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1972 COMBINED TREFOIL GUILD AND 
BADEN POWELL SCOUT GUILD 
"THINKING DAY" AND 
FOUNDER'S COMMEMORATION 
RESIDENTIAL WEEKEND 

The annual Fellowship weekend took place 
at the National Fitness Camp, Olinda Creek, 
Mt. Evelyn, on 18th, 19th and 20th February. 
After all the torrential rains of the previous 
week, we were fortunate in having perfect 
weather for the weekend. On the afternoon 
of Saturday, after a flag break, the National 
Anthem and Opening Prayer, we were intro
duced to Rev. Alan Matheson, Social Worker 
for the Experimental Migrant Programme 
conducted by the Victorian Council of 
Churches; whose talk was very thought pro
voking. 

Judge Norris moved a vote of thanks to 
the guest speaker and a collection was taken 
up and handed to Rev. Matheson for his 
work. The members of the Guilds then 
renewed their Promises. 

After afternoon tea there was a fellowship 
hour with Mr. Homer Fraser telling of the 
financial success of the 9th General Assembly 
and reading many of the "thank you" letters 
from the various overseas visitors. Then 
followed many reminiscences humorous and 
otherwise, of the days of the G.A. and the 
adventure tour. In the evening we were 
entertained by the Coonimbil Branch of the 
Baden Powell Scout Guild, it was all great 
fun and we thoroughly enjoyed joining in 
some of the items. 

On Sunday morning Gui ld 's Own was con
ducted by Lloyd Markham with Mr. Braim 
as guest speaker. After Guild's Own Mr. 
Braim, who is a member of the "Talking 
Book" committee and Honorary Appeals 
Organiser of the Braille Library, gave us an 
educational talk on the history and services 
provided by the Braille Library, which made 
us all very desirous of doing something to 
help some of our blind friends to be sup
plied with "Talking Book" equipment. 

A collection was taken up to present to 
Mr. Braim in the wonderful work being done 
by the Association for the Blind. After 
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lunch Isobel ca lled the Trefoil Guild mem
bers together to discuss various arrange
ments for the coming year. This year the 
B.P.S.G. outnumbered the T.G. - it was 
really wonderful to se~ so many new faces 
and welcome the young families to the 
weekend, and we do hope they will come 
again and bring more friends to next year's 
camp. 

We 'all departed for home feeling very 
happy and refreshed from the fellowship 
and friendship; we had enjoyed meeting old 
friends and new at the gathering. 

-Dulcie Walker, 
1st Ballarat Trefoil Guild 

{ 

(From the Ballarat "Courier") 
The work of a probation officer was out

lined by Mrs. G. T. Gurrie at the 22nd annual 
meeting of the 1st Ballarat Trefoil Guild . 

Their work involved getting to know the 
background of each child, trying to place 
yourself in their situation and doing all that 
was possible to assist them. The work was 
time-consuming; very rewarding but some
times heart-breaking but these setbacks were 
part of probation work, she said. 

Mrs . Gurrie also spoke of Lisa Lodge, .a 
home to any girl in need of help. Since its 
inception, about 30 girls have gone through 
the home, which is undenominational. 
Each girl paid board and assisted in the 
home with the housework and cooking. They 
are permitted to keep pets and there was no 
restriction on vi itors to the home. 

Ear lier the president of the guild, Mrs. K. 
Walker, welcomed to the meeting the divi
sion commissioner, the president of the divi
sion council, and members of the Waminda 
Guild. 

In the annual report, it was stated that the 
highlight of the year was the 21st birthday 
celebrations of the guild. This took the form 
of a buffet meal attended by 70 people. 

During the year, the death occurred of 
foundation and life member Mrs. Grace 
Davies. 

(Continued on page 221) 
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FROM OUR STATE COMMISSIONER 
Dear Victoria, 

By this time you will all know the sad 
news that our Chief Commissioner, Mrs. 
Price, is not well enough to make the tour 
with me around the State at the end of April. 
She is greatly distressed at this cancellation 
and asks me to convey her regrets to you all 
at not being able to participate in the many 
events organised in all Regions and all sec
tions of the Movement. 

We hope that she will soon be over the ill
ness which incapacitated her during January 
and will regain full health so that she can 
perform the very great responsibilities which 
she has accepted (on our behalf) to her satis
faction. 

"Chief Commissioner, we in Victoria send 
our love and our best wishes for your rapid 
and complete recovery." 

February again and back to routine - al
though Guiding should never \ be strict 
routine - we must resist any tendency to 
get into a rut or we will become dull and our 
training programme will be the poorer. 

* * * * I hope that your participation in conserva-
tion schemes is not lessening with this new 
year; we began to achieve much in 1971 and 
must maintain and widen our efforts even 
when we cease to wear the badge at the end 
of June. 

I represented the Association at the in
augural meeting of the Keep Melbourne 
Beautiful Citizens' Committee in February 
and submitted a recommendation to the 
Executive Committee that we become 
active participants in this scheme. This 
was subsequently approved. Although this 
is of immediate concern to the Melbourne 
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City area, the projects undertaken will un
doubtedly interest all our members and our 
delegate will be able to pass on information 
which can be used in many other districts. 

* * * * 
Attendance at the first Executive Commit

tee meeting for the year was cut drastically 
by the heaviest rain ever known in the city. 
A few of us who were at Headquarters dur
ing the early afternoon were snug and dry, 
some battled the elements to arrive (taking 
up to three hours to travel from the sub
urbs) , others just could not get through. 

The resignation of Mrs. R. E. Gray from 
the Executive Committee and the Building 
sub-committee was received with regret and 
many tributes were paid to the valuable con
tributions she has made to the deliberations 
of these committees. 

A casual vacancy was thus created and, at 
the meeting, Mrs. R. Molesworth was elected 
to fill this - I am pleased to report that she 
has subsequently agreed to serve in this 
capacity. 

It was decided to seek the help of the 
Region Commissioners in submitting names 
of personnel suitable to form a committee 
to study material from the National Youth 
Council of Australia and make recommenda
tions to the Executive Committee. 

Mter discussion of a suggestion that the 
Victorian Association appoint a Vice-Presi
derrt, the matter was referred to the State 
Council for its comments. 

Approval was given for a party of Rangers 
to visit Fiji in 1973 and for a group of 
Rangers and Guides to visit Central Australia 
also during that year. 

On the recommendation of the Training 
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Committee, approval was given for the pre
sentation of the Brownie Training Certificate 
to Mrs. Nance Davis. 

There was discussion on the result of the 
questionnaires circulated to aid the recent 
survey on "new settlers" and Guiding. These 
had elicited only poor response but it is 
planned to take further action to activate 
interest in this field. 

As usual Thinking Day was celebrated in 
a variety of ways. The Ranger Adviser and 
I had an enjoyable weekend visit to Swan 
Hill and Lake Boga during which time we 
saw many of the interesting and historic 
things in the Division and met most of the 
Guiding personnel. Our visit was climaxed 
by a combined Founders'/Thinking Day Ser
vice and Pleasant Sunday Afternoon which 
attracted many sections of the community 
as well as Scouts and Guides. 

Representing Headquarters, Mrs. Hutchin
son was at Kyabram with Scouts and Guides 
at their Division function. 

A Thinking Day press luncheon was held 
at 20 Russell Street on 22nd and it was a 
great pleasure to have our Public Relations 
Adviser, Mrs. Lane, at the first major occa
sion after her new appointment. I welcome 
her to this office, knowing that she will be 
popular and successful in the exacting task 
she has undertaken with such enthusiasm. 

Delegates to the first Australian Child Wel
fare Conference were entertained by the Gov
ernment of Victoria at Parliament House 
that evening and, as the representative of 
the Association, I found it most gratifying to 
see, once again, the high esteem in which our 
Movement is held by Organisations involved 
in community service. 

My Thinking Day concluded happily with 
Rangers, Brownies and Guides of my own 
Division at a ceremony in the Botanic Gar
dens. 

If YOU missed out this year, plan to be 
involved on 22nd February, 1973; the 
strength of our world-wide Movement is 
vitally important to the success of our own 
Guiding. 

* * * * 
At a meeting of the finance sub-committee 

a report was received of continued and in-
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creasing interest in the Building Pool Fund. 
Do use this scheme of self-help as a reposi
tory for any loose funds your area may have 
and so enable other Regions, Divisions and 
Districts make their dreams come true. 

The quarterly meeting of Advisers oc
curred in February when plans, problems 
and reports were . presented and discussed. 
Each of the Advisers now heads a Committee 
with good cross representation, thereby en
suring excellent communication between the 
departments. 

I was privileged to perform the official 
opening of the Ferntree Gully Guide Hall on 
26th February. This functional bunding will 
be home to seven existing units, an active 
Trefoil Guild and a hard-working L.A. Fol
lowing its acquisition it is anticipated that 
other units can soon be started and so re
duce long waiting lists in the rapidly-growing 
District. 

The very hot weather of 27th February dis
suaded some people from attending the an
nual march-past and Founders'/Thinking Day 
Mass at St. Patrick's Cathedral, nevertheless 
more than a thousand participated in the 
service. 
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AND now I issue to each member of the 
Movement in Victoria a challenge! By the 
end of this year take action to increase your 
knowledge of Australia - KNOW YOUR 
AUSTRALIA. Films, television series, books, 
talks, bring interesting facets of life in other 
countries so that, even if we have not visited 
that country, we feel that we know and 
understand a great deal about it. 

