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2 MATILDA 

FOR the friends hip of a mother there is 110 

~ubst i tu te ... hut even a mother's love can· 
not be complete ly adequate un less it is based 
on something deeper than sentiment. In the 
difficu lt days to come, your child's "next best'· 
friend will be a bank book ... the tangible 
sign of your desire to safeguard the future . 
Whether you have much money or very litt le. 
1\ eekly payments into a Savings Bank account 
quickly build up a shield whidl will protect 
your child against humiliation or complete de­
pendence on others. Open a Savings Bank 
account thi~ week. You will ne\·er regret it. 
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Guide Wecl~ ce l ebrations this year \," erf' 
rath " r in the nature of a culmination aft')I' 
weeks of hard work, and th e special gathel'­
ing in !'"Cll Disll"ict g!'nerall y took th e form 
of a ce r('mon~' a t whic h th e badges. whi ch 
had be"" "orked For in preparation for 
(;uide W,'c :; "t ' re presented. In most nis · 
tricts th e ;'·i! .. ~ sugge;;ted oJ,- th e ComlJ'itt <:e 
\ " r e entl, f1 :-iut' ii('aHy carried out, and ju"!;;· 
ing by th e lists or badges. much hard work 
11l11~t have b een don!' by Guides and Guiders 
alii,!,. and many Guides. Rangers and 
B r ownies must now really fee l more "pr!'­
pal'cd" a nd mOrp able to "lend a hand" if 
called on. Man~' and vari ed w er E' the activi­
ti es in town and country. a nd ev pryon e seems 
to have enjoyed wor],ing out t h !'ir own idNlS 
as the following bri ef. accounts show:-

Guide W eek was otficially open ed on Satur­
da~' . 1 Oth Ma~· . by a v e l'y h"lpful and inspir­
ing broadcast by our State President (Lady 
Dugan). and a ll w er e g r atefu l to her for h er 
m essage. A window in th e city. I(indl~' l ent 
by M essrs. Hicl(s Atkinson &. Co .. displayed 
in a most attractive way a selection of gar­
m ents from th e Guide War Appeal. whil e 
poste l's and various badges a nd emblems gave 
th e public a n idea of our a ims a nd id"als. 

KEW' O[STRICT h a d a parti c ularly w ell­
plannpd and su ccessful w eek. On Saturday. 
May 10. they c omm enced with a Physical 
Fitnes" afternoon. a nd on Sunday. May II, 
a Guides' Own w as h eld at "Ruyton." An 
exhibition of Guide \\'ork and a sail' of good ... 
were held on Monday. Tu esday and W ednes­
day at th e Red C ross Opportunity Shop, a nd 
r esulted in the sum of £22 / 10 / - b eing handed 
to th e K ew Red Cross. M"mbers of the L.A. 
and Blyswood Sewing Circ l e w eI''' in charge 
of th e shop. 

On Monda~·. May 12. the Opportunity Shop 
was visited by Lady Chauvel. Mrs. R. G . 
Menzies. Mrs. W. Kent Hughes, Mrs. Edmond­
son. the Mayor a nd Mayoress of K ew . and 
many oth er inter ested K e w I·esidents. A 
guard of honour w as provided by District 
G uides. and th e World Flag fi E'\\' over thp 
little building. Later, a ll present were enter­
tained at Blyswood, wh ere L a dy Sym" Idndly 
i nvi ted a ll to afternoon t ea. 

The w eek's cel ebrations were concluded 
with an Em er gencies' Afternoon and presen­
tation of badges a t the home of the Com­
missioner. a t which 16 badges were presented . 

Tn HAWTHORN the main celebr ation was 
an outdoOJ' secret ord er afternoon. This pro­
v ided great fun and showed that Guidcs 

I'eally could ,,'ol'k and carry out orders. Two 
Brownie Pac l(s h e ld bazaars and t \\'o Pacl,s 
won Pack hand c raft badges. 

Eighteen Pioneers of H a wthorn attended 
the special Guide \\'eek ce l eb r a tion. and thc 
Brownies signalled ",,'p l com ,," to them . 

Speci a l cards w "re presented to Brownies 
who had done Guide W eel< jobs pl'epared b~' 
Guides. a nd special pal e b lue trefoil cards 
w er e awal'd"d to Guides. Two Guides won 
Littl e House Emblems. 
. Th e D istrict Guides' Own SE'rvice f or 

Guides a nd Brownies was h " ld on Thursda~' 
f"vening. 

In SOUTH YARRA District th e whole 
" ' indow of Bookcraft. Toorak Road. was 
g iven over to thE' Girl Guide War Appeal f or 
GuideWeE' lc Tn the window w er e two child­
i sh figures. one wearing sldrt and jumper 
a nd t h e oth e r green pyja mas. In the cent r e 
was a picture showing a group of evacu ee 
chi ldren dressed in garments from Victoria. 
a nd a postE' r saying, "CoIns from you mean 
c loth es for us." Th e POStCl' was soon ban k ed 
up with coins. At the bacl{ of the windo\\' 
was a figure r epresenting a mine sweeper 
c l ad in j ersey. balaclava, spiral stockings, 
stJ'ing g loves, etc. 

M embers of th E' South Y a rra L .A. were in 
eharge of the exhibition during the w eek . 

A service for South Yarra GuidE'S was held 
on Monday. May 13, and marked the end o f 
Guide ,\'eek for the District. 

MALVERN District bE'gan their Guide 
\Vee), c,, )ebl'ations with a r a lly a nd camp 
fll'e at Ch eltenham on 1\1ay 10. Th en a pic­
tu" e night with Guide films shown b y Miss 
Broadhurst on Wednesday, May 14 , and a 
District Guides' Own on Sunday, May 18. 

EAST MALVERN p lanned a Brownies' 
lunch picnic at Glen Waverley on Saturday, 
May 17. with a Guide hike a nd cam p fire on 
the same day. 

M a lvel'n and East Malvern combined a nd 
h el d a stall outsid e the Mal vern Town Hall 
a ll d ay on Friday. May 16, proceeds in aid 
of th E' Wool Fund. 

RICHMOND ANO EAST MELBOURNE be­
gan Guide W eel< with the first Guides' Own 
to bE' h el d in the District for many years. 
This w as h e ld at P.L.C., and " 'as very well 
a tt pnd E' d. and it w as very nice to have there 
a l so the boarders from th e school. 

Compani es and Packs h e ld speci a l meetings 
duirng the w eek and on Saturday. May 17, a 
District outing to th e lovel y garden of Mrs. 
Bull at Surrey Hills. at whi ch badges w er e 
presented and the result of the th rift cam­
paign handed in. 
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Th e sP('cial obj('ct for the District t h ri ft 
th i s y ea r was the BelTY Street Babit's' Hom (;'. 

BALLARAT District c ommenced with a 
Chu r ch Parade on Sunday, May It. anu 
throug-h the w (;'ek )1el d special Compan~' 

meeting-s, a n evening at Mrs. Fairbairn's 
home, and a fancy dress frolic. 

A very special effort was made by the 
Ballarat Orphanag-e Company, which r<'su lled 
in the sum of 5/- being- sent to the war 
appeal. 

The District ce lebrations concluded \\'ith a 
Guides' Own on May 18. 

BENALLA Guides began Guide W eek \\·itll 
Chu r ch Parad(;'s on Sunday, ~lay 11. During' 
th e week a soc i a l (;'vening and displa.,' of war 
worl< was held. . 

Th (;' Browni(;'s paid a dsit to a former 
Brown Owl living seven miles out of Benalla. 
and th(;' we(;'k conclud(;'d w i th a Guidl's' O\\ll 
h e ld at a camp for leaders. 

KERANG conducted a most exciting 
"penny drive" in the town on Sale Day, anll 
the r esponse of th(' public was so g r eat that 
£51 was raised for the w ar effon. 

'[<'01' weeks before at Company meeting-s, 
Guides had been helping to make hundred:> 
of little r ed, whit(;' a nd blue emblems on 
pins, boxes covel'ed in red, white a nd b lu,', 
and l a rge "flags" with stak(;'s attached. 

On the morning of' the drive they bor­
I'owed a t(;'nnis marker wilh which they put 
a whil(;' lin(;' along the footpath on both 
sides of the street. In a prominent spot was 
a display of garments read~' to be dpspatched 
to Headquart(;,I'S fo r th e w ar app(;'a l , and 
members of the Committee on duty to ex­
plain about tlH' Guide Wal' Appeal and ilw 
need for money. 

