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EXECUTIY E CO:mIITTEE. 

Minutes of a meeting- of the Executh'c Com­
III ittce of thc Gir'l Guid('s' A!'~o('iation, Yic­
tol'ia, h('ld at the Guid£' Ofli('(' on ~oth Non'm­
her', 1940:-

PI'('s('nt,-Lad~' Chauyel, M csdames Faull;:­
ner, Blackwood and Tate, and .i\Tisse~ Call1eron, 
I )I'llr~·. Harrison, La~cell('s. ?T oran, l'llrnE'll, 
Hitchic, S" .. inhul'l1c and (hc Secrctary, 

AA','ccll : 
That thc annual bulanc .. she('t for thc ypnl' 

end<'LI ;,lIt11 Septembel', 1940, bp acceptcd~ 
That nE'xt year' ,'emindcrs should hE' sent out 

phout the le"y nnd annual donations, 
That in future a list of subscriptions for' 

";lTatildu" should hc published eaeh month, 
and rl'ccipts shoulu not hp sent unlcss a stamp­
cd Lludr('sscd en .... elope \\'crc ene'lose'd, 

That a new t~ pe\\'riter Sllould he purc11aHefl 
for (lIP office, 

That an experiment of clcflring the \\'ater in 
the swimming pool by thc fllul11 solution me­
thod should be made, 

That Lauy ChauH'1 and the Secr'etary should 
attend a meeting to he held to diHcuss futuro 
plans for earr'ying on th" wOl'k in ('onneetion 
with tl1(> Hong' Kong yiHitors, 

HC)lOl·ted: 
That £~7 had heen I'('ceh'e,l 1'01' the Care­

taker"s Cottage since la:;;t meeting-, 
That ;IT!'. Hamel' hfld made various fmgges­

tions in reference to the proposed alterations 
to the Constitution, 

'rhat lll', McFarland had consented to pro­
pose the adoption of the annual report at the 
annual llH'eting, that Sir IItll'I'Y Lawson would 
Pl'OPOSe the adoption of the halan('e sheet. 

That plans wel'p hping- made for the party 
(0 he held at ;lIiRS 1'ooll11an'" on 7th 1)('ccl11-
1)el'. 

That a letter of thanl,s had been rc'eeh'eri 
ff'onl :\Trs. Orr. for thp E:'\l'('uth"(','s 111Pssagf> on 
thc birth of her !'on, 

That a letter had been r'('('(lived from 1\11'5, 

Knig-ht saying that the election of office-bearer,; 
to the Guiders' Committee had been postponed 

IlI1til the next mceting on 7th Welll'1HlI'Y, The 
('ommittee had appointed :'IUss HalTison to 
continue as Guiders' represcntath'c on the Exe­
euti"c Committee until area representatives 
had "epn appointed, 

That a letter had been I'pcei"ed f!'Olll Lady 
Clarendon, the new Overseas Commissioner, 
t hanl, ing the Association for further cuses of 
clothing, 

That a Ileam "ireless had been r'eceived 
from :\11'1', ;llal'sham, Chairman of the Imperial 
Exe('uti\'e Coml11ittee. aekno\dedging ~4 cases 
or clothing. 

That a letter had been recci,'ed from l\frs, 
~lunley l'~1del', acting President of the Chil­
dl'en's Hospital Auxiliary, expressing apprE'ci­
ation of the work done by Guides and GuidE'l's 
in helping to sort waste paper, and asking for 
fUl'ther sUPl,ort from the Association in sort­
ing sil"l'r paper at the Central Dl'1)0t. 

Houline and tinancial lmsine!>s was tl'ans­
aet!'(1. 

:'II. B. BrSH, State ~\"('1'etary. 

WARRA~TS Al'IO REGISTRATIONS. 

Captain, 
],.,t Rtl'ath Creel,;, ;lTiss D, J, Lade: 1st Aillert 

ParI,;, :'IriSH L, Brand; 1st Fairfield, ;lliss K, 
Bryant: 1st South 1\Ielhourne, ;lliss ;II. Newell: 
1st Garclenvale, ::\Tiss A, E, \ValT: 1:11> Geelong', 
:'Iliss V. Holden: 1 st Heidelher'g, ;lTiss N, V, 
\\'alters: CalTajung P'outh, ;IIi!>;; p, ::\lelntyre, 

Lieutenant. 
1 st ('!'O~'<JOJ1, l\[iss H, C,'uppe,'; 1 "t Had wc11, 

l\fi~s L. Nl'I~on: ~nd Hawthol'l1, :Uiss ',\', An­
nan,1. 

Pa('ks. 
1st Newport; 1st Red Cliffs: 9a Hawthorn: 

1 Ht Reymou I', 

Ct\XCELlu\'l'IOXS. 

ClIlltain. 
1st Slawell, ~1iss ::-'L Lon~, 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS FROM THE 
STATE COMMISSIONER. 

"Matilda's" January issue gives me an op­
portunity to send you a New Year's message. 
In wartime, one's thoughts go first to one's 
country and next to one's friends, and I do 
want to send you all my most sincere good 
wishes for the coming year. 

I thinl, that we can look back on a year 
of satisfactory Guide work, but now is the 
time of good resolutions, so let us resolve that 
this will be a better year still for our Com­
panies and Packs, and for whatever war work 
we are doing. 

'With regard to the latter, I have this mom­
ing (16th December) read in the paper that 
a number of newly-al'rived cases of clothing, 
which we have sent to England have been 
distributed between London, Manchester, Bris­
tol, Southampton, North Shields, and Merthyr 
Tydvil. Most of these towns, as you have seen 
in the papers, have been badly bombed. It is 
a great thing to know that our Guide war 
worl, has been able to help substantially at a 
time when this help was so desperately needed. 
[ hope that during the coming year we will be 
able to continue and to increase the supply. 

Again, good wishes to you all. 

Sibyl Chauvel 

EDITORIAL. 

An Old Guide paid a very beautiful tribute 
to her brothel' who died rt'cently. "He was 
always so interested in YOU, in what you wel'e 
thinking and doing." And because such in­
terest is rare, it strikes one very forcibly. 

So much of OUI' Guide training aims at mak­
ing us more observant-recognise twelve liv­
ing things, discover something of interest, 
lmow how to stall< and tracl<-all of which 
help us to have eyes that see, not only the 
beauty and wonder of nature, but also to 
really see the people we are with, so that we 
become aware of their interests, their needs, 
their joyS and their sorrows. . 

These days are crowded with the many 
things that must be done, and it is so easy 
to be overwhelmed by things- that loose term 
which embraces so much; and because of our 
absorption in them we often neglect the big­
gest opportunities for service, on e, too, that 
takes no additional toll of our time. namely, 

just being genu ine ly interested in the peopl e 
we are with at home, ·at wol'i,. and at play. 

The year 1941 is here, and is going to ask 
much of us. Let us beware of the little hind­
rances, and pray to be l<ept from the slacl,­
n ess of indiffercnce and a thoughtless disl'e­
gal'd fOI' others. 

EDITOR. 

ANNUAL MEETING. 

The annual meeting of the Girl Guides' As­
sociation, Victoria, " 'as held at the Guide Office 
on 27th ovember, 1940, in the presence of 
Lady Dugan, tate President. Lady Chauvel, 
State Commissioner, took the chair, and the 
meeting was attended by about 120 members 
and subscribers. 

Lady Dugan congratulated the Association 
on its fine and constructive work during the 
year, and particularly on the splendid war ef­
fort. L.'1.dy Dugan thanl{ed a ll those who had 
helped, including the friends outside the Move­
ment. 

In giving hel' good wishes to all members 
of the Association. Lady Dugan expressed hel' 
willingness to give every assistance during the 
coming yeal'. 

Lady Chauvel, in expressing our thanks and 
appreciation to Lady Dugan, referred specially 
to the interest which Lady Dugan shows in 
the Guides and Brownies in the country, and 
the pleasUl'e it gives to them to be visited by 
th eir State President. 

In moving the adoption of the annual report, 
Dr. Margaret McFarland referred to the fact 
that the Guide Movement is working for the 
same aims as the Kindergartens, and made a 
special plea fOl' more Brownie Packs to be 
formed in crowded industrial areas. 

Miss C. Duncan seconded the resolution. 
The balance sheet was presented by Mr. 

Hal'vie, in the absence of Mr. Treloar, and its 
adoption was PI'oposed by Sir Harry Lawson 
and seconded by Mrs. F. W. Head. 

A vote of thanks to the Honoral'y Treasurer, 
the Honorary Auditor, and the Honorary Legal 
Adviser was proposed by Mrs. Faulkner and 
seconded by Mrs. Blackwood. 

Miss J. Macdonald gave a tall, on her re­
cent experiences in connection with the evacu­
ation of children from London, and with chil­
dren on the voyage from England. 

A vote of thanks to the speakers was pro­
posed by Miss Swinburne, seconded by Mrs. 
Edmondlion. 
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GUIDE WAR APPEAL. 