AND yet we frequently find that some of 
our girls have scant knowledge of their own 
country - are ignorant of the most basic 
facts! 

Shortly the Advisers and I will be sending 
to all Districts literature designed to set the 
girls searching for knowledge of Australia. 
It may be that you will never need to impart 
it to a visitor, or use it overseas, but I am 
sure that you will find this a stimulating 
exercise and one that should lead to a 
greater awareness of our national heritage. 

Each one of the eight points of the training 
programme can be related to this project. 
"Finding out" will probably involve meeting 
with newcomers to the Australian commun
ity and this could serve as an introduction 
to Guiding as well as to local life and cus
toms. 

CAN YOU DESIGN A BADGE? To encour
age full participation, we plan to produce a 
badge and we invite members to submit 
designs. To avoid too much small detail if 
it is necessary for the drawing to be reduced 
in size, it should be planned for the badge 
to be 2" x 2" or 2 liz" and a maximum num
ber of three colours on a coloure·d back
ground may be used. Please submit your 
designs to me at Headquarters by the END 
OF MAY, marking the envelope "State Com
missioner's Challenge". Further information 
about the badge will be circulated after a 
selection has been made. No qualifications 
will be needed for possession of the badge, 
which will be on sale in the shop, but it is 
hoped that everyone who owns one will have 
accepted my challenge and be making an 
effort to widen her knowledge - KNOW 
YOUR AUSTRALIA. 

Best wishes to you all, 
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from NEW ZEALAND 
May I, through "Matilda", on behalf of the 

small New Zealand contingent (Julia Alien, 
Linda Burbidge, Shelley Holloway, Anne 
Jennings, Mary McGregor and Shirley Stew
art) extend our sincere thanks for the kind 
invitation to attend the all-Australian Dia
mond Jubilee Lone Camp held at Britannia 
Park. 

To our camp leaders and those responsible 
for the organisation of the camp, our Vic
torian hostesses and hosts and many others, 
we are deeply indebted for the wonderful 
welcome and hospitality received. 

Through the generosity of all concerned, 
we thoroughly enjoyed our short stay and 
wished it could ha·ve been a little longer. 
However, we are very thankful for small 
mercies and now we look forward to the 
time when we can come back to renew 
friendships made. 

Like most other campers, we arrived borne 
tired, but satisfied that although a Lone, we 
are alone no longer. Your distances are far 
greater than ours - our stretch of water is 
our biggest problem. 

The flame of friendships true, the joy 
we've had in knowing you will last our whole 
life through. 

Please accept this bumble THANK YOU 
from the bottom of our hearts. 

Greetings to you all, 

Gwenda Gutsell, Contingent Leader 

TREFOIL GUILD - Cont. !rom page 218 

Seven members from Ballarat went to 
New Zealand on the Trefoil Guild tour. 

Seven members also attended the general 
assembly of former scouts and guides lD 

Melbourne. 

Members assisted at the region camp at 
Lingbogol, the guild maintained Britannia 
Park for one day and 18 cushions were made 
by members and given to Lingbogol. Mem
bers supported the street stall on gala day 
and donations were sent to the "Thank You" 
Chalet fund and to Sangam. 

Members made jumpers for the Town and 
City Mission and a donation was given to 
the Christmas tree appeal. 
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· . . THINKING DA Y .. . 
This year, the Guides and Brownies of 

Grampians Division came from Ararat, 
Stawell, Crowlands, Marnoo and Great 
Western to celebrate "Thinking Day" in 
Stawell. We also had two visitors from 
Melbourne, Miss Margaret Callister and Miss 
Rae McPhee, Leaders of Essendon Ranger 
Unit. The highlight of the evening came 
after tea, eaten out-of-doors - a showing 
of films of our four world homes: Sangam 
with its swimming pool given by Australia; 
Our Chalet with its wonderful snowpeaks; 
Our Cabana with its colour and light. Un
fortunately, the slides of Olave House had 
been shown so often that they could not 
defeat the distance in our hall but there 
were scenes of an international camp in 
England, showing the warm friendship found 
throughout Guiding. With all these world 
friends, who would not want to do the round 
tour? 

Guides from Stawell and Great Western 
thanked our visitors, and read a world 
prayer. Of course, our donations to the 
Thinking Day Fund were not forgotten, col
lected in bags decorated with the flags of 
various Guiding countries. 

Supp'er, provided by Stawell L.A. con· 
c1uded a happy evening of thinking - and 
thanking. 

* * 
DEAR EDITOR, 

-Grampians Division 

* * 
Our "Thinking Day" ceremony was held at 

Ceres Lookout, overlooking Geelong. We ate 
our tea there and as we did so, we looked 
across the miles of land on every side and 
thought of all the different nationalities that 
were in Geelong. The evening was calm and 
as we prayed, the whole of the city of Gee
long seemed brighter than ever. The colour 
bearers stood on top of the hill, and every
one put their silver coin in a globe of the 
world. We were honoured by having Mrs. 
Govens, our Division Commissioner, present. 

The evening closed with Taps, and as we 
left, we were all thinking of all the other 
guides, brownies and rangers who, all over 
the world, were celebrating it with us. 

Yours sincerely, 
Wattle Patrol, 

1st Highton Coy. 
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To celebrate Thinking Day, 3rd Warrnam
bool company invited six people' from other 
countries to a guide meeting to tell us some
thing about their countries. 

Two girls, Margaret and Rathian, who 
came from Malaysia, performed one of their 
national dances. They held two saucers with 
a lighted candle on each and moved the 
saucers all round themselves using a lot of 
twisting movements of the arms and wrists 
and hands. They didn't have any music to 
dance to so another girl sang for them. 

Ella comes from Nauru. She talked about 
the island where she' was a guide and said 
that guiding is very popular. She told us it 
is only eight miles right around the island o~ 
Nauru. 

Sumunleeka, who comes from Thailand, 
also visited us. She said that guiding in 
Thailand had become very popular with the 
girls. She talked to us too of Bangkok, 
which is the city where she lives. 

Another visitor was Tomoko Shiota, from 
Japan. She a'ttended the Warrnambool High 
School last year as an exchange student. She 
talked of her school in Japan and the city 
she comes ~rom. She also showed us some 
lovely pictures of Japan. 

The only boy among our visitors was 
Hileel from the Lebanon. He told us about 
his country and his school in Lebanon, and 
about the subjects he studied. They included 
English, Arabic, French and history. 

Our international visitors all attend or 
have attended schools in Warrnambool. They 
wore colourful national costumes and ex
plained to us all about the costumes. 

We had a large map of the world pinned 
on a display board in the hall and. each 
visitor pointed out their country on the map 
so that the guides would know where all the 
countries were. 

The guides pinned a gum leaf on to a 
country on the map and specially thought of 
the guides in that country. The gum leaf 
was chosen of course because the gum is a 
native tre'e of Australia. Each guide gave a 
donation to help expand guiding throughout 
the world. 

(Continued on page 239) 
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My dear CONSERVATIONISTS, 

You will be interested in the number of 
Conservation Badges issued to those who a"re 
taking part in projects all over Victoria -
13,838 cloth badges and 365 metal badges. -
and there seems to be a general desire that 
the Conservation Badge should be a perma
nent part of the Guide programme. 

This does give you something to think 
about. It is a challenge to you. Can you 
maintain the effort you have already made? 

You will need to keep that "seeing eye" 
wide open to the needs of the world around 
you - and you will need to keep your own 
house in order. What I mean by that is - in 
the community you own Guide halls and 
campsites - can you make them an example 
in beauty, order and design - in how they 
are maintained? 

It is a thrill to own your own campsite and 
a house on it, but they do need careful 
attention. 

In the beginning the surrounding bush 
may be teeming with wildflowers and flower
ing shrubs. I think it is the wildflowers that 
suffer most; we establish paths and un
consciously we tread down a small but 
beautiful little plant, and gradually under 
the pressure of many feet something is lost. 

Do we need to establish "s·anctuaries" 
where we learn to look and listen and tread 
lightly? 

April, 1972 

"I love all beauteous things, 
I seek and adore them; 

God hath no better praise, 
And man in his hasty days 

Is honoured for them. 

I too will something make 
And joy in the making; 

Although tomorrow it seem 
Like empty words of a dream 

Remembered on waking." 

(Robert Bridges) 

* 
If I have failed to acknowledge some 

letters, please forgive me, and know that all 
have been read with interest and apprecia
tion. Extracts from those presenting new 
ideas about conservation have been printed 
in "Matilda" and encouraged others. 

We'll never know an end to the increase 
from the seeds sown (in more ways than 
one) during Conservation Year. They'll keep 
on growing, as long as they're tended. 

-Clare Broadhurst 

* * * * 
Extracts from letters received: 

1st MARVSV'ILLE GUIDES 
"Mr. Morrison, the Forest Commission offi

cer at Marysville, has come along for a 
couple of evenings to tell us about conserva
tion. It has been very interesting and we 
have learnt a lot. We went up to Lake 
Mountain and planted trees in a clearing 
there. We have a conservation book which 
we use each night. The Patrol Leaders write 
down what each person has seen during the 
week which is native to Australia." 

