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ONE WORLD WITHOUT RACIAL DIS
CRIMINATION is a rea lity at the United 
Nations International School in New York, where 
970 students representing 85 countries are en
rolled this year and where the 100 teachers come 

from 30 different cultural backgrounds. 

(Block from "UNICEF'S Children .") 
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Hampton Court Palace. 
East Molesey. 

Surrey 

My dear - dear - DEAR KIND 
Guides of Australia! 

I have just received word from 
your Headquarters Office, that you 
have been thinking of me, you have 
been remembering me from the 
lovely visits that I have paid you 
years ago, you have been planning 
to give me a 10'vely surprise gift -
and now it has come - a marvel
lous great "CHRISTMAS CARD" of 
money, for me to use, to value, to 
guard and care for - all coming in 
this lovely way, instead of your 
spending that money on many many 
cards and envelopes and stamps, for 
bidding me a HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
and a good NEW YEAR! 

You have "MADE" MY CHRIST
MAS FOR ME. It is true tha t I 
have now received messages from 
many other Guide friends far afield 
from individual Guides, Brownies 
and Leaders in isolated places scat
tered over the whole wide world. 

But YOU friends , in your great 
big continent, have done this nice 
"combined operation" so thought
fully, and this special sort of gift 
will be an enormous help to me in 
many ways here in my home, all 
through the coming year. 

I do thank you all most truly, 
with a very full heart, for your 
sweet thought for me and my well
being, and may YOU HAVE full re
flection in your life and doings in 
1972, from this bright golden jewel 
of a gift that has come to me, as so 
joyous and uplifting a surprise from 
you all again. Untold thanks to you 
all 

A VISITOR FROM MALTA 

Extracts from "Times of Malta"-

"AUSTRALIA SAYS THANKS TO MISS 
BONELLO." 

"Still 'vividly excited by the overwhelming 
welcome she received from the A.F.A., 
R.A.A.F., Government officials and "the 'ordi
nary' Australian (and this includes thous
ands of Maltese), Miss Bonello describes her 
trip as an unforgettable dream ... " Susan 
Dunlop writing in 'Woman's Day', said: 'Mar
got Bonello is a stimulating experience. She 
has a happy knack of sweeping others along 
with her own enthusiasm.' 

A simple thought of kindness in 1945 by 
the then Guide Commissioner in Malta, Mrs. 
Marie Denaro, asking Margot if she would 
look after the graves of Anzacs kill"ed in 
Malta, led to this visit to Australia where 
Miss Bonello was able to meet relatives of 
airmen who are buried in Malta. 

The visit to Australia was made possible 
through a gesture by an unnamed English 
businessman who financed the flight to and 
from Malta. 

From the minute she landed in Sydney, 
Miss Bonello was literally swept off her feet 
by the warmth of her reception. 'The Aus
trali'ans proved magnificent and generous or
ganisers', she said. 'They prepared such a 
full programme for me I did not have a dull 
minute ... ' 

Miss Bonello had an audience at Govern
merit House in Canberra with Lady Hasluck 
(President of the Girl Guides Association of 
Australia), wife of the Governor-General. 
She met many guides at specially organised 
occasions and led sing-songs at Glengarry in 
Sydney and in Perth ... some of her action 
songs were new to the Australian girls . 

Miss Bonello spent some time with Mrs. 
C. Borg Dingli, her former Guide Commis
sioner in Malta - now settled in Melbourne. 

DAME LESLIE WHATELEY 

Those who met Dame Leslie on her visits 
to Australia or elsewhere will be sorry to 
know that she is not well and has been in 
hospital. This means that she has been un
able to write to all her Australian friends. 

Dame Leslie was for many years Director 
of the World Bureau and I am sure we all 
send her our very best wishes for a quick 
return to health. 
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THINKING ~ DAY 
On the Birthday of Lord Baden-Powell and 

the World Chief Guide - 22nd February -
the Girl Guide Movement make donations 
to this fund to help the work of the World 
Association - making it possible for more 
girls in all parts of the world to become 
members of our world-wide Movement. 

Incidentally, it was at the World Confer
ence in 1932 that a Belgium Girl Guide 
Leader made the suggestion that all mem
bers might donate on Thinking Day - and 
then Lady Baden Powell wrote in :Council 
Fire"-

"Does not thinking, with us, usually lead 
to action? And would it not be nice if we 
could perhaps give some thing, as well as 
our thoughts, to help develop the world 
friendship which is growing every year and 
which we hope to see growing larger and 
larger all the time? If you feel you can 
spare a personal offering for your sister 
Guides and Girl Scouts of other lands, then 
give your pennies or your cents or your cen
times straight away to your Leader and ask 
her to send them to the World Bureau ... " 

The needs are great and the task is urgent. 

* Thinking Day Fund ... 
furthers the aims of the World Association 
to put Guiding/Girl Scouting within the 
reach of every girl who wants it wherever 
she may live, and to promote friendships 
between girls of all nationalities, race and 
creed. 

Financing the trainers to give practical 
help, advice and encouragement to new As
sociations as well as those more firmly 
established. 
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To consider and assess needs for Training. 
To finance Gatherings so that friendships 

can be formed and ideas exchanged. 
For Leaders to train and study in other 

countries other than their own. 
For translation of Handbooks into a 

variety of languages. 
To help Guides suffering from natural and 

man-made disasters. 
Ca-operation with other voluntary organ

isations. 

* * * * 
An Organisation is like a chain - only as 

strong as its weakest link. Guiding/Girl 
Scouting's weakest link i.s financial support 
- a Movement cannot expand without lead
ers - where will they come from without 
training? How can the trainings take place 
without money? 

Your support for the THINKING DAY 
FUND strengthens the world Movement of 
which every Guide/Girl Scout is a member. 
For example, it enabled the World Associa
tion to pay for the travel grants of leaders 
chosen to attend four Young Adult Seminars 
this Spring and to give their thinking on 
issues to which they considered the World 
Conference should give priority. This is real 
participation - but it costs money. 

* "Over and beyond all frontiers" - the 
theme of a gathering held in Yaounde, 
Cameroun, in July this year, for Guide/Girl 
Scout leaders from East and West Cam
eroun, the Central African Republic, Chad, 
Congo, Dahomey, Gabon, Ghana, Ivory Coast 
and Nigeria, for study on ways to adapt 
Guiding/Girl Scouting to today's youth. More 
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such gatherings are needed - they are paid 
for from the THINKING DAY FUND a fund 
which gives every Brownie, Guide/Gi~l Scout 
and Leader a chance to contribute gener
ously for the strengthening and development 
of our Movement. 

* * * * 
What is the T.D.F.? We hope by now these 

initials are familiar to you as the symbol of 
the THINKING DAY FUND - the money 
contributed voluntarily by members of the 
Guide/Girl Scout Movement, from every 
country and every section, to ensure that 
Guiding/Girl Scouting can grow and flourish. 

How? By giving leaders of National Or
ganisations an opportunity to attend train
ings, such as the Training for Trainers, held 
in Australia in May this year. The money to 
pay for such an event will only come 
through your effort. 

* * * * 
Thinking Day Fund: 

What are your ideas of raising money
Some "drives" that have been used suc-

cessfully are:-
Paper Collections Sweets 
Lamington 
Jam 
Toffee 
Snowball 

Recipe 

Window Cleaning 
Bottle 

Car Cleaning 
Aluminium 
Meringue 
Marmalade 
Toffee Apple 

Scone 
Honey 

Then there are
Street Stalls 
Barbecues 
Chop Picnics 
Theatre Nights 
Overseas Talks 
Slide Nights 
Travel Talks 

Luncheons lS 
Dinners 

* 

Trash and Treasure 
Weeding and Watering 

Formal 
Informal 
Progressive 
In terna tional 

* * * 
Please remember those initials - T.D.F. 

- and give generously to the THINKING 
DAY FUND. 

If you were someone else, how would you 
like to be a friend of the person you are 
now? 
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WHAT SHALL WE DO FOR 
THINKING DAY? 

About this time of year we are all think
ing hard about our special day of the year 
(unless our District or Division has already 
planned a big function and started organis
ing it before Christmas). Ideas are what we 
want, so I wondered if it might help if I 
shared two of my happiest with you. 

The last first - Thinking Day Get-Together 
for Commissioners of our Region. In early 
November we told our guiders that we were 
planning to be together next year. so please 
would they leave us out of their Unit plans. 
We invited our Region camp advisers, and 
training adviser, and because we were lucky 
were able to include members of the State 
team who lived in our area. Some of us had 
been overseas during the year and could 
share wonderful experiences; the rest of us 
enjoyed every second listening! Then we 
just got together and had fun, talking of 
wha't had brought us into Guiding. 

Now - the first! This was when I 
was a Brownie Guide Leader. We bought 
a World Colouring Book from the Guide 
shop and each brownie chose a brownie 
from another country, coloured her in from 
the colour chart on each page, pasted her on 
cardboard, then added cardboard supports 
to make her stand up. 

Next we found, on the biggest map of the 
world that we could buy, the country where 
our brownie lived, picked out her flag from 
a sheet of Flags of All Nations and made a 
tiny flagpole - with millinery pins and 
durex 'tape! Then the fun began. We had a 
small framed picture of the Founder and 
Lady Baden-Powell, and had made a small 
World Flag (on a knitting needle standing 
in plasticine). We settled the Chief and 
Lady B.P. under the flag on a tiny island in 
the middle of the Pacific Ocean with our 18 
blue ribbons attached to the flagpole. Then 
we each placed our brownie in her country, 
planted her flag firmly by her side attaching 
one streamer of blue ribbon with it. So we 
were all joined together - brownies all over 
the world thinking of each other and saying 
"Happy Birthday" to the Chief! That we 
had gathered and made a display of travel 
posters from places all over the world where 
Guides and Brownies lived added to the 
colour of the day. 

Happy Thinking Day! 
-Marjorie Anderson 

MATILDA 



VICTORIAN POST BOX 
Thinking Day 

How many brownie guides, guides, rangers 
and guiders give much advance thought to 
Thinking Day? 

I know that some of you are chosen to 
wear uniforms of different countries and 
'that means some preparation beforehand. 

But I have a suggestion to make. Would 
you like to have a sister member of the 
Guide Movement in another country as a 
pen-friend? 

If you would there are a few rules to 
qualify your choice of a country. First of 
all language is the biggest barrier; next, dis
interest ; and next, not being able to afford 
s tationery and postage. So please make al
ternative choices of countries and be under
standing when you cannot be given a pen
friend in the country you prefer. 

Brownie guides can only write within unit 
links which must be made with English
speaking countries. England, Scotland, 
Canada, United States of America, New 
Zealand and South Africa are good countries 
for units to choose. 

Guides of under eleven years of age may 
only have pen-friends in England and Scot
land 

Under the age of twelve Guides can write 
to England, Scotland, New Zealand and 
South Africa. Usually Canada would be in
cluded but the Canadian Post Box is closed 
until Mayor June. 

United States of America will accept re
quests from guides of twelve years and up
wards, and this age group will include the 
above-mentioned countries. Holland, Bel
gium and Scandinavian countries may be 
added to your list. 

Guides wanting to write to a Common
wealth country may be certain of being 
linked with England or Scotland fairly 
quickly. New Zealand and Hong Kong are 
alternatives and later in the year Canada 
will accept requests again. 

Rangers and guides of over fifteen are' 
more easily linked with foreign countries as 
the older overseas members are more pro
ficient with their English. 

France is a popular choice but unfortu
nately links are still unable to be made with 
France. 

If you are interested in having a pen
friend please write to me giving your par-
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ticulars - which must include your name, 
your address, the name of your unit, your 
date of birth and at least two choices of a 
country in which you are interested. Please 
include a stamped self-addressed envelope 
with your letter. 

Happy Thinking Day! 
-(Mrs.) C. M. Williamson, 

Victorian Post Box Secretary, 
6 Haines Street, Cheltenham, 3192 

FLIP ROUND THE WORLD 
With International Adviser Lesley Dwyer. 
I have just returned from a quick trip 

around the world, where, apart from taking 
in all the wonderful things there are to see 
and hear, I also made happy contacts with 
Guide personnel. The highlight was a morn
ing spent with our Lady Baden-Powell, who 
is indeed one of the greatest wonders of the 
world. 