The whole of the Guide Wal' Appeal is to 
close fl'om 20th December till 6th January, 
but on 6th January and evel'y Monday and 
Thursday dUl'ing Janual'Y, the foul'th floor 
dE'spatch I'oom will be open at the usual hours, 
and packing will be continued, 

On Monday, 3rd February, all sectio'1S of 
the War Appeal will reopen. 

We hal'e been busier than usual dul'i'1~ De­
cembel', and when we close for r.l1e holidays 
we should have approximately £685 '.\·orth of 
materials on hand and a very satisfactory l.'al­
ance in the bank. 

Guide Districts havE' been wonderfully good 
in their efforts to raise money during the past 
few weeks, and the efforts of at least two in­
dividuals are surely worthy of mention. 

Miss Judith North, aged eight, held a bazaar 
at hel' home instead of a birthday party, lind 
the nett result for the War Appeal [uncls was 
£12/17/1l. 

Major C. O. Fairbairn instl'ueted Dalg·.lty & 
Co. to credit us with the sum raised by the 
sale of a truck of Danongill cattle, and tLat 
cheque was received on Friday, 13th Decem­
ber. It amounted to £148/14/4. Who says 
that Friday, 13th, is unlueky?-P. M. Russell. 

CONFERENCE OF BADGE SECRET ARIES 
AND EXAMINERS. 

Tho fourth Conference of Badge Secrotal'ics 
and Examiners was held at Guide Head­
quarters on the evening of 24th October, 1940. 

In opening the Confel'ence, the Chairwoman 
said: At a previous Conference the objectives 
of Badge work were given as character tl'ain­
ing: gcneral usefulnE'ss; findinrr a possible vo­
cation; hobbies for leisure. Now lYe feel that 
the emphasis is on character training and 
general usefulness: the basis of general use­
fulness is practical Imowledge and this cannot 
be too emphatically stressed, 

Since the outbreak of war wherever there 
are GuidE'S the value of Guide training has 
been proved over and over again. PI'oficienC'y 
Badges form a very definite part in Guide 
training, showing how important and neces­
sary it is that the preparation and testing fOI' 
badges should be carried out so that the Guide 
will gain the utmost from them. It is so easy 
to ask theoretical questions and not find out 
just holl' much practical knowledge the Guide 
has; e.g., Child Nurse, has she bathed a child ? 
Sick Nurse. has she really made a bed with a 
patient in it? So often in P.O. and R. it says: 
"Have a practical I{nowledge," and that means 
doing things. The examiner ('an find out by 
any means he liltE's what the Guide has done 
and whethel' she can do the things required. 

QuestionR ",el'e then asl,ed on vanous 
Badges, such as Artist, Minstrel Singers and 
Badges covered by school work. Queries and 
answers on these questions can b, obtained, if 

desired, fl'om a more detailed report. 
Difficulties with regard to the Chiid Nurse 

Badge were discussed, Guides need help when 
pI'eparing for this Badge, and must have ex­
perience with children, The last section, mend­
ing and washing of children's clothes, must 
not be forgotten, a nd samples of work don e 
must be bl'ought to the test, In the past, Baby 
Health Centres have been very helpful by both 
preparing and testing Guides for this Badge. 
It was felt that kindergal'ten graduates might 
be willing to help with this Badge, 

Since the onference, a consultation has 
been held with the Principal-elect of the Kin 
dergarten College who is willing to provide 
exam ine l's where needed. (Applications to be 
made through the Commissioner fOl' Tests and 
Badges.) 

How the Guide ('ould obtain practical ex­
perience was discussed and suggestions ma.·:le 
were: Visits to the Kindergarten Holiday Home 
and to get in touch with Leaders of Play 
Centres. 

It was agreed by several examinel's pI'es('nt 
that the posseSSion of a school certift~ate for 
cooking did not necessal'ily mean a pI'adical 
I,nowledge of cooking unless the certificate I-as 
been obtained recently. This certificate CO'lers 
the Guide Badge with the exception of u,;e of 
the hay box. It is necessal'y for the Gui<le to 
have a Simple I,nowledge of food values as 
stated in P,O, and R. This section was I,on' e­
li mes forgotten. 

It was decided recipes could be used at the 
test, but certain basic principles should be 
l{nown fl'om memol·Y. 

1n regard to testing for Secretary Badge 
(Ranger) it was asl,ed if the examiner ll!list 
ue an accountant, but it was agreed that a 
trained bookkeeper was sufficient. It was em­
phasised that a knowledge of making a proflt 
and loss account was required, not Inel't~ly a 
balance sl1('et.-M. Moore, 

DISTRICT NEWS. 

Rally Helel at Dimboola. 

Tn ideal weather' on Saturday, 14th Decem­
ber. the Westel'll Wimmera Diyision of the Girl 
Guides held a field day at the Dimboola Park, 
when 85 Guides, together with 11 Guiders, 
joined in the activities, Companies repre­
sented were Horsham (lst and 2nd Companies, 
1st Horsham Brownie Pacl,), Nhill, Hopetoun 
and Dimboola. 

On arrh'al at the park at 10.30 a.m., the 
Guides assembled and sang the National An­
them. This was followed by a march past, 
the salute being taken by Mrs, A. C, Bennett 
(nivision Commission er), MI's, L. D. Taylor 
(Distr jot Commissioner), and the Commissioner 
fl'om Hopetoun (Mrs. John Roberts). The 
Guides wel'e then drafted into Patrols and en­
joyed lunch. 

An inter- ompany sports programme was 
provided, the pennant being won by the Hor­
sham 1st Company, The points were as fol-
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lows:-Horsham 1st, 17; Horsham 2nd, 14; 
Nhill, 10; Hopetoun, 7; Dimboola, 6. 

Afternoon tea was enjoyed and each Com­
pany sang a ~hort Guide song in turn . The 
neatest camp fire was provided by a Patrol 
led by Patsy Capp, of Dimboola. 

The Guides wish to thank the Local A,,::;o ­
ciation and Boy Scouts for their assistallGe in 
the a rrangements, a lso Mrs. L. T. Fitzg-er'1.ld 
for assisting in th e judging. 

CHRI TMAS PARTY FOR GUIDE WAR 
APPEAL. 

Being inspired by th e acco unt of Sldpton's 
Penny Party, 3n. Ranger Co., Geelong, decided 
that their Xmas Party should be run or. s im!­
lar lines. 

The Rangers decorated the room w ith Xlflas 
favours. The main decoration was ,t large 
Christmas tree, and on this all the girLS ,,:c re 
tied in red and blue paper, the ,'eu p'LI"('e1s 
were sold for a p enny and the blue tor th,..~e­

p ence. 
Penny cal<es, drinl<s and jellies w ere sold 

at one stall, and p enny sweets :tt anoth'Jr. 
A bull-board was a big attradioil, it {:('nny 

a shot, a nd a life-size pa inting of a Guidc 
on which you tried to pin a badge was very 
popular. Organised games were played in a n­
other room with groups o( childl'en. 

Finally, when all the pennies were spent, 
we sang Christmas carols, hoping we would 
send evc ryone home with as peaceful a Christ­
mas spiJ"it as possibl e. 

As a resut! of this small e ffort, £4/11/6 was 
handed to the District Secl'etary to buy \\"001. 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO CHILDREN 
IF HITLER WON. 

(FI'om the Dcpal·tJlIent of lnrot'maUOH, 
bt'oadcast by Mary Grant BI1.1CC) 

Throughout Germany Hitler takes the chil­
dren as his partners in a great plan. From 
five years old he tells them that service to 
Germany is all that matters to a German; that 
they only count in so far as they do their ut­
most for Germany. At once it's made attrac­
tive for them. There are flags, bands, marches, 
jolly games, all planned carefully by psycholo­
gical experts to develop the child in the right 
way. 

Even in those baby years, those exercises 
that are made so delightful, teach disciplined 
movements and preparation for war. War is 
taught them as a mental and bodily ideal. Their 
minds are soaked with the conviction of Ger­
man greatness, Germany's future as world 
conqueror. They are taught to despise any 
creed that gives liberty and equality to all. 
"You are to be the conquerors," they are told. 
"You must make yourselves fit to be conquer­
ors." 

Throughout school years this ideal is never 
allowed to slacken for German boys and girls. 
It is so presented that they themselves WANT 

it, and will make their own efforts to attain it. 
You have won your battle with a child when 
you reach that point. The boy has begun to be 
a National-Socialist, his chief aims, war and 
pride and intolerance. The girl is apt to be­
come even more fanatically National-Socialist. 
Inwardly she rebels against the hard fact that 
she cannot be a soldier; very well then, she will 
make herself as much of an Amazon as she 
can, working for every party effort. Then the 
Fuhrer will be pleased with her and although 
no little Nazi is encouraged to think about 
pleasing God, every little Nazi knows well that 
the only safe course in life, the only course 
made pleasant, is to please the Fuhrer. 

To a free and democratic people all this 
sounds a disgusting policy. But face another 
fact. Nazism has so regimented its adherents 
that they have reversed old standards of values. 
What seems to us beyond all question evil, is 
not evil to them; it is good. They honestly 
believe that theirs is the policy that is best for 
the world, and they are fighting and going hun­
gry because they believe they can enforce it 
on the world. 