1st ULTIMA GUIDES 
. . . have taken full care of the local war 
memorial which was in a state of neglect. 

"We chipped weeds and mowed grass with 
motor mowers and planted two trees 
Knife Leaf Wattles. We also cleaned up 
footpaths around the memorial. 

Although the year of Conservation is clos
ing, we intend this to be a permanent effort 
towards conservation by keeping the grass 
cut, making a rockery and planting at least 
two trees or shrubs each year." 
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2nd STRATHMORE BROWNIES 

"We collected buckets and walked to 
Napier Park where we set out collecting all 
the rubbish lying about the park. By the 
time we had finished we had filled an enor
mous plastic bag. We would like all girls 
and boys to keep their city clean." 

3rd HORSHAM GUIDES 

. . . have been cleaning up rubbish along 
the river bank ... and organised "a slide 
evening, made possible through contaCts 
with Mr. Gillespie (Forestry Commission), 
Mr. Cahill (Soil Conservation) and Mr. 
Thomas (Fishery and Wildlife). They 
showed when too much vegetation had been 
removed, water rushed over the land causing 
erosion; what kind of trees grew on certain 
types of soil and where these trees could be 
found; and other slides showed birds, fish 
and wild flowers, mainly in the Wimmera 
area." 

These three men also conducted an excur
sion to the Grampians. Trees we're identified 
and their relationship to different soils dem
onstrated. Question time followed both the 
slide night and the excursion. Twenty 
species of trees and wildflowers were name
tagged at a nursery to constitute a Kim's 
Game. 

"Before receiving our badges we had to 
explain the badge and answer questions on 
all that had previously taken place, e.g. what 
do we do with plastic containers; three ways 
in which we study conservation in camp life, 
etc. Next year we hope to continue with 
conservation." 

1st BOX HILL BROWNIES 

"Twelve trees were planted (in the Mem
orial Park) - one for each brownie pack 
and guide unit and one for the Local Asso
ciation. We are very grateful to the council 
who let us plant the trees in the park and 
gave us the trees. We called our tree Mr. 
Bobble because it had knobbly bumps on its 
trunk. It was a gum tree. Now the earth 
is filled in you can't see the bumps, but we 
still call it Mr. Bobble. Some of the brownies 
live near the park and they let us know how 
the tree is. It is growing well." 
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ABERFELDIE DISTRICT 

Brownies and Guides travelled by bus to 
Rowallan campsite where "we planted five 
native Australian trees and weeded the ones 
planted at various other visits." 

The most exciting bit of their letter: " ... 
it was raining slightly ... we climbed the 
hill and saw two kangaroos carrying joeys. 
We were really excited but we kept quiet so 
we could watch them." 

BROWNIE REVELS 

On Saturday I went to Antonio Park with 
the Brownies. When everyone got there we 
put our money in a box and then we played 
games. We were given an eye patch and a 
ring to put on. After we played games it 
was lunch time, I had a can of lemonade and 
a bag of twisties, we all had a sausage sizzle. 

The Rangers cooked our lunch. Mter our 
lunch we had a treasure hunt. We had to 
look ~or coloured leaves, bark and stones. 
There were lovely wild flowers which we did 
not pick. I went hunting with Dianne and 
we nearly got lost but we found the others. 
We saw a pond and I heard a frog croak. 
We went back with our things and we made 
some aboriginal things. Mter that we 
played a game called Find Your Partner 
then the Guiders threw up the jelly babies 
for us to catch. I caught nearly every one. 

We got our things we had brought and 
then my mother and father came to pick me 
up. 

-Jennifer Bark, 
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STAMPS - SHEKELS 
(SAVE - SORT - SOAK - SELL) 

STAMP SAVING as a THRIFT effort can 
benefit Guide funds, whether locally or fo~ 
the various Headquarter's projects. Pro
ceeds from central stamp sales have been 
allocated recently to purchase a front door 
mat and an electric kettle for the new Chalet 
at Britannia Park, and a donation was also 
made to the building fund. The electric 
clocks were bought for our Guide Head
quarters, and a cash gift made to the library. 

* Preparation of stamps is simple, is done 
at home, in any room, at any time, so, to coin 
a phrase - "no worries" ! 

The following outline of what to do, will 
assist all who wish to help in doing stamps 
to aid our funds. 

* SAV;E and collect stamps from friends, 
businesses, etc. Tear or cut envelopes well 
away from stamps so no damage to the per
forations, but discard all bent, dirty, torn, 
etc. ones, as these are not suitable for sale. 

* SORT stamps at this stage to save time 
later, and keep all the blue paper backed 
ones in a separate pile (see soak). 

* SOAK each lot of sorted stamps in a shal-
low dish of clean, room temperature water 
(slightly tepid in winter), to remove old 
paper and all old gum. To dry, place 
stamps carefully, face down for preference, 
on clean absorbent paper - for this butch
ers' white wrapping is excellent. The blue 
backs, referred to above, can be done a few 
at a time, floated for a few minutes in 
another dish, and until the paper comes 
away, then placed into the main dish to 
remove gum; or by peeling the blue off the 
white paper - a bit difficult at first, but 
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usually possible. Use clean water for each 
lot, and do not do too many, or leave stamps 
in water too long each time. When dry, pack 
each lot into used window faced or other old 
envelopes, seeing that each stamp lies flat . 

* 
SELLING of stamps is done through a 

stamp dealer, who advises how he wishes to 
purchase them; usually in lots of 100's for 
common varieties, but lesser numbers for 
some special issues. The counting is not 
necessary if stamps are sent in to Miss L. E. 
Cuzens, 12 Cowderoy Street, S t. Kilda, 3182. 
Senders should note the following charge5i 
for postage: up to 2 oz., 7c; 3 to 4 oz., 12c; 
5 to 8 oz., 18c, 9 to 16 oz., 24c. Do not waste 
ounces, and do weigh wrapping with the 
stamps. 

-Lorna E. Cuzens 

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 
50th BIRTHDAY AND JUBILEE STAMP 

Aviation, both civil and military, has 
played an important part in the development 
of Australia, and this has been reflected in 
postage stamps, from the Kingsford Smith 
and air mail issues of 1929-30, to the more 
recent Hargrave, Ross Smith, Duigan Broth· 
ers and Qantas stamps, also those issued for 
the R.A.A.F. anniversary on 9th June, 1971. 

In 1911, the Australian Government bought 
734 acres of land at Point Cook, near Mel· 
bourne, for a military aviation base, and in 
August, 1914, the first organised military fly
ing course began there, with a Bristol Box
kite, two BE2As and two Deperdussin moner 
planes (one of which is still preserved in the 
R.A.A.F. Museum). 

In February, 1915, just after the outbreak 
of World War I, the Government of India re
quested Australia to supply airmen for ser
vice in Mesopotamia, so pilots from the first 
Point Cook training course were selected and 
served with distinction in Mesopotamian 
campaigns against the Turks. 
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In response to a suggestion from the Brit
ish Government, the first full Australian 
squadron was formed - No. 1 Squadron, 
Australian Flying Corps - and sailed for 
Egypt on 16th March, 1916 ; the first complete 
squadron ever sent abroad by any Dominion 
country. In all, four squadrons were formed 
and served in the First War, and were dis
banded at its end, to be replaced by the Aus
tralian Air Corps. The Australian Air Force 
became official on 31st March, 1921, with the 
prefix "Royal" added later in the year. 

Since 1929 the R.A.A.F. has provided air· 
craft in the Australian Antarctic Territory, on 
mapping and exploration missions. During 
World War II the R.A.A.F. served in all Euro
pean and Pacific theatres of war, with great 
distinction. 

Other R.A.A.F. bases are situated at Rich· 
mond, N.S.W.; Amberl'ey, Old.; Pearce, W.A.; 
and Edinburgh, S.A. 

-Extracted from : "Philatelic Bulletin", 
Vol. 18, No.6, June, 1971 

BROWNIE REVELS 

Last Saturday when I went to the Brownie 
Revels we first waited for the other Brownies 
to come, so we played on the swings and 
there were three packs - 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
Blackburn South . The name of the place 
was called Antonio Park. When ail of the 
Brownies were there we went to the picnic 
grounds and got in line and we got a patch 
for one eye, like a pirate, and then we got a 
name tag. After that we put our five cents 
in a little box and we got a ring with a 
rubber-band to hold it on our ear. Then we 
played games and while we were playing 
some Rangers started to cook sausages. 
When we finished playing games we ate our 
sausages. 

We also brought a drink, some fruit and a 
piece of cake. Then we played Find Your 
Partner, and were given jelly babies. When 
there were no more questions we had to 
stand in a line and Brown Owl, Wise Owl 
and Tawny threw the jelly babies and every
one tried to catch them. Then we went to 
the bush and we had to find objects to make 
a pirate's map which we laid on the ground. 
After Brownie Ring it was time to go home. 

226 

-Kirsten De Haas, 
2nd Blackburn South Pack 

A MESSAGE -
from the State Camping Adviser 

After many months of searching 
the Momington Peninsula we have 
at last purchased a seaside camping 
area at Shoreham. 