She sent greetings to everyone here, and 
with her fantastic memory, merrtioned many 
of you in detail. She was in good spirits and 
seemed to have recovered from her recent ill 
health. 

At'ter leaving Australia, my first stop was 
Singapore, where I was met by four charm
ing members of the Movement, who showed 
me the night-life of Singapore. Mrs. Amy 
Tan showed me e*ry nook and cranny of 
the area. Mrs. Tan had just arrived back 
from her training in Australia, and the night 
I arrived was doing a telecast on her Austra
lian impressions. She was most enthusiastic 
about the hospitality she received in Aus-
tralia. ' 

Then on to Penang, where I saw Miss Fay 
Grove from Ballarat. She is teaching and is 
to be married there early next year to one 
of our Air Foroe personnel. 
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Then to Bangkok where we stayed at the 
Guide hostel where I was so thrilled to meet 
our beloved Isa. She and some English 
speaking Thai girls took us on a comprehen
sive tour of places and finished with a shop
ping spree on Saturday afternoon. 

Next to India; to New Delhi, then to 
Sangam where I stayed for two nights, and 
will hope to give details of this and my visit 
to Agra in another issue of "Matilda". I'll 
just say here that it was an absolutely fan
tastic four days, spent entirely with the 
guides. 

Then to Switzerland to the Chalet occu
pied during this time (school holidays) by 
English and European Guides and seven 
Australians, some of whom are on the staff. 
Unfortunately no Victorians. 

Now to the Guide Club in London, which 
was my H.O. while I was in the U.K. What 
a fantastic place to stay ; glorious Belgrave 
Square just opposite, a key to the Gar~ens; 
Hyde Park just across the road, Bucking
ham Palace practically next door, and easy 
access to any part of wonderful London. 

I went over to Olave House at Earl's Court 
and was met by Wendy Smib~rt from Mal
vern who is now in Edinburgh at the Trefoil 
School. Wendy showed me all over OIave 
House, where so many of our girls stay when 
they go 'to London. 

Spent a very pleasant morning at H.O. i,n 
Buckingham Palace Road, but time did not 
permit us to see all of the many guide 
houses and sites throughout the U.K. 

I managed a quick trip through France, 
Andorra, Spain, Italy, Monaco, Leichenstein, 
Austria, Greece, Switzerland, Germany, Hol
land, Belgium -and back to France, all by car 
driven by my 22 years old daughter. 

We then flew to the U.S.A. where I had 
help from the Girl Scouts - in New Orleans 
they found us better accommodation. 

Then to superb Mexico, where, quite by 
accident, I met one of the members of our 
State Council, Mrs. Mimi Ramsay, who was 
there with her husband. Incidentally, she 
was the best dressed woman I saw on our 
entire trip. 

I was with guides practically all the time I 
was in Mexico. They drove me to Our 
Cabana which, at that time was closed for 
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maintenance, but I stayed at the Guide 
hostel in Mexico City. More about my Mexi
can experiences later. I was deeply im
pressed with the strength of such a wonder
ful world wide movement and very proud 
to be a member of such an organisation. 
There are many more details and personali
ties which I would like to tell you about . .. 

In the mean time, I am trying to get my 
['eet back on home ground. 

-Lesley Dwyer 

HOSPITALITY 

It wasn't without a certain apprehension 
that we travelled to Tullamarine to meet our 
guest, and feel sure that our soon-ta-be 
friend felt just the same! The plane arrived 
on time and soon we were travelling home 
charting about guiding, our different coun
tries and the coming conference. 

Our guest stayed with us for three days be
the conference and in that time we tried to 
show her our area and way of life, and I 
learnt such a lot about New Zealand. 

I would like to recommend to anyone who 
gets the opportunity to act as a hostess to 
another person connected with the move
ment to take it, because I feel sure you will 
make a lifelong friend, as I have. 

-Susan Smith, Guider, 
1st Scoresby Company 

Editors Note - Please remember that the 
Convenor for Hospitality in Victoria is Mrs. 
J. A. Hutchinson, 8 Marshall Avenue, Kew. 
All offers of hospitality and hostessing 
should be sent to her. 

MATILDA 



JODIE'S A BROWNIE 
NOW, AND SO ... 

Jodie Burke, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. L. 
E. Burke, of Hector Street, Mildura, is a 
small girl for her age of seven years. 

Recently she became a Brownie, and was 
enrolled with the 1st Mildura South group. 

Jodie was with her mother on the river
bank at Mildura Ski Club's area when she 
saw a little boy walk into the river and dis
appear into a hole. 

Jodie, who is not a good swimmer, rushed 
rushed into the water and held the boy up 
until help came. 

The boy was in Mildura on holidays with 
his parents. 

Al though younger than Jodie he is bigger 
than her. 

Jodie was wearing a wet suit when she 
jumped in to rescue Rodney, and this was 
probably all that saved the two of them. 

When the two were helped from the water, 
someone asked Jodie why she acted so 
quickly to help Rodney. 

"Because I'm a Brownie now, and Brown 
Owl told us that we must look out for 
people and help them", she said. 

-From "Sunraysia Daily" 

THE SACRED KINGFISHER 
One afternoon in mid-December I was 

walking through the Fitzroy Gardens in 
Melbourne when all at once I heard a shrill, 
oft-repeated cry. Surely it was a kingfisher? 

I stood still, looking carefully into the 
leafy trees around me and I suddenly saw 
the bird as it moved about the tree. 

It was a sacred kingfisher, only eight 
inches in length, pale greenish-blue on top, 
with cream underneath and a long, black, 
pointed bill. I had read of these kingfishers 
being found in the Fitzroy Gardens, but this 
vJ'as the first time I had actually seen one. 

The kingfisher began to fly from tree to 
tree, and I wondered in which one was the 
nest -usually built in a hole. I asked one 
of the gardeners working near and he told 
me that the kingfisher is often seen and that 
it does nest in the gardens. 

-J.H. 
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VISIT TO SOVEREIGN HILL 
Members of four Guide Companies and 

five Brownie Packs from Box Hill District 
went to Sovereign Hill, together with L.A. 
members, parents, District Commissioner 
and Guiders. At 8 a.m. we left a dark, 
dreary and wet Box Hill, headed for Balla
rat. Singing filled the three buses, and our 
trip was interesting, particularly seeing a 
paddock full of camels. 

We arrived at Sovereign Hill with no sign 
of rain, and the sun shining brightly. Once 
inside the entrance we split up into different 
groups and each party was given a cassette 
recorder with a commentary detailing each 
exhibit. We saw replicas of miners' houses, 
stone crushers operated by horses, and sev
eral old buildings. We saw a man making 
horseshoes and another working an old 
printing press. We viewed a number of 
mine shafts, and walked into a tunnel being 
buH t to link up to the Sovereign Hill mine. 

One of the highlights of the day was going 
gold panning, wihch meant for a cost of SOc 
you received a licence allowing you to pan 
for three months and you were then given a 
dish with wash dirt in it, which you panned 
until all you had left was fine silt and pieces 
of fine gold. These were placed in a small 
container and brought home as a souvenir. 

We left for a picnic lunch by Lake Wen
douree, where we were watched by dozens 
of greedy swans and their cygnets. It was 
quite alarming, because they would take any 
food in sight. 

After a quick look through the beautiful 
gardens we left for home, arriving in Box 
Hill, which was still wet and miserable. How 
lucky we were that Ballarat had been so 
bright and sunny! 

The brownies and guides of Box Hill Dis
trict thank the organisers for such an educa
tional and happy trip. 

* 
NIGER 

-J. Darbyshire, 
4th Box Hill Guide Company 

* * * 
4th Jordanville Guides raised money last 

year with a lamington drive for a service 
project to help buy uniform blouses for the 
Guides of Niger. 

We have since had a reply from Niger 
H.O. thanking us for the help. They sent us 
a book on Niger, together with some of their 
stanlps. We have sent them some booklets 
on Australia and some of our stamps too. 
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THE TREFOIL GUILD 
I THOUGHT of joining the Trefoil Guild; 
I'll admit I had some doubts. 
Wasn't that for ancient Guides 
And long-ago Girl Scouts? 
But I'm now too old for Rangers, 
Too busy to run a Crew; 
I've got a Brownie of my own 
And housework I must do. 
But soon my son will be a Scout 
And mem'ries say "Don't leave me out!" 
Shall I rush out and buy a felt hat, 
Brogues and tunic of blue? 
After all, I know nothing about them
What does the Trefoil Guild do? 
I went to a meeting and soon I found out 
Just what all this Trefoil Guild lark was 

about. 
I didn't find Guiders with eton-cropped hair, 
There weren't any cockaded Guider's hats 

there, 
Just friendly faces-Spinster and Mother
Each one a Guide at some time or other 
What do they do? They all have one aim
Keeping the spirit of Guiding aflame. 
Their eyes are wide open to what they can 

do 
To help those around them-I could help 

too. 
So I have joined them and now I can see 
Trefoil Guild members are people like me, 
Guiding behind them and friendship intend-

ing 
The spirit of Guiding goes on never ending. 

-From "The Trefoil," Oct., 1967. 

Wilt Thou help each one of us to keep Christ
mas alive in our hearts and in our homes, 
that it may continue 'to glow, to shed its 
warmth, to speak i'ts message during bleak 
days ahead ... May we hold to that spirit, 
that we may be as gentle and as kindly today 
as we were on Christmas Eve, as generous 
tomorrow as we were on Christmas morn
ing. 

-From "The Prayers of Peter Marshall" 

11',8 

The Ferntree Gully Trefoil Guild recently 
held a very successful evening in the Metho
dis t Church Hall. Mr. Hannah, of the Lady 
NeJl Seeing Eye Dog Training School at
tended with his dog, Dexter, and gave a most 
interesting talk and demonstration on the 
training of these dogs, and the manner in 
which they give, not only assistance, but 
also assurance to their blind masters and 
mistresses towards leading a full life in the 
community. Both 1st and 2nd Guide Com
panies were at the demonstration, and it wa 
pleasing to see a good attendance of families 
and friends. The dog, Dexter, was un
doubtedly the "star" of 'the evening and 
drew wide applause for his intelligent inter
pretation of orders, which he followed al
ways in the best interests of the safety of 
his master. Mr. Hannah was most generous 
in answering questions, particularly from 
the children, whose interest was evident in 
the thought-provoking question they pro
duced. The Guild members were very 
pleased to be able to give a donation to
wards the work of the Lady Nell School and 
also add to their own funds. 

The aim of the Trefoil Guild is to give 
what assistance it can towards the construc
tion of a much needed guide hall in Femtree 
Gully, to be opened early in 1972, and al
though we are small in numbers, members 
have been active in backing all function ' 
arranged by the L.A. and the Building Com
mittee. They provided assistance in donat
ing towards and helping serve the dinner 
organised by the L.A. and also in the distri
bution of telephone books for which the 
Building Committee contracted with the 
postal authorities. 

The President of the Trefoil Guild holds 
classes of instruction in first aid for the 
guides, and several girls were able to com
plete their Hostess badge at the Seeing Eye 
Dog function. 

-Mrs. M. Haley, Femtree Gully 

* * * * 
The Barwon Trefoil Guild held a Progre -

sive Dinner when members opened their 
homes for the various courses. A progres
sive competition was held in conjunction 
with the dinner, which proved most success
ful, both socially and financially. 

R. Marsden, Hon. Secretary 
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DEAR MATILDA, 

We are a very new company, and the very 
first that Moyhu has had, so in 60 years' 
time or so, when people look at our photo
graphs in the archives, they'll be able to say, 
proudly, "Look, there's Gran!" 

There are only eight of us, six having 
made their promise to Guiding one night 
when we had a lot of visitors, including 
Cap's old Company, 3rd Swan Hill, who 
came with their Guider. The Swan Hill 
guides provided the colour party as we chose 
a combined nag and candle lighting cere
mony. 

Our immediate task is Conservation, and 
we have taken on the job of beautifying our 
fire brigade shed, radio shack and tower, 
and the grounds. We are working with 
members of the Country Fire Authority, who 
have had the long grass slashed to the 
ground; one Saturday morning, armed with 
rakes and other gardening tools we de
scended on the slashed grass and put it into 
whinrows ready for burning. This has now 
been done and the boundaries marked out 
ready for us to plant our trees. Each guide 
has a tree to care for until next winter. 
They are all natives and should provide a 
welcome shade for the men in the summers. 
We intend to pay special attention to the 
radio shack and plant a rock garden around 
it. 