The penni(;'s w(;'re plac'ed along the while 
lines. and whenever £1 was r eached the pell­
nies wpre gatherpd up and a lal'ge flag dis­
plftyed . EVl'ryolll' donating 1/ - 01' more I'e­
ceived onp of the slllall "f1ags" to weal'. Ex­
cilempnt was intpnse as the number of l ar!;'!' 
"flag-s" 011 the table gl'pw and grew,' and 
everyone was VE'ry thrill ed at the end of ilw 
da~' to find mOI'e than double the amount 
I'ollected last year. 

During th e I'est of Guide Week. Kerang 
and CohuTta held very successful )Iotll ers ' 
Socials. a monw trail and camp tire, a Guidel;' 
"hike" on bicycles, at which t",o Guidl's \\'ho 
had at tended the Pioneer Camp cooked th(' 
di11lH'r most succe::>sfully in tins, Chu rch par­
ades and a Brownies' hH,e picnic. 

SWAN HiLL Guide Week activiti es in­
cluded a visit to thp public baths, a reunion 
of O l d Guides, a picture night organised by 
the L.A. for the war appeal, and a Brownip 
bazaal'. 

The Thanksgiving i"und raised £2 /9/1 as it 

donation from District Guides, Browni es and 
L. A. towards the Guide \-Va,. Appeal. 

TONGALA Brownies and Guides hpld i t 

fancy dress f roli c in Guide \Veek and divideu 
the proceeds between the Guide HOUSe an,l 
Com forts Fund. 

O l 'Tl-:n EASTERS DIYIS ION Gt.:IDE 
WEEK 

As a beginning to Guide W eek . a Divisi on 
P .L.'s training was h eld on the Saturday. 
Onl~' one Company was not r epr espnted, an'.1 
most had a full attendftnce. An appropriatl' 
('nding on the Monday was Our first Division 
Guiders' Training. Miss Macleod took both 
o f these trainings. and th ey w e r e much ap­
preciated. 

Two Church P arad es 'were h eld after Sun­
day School. on the first Sunday-one at 
Cantl' rbury 1'01' Box Hill and Cambprwpll 
No r th, the oUw r at Camberwpll for Bur\l'oou 
a nd Camberwell South. Miss A. H I'own. an 
ex- Guider of th e District. gave the tall, at 
Cante l'bu l'Y and :\Iiss I;;. Alfred at Cam])l','­
well. 

]\lrs. Houston , a pion ('e r of Skipton Guiu!' 
Com pany. to l d them of the early days: Miss 
H. HI·own . first Brown Owl for Box Hill . 
yisited the Pack and ta l ked to a nd playl'u 
with the Hro\\' nies. 

For the final Saturad~' ('ven ing a camp fin' 
II·:1.S p lanned. but in the end everyon e was 
thankful to ])p spated round an indool' fil'e. 
Thel'e \I'as a programme of songs a nd rounds, 
and two Companies .gave stunts, one thl' 
International Song in Costume, and th e oth ... 1' 

a rea li sti c tragedy of a lady on the tower, 
with gesture only. 

No actual badges w e r e presented, but lists 
of th e badges l'ntl' r ed for and tpsts, and sel'­
lions of test:.; passed, were read out. 

H",sides the co llections taken on th e Sun­
da,\' for the Gu ide War Appeal. one Con: ­
pany had co llected 16/- from wastp produc:s 
1'01' th ... saml: PllJ'pose. 

Thl' Victorian Guiders' Committe'e is bp­
coming Confl'rl'nce-minded! Are YOU? 

As the ideal Conferencl' has apparent ly 
not yet been ach ieved (although we did think 
tl1e de legatl' idea last yeal' was a success). 
we arp cons id e l'ing th e advisability of mak­
ing soml' changes- both in 10caUon and PI'O­
cedul·e . Cou ld we creatp a mon' informal 
social atmosphe l'e b~' "conferring" in til" 
afternoon, bringing our own evening I1lPui, 
chatling togethl'l' while we eat, then spend­
ing the evening with country dancing, dis­
cussions or in any other way you desire? 

Regarding the date. Must it be during 
sc11001 holidays? It \\'ould be more conveni­
ent in many II' a~'s to wait till late Septem­
be r or early Octobe r. 

Lal;t year \\ e had 22 subjects sent in fOI' 
discussion. So far this year we have on,,! 
,\'hen' are the other 21, plus all the ideas 
which must haye accumulated during thi~ 
momentous year? 

Please send in at once subjects and sug'­
gpstions 1'e date and acth'i ties th rough y ou r 
Divisional representatives. 

Let us try anu ha\'e on e happ~' and help­
ful Guiders' r e-union this year. while 11'10' arc' 
li\'ing in such strenuous tl!l1l's.-O. G. ,\[ 
K'l\lGHT, l'hail·nHI.I1. 
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GUIDE WAR APPEAL. 

We w ere so glad to w elcome Mrs. Little­
john back to the Executive Committee this 
month. She h a s, however, a sked for an ex­
t ension of leave f rom the Guide War Appeal , 
so I a m still carrying on for h e r , with Mrs. 
P earson's h e lp. 

The r a tioning of wool a nd woollen materi­
a ls has been a m a tte r for consid e ra tion this 
month. We hope to be able to carryon, 
with care, until the mills a re a ga in a ble to 
m a nufacture for civilia ns. It, of course, 
somewhat depends on how long tha t is! But 
a s a first step w e h a ve d ecided not to make 
a ny more seam en 's shirts for the pres ent, as 
the material used for those will cut more 
a dva nta geously in to children's sets. White 
flannel vests for little children a re no longer 
ava ila ble , eithe r . But we badly wa n t to main­
tain the output o f skirts, bloome l's a nd jum­
pers as that type of outfi t supplies the main 
essentials of w oollen clothing tha t a child 
needs. 

About wool, it has a lways been more eco­
nomical for District s to ge t their wool 
through the Guide War Appeal, but for the 
next fe w months I would suggest that where 
it is possible for Districts or individuals to 
buy some of their wool locally , it w ould be a 
h elp towa rds m a ldng our supply of wool last 
longer. 

The s izes in jumpe rs most n eeded this 
month a re 2, 4, 1 0, a nd 1 2. And h e re is a 
warning-don't start a new jumper with one 
or two skeins which a r e left over- m a ke suriJ 
first tha t w e still have the same colour avail­
a ble ! 

I have also been a sked to say, w ill a nyon e 
kni tting a jumpe r by a pattern no t one of 
ours, m a k e sure that it is high enough in 
the neck to cover the top of the fla nnel 
bodice of the se t. 

- SIBYL CHA UVEL. 

WOl\1EN'S PART IN RECONSTRUCTION. 

Appointn'ent of AustralilLll Authoress. 

(From the Depal·tment of Information) 
Appointment of Miss Flora Eldershaw to 

the R econst ruc tion Division of the D epart­
m ent of Labour and National Se rvice was an­
nounced r ecently by th e Ministe r for Labour 
a nd National Service (Mr. Holt). 

Miss Eld ersha w h as tak e n u p h e r duties 
a t Canberra. 

Mr. Holt said that Miss Eldershaw will 
be largely conce rned with reconstruc tion 
work of specia l inte r es t to women 's organisa ­
tions and the women of Australia gen erally. 

"Miss Eldersh aw's appointm ent will b p 
welcomed," said Mr. Holt, "as a r ecognition 
of the constructive p a rt which Austra lian 
write rs have to play in a ssis ting in th e plan­
ning of the country's future , and the solution 
of the difficulties with which peace will con­
front us. Readers of 'Australia' and 'A 
House Is Built', which were written by Miss 
Eldershaw in collaboration with Miss Mar­
jorie Barnard, will appreciated Miss Elder-

shaw'!'! wide and 8ympathetic knowledge ot 
the country and its problems. She has the · 
imaginative writer's gift of seeing these pro­
blems in human terms and not as m e re ab­
strac tion ." 

LITTLE HOUSE El\-ffiLEl\I BADGES. 

With the inauguration of the Little House 
Emblem, Guides are naturally going to be 
ve r y interested in the badges that must be 
gained to obtain this emblem . W e will all 
wa n t. I a m sure, both the work a nd the test­
ing to be of a s even a nd high standard as 
possible. 