It is 36 acres of gently sloping, 
grazing land, with lovely gum trees 
and a long creek frontage. This 
delightful spot is only half a mile 
from the Shoreham beach where 
one is able to swim, surf, and collect 
gemstones and shells. 

It will be some months before 
anyone can camp there as we will 
have to put the water on, build an 
ablution block and put in a road and 
drainage. As you know, all this 
takes money! Could you start 
thinking and let me have any ideas 
on fund raising that you might have? 
A donation of any amount will be 
weicome. 

Remember this is your property, 
and the sooner we can start to plan 
and build, the quicker you will be 
able to camp there and have lots of 
fun and adventure. 
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~~~ TRAINING ~ PAGES ~s~s~ 
Assessing the Girl 

-----~-------- and interest badges, also the role of the 

BROWNIE SECTION 
"Look what I've done Brown Owl." "I've 

finished my ro-adway." "Mum says that I 
can go for my house orderly badge any day 
next week after school", etc. Do you have 
this problem of not being too sure, as to 
where and what the Brownies are doing? 
My dears, then you are suffering from the 90-
minute guiding blues. This is not an incur
able complaint, as the secret is in the assess
ment, evaluation, summing up, judgment, 
call it what you will, but to fulfil our respon
sibilities as Guiders we must have the ability 
to do the above accurately to determine the 
degree of progress or achievement, if any. 
A high ideal you say: not really, for it is up 
to us to set our sights high, to attain an 
adequate standard. We must be able to 
st-and back and survey our meetings as a 
whole over a period of time, are we achiev
ing the real aim, or are we just keeping the 
girls amused, is training taking place, is 
each girl known to us, can we be sure that 
our own in terests are wide enough to fully 
compliment the eight-point programme? 
Only when we consider along these lines can 
we feel confident that we are making -an 
accurate assessment of the girl. Chapter's 
16 and 17 of the Brownie Guider's handbook 
set out most clearly the value of the journeys 
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Guider. 
The effectiveness of any work with chil

dren is limited by the degree to which the 
parents understand our aims. Visiting (by 
appointment) may be the only way to meet 
parents. In any case seeing them in the 
home environment will help you understand 
both the parents and the girl and will give 
you an opportunity to explain something of 
the Pack workings and the involvement of 
the Promise, and for you, an insight into 
some of the girl's interests and -aspirations. 
Take care such meetings are of a two-way 
communication. 

The need to listen to the girl is most im
portant, if we are alert to her unspoken 
communication as well as her spoken words, 
then much enlightening communication 
comes back to us:-
(a) answers to questions we ask; 
(b) questions asked during meeting or after; 
(c) conversations between the girls; 
(d) restlessness, fidgeting and inattention; 
(e) silence which seems to come from bore-

dom or apathy, not from interest; 
(f) absence, which may be a reaction to the 

meetings as a whole. 
How does all this help me to assess the 

girl, you might ask? Well, unles we develop 
our own "awareness", waste no opportuni
ties, we ourselves will not be equipped to 
play this wonderful game of guiding on an 
adult mature level. 

-M.L.R. 

GUIDE SECTION 
When my P.L.'s get to that clause "Assess

ment of the girls" on the agenda, I hear a 
deep sigh - it's that time again. 

Are we being too demanding of our girls? 
Have we let our standard slip, Or is it still 

as high as when we embarked on the Eight
Point Plan? 
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We spent a long time assessing the guides 
for their first badge; and at our two pre
vious assessments, a lot of discussion went 
into making sure that we were covering all 
of the eight points for the second badge. 

My council prefers to take each Patrol in 
its turn, and then discuss each girl in the 
Patrol. Each P.L. has a small binder with a 
separate page for the girls in the Patrol, and 
they strive to enter all activities and outings, 
etc., as they are done. At the end of Marclt, 
June and early in September, we have "As· 
sessment" on the agenda of the relative P.Lo's 
Council - do the general business first and 
fast, and then down to discussion time. 

The Leader concerned opens her book at 
each girl in tum and the Council then asks 
itself - "Has she completed all of the eight 
points? Is she striving to improve herself? 
Is her standard high? Has the Company 
and Patrol programme given her the scope to 
meet all the challenges leading up to a 
deeper understanding of the Law and 
Promise?" 

During the first two assessment meetings, 
the Leaders try to find the points that aren't 
being covered in our programmes and en
deavour to introduce them to enable the 
girls to participate fully. 

The final decision on Assessment is up to 
each individual Patrol Leader's Council, this 
is just one way. 

What do you do? 

Who assesses your Patrol Leaders? Should 
it be the Patrol; other Patrol Leaders; or the 
Unit Leaders? 

Please remember that each girl is an indi
vidual, and will need to be assessed on her 
own ability. What is easy for one girl can 
be extremely hard for another. 

Remember! Even patting a horse or a dog 
can be a great challenge to some girls. 

Guiders! Have you ever challenged your
self to cover the Eight Points? 

How would you rate if your P.Lo's assessed, 
you? 

Will this help you to understand your 
girls? 

Let's hear from you, please. 
-L.D. 
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RANGER SECTION 

Does this raise some big queries for you? 

For instance, ASSESSING WHAT? 

Just what qualities and attitudes do YOU 
consider important in measuring each girl's 
progress? 

Make a little list. Little, advisedly 
practical considerations suggest that it be 
pruned to manageable proportions! 

Consider each item critically. 

Can you justify it's inclusion? 

Are you quite clear about just what you 
hope might be achieved? 

Can you visualise incidents, situations, and 
the kind of behaviour patterns that will en
able you to gain insights into each girl's 
reactions? 

Let each Ranger think this out - and 
make her own list. 

Compare lists - and be prepared for con
siderable argument! 

Aren't you glad YOU have already sorted 
out your ideas? 

From these deliberations you should, to
gether, be able to draw up a composite list, 
tailored to suit your Unit. 

Three things are certain 
- no two lists are likely to be identical 
- you will now have more idea of how 

the Rangers regard themselves and 
each other 

- they, in turn, will know better what is 
expected of them. 
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WHO ASSESSES WHO? 

Assessment is not only the prerogative of 
the Guider - it is the girl's responsibility, 
too. She IS capable of knowing whether she 
has been REALLY challenged or not. She 
also knows very well whether or not she has 
expended REAL EFFORT. 

It is not a conscious assessment of a girl's 
character which is involved. I mean, how 
presumptuous CAN we get? What is impor
tant is the individual girl's realisation - and 
honest admission - that she has either done 
her best possible - or she has not! 

Some girls' maturity is such that they 
seem to be naturally capable of making this 
honest appraisal; others respond to sym
pathetic help from you, their Guider; still 
others need to be jolted by the sometimes 
devastatingly candid comments of their con
temporaries . 

WHAT STANDARD? 

Find out how each Ranger would go about 
assessing herself and others? You may dis
cover that they will be much harder task
mistresses than you. 

No girl OUGHT to be assessed on stan
dards set or reached by others, neither 
within the Unit, nor in any other Unit. The 
only exception to this is the awarding of 
Camping and Boating qualifications, and 
those Service Certificates whereby she under
takes to accept responsibility for the safety 
of others. Here, the standard MUST be an 
absolute one. 

Seize your opportunities to really get to 
know each girl - her preferences, preju
dices, fears, joys, talents and weaknesses, so 
that you ARE in a better position to know 
if she IS giving of HER best. 

You need to gauge how much effort she is 
putting into things 

- her usual? 

- not quite that? Perhaps she isn't really 
interested in it? Perhaps Mum is un
well; she's worried, and has to cope 
with extra tasks and younger children? 

- Or is she really trying? Perhaps reach
ing heights of which you privately 
hadn't thought her capable? 
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SITUATION SAMPLING 

Try this with the co-operation of your 
Assistant. 

Decide beforehand on a situation when 
you will both be particularly alert - per
haps during a challenge, on the arrival of 
a newcomer, or during a visiting expert's 
talk. Keep eyes and ears really open, and 
afterwards make an opportunity to exchange 
impressions on each girl's reactions. 

You will find how differently each girl will 
respond to the same situation and, possibly, 
how different might be the impression 
gained by each adult. 

This warns us to be especially careful in 
our assessments; not to jump to the obvious 
conclusion; or to assume that others think 
and feel just as we do. We also need to be 
aware of distortions that can creep in with 
emotional involvement; to take care not to 
over-simplify and try to make a Ranger's 
behaviour fit into our general feeling about 
her. For instance, our feeling that Janie is 
unreliable should not blind us to her ability 
to organise when she IS there! 

We do find it relatively expedient to 
measure progress and competence by cer
tificates and qualifications gained, even 
though we have all met the supposedly 
"lazy" Ranger who, participating quite 
happily in the unit's doings without appar
ently achieving much, nevertheless seems to 
be gaining in confidence. It IS rather more 
difficult to recognise and assess growth in 
aspects of personality, in emotional and 
social qualities; and yet, on these qualities 
will depend our Ranger's ability and cap
acity to relate successfully in HER wider 
world. 

In truth, to slightly mis-quote the Hand
book "it ain't so much WHAT she does, but 
the WAY that she does it". 
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MAT ILDA 
VICTORIAN GUIDERS' CONFERENCE 
Saturday, 24th June, 1972 

"ARE YOUR GIRLS GUIDES?" 

Be prepared to find out. We need you to 
make this Conference a success. 