We are also collecting Comalco cans . . . 
we only need 4Yz thousand to make a ton 
they tell us, but at least every can we pick 
up and put in a bin makes one less to rub
bish Australia. 

A photograph taken on our enrolment 
night shows Cap and Lefty holding the two 
nags which were presented to us, the Austra
lian nag by the Hon. Mr. M. Holten, M.P., 
and the World Flag by our Local Associa
tion. 

We plan to be very active in Guiding, so 
you can look forward to hearing more from 
1st Moyhu! Cap and Lefty are busy plan
ning a programme with us which will help 
us to give service, make new friendships and 
see much more of Victoria in carrying out 
the Eight Points for Progress plan. 

-Yours in Guiding, 1st Moyhu 
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BROWNIE REVELS 
Ferny Creek brownie packs planned to go 

to Silvan Dam for their revels with the Mon
bulk district brownies. But as it was wet 
we went to the hall opposite the dam. The 
hall was called Ye Olde Cave. We joined a 
large circle and humming the Brownie song 
we went out through the front door, in a 
side door then round until all the brownies 
were in a circle. Guiders joined us and we 
sang the Brownie song. The Ferny Creek 
Commissioner told us about conservation. 
The brownies divided into groups of about 
seven and each group did something differ
ent. One group did origami, another plaryed 
a noughts and crosses game about nature. 

The groups were all named after Austra
lian birds. A girl from Monbulk read pray
ers and we went home. We did not get to 
the dam but I think it was fun. 

-Jacqueline Hogan, 2nd Ferny Creek Pack 

* * * * 
GUIDING AT NOORAT 

Guiding has been very busy at Noorat. 
2nd Terang guides were guests of the 

Noorat guides at a barbecue and jumble sale 
and the function raised $34.30. Then there 
was a special evening for the Noorat 
brownies. Guests for the evening were their 
Division and District Commissioners. 

Six brownies were enrolled and presented 
with their certificates. Afterwards a concert 
programme was enjoyed. 

Noorat brownies had a mystery hike and 
barbecue to conclude the year whilst the 
guides had some tenpin bowling at Warr
nambool. 

-Margaret Holmes, Publicity Secretary 

* * * * 
A CONCERT . 

The guides, brownie guides, scouts and 
cubs from Yarram to Fish Creek put on a 
concert to aid the Retarded Centre at Yar
ram. The Fish Creek brownies put on a 
play called Christmas Eve at a Boarding 
School. It was held at Foster and over $200 
was raised. One of the local ladies wrote 
and produced the play. 

-Peggy Straw, 
Fish Creek Brownie Guide Pack 
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The State Commissioner speaks • • • • 
Let us begin Guiding activities in 1972 with 

a renewal of the promise to do our utmost 
to uphold our faith, be good citizens, give 
service to others and strive to attain the 
high standard set out for us by the Founder. 

There is no doubt that a large proportion 
of the Movement in Victoria has given deep 
thought to the fundamentals of Guiding 
during the past year in order to present writ
ten opinions upon the relevance of the Laws 
and Promise. As I prepare this article (at 
the beginning of December) most of this 
data has not been studied in detail but I 
have read sufficient to affirm that you con
sider our organisation is worth-while and 
able to play an important role in the com
munity - at local and at world level. 

One of the surest means by which the Girl 
Guide Movement can exert an influence for 
good is by making it possible for MORE girls 
and young women to receive training in the 
"guide way of life" - we truly need an IN
CREASE IN STRENGTH. I hope that the 
leadership drive, planned for this year, will 
attract sufficient women willing to help to
day's generation grow into happy, weIl
adjusted, useful Australian women. 

Locally our teams of adult leaders have 
experienced many triumphs and satisfaction 
from the effort they have expended in the 
service of the girls. At State level we can 
note with gratification - the completion of 
the Thank You Chalet. the acquisition of the 
Shoreham camp-site; the consolidation of 

RE-UNION BALM ORAL 
GUIDES AND BROWNIES 

A gathering of past and present guides and 
brownies was held at the Rocklands Lodge, 
10 miles east of Balmoral. Guests of honour 
were Mrs. B. Pem, Division Commissioner 
in 1948; Mrs. E. Kelsall of Cavendish and 
Mrs. E. Rowe of Hamilton, both guiders 
some years ago. The purpose of the gather
ing was to hand over some funds which have 
been held in trust since the original com
pany disbanded in 1951. The company re
opened in 1966. 

The brownie pack stayed at the Rocklands 
Lodge over the week-end and the guides, to
gether with the Merino company, camped 
at the rear of the Lodge. 
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Commissioner and Training teams in Re
gions; increasing membership of the Trefoil 
Guild to support active Guiding - all of 
these make a solid foundation for Guiding 
upon which we can build character training 
and - with this sound base, from which we 
can reach out to play a significant role in 
community life - the true purpose of Guid
ing. 

We must ensure that opportunities are 
made available for our girls to put their 
training to practical use. 

My warmest good wishes to you all for a 
happy and successful year. 

WATCH FOR MY ANNOUNCEMENT IN 
SUBSEQUENT "MATILDA" ISSUES - I 
KNOW IT WILL BE OF INTEREST TO 
YOU ALL. 

The State Commissioner, Assistant 
State Commissioners, Advisers and 
all at Headquarters express warm 
appreciation for the many greeting 
cards and good wishes received 
from Guiding friends this Christ
mas. We heartily reciprocate your 
kind thoughts and hope that 1972 
will bring you happiness in Guiding 
and in family life. 

A P.L. dressed in the "old" traditional blue 
guide uniform.carried the Colour~. 

Cheques were received on behalf of the 
Local Association, brownies and guides. 

Mrs. Pem gave a short history of the 
Movement in Balmoral with a special tribute 
to Lady Smyth, who was instrumental in 
forming the pack and company in 1948. 

Letters written by Lady Baden-Powell to 
the Brownies after her stay in Balmoral in 
1947-48 had been framed and were presented 
to two Brownies on behalf of the Pack. 

Mrs. B. Mitchell, patron of the Balmoral 
Guides and Brownies presented to the three 
guide patrols - Koala, Pelican and Kanga
roo - beautifully hand-painted banners. 
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HAIL AND FAREWELL 

This month we have pleasure in reporting 
the following New Appointments: 

Public Relations Adviser 
Mrs. E. Lane from 1/2/72. 
Mrs. Lane, a member of the State Council, 

commenced her Guiding activities as a guide 
in Shepparton and later continued in Mil
dura where she became a Lieutenant. In 
more recent years, her Guiding interest has 
been as a Local Association member - she 
wa a foundation member of the North 
Balwyn Local Association, of which she has 
been President as well as being Publicity 
Secretary for the District. She is currentlv 
also a member of the Camherwell North 
Trefoil Guild. 

On a number of occasions, Mrs. Lane has 
visited Region Local Association conferences 
with the Headquarters team, 0 she will be 
known to many Local Association members 
and Commissioners. 

Her other interests are many and varied 
- Penguin Club, school organisations, Mel· 
bourne Y.W.C.A. and activities connected 
with the Presbyterian Church. Her address 
is - 8 Morris Street, North Balwyn. Tele
phone 852787. 

Chairman, Bri tannia Park Committee 
Mrs. J. Tucker from 1/3/72. 
Mrs. Tucker (who has been a member of 

the Movement since her girlhood) i cur
rently a guide leader in Hawthorn and a 
member of the Executive Committee, mi.d 
will be known to many members as she has 
given service to the Movement in different 
capacities over a number of years - guider, 
District Commissioner and member of State 
Council - as well as lending a hand in the 
organisation of special functions. Mrs. 
Tucker recently played a large part in ar
ranging the furnishings of the "Thank You" 
Chalet at Britannia Park. 

Her other interests -family and com
munity - have been innumerable, yet al
ways she has continued to be actively as
sociated with Guiding. Her address is - 2 
Kembra Street, Hawthorn. Telephone 
813230. 

* To Mrs. Lane and Mrs. Tucker we convey 
gratitude for their willingness to give this 
further service to the Movement and extend 
good wishes for a happy and rewarding term 
of office. 
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In making this announcement, we pay tri
bute and convey very deep and warm appre
ciation to: 

MRS. D. TOWNSEND, who, as Public Re
lations Adviser for the past five years, has 
worked tirelessly to promote good public 
relations at Headquarters level as well as 
assisting Commissioners and Publicity Sec
retaries throughout the State in this particu
lar field. 

* MRS. R. E. GRAY, who has served an ex-
tended term as Chairman of the Britannia 
Park Committee. Our lovely property at 
Britannia Park has been very much her 
"baby"; during the past eight years, she has 
nurtured and cared for it unselfishly and 
tirelessly as well as making her "brain 
child", the "Thank You" Chalet, a reality. 

We say a heartfelt "thank you" to both 
these good friends for their outstanding ser
vice to Victorian Guiding. 

ADVERTISEMENTS IN "MATILDA" 

Have you remembered that "Matilda" is 
happy to insert advertisements for that 
special function your unit is holding? that 
uniform you want to sell? that re-union 
you're having to celebrate the birthday of 
Guiding in your area? 

However it must be stressed that these 
"notices" are advertisements. 

"Matilda" would like to insert freely all 
the material and notices you send in but the 
number of pages available (which affects the 
weight of "Matilda" issues and therefore the 
postage costs) just aren't sufficient. 

Advertisements in "Matilda" are of two 
types - one the classified variety, which is 
inserted at a cost of 5 cents per word; and 
the other the display variety, which costs 
from $5 upwards. 

The Editor of "Matilda" can give you de
tails of space available, costs, etc. - please 
address enquiries to Unit 2, 90 Yarrbat 
Avenue, Balwyn, 3103. 
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DEAR CONSERVATIONISTS, 

There are so many letters corning to me, 
telling us about all the thrilling things you 
arc doing in your packs and companies -
cleaning up messes and planting in waste 
:;paces. I am reminded of a lovely quota
tion: 

"You've got to have your mind like an 
empty room, and your eyes must be blind 
and your ears must be closed, and then, 
slowly, you'll begin to hear and see" . . . 
"If you'd just come with me and walk the 
lanes and the hills, I'll show you things ... 
Let me how you 'the real things. It isn't 
worth dying with your eyes shut." 

(Hugh Walpole) 

The hot months are going to make de
mands on you, if you want to maintain what 
you have already done. So many of you 
have planted trees and shrubs in waste areas 
where there is very li'ttle depth of soil and 
the fibrous feeding roots are very near the 
urface, so in the very hot sun they could be 

dried out and the plant will die. You may 
make a roster for watering service, but it 
would help if you made a mulch of rotted 
vegetation and spead it thickly around your 
plants . This would help to keep the mois
ture in the soil. But take care! - the birds 
like this mulch too, so they will come to 
scratch and find insects and scrape it all 
away. You will need to work out a scheme 
- old sacking pinned down over the mulch 
m ight help to protect it. 

And you who are dealing with pollution 
will have much to think about: more people 
on holidays and camping and making a mess 

have you thought of asking tthe council 
to provide more bins in 'the vital spots? 

-Clare Broadhurst 

We've had interes ting reports from: 

1st OAK PARK CO. who arranged a family 
outing to clear the noxious BONESEED 
bush from an area of the You Yangs. 

PASCOE VALE SOUTH DISTRICT who 
had a "can drive" ... "busy for over a week 
collecting cans from yards, streets, nature 
strips, gutters, school yards, local parks, etc . 
. . . loaded them into the back of a Scouter's 
truck and took them to Gadsdens Reclaim
ing centre in Coburg. There we sorted the 
cans into three large bins, reads to go to 
Port Kembla for re-cycling." 
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2nd NORTH RINGWOOD CO. who cleared 
rubbish from around Ringwood Lake .. . 
"boxes and boxes and boxes of bottles, drink 
cans and broken glass . . . and drums of 
burnable rubbish." 

6th COLAC CO. who took part in a poster 
competition sponsored by the C.B.A. Bank. 

1st STAWELL CO. who bought native trees 
and planted them on a small hill in the yard 
of their hall ... "close together to attract the 
native birds". 

1st CHILTERN PACK who also bought and 
planted native trees, and "A teacher who is a 
bird observer has shown our pack slides of 
birds which are in danger of dying if Lin
dane spray is used to control the locust 
plague in southern N.S.W." 