For h elp in prep a ring and testing for 
these badges, it should b e noted tha t articles 
are appearing in The Guide r each month on 
ALL th e ba dges r equired for Little House 
Emblem . The first a rticles are on the 
Cook's Badge, a nd started in the Nove mber 
issue. In r ega rd th e following suggestions 
may be h elpful:-

The biggest part of this test is naturally 
the practical pa rt; m ethod a nd ability both 
needing to b e t a k en into a ccount. Time will 
obviously not allow for something to be cook­
ed from each section of the r equired syllabus, 
so. though not d efinite ly stated in the sylla­
bus, a two-course m eal is in most cases th e 
best m ethod of finding out the capacities of 
ing Guide and of covering requirements. 

But, and I think this is not a lways real­
ised, in addition to th e practical, the re should 
a lso be an oral t est, wh ere simple questions 
can be asked on th e practical sections, not 
cover ed in the actual cooking, and on food 
valu es, and menus. The Guide should really 
in the beginning learn these from the H ealth 
Rules of the Second Class T est, a nd it should 
not then be difficult for h e r to apply them . 

Th e article in the D ecember Guider says on 
this point: "To-day w e be lieve in simplicity, 
a nd w e d eal with foodstuffs und er three sim­
ple h eadings: Body building foods; body 
warming foods- the en ergy foods ; body pro­
tecting foods-t wo groups, a nd w e say. 
'choose something from each group every 
day'. What could b e ea s ie r." 

Then follows a list of foods arranged 
under the three h eadings. 

England has of n ecessity become very food­
va lue conscious. W e m a y not have the same 
vital n eed of rationing and ca re; but an ade­
qua te knowledge j of food values, cooking, and 
how to buy fOOd is the foundation of a na­
tion's h ealth, and it is up to us to see that 
our Guides have this knowledge a nd can use 
it. -M.M. 

DOl\lESTIC SERVICE BADGE. 

Guide rs a nd Badge Secre taries are r emind­
ed that notice of withdrawal of this badge 
was given in the D ecember issue of The 
Guider, and in the April number of Matilda. 

Following our usual custom after this 
month, July, there can be no teet tor thl. 
badge, nor will the badge be obtainable at 
Headquarters. 

Its place i.e taken by the revised Home-



6 MATILDA July, 1941. 

maker Badge, which is one of the badges in­
cluded in the Lttle House Emblem. (See 
article above and in April issue of Matilda.) 

-M.M. 

OUlDF. HOUSE GROlJNDS AND GARDE 
WORKING BEES. 

Future working bees will take place on 
the following dates:-

July-12th and 13th. 
August-9th and 10th. 
September-13th and 14th. 

The last two will be small, as we are only 
able to get the cottage on this date. Dig­
ging is the main activity for this month, and 
it is a marvellous opportunity to keep warm. 

All those applying are asked to send their 
traine fare (5/9) plus 2/6 deposit for food. 
The 2/6 will not be refunded after orders 
have been sent. Applications should be made 
in writing to Miss C. Broadhurst. Girl Guides' 
Association. As well as enclosing the fare 
and deposit. they are asked to state the time 
and date they will be travelling. 

CARETAKERS' COTTAGE. 

We have £248 in hand and need £52 more 
to complete this fund. Could we raise it by 
the end of this month. do you think? Build­
ing has started, and the framework of th., 
cottage is up. Mr. Manson is very thrilled 
with it. and we found him hovering round 
it lovingly several times during a recent 
weel{-end. 

There are 10.000 members of the Move­
ment in Victoria, and we only want 1000 
shillings-surely we can do it between us! 

DISTRICT NEWS. 

1st Nagambie Pack Birthday PlU·t~·. 

ThE' evening started at 7.30 on May 21 in 
St. John's Parish Hall, Nagambie. amidst 
very much excitement on behalf of the 
Bownies. The Guides were invited and each 
Brownie took under her wing a Guide, and 
was true to her motto, "Lend a hand." 
Games filled in the most part of the evening. 
At the end of supper our birthday cake was 
produced. It looked beautiful with the one 
candle on top. The President of the Local 
Association blew out the candle and cut the 
cake. After each child and mother had a. 
piece of cake, we concluded with the singing 
of the National Anthem. 

Some very tired but happy Brownies went 
home feeling how lovely it is to be a 
Brownie. 

COi'lING OF AGE PARTY OF 1st SKIPTO~ 
COMPANY OF GIRL GUIDES. 

A happy and unique gathering took place 
at Russell Hall on Saturday, May 24, when 
past and present members of the 1st Skipton 
Company of Girl Guides assembled to cele­
brate the 21st anniversary of the formation 
of the Company. Some of the former 
Guides had travelled long distances to attend 

the function. while telegrams and letters were 
received from others who were unable to at­
tend through various causes. Visitors present 
included thE' local committee. The enrol­
ment of three Tenderfoots which was per­
fo rmed by Mrs. E. D. MacKinnon. opened the 
proceedings. Mrs. Yencken, formerly Miss 
Joyce Russell, who was the first leader, then 
gave an interesting account of the early 
events connected with the formation of the 
Company. which, incidentally. is the oldest 
in Victoria. Although it was the second to 
,'egister, it was the first to form up. Ob­
stacles that were met with and surmounted 
were enumerated by the speaker. In due 
course, a lot of material was purchased from 
the proceeds of a concert, which was a finan­
cial success. Much assistance was received 
from a French governess. then at Langi Willi, 
in designing and making of uniforms ano 
hats, etc. The original Company, some mem­
bers of which were presE'nt on Saturday, 
was very proud Of their new uniforms. ano 
although only eight in strength they made 
a big impression and their numbers soon 
grew. Tea was served by the members of 
the present Company, and a beautifully de­
corated birthday cake made by a former 
Guide, Miss Daisy Alexander, and to which 
a ll of the present Guides had contributed a 
share of the ingredients, was then cut by 
Mrs. Yencken. The girls had formed a 
circle and each lit a candle. and then with a 
united effort extinguished them. 

The National Anthem brought a pleasant 
afternoon to a close. A collection in aid of 
the Girl Guide Red Cross Fund realised 
£2/6/8. 

THE OPEN EYE. 

By R. H. CROLL. 

J wonder if 1 shall shock you by suggest­
ing that looldng and seeing may be two quite 
different things. In actual every-day lif" 
they very commonly are. Looking is a mere 
mechanical action; seeing implies that you 
give some thought to what you are looking 
at. A difference between looking and see­
ing is that in one case you are not specially 
interested and in the other you are. You 
probably did not note the particulars of a 
fine sunset which coloured all the west for 
you, though. of course, you glanced at it. 
But it's a million to a gooseberry you did 
not miss a single detail of the match your 
fellows played against Scotch. 

Mind, 1 am not sugegsting that you, as 
youths. are worse than the rest of us. We 
are all in the same box, worse luck! Ask 
the citizen who walks Swanston Street every 
day if he can name any ten of the shops in 
their order. We had a game for grown­
ups one evening-the problem was to supply 
a list, in order, of the twelve shops gOing 
northward from the corner of Flinders 
Street. Most of us failed badly, although 
each one of us passed along that footpath 
at least once a day all the year round. W., 
had looked , but had not seen. 
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I stood with a friend at the Melbourne 
Town Hall corner recently. It is a favourite 
place from which to view the Flying Mercury 
which is on the top of the Age office . I said 
so to my friend. "What statue? Where?" 
he asked blankly. H e had lived most of his 
life in Melbourne and had never noticed thl:; 
striking monum ent. By the way, how many 
or you have done so? Have a look n ext 
time you are passing. It may add to your 
interest to know that it was made by 
Douglas Richardson, an artist who lived most 
of his life in Melbourne. '.rhe design follows 
the very well-known "Mercury" by John of 
Bologna in the National Museum at Florence, 
Italy. 

Civilisation has given us many advan­
tages, but it has dealt very hardly with our 
powers of observation. In ages past we had 
to take notice; if we didn't, w e died. Our 
aboriginal represents a certain stage in the 
d evelopm ent of th e human race. H e is far 
behind us in evolution , h e has non e of our 
acquired advantages, he cultivates no vege­
table foods, h e h as no domestic animals. 
How does he live? Th e answer is. by obsel'­
vation. 

He truly has the ope n eye, the eye that ;s 
trained from infancy really to see, 

We white people could probably do as well 
if we were trained as the native youngsters 
are trained. Their education consists largely 
of lessons in tracking. The m en show th l' 
small boys the tracks made by the animals 
-the kangaroo, the emu, the snake, th e 
lizard, the dingo-everything that creeps or 
crawls or hops or runs. Long practice makes 
observation part of the native's very naturH. 
His eye misses nothing. Professor Baldwin 
Spencer said: "Not only does the native know 
the track of every beast and bird, but after 
examining a burrow h e will tell by the look 
of the tracks whether the animal is there or 
not." 