It's worse than useless for us to ignore this, 
to shrug our shoulders in pity or disgust for 
people so mistaken. It's criminal folly to 
imagine that "it can't happen here." France 
said that-and Norway-and other countries. 
They all know better now. They learned their 
lesson in blood and tears. 

For what happens when Hitler conquers a 
country? There is a period of intense suffer­
ing and privation, during which many people 
die. The weaker children die in large numbers 
for lack of nourishment. That suits Hitler welL; 
he needs all the children he can muster, but he 
has no use for weaklings-let the weaklings 
die. No cry of a stricken mother ever touched 
the heart of the Dictator. 

That first period over, the work of reorgani­
sation begins, and one of the first steps con­
cerns the children. Educational systems are 
revised. National-Socialist teachers are ap­
pointed to every school-never selected be­
cause of scholarship, but because of proved 
efficiency as members of the Party. Children 
are fed, because they are Hitler's new acquisi­
tion of capital, not to be wasted. The iron grip 
of Nazi discipline closes upon them. 

It is not made unpleasant for them-better 
if it WERE made unpleasant. But the Nazis 
are too clever for that. They plan for the 
future. Older people may be sent to concentra­
tion camps or left to endure life under the heel 
of the victors, but the children are important. 

They are the material needed for fighting and 
working in the future, for further conquests. 

And how pitifully vulnerable are the minds 
of young children, How easy it is to discredit 
for them all their parents once taught them, 
to give them new standards of conduct and of 
life. In that, the Nazi technique is masterly, 
and it is being applied now to children of con­
quered countries. It will be applied every­
where-if Hitler wins. Think hard on these 
things, you fathers and mothers who love your 
children. Don't put it aside as a danger re-
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mote from you---danger has a way nowadays 
of coming nearer with terrible swiftness. Give 
-and fight-and work, to destroy that tide of 
conquest. You can take chances for yourselves 
-you dare not take chances for the souls of 
your children. 

LIGHTS OVER THE WORLD. 

FROM THE COUNCIL FIRE 

(By Katharine Furse) 
When the war began in 1914, Lord Grey, who 

was the Foreign Minister in Great Britain, 
said: "The lamp!:' are going out all over Eu­
rope; we shall not see them again in our life­
time." 

And then after the war many of us thought 
that the lamps had been re-lit in the League 
of Nations, and in what seemed to us to be a 
universal and fundamental desire for peace. 

Now the lights which are under human con­
trol are out again in those countries which are 
again at war. We are facing a human black­
out every night, but this does not mean that 
God's lights are out. 

In a train lately a woman said to me that she 
had not realised before how the stars could 
light up the sea. Our streets, too, have be~n 
lit on clear nights by the most marvellous dis­
play of planets and stars, and the f!lOon seems 
to shine more calmly and more brightly than 
ever before. Possibly God's light may be used 
to guide the machines of destruction, but they 
can never be wholly connected with this in our 
minds. In the country we are accustomed to 
walk without artificial light, and find our way 
in spite of the darkness. So let it be in our 
hearts. 

We are feeling the suffering of humanity 
acutely; we know that it is more general and 
as intense as suffering has ever been before. 
V'I'e appreciate that those of us who are spared 
have great responsibilities to carry for those 
who are suffering, and we try not to be selfish. 
We believe that the lights will shine again in 
Europe, and we hope that those lit by human 
hand may, in the future, be les garish than 
they have been in the last few years. 

We are becoming more conscious of the need 
for Spiritual Light, and our faith is that our 
world movement may help to kindle this in the 
hearts of all those who have accepted the fel­
lowship. 

The sun shines by day and the moon, planets 
and stars by night equally on all parts of the 
world and on the children of all creeds and 
races without distinction. The fact that child­
ren are suffering in many countries will draw 
us closer together and even more altruistically 
for their protection in the future. 

TEAMWORK. 

This old story has been quoted so often that 
most of us have lOI'gotten the original COI1-

text:-
"Two men were carrying a heavy log when 

a friend said to one, "Your mate is not carry­
mg his share." 

• The man replied, "I can't help that. All I 
have to do is to keep my end up." 

In Guiding we stress the importance of each 
individual working with the rest for the good 
of the group and for others. Just at the saw 
will do its work successfully only when every 
one of its teeth are in place, so will any enter­
prise succeed only when each one is doing his 
share-and perhaps a bit more than his share. 

But have you discovered this for yourself. 
Have you ever noticed how many of the 

Guide Laws embody the spirit of teamwork? 
Think for instance, of all that "honour" and 
loyalty imply. And, is not teamwork implied 
when we say a Guide is "useful," "friendly," 
"cheerful" ? 

The saYing grace of leadership is a sense 
of humour, a quality which every really great 
leader has possessed-that ability to lighten 
it task with a jest and thereby inspire in a 
group the will to work together. The comrade­
ship of a common objective and shared effort 
is quickened by shared laughter. 

The rule of courtesy which abounds among 
Guide people is another very important ele­
ment of teamwork, both within the movement 
and in our relations with others outside. Be­
cause they know that we are Guides, people 
expect us to show them the same sense of 
values, sincerity, kindliness, co-operation, and, 
of course, leadership that we show each other. 

Once in a while someone outside the move­
ment will have an opportunity to jibe, "And 
you a Guide!" Our reputation for high ideals 
is extensive, and when we do not maintain it 
the reaction is unfavourable not only on our­
selves as Guides, but on the whole movement. 

Courtesy is, after all, the power to slip into 
another's shoes and see things from an angle 
not one's own-from the other fellow's point 
of view. 

It is difficult for Guides who live far apart 
to find opportunities of knowing and helping 
each other. To solve the problem the system 
of holding periodic conferences was estab­
lished. 

Conferences provide a means for a better 
unde"stHllding, discussion of common problems 
and pooling ideas for future policy. Every 
branch of Guiding needs this regular revitalis­
ing stimulus-Patrol Leaders, Guiders and 
Commissioners-in the District, the Division, 
the State, and the Dominion. 

Conferences give the Guide and Guider alike 
a vision of the movement as a whole-they 
learn to think nationally, not in terms of local 
problems. The national point of view explores 
thoroughly each question under discussion, and 
considers the effect of its decisions upon the 
whole constituency. 

In this way we Guiders and Commissioners 
can play our allotted roles, keeping eyes open 
for the most urgent tasks. It is our responsi­
bility to help to infuse into these troubled times 
the spirit of team work which will bring us 
through to success, during this present war­
and after we begin to rebuild. 

-(From "The Canadian Guidi!'.") 
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'l ' iIE \\'ANOEBI ' w..; 01,' nORACE. 

1 [ol'a('1' has b een on th e warpath again­
the \Va l'path of ffort to Rprl'ad undel'standing 
and peare. sound training- and good ('itizen­
Rhip. through the m('(liulll of thl' Girl Guid<' 
lVfov menlo 

Perhaps ~'ou may remembel' lhat, last year. 
a certain Divisional Commissioner wanted to 
('xl nd and consolidat(' Guiding in ]1C'r Divi­
r'[on. so HOI'aee was bought and a Guid(,I' 
drovp him here and ther, up and down. 
th rough rain and flood. trying to turn that 
('oln111ission r's vision into facts. One facet 
of thp vision is very int resting, because she 
roresaw that children from E;ngland might be 
coming her, shl' wanted to ha\'(' Guiding­
onl' familial' thing in a strange land- ready 
for them; and here they com. 

Do \\1'. as Guiders. rl'alise what thought 
ap.d ('a1'(' our Commissione;'s put into th l' sue­
cl'~srll1 running or OUI' Companil's and Packs? 
Dpratlsp th('), do Hot sharc' with us th(' wepkly 
round of \\01'1, and fun-find I grant you 
t he 1'(' is worl,. but hm't tll('rl' fllways worl, 
,t ta('hl'd to anything that is worth \"hile? Do 
hI' s011'l'ti1l1l'S tltinl, that thl'Y had all thl' fun 
r!l1d ,,101'), and 110ne of' the wOl'k? I sug­
: pst ll;al ~'ou thinl, ug'flin if you 1'('('1 Iikl' 
that, 

Sel'ing tll Companies again this year was 
trp;,lendously inlel'esting-a sort of tying up 
and finishing off the threads that had been 
"pun on the previous visit. Companies that 
had been already establishl'cl showed dpfinite 
Bigns of progress-Captains and Brown Owls 
were bl'ing tl'sted for' warrants, Guides were 
(' I'ying' out for Second elm;s t sting. and many 
\"erl' t11(, bu:;y ,lays spent out in grC'en pa(l­
L1ocl'~;' stnlldng-. I I'ncl, ing. sig-nalling. I,notling. 
lighting lin'~ in gusty winds! So MANY wert ' 
tlw questions askpd by lhl' Guider's. nil of 
whom \\'('1'1' just beginning to realise OIP 
thin gs they wanted to know. Probably all 
the questions had b{' n tall<:ed about last year 
- but there was so much to absol'b them 
thl'n. that finer points weI' quit an impos­
sibili ty. 