Please keep this date free. 
WHERE? 

Dallas Brooks Hall, Victoria Parade, East 
Melbourne- lD a.m.-6 p.m. 

Girl Guide Headquarters, 20 Russell Street, 
Melbourne - 6.30 p.m.-lD p.m. 

CAMPING 
STATE CAMP - More news! ! ! 

Name "Wirake" Aboriginal for 
"Friends". 

Theme - "Early Australia". 
Dates - 9th-16th January, 1973. 
Place - Britannia Park, Yarra Junction. 
Qualifications - No qualifications - open to 

Guides 11 years old and under 16 years at 
date of camp. 

Who can go? - One Guide from each Com
pany in the State - co-orrunated on a 
Division basis. Each Company in the State 
can apply for an application form - these 
forms to be sent to your Division Commis
sioner, who will forward same to Head
quarters. (Division Commissioners - it is 
hoped every Guide Company will be able 
to send a Guide - you will have <.me place 
for every Company in your Division, and 
if a Guide drops out before the date of the 
camp, this place may be filled from within 
your Division.) 

WATCH FOR FURTHER NEWS AS TO 
WHEN APPLICATION FORMS WILL BE 
AVAILABLE. 

TRAINING DEPARTMENT 

Our heartiest congratulations to Mrs. 
Nance Davis on gaining her Brownie Train
ing Certificate. 
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NOTICES 
GUIDERS, L.A. MEMBERS, 
FRIENDS OF THE MOVEMENT 

"How Big is Your World?" 

Join us on Sunday, 23rd April, at 2.45 p.m. 
at the Independent Church, Collins Street, 
Melbourne, to hear Mrs. Fairbairn, Life Vice
President of the Girl Guides' Association, 
Australia, speak on this subject. 

Please join us for an afternoon of fellow
ship. 

* * * * 

ST. GEORGE'S DAY SERVICE 
FOR SCOUTS AND GUIDES 

To be held in the presence of His Excel-
lency the Governor and Lady Delacombe. 

Da te : Friday, 21st April. 

Place: St. Paul's Cathedral, Melbourne. 

Time : 7.45 p .m. (All members are asked 
to be seated by 7.30 p.m.) 

Music : Modem - The Stirrers' Band. 

Colours : Colour Bearers (no escorts 
please) are asked to report at 7.15 p.m., in 
the Cathedral Close. 

All Brownies, Guides, Rangers, Guiders and 
Commissioners are invited to attend this 
service. 

* * * * 

" A DAY TO REMEMBER" 

One Saturday morning Lady De'lacombe, 
our State President, kindly invited four 
Brownie Guides from the Central Metropoli
tan Region to accompany her to see the film 
"The Railway Children". Helen Lawless, 
Arleen Murray, Susan James and Bernadette 
Salewski - the girls chosen - were very 
excited at the prospect and imagine their 
pleasure when Lady Delacombe presented 
each one with a recording of the songs from 
the film! It was inde'ed a very happy occa
sion and one that I am sure the four girls 
will always remember. 
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Thank you Mrs. Gray for all the kind 
things you have said about me. I was 
thrilled when I was asked to be a convenor 
of Britannia Park, and hope I am able to care 
for it as you and your committee have, over 
the past few years. 

As Mrs. Gray needed all of your help, in 
one way or another so do 1. Slowly I am 
gathering a group of Guiding folk around me 
who have a great love for our Britannia· Park 
- some will be committee members, others 
could be called "active working-bee" mem
bers. 

The Thursday Specials, as Mrs. Gray calls 
her group, do a wonderful job. Every week 
they go to Britannia Park and either garden 
or mend. Would any of you be interested to 
give a day's labour to Britannia Park, 
whether it be once a week, once a month or 
once a year? We would welcome any assis
tance, either gardening, hammering, washing 
windows or clearing away the cobwebs, to 
mention just a few of the types of jobs. 

Some Local Associations spend one of their 
meetings once a year at Britannia Park. They 
work for one or two hours, have a picnic 
lunch and get to know a little more about 
"Our Park". They all enjoy the outing. 

Every now and then we hope to have a 
weekend working bee. Our most urgent out
side job is to get grass coverage on some of 
the sites. This we can start after Easter and 
with information received from the Mel
bourne and Metropolitan Board of Works, I 
think we can be successful. 
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BRITANNIA 
PARK 

S.O.S. How many husbands and sons are 
free to help us, after Easler, during the 
weekends? First working-bee Sunday, 9th 
April. Please get in touch with me if you can 
help this day or any other. We need you. 

MAINTENANCE FUND 
As usual we are extremely grateful to all 

you kind folk who contribute in this way. 
Without this help, the committee would be 
struggling to keep our land and buildings in 
such good repair. "Thank you" to you all, 
please keep it up. 

For the days maintained in December, 
January and February our thanks go to: 

December-
2nd - 1st Ashburton Brownie Pack. 
6th - Montrose L.A. 
6th - Baimsdale L.A. 
lath - Collingwood L.A. 
lIth - Yarragon L.A. 
13th - Narre Warren North L.A. 
17th - Healesville L.A. 
18th - Mount Waverley District. 
24th - Whittlesea L.A. 

fanuary-
1st - 1st Brighton Beach Brownie Pack. 
2nd - Templestowe District. 
7th - 1st Hartwell Brownie Pack. 
9th - Templestowe District. 
13th - 1st Cohuna Brownies. 
24th - Mount Waverley District. 
27th - Benalla District. 
31st"- Nauru Girl Guides L.A. 
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February-
13th - Thomastown L.A. 

Also unrecorded earlier: 
November-

2nd - Yallourn District L.A. 
4th - Cheltenham L.A. 
24th - Geelong Trefoil Guild . 

I am looking forward to many happ:y days 
working for Britannia Park. 

-Margaret Tucker 
2 Kembla- Street, Hawthorn, 3122 

813230 

P.S.: Britannia Park is getting quite a few 
visitors who just "pop in". Unfortunately 
sometimes they have no connection with 
Guiding and are only keen to do damage to 
the property. Because of this, we ask that 
you get pe'rmission from either me, the 
Warden or Headquarters before walking 
around. All vehicles, of course, must be left 
in the parking area - permission to proceed 
further is granted only in exceptional cir
cumstances. 

DEAR MATILDA, 

1st Chilwell Guide Company made a tour of 
the Eastern Coast of Tasmania. A total of 19 
guides and four leaders made up the party. 
We flew to Devonport where we boarded our 
coach which was to take us over many miles 
of Tasmanian country during our nine-day 
visit. While staying in Launceston, we 
camped in the Harry Abbott Hall beside the 
Mary McIntyre Guide House. 

Here many of us bought Guide souvenirs 
and friendship badges. While at Launceston 
our sight-seeing included trips to George
town, Batman Bridge, Cataract Gorge and 
the Wild Life Sanctuary. We then travelled 
to St. Helens, which is a small town on the 
coast. While travelling, we passed through 
Scottsdale and stopped by the Weldborough 
Pass temperate rain forests. In St. Helens 
we slept in the Portland Memorial Hall. 
Another day of travelling took us to Sorell. 
On this day we passed through Bicheno and 
inspected the old Buckland church. 

After stocking up with food at Sorell we 
proceeded to the Orana Guide House at 
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Roaches Beach. We enjoyed our stay at 
Orana: very much as it had every possible 
facility, including a great swimming beach a 
few yards from the house. Our sight-seeing 
for the following five days included tours to 
Mt. Wellington, Huon Valley, Port Arthur, 
Eaglehawk Neck, Bruny Island, the Model 
Tudor Village and Richmond. The last day 
was spent in Hobart. On the way to Laun
ceston, where we were to catch our plane, 
we stopped at New Norfolk and met some 
of the Guides and Brownies there. We also 
inspected the Salmon Pond Fish Hatcheries 
and Russell's Falls. A group of tired but 
talkative guides arrived at Tullamarine Air
port laden with souvenirs and films to be 
developed. 

We all had a wonderful time and I would 
recommend the toUr to any company who 
feels they would like to travel interstate. By 
camping in halls and Guide Houses and cook
ing most meals ourselves we economised 
greatly, and fund-raising activities such as 
lamington drives proved very successful. 

Since the tour , we have received a number 
of souvenir badges of the Orana Guide 
House and are planning a slide night for 
guides and parents. 

-Anne Gugger, 
1st Chilwell Guide Company 

MATILDA SUBSCRIPTIONS . .. 

How dear to our hearts is the steady 
subscriber, 

Who pays in advance when the due date is 
near, 

Who lays down the money, and does it quite 
gladly, 

And casts round the office a halo of cheer. 

She never says, "Stop it; I cannot afford it, 
I'm getting more papers now than I read." 
But always says, "Sencj. it-our people all 

like it-
In fact we all t hink it a help and a need." 

How welcome her cheque when it reaches 
our sanctum, 

How it makes glad our hearts; it makes her 
glad too; 

We outwardly thank her, we inwardly bless 
her-

THE STEADY SUBSCRIBER, WHO PAYS 
PROMPTLY WHEN DUE. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Helen Goodes, a Lone Guider, and a mem

ber of the International Committee, has just 
returned from Papua/ New Guinea - here 
are some of her thoughts ;-

"Papua/New Guinea - an unbelievable 
land - a mixture of old and new - primate 
and modern, a land of great beauty and of 
awful contrasts - deep ravines and valleys, 
majestic mountains, beautiful coastlines and 
superb scenery. A land where the native is 
being forced into a bewildering technological 
world from a primate existence. 