1st KYABRAM PACK who are helping to 
develop a Fauna Park at the lake reserve. 
They were invited to plant trees for the 
koalas; nineteen manna gums werle put in. 
"When we are older we will be able to go 
and see the koalas and we will remem~r 
this day when we were Brownies." 

CONSERVATION AT FISH CREEK 

We have planted some marram grass on 
the eroding sand dunes at Sandy Point on 
two occasions. We have cleared the litter 
at a beach parking area, removing all the 
rubbish we could find. 

The guiders have written to the local Shire 
requesting permission to plant native shrubs 
in an area next to our hall, and that an area 
should be left as a fauna and flora reserve. 

We are making inquiries to see if we can 
find an outlet who will buy aluminium cans. 
which Comalco are prepared to recycle in 
their plan to conserve our mineral sources. 

We have made car litter bags as well as 
articles [rom waste material. 

The Brownie-Guide pack have planted 
ferns and bulbs alongside our hall and have 
been busy keeping a bird chart of our area. 
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TRAINING ~ P AGES ~~~ 
SELF·ASSESSMENT AS A LEADER 

You,.You and You! 
All our training articles last year dealt 

with helping you run your Unit. As a Guider 
in any section - You are important. 

As a person who helps others learn, do 
you: 

1. Understand how adults learn and apply 
this knowledge with increasing compe
tence? 

2. Provide learning opportunities relevant 
to the learner's responsibilities and 
stage of development? 

3. Work sensitively with each learner as a 
unique individual? 

4. Give support which encourages self
reliance 

5. Promote understanding of the Girl 
Guide purpose and programme? 

6. Use a variety of skills and method 
which facilitate learning in groups? 
DO YOU? 

Now, to you as a person. No World Trip 
or T.V. set is offered if your score is 40! Just 
the benefits gained from regular self
appraisal. 

In order to recognise the worth of other 
individuals, you need to assess your own 
qualities as a person. What kind of score 
would you give yourself? Rate yourself from 
1 to 5, with 5 indicating very good, 4 good, 3 
average, 2 poor, 1 very poor. 

Personality 1 2 3 4 5 
Interesting to be with; cheerful, optimis

tic, create a good impression. 

E nergy 1 2 3 4 5 
Good health, or can conceal physical prob

lems; strength to get things done without 
strain. 
Responsibility 1 2 3 4 5 

Assume necessary responsibilitie without 
compla int; can be depended upon to com
plete task on time. 
Stability 1 2 3 4 5 

Can control actions and attitudes with 
people; calm in emergencies, act predictably 
in most situations. 
Objectivity 1 2 3 4 5 

Th ink and act on the basis of facts rather 
than emotion or wishful thinking. 
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Sensitivity 1 2 3 4 5 
Sensitive to and considerate of the needs 

and problems of others. Courteau and 
kind. 

Intelligence 1 2 3 4 5 
Think quickly and express ideas accur

ately. Action is based on intelligence, educa
tion and experience. 

Seriousness 1 2 3 4 5 
Determine true direction and goals and 

work to attain them in an orderly fashion. 

Back to you and your Unit - for that is 
where you are WANTED and NEEDED. How 
clo you function as a Leader in your Unit? 

Does my style of training in the Unit re
Oect interest and concern for the person 
who is trying to learn ... OR only concern 
for "getting content across"? 

Does my style of training in the Unit en
courage self-discovery on the part of the 
learner ... OR merely transmit information? 

Does my style of training in the Unit con
vey a feeling of empathy with 'Ule leamer's 
problems . . . OR an attitude of superior 
knowledge regarding the leamer's problems? 

Does my style of training in the Unit pro
ject an air of liveliness and fun that can go 
with creative learning ... OR does it impo e 
rigidity that breeds stagnation? 

Does my style of training in the Unit com
municate ideas clearly, in simple every-day 
words and short sentences ... OR are ideas 
and issues confused by wasted words, 
tongue twisters and complex sentences? 

Does my style of training in the Unit en
courage exploration of many avenues for 
learning, open many doors . . . OR does it 
restrict learning to the covers of a text, the 
walls of a meeting place, and certain hours 
of the day? 

In conclusion, a few words from Alexan
der Pope: 

If I am righ t, Thy Grace impart, 

Still in the right to stay; 

If I am wrong, 0 teach my heart 

To find that better way! 
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COMMANDMENTS OF 
HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS 

The article in November, 1971, "Matilda" 
(page 118) has brought the two following 
answers - one in accord and one not in 
accord with "Lofty's" comments. 

What do you think? 

Dear Editor, 
Hurrah for Lofty, a person with her feet 

firmly planted on Terra Firma, one who 
values personal integrity as well -as good re
lationships. Many of us are tired of these 
endless lists of quasi-ideals which are hope
fully meant to lead to better living, but 
which might equally lead, if followed, to the 
psychiatrist's couch! 

Whilst the "Commandments of Human 
Relations" may sound ideal, the reasons 
given for some of them -are quite shocking. 
Lofty is right re Nos. 5, 6, 8, and I would 
add 3, 7, and yes - 10. Of course we should 
be considerate (Guide Law No.3) - because 
it is right to be so - whether it is appre
ciated or not. 

What counts most in life is not what we do 
for others. More important could be 
whether we are using our capacity for ser
vice in the right attitude. To some people 
service is a very necessary therapy for them
selves (this does not detract from the value 
of the service itself). What counts most in 
life is something each of us has to work out. 

Human relationships is such a personal 
thing possibly everyone would need a differ
ent guideline, but surely if we must have 
such lists they ought to be practical, 
realistic and honest. 

-"Shorty" 

Dear Editor, 
I feel that I must comment on "Lofty's" 

letter (November "Matilda") concerning the 
"Ten Commandments of Human Relation
ships". My answers to the criticism brought 
against Nos. 5, 6 and 8 -are:-

No.5: Be cordial to people - speak and 
act as if everything you do were a real 
plea ure. 

Once you have tried this you will find that 
the giving of pleasure is a reciprocal thing 
and therefore your pleasure automatically 
becomes genuine. No.5 is not un-attainable. 

No.6: Be genuinely interested in people 
- there is good in everyone. 
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In my opinion this means that if you are 
interested in people you will soon find their 
bad points but if you look beyond these to 
the good and help develop this area then you 
are living up to No.6. It is not a question of 
ignoring the bad but of placing more im
portance on the good. 

No.8: Be generous with praise - cautiou 
with criticism. 

As "Lofty" says - "It is easy to give 
praise" - but how many of us do? Who 
does not feel the better for having been 
praised? Therefore be generous with it. 
Criticism is necessary but hurtful -at times, 
it must be constructive and never destruc
tive, therefore needs to be handled with 
great care. Hence - Be generous with 
praise - cautious with criticism. 

The "Ten Commandments of Human Re
lationships" are a set of high ideals which if 
read with commonsense and GIl generous 
helping of love and humility are a guide to 
better relationships with other people. If 
you try to live by these iderus your integrity 
\vill not be lost -only magnified. 

-M. Buck, Guider, 
1st Loch Guides 

Senior Guides and Scouts in Sweden 

A GAME? ... 

At one point in the week, everyone 
laughed when somebody mentioned despair
ingly the Brownie, who when asked what 
she liked most about Brownies, said "The 
parties." (She should have said something 
dull like helping around horne, but that's 
really the mother's line.) 

(From report of an All-Canada Training.) 
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SYSTEM AND ORDER 
System, planning and orderliness are not 

different words for the same thing, but they 
fi t very well together as a guide to more effi
cient business and personal life. A plan may 
consist of static blue-prints; a system deals 
with living human beings and inevitable 
change. Order is arrangement; system is 
movement. 

System is not a matter of picayune niceties 
but of programmed actions leading to de
sired ends. Methods and techniques are 
secondary in importance to the aims for 
which the system is devised. The system 
provides a sense of direction, poise and pre
paredness. 

One of Aesop's fables tells about the boar 
that stood whetting his tusks against a tree. 
A fox happened to pass by, and asked him 
what he me-ant by such warlike preparation, 
there being no enemy in sight. "That may 
be", answered the boar, "but when the 
enemy is in sight it is time to think about 
something else". 

It is not unusual to come upon people who 
brush aside matters pertaining to system 
and organisation so that they may deal with 
what they consider more "practical" prob
lems . But there can be nothing more prac
tical than to get workers to co-ordinate their 
efforts in carrying on the factory or office 
operations. 

All business implies things to be done, and 
anything can be done better by system than 
by haphazard. Much of the expensive waste 
in industry and homes is due to ineffective 
planning and lack of system. These lead to 
inefficient use of materials, equipment, time 
and labour. 

Some people think that everything will 
come out all right if only they work harder. 
That is not always the solution: they need 
to work more effectively. They need to or
ganise their jobs into straight-line opera
tions, applying system instead of sweat. Im
proving work habits is part of improving 
system and system is part of improving 
work methods. 

System in work represents an economy of 
energy. It helps us to avoid getting into 
those rush periods that are so wearing on 
"the nerves and contribute so greatly to un-
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satisfactory results. It helps to develop skill. 
It increases productivity. It relieves tedium 
and takes the feeling of drudgery out of 
work because it releases time that can be 
devoted to many pursuits. 

Many business men are feeling the~r way 
through the perplexities of changing to elec
tronic data processing, just as their great
grandfathers did with the typewriter, and 
their grandfathers with the telephone, and 
their fathers with electric book-keeping and 
billing machines. 

A good system is as simple as possible, 
commensurate with accomplishing what it is 
supposed to do; it should be related to the 
resources you have; and it must not leave 
out any vital feature. When an international 
airplane meet was held in the early days of 
flying, the United States hosts set up a fault
less sy tern by which to time the flights to 
the hundredth part of a second, but they had 
no airplane ready to enter the competition. 

Some difficulty is likely to be met ,"lith in 
changing an existing way of doing things. 
An established system has a tendency to go 
on running by its own momentum, yet the 
longer a system has been operating the more 
need there is to look at it critically. 

An intelligent ordering of life will improve 
the quality of a man's experience and reduce 
the number of his failures and disappoint
ments. System contributes to, but does not 
cause or control, the imaginative thoughts 
that give rise to creative work. The advan
tages of opportunity and "getting the breaks" 
go to the man who has organised himself so 
as to be ready to seize them. He is, thereby, 
participating fully in the process of living. 
He obtains a feeling of personal significance, 
he feels qualified to do great things, he has 
learned a lesson which will enable him to 
control the efforts of other men. 

Time is a part of system that should not 
be squandered. Some fall into the habit of 
puttering around a little job, perhaps as an 
excuse for not tackling a job that worrieS 
them but does not appe-al to them. 

Procrastination, that bane of human life, 
does not become an affliction to the person 
of system. His jobs are broken down into 
small, easily-handled units, so that they are 
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not so burdensome as to invite him to put 
them off. 

The beginning of a system may appear 
ragged and unkempt, but so is the larva 
which develops into the bright-coloured Mon
arch butterfly. 

Give the system a fair but critical chance. 
It should not be judged until it has been 
tried out. If it is a good one it will free you 
to face problems of both tactics and strategy 
in other areas. The former is the handling 
of the present situation: the latter is antici
pating and planning for future developments. 

Expect the system to work. This is faith 
ba ed upon intelligent forethought and ac
curate planning. It does not go so far as to 
believe that a system is a patent medicine 
guaranteed to work miracles, although the 
end result may appear to be miraculous. 

Even the best devised systems will get 
bogged down some~mes, but if it were 
not for system we should be in the mud all 
the time. When plans go a-gley and what we 
hoped for does not happen, the thing to do 
is to make new plans and revise the system. 

-from the "Royal Bank of Canada" 
Newsletter" 

ANIMAL ANTICS 
A donkey saw a zebra strut, and laughed 
and flapped his tail; 
"My word", he said, "why just look there -
a mule's escaped from jail". 
The Zebra strutting lazily, espied a tall 
giraffe; 
"A rubber neck", he rudely grinned, 
"that makes me want to laugh". 
The old giraffe a camel saw, amid 
a field of rye, 
Made fun of his ugly hump, and 
laughed as if he'd cry. 
The camel saw an elephant, and this 
I heard him say, 
"I'd hate to have a nose so long, 
and wobbling in that way". 
The elephant met a porcupine ; 
"Alack", he cried, "Alack! 
I wouldn't like a patch of thorns, 
a-growing on my back". 
And so each animal made fun of 
those he saw, 
and never really realised, he too, 
might be a little wiser ... 
THERE'S NO ONE CRITICISED SO MUCH, 
AS THE EXPERT CRITICISER. 

