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It is with pleasure that I present my first report as Trefoil Guild Adviser for Victoria. I 
commenced the task in August 2007 when I took over from Irene Kerry the retiring 
Adviser. 
 
The changeover took place at last year’s Annual General Meeting at Warrnambool. A 
farewell afternoon tea was held for Irene in September when a large number of 
members came together to thank her and wish her well for the future. 
 
My year started with the 24 Hour Gathering, hosted by Dolphin Trefoil Guild and held at 
Iluka and finished with the Australian Gathering held in Fremantle. The theme of the 24 
Hour Gathering was centred on the beach and surroundings. The theme of the 
Australian Gathering was Legends and Discoveries. Both Gatherings were most 
successful and it was pleasing to note that Victoria was represented in Western 
Australia by 28 Trefoil Guild members and 4 husbands. I am sure the husbands had a 
good time and we were pleased to be able to welcome them. Thank you to Jeanette 
Stein for doing the scrap booking in the album we had to take, to Ron from Aquinas 
University for the wall hanging he made; to Elaine Wallbridge for organising the debating 
team and to Sandra Bradshaw for being our Official Photographer. 
 
Two Guilds have had to close this year because of the age of their members and we are 
pleased to welcome Mitcham Oak Trefoil Guild to our Group. Thank you most sincerely 
to the members of Agana and Eumermerring for all their efforts in supporting Guiding 
during their many years of membership. We now have 69 Guilds with 827 financial 
members. 
 
Yvonne James retired from the position of Australian Trefoil Guild Adviser on 31 August 
and Wendy Smibert commenced in the position on 1 September. We thank Yvonne for 
all her hard work during her term and welcome Wendy to the position. Wendy is a 
member of Patanga & Carine Trefoil Guilds. Good luck to Wendy for the next three 
years. I am looking forward to having Yvonne as part of Victoria once again and I am 
sure she has a large amount of knowledge to share with us. 
 
The year has been a busy year for me. I have travelled over 9600 kms visiting areas of 
the State from Robinvale to Shepparton, from Portland to Mornington and many towns in 
between. I must thank Rae for her help with the driving and the Guilds who made her so 
welcome at their meetings. We have learnt to use the Melways and the Country 
Directories and have only been late for one meeting (we got lost at night in Frankston) – 
I think that is a fair challenge overcome. I have also learnt to find Guide Centre by tram 
(the stop after McDonald’s I was told when I started) and even found my way from the 
airport to South Melbourne after collecting the NSW Adviser when we held interviews for 
the new Australian Adviser. 
 
I have attended Annual General Meetings, afternoon teas, lunches and presented many 
Long Service badges. 
 



New polo shirts with long and short sleeves have been introduced most successfully if 
sales are anything to go by. The navy waistcoats (reversible) with the Trefoil emblem on 
them in pink have arrived in the shop. Thanks go to Sheila from the shop for her 
assistance with this task. I have also introduced a monthly newsletter which is sent to 
Region Leaders as well as our Guilds. Kerrie Morton, Membership Officer for Girl Guides 
Victoria, has kept our membership records up-to-date and has sent out registration 
cards to all financial members. Thank you Kerrie.  
 
Another new initiative is the Trefoil Guild page on the Girl Guides Victoria website. You 
are able to read my newsletters and to find relevant information such as the Trefoil Guild 
Handbook and forms necessary for things such as long service awards. Thank you to 
Yvonne James for setting up this page and for agreeing to continue to manage it for us. 
 
Thank you for the financial support that was given to Guiding groups throughout the 
year, through the State Trefoil Guild account, which included: 
 
Amy Bush Memorial Fund    190.00 
Blackburn Bursary Fund  1485.00 
Britannia Park   1278.00 
Coralie Caple Fund     165.00 
Iluka       215.00 
Irene Fairbairn Fund    160.00 
Thinking Day Fund     746.70 
National Disasters Fund    395.00  
 
There were also large amounts (over $30,000) donated to local Guiding and community 
funds. Much time was spent working on campsites, assisting with unit activities and 
carrying out service projects in the community. 
 
My thanks must go to Jill Harvey for all her hard work as Treasurer; to the Town and 
Country Trefoil Guild for organising the Annual General Meeting; to Wendy Lewis and 
her staff at Guide Centre for their help and a special thank you to Jane Pennington who 
has been at the end of the phone or the email, with a quick response, if I have had any 
queries or tasks to be carried out. 
 
Thank to you all for the support you have given me during my first year in office and I 
wish you well for many more hours of fun, food and fellowship as we go into the future 
with Trefoil Guild. 
 
Janice R. Allitt 
 
Janice.R.Allitt OAM 
Trefoil Guild Adviser 
 



 

HERE ARE THE NEW POLO SHIRTS AND WAISTCOAT 
WITH THE NEW LOGO 
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