Oh. you GuidC'rs who live in the cities. have 
you any idea of the probll'ms of th country'? 
If a difficulty ('rops UP. YOU ring up YOll!' 
'om missioner or H adqual'ters and it is fixe(\ 

in no lime. If you fepl rusty. you go to a 
training class. If in n eed of a tr'aining weel, 
01' camp. it costs you so ]jtll{' to go-even 
\\,eel{-enLls can be tit ted in. BUT- if YOll arl' 
in the counl ry, YOUI' Commissionl'r probably 
lives 50 mill'S away-youl' training has b en 
done by eorresp ndence (a g r l'at help. but 
quitC' th last I'xciting way of leal'ning Guid­
;ng)-thel'e is no one to ask quickly because 
'0 ()ne I{nows any more than yoU do! You 
have n{'ver sl'en a Company meeting run. and 
.'OU just us your imagination and do your 
best-and the exciting thing is. WHAT a best 
it ver'Y often is. Allowing for the dif[er­
en('es of environment and personality. it is 
ASTONISHTNG how the spirit of Guiding 
triumphs O\'er all obstncl eR, \\'ell. yOlll' ('0111 -

----------,-------
liliR.,ionl'l· I,no\\':-; of yom' lrouhll' R. so slIP dol'S 
bpI' Ill'st to Ill'ing' 1mining and ])1':)C'liC'fll IIPI]1 
to you. 

Onp of tltl' mOl>1 d('lightful ' om paniC's 1 
I,now. ('onsisls of ('ight Guidl's-(]wl'e may be 
1111'1'1' or four more now. \\'ho "dink" on 
bicyC'le or pony about fOUl' 111ilC's-and t\\'o 
Vl'n' nl'w and young (luidl'rs. TIl!'Y m l'p l in 
a paddol'k. and the Golf Club has given th(>111 
lhl' I'j g-h t to usp theil' tin y clubhousl'. should 
till' w('ath I' be unprollitious, Last yeal' thl' 
Guiders 11'<'1'(' found and tl'ained . on(1 m I'ting 
waR h III \\illl t11e pr'os])l'clive Guides. and 
no\\" 11l('y al'l' all in uniforl:l . doing noll Cflll 
Drill :1 HI having Firs! Aid and Relay Ral'es 
\\'ilh the bpst of' them. Such a pile of \\'001 
had C01>le from H adquarlel's to b e knitted 
uP. loo. the l ast tim e T was there. I expect 
to SCI' Firf!t Class GuidE'S in that Company 
one of these days, 

A Divisional Training Class is a joyous af­
fuir. and great is thl' contriving of the 
Guidel's to attend. Tmnf!port i s tlie diff\('ully. 
hut this i~ inval'iab ly OV(>I·comp. and llwm­
bel'S of' tltl' host(>:;s Local Association give 
war'm hospilalit~' to tlH' faraway on s. This 
is thl' only ehane(' thl' Guidl'rs havl' of mix­
inp' with othl'rs and losing tltl' isoIilted feeling 
tha' I'an I'ome \l'hl'n you :) 1'1' tu('ked away in 
thl' hills and thl' only uniforms YOll eV(>I' see 
ar your own, It is not always easy to be­
lieH' that you are a part of a big world-wide 
Mo\·ement. with a wide. deep aim at the back 
of fts activities. when you just seem to be 
hav:ng fun cooking chops on th e creek at the 
foot of Liputenant's hill. Th e pI'obl III of 
I'OWS to b0 r1ill':('d and distance to be ov(>I'­
('omp an' v ery I'eal in th e country. 

Slicl< to it, you aplains and nl'own Owls 
of Ih l' Op,'11 spaceR-YOU Lieutenants an.1 
'~'a\Vni e>; wlto arc lhe bacldlonl' of tho Com­
panil's and Pa('ks, Your Guiding is not e as~' 

to COIllI' by. but thl' r al Guid" spirit is in 
you-thc;' pioneC'ring Rpirit of yoU," grand­
llarnts that overcome (·ndless. enol'mous dif­
Jculties. You ar0 giving your Guides ant! 
B rownies something sti'ong and stN1.dy. S0111P­
thing with a hir-h ideal to r errch out to, in a 
t i !:ll' when ideals S(>Pll1 to b e crashing about 
Uf!, You an' building b('[ter than you know-
1]0 s lick to it.- M. Hoffmeycl'. 

"lORE ABO{"J' \\'OOLT,Y ANBL\JJS. 

(I~l'om "Th Guidel· ... Januar·y. 1923.) 

The I'abbits al'0 mado with two pairs of card­
board shapes, oval 1'01' body. 4 ~ Inches x 3 
inches, hole. 1 ~ inches x 6-8th ineh. Cit'cle 
fOl' head. 2 inches. hole in centre. ~ inch, The 
winding is more complicated for these. as they 
al'e done in two colour·s. grey and white, 01' 
blue and white; a little pink wool will also 
be required 1'01' the noso. Commence with the 
ilody. h a lf of \\'hich is wound in white. and half 
in colour: clip into shape of I'abbit's body. 
"'01' til(' hl',,,1 takl' thl' pinl< \\'001. \\'ind ahout 



8 MATILDA January, 1941. 

14 strandfl in one place on the shape, then 
join on the coloured wool, and wind one or 
two thicknesse,' right round the shape, then 
join on the white wool and wind until the hole 
in cent"c is nearly filled up; fill this in com­
pletely with thc colou,'cd wool. Clip round and 
tic as ro,' the chick, and clip into the shape 
of a l'abbit's h ead by cutling away at each 
side, l~or the ears talce the coloured wool, 
c,'ochet 14 chain and wol'l, 11 treble, in chain, 
3 t,'cble in last slitch, 11 treble down other 
side of chain, work 1 treble into each stitch 
unlil coneet s ize is reached, fasten orc ends, 
tlll'ead a piece of fine wire and run it round 
the outer edge of ear, draw the ends of wire 
through the head, twist them, cut fairly short, 
nnd push well up into the head, Sew the head 
firmly on to the body, For the feet wind the 
('olou,'ed wool 30 times round fOUl' fingers, tie 
firmly in centre, bend o\'er and tie again a nd 
cut, so it [o,'ms a short tassel, leave a long 
end ; make two feet colou,'ed and two white; 
the tail is made in the same way, also in white, 
Sew in the two coloured (eet as fore feet, and 
the white as hind feet, a lso sew the tail into 
position: these will ,'equire a little c li pp in g into 
shape, Sew two boot buttons in 1'0" eyes and 
YOUI' bunny rabbit is complete, Baby rabbits 
are made in the same way, smaller eyes will be 
1'0qui!'ed 1'0" these, Measurement fo,' body: 
3 inches x 2 inches, hole in centre, 1 inch x ~ 
inch: head, 1 ~ inch ci,'cle, hole in centre, ~ 
inch, The family of rahbits, mothe,' bunny 
and two babies a"e an exceptionally good 
selling line, especially if pacl,ed in a b"ightly 
covered box, 

(TO BE COXTI:\" ED,) 

PUBLICATIO S RECElVED. 

.. j, dven tll ring," £;outh Australia, 
" Uandc , "'UllCS," Brazil. 
"Gil'l Guide Courier," \Vestern Australia, 
"', hI' Council Fire," 
' ''I he Waratah," New South Wales, 

Editor': Elsie Sydes, 

Our grateful thanks go to fiss Watson for 
taking charge of this column during Miss 
Syde's absence, Bush Lore has been much en ­
joyed and we thank Miss Watson very much 
for all the helpful information she gave us, 

EDITOR. 

"This instinct for a free life hl the open is 
as natural anl! wholesome as the gratification 

of hunge,' and thirst and love, It is Nature's 
recall to the simple mode of existence that she 
intended us for," 

-"Camping and Woodcraft," by Kephart, 
And so "Good Camping and Good Luck" fOI' 

the NC'w Year, 

BIRD OF THE MONTH 

Sacred IGngfisher 

Vve are vel'y lucky in Australia with our 
hirds-the variety is wide, the colouring mag­
nifici nt, the singing enchanting and many 
birds al'C most rema,'kable in their habits, ,The 
kingtishl'r is one that is particulal'ly well repre­
sented, And what a beauty he is! No Guide 
seeing him skim gracefu lly by, the sunlight 
glancing on his shinning back of greenish-blue 
cou ld fail to be excited, He is one of those 
hl'autiful birds one dreams about only this 
1ime he is "e ,'y real. His shining back and 
head arc sepa,'ated by a collar of a whitish 
colou,' which adds to his beauty and under­
neath he is a cI'eamy colou,', The Guides will 
pick out his big bill and his shortish tail, quitt! 
rC'adily and you can tell them that the former 
helps him to catch the small lizards, fish, 
cI'abs and food from the watm', and the large,' 
insects that he feeds on, You will find him 
along creeks, Mig,'atory he returns during 
Oeto1>el' in OUt' district, but Cayley gives the 
return as August 0,' early September and de­
partuI'e March, 

Desides the sheen, the big bill, the stump 
tail which has a habit of being jerked up and 
down and is held somewhat erect, he is easily 
id entified by thc monotonous call-generally 
fou,' notes then a break then four more with 
repeated monotony, It is a sort of "jap, jap, 
.iap, jap" (try it when feeling peevish), 

[ once had the opportunity of photographing 
a nest-in the bank of a creek and at first the 
photographe,' returned the negatives as failuI'es 
and unprinted, I had them for yea,'s and on 
going through my n egatives decided to get 
them printed at my own riSk, The result was 
qu ite good, showing the round hole and the 
white eggs within, The bird had not tl'oubled 
with a deep and sure refuge like the little 
pardalote, The entrance opened out almost 
at once into the domed hollow where lay the 
four white eggs, One couldn't b lame the photo­
grapher for not knowing what is was all about! 