It is the fashion to despise the Australian 
native, but in this respect, at least, w e 
could all lea rn much from him . Think 
what the world must be Iil{ e when you notice 
things so keenly that you can tell whose dog 
has gone by just by looking at its foot­
prints. Does that sound a tall orde r? W ell , 
a woman who spent many years with th e 
natives in the north-west of Australia told 
m e of m en there who not only knew the 
footprints of all the men, women and chil­
dren of that countryside, but those of the 
dogs, too. 

I mention all this just to stress the fact 
that the aboriginal learns to observe, that is, 
to see the things he looks at, and that we 
could do the samp if we cared to. 

vVhat do you get out of a wall, in the 
bush? If it is only the exercise, then I'm 
sorry for you. I am sorry because you are 
missing so much. Don't be afraid of a little 
Imowledge. When Pope wrote that "a little 
learning is a dangerous thing," h e was not 
referring to what Wordsworth named "the 
harvest of a quiet eye," Take in all you can , 
of co~rse, and be as thorough as. possible, 

but don't worry because you don't know all 
a bout a subject. Nobody does. That's the 
wonder and joy of this world: you never 
come to the end of knowledge. When yon 
flush a bird from the grass try to see what 
it is-it must surely add to your interest to 
be able to identify it. It may be the P ipit 
(the Groundlark) and it may b e that you 
w e re on the flat lands about Melbourne when 
you saw it. Next time, as I actually did, 
you may have it rise at your feet from the 
topmost h e igh t in Victoria-the summit of 
Mount Bogong. Identification must add much 
to such an experie nce; so, see the bird as it 
rises and note what it does. The n ext one 
will seem lik e an old friend to you. 

Dusty roads and sandy beaches can be 
bool,s if you have eyes to read them. The 
smudgy track of a snake, a lways twisty, th e 
tiny feet marks of a lizard , a dog's pad, the 
close -up dents made by a rabbit's soft paw, 
a magpie 's sharply-defined prints-all these, 
and many others, may be noted within a 
ve ry few miles of Melbourne, and I have 
seen, on the far beaches of Gippsland, a 
veritable page in the history of a pack of 
dingoes-the JOllllllg up of the group, the 
racing along in harmony, the quarrel over a 
toothsome scrap of food, and th e d eparture 
into the scrub again. All that was written 
clearly on the sand. 

Come back to your own city for a few 
minutes. You all know , I suppose, the post 
office clock at the corner of Elizabeth and 
Bourke Streets? I mean the big clock in the 
towe r , the clock that thinks it plays tunes 
at certain times. You know, too, of course, 
that the hours on these large time-keepers 
are usually shown in Roman numerals-have 
you noticed how they are indicated on this 
particular clocl,? Will it surprise you to 
learn that it has no figures on its face at 
all? The hours are merely black blobs­
you tell the time by knowing their relative 
positions. 

There's at least one other tricky clocl, 
within easy observation. How does Bryant 
and May's big time-piece near the Yarra at 
Richmond tell you the time? Possibly you 
have noticed that each hours is a letter and 
that the whole dozen spell the name of the 
firm . 

I ask these questions as tests of your at­
tention to fairly obvious things which you 
must almost n ecessarily have looked at at 
some tim e-did you also see them? 

In clearer words, I suggest that you should 
occasionally watch the skylines of the city 
streets as well as the shop windows. Ridges 
a nd roof-tops have a population all their 
own, which adds inte r est to the really as­
tonishing variations in the architecture of 
such a thoroughfare as, say, . Collins Street. 
There must be many thousands of pigeons 
nesting and thriving about the bUildings­
look up a nd you will see them strutting 
about the ledges and window sills or floating 
gracefully from building to building. Indian 
Mynas and sparrows, too . . . and last weel, 
there were two c rimson Rosellas fighting on 
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the ledge of the parapet of the Bank of 
Adelaide! 

But see the footpaths, too. Have you no­
ticed the words let in to the pavement in 
Flinders Street, near the Customs House? 
They record that it was near there that John 
Batman made the famous entry in his diary : 
"This will b e the place for a village," just 
over one hundred years ago. More perhaps 
In your customary walks is another inscrip­
tion, also set in the footpath. It is in Swan­
eton Street, near the Queen's Walk, and it 
reminds you, if you see it, that the first 
Y.M.C.A. was founded about that spot. 

Observe! Observe! Observe! The habit 
of observing will serve you well in more im­
portant matters than a ny of those I have 
listed. 

Train your ears as well as your eyes. You 
should be able to identify the wild call which 
drops to you from a moonlit night as the 
honk! of the black swan flYing to Inland 
waters, and your Inward eye should show 
you the V-shaped flight with the leader at 
the apex trumpeting to keep his flock to­
gether. Perhaps, though, you may have won­
dered at a strange whistling passing over­
head in the darkness. That is possibly a 
flight of Sea Curlew-surely it stirs your im­
agination to reflect that those birds are going 
all the way to Siberia, half across the world, 
to nest. 

The Pallid Cuckoo is calling as I write. 
Do you know his plaintive note? He runs 
up the Bcale with "I-don't-know-what's-the­
matter-with-me!" When you hear him you 
should be aware, too, that the air is sweet 
with the scent of our lovely native shrub, 
the white-flowering Pittosporum. 

I h ave gone further than "the open eye," 
but good observation em braces all the senses. 
Let me finish with this saying by the Ameri­
can philosopher, Emerson: 

"The difference between landscape and 
landscape is small, but there is great dif­
ference in the beholders."-(Reprinted by 
permission from "The Open Eye," a series of 
essays for senior boys and girls; Ramsay 
Ware Publishing Pty., Ltd.) 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

"Adventuring," South Australia. 
"Girl Guide Courier," Western Australia. 
"Le Trefle Rouge et Blanc," Switzerland. 
"The Girl Scout Leader," U.S.A. 
"The Trail Maker." U.S.A. 
"The Waratah," N.S.W. 

THROWING A LIFE-LINE. 

(From The Guider, March, 1941). 

Life-lines can be thrown in several ways. 
and all Guides should experiment to see 
which way suits them b est. 

There are a few pOints that should Ill' 
noted whatever method is used. 

1. Be sure to attach one end of the 1IC,,-

line to something on the shore so that it IS 

firmly anchored. If there is a convenient 
tree, post or fence. tie it to this. It may, 
however, sometimes be necessary to attach it 
to oneself. If you do this, you must be cer­
tain that you can very quickly r emove your­
self from the end just in case of the rope 
getting caught or the current proving too 
strong for y ou ; after all, it is better to have 
one corpse than two! If you tie it to your 
belt, be sure you can get out of it quickly­
one good way is to make a small loop 
through which you can put your left hand; 
h ave the loop large enough to slip out of 
quickly, but not so large that it comes 01'1' by 
itself. 

2. If a forehand method of throwing Is 
used, see that the left foot is in front (re­
verse if you are left-handed); if a backhand 
method, see that the right foot Is in front. 

3. Be sure not to get stucl( on you r feet; 
be ready to move and to use the whole 
body as well as the arms. 

4. Practise so tbut you do not need a great 
deal of space when throwing. If you were 
throwing from the bank of a river you might 
be surrounded by bushes. and would then be 
unable to use the over-arm method or the 
method when the life-line is swung in circles. 

5. Coiling the rope is a very important 
(Jart of the test, as the success of the throw 
very much depends on this. When you have 
nttached one end of the rope to your left 
hand, start to coil the rope on t o this hand: 
make the loops fairly large, and, when you 
have coiled about half ' the rope, put one 
finger up and then go on COiling over the 
others. You w ill find that without any fur­
ther fuss you can hold the first part of the 
coil in your left hand, and the othe r part in 
your right hand, with one strand of the rope 
only going from one coil to the othe r. It is 
important to start coiling from the fixed end. 
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as then any twists or kinks in the rope will 
be able to unwind themselves. 

6. To make any type of throw go as far as 
possible, the rope should leave the right 
hand at an angle exactly between vertical 
and horizontal. 

7. Having practised the throw, practise also 
the "pull-in." This should be steady hand­
over-hand pull, letting the rope fall to the 
ground just beside your yeet. Just as in the 
throw, do not keep your feet together: be 

prepared to move and have one foot in front 
of the other. Practise with a weight or per­
son at the end of the rope. Best of all, prac­
tise pulling someone through the water. 