The October, 1971, copy of 'The Drum', the 
the Territory's Guide magazine, says on page 
4 - 'Will you help us?' 

They are referring to the new hostel the 
Girl Guides' Association of Papua/New 
Guinea is setting up in Boroko, a suburb of 
Port Moresby. The Association has pur
chased a large two-storey building to use as 
a hostel for girls. A hostel is badly needed 
as the people come to Port Moresby looking 
for work and are having to build squatter, 
shanty settlements as there is no accommo
dation for them. 

The building has 16 rooms and each one is 
planned as a bedroom for two girls. There 
is a large kitchen and dining room and out
houses which can be turned into a hall for 
Guides and Brownies in the district. 

The cost of furnishing a bedroom is ap
proximately $200. Many things have to be 
bought - tables, chairs, cupboards, cooking 
utensils, shower curtains and the list is end
less. Donations towards the cost of these 
things would be greatly appeciated. Should 
you decide to furnish a bedroom they will be 
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happy to name it after your area or you may 
like to decide on a name for the bedroom. 

This new hostel will mean that the head
quarters in Port Moresby will have more 
room to carry out its function as part of the 
building has been used to accommodate girls 
in the capital. 

As a contrast to the modern city of Port 
Moresby and its great spread of learning and 
'westernisation' let me tell you something 
that happened in the Highlands in January. 

Every seven years, so the story goes, the 
tribes have a vast pig-kill. A pig-kill is held 
after a death of an important person and in 
many cases a number of celebrations are 
delayed so that there is one large feast. The 
natives in this area are under Agricultural 
and Medical Department supervision and 
great programs have been explained to them. 
They have studied and accepted the white 
man's knowledge and everyone thought that 
here was an example of readiness for inde
pendence. 

Plans for the pig-kill took three years to 
complete. Villagers for about 20 miles 
around were invited and they began making 
the huts of grass and leaves about six 
months before the kill . These long huts up 
to one hundred feet in length bounded the 
edge of the square. In the centre was a 
shrine where the head-dresses worn by the 
officials were hung. Ceremonial bamboo 
flutes were played and special dances and 
ceremonies took place before the 6000 pigs 
were killed. 

The pigs were cooked on the hot embers 
and stones of the native cooking fires and 
were then divided amongst the people pre
sent. Many of the pigs had worms and were 
barely blackened on the outside before being 
removed from the fires. Medical teams were 
constantly patrolling the pig-kill area as the 
natives would become suddenly stricken and 
die from 'pig Bell' caused by eating raw or 
half-raw pig and diseased pig. Many natives 
were expected to die and indeed some al
ready had, two days after the first kill, from 
this dreaded disease. 
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Even though the villagers had been taught 
of the dangers and understood, they were 
wi lling to risk their lives for a piece of the 
ceremonial pig. The contrast between these 
people and the ones in Port Moresby is con
siderable. They desperately need people like 
the Girl Guides who will train and help these 
people towards modernisation -and indepen
dence." 

A FRIEND IS ... 

A friend may be many things, but is always 
someone who is interested in you, fond of 
you, and ready to help you. 

A "Friend of World Centres" is just the 
same - someone who is interested in, fond 
of, and ready to help the Homes of World 
Guiding. 

During the past six months our circle of 
"Friends" here in Victoria has grown wider 
- all over Victoria there are members of the 
Guide Movement who have shown, and are 
constantly proving their Friendship. In those 
six months this Friendship has been sought 
by: five Local Associations, seven Guide 
Companies, one Brownie Guide Pack, five 
Guide Patrols, three Districts and 48 indi
vidual people. 

Were you included in this number? 

Wouldn't you like to be a "Friend" too? 
All that you do is send the registration fee 
of 75 cents, each year, to: Miss M. Callister, 
7/43 Buckley Street, Essendon, 3040, and 
soon afterwards you will receive the first of 
the newsletters that will keep you in touch 
with other "Friends" and with the World 
Centres themselves. 
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Here is a wonderful VISIt to Mexico 
Homes and Gardens 27th October-3rd or 
10th November, 1972. 

"A rare opportunity to discover Mexico as 
few tourists ever have during this one- to 
two-week session. You'll visit, during the 
first week, some of Cuernavacas loveliest 
homes - Spanish colonial mansions, ultra
modern residences, and beautiful gardens. 
See artisans make home decorations in glass, 
clay, tin, leather, silver and straw. 

< 

A trip to Taxco, silver centre of Mexico 
and Cuernavaca is also included. Those who 
stay the second week can join in on a service 
project, go sightseeing, enjoy Mexican arts 
and crafts, songs, dances, games, swimming, 
round table gabfests. 

You will learn a lot ... and have fun while 
you are at it. Spend one or two weeks in 
the beauty and comfort of Our Cabana, 
making new friends, talking, thinking and 
relaxing. 

Additional tours can be arranged to Tepozt
lan, the toltec pyramids of Xochicalco, 
Zempoala National Park, Cacahuamilpa 
caves, toluca on market day, etc. 

The participants plan their own pro
gramme, combining their own talents and 
interests. Each participant should bring 
ideas of programme in troops to exchange. 
Be prepared to teach some skills, dance, 
game, craft, song. 

COST: $8 (U.S.) a day for room and 
board; $15-25 (U.S.) for programme activi
ties. (Additional tours not included.) 

DATES: 27th October-3rd November, 1972, 
or 27th October-10th November, 1972. 
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THIS IS THE 
LOCAL ASSOCIATION'S PAGE 

Please send all contributions to Mrs. J. M. 
Kirkman, 161 ChaTman Road, Mentone, 3194. 

* * * * 

KEEPING FIT 
Darwin's Theory of Evolution is called the 

"Survival of the Fittest". We are being 
warned ever more urgently of the dangers of 
over-population causing pollution and de
struction of the environment which could 
lead to the extinction of life on this planet if 
steps are not taken to ease the situation. 
We might ask "Who will survive?", "Who will 
be fittest?" 

The nation which will sunive will be the 
one whose people are educated to be aware 
of the dangers and who can choose strong 
leaders who will make laws, however un
popular, to control the waste of our natural 
resources, and the break-down of ecological 
systems. 

Business interests, with an eye to profits, 
seem heedless of the future of mineral de
posits, soil products and even, we are told, 
of the very oxygen needed for life. 

If our young people are brought up to be 
thoughtful of their surroundings they will be 
fit adults to elect politicians who will see 
that Australia is a healthy country for their 
children to live in. 

Fitness to survive into the 21st century will 
be the ability to think clearly and act in the 
best interests of the community and will be 
achieved by careful and constant training. 
Fitness will be a matter of responsibility of 
the individual for the survival of the nation. 

Local Association members will know that 
the Guide Programme is helping their girls 
to think on the right lines and will be alert 
to ways of bringing the problems of conser
vation before the companies. Speakers are 
willing to address meetings and L.A. mem
bers should welcome discussion on some
thing that affects the survival of their de
scendants. 
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NEW ATHLETES LOCATED 
IN WANGARATTA 

This year WANGARATTA L.A. staged a 
"Little Olympics" as their Christmas break
up . The gathering was divided up into 
groups of eight people and each group was 
presented with a tiny flag denoting the 
country they were to represent for the even
ing. With due ceremony the runner from 
"Olympia" arrived carrying the Eternal 
Flame (candle). 

First race was the 100-metre dash. Each 
country was represented and contestants 
had to cross the six-yard course walking 
cross-legged. 

Second event was the shotput. A cotton 
ball (not dampened or rolled up) had to be 
"put" in the correct manner. 

Third event was the "discus". Throwing 
a paper plate from inside a hoop. 

Fourth event was a sailing event. The 
boats - folded from a piece of newspaper 
- had to be fanned across the finishing line. 

The last event was the most exciting of all. 
It was the relay. All members of each 
country participated and, with the aid of a 
straw, carried four dried peas from one bowl 
to another over a gruelling four-yard course. 

During each event the rivalry was appar
ent by the amount of barracking and heck
ling and with the fanfare of trumpets (tape 
recorder) loud hand-clapping accompanied 
the presentation of medals. The contestants 
were very proud to wear their hard won 
tokens, made of cardboard and covered in 
gold, tinfoil and brown paper respectively. 

After a tally of medals won by each coun
try, the Games closed with the playing of 
the National Anthem and extinguishing of 
the Olympic Flame. 

The joy of the Games was that all age 
groups could participate, even very elderly 
folk could cope with the shot-put, etc. 

To get the right atmosphere the "officials" 
wore white bowls hats marked "Games 
Official". 
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FUND RAISING 

Salzburg Lodge, Mount Street, Heidelberg, 
and associated Australian Restaurants have 
sent us information regarding their conces
sions for party bookings. Fun and fund
raising go hand in hand. Any enquiries to 
Margaret Willison, 'phone 45 4702. 

WONDERFUL EFFORT BY A 
SMALL DISTRICT! 