Another Migratory Bird 

Ou,' old friend the RAUn30W BIRD, I hope 
people up orth are keeping a lookout for 
this beautiful bird too and his nesting burrow 
in the sand, 

j\ Community EIl'o.'t, 

Do you know that the white \\inged ch.oughs 
shar a nest'? In October we went for an early 
morning walk and saw several of these birdS 
disappeal' from a tree, they being shy birdS, 
1)0 you lmow their peculiar mournful whistle? 



January, 1941. MATI~DA 9 

Well we thought we heard young' birds and 
therp quitt: close was a large mud bowl placed 
upon a horizontal forked bough, and that 
was the choughs' nest. So we sat down behind 
the only cover-a smallish bush-and waited. 
We had almost given up in despair when quite 
silently and gracefully down flew foul' choughs 
and proceeded in turn to feed the large red 
mouths that stretched from that nest upon the 
end of inches of red neck. G"eat was the noise 
of the young. T1lis time three choughs de­
pal·ted to fOI'age and the fourth settled upon 
the babies, for the morning was windy and 
besides thel'e was a hawk screeching wheeling 
quite near. 

These birds are most interesting and enter­
taining to watch, but you would want to be by 
yourself or with one or two companions well 
tl'ained in keeping silence in the bush, for they 
are up and away as soon as they see or hear 
an apPI'oach. 

Eclitm',' Sydney Foott, 

CAMPS. 
This seems to have been a I'ound of gaiety, 

The Commissioner for Extensions and the As­
sistant Commissioner have been to so many 
pal'ties and there are mOI'e to come before 
Christmas. 

The 6th Post Guides had a vel'y exciting 
birthday party, at which most of the Company 
were present, and they had a beautiful birth­
da~' cake with mauve decol'ations-their Com­
pany COIOUI'S, They played various riotous 
games, including balloon football and "hot cop­
pel's," and also had a pl'escntation of service 
stars and proficiency badgcs. 'l'he badges in­
cluded needle woman's and clerk's. 

The 1st Post Guides al'c to hold their four­
teenth birthday on 14th December-in Fitz­
roy Gardens if it is fine, and indoors if not! 
It is a great excitement to think that a Post 
Guide Company has attained this ripe old age! 

The 5th Post Rangers held a party and 
I'aised the sum of 12/7 for the Berry Street 
Foundling Home, 

Old Guides. 
It has definitely been decided that the Ex­

tension Branch will form an "Old Guides' 
Circle," which will be attached to the Old 

C:uides of 3rd Melbourne Rangel's, and thus 
will be linked up with both Extensions and 
TIangers. 

Camp. 

Plans for the Guide Camp (1st and 6th 
Posts) at the Craft Hostel go forward most 
cxcitingly. Incidentally, the V.S,C.C. has most 
kindly lent the ambulance for transpol't at 
both the Guide camp and the Ranger week­
end. 

Tall<ing of the Ranger weel(-end, this is now 
definitely decided upon for the long Founda­
tion Day weck-end in Janual'y, and Miss J'ess 
MacDonald, who was captain of 1st Post 
Guides, is to be the Commandant. The fee 
will he 12/6, inclusive of fares, but the num­
bers are unfortunately limited, owing to the 
number of beds in the house! 

The answer to this, of course, is APPLY 
EARLY. It will be the early bird who catches 
this worm-Or rather, who has the opportun­
ity of watching the Iwol,aburras catching 
WOJ'IllS on th e campsite in f"ont of the house! 
By the way (and this has simply nothing to 
do with Extension notes!), did you Imow that 
lwolmburras BOUNCE along when on the 
gl'ound-neither walking nor hopping but 
bouncing lik e a soft b"own rubbel' ball. 

Unit'ol'ms. 

lt may ra.ther have sounded from the open­
ing of these notes that the C. for E. and the 
A,C, have nothing to do but attend parties­
not at a ll , they 5lpent a very busy evening 
sOl,ting out uniforms and classifying them as 
fit fOl' people in chail's or prams, and those 
suitable fOI' ambulatory people, There seems 
to be a great proportion of uniforms of the 
"length 48 inches, bust 48 inches" type-so if 
anyone has a unifol'm of the less heroic type 
or stn.tul'e to give away, we should b e very 
glad of it. The Guides cou ld be fed up to 
fill the unifol'ms, but this pl'esents some diffi­
culties. 

Chl'istmas Presents. 

PC'I'haps evel'yone in the Guiding world has 
decided against Christmas presents-or per­
haps it' s just heing kept as a lovely sU I'prise. 
But so far no one has come forwal'd with the 
Christmas pl'esent of a Guide 01' Rangel' Cap­
tain fOI' which we so hopefully appealed in 
last month's "Matilda." Another thought­
pel'haps you al'e being Scotch, and I,eeping it 
(01' th e New Year! 'l'hank you. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 

Jan , 6.-Guide Office opens. 
Feb, 22.-Thinl( ing Day. 
Feb. 22.-Wol'kin!:, Bee, Guide House. 
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(E(litOl'; Margaret lIeseltine.) 

All good wishcs to you, and may thc year 
be full of good things for you and your Packs. 

H'cl'e is a list of suggestions from Miss V. 
RhY8 Davids, GI'cat Brown Owl, as printed in 
"The Guider" a fcw yeal's ago, to givc you 
)I'csh ideas. 

Romc things to do in 1941:-
1. Make an Owl's boolc SCI'aps of informa­

tion about childl'cn, articlcs, poems and songs. 
Ideas about games and test wOI'le Plays found 
l;uccessful, also stories, anything to help you 
when you re-I'ead it at some future date, in 
fact an Owl's collection. 

2. Ro-read the Handbook. 
3. Visit at least two othel' Packs. 
4. Have a surprise meeting once a quarter. 

(Have you evel' asl< ed the' Pack to givc you 
one' '!) 

5. Get out mOl'e than last yeal·. 
6. Make a collection, and wl'ite about it. 

Hav you ever collected stones, 01' feathers. 
or bl'own things, holes (they have to be dl'awn 
as you can't bring them home), or stamps, or 
tiny things? 

7. Do a Pack "good-turn" on your Pack 
birthday. 

. Make up a play and act it. 
9. Get three first-class Browni es in the Pack. 
10, Find a Tawny if you haven't one, If 

you have, find one for somebody c lsc. 
, 11. Have an adventur~ with the I aclc 

12. Does your Pack posscss: 
A Pack log, 
A Pack library, 
A magic carpet. 

If not, what about it? 
V. A, TATE, 
Commissionel' (or Drownies. 

Brevities 
Do you have a party for little brothers and 

sisters? 
Do you remember the Thank-you Fund on 

your Bit,thday? Next month is Thinldng Day. 

A Pack Outing 
A pacl< outing needs a deal of preparation. 

Equipment lnay take some time to collect. 
Each child should have a gl'oundsheet, a coat 
01' a cardigan, a small flour bag will do for a 
haversack, but of coul'se it would be much 
nicer for Bro\\'nies with mother's help to make 
brown ones themselves, Strong leathel' shoes 
Ghould be worn-sand shoes should be taboo, 
Eaeh child brings her own food-someth ing 
plain and something sweet, two pieces of fruit 
including an orange which will do instead of 
canying drinks if there is no watet' where you 
are going. 

Now countt'y Packs will pt'obably have a pad­
dock ami a creek with lovely paddly places, 

Pllt town people can have just as exciting a 
time in a park or some one's gal'den, Thc dis­
tance must be short as small legs tire quickly, 
but the walk is made exciting by a competition . 
Each six is given a list of things to look for­
pit'ds, plants, animals, insects, etc, 'I'hey com­
pare notes when they reach their destination. 
Town Packs may divide into three groups with 
Brown Owl, Tawny and Packleader and go by 
different stt'eets and they will then havc 
diffel'ent things to talk about in Pow Wow. 
Het' is a chance fOt' the Golden Bar Bl'ownie 
to obset've and desct'ibe. 