:Uethods of Tlwowillg. 

(a) Having coiled the rope, hold the right 
hand slightly below shoulder level and behind 
the body, standing with left foot forward. 
To make the throw. swing the right arm 

straight through to a forward position where 
the hand is just above head level. Then let 
the left hand swing forward from the side 
wit.h the remainder of the rope, and at the 
same time let the right foot come forward. 

(b) Tbe right hand is held lower than in 
(a), and an ordinary under-arm throw is 
made by the right arm swinging forward 
and upward. followed as before by the left 
hand. There is a dange r of throwing the 
rope too high in this method. 

(c) Backhand throws seem to be easier 
for some people , and are made as follows:­
Coil the rope as before, stand with right foot 
forward, left hand by side, right hand slight­
ly forward. With a swing of the right hand, 
fling the rope, getting the weight on to the 
right foot, and then letting the rope go from 
the left hand. 

If you are, by any chance, anywhere near 
a flsherman or a saiolor, watch and see how 
he throws his ropes. He will probably use 
ine of these three method!!. 

OOMING OF AGE OF GUIDING IN 
VIaI'ORIA. 

Pioneers' Oelebration. 

Over 100 Pioneers of. Guiding in Victoria 
are meeting at a re-union on Saturday, June 
28, at the Union House, Melbourne University. 
About 90 are meeting at tea at 6 p.m. and 
more are coming later in time for the Com­
pany meeting at 7.30 p.m. All enrolled 
members of the Guide Movement before 
December, 1925, are Pioneers, and many old 
friends will be met in the Violet, Robin. 
Pansy, and Rose Patrols of long ago. 

Miss Moran is Captain for the evening. 
The Captain of 1st Skipton, Mrs. Yencken, 
and the Lieutenant of 1st Heidelberg, Mrs. 
Linton, will tell of the early days, round the 
camp fire, and the old songs will be sung. 
Snapshots and early pictures will be shown 
during the meeting, and perhaps a few games 
played. The recent events and development 
of Guiding throughout the world will be dis­
cussed in Patrols, perhaps suggestions anu. 
ideas for the future will be made-we hope 
so. For a milestone has been reached in 
Guiding in Victoria. She is 21 years old this 
year. A troubled year to reach her majority 
certainly, but wbat opportunities for her to 
grasp in her new womanhood, the very time 
to show her worth. And from this reunion 
of older Commissioners and Guiders of the 
early Companies and their younger Guides 
grown up will surely come some added 
strength and wisdom and purpose for th.~ 
future .- E. FAULKNER. 

FkZitor: rna Watson. 

BIRD 1<~LOOKS. 

Have you noticed on any of your winter 
walks the way in which the birds are "flock­
ing"? This is specially noticeable with mag­
pies and magpie-larks. 

Winter is the time when they are free 
from th e cares of nest building and family 
rearing, so that they have more time to be 
sociable. It is no uncommon sight to see 
eight or ten magpies sitting on the top of a 
dead tree, their carol ringing out cheerfully, 
one catching up the song as the previous one 
finishes. 

(This winter flocking of species which are 
more or less stationary is distinct from the 
gathering of swallows and other migrants 
preparatory to their flights away for the 
winter months.) 
that they belong. No blanket method of 
introducing girls will make each one happy. 
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At night, too, you will s ee th e birds flying 
in from the plains to the she lte r of the trees , 
and the r e must b e k een compe tition for th e 
wa rm est p e rches these winte r nights. 

Some varieties stay in small flocks for feed­
ing all the year round, e .g., the white -nape d. 
and brown-headed honey-eate rs, a nd th e 
site lias. 

I r e m e mber lying on the ground looking 
up into a tree in, I think, the B e ndigo dis­
tric t some years ago. It was spring tim e. 
and there were a numbe r of the little black­
cappe d site llas who had paired off and w e r e 
sitting happily togethe r on the branches. 
Further up in th e tree was a trio, consist­
ing of a h e n bird and two males , both of 
whom w e r e doing the ir best to pe rsuade the 
lady to m a ke up h e r mind. The three w e r c 
huddle d a s close ly toge the r as possible : on e 
of the males would suddenly fly off th e 
branch a nd force his way between th e othe r 
bird and the h e n , to whom h e would then 
pay exaggerated atte ntion. The g entleman , 
who h a d as a consequence been force d out 
of the picture . would e ithe r fly round to the 
othe r side of the la dy, or r e p eating th 0 
manoeuvre just d esc ribed leve r his rival out 
into the cold. W e had to leave b efore the 
matte r was finalised. 

Again, in the early autumn of last year 
at Frankston, a constant chatte ring calle d 
for investigation. It prove d to be the young­
ste rs of two. or pe rhaps more , fa milies of 
brown-headed hon ey-eat e rs. Th ey had left 
th e care of their pa rents, but we r e evidently 
gla d of company. Eight of the m w e r e pe rch­
e d ve ry closely togethe r on two small bran­
ches, five on one , three on the othe r. All 
w e re trying to preen themse lves , with th .' 
exception of one right on the end of the 
bough, who was dog g edly sleeping. 

Another vivid m emory is the flight of th " 
sharp-ta ile d sandpipe rs. 

Th e flock may numbe r a hundred-bu1 
their zig-zag flight with its sharp turns and 
whee ls is pe rfect in its precision . 

"If w inte r comes- - " 
From a ll th e signs w e can look for s pring 

early this y ear. Green coreas a nd apple 
be rry we r e w e ll in bloom in the b eginning 
of Jun e , a nd buds on othe r plants we r e w e ll 
a dvance d . 

Watch for-
"The bare trees are lik e empty win e 

glasses, waiting to be fill e d with t h e win e 
of spring." 

It is not too soon to suggest to your 
Guides that they watch how the outlines of 
the introduced trees thicken gradually. 

Make sure this year that your Guide:; 
watch for and know the flowers of th l~ 
trees , such as e lm, plane and oak, which 
are planted a long the streets. 

Did YOll Know? 
That many she ll fish, othe r than oysters, 

can grow p earls? Among the j e wels in the 
Queen's crown is a pink pearl, which was 
found in a fresh · wate r mussel in Scotland. 

Relieve It 0 .. Not. 

Sile nce falls a s the small strange r com.' !; 
towards th e l~airy Ring. Holding out h e r 
hand the little girl offe rs a pe nny. and mUI'­
murs, "Here's a penny, I want to be a 
Brownie." 

"I'm so sorry but the Pack is quite full 
up." 

More firmly comes the r e ply: 
" I'll give you tuppe nce." 

Transformation. 

W e all remember the interest with which 
we gazed at th e newly-acquired property at 
Brittania Creek and tried to visualise the full 
possibilities of it all. Committees were 
speedily arranged to d eal with eve ry side 
of the work and just as speedily set to work . 

At the first State conference following 
this, some Brownie Guid e rs brought a pro­
posal to mal< e th e small cottage their es­
pecial care and to raise money to improve 
it in eve ry possible way. A Committee was 
formed at once. It sent a n appeal to all 
P acks to e ndeavour to raise a pound by the 
e nd of th e year. It arranged jumble sales . 
picture night and conce rts. As a result of 
banI, bala nce at the end of the year r ea ched 
the hundred pounds. A large part of this 
w a s spent on urgent r epairs and paint. 
Slow ly but surely money wa s continued to b e 
colle cted and carefully spe nt. Speedily and 
sure ly th e working bees tackle the many 
jobs. Up to date a great d eal has been com­
pleted. Th e cottage . once dark, is now light. 
Shaky parts are now firm. n eatn ess and ord,!r 
p revai l. 

Th e Committee has furthe r plans in hand . 
so th a t b e fore long the cottage will be trans­
form ed like a nothe r Cinde r e lla, except that 
this tim e the ch a nge is p e rmane nt. Brownie 
Guid e rs eager to h e lp on the wori, n eed to 
r ead Matilda each month , and they will see 
a nnounce m e nts about th e activities for rais­
ing mone y, and the times of working bees 
a t th e cottage. 

- V.A.T . 

BROWNJES' BATHROOM BALLAD. 

A compe tition will be h e ld for all Brownies 
in Victoria. Brownies are asl{e d to make up 
a rhym e. with or without illustrations, d e ­
scribing a n ew bathroom at the Brownie 
Cottage . A prize will b e a warded for first 
and second. Sixpence p e r entry. 