-From "Kuringal" 
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"I WAS HUNGRY" 
I was hungry and you formed a humanities 
club and discussed my hunger. Thank you. 

I was imprisoned and you crept off quietly 
to your chapel and prayed for my release. 

I was naked and in your mind you debated 
the morality of my appearance. 

I was sick and you knelt and thanked God 
for your health. 

I was homeless and you preached to me of 
the spiritual shelter of the love of God. 

I was lonely and you left me alone to pray 
for me. 

You seem so holy, so close to God. But I'm 
still vcry hungry and lonely ano cold. 

-From St. Vincent de Paul "Record" 
and "Indianaid", S.A. 

TRAINING DEPARTMENT 

Our heartiest congratulations to the fol
lowing on becoming members of their 
region training teams:-

Baw Baw: Mrs. Flora Jones, Brownie. 
Central Metro.: Miss Shirley Sibbritt, 

Brownie. 
East Metro.: Mrs. Margaret Deitch, Guide ; 

Mrs. Mary de Jong, Guide; Mrs. Betty Mc
Donnell, Guide; Mrs. Pauline Spurgeon, 
Guide; Mrs. Barbara Kearney, Commis
sioner; Mrs. Nancie Stewart, Camp. 

Maroondah: Mrs. Grace Davies, Ranger; 
Mrs. Margaret Henderson, Camp; Mrs. Rona 
Anderson, Camp. 

Mornington: Mrs. Pam Amos, Brownie. 
North Metro.: Miss Margaret Callister, 

Ranger; Miss Raemond McPhee, Ranger; 
Mrs. Shirley MacPhee, Ranger. 

Outer Easter: Mrs. Margaret Tomkins, 
Camp; Miss Romola Wollaston, Camp. 

South Eastern: Mrs. Coralie Caple, 
Brownie; Mrs. Jean Twist, Ranger. 

South Metro. : Mrs. Shirley Sullivan, 
Brownie. 

Western Plains: Mrs. Heather Duxon , 
Camp; Mrs. May O'Sullivan, Guide. 

Woorayl: Miss Lynda Wright, Brownie; 
Mrs. Jill Samman. Ranger. 
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STORY OF THE MALVERN 
DISTRICT BADGE 

Long, long ago there was a spring in what 
is now the pond in Spring Road Gardens, 
Malvern, and aborigines used to come here 
to get their water. 

The Malvern District Badge, designed by 
Margaret Harris in 1969, shows an aboriginal 
girl kneeling by the spring, preparing to 
drink from it. 

The Brownie Guide and Guide Promise 
Badges are shown on each side of the Badge 
between appropriate lettering. 

-J.O. 

TRISTAN DA CUNHA AND SCOUTING 

A set of four stamps is due to be released 
in Tristan da Cunha on 'the occasion of the 
50th anniversary of 'the Shackleton-Rowett 
Expedition. The stamps show the Quest 
( 1 Vz P ), Scout Troop Flag presen ta tion (4 p ) , 
an early Tristan da Cunha cancellation 
(7Vzp), and a portrait of Shackleton and a 
small boa t (12 liz p ) . 

The story behind the 4p value is told in an 
extract from "The Lonely Island" by Rose 
Annie Rogers, wife of the then Resident Mis
sionary on Tristan: 

"The great events on the second and third 
days of the 'Quest' visit were the presenta
tion of the Troop flag, specially given for the 
Tristan da Cunha Troop by 'the Chief Scout, 
and the erection of the wireless pole. The 
Scouts were paraded outside the school
house with my husband in Scout kit at theif 
head, with Commander Wild present and 
myself as A.S.M. Scout Marr presented the 
flag, which was received by the Patrol 
Leader, Donald Glass, on behalf of the Troop, 
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and he then made a straightforward little 
speech on the real meaning of scouting, and, 
after the boys had given the salute and been 
dismissed he came up with us to the parson
age and had a meal of damper bread and 
tea. 

"We had a pleasant 'talk on Scouting and 
other matters. He was in his Highland 
dress as a Scottish Scout Patrol Ltader, and 
the Tristan folk who had never seen the kilt, 
were much impressed. Scout Marr is a big 
hefty fellow, and his fine manly style was a 
great help to our lads, and he must have 
been a valuable asse't to the 'Quest' crew. 

"The next day my husband was early on 
board the 'Quest', as we were all waked up 
by the 'time' rocket which '>he tired at 5.30 to 
enable us to correct our clocks or watches, 
which had all gone wrong. The noise 
startled the whole population and some of 
the women and children screamed loudly 
and were much frightened. Tom Rogers 
took my husband off from LiLtie Beach to 
the ship, and they carried our mail with 
them, as the ship it was known, might leave 
at any time then, the voyagers having done 
all they intended to do in these parts ~ith 
their exploration of all three islands r-f the 
Tristan Group. Their next port of call was 
Gough Island, 200 miles away which, like 
Inaccessible and Nightingale. is ulJinhabited 
and little known. 

-From "Australian Stamp Monthly" 

After his return James Marr, who had de
veloped a great interest in the Antarctic, 
graduated in Arts and Science at the Univer
sity of Aberdeen and immediately afterwards 
went to the North Pole with the Algarsson 
Expedition. Later he was a Carnegie Trust 
Scholar with the Scottish Fisheries Board. 

Readers will remember the occasion a few 
years ago when the whole community of 
Tristan de Cunha was evacuated to Great 
Britain when the volcano erupted. Since 
then 'there has been a Cub pack, and recently 
a Sea Scout troop has been formed under the 
leadership of Police Sergean t Albert Glass. 
It is interesting to note that he is a descen
dant of Patrol Leader Donald Glass to whom 
Scout Marr presented the flag from Baden
Powell fifty years ago. 

-From the journal of the Scout and Guide 
Stamp Society of Australia 
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MATILDA 
"MATILDA" WISHES YOU 

A little less work, 
A little more play, 

A little less hurry 
On life's busy way, 

A year of achievement, 
A year of success, 

A year of contentment 
And REAL HAPPINESS! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
A VERY SPECIAL EVENT-

SUNDAY, 23rd APRIL - Afternoon 

GUIDES' OWN SERVICE 

for all adult members and friends 
Keep this date free 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

THE ROARING TWENTIETH 

Plans for the Roaring Twentieth Gang 
Show are well under way. Right now audi
tions are being held to select members of 
the cast and backstage departments. The 
1972 Show is the twentieth seaSOn staged by 
the Melbourne Gang - it's an exciting land
mark and we hope you'll join in the big occa
sion. 

Organise your unit to be at the Show. This 
year's dates are Friday, 19th May; Saturday, 
20th May (matinee and evening); Thursday, 
25th May; Friday, 26th May; Saturday, 27th 
May (matinee and evening). If you're keen 
to raise funds you'll be interested in the low
priced block bookings which can be re-sold 
at the nonnal rate to rake you in a tidy 
profit. Booking fonns will be inserted in 
the next issue of "Matilda". Get your order 
in early to avoid disappointment! 

Once again, there's a $100 prize for the 
Scout Group or Guide Unit who sell the most 
tickets. Make 1972 your year to win. By 
the way, last year's prize was won by 2nd 
Bellfield Guide Company. Plan a night at 
the Roaring Twentieth Gang Show right 
now. 
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NOTICES 
MASS FOR THINKING DAY 1972 

All members of the movement are invited 
to take part in the Mass at St. Patrick's 
Cathedral, Melbourne, on Sunday, 27th Feb
ruary, 1972, at 3 p.m. 

The State Commissioner will be present 
and will take the salute, together with mem
bers of the Scout Movement, at the Cathed
ral gates. 

Assemble in Lansdown Street, near Albert 
Street, at 2.15 p.m. in order to join in the 
procession to the Cathedral. Company 
colours will be welcome. 

For further infonnation please contact M. 
Lacey, 288 1708. 

M Material is always welcome when it is
Of general interest ... pithy and light 
... typed (if possible) or printed in 
double spacing. A Adaptation - by the Editor-
Don't mind if your material is cut or 
adapted . . . We have to adapt 'to suit 
space available and the general balance 
of any issue. 

T Time-
is always against us . . . Don't worry 
if YOUR article doesn't appear immedi
ately. 

I Interest-
Try to keep your articles balanced and 
general ... Don't be disappointed if 
articles on your particular "hobby
horse" don't appear every month. L Layout-
We try to keep "Matilda" interesting and 
varied . . . not to have pages full of 
reading matter only, but it is hard to 
leave space particularly when the num
ber of pages dictates the amount of 

D 

A 

postage - at higher rates. 
Drawings and blocks-
Photos must be technically good for re
production, which involves reduction 
. .. They should be photos of ACTIVI
TIES, not just a group of people look
ing at the camera. If a photo is printed 
in your local paper please ask if you can 
borrow the block for "Matilda". 
Activities - keep "Matilda" in mind 
when you are planning anything in your 
area ... Read and USE "Matilda". 
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BRITANNIA PARK 
It gives me great pleasure to be able to tell 

you that Mrs. Margaret Tucker has agreed 
to take over from me as convenor for 
Britannia Park. She has told Mrs. Renshaw 
Jones that she will be ready to start at the 
end of February. I feel very happy that 
Margaret will be doing this job, knowing 
that all the tender loving care we have lav
ished on the property over the last eight 
years, will not have been in vain, and know
ing also that you will all be as good to her 
as you have been to me. Without your help 
this job could be a lonely one and tedious. 

As this is my last little bit for "Matilda" , 
may I take this opportunity to thank you all 
most affectionately for all the support -
morally, financially, and physically - which 
you have given me during my time as cop
venor (not forgetting the odd growls . . . 
good for the soul, if not the temper) it has 
given me very great happiness to serve the 
children in our Movement in such an enjoy
able way. 

To the Britannia Park Committee and to 
the Thursday Specials, I say a very loving 
thank you for sticking to me all these years. 
I know at times the desire to gag me must 
have been almost overpowering, but I have 
admired the way you have suffered my out
rageous ideas with such fortitude. 

Mrs. Tucker has kindly invited the Thurs
day Specials to continue to look after the 
gardens for as long as they care to. Mind 
you, one look at our white hair, and our 
tottering footsteps has told her that our 
visits will be weakly rather than weekly, and 
that we won't be "in her hair" for very long. 

And now, on a more sober note: It is with 
deep regret that we have just learned of he 
death in Canberra of "Auntie" (Mrs. Field). 
I have so often told you how hard Auntie 
has worked ' to raise money for the Thank 
You Chalet fund. Fortunately Mrs. Price, 
our Chief Commissioner, with whom Auntie 
lived, was present at the opening of the 
Thank You Chalet and was able to describe 
it all to her, especially the "Gray" room 
which she helped to furnish. Dear Auntie. 
how lucky we were to know you. 

A master from Wesburn State School gave 
the pupils in his grade, a trea·t last Novem
ber. With the assistance of Mrs. McCrae, 
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Division Commissioner for Yarra Yarra, 
he rented Guide House and the cabin, and 
29 boys and girls stayed there from Monday 
to Thursday. For many it was the first time 
they had been away from home, but all were 
very enthusiastic about it, especially their 
master, who said "Britannia Park is such a 
beautiful place and it could be 40 miles away 
from their homes instead of just one". No 
damage was done to the property and the 
house was left in excellent order. They hope 
to repeat the experiment next year. and I 
hope they do. Good luck to them. 

* * * Having lost "Bill" from the staff at Bri
tannia Park, the committee has had to make 
other arrangements in connection with the 
firewood for the campsites. We have a man 
to come to cut the wood but in future camp
ers will need to collect their firewood in 
wheelbarrows which are provided for the 
purpose. 

MAINTENANCE FUND 

And now my very grateful thanks to all 
those who have contributed to this fund 
during the nine years it has been running. 
This money has been absolutely in
valuable to us and I think and hope that it 
has served the dua·l purpose of helping to 
keep our buildings in good order and also 
in making companies and packs and L.A's 
more conscious of the fact that Britannia 
Park belongs to them. 