WAAIA L.A. has fifteen to twenty active 
members, although there is only one com
pany and one pack in the district. They 
organised a day and evening of fund-raising 
activities, which attracted the interest of 
people over a thirty-mile radius. Their ob
ject was to raise money for a guide hall. 

Preparations included taking orders for 
Christmas cakes, puddings and mince pies, 
which L.A. members made, decorated and 
displayed as part of the Exhibition and Fair. 
Stalls and competitions resulted in over $500 
being raised. 

In the evening a concert was given by 
brownies, guides and other artists. 

A big day, a lot of work, but well worth 
while. 

Dear Lord, 

I come to thee to ask forgiveness for a 
number of things - and most of them have 
to do with my tongue. 

Like the way I lashed out at my eldest this 
morning. She could not find a school book. 
Not such a terrible crime, really. (Goodness 
knows I have misplaced a thing or two my
self.) But I was already irked over the 
spilled milk - and the squashed toothpaste 
- and I took it all out on her. Soundly, 
Unmercifully, Lord. Forgive me. 

Forgive me when I say too much. 

Forgive me, too, when I say nothing at all. 
When I do Dot speak to one who stands 
alone - and call my silence shyness. When 
I fail to take a stand that should be taken -
and call my silence tact. When I am un
willing to witness - and tell myself, uncom
fortably, that I just don't know what to say. 
Or that maybe this isn't a good time. 

Forgive my silences, Lord. 

Amen 
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HAVE YOU A SWIMMING POOL? 
- How safe is it? 

The Home Safety Committee of the 
National Safety Council (Victorian Divi-
ion), on which Committee I am your repre

sentative, is concerned with the number of 
children drowned in pools, ponds, etc., in 
private homes. Last year, eleven children 
were drowned, and this year already six have 
drowned, the majority in someone else's 
pool. 

In some sections of the community, pools 
are almost standard equipment, and I would 
like Guiders to give some thought to the 
problem of informing Brownies, Guides and 
Rangers of the need for responsible guarding 
of their pools. Perhaps Brownies might like 
to include "Safety in home swimming pools" 
in the Mini-book No. 4 "Lend a Hand" chal
lenge! Guides might like to do some project 
that might make them "Take care of their 
own possessions and those of other people". 
Guiders might just give their Packs or Com
panies short talks on the responsibility of 
having a swimming pool in a private home. 

We all want our children to enjoy their 
pools but we want them to be safe, too. 

Please, Guides, help our children to help 
themselves. -Mavis A. Milner 

-Photo by courtesy of Paul Farey 
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P.L.'S CAMP 
The Hume Region Patrol Leaders' Camp 

. . . the site was "Chauvel" on the guide 
property at Britannia Park. 

The date also coincided with the Lone 
Guide Diamond Jubilee camp, which gave 
us quite a bit of time to meet with girls from 
all parts of Australia and to swap badges 
and conversation. 

The aim of the camp was to help many 
guides who had never camped before to 
learn about camping and take it back to 
their companies. 

This included learning to pitch tents, erect 
cubicles; camp cooking; making gadgets 
and many other points of camping as guides. 

The 25 girls from the Hume Region trav
elled from Alexandra, Benalla, Broadford, 
Eildon, Euroa, Nagambie, Puckapunyal, Sey
mour and Yea. 

We had six leaders, two of whom were 
American Girl Scouts. These are teachers at 
Seymour High School and, during camp, 
they taught us many new songs and told us 
about many things. 

The theme for the camp was Indian, our 
tents were wig-warns and the patrols tribes. 
We wore Indian headbands that we could 
put fectthers into. We were awarded feathers 
each time we passed certain challenges. 

The tribes had their own duties, and these 
were rotated daily, so each tribe would have 
its turn at each lot of duties. 

Camping is not all work. We had various 
activities each day. Swimming in the pool 
was most popular. We went on a nature 
trail discovery, finding many lovely and un
usual points in nature which we in our 
region had not seen before. 

It was arranged for us to ride the "trans
porter" which the Lone Guides had been 
using to cross Britannia Creek, and every
one found this great fun . 

One activity was a bus excursion to Heales
ville Wildlife Sanctuary. It was interesting 
to see our native wildlife in the flesh, for 
there was much that many of us had not 
seen. 

We had a wonderful camp and would like 
to thank everyone who helped to make it 
that way. 

-Contributed by Christine Hanrahan, 
Benalla Guides 
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ANNUAL MASS AT 
ST. PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL 
FOR SCOUTS AND GUIDES 

St. Patrick's Cathedral, Melbourne, was 
an array of colour when over 1100 members 
of the Guide and Scout movement of Vic
toria participated in Mass in memory of 
their Founder. 

The Guide State Commissioner, Mrs. Ren
shaw Jones, together with the Scout Acting 
Chief Commissioner, Mr. Norman Johnson, 
took the salute from a platform outside the 
Cathedral as members marched past pre
ceded by company and troop colours. 

Also present at Mass were members of 
both Scout and Guide executive committee 
and council. 

Mass was celebrated by Father T. Pitoto, 
who was an active Queen's scout before 
entering his studies for the Priesthood. 
Father gave a short address relating to the 
Law and Promise and a way of life expected 
of Christian people. 

During the offertory procession Guides and 
Brownies from Geelong, together with 
Scouts and Cubs, placed gifts, representing 
symbols of their units, on the altar. 

Excellent music prepared by Father McKie 
was presented by a group from Holy Re
deemer Parish, Surrey Hills. The congrega
tion was invited to join in the singing of 
these Folk Hymns. 

I
I 

-M.L. 
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CONGRATULATIONS to the recipients of 
the following 
GUIDER'S LONG SERVICE : 

Miss H. R. Higgins, 4th Bendigo Coy. 
COMBINED LONG SERVICE : 

Mrs. D. Kirk, Southern Cross Trefoil Guild. 
LOCAL ASSOCIATION LONG SERVICE : 

Mrs. H. J. Whittle, Annadale Local Assoc. 
THANKS BADGE : 

Mr. I I. Baker, Strathmcrton; Lions Club, Stan· 
hope. 

APPOINTMENTS AND WARRANTS 
A warm welcome is extended to the fol

lowing:-
ASSISTANT REGION COMMISSIONER : 

Mrs. R. Ross-Soden, Goulburn. 
DIVISION COMMISSIONERS : 

Mrs. J. I. Singleton, Clunes; Mrs. E. Keltie, 
Springvale. 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS : 

Mrs. J. Cornell, Mildura; Mrs. K. B. Macdonald, 
Canterbury; Mrs. C. S. Phillingbam, Sorrento; Mrs. 
R. B. Stanyer, \Vedderburn; Mrs. S. A. Morgan, 
Croydon North/\Vonga Park; irs. K. Dmmmond, 
Brunswick; Mrs. R. J. Simms, Lanccfield . 
GUIDE GUIDERS : 

Mrs. R. Thompson, 1st Greenhills; Mrs. G. R . 
Dethick, 1st Narre Warren North; Miss F. T. 
Bailey, 1st Mt. Eliza; Mrs. F. H. Phillips, 1st Park
dale; Miss P. Phelan, 3rd Hadfield; Mrs. H. R. 
Gunn, 2nd Morwell; Miss L. Costigan, 1st Seville; 
Mrs. K. T . Hall, 1st Balwyn; Miss L. M. Thomp
son, 1st Lower Plenty; Mrs. J. Sartori, 1st Sunbury. 
ASSISTANT GUIDE GUIDERS: 

Miss L. Cleland, 1st Allansford; Mrs. M. 
Stormer, 1st Yarra Junction; Miss G. J. Barrand, 
3rd Bentleigh; Miss E. A. McInnes, 1st Mildura 
South; Mrs. W . J. Sa~e, 1st Ringwood; Mrs. D. D. 
Bissett, 1st Mt. Evelyn; Mrs . F. P. Lindsay, 1st 
Mildura South; Miss M. G. McMahon, 10th Gee· 
long; Miss H. Lacey, 4th Moorleigh; Mrs. R. J. 
Bail, 1st Watsonia; Mrs. R. G. Baillee, 1st Dingley; 
Mrs. G. J. Sandry, 1st Springvale South. 
BROWNIE GUIDERS : 

Mrs. D. Mold, 1st Yea; Miss J. Couch, 2nd 
Sandringham; Mrs. G. J. Muller, 1st Lara; Mrs. J. 
Orr, 2nd Lara; Mrs. R. \V. Withers, 1st Nagambie; 
Mrs. N. D . Catt, 2nd Mt. Eliza; Mrs. N . C . 
Clarke, 1st Great Western; Miss R. A. Luke, 2nd 
Maroopna; Mrs. G. C. Greene, 2nd West Don
caster; Mrs. R. K. Suich, 1st West Doncaster; Mrs. 
B. Ryan, 1st· Strathmore; Mrs. J. Willers, 1st East 
Ringwood; Mrs. J. D. Deering, 1st Newcomb; Mrs. 
D. Nicholls, 1st Oak Park; Mrs. N. G. Cameron, 
1st Meredith; Mrs. J. A. McGeachin, 1st Moor
leigh; Miss J. Arstall, 5th Sunshine West; Mrs. L. 
Smi th, 1st Healesville; Mrs. J. E. Beighton, 3rd St . 
Albans. 
ASSISTANT BROWNIE GUIDERS : 

Mrs. J. D. Warburton, 2nd Sandringham; Mrs. 
G. A. Goodman, 2nd Kerrimuir; Mrs. P. A. Thom
son, 1st Mansfield; Mrs. G. M . Ennis, 1st Marys
ville; Mrs. N. Dunn, 2nd StratlmlOre; Miss J. A. 
Nibbs, 1st Trafalgar; Mrs. J. Harrison, 2nd Mt. 
Evelyn; Mrs. J. Cole, 1st Oak Park; Mrs. B. Boer, 
2nd East Ringwood. 
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REGISTRATIONS: 
2nd Lara Pack; 2nd Lara Company; 2nd Simp· 

son Company; IIeatherdale Ranger Unit; Plenty 
Ranger Unit. 

RETIREMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
We acknowledge with gratitude the ser

vices given by the following whose Warrants 
have been returned:-

DIVISION COMMISSIONERS : 
Mrs. T. H. Indian, Mitchell; Mrs. D. A. Goudie, 

Knox; Mrs. J. Neely, Springvale. 

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS: 
Miss J. E. Bush, Mildura; Mrs. F. Exton, Bun

doora; Mrs. J. Jamieson, Puckapunyal; Mrs. B. 
Llewellyn, Nambrok/Denison; Mrs. E. J. Bolton, 
Traralgon; Mrs. M. C. Massey, Boolarra; Mrs. E. 
R. Robinson, Castlemaine. 

RANGER GUIDER: 
Miss M. Scholes, Morwell. 

ASSISTANT RANGER GUIDER: 
Mrs. B. T. Stevens, North Balwyn. 

GUIDE GUIDERS: 
Mrs. Sheers, 12th Ballarat; Miss M. G. William

son, 2nd Greensborough; Mrs. D. J. Walker, 3rd 
Maryborough; Miss G. Baker, 1st Daylesford; Mrs. 
E. S. Hill, 3rd Geelong West; Mrs. A. D. Clark, 
1st Puckapunyal; Mrs. W. McIntyre, 3rd Warr· 
nambool; Mrs. f. McLeod, 8th Hawthorn; Mrs. K. 
Livingston, 2nd Kerang; Miss L. Farthing, 1st Can
terbury; Mrs. W. F. Shenton, 2nd Frankston 
(Ext. ); Miss B. E. Hallett, 2nd Mornington; Mrs. 
O. f. Stevenson, 1st Numurkah . 

ASSISTANT GUIDE GUIDERS : 
Miss R. Clover 3rd Maryborough; Mrs. A. F. 

Parker, 2nd Maryborough; Miss H. D. Birch, 1st 
Tyabb; Mrs. G. A. Wade, 1st Elliminyt; Mrs. I. 
0uilty, 4th Hawthorn; Miss G. F. Russell, 7t I 
Geelong; Miss P. M. Hines, 1st Orbost; Mrs. G . A. 
de fong, 1st Deepdene; Mrs. J. A. Noonan, 1st 
Belvedere Park; Mrs. J. Hanna, 3rd Karingal. 

BROWNIE GUIDERS: 
Mrs. S. Baker, 9th Ballarat; Miss S. Maddern, 

12th Ballarat; Mrs. I. C. Kelly, 2nd Central Don
caster; Mrs. D. f. Collins, 3rd Maryborough; Mrs. 
J. R. Hudson, 1st Thomastown; Mrs. G. Densham, 
2nd Wonga Park; Mrs. J. Clark, 1st North Croy
don; Mrs. E. C. Hall , 3rd Templestowe; Mrs. G. 
Walter, 2nd Horsham; Mrs. J. R. Thomson, 2nd 
Doveton; Miss J. F. Fehring, 1st Lakes Entrance; 
Mrs. A. Coysh, 1st South \Varrnambool; Mrs. . 
Dunn, 1st Strathmore; Mrs. B. Tolley, 1st Canter
bury; Mrs. A. R. Watsford, 1st Moorleigh. 

ASSISTANT BROWNIE GUIDERS: 
Mrs. R. Earl, 2nd Eltham; Mrs. G . A. Rundell, 

9th Ballarat; Mrs. W. M. Amor, 1st Rupany'up; 
Mrs. D. A. Mackie, 1st Elliminyt; Miss A. Ellen
berg, 4th Hawthorn; Mrs. B. Ryan, 1st Strathmore; 
Miss J. M. Price, 2nd Strathmore; Miss T. E. Halli
nan, 3rd Kerang; Mrs. L. Farrimond, 1st Drysdale; 
Mrs. D. Nicholls, 1st Oak Park; Miss f. Arstall, 1st 
Sunshine West; Mrs. J. E. Beighton, 2nd St. 
Albans. 
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THINKING DAY - Continued from page 222 

We think our international visitors all en
joyed themselves, and they made the' evening 
a most enjoyable one for us. 

At the end of the meeting they were all 
pre'sented with a bookmark with the guide 
l'aws printed on it: to show 3rd Warrnam
bool's appreciation to them for giving up 
their time to make the evening such an 
interesting and entertaining one for us. 

Lord, Ive had it. 
Up to here. 

-Karen McPhee, 
3rd Warrnambool Guide Co. 

* 
A crisis I can cope with. 
But the everlasting picayune frustrations 

are driving me out of my mind. 

A crisis I could grapple with . 
If I lost my leg, I think I could adjust -

with some nobility, too. 
But what's noble about a corn on my little 

toe? 
What's challenging about a cold that hangs 

on and on and on? 

The faucet drips, Lord. 
That kid forgot his books again. 
It is impossible to get everything clean at 

once because, while I am ironing, the wash 
piles up. 

I've had it - and had it. 

I wish you had called me to a grand task, 
a clear-cut and noble endeavour, 
instead of the frustrations of my every day. 
Which is what I am called to-

called to pray while the faucet drips, 
called to priest to my neighbour while 

my corn hurts, 
called to fix faucets 
and to maintain the sense of humour 

that realises I am not all that far 
behind on my ironing-
I'm just ahead on my washing! 

It is a matter of perspective. 
In perspective, frustrations are little things. 

I can cope. 
Amen 

-From "Bless this Mess and other Prayers" 
by Jo Carr and Imogene Sorley, published 
by Abingdon Press, New York. Printed by 
permission. 
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THE GANG SHOW 
Putting together a Gang Show that has 

something for everybody is no easy task but 
we're hopeful that that's just what the Roar
ing Twen tieth Gang Show will provide. The 
Show will take you from Hawaii to Norway, 
from the future when teenagers are running 
the country, way back to the distant past 
when John Batman arrives at Melbourne to 
find the local natives preparing a corroboree 
for national T.V. 

The music ranges from rock through to 
classical with plenty of comedy, dancing and 
colour. 

There's a seat at the Pal'ais Theatre just 
waiting for you to come and enjoy yourself 
in it! 

The Show takes place on Friday, 19th May, 
Saturday, 20th (matinee and and evening), 
Thursday, 25th, Friday, 26th and Saturday, 
27th (matinee and evening) . 

You can book by mail from the Melbourne 
Sports Depot or you can book in person. 
Individual seats are available over the coun
ter from 'the M.S.D. and blocks of ten seats 
from the M.S.D., Girl Guide H.Q. and some 
Scout Shops. 

And have you heard about the $100 prize 
for the Scout Group or Guide Unit who sell 
the most seats? Get working on it right 
away. Guides have won the $100 for the last 
two years! 

Information has been forwarded to all 
Commissioners. If you have any queries 
just drop a note to Gang Show, c/ - 384 
Elizabeth Street, Melbourne. 

Money, they call it legal tender, that crisp 
and lovely stuff. It's tender when you have 
it, but when you don't it's tough. 
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URGENT NOTE:- Your Subscription expires in April 

SUBSCRIPTION FORM "MATILDA" 

GIRL GUIDES ASSOCIATION 

20 RUSSELL STREET, MELBOURNE, 3000 

Please arrange for "Matilda" to be sent to the undermentioned, 
commencing with the May, 1972, issue. 

SUBSCRIPTION: $2.00 per annum post free (single copies from H.Q. for 20 cents) 

Mr., Mrs., 
Miss and 

Initial 
Name 

(Please Print) Address Postcode New or 
Renewal 

. ........ . . . ..... . . " . .......... . ..... . ............ . , • • • •• 0" .......... . ....... .. .. . . .. . ...... . ........... . ............... .... ............ . .. . . ......................... . ... . . ....... . .... . .... . .. .. . , 

.......................... .. ............ ............. ......... I········ .. ······· .. ········· .. ········ .. ·· .. ···· .... ·· .. ·· · .. · .......... .... .. ................................... ... ................ .. . 

Ordered by: 

Address: 

Cheques or Postal Notes (to be made payable to Girl Guides Association) enclosed for $ ...... .............. . 

If a receipt is required please enclose a stamped, addressed envelope. 

ALL SUBSCRIPTIONS PAYABLE IN ADVANCE DIRECT TO HEADQUARTERS, 
20 RUSSELL STREET, MELBOURNE, 3000 

Habits are at first cobwebs, at last cables. 
- Proverb. 

Some seem to think that recreation means 
wreck creation. - Proverb. 

Registered at the G.P.O., Melb., lor transmission by post as a periodical, category B. Subscription $2.00 p.a. ; 20c per copy. 
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