Proceeds from this will go to furnishing­
th e bathroom. Packs may se nd more than 
one entry. Entries to be in by Saturday, 
August 16 , to Miss D . ,"e itch. 10 Durham 
Street, Heide lbe rg, N.22. 
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Our coloul' scheme for the bathroom \8 
as follows, white bath built in with new 
green bath-heater and shower screen, to,;el 
rails, hand-basin and bath mats, new pamt 
for walls. 

This is a splendid opportunity for Country 
Packs to L .A.H. 

The Sign Post 

Edit01': JIarjorie Nicholsoll. 

Peace, than richest and most beautiful of 
the happy gods, the enq' of all, wby dost 
thou loiter? -Euripides. 

REPRINTED FltO~I JNTERMEDIA'I'E PRO­
GR~mrn GUJDE FOR GmL SCOUT 

LEADERS. 

How to Handle 1 ndi\'lduaJ Dltl'et'e nces in a 
Group. 

It is not enough to know causes of differ­
ences and to be able t o recognise and judge 
them. The test for the leader comes in her 
ability to weave a ll these varying personali­
li es into a group and give each child a pro­
gramme that will help her develop into a 
happy. poised person. How can such ends 
be accomplished? Unfortunately, there is no 
magic formula. General means to an end 
may b e suggested, but each leade r must work 
out her own problems. 

As a point of departure the leader gets 
acquainted with each of her gir ls. She plans 
time for those casual yet important conver­
sations before and after meetings. So much 
is learned in this way of a young girl's hopes. 
joys, a nd sorrows. The girls may also b.' 
obse rve d in the streets, on the school play­
ground . Which are leaders ? Which get 
a long well with their friends? What are 
their chief delights in play when left to their 
own devices? Helpful suggestions a lso come 
from parents. 

Some leaders find it helpful to keep re­
cords. A file is started, and kept confide n ­
tial, of course. Whenever any behaviour or 
ability of the girl seems outstanding, it is 
jotted down and fl ied. Perusing these re-

cords a few weeks hence, the leader will di:;­
cover which girls she is aware of and which 
are completely escaping her attention. 

In ways such as these the leader learns 
as much as she can about her gi rls. Next, 
she examines herself and her r e lationship 
with the girls. Which girl does she like best 
a nd which least? Why does she feel that 
way? Is she maintaining a warm, friendly 
attitude toward a ll her girls without becom­
ing too personal? 

The leader next examines the programme 
planned for her Girl Scouts. Perhaps the 
interpretation put on it has been too nar­
row. If badges are interpreted as hobby 
interests, they may become real fun. Hikes. 
entertainm ents for younger ch ildren. com­
munity service plans, can be so organised 
that each gi rl , with her special talents, may 
find a vital place in the activity. If Patrols 
a r e truly emphaSised as small, democratic 
groups for planning, the girl's own wishes 
for fun will be better expressed. The girls 
who actually plan their programmes and do 
things of vital interest to themselves do not 
get into mischief or become bored. They 
are too busy doing something positive. 

Perhaps, in the past, too li ttle time has 
been spent on free, inform a l discussion in the 
group as a whole. The courtesy a nd be­
haviour of the leader in such a discussion 
set a good example for the girls. When the 
leader questions the wisdom of proposals 
made she is really helping her g irls think 
wisely and conside r consequences. When she 
asks them if they can afford a certain ex­
pense she is helping them get a better con­
('eption of thrift and money values. As com­
munity needs a r e discussed the leader points 
out opportunities for service and problems 
of their own town. 

Through all the above steps. the leader 
learns more about the characteristics of girls 
and how to manage h e r particular group. 
She learns what are nortnal in terests and 
what are normal outbursts of behaviour. 
The leader, by thoughtfully observing girls, 
actually grows in wisdom and tacl< les her 
job of leadership with more intelligence. 
Meanwhile the g irls have more fun, and the 
leader as well, for she has the satisfaction of 
knowing she is "getting somewhere" with 
them. 

This general approach to the problems o f 
group leadership may not necessarily get at 
the cause of every annoyance. It may be 
necessary to break up cliques by a diplomatic 
changing o f Patrol members. It may be 
necessary to make sure that activities are 
planned on the basis of interests. If the age 
range is too wide, transfers to other Troops 
may be suggested. 

Sometimes, when there is trouble afoo t. 
it is necessary to find the ringleader, dis­
cove r what satisfaction she gets in leading 
her group in the wrong direction , and then 
try to give her the satisfactions of leadership 
that is for the interest of Troop unity. 

New members in Girl Scout Troops should 
be introduced as individuals and made to feel 
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This ie particularly true of the Brownie en­
tering a Girl Scout Troop. If her new Patrol 
leader visits the Pack and knows the talents 
of the Scout-to-eb. the ten-year-old will not 
feel so lost. 

A trouble-making girl should be dealt with 
privately. She needs to be approached in a 
positive, helpful way rather than in an ac­
cusatory manner. This singling out must b(> 
accomplished without the awareness of others 
in the group. Get her opinion about thll 
difficulty. Try to understand why she be­
haved as she did. 

Generally speaking, the leader plans never 
to be "shocked" by any manifestation in the 
group. She may be surprised at a lack of 
good judgment, but n ever outwardly disturb­
ed. If a difficulty is due to a need for in­
formation, she gives such information. If a 
difficulty r e lates to unpleasant surroundings 
for the m eeting and to the lack of equipment, 
the Troop committee may be approached for 
a solution of the problem. As a ge n e ral 
rule, it is better to suggest and to raise a 
question rather than to dictate to the girls. 
"What do you think?" or, "If I were you, I 
believe I should do such and such-" sug­
gest a frie ndly attitude. Girls are most r e­
sponsive to such approaches. They measure 
up to kindliness and fair play. 

Girls, then, will be girls and behave as the 
result of past experiences and present oppor­
tunities. Seen as an individual in a Troop, 
each girl can be given opportunities that wil! 
help h e r reach a high level of accomplish­
ment. With such an aim, the leader r eceives 
a k een er sense of saaisfaction in work ac­
complished. The community, seeing indivi­
dual girls deve lop unde l' the guidance of 
Girl Scouting, becomes aware of. the vast pos­
sibilities for good in such a recreational 
movement. Important as these immediate 
values are, the remote values are perhaps 
just as great; fOl' as a r esult of careful in­
dividual guidance one sees emerging a de ­
s ire to live up to on e 's highest possibilities. 

RANGER DINNER. 

One of the most popular fixtures during 
the past two years has b een the Range r 
dinner. The evenings have been so happy 
and enjoyable that Range rs asl<ed for a din­
ner to be held again this year. 

Will you come along at 6.15 p.m. on Satur­
day. July 26. to the United Services Cafe, on 
the Block, 98 Elizabeth Street? 

Dinner will be 2/6 per h ead and will be 
followed by a jolly programme, including a 
camp fire and sing-song-so come prepared 
to sing h eartily after you have din ed! 

Applications, accompanied by a deposit of 
1/- per head, must r each m e by Thursday, 
July 17.-BERYL McNEE, Convener, 481 
George St., Fitzroy, N .6. 

HELP FOR POST GUIDERS. 
When a Post Ranger is visiting Melbourne, 

her Captain is always keen for her to attend 
an active Company meeting. If we can ob-

tain a liet of Company meeting nIghts and 
situations af meeting halls it will help Post 
Guiders to put their Rangers into touch with 
the Compa ny nearest to wher e she is stay­
ing. 

Will Company Secretaries please se nd this 
information to the Recretary, Ranger Com­
m ittee. Peggy Edmondson, 18 Griffiths St., 
Cau lfie ld , S.E.R. 

--------

Editor: Sydney Foot. 

NEWS FRO)I ABROAD. 

All members of the Extension Branch, as 
well as h e r many friends in the Guide Move­
ment, will be inte r ested to h e r something of 
Miss Campbell, who is at present "in the 
Middle East." 

After an interesting time "up the line" 
where her knowl edge of knots and camping 
stood her in good stead in e recting clothes­
lin es and improvising a massage room, she 
is now tack again in Palestine. She says 
of it: 

"Palestine is a lovely country and every 
village and every street almost has a biblical 
nam e or reference. I have been · to Bethle­
hem and Nazareth and J e richo, and had a 
swim in the Dead Sea and lunch by the Sea 
of Galilee unde r some shady trees, sitting on 
an old bit of black marble which had onGe 
been a bit of the Synagogue of Capernaum 
where Christ taught-do you remem ber the 
prophecy that one stone would not be le ft 
on another? 