\\fhen the Pacl< has discussed its adventure, 
it should have had enough rest to go on a tour 
of exploration. A trail may be laid by two of 
each six in coloured beans, Then Elves follow 
the Spritcs tl'ail and Gnomes follow Sprites, 
etc. Tea should be a happy time, either eaten 
in special Six Homes or a ltogethet'. Brown Owl 
can tell a story while the tea settles and then 
the camp is tidied up-,the crumbs thrown to 
the bit'ds, gl'ound sheets rolled and thc Pack 
starts home. It won't be vet'y late as Bt'ownies 
do not stay out, but the sky may be intel'esting 
as the sun ncal's the horizon. How many 
colout'S 01' what sort o( clouds do they flnd? 
Birds seem to sing mot'c neat· sundown, How 
many calls do they hear? And do they know 
who calls? 'Walking could never be dull even 
:n a city stt'eet if Brownies just knew what to 
1001< for, And is it not the beginning of the 
love of the longer hiking-

"And thet'e is no end of voyaging when once 
the voice is heard 

10'01' the rive l' calls, and the road calls, and 
0' the Nt11 of a bird." 

- M.B. 

The Australian Flag 
This suggestion for malting thc Australian 

J~lag may be of some use fO l' Brownie Guiders 
who have difficulty in teaching theil' Brownies 
this part of the Golden Bar Test. 

First cut out the flagpole in white papel' and 
paste on to the background, preferably light 
blue. Cut out the whole flag in red and paste 
in position against the flagpole. A rectangle 
of dal'k blue made to half the measUl'ements 
of the flag gives the ground for the Union Jack 
in the cornel'. Next a white cross is pasted 
diagonally on the blue ground and on top of 
this a nalTOWet' red cross. This t'epresents the 
red CI'ORS of St. Patt'ick on a white ground and 
a lso the whitc cross o[ St, Andrew on a blue 
ground. Next a wide white cross is pasted on 
the squal'e and on top of this a narrower red 
cross, This is the red cross of St, Geol'ge on 
a white gt·ound. 

Having completed the Union Jack, six stars 
are cut out of white paper. One large seven­
pointed stat', four medium sized stars, and one 
smallet· stal'. The large star is pasted on the 
red g t'ound in the lower left hand cornet' and 
the five smaller stars at'e arranged like the 
southem Ct'OSS on the righthand side, 

-M,E,H. 
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The Sign Post 
T,:di/or: Eliza.beth AI/red, 

Our Total Resources 
On all sides we heal' the slog-an, "\Ve must put 

uur total resources into winning the war," 1 
asked a friend of mine, the other day, what was 
meant by our "total resources"-are they just OUl' 
material resources, 01' should we include our 
moral anc! ~piritual re,'ources as w ell? The 
answer was rathel' a cutting on -''It say,.; our 
TOTAL resources," 

It is more than ev I' borne upon us that this is 
a war of speciaJistE-and we may be 'JUre that 
the maieri!ll aspect of our resources i not being 
ncglectcd, when we are reminded of such people 
as precision instrument experts for plane me­
chanism, chemists called into munition factories, 
finance experts to work out OUI' taxes for next 
year-but where al'e the specialists on the moral 
and spiritual ~ ide? 

1" this wherc youlh leadel's mig"ht (10 some­
thing? Ve arc specialists in our way-we spe­
cialise in prep:1ring the youth of to-day to takc 
their place in the world of the futurc, "While 
looking to the futurc, a r c we doing anything to­
wards making the wodd a bclter place in whicb 
to live? Can war make it any bettel'? \\Thy 
aren't we ranging 0 H resources alongsidc those 
of the material expel-ts to ensure that we ARE 
fighting to save democracy !lnd all tho"e thing~ 
fOl' which we are told we are fighting, 

Perhaps you will ask me the qUestion , "\Vhat 
ARE these resources you are talking about?" So 
1 invite you to look at our moml I'esources first. 
Let us examine the matter of truth-it is so im­
portant that, to maintain our national integrity, 
we should always look for the tnlth in all thing,.;, 

'l'hen let us look at our spiritual resources­
perhaps you will say that the cl ergy are the ex­
perts there, Yes, but we must back them up­
there would be no chu r ch without its people, 
There are many churches open daily for pl'ivate 
prayer, and some ha,'e special services of inter­
cession for the war, Do you take this opportun­
ity of using your spiritual resources? Do you 
make a point of praying each day that men's 
hearts may turn from the city of destruction to-

wards the city of peace? Pl'ayer is one of our 
most important resources in bringing peace to 
t he world-yet how many forget it in the excite­
ment of material service? I wonder why mOl'e 9f 
us do not pray for our leaders-they have a tre­
mendous la>;k, yet we ,;eem more I'eady to criticise 
them than to help-for we CAN help by Pl'Uying 
1 h:1t tiley llI ay seel, after I ' i g-hleou~ness, and do 
Imly timse things which are at't'o rding' to God's 
will. Ant! lei us pray for oun;ell'es, that we may 
h:l\'e a ('I ar judgnlC' nt.in all thing'::;; that we may 
lla\'e th e l'ullrage to "eek aCter truth and follow 
it; that we may so I uild for lhe future tilat wars 
may be impOSSible, ::lI1d that the chilciren of the 
future may not point ac('ufing- fingers at our 
generation and say, "You could have saved us 
from destruction, but you would not help," 

That is a challenge fOl' this New Year-that we 
may build a new world, built upon truth, justice 
and love-are you pl'epared to accept your job in 
the building of it? 

-M,E.A, 

G IDE SHOP. 

l\lOHSE Bl lZZEHS: 
\Ve h:.l.\'e now a l'Ullge of Morse Buzzers which 

will be cxtremel~' useful in the 'ompany, Prices 
;l1'e 9/ G, 10/ - !Inc! 13 /5, which include batteries, 
'I'he middle price h :ls also a ligbt and by the 
m anipulation of a level' it can be switched ac­
cOI'dingly, By a little extra wil'ing and an extra 
!JU7.Zel', messages can be tapped to sound in an­
other room :1nd in the case of the light this can 
be made to flicker' in the other room also, This 
will make mOrRe much more exciting in the Com­
pany if mes ages can be sent when you cannot 
see the person, Instructions for manipulation 
can be g'iven with theFc buzzel's, Postage 1/ -, 

Standard hattel'ies are now obtainable at 6~(1. 

each, and new globes can be obtained also for 
torche'l at 5cl, each, 

EVERI£,\ DY TOHCHJ£8: 

Nickel two cell, price 4/ 9; postage 6d , This 
does not include battcrles, which will be an extra 
1 /1. 

SHORTAGE OF BOOKS, 
It is with regret that we announce that there 

will be a shortage of Guide Standard Books for 
some months, as expected Shipments have not 
arrived, This shortage will not be overcome until 
new orden; h ave been sent, 

-CLAHA BHOADH HST, 

Thi s month we very regretrully say g'ood-bye 
to Miss Alfred, who has so ably edited this page, 
We are gl'!l.teful to her for the help she bas 
willingly given fOl' so long and \\'e shall miss her 
v ery much indeed, 

OUI' good wishes g'o with hel' as she begins hel' 
tmining as a Social and I'll !'ish workel', 

-Editor, 



12 MATIL:JA January, 1941. 

LONES. 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Lones L.A. 
which falls on Tuesday, 14th J'anuary, will 
take the form of a garden party at my home 
at 3.30 instead of at Headquarters. 

This was arranged in the hope that country 
members and particularly country Guiders 
might be in Melboume fop thc Christmas vaca­
tions, and this would give the town members 
a chance of meeting thcm personally. J also 
am looking forward to meeting some of my 
Guiders and friends, whom at present I only 
know by letter's, or by lists of addl'cs,;,' s in 
a book! 

No. 236 is at the corner of Kooyong Road 
and Myrniong Crescent. 

Trains,-Every 20 minutes from Flinders 
Stl'eet. Get out at Heyington Station. Wall, 
up pathway by the railway line to Kooyong 
Road; five minutes. 

TI'ams,-Take the Toorak tram to Kooyong 
Road. Walk down the hill towards the river; 
scven minutes, 

Bus.-These I'un evel'y 20 minutes along 
Kooyong Road, and stop when requested. 

It was decided that each member should 
bring either some sandwiches 01' cakes towards 
the tea, I would be grateful if those intend­
ing coming could let me know by 8th January, 
and I 1001, forward to meeting all L.L.A. 

members and Lone Guiders. 

At the annual meeting held at Headquar­
ters recently, amongst the vcry interesting 
speakers, Twas particulal'ly imp"essed with a 
remark of Miss J. McDonald. ...,be was speak­
ing of hel' experiences on board a ship carry­
ing evacuated children to Australia, 

Some days outward bound she was ap­
pr'oached by a small girl who expressed the 
hope that a Guide Company could be formed 
on board. Being a Guider hel'self she volun­
teered to start one. She found there were 12 
gil'ls who were already Guides, and they held 
a meeting to arrange a suitable hour to hold 
futu I'e meetings. 

She said: "This was difficult to arrange be­
cause all these 12 g irls had a lready fou nd 
some job for themselves on board. One 

minded a baby while its mother had lunch, an­
other did a tiny tot's washing, a third took 
a younger' child to the swimming pool each 
day. 