For days maintained during November, 
we wish to thank the following: 

o\'cmber-
1st - Caulfield L.A. 
5th - 1st Mulgrave Coy. 
8th - Marysville L.A. 
9th - 1st Mulgrave L.A. 
10th - Meeniyan L.A. 
Uth - Sorrento L.A. 
13th - Oliver's Hill L.A. 
14th - cwtown and Chilwcll District. 
15th - Miss E. Bunning. 
16th - Newtown and Chilwell District. 
19th - McLeod-Rosanna L.A. 
20th - Maidstone L.A. 
23rd- 2nd AshburtOI1 Pack. 
25th - 1st Ashburton Pack. 
26th - Nlll1awading District. 
29th - GreensboTOllgh L.A. 
30th - North Ringwood L.A. 
30th - East Malvern-Gardiner L.A. 
And 13th October - Wattle Park L.A. (with 
sincere apologics for omitting it last month). 

Continued on page 187 
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DIMBOOLA-RED CENTRE SAFARI 

1 a.m. Sunday: Boarded "Overland" for 
Adelaide - Coach tour of Adelaide Hills, Mt. 
Lofty and Clelland Park Wild Life Sanctuary. 
Some of the party went into the service at 
Methodist Inland Mission. 

Monday: Our plans for an early start were 
spoilt by coach troubles and it wasn't until 
11 a.m. we finally left the city and headed 
north to Port Augusta continuing via 
Kingoonya on to -a bush camp south of 
Woomera; the "umbrella" type of tents were 
a challenge to us at first! (Needless to say 
we were proficient by the end of the trip.) 
Called in -at Pimba then on to Woomera. 
After much interrogation we were allowed 
through the village (but not down the "busi
ness" end of town). We had lunch by the 
shores of Lake Hart (a salt lake) across 
which we spied the twin rocket towers on 
the horizon. Travelling across red desert 
country now and we made camp omewhere 
near Ingama Station. 

On our way again and we reached Coober 
Pedy midmorning. Explored the under-
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ground buildings and church . Saw the water 
plant and opal caves. 

At Victory Downs, just as well we couldn't 
see all the stones we made camp on, though 
some of us felt them later on! We dis
covered some aborigines camped over the 
rocks and qui te a bit of trading was done. 
Westwards this time lunching with a view 
across the desert of Mount Conner and we 
did quite a bit of fossicking for stones. As 
we travelled towards Ayers Rock the colours 
w~re fantastic and the scenes exactly as 
pamted by Namatjira. At last we actually 
see "The Rock" and camp at the foot of thi 
famous monolith. 

We got up before sunrise and walked to 
some sandhills to get a grandstand view of 
the colourful spectacle of the sunrise on 
Ayers Rock, well worth the thousand miles 
of travelling! After breakfast we explored 
the Rock and some of us climbed to the top! 
We met the Yarrawonga Scouts who h-ad 
saved for 2\12 years and bought their own 
truck to make the trip. In the afternoon we 
visi ted the Olgas, another famous group of 
rocks west of Ayers. 

Continued on page 184 
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BROWNIE GUIDE SECTION 

Letter from Victoria Police - Coburg 
Police Station-

Dear Miss Burton, 

I wish to commend with this letter, the 
keen observation and alertness of Gail Law
I-ence who I believe is a member of the 4th 
Coburg South Brownie Pack of which you' 
are in charge. 

On Saturday, 11th August, 1971, I was 
called to Reynard Street, Coburg, to destroy 
an injured dog. I ascertained from several 
adult witnesses at the scene that a motorist 
had run over a dog which was obviously a 
household pet, he apparently stopped, 
looked at the dog and then drove off -and left 
it lying on the road. Although this is not a 
very erious crime it is a distasteful one and 
one that is disgusting to most people. 

I made several unsuccessful attempts to 
get a description of the car from the wit
nesses at the scene when I was approached 
by the aforementioned Gail Lawrence who 
was able to tell me the make, type colour 
and registered number of the car concerned 
in the incident and also the direction it was 
travelling and the street in which she had 
last seen it. This information enabled the 
police at this station to ascertain the name 
and address of the offending driver and see 
that his actions were brought to the notice 
of the appropriate authority. 

I would also like to comment on the cour
tesy, politeness and impeccable dress of 
Miss Lawrence, who is a credit to you and 
the pack to which she belongs. 

If there is any badge or award thal can be 
issued by the Brownie organisation for -an 
action of this nature I would like to recom
mend that Miss Lawrence recei"\fe it. 

Yours sincerely, 

January/February, 1972 

(Signed) Ron Hateley, 
Constable 16378 

Dear Matilda, 
Guides from 1st and 2nd Golden Square 

Companies joined with Scouts from the 
Golden Square District in a Mini-Corroborree 
at the Scouts site at Big Hill. The day 
started with Colours and a combined Guide/ 
Scouts' Own Service with representative 
Guides' and Scouts reading the prayers and 
lessons. 

The Guides and Scouts were then divided 
into mixed Patrols and participated in 
events arranged by the Senior Scouts. These 
included campfire lighting, knot-tying, first 
aid, rope-climbing, knapsack relays, etc. 
Points were awarded and the winning Patrol 
were presented with swap badges. 

Two Queen's Guides from 1st Golden 
Square were presented with their badges in 
a simple outdoor Ceremony by our Division 
Commissioner. 

This is the third occasion on which Guides 
and Scouts from Golden Square have had 
combined outings. The fir t was a social 
evening at the Guide Hall and the second 
a swimming night at the heated swimming 
pool, when the Guides won the relay swim
ming race and collected a tropby made by 
one of the Scouts. As all these occasions 
have been very successful, we are hoping to 
arrange more in the future. 

-G. C. 

THINKING DAY 
A United Nations official once said that her 

!ife interest in in ternational affairs began 
with her membership of the Girl Guide 
Movement. How many more girls could 
have a similar interest awakened if only 
their National Organisation was stronger 
and there were more good leaders? 

The World Association assists the develop
ment of Guiding/Girl Scouting through fin
ancial support for National Organisations. 
Such support comes from the THINKING 
DAY FUND, the fund to which members of 
the Movement make voluntary contribu
tions. 
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A CAMP NORTH OF THE 
72nd PARALLEL 

News reached the Arctic Bay Company 
that the Guides in Pond Inlet were planning 
a camp. The Arctic Bay girls, of course, all 
wished to go to the camp. This was made 
possible by Mr. Weldy Phipps of Atlas Avia
tion giving the Guides a "free ride" in his 
planes and by clothes sent for a Rummage 
Sale from a C.G.LT. group in Ontario (one of 
their leaders had visited this settlement pre
viously). A mother of one of the Guides 
made a tent out of the canvas provided, and 
the father of another girl lent a Coleman 
stove. 

In July, twelve Guides and four Guiders 
went to Pond Inlet. The girls were able to 
stay with relatives while waiting for camp. 

The morning camp started, the girls from 
both Companies met and walked to the camp 
site (at the old Thule Site), by a river, out
side the Settlement of Pond Inlet, taking 
their sleeping bags and other personal be
longings. Tents, Coleman stoves and caribou 
skins were borrowed locally and, together 
with the food which was purchased from the 
local Hudson's Bay Co. store, were taken by 
boat to the mouth of the river and then car
ried to the camp. 

Tents used in the north are different from 
those in the south - stones are used to fix 
the guy ropes. So the girls and leaders were 
kept busy sorting out which poles belonged 
to which tents, and collecting large stones. 
Then four Patrol Leaders were chosen and 
chose their patrols. Each patrol had a tent 
and the caribou skins were shared out. 
These are used instead of ground sheets; 
they were also used to sit on at meal times. 

A suitable spot had to be found for the 
latrine which was a hole dug in the ground; 
this was relocated each day and ·the old hole 
filled in. Garbage was burnt daily and at the 
end of camp the cans were covered with 
stones. The perma frost makes it difficult 
to dig pits. 

Water was collected from the fast flowing 
river. Everybody washed in this river and 
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the ice-cold water soon woke one up in the 
morning. 

The day started at 8 a.m. when the Cook 
Patrol for that day commenced preparing 
breakfast which was supposed to be at 9 a.m. 
Instead of bread, bannock was made and for 
a change raisins were added. Bannock con
sists of flour, water, lard, baking powder, saIl 
and milk and is cooked in a frying pan. 

The time quickly went with the girls pass
ing tests; collecting wild flowers which they 
pressed and on their return to the settlement 
one of the school teachers showed them how 
to frame their collection; a half-day hike and 
a full-day hike. A little drift wood and some 
moss were collected for the camp fires, which 
were held in the evening in daylight, as there 
is 24 hours of sun at this time of year 

On Friday, 3rd, boats arrived to take all the 
equipment and everyone back to the settle
ment. The 26 Guides and six Guiders had an 
enjoyable time at camp and now the Guides 
are talking about next year and of course the 
Pond Inlet Company wants to come 'to Arctic 
Bay. 

The one disadvantage of having a camp the 
second week in July we discovered was that 
it coincided with the time that the mos
quitoes arrived (and they only last a week 
or two here) , and the northern mosquitoes 
seem to bite twice as hard when compared to 
those in the south! 

-From the "Canadian Guider" 

* * * 
FROM THE "CANADIAN 
GUIDER'S" MAILBAG 

Dear Editor, 

* 

On Monday I received my CANADIAN 
GUIDER. Although it was the day I meet 
with my Br·)wnie Pack, I took out time to 
read the message of the Chief Commissioner, 
Mrs. Clysdale. 

Mrs. Clysdale spoke of a letter she re
ceived, and that set me thinking. Guides and 

Continued on page 185 
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THIS IS THE 
LOCAL ASSOCIATION'S PAGE 

ACCEPTING A CHALLENGE 

Di covering a cure for cancer, designing a 
completely safe car, digging for rocks on the 
moon, delighting the capacity theatre with 
your performance or determining the course 
of a nation! Yes, these are challenges. 
Challenges which are exciting, frustrating 
and even lire-giving, but are ones which are 
confined to the relatively few. 

What about the challenges which face all 
people, everywhere, every day: 

To be honest when, so easily you could 
cheat; 

To be friendly when you have been 
slighted; 

To be obedient when you want to rebel; 
To have courage when you feel afraid; 
To be self controlled when you are angry, 

etc.? 
These are the challenges which, if accep

ted, make the world a better place in which 
to live, or if rejected, make the community 
all the poorer. 

Before any challenge is accepted it should 
be put to this test - will it benefit me, and 
will it help other people. If the answer is 
"yes" action is needed. Some challenges can 
be carried out immediately - by making a 
'phone call, writing a letter or simply saying 
"yes" or "no", but others, like choosing a 
career, may take a long time to implement. 
Sometimes one successful challenge, com
pleted, means, an opportunity to accept 
another, and in this way, change opens up 
new horizons. It is well to remember that 
it has been said that challenges and changes 
are simply God's terms for continuing crea
tion. 

The first challenge of our life is taken al
most automatically when we cry at the 
touch of a doctor's hand. This is followed 
by the desire to eat, to talk, to walk, and 
then to ,attend kindergarten and school. 
Such changes are commensurate with 
growth and development, and to the teen
ager comes the decision of higher education 
or of joining the work force. Hand in hand 
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with such decisions are the big ones of the 
first date, the engagement and the marriage. 
When full adult life is reached there are the 
challenges of business or professional suc
cess or failure, and to the older folk comes 
the awareness of life in a more limited cap
acity. 

Yes, accepting challenges is a day to day 
routine, but it i when the big challenge 
confront us that the true test of character 
shines through. 

Brownies, guides and ranges are given 
many directives in their promises and laws 
and added to these are the opportunities of 
accepting challenges with their patrol and 
company friends. With other members of 
the movement they can help plan functions, 
camps, etc., and learn the joy of comrade
ship while they are tackling their problems. 
This combined programme builds confidence 
in the shy girls, develops leadership in the 
able ones, and gives them all a chance to 
give service to the community. Every small 
step forward is a stepping stone to a greater 
endeavour. Every challenge neglected is a 
step backwards, for in life there is no stand
ing still. The world is like a mosaic - each 
of us is seen as a complement, one to 
another, and accepting worthwhile chal
Jenges enables us to have a real purpose in 
life. It is far better to have tried and failed, 
than never to have tried at all, and if, when 
looking at the challenges which confront you 
in the year ahead, you feel afraid, then you 
can do no better than to read again the now 
famous words of Minnie Hosken-

"Go out into the darkness, and put your 
hand into the hand of God, 

That 3hall be better to you than a light, 
and safer than a known way." 