"Galilee is th e most beautiful place in the 
world-the calm still waters of the lake sur­
rounded by silent hills, with the Lebanons 
topped with snow behind-and Nazareth is 
very love ly, too, on a high hill with a wide 
view away across plains, Esdralon and Jez­
reel. 

"Mine is a very comfortable tent, and. my 
word, the times I have bee n glad I am a 
Guide are just without numbe r. Scouts in 
Alexandria and a Guider in Ismailia and 
Scouts in Gaza and Jerusalem have all be­
friended me." 

News fl'om Guide \Veek. 

3rd Post Rangers collected 15 / - in Guide 
Week, which they sent along to the Berry 

. Street Foundling Home for groceries. Som ... 
of the Rangers also knitted singlets, bonnets. 
and socks. 
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Other membe l's of th is Company are busy 
\\"orki ng fOI' proficiency badges-two are be­
ing tested for k nitter's badge, and one is 
wod, ing for h e r health badge. 

Old Guide Ch'Cle (1:'osts). 
An Old Gu id e C irclf> has be('n started, 

prin c ipally for Post Rangers. and Miss Nettie 
Senter, who has been a Posl Guide and a 
Post Ranger and who now belongs to 3rd 
Me lbourn e Ranger Company, has become th" 
Leader of the Circle. Nettie is well knQ\nl 
to Exte nsion and active Rangers, being the 
possessor. among other badgps. of her Ran­
ger Star, A ll Round Co rd ;;. and Pioneer's 
Badge. 

Any Guiders I(nowing' of Post Rangers who 
would care to join the Ci rcll' are asked to 
\I>r ite e ith e r to the Commissioner for Exten­
sion 01' to M iss N. Senter. 142 Donald St .. 
N .lO. 

.Joke. 
A postcard r ece ived by a Guider from one 

of her evacuated Guides. "My new Captain 
is just lil, e you. only pretty. Let me know, 
p lease. when you get bombed." 

Thl' Lones gathering fOI' which \I'e ha\'e 
been working for thf> last t\\'o months was 
held at Guide House during the King's 
birthday week-end. .In fact, as I write, we 
have just returned from it. I hopp I am not 
looking through rose-colourpd g'lasses \I'hen I 
say it was a n unqualified success. 

Evel'ything went so well; thcI'e were no 
hitches anywhere. The staff was very help­
fu l, the g irls \\'i1ling and eager. No one 
missed the trains either going or rpturning. 
Even the programme was docile and did not 
need alterat ion at the last moment. The 
weather, could not have been more glorious. 
Everyone seemed to enjoy it: 1 know 1 did. 

There were l!I of us- not cou ntin g Pop­
eye the Peke. who. though thc smallest. was 
certainly the most important, in amusement 
valu e. anyway. His ability to get directly 
under a nyon e's feel at any given l1'loment 
was amazing. He escaped annih ilation se­
veral times. There were seven Guides, f our 
Hangers. four Guiders, the '.rrainer-Miss 
Nicholson-Q.M. Secretar)', and myself. Th.· 
Districts they came from were Gowanford, 
Bellbrae, Stanhope, Monomeith. C layton 
South. Milltown, Wandin, Harcourt and An­
g lesea. 

They a ll ar rived in uniform, for which we 
have to thank the Lones L.A., who had 
undertaken to provide one for each girl at­
tending. Measurements had bepn sent of the 
sizes required, and to 'show how carefully 
th ey had been studied each girl looked as 
if he r uniform migh 1 really have been h e rs. 
It was inte resting that onc, covered with im­
pOSing looking badges, was WOrn by a girl 
who showed so much initiative that it might 
easily be 1aken as an indication of her fu­
ture achievements. 

There w e re several practical tests passed. 
This is tre m e ndously valuable to Lones who 
so often have to wai t months before getting 
the opportunity in the ordinary course of 
e vents. Three were passed in all sections of 
the T e nderfoot. three in bedmal,ing. one in 
fire -lig hti ng, snakebite. and in portions or 
lirst a id and },nots. 

Sunday was spent around the Guide pro­
perty. \Vhile Miss Nicholson tool, the 
Guides and RangerS for a treasure hunt, the 
Guiders held a con fe r ence session. when all 
sorts of J,:nott~' quesdons \I'ere discussed and 
many usdul suggestions and id eas gleaned 
which shou ld help us a ll. One of tht' Rall­
g~rs undertool, to ('001, the mid-day Illt'al a~ 

part of her Cool.;:'s Badge. so Q.l\I . was out 
of a job for the time being. and rl'gretted 
that shl' han not brought her knitting! 

The highlight of Monday was an en l'ol­
ment, fo llo wing an all-day hil, e . This \VIW 

a special thrill for me because it was the 
first e nrolm ent I have tak en s in ce joining 
the LotH'S. Jt was a perf.'ct sL'tting. j\lis:l 
Nicholson and Miss Fowler ('onstructed a flag 
pole from an old tt'nt pole found on th,' 
site. and \I'e hoisted the Colour which \I'l' 
had brought with us. 'V L' pra('tised hors ... -
shoe formation a coup le of times, as it was 
new to practically everyone, then the thl't·., 
l'ecl'uits wel'e brought up by their Ll'ader .. 
Tlw scene could not have been more in 
keeping (or Lones. The sun shonp on til" 
clea ring where we stood; a knot of young 
\I"attle trees stood behind us. around us were 
the hill s and above us the s l,y. In the 
distance was the sound of running water. 

Directly after the enrolm e nt we had to 
retu rn home. as \\'e \I'ere due to Il'avc til(' 
Guide House at 4.4u. Herp we found Q.:\f. 
had prepared an enormous pile of sand wiches 
and scones fOt' the train journey. and regaleu 
liS with a last hot cup or cocoa before wt' 
left by the bus. 

Our g l'atet'u J thanks are due to the L.L.A. , 
who besides producing L1ni rorms for those 
I\'ho neded them. a lHo provided hospitality 
fo r the gir ls who had no fl'iends Or relation~ 

with whom to stay tile nights IwfOrt' and 
a I' tel' camp. Besid es these art'angemen Is, 
without which it may have been impossibk 
for some of the girls to have come at all, 
thc L. L.A. assis ted financially where asked 
towal'ds indh'idual expenses. Their co -opera­
tion in any way that was possib le was the 
main factor in the success of the gathering. 
:\ly Guiders have asked me to express their 
appreciation and thanks for their help. 

The next meeting of the L.L.A. to be held 
a.t Headquarters on Tuesday. July 8, at 2 p.m. 
will be thp annual one, and I would like to 
remind those Commissioners who have not 
a lready appointed a member from their o\\'n 
L .A.'s to repr"st'nt their Distl'ict on our L.A. 
that this is the opportunii~' to do so . Metro­
politan members a r e itlvited to be the Execu­
th'e and atte nd the by-monthly meeting·s. and 
all members will I'eceive the minutes. so a~ 
to keep in touch with OUt· acti\'ities. \Ve 
hope 1'01' a good attendance 011 July ' . 

-;-:'\I.n.F. 
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Camping and Training 
l~ditor: Bla.tlle llI01"aIl. 

\\T,"rER 'PRF,PARA'l'IOXS FOR 
CAUP. 

Now is thp time for systematic overha1il 
of the Company or District camping kit. 
Take one section each month-tents. kitchen­
ware. screening. tools. poles, pegs. etc.-anrl 
go ovel' it thoroughly. Cast out a ll that is 
worn out. so as to avoid that awfu l accumu­
lation of old useless gear. Give you Idtchen 
tins and jar tops a coat of lacquer. Check 
o\'er t he gU)'S and brailings and splice on 
new ones where necpssar)'. The tents shoulrl 
have been repaired after the last camp. bllt 
in case they wert' not go oyer them now with 
an eagle eye. and patch and mend any weak 
soots. If the screening looks a bit jaded, 
~ive it a dip in the dyt'. ('hecl, the poles 
and givt' them a fresh coat of paint. Count 
the Pt'gs and put the right number fOI' a 
tent and fly in each bag. aft~r sharpening 
the points. Label evt'rything clearly. Do a 
little evel'y week at Company meetings. 
The Guides enjoy looking after their own 
kit: they gain much satisfaction from being 
responsible for it and keeping it in good 
flrder: it adds greatly to the joy and appre­
ciation of camp itself, if you love and cherish 
H.nd rt'gard it as almost p ersonal property, 
each hom e-made. homt'-splict'd, home-painted 
piece of camp gear. 