To me this statement was thrilling in its 
significance. These girls could only have been 
between 11 and 15-mere children-yet their 
training as Guides had so imbued them with 
the will to serve, that without any fuss or 
with any thought of commendation, they had 
qu ietly and immediately found for themselves 
a fie ld for service in this new community, 

And while each girl deserves the recognition 
d u e to her for this voluntary demonstration of 
citizenship, I think we can also feel great en­
couragement in-and even satistaction tor-

OUI' endeavours, when the ideals we aim at 
are so fully recognised and carried out. It is 
also thrilling to know that it is this type of 
girl whom Britain in her hour of stress has 
given into our care. 

My other' contribution to this month's page 
speaks for itself-M.R.F. 

Deal' Captain,-

Verdon Street, 
Inglewood. 

I suppose you have wondered why I haven't 
written to you and told you how I got on in 
Bendigo. Well, you see, Captain, I haven't 
had much time to write during the last week 
because I have been studying for my merit, 
which I hope to pass. 

r went to Bendigo on the Saturday before 
last and it was the happiest day I have evel' 
spent. Everyone was so nice to me and I 
thought the Captain lovely. The enl'olment 
took place at Lake Weroona about two miles 
out of Bendigo. Thel'e were some Guides from 
Huntly who were going to be enrolled with 
me. My Patrol Leader who led me to the 
Captain was a very nice gil'!. Her name was 
Margery Kerr. We played stalking, and some 
of the Guides passed the stalking test. 

When I al'l'ived at the Lal{e the girls ex­
pected to see me in uniform, but Captain ex­
p lain d to them why I didn't wear one. The 
best part I enjoyed most was watching the 
Guides doing tracking signs. I think it would 
be lovely to be in an active Company. I am 
proud of my badge. It is just like the Guides 
in active Companies only it has a big L in 
the middle with G.G. each side of it. 

At home I play tracking signs al'ound the 
yard and I thoroughly enjoy myself. I am 
so happy now that I am a real GUide. Some­
times 1 dl'ess up like a Guide when I am 
'aoing tracking signs. I put on a navy silk 
dl'ess and I get a piece of blue material and 
mal(e a tie of it, and pin my badge on it, I 
get a loan of my brother'S belt and penknife 
and put that on. I feel like a Guide then, and 
1 en.ioy every minute of it. 

Well, Captain, I shall have to close now. 

\Vith best wishes from-

DOROTHY. 

P.S.-Give my love to Muriel and tell her 
I love being a Lone Guide because it makes 
me happy. 

MISS D. HA YMAN. 

Guiders will be glad to heal' that Miss Del 
Hayman has arrived safely in India. 
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-----_. 
Editor: E. FauZknel·. 

"If it is not right, do not say it; if it is not 
lnle, do not say it." (Marcus Aurelius). 

In writing a New Year's message to you in 
these swiftly changing times it is very difficult to 
know what to say, so I have choFen the simplest 
and most definite words that I could think of. 

r could advise you to do this, and do that, or 
learn thL and learn that, but I am not. I take 
it for granted that as a Ranger you have already 
thought out for yourself what you should be 
doing with your life; how much time you should 
give to develop your own po"vers and talent., 
and prepare your. elf for what lies before you, 
and how much time and practical help you should 
give in the family circle and the work and war 
effOJ·t of the community. I shall advise you 
though, to go further than that, and by reading, 
thinking, reasoning, doing, help even more in the 
great wOI'ld effort of those communities who are 
helievers in the freedom of man and the Chris­
tian Ethic, who through suffering terribly are 
steeling themselves with the determination that 
these ideals are worth the struggle and must en­
dure if the world is to advance to unity and 
p ace among all men. 

And if thi" sounds a little removed from you, 
remember Napoleon said, "The charactel' of a 
nation is the sum total of the character's of its 
p opIe," and this can be applied in the widest 
sense. If you do not know where to start, try 
the simple and clear advice of Marcus Aurelius, 
"[f it is not right, do not do it; if it is not true 
do not say it." ' 

Notice Board 

Minutes of the Hanger Committee Meeting 
held at RG. on 6th December, 1940, 

I'I'esent: Members of new and retiring commit­
tces. 

An apology was receiyed from MI'';. Faulkner. 
Finance.-£l/ 3/ _ was pa::-sed for payment to the 

"'I'hank You Fund," and £1 to Headquarters for 
the use of a room and help with duplicating, etc. 

Conference, the Convenor reported that seven­
te n companies werc I'epresented at the Confer­
ellce, an a \'erage of 60 Rangers attending each 
/lession. The loss on the fixture was 6/ 3. The 
report \\'a:; accepted by lhe committee. 

Fixtures, lhe convenors and approximate dates 
fo r these are:-

Swimming Sports.-February or March: Pam 
Dyke. 

Country Dance Party.-l\Iay; Beatrice \Vilson, 
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\Veek-end,-June; Hazel Samp on and Isobel 
Low. 

Dinner.-July; Beryl McNee, 
Fancy Dress Ball.-August; Myra Farley. 
Sports and Campfire.-Octobel·; Ethel Preston. 
Conferen e.-November; Margaret Mellor and 

Joyce Bryant. 
Rangers' Own.-November; Greta Roach. 
The next meeting was fixed for Thursday, 6th 

Febl'Uary, 1941, at FI.Q., at 6.30 p.m. 

BETTY HORSLEY, Hon. Sec" 1940. 

Did You Know ? 

'rhat-
Lang Syne is the Scotch for "long since," In 

olden time, in days gone by, 
"There was muckle fighting about the place 

lang-sync" Scot, Guy Mannering. 
The song ca lled Auld Lang Syne, usually at­

tributed to Robert BurllH, was not composed by 
him, for he says expressly in a letter to Thom­
son: "It is the old song of the olden times whicll 
has never been in print ... I took it down from 
an old mall's singing." 

In another letter he say~, "Light be the turf 
on the heaven-in~pil'ed po t who composed this 
g"lol'ious fragment." 

Nothing whatevel' is known of the author of 
the word:;; the composer is wholly unknown . 

Thought for the Week 

Lives of [I1'eat men all re'lllill(l lIS we can 
.Vake our livos sublime 
And depal·ting leave be itillCZ 11S tootll1'ints 
all tlw sands o[ tillte , ' 

-Longfellow. 

I have little use for the housc itself, It is 
an ovel'coat to IJe put on in the stress of bad 
v·cathel'. 

-Joumal of Outdoor Life. 

Life is an arrow-thel'efore YOU must know 
What mark to aim at, how to us the bow 
Then draw to the head and let it go. ' 

-Van Dyke. 

"The only man who nevel' makes a mistake 
is the man who never does anything." 
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CAMPING and TRAINING 
---------0'---------

Assistant Commissioner for Training 
The Executive Committee has appointed Miss 

Sheila IacLeod, the Assistant Commiss ioner 
fOI' Training for Victoria. We are very glad 
that Miss MacLeod has acceptcd the appoint­
m nt as her services in this capcity wi ll be of 
great value to Guiding here. 

Let Us Look Ahead 
The "end of the yea,'" fee lin g is passing and 

we are recovel"ing from the Christmas 
rush. Wc do not start our active Guide year 
until next month, most of us; it gives us a 
b"eather and is a good time to thinl, ovcr our 
P lans. Many count,·y Districts h ave a lready 
written in about having Trainers to visit them 
eady in the year. Somc metropolitan Divisions 
have asked about Training Days. What a good 
Plan to start off with if every District got going 
early, and discussed the possibility of local 
Guide,·s' Training at the first Guiders' Meeting 
after the holidays. If it should be decided 
to have a Training Day or \Veek-end, how 
satisfactory to fix the date, even if it is for 
some months ahead, and each Guider in the 
District can keep the time free. As there is 
a limited number of Trainers and each has a 
limited amount of time available for v isiting 
country Districts, it would help considerably 
if applications for Traine rs for this year were 
made as far in advance as pOSSib le, to avoid 
disappointment and in order that the TI'aining 
Committee can plan the year's programme so 
that the time available of each Tra iner can be 
used to the best a d vantage. 

Open Week-ends at the Guide House 
Has you,' Company stayed at the Guide 

House yet? When your Court of Honour is 
making plans for this year, be sure and tell 
them about the open week-ends. They can 
discuss in Patrols when they would like to go 
to one, a nd you can send in the applications 
in good time and plan for it accordingly. '£his 
1s what happens--you travel from Melbvurne 
cn the five o'clock train on F'I' iday afternoon, 
with the Guides from other Companies who 
are going too, and you eat your sandwich tea 
on the way. When you get to Wesburn station 
you are met by a bus which takes you to the 
Guide House. It is about eight o'clock ·when 
you alTive and you are welcomed by the two 
Guiders who are in charge for the week-end. 
Of course by this time you have m a de friends 
with the other Guides, on the journey, so no 
introductions al'e needed . You a re to ld which 
Patrol you al'e in and who your leader is, and 
which of the two big bedrooms YOU are to use. 
Then you choose your bed, on the verandah 
or inside as you prefe ,", and m a ke your bed. 

