below the Venture badge. 

Guides - To be worn on the right breasl 
under the World Badge and in line with the 
Patrol Emblem. 

Metal 

Ranger Guides and Guiders - To be worn 
on left hand side of uniform. 

It should be noted that there should not 
be more than two metal badges on left 
breast of uniforms. 

Conservation badges may be worn until 
the end of June, 1972, when the World Ser
vice Theme concludes. 
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