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When I was lying in bed last night thinking about writing this the 56th Annual Report of 
the Trefoil Guilds of Victoria the poem written by Dorethea McKellar came to mind. 

 
My Country 

I love a sunburnt country 
A land of sweeping plains 

Of rugged mountain ranges 
Of droughts and flooding rains 

I love her far horizons 
I love her jewelled sea 

Her beauty and her terror 
The wide brown land for me. 

 
The past year has had most of the features mentioned in the poem. Droughts for the 
past few years, floods in Queensland and, of course, the fires in Victoria last February. 
This year has been an opportunity for the Trefoil Guilds and all members of Guiding to 
help one another – as the brownies used to promise ‘to do a good turn for someone 
every day’. Our sympathy goes to those who were affected and thanks to those who 
gave so generously in time, effort and money to assist our sisters in Guiding. Thank you 
too for the support we received from the other States. We were able to offer our 
sympathy to Queensland while they were in the time of floods. As usual, donations were 
given to many Guiding groups – through the Trefoil Guild account – Britannia Park, 
Thinking Day, the Natural Disaster Fund, Irene Fairbairn Fund, Margaret Shaw Travel 
Fund, Blackburn Bursary, T.C. Lothian Fund, Coralie Caple Fund, Amy Bush Fund, 
Iluka, Anne Scott’s African Appeal and many other donations given directly by the Guilds 
to both Guiding and the community. 
 
On a more cheerful note it has been wonderful to see Regions getting together for 
friendship days. I was able to attend a couple and they were a time of chatter, “do you 
remember?” and, of course, food! Country ladies are prepared to travel many miles to 
attend these functions. Well done to the organisers and participants!   
 
Victoria has been asked to trial the idea of group Trefoil Guilds. Yvonne James accepted 
the challenge of starting this group. It is called Pink Heath and open to Guilds who are 
unable, because of age or health, to get office bearers. If you would like to consider this 
option rather than closing please get in touch with Yvonne and she will give you ideas 
on how the project works.    
 
Daylesford Spa Trefoil Guild finished this year but the ladies are trying to keep in touch 
with one another. Maybe we’ll see them again at some time in the future. 
 
The patches for our centenary quilts have been most successful. All but five Guilds were 
able to participate. Glenys is busy sewing and the Ovens Valley ladies are preparing to 
do the quilting. We have some amazing designs – we certainly have some very clever 
ladies out there. We can’t all be good at all things but it is great to see people prepared 
to try. On the first Saturday in July we were thrilled with the number of members who 
came to afternoon tea at The Joyce Price Centre to deliver patches, have a chat and 
some afternoon tea – thank you to Waminda for their assistance with the food. There 
were over 80 ladies present. Agnes Guide Bear was able to see some of the patches. 



Sheila, the Shop Manager, was also very pleased with us. Jane managed to sell over 
$700 worth of stock – well done ladies. The shop is very supportive of us and it’s great 
to be able to support them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AGNES GUIDE BEAR 

 

 

 
 

 

Agnes Guide Bear has been visiting Victoria lately. Agnes was made by Western 
Australian Guilds with the idea of visiting all States in Australia before 2010. She will 
end up in Canberra for the Gathering in April 2010. She visited several functions with 
me. She attended State Executive and welcomed people to Guide Centre and 
assisted Wendy Lewis our CEO with the running of the State. We were also very 
pleased to take her photo with the Hon. Wendy Baden Powell for her diary. She 
received a Butterfly Award from the State Team for her work in publicising Guiding in 
the community. She has also been presented with a first aid pouch like those that we 
kept in our pockets when we were Guides and I’ve heard a rumour about her having 
her own quilt.  She has now moved on to Queensland. 
 

 

 
 



We are looking forward to attending the Gathering in Canberra next year (April/May). 
We have not received the details at this stage but I will forward them as soon as I get 
them. 
 
It is Victoria’s turn to hold the Gathering in 2012. A small committee has started making 
some plans. A badge has been designed, see below, and you will continue to see for the 
next three years. We visited Ballarat and have booked Ballarat and Queens Anglican 
Grammar School for the actual conference. It is a comfortable site with good heating 
and a wonderful Performing Arts Centre where we can hold the actual conference part.  
As time goes on we will be asking you all to become involved in planning, organising 
and attending the Gathering. Any ideas you have can be forwarded to me. 
 

 
 
Our State 24 Hour Gathering will be held at Nerrim East in October. I hope to see many 
of you present. Thank you to Cardinia Guild for organising this event for us. 
 
My thanks must go to Jill Harvey for all her hard work as Treasurer, to Cappuccino 
Trefoil Guild for organinsing the Annual General Meeting; to Wendy Lewis and her staff 
at Guide Centre for their help and a special thank you to Jane Pennington who has been 
on the end of the phone or email, with a quick response, if I have had any queries or 
tasks to be carried out. 
 
Once again thank you to all the Guilds who have made my year such a happy one. 
Thank you for your welcome to Rae when we visit. It is great to have someone to talk to 
and assist with the driving as I travel the State. Someone asked if I actually drive as Rae 
seems to do most of the driving – over many years I have driven myself all over the 
State attending trainings but as I get older!!! It’s great to have company. 
 
Best wishes for another successful year. 
 
Jan 
 
Janice R Allitt OAM 
Trefoil Guild Adviser. 



 

Financial Statement Trefoil Guild of Victoria, 2008-09 
 
 
 

Carried forward:14th July 2008 $9,801.90 

Receipts 

 

 

Annual Subs 24,760.15 

Donations 4,530.60 

Badges/scarves/shirts 164.50 

Interest 18.02 

Cents for years of service 322.85 

Quilt 10.00 

 

Total Income 

 

39,608.02 

  

Expenditure 

 

 

Advisers expenses travel/postage/gifts/ 

W.A. display/ Gathering exp W.A 

2,553.43 

Subscriptions to Guide Centre 22,376.25 

Subs to Australia 3,875.00 

A.T.G.A. – scarves/badges etc 246.75 

Quilt 41.94 

Refund 33.00 

Guide Shop 58.80 

Donations 1,254.00 

 

Total Expenditure 

 

30,439.17 

 

Balance in bank as at 12th June 2009 

 

9,168.85 

 
 