After that it is time for some supper of milk 
0" COCO:1. and YOU are ready to go to bed. In 
the morning before b"eakfast the Camp meets 
fo," Prayer. and then all form a hO"scshoe 
while the Colours are hoistcd. One of the 
Patrols does the cooking, one sets and waits on 
tables and the other does the housework. 
Evel"ybody shares the washing up. It does 
not take long with e\ erybody helping, and with 
the rest of your Company you set out quite 
early with your lunch in your haversack, for 
a hike up the creek to the Britannia Falls, or 
up one of the fire-breaks over the mountains. 
You get back to the Guide House in time to 
tidy up und get the evening meal. In the 
evening all the Companies come together for 
songs and games and stories round the Camp 
fire. 

Next day Companies go to the little church 
nearby, if there is a Service on that particular 
Sunday. If you like you may take your lunch 
out again and explore more bush paths. All 
the Guides who wish, take part in a Guides' 
Own Sen'ice ,held out of doors in fine weather 
or round the b ig open fire in winter. In the 
late afternoon you do your packing and help 
to le.u\-c the house clean and tidy for the next 
Campe ,'s; then after an early meal you say 
good-bye to the Guide House for the time be­
ing, and catch the bus on your way home. 

During this year ar rangements will be made 
to hold these Open Week-ends, if there are 
sufficient appli cations, on the 1st and 3rd week­
ends of every month except when there is a 
public holiday week-end or school holidays. 

The [·'ee at present, from Friday evening to 
Sunday evening is 6/-, including return bus 
fare from Wesburn. Part time in proportion. 
The Guide House Committee is giving us re­
duced rates for Open W eek-ends, but may not 
be able to continue doing so, and this together 
with the r ise in price of food, may compel us 
to raise the Fee during the year. The rail fare, 
in addition to camp fee is: from Melbourne, 
16 and ove r, 5/9 r eturn. Under 16, 3/1 0. 

Captains 01" Lieutenants, with the Commis­
sioner's permission, may take a party of their 
own Guides. Rangers, Guiders and Commis­
sioners may apply singly or make up parties. 

Applications, accompanied by 2/6 d eposit for 
each Camper should be made to the Camping 
Secretary, Miss Harrison, 126 High street, 
Glen Iris, S.E.6, not late r than two weeks be­
fore the amp. Deposits will not be r efunded 
if withdrawal is m a d e less tha n one week be­
fore the Camp. It is wise to apply early and 
avoid disappointment, as applications are 
accepted in the order in which they a re re­
ceived. 

When a pplying be sure to state which week­
end is applied for, and by which tt"ain it is 
proposed to travel--Friday evening, Satul'day 
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mOl'ning, mi<1-uay 01' c\'cning, 
I'ropo::;eu dates for Opcn \\'t'c!;,-ends at the 

Gniue House, 1 H41-l<'ebl'\HlI'Y 21 :-;t-2;ll'tl, ~larch 
7th-nth, :lIst 231'd, :\lay 2nd-4th, June 6th-8th, 

22nu-24th, 

Pioneer Camp 
Last month in this pag-c we printcu in de-

tail all that we hop"d to do at the Pioneer 
Guide Camp which will he ht'l<l at the Guidc 
110usc at l~ast this ycal', \\'c cannot print it 
all again, so if you Il:J.H' not I'('ad it, will you 
ph'a:-;e refer to the Dect'mher "~Iatilda," 

The Camp Ft't will he not 1II0re than £1, 
plus fal'e" (1'1'0111 ~[t'lholll'n(' nUl;' 'D, 16 and 
on'r; :1/10 undt'I' 16), UUH l/:L The applica­
tiom; \\'ill closC' on 15th 1""],l'uary, 1940, 
A pplicationH must hc mau" on the HPpcial form 
It\'ailable at the Guide lImcC', or fl'OI1l :Uiss 

} larrison, 

Miss Paling's Resignatj,.,n 

\\'e I'egret that owin~ to lac'k of tinll' ~fiss 
l)aling" ha~ found it ne(,essary to l'e};lg'tl Ill'!' E'lglt;; 

Owl I )iploma, 
~(iss Paling ga\c so willinc;ly, nlluahlC' a:-;sist, 

am'", to the Training Ilcp:ll'tnwnt [or man) 
Years, 
, \'!L-torian 0\\"1:-; l'em",mh..,1' ,,'ith pleasul'(' and 
gTutitude the h'J.PPY and hell)[ul timcs Silent ,,'ith 
hel' at Tl'aining l'la,"es anll Training \\'l'c>ks an,1 
the result of her wise training iH seen in many 
hal-ll-lY Pack.~, 

~,tJIe 
t!aIt TASTE/" • 

THE GLIDE HOUSE. 

Ca"('ja!H'I"" Cottap;e,-Donatiom; amounting 
to £7/ IlIi- ha\"c COIllC in since last ".:Ilatilda," 
so till' total in hand is no\\' £ 1 :l4, \\'l' want 
CHIt) you will l'cllI('mbcl', Ha\"c you sent yOU1' 
Xmas ]l\'(',wnt to the Guide HOllsc yet, 01' al'c 
'Oil waiting (ill t hc last 1110nlC'nt'? !'knd YOUI' 
t'IJPt I'ihut ion to .:Iliss -;'f. DI'tIl'Y at tl)(' Guid.., 
offi('(' as Hoon as ~'Oll can, 

(;anlC'llin!!; At'th itil's,-The \\'orking Ikes 

:...n,l tl1<' Oal',lcning ('onllnittc>c ha\,(' hl','n husy 
on g'l'nl'l'al maintl'nancc wOl'lc (That is how 
~(if;S Broadhurst Illodestl~· dl':-;(,I'ib('s it, any­
way), Thl,)'!ta \'(' dug- and \\'<'CU('U gal'dl'n 
ilcds, plantcd all kinds of things, thc n(''\t 
tillll' yon are I'ound allont thl' swimming and 
walling pools h(' c'al'cfu! hl'(,<luS 111(' fpl'n gull\' 
has son\(' pl'('ci01l8 things in il, and it wonle! 
hc' "ad it' th('y got tl'odd(,11 on, The swilllming 
pool Iws \>{'en (,llIptied, !'lcanC'd and I'elflll'd, 
(\\'hat a job, nOllndR 01' tons of mud we!'t' 
shit'tt'u and it I'ain('d and was "t'IT cold in 
\\'N \\',tlpl', btlt they said thC'y C'njoypd them­
s,'l"cs!) Thl' In'ass in thC' camping pacldoel,,; 
has hecn ('ut and ral,cd up and tilt, wholl' 

pl:H'{' put in rUHline"s for thc influx (,"I)l'Ct('(1 

at ('h ril"t nla" ti III t', (I told yon it was a lllodC'st 

\\'a~' of cl('scribing- a lot of hal'd WOl'k,) 

Camp", ThC' House an,1 ('ottage and ('amp 

Sit('s art' all hool,cel ancl thel'(, will bc Hi C'tllI1P» 

in \1I'ogl'(,s:-; o \'C' I' the summcl' p<'l'iod COllllllenc­

ing on ~(jth I)('('clllilel', and the last on(' finish('s 
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Banking for Girls! 
EVERY GIRL should aim to 

have her own Bank Account. 
The money you have to handle 
may not be much; but if you 
can establish early in life the 
habit of keeping yourself always 
in credit with a balance in the 
Bank, it will prove invaluable 
when g I' eat e r responsibility 
comes to you later. 

Money in the Bank saves 
worry. 

One shilling will open an 
account; banking regularly will 
fill it! 

STATE 

SAVINGS BANK 
OF VICTORIA 

THE BEST PLACE FOR YOUR SAVINGS 

YOUR CREDIT 
IS GOOD-

USE IT AT 

I I II 
u?/,~~/~~y. 
-V~~r:~. 

on 8th Febt'uary, It would be interesting to 
l,now just how many people will visit the pro­
perty while these camps arc on, if they all 
sign the visitors' bool,; pel'haps we could count 
the heads, just to see what the answel' is,­
fil.B,F, 

" 'orkin g flces a nd Guide Housc G l 'OUtU] f; and 
G~lI'dells,-\Vorking Bees will stal't again in 
F ebnlary and the first will take placc on 22nd 
l"eb rual'Y, There will be another one on 29th 
and 30th l\\arch, There is plenty of work to 
do. and we hope for a good r esponse fl'om 
c\'erybody, The fee will be 10/-, and this will 
CO\'(,I' train fal'e, bus fare and food, \Vhen 
mal> ing YOUI' application would you please 
send 5/9 for your fare so that your ticket 
can \w sent to you in plenty of time, Applica­
tiom; will he recei\'ed in the order in which 
thcy l.lrri\'e, f;end your application to: Miss 
J3roadhul'st, c/o Girl Guides' Association, 60 
~lal'l{et Rtr(>ct, Melbourne, C,1.- lara Broad­
hUl'st, 

* FURNITURE * CARPETS 

* LINOLEUM * RADIO 

* PLAYERS * PIANOS 

* SPORTS GOODS 

TRADE IN ------: 
Your old furniture, player piano or radio 
will be accepted at its full present day 
value as part payment on any new 
requirements. Trade in and save at 
Christies. 

~~ 1.td. ~~
.kA. ~y. 

~96 ELIZABETH STREET 
Central 4526. 

214-218 BOURKE STREET 
Central 8022 (3 lines) 
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