-Marjory Lane, North Balwyn 

MOUNT BEAUTY 
Guest speaker at the annual meeting of 

the MOUNT BEAUTY DISTRICT was the 
local Forestry Officer, and the girls tried to 
identify his forest specimens. The S.E.C. 
presented each girl with a gift bookmark 
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representing love of trees and encouraging 
bushfire prevention. 

HAMILTON DISTRICT 
HAMILTON District sent us this account 

of the unveiling of a plaque at their Guide 
Hall by Mrs. C. O. Fairbairn, Life Vice-Presi
dent of the Girl Guides of Australia. The 
plaque records the gratitude of the Associa
ton in Hamilton for the combined assistance 
of Apex, Rotary and Lions, in adding exten
sions to the hall. 

The President of the Local Association wel
comed the Mayor, club representatives, 
Region Commissioner, parents and friends. 

The basket of flowers presented to Mrs. 
Fairbairn by a Brownie Guide had been 
made by one of the Guides. 

For some years the Local Association has 
worked and planned to extend their hall, 
built in 1955, to meet the growing needs of 
the District, also a well equipped kitchen, 
shower rooms and toilets and Guider ' meet
ing room have now been added. 

After the unveiling, the girls presented a 
short pageant telling the story of Guiding in 
England and the original Hamilton Guide 
Company. 

The plaque, made by Mrs. Ferrier of 
Coleraine, is in the shape of a trefoil with 
the badges of Apex, Rotary and Lions super
imposed on the leaves. Made of beaten 
copper and enamel, it is most unusual and 
effective. 
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DIMBOOLA-RED CENTRE SAFARI 
- Continued from page 180 

We found out that when it comes to wind 
and weather we will settle for our own Ridge 
Tents. The "umbrella" might be easy to 
erect and dismantle but is most unstable. 

Before lunch we were on our way again, 
thi. time heading for Alice Springs. 

We visited Stanley Chasm, called at Jay's 
Creek and enjoyed camel ride. To the er
vice at the United Church, the Flynn Mem
orial, where, after the service, we were invited 
to stay and look over the church and its 
memories of Flynn. We went to the Guide hall 
where the Alice Springs Guides and Brownie 
had a campfire waiting for us. We sang 
them our song'" and they enjoyed other songs 
with us. We did appreciate the supper they 
had for us too. 

We packed and cleaned up camp before 
going shopping in "Alice" and later we visited 
Flynn's grave in the shadow of Mt. Gillen. 

All too s90n it was time to leave for the 
airport, and we watched the red desert 
change to busy Adelaide from the windows 
of the Ansett jet. 

"Chorus of our song, which is sung to the 
tune of "Yellow Rose of Texas": 
We'll find fun and friendship, 

As Girl Guides always do; 
With Laws as bright as diamonds 

And our Promise true. 
Campfire songs to cheer us, 

Adventure is our quest 
As we travel down life's highway 

Prepared to do our best. 

Great Britain - Six Cub Scouts of the 2nd 
Reepham (Norfolk) Pack raised £100 for 
their new headquarters fund by an amazing 
feat of endurance. Instead of the usual 
sponsored walk or marathon, they main
tained strict silence for three hours! 

* * * * 

Impossible is a word found only in the dic
tionary of fools . 

-Napoleon I 
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FROM THE "CANADIAN GUIDER'S" 
MAILBAG - Continued from page 182 

Rangers are girls growing steadily toward 
young adulthood, so how w)uld the "wee 
folk" think? ... 

While each Sixer made a check of her six, 
we had time for a few whispered words. We 
decided to ask our girls: "What does 
Br·)wnies mean to you?" 

As our meeting progressed, it became time 
for Pow-wow; we gave each Brownie and 
Tweenie a piece of paper and made sure she 
had a pencil to write with. . . . Then I 
asked them to write down the first thing t.lat 
came to their mind, after Tawny, Snowy and 
I w,)uld whisper a question in their ear. 
Within minutes the girls turned their 
answers in to us, and were ready for Pow
wow . . .. 

I pr·)ceeded to read the answers and our 
Pow-wow had started. 

About a quarter of the girls wrote just one 
word "FUN"; talking it over, we all decided, 
it is quite important in the Brownie Pro
gramme; after all, we learn S'·) much quicker 
if it's Fun. Several others wrote, "It's nice"; 
certainly it's nice to belong and share and 
be happy. 

One Tweenie wrote: "It is hard" ; this led 
to a lively discussion, of how even though 
things might appear to be hard t'·) learn or 
do, they can be turned into a challenge en
joyed by the whole Pack; how the older 
Brownie not only can help her y·)unger 
friend at the meeting, but how Brownies can 
help and make things easier in many ways, 
wherever they happen to be, as long as they 
keep their Brownie Spirit with them 24 hours 
a day. 

We had a lively p.·)W-WOW with all of us 
taking an active part, discussing the meaning 
of responsibili ty, respect and obedience, 
which were some of the answers on those 
tiny pieces of paper. 

To sum it all up, I w·)uld like to quote a 
little girl, eight years of age, who has been 
an enrolled Brownie for just three months: 
"LITTLE PEOPLE HELPING BIG PEOPLE". 

-Ingeborg Fossett, Nels··)n, B.C. 

CHATTING WITH THE CHIEF 
. . . John Fischer put it: "The common 

characteristics of people make a community 
possible, but it is their unC0mmon qualities, 
their moral qualities that make it better". 

January/February, 1972 

That is our task in Guiding - to develop the 
uncommon qualities of the girls and adults 
working l'·)ge ther so that 'the community of 
our neighbourhood, of Canada, of the world 
will be made better. 

Don't let us be "Anti" as a p··)se. Don't 
let us spend our time doing nothing except 
examining go'als and each other's motives . 

Rather let us recognise our task-the same 
O'·)W as it was in the early days of Guiding 
- our task of helping achieve imaginative 
training for citizenship and life for our girls. 

In our changing world, as Guiders, as 
people, we are still interested in character· 
development. S··)meone has said that "char· 
acter is what we are when no one else is 
around". 

Character has a feeling for people, sym· 
pathy, a desire 'to help. Charac ter is not de
fined as "personality", the W'0rship of which 
is almost a cult. However character uoe~ 
add a subtle glow to all the rest (If a person' 
attributes. 

Character does O'·)t depend on talent but 
goes much deeper and is the most important 
thing that we can develop in our Packs, Com
panies, groups. In Guiding, we have 1 he 
basis for all '·)ur efforts - the Promise and 
Law. 

Happy Guiding to every onc of you. 

-Extracts from "Chatting with the Chief", 
"Canadian Guider" 

Work at camp 
-Photo by Paul Farey 
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CONGRATULATIONS to the recipients of 
the following:-
LONG SERVICE: 
Guider: 

15 years - Mrs. L. E. Cummings, Patchewol
lock); Irs. 1. Montgomery, Fairfield. 
Combined: 

Mrs. S. Carter, Mamoo; Miss A. M. Cerutty, 
Fcrntrce Gully; Miss L. Lambert, Fcrntrce Gully. 
Local Association : 

Irs. F. Duxon, Marnoo; Mrs. R. Handley. 
Tawonga. 
THANKS BADGE : 

Mr. J. K. 'V. Bethell, Britannia Park Commit
tee; Mr. R. Crothers, Stanhope; Mrs. M. M. 
Delaney, Katandra West; Mrs. R. Day, Yarraville; 
Mrs. E. Lyall , Yarraville; Mr. A. Lyall, Yarraville; 
Mr. A. Seivers, Yarraville; 1rs. J. Seivers, Yarraville; 
Mrs. P. Page, Yarra\'ille. 

APPOINTMENTS AND WARRANTS 
A warm welcome is extended to the fol

lowing:-
DIVISION COMMISSIONERS : 

Mrs. E. J. Duxson, Grampians; Mrs. B. r. 
~Iinogue, epean; Mrs. C. T. Casey, Southern 
Mallee (Acting). 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS : 

irs. W. A. Comerford, Dingee; Mrs. W. P. 
Baker, Ovcrport; Mrs. R. Suttie, Lalor; Mrs. B. H . 
Goss, Mt. Beauty; Mrs. F. r. Roberts, Merrigum; 
Mrs. J. R. Fisher, Hamilton; 1rs. G . A. Harris, 
Merino; Mrs. C. L. Chatham, Castlemaine; Mrs. 
A. r. Lacey, Assistant, Wattle Park. 
RANGER GUIDERS : 

Mrs. L. G. Garlick., Eltham; Mrs. G. R. N . 
Miller, "A.R.F. Skylark". 
ASSISTANT RANGER GUIDERS : 

Mrs. R. lIeine, Frankston; 1iss J. Ilollins, Caul
field . 
GUIDE GUIDERS : 

Mrs. E. K. Kennedy, 1st Goomong; Miss R. M. 
Cain, 1st Avoca; Mrs. K. McFarlane, 1st Drouin; 
~Irs. T. V. Roberts, 1st Highton; Mrs. . Steffen
son, 3rd Svndal orth; Mrs. A. W. Croad, 1st 
Sorrento; Mrs. . Rogers, 1st Boolarra; Mrs. G. B. 
Edgar. 6th Kew; Miss R. icholls, 1st 10ntrose; 
Mrs . K. R. Hutchinson, 2nd Mildura; Mrs. M. J. 
Savill, 1st IIevwood; Mrs. B. 'V Paton, 2nd Pucka
punval; Miss M. C. Littlejohn, 1st Toora; Miss K. 
Gardner, 1st Camgham; Miss A. Andrews, 2nd 
Alphington; Mrs. M. Jones, 1st North Sunshine; 
YIrs. M . \Vhite, 1st Macleod; Mrs. G. Shaw, 1st 
Yea; Mrs. A. Mallaney, 2nd Central Doncaster; 

fiss R. G. Griffin, 1st 'Vaverley orth; Miss R. 
Boucher, 1st Carisbrook; Miss P. 'Vade, 4th 
Brighton; Miss A. Cockerell, 1st Vic. Lone Coy.; 
Mrs. r. Smith, 1st Preston; Mrs. M. II. Cochrane, 
1st Lockington. 
ASSISTANT GUIDE GUIDERS: 

lrs. C. E. Nuske, 2nd Dimboola; Mrs. E. K. 
Greenwood, 1st Charlton; Mrs. M. E. Atkinson, 
1st Davlesford; Mrs. L. C. Mullen, 2nd West Don
caster; Mrs. M. E. Scott, 2nd West Doncaster; Miss 
L. Reynolds, 5th Mt. Waverley; Mrs. S. Smith, 1st 
Scoresby; Mrs. P. Hutchinson, 1st Scoresby; Miss 
J. A. Carlson, 6th Kew; Miss S. Campbell, 1st 

186 

Grantville; Iiss R. E. Roach, 1st orth Balwvn; 
"drs. D. F. King, 1st Highton; Miss II . Hyatt, 2nd 
,\lphington; 1iss r. Ziino, 1st Fairfield; 1rs. r. C. 
Legg, 1st orth Sunshine; Irs . D . Gorman, 1st 
Yea; 'Vlrs. K. Tobias, 1st Yea; Mrs. D. Edser, 3rd 
\I itcham; Mrs. G. L. Behrens, 1st Leitchville; 
Miss R. A. \\,iIIiamson, 1st 'Vavcrlev orth; Mrs. 
F. 1. Thorogood, 3rd Glenroy; Mrs. W. I-I. 
Il owieson, 6th Beaumaris; Mrs. R. B. Simpson, 1st 
Beaumaris; Miss M. Vv'yeth, 1st Traralgon; Mrs. J. 
Brown, 3rd Syndal North; Miss L. Amor, 1st 
Canterbury; Mrs. A. C. Currie, 2nd Shepparton; 
t\fis E. Pihlau, 1st Edithvale; 1rs. C. r. Baskett, 
1st Edithvale; Miss S. H. Austin, 2nd Ringwood. 
BROWNIE GUIDERS: 

~lrs. R. D. II all, 1st Tallygaroopna; Mrs. J. 'V. 
t\ IcCracken, 1st Berwick; Mrs. A. Braithwaite, 1st 
Drouin; Miss E. K. Brown, 1st Hallam; Mrs. K. 
Driscoll, 3rd Rosebud; Mrs. L. 'Valler, 1st Higbett; 

Irs. K. Goodall , 1st Cowes; Mrs. . D. Fresh-
water, 1st Rosedale; Mrs. R. aughton, 1st Bir
chip; ~Irs. G. J. Bray, 1st Mildura; Mrs. B. Hold
ing, 2nd East Doncaster; 1iss K. Rye, 1st North 
Sunshine; Mrs . D. M. Dubens, 1st Gisbome; Mrs. 
R. G. Gregory, 3rd Sale; Mrs. J. Weatherhead, 3A 
Geelong; ~Irs. N. Cusworth , 2nd Glen Iris; Mrs. 
'V. G . Hogg, 3rd Karingal; Mrs. K. W. Lewis, 1st 
Crowlands; Mrs. J. R. Broadbent, 3rd Central 
Doncaster; Mrs. K. Parker, 1st Carisbrook; Mrs. A. 
G. Flcming, 2nd Thomastown; Mrs. R. F . Ander
son, 2nd Moorleigh; Mrs. J. Shepllerd, 1st Sea 
Lake; 1\Iiss R. 1\1. Willis, 1st KOD-Wee-Rup. 
ASSISTANT BROWNIE GUIDERS : 

Mrs. R. r. Fairbairn, 2nd Bentleigh East; Miss 
J. Bertram, 2nd Yarram; 1iss J. Barnes, 1st Tally
garoopna; Mrs. r. F. Hauenstein , 1st Wallington; 
1\ lrs. A. C. Rogerson, 3rd Ocean Grove; Miss C. 
Ansell, 3rd Danclenong; Mrs. N. , V. Bedggood, 1st 
Stratford; Mrs. B. C. Mouat, 1st Heyfield; Mrs. 
C. B. ' Villa ton, 1st Shepparton; Miss S. M. Epps, 
4th Sunshinc 'Vest; Mrs. J. T. S. Dennis, 1st Rose
dale; Miss D. Fowkes, 1st Fawkner; Miss IT. 
Patullo, 1st Fawkner; Mrs. \V. V. McMahon, 1st 
North Croydon; Miss G. Heap, 1st Fairfield; Mrs. 
P. YIcOuade, 3rcl ewborough; Mrs. E. M. Stracl
lI'ick, 2nd Kew; Mrs. R. M. Brown, 2nd Waverley 
. orth; Mrs. 'V. Cain , 1st Carisbrook; Mrs. R. E. 
T1anncll , 1st Cohuna; Mrs. . J. E. \Villiams, 4th 
Svndal j orth; Irs. B. van den Ende, 2nd Tatura; 
\Irs. r. A. Young, 2nd Moorleigh . 

* * * * 
REGISTRATIONS : 

1st orth Fawkner Coy.; 3rd Monbulk Pack; 
Springvale North (Yarri) Unit; 4th Glen Waverley 
Coy.; 4th Brighton Coy.; 4th Doncaster Coy.; 4th 
Kerrimuir Coy.; 1st Moyhu Coy.; 1st Coolaroo 
COY. 

* * * * 
RETIREMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

We acknowledge with gratitude the ser
vices given by the following whose Warrants 
have been returned :-
RE GION COMMISSIONER 

'vlrs. S. G. Oram, Assistant, Mornington Penin
sula. 
DIVISION COMMISSIONERS : 

Mrs. A. V . Martin, Grampians; Mrs. R. 
Knowles, LilydaJe; Mrs. S. Williams, Nepean. 
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DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS : 
Mrs. C. H. Butson, Monash; Mrs. J. D. Sawyer, 

East Loddon; Mrs . F . H. Tubb, Euroa; Mrs. E. 
Collins, Plenty-Diamond Creek; Mrs . W . J. Bur
~ess, East Malvern-Gardiner; Mrs. M. E. Jarrett, 
,Villiamstown; Mrs. D . H. T. Shaw, Surrey; Mrs. B. 
D. Ward, Waverley orth; Mrs. r. S. Doggett, 
Glen \Vaverley; Mrs. P. E. Churton, Tawonga; 
Mrs. W . L. Pea riess, Sorrento; Mrs. A. M . Houston, 
Merrigum; Mrs . A. M. Calvert, Streatham; Mrs. I. 
M. Bickley, Caramut; Mrs. G . V. Lardner, Waaia; 
Mrs. M. R. Findlay, Mt. Beauty; Mrs. E. R . 
Robinson . Castlemaine. 

RANGER GUIDERS : 
Mrs. D. C. Hayman, Wodonga; Mrs. F. T. 

Roberts, Merrigum. 

ASSISTANT RANGER GUIDERS : 
Mrs. G. T. Flower, "S.R.S . Cerebus"; Mrs. G . 

R. N. Miller, "A.R.F. Skylark". 

'GUIDE GUIDERS : 
Mrs. r. M. Murfett, 2nd Maryvale; Miss D. J. 

Sparkman, 9th Ballarat; Mrs. N . J. Greenbank, 1st 
Carngham; Mrs. G. Haby, 1st Dimboola; Mrs . E. 
Pannell, 1st Sea Lake. 

ASSISTANT GUIDE GUIDERS : 
Miss S. 'Williamson, 1st Toorak; Mrs. A. VV. 

Croad, 1st Sorrento; Mrs. N. Rogers, 1st Boolarra; 
Miss L. Abblitt, 2nd East Doncaster; Mrs. W . A. 
Collins, 2nd Mt. Beauty; Miss K. Gardner, 1st 
Carngham; Mrs. V. King, 1st 0ueenscl iff; Miss G . 
Aus, 3rd North Ringwood; Miss L. Frew, 2nd Dim
boola; Mrs. J. H. J. Hendriks, 1st Corryong; Miss 
J. J. Day, 2nd Yarraville; Mrs. J. M. Schutte, 3rd 
Maryvale; Miss R. Boucher, 1st Carisbrook. 

BROWNIE GUIDERS : 
Mrs. L. M. Smith, 1st Horsham; Mrs. M. C . Dris

coll , 1st Ultima; Mrs . B. M. Huggard, 2nd Sheppar
ton; Miss L. \Vhiteley, 4th North Balwyn; Mrs. S. 
Berry, 4th Ringwood; Mrs. D. R. Drysdale, 6th 
Preston; Mrs. A. V. Grigg, 5th Moorleigh; Mrs . M . 
R . Page, 1st Mt. Clear; Miss H . M. George, 2nd 
Kerang; Mrs. R . G. Crothers, 1st Stanhope; Mrs. 
T. L. Stephens, 3rd Yarraville. 

ASSISTANT BROWNIE GUIDERS : 
Mrs. D. Kooperrnan, 4th St. Kilda; Mrs. K. Dris

coll , 3rcl Rosebud; Miss M. K. Spear, 3rd North 
Balwyn; Miss A. L. Bailey, 1st Mt. Clear; Mrs. J. 
E. Schurer, 1st Oak Park; Mrs. K. A. Bucknall , 1st 
Carisbrook; Mrs . M. Jackson, 3rd Sale; Mrs. K. W. 
Lewis, 1st Crowlands; Mrs. G . Prewett, 1st Corio. 

* * * * 
No one gets into trouble without hIS own 

help. - Danish Proverb. 

Nature never hurries; '<ttom by atom, little 
by little, she achieves her work. - Emerson. 

January/ February, 1972 

FROM THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER'S 
PEN-CEYLON 
Dear Friends, 

We have just started on a new venture
organizing a kind of Guide programme for 
the working girls of Messrs. Jafferjee 
Brothers who live in a hostel on their fac
tory premises in Wellampitiya. Every Pre
Poya a group of Rangers together with Mrs. 
Shei la Pereira spend over three hours from 
9 a.m. - 12 noon teaching English, toy-making, 
handicrafts, etc. Mrs. Pereira is responsible 
for the English class and Sriyani Rana
singhe, a young Guider, is at the moment 
responsible for the teaching of "How to 
make soft toys and stuffed dolls." The out
put of stuffed dogs was remarkable and 
p lanned to every detail of colour. The Rag 
dolls are still "taking shape." The girls have 
had four classes now and last week a lesson 
in World Geography was introduced. 

I myse lf attended two sessions and I am 
not sure who enjoys the class more-the 
teachers or the pupils! 

Good wishes, 
Mrs. S. S. WIJESINHA 

Chief Commissioner, Ceylon. 
(From the "Trainee.") 

BRITANNIA PARK - Cont. from page 179 

THE THANK YOU CHALET 
This little home is for the use of all adult 

members of the Movement, either active or 
retired . Anyone over the age of 16 is wel
come to stay there. Miss Holtz will take the 
bookings, her telephone number is 824661. 
The rental is $2.50 per person per 24 hours 
and this includes lighting and fuel. The ac
commodation is first class motel accommo
dation, except that television is not provided. 
We hope very much that the rental will help 
to payoff the money still owing for the 
Thank You Chalet. We are having to borrow 
about $1400 from the building pool fund and 
this we have said we will pay back in fiv e 
years, so we will need to continue to raise 
money for it. We hope members of the 
Movement will remember that this is a way 
to say thank you for someone or something 
and that gifts will be recorded in the beauti
ful thank you book_ 

My gratitude to you all for your friendship 
and help to me during my years -as convenor 
and especially your help in making the 
Thank You Chalet a dream come true. 

God bless you all. 
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ARE YOU EARNING INTEREST 
ON YOUR MONEY? 

Headquarters has a self-help scheme called 
the Building Pool, brief details of which are 
as follows: 

Money loaned to the Building Pool Fund 
is 'in turn loaned to other District Local As
sociations requiring a balance in order to 
commence building or make alterations or 
extensions to an existing building. These 
Local Associations granted loans usually 
have money on deposit in the Fund, which 
they withdraw at the same time. So that the 
Building Pool Fund may continue to have 
sufficient money to continue to help Districfs 
by making loans, new depositors are needed 
all the time. 

Money on deposit in the Fund need not 
necessarily be money raised for building 
purposes, but can be any surplus funds not 
immediately required by a Local Association 
or other group. 

If you know of any Local Associations or 
groups in your area who are holding surplus 
funds would you please pass on the follow
ing information which we hope will be of 
interest to them. 
(a) Money deposited in the Building Pool 

Fund would be safe, being guaranteed 
by the Association. 

(b) The amount deposited will earn interest 
at the rate of 5 per cent per annum pay
able, on the daily balance, half-yearly to 
31st March and 30th September. 

(c) Their deposit can be added to from time 
to time by an amount fo $20 or multiples 
of $20. 

(d) Their deposit will be returned to them 
when they require it, provided that no~ 
less than one month's notice was given 
to allow Headquarters time to arrange 
finances accordingly. 

If any group decides to make a deposit all 
they need to do is to send a cheque for the 
amount to Headquarters stating that they 
wish it to be deposited in the Association's 
Building Pool Fund and give the name of 
the Local Association or group making the 
deposit. 

Remember this Scheme was implemented 
so that one District could help another -
you never know when your District may 
need help. 

But, Lord, 

I've always bought brown sugar 
in square boxes 
with brown letters on the box. 

I saw the plastic bags of sugar in the grocery 
store yesterday. 

I could tell by looking that this was a better 
way. The strong, airctight bags would 
keep the sugar soft and usable. 

But I've always bought brown sugar 
in boxes. 
And I reached for the box. 

Now, back at home, I wonder why. 

Lord, why are we . . . 
why am I .. . 
so reluctant to change old ways? 
Some old ways are valid, 
but some need changing. 

And I cling to square boxes with unthinkinJ" 
tenacity, just because I've always bought 
square boxes. 

That is not reason enough. 
Times have changed - and are changing 

so fast it makes my head swim. 
I am obligated to face my days intentionally! 

The container that brown sugar comes in 
is no great thing. 

But there are other, weightier matters 
that require rethinking - and perhaps 
revising. 

If I am going to live significantly, 
I must make my big decisions 

purposefully, 
intentionally, 
comprehensively. 

"New occasions teach new duties; Time 
makes ancient good uncouth. 

They must upward still, and onward, who 
would keep abreast of Truth." 

Forgive my square boxes. 
Amen 

-From "Bless this Mess and other Prayers" 
by J 0 Carr and Imogene Sorley, published 
by Abingdon Press, New York. Printed by 
permission. 
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