GO.,D CORD 'rEs'r. 

The Victorian Executive Committee dt'cideu 
recent l)' to adopt for this State a by-law in 
('onnt'ction with Gold Cord tests. simi lar to 
that used in Scotland. 'l'hpl'e is an articl.' 
on this in The Guider, September, 1 HO. page 
238. "On the Gold Standard." Wht'n a Gold 
('ord applicati on is received. instt'ad of thp 
('andidate being sent a written paper. a prac­
tical t est will be arranged. 

"On receipt of thest' pal·ticulal's a practic:;1 
tpst will be ar r anged by a Diploma'd Guider, 
The purpose of this test is to ensure tllat the 
candidate has not only got a thorough undel'­
slanding of the aims and ideals of the Moyp­
ment, but that the badges have been obtained 
on a high standard, and that the candidate 
has ~llaintained hpr interest in the work, and 
is endeavouring to put her knowledge to 
practical use .. .. " 

"Thest' tests ar'" rather Iil<e a First C lass 
one of the more exciting variety, and th " 
Guide concel'ned is expected to be able to Jo 
anything from the TenderfOOt. Second and 
First Class tests. and an~' of the work cO\'t'rt'd 
by her badges, ... " 

W e can find out "whether she can reall~' 

do the things for which silt' has a badge. 
and can slot 0 \\' adaptability and initiativ(' 
when working with strange materials in 
strange surroundings. And-most important 
-does she seem to use the Guide Law in this 
,,'as, too?" 

Please read P.O,R., rule 54, and the article 
i n Th e Guider. 

July, 1941. 

'rR,\I~I!\"G COURSES. 

Guidel'''' 'rl'aining ,,-pek-Plld. 

1f applicafions warrant it. a Guiders' Train­
ing 'Veek-end will be held at the Guide 
House from Friday. August 29. to Sunday. 
August 31 inclusive. The fee will depend 
on the number attending, and will be be­
tween 7 / 6 and 10 / -. plus fares. Applica­
tions. accompanied by deposit of 3/- and 5/9 
rail fare if desired. should reach Miss Mac­
artney at the Guide Office by August 8. De­
posit will not be refunded if withdra\yal is 
made later than August 22. 

" 'oodCl'aft " 'pek, 

This camp for Guiders will give training 
in all branches of Woodcraft-hiking. Scout­
ing games. etc, 

Oates: August 30 to September 6. 
Under canvas. Fee between 22/6 and 30/-. 

depending on number attending, Fare from 
Melbourne. including bus. 7/-. Applications. 
accompani ed by depoRit of 5/-. plus 5/9 for 
rail ticket (if required) should reach Mis~ 

Macartney at the Guide Office, by August 1. 
Deposit will not be r efunded if withdrawn! 
is made later than August 15. 

('amp 1<"'il'St Alcl 'J'<'St. 

The syllabus is being posted to all thosfJ 
who sent in tht'ir names. 

('a "'llel'S' I,ieen('('. 
Miss B. Jackson. Captain. fith Ballarat. ha ~ 

passed the tests for Camper's Licence. 

Ollell " 'eek-elld ... 

July 18-20: August 1-3. 15-17: Septembf'r 
19-21: October 3-5. 17-19 ; November 7-9. 
21-23. 

G1TlDF, SHOP. 

:\ratclial. 

For those who " -i,,h to haye a b etter oyel' ­
all material than thp standard one supplied 
at Guide Headquarters. we have been able 
to procure from Guide Headquarters. Lon­
don. a small supnly of "Duro-fabric" which 
is a guaranteed dye, and of a finer Quality 
-the price being 3/6 per yard, plus post­
age. 

We have a lso imported a woollen "ViyeJ'::t 
fabric" that ('an be used for the winter 
months. It is light-weight. but much warm{,r 
than cotton: this is 8/- a yard. plus postage. 
'l'he width in both these materials is 36in. 
This supply is necessarily I, .. nited. 

Guide Blue Pullo\"el'S. 

There are a limited number of Guide bl " " 
pullovers in small sizes in stock. These aT" 
being offered at a special price of 9/11, 
which is remarkably good value for these 
times. 
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CAMOUFLAGE NETS 

FOR THE DEFENCE DEPAR~mNT 

Classes have been held twice a week recently , at Girl Guide 
Headquart er s , Me l bourne , from 5 p . m. to 0 p .m. 73 Guiders , Rangers , 
Old Guides and Local Association members have had instruction and many 
are competent net t er s 2 some having been passed as instructors . 

In fut ure , evening instruction w~ ll be given on Monday and 
Thursday evenings from 5 p .m. to 9 p .m. beginning on 14th July . 

. . 
A special afternoon class will be held on Wednesday after­

noons f r om 2 p .m. to 5 p .m. beginning on 16th July . It is thought 
that Commissioners and membe+s of Loca+ Associations might find this 
time more convenient than in the evening . It is not necessary to 
attend the whole time , but just to come in for an hour or so as 
convenient . 

At her first lesson the new netter learns how to "cast on" 
and make a net with string . The~, ' at home , she makes a practice 
net which must conform to a certain standard . If this pass es the 
t est she goes on to "real" netting at h er second l esson, and after 
some experience may be appointed an i nstructor . 

It is expected that in some Districts, Commissioners will 
form netting groups , when Local Association members , Guiders , Rangers, 
and older Guides may al l take part . 

M. R.Fairbairn . 



July, 1941. MATILDA 15 

:EXECUTIVE CO~nllT'.l':E:E. 

Minutes of meetings of the EXf'cuti\"e Com­
mittee of the Girl Guides' Association, Yic­
toria, held the Guidc Office on 1\lay 21 and 
June 5:-

~IAY 21. 
Present.-Lady Chau\"e l. 1\lrs. Faulkner, 

Mrs. Blac](\\·ood. fill's. Bakewell. Mrs. Ed­
mondson, Mrs. Pearson. 1\lrs. Robinson, MI·s. 
Tate. M.isses Butt, l'l[oran, Russell and the 
Secretary. 
Agl'eed. 

That a ne\\' duplicator should be Plll'­
chased. 

That the appointment of 1\Tiss DaintlT Gil­
l ett as Camp Adviser be' apPI·o\'ed. 

That ,,'f' should adopt the Scottish b~'-Iaw 

relating to the Gold Cord Test. 
That the Association Rhould continue as a 

member of the National T1H'atre Movement. 
Reported. 

That 2000 yards of o\"('rall matpl'ial had 
arrived from England. 

That a meeting had bt't'n lH'ld to con ­
sider the possibility of tesling fol' the Little 
House Badge at the Guide House and that 
suggestions for training and tl'sting \\'l' re be­
ing printed in "Matilda." 

That work on the Caretaker'S Cottage had 
been delayed, as timber had bl'l' n comman­
edrecd by the Government; that Guiders and 
Rangers had painted the Guide House. 

That a telegram of good wishes on the 
twenty-first birthday of Yietorian Guiding 
had been received from the Guide Association 
of \V l'stern 1\ ustl'alia. 

That the .. Pionl'ers' Pat'l~'" would be held 

on June 2 at the union House, University 
of Melbourne. 

That Miss Lummis was willing to take 
charge of a rranging the roster of helpers fOl' 
the "Ware" Kindergarten Holiday Home. 

That ] 3 applicat ions had been received to 
date fOr the A.R.P. C l ass. 
.llT~E 25. 

P,'esent.-Lady Ch auvel. :Mrs. Faulkner, 
Mrs. Blair. 1\[rs. Edmondson, Mrs. Fairbairn, 
1\[rs. Robinson. Mrs. Tatf', Misses Butt. Came­
ron, Drury. 1\1oran, Purnf'll. Ross, Russell, 
and Swinburne. 
A~I'eed. 

That a resume of Guide Week activities 
should be published in "Matilda." 

That then> should be a gl'oup for Camou­
flage Netting at Headc[uarters for members 
of thp . Guide Association; that Lady Chauvel , 
1\rrs. :vI. R. Fairbairn, Misses Andrews, MOI'an 
and Ross shou ld he aslH>d to be members 
of a sub-C'ommitt ('e t·o arrnng!' details, 

That a Than],s Badge should be grant('d 
10 MI's. Kirkham. vVannambool. 

That Miss Ross shou ld represent Lad" 
Chauvel at th e Rotan' Clu b luncheon during 
Youth 'Verk. 

That we should suggf'st that Australian 
songs Sf'nt to the Impt'rial Commissioner for 
Training shOU ld bp s(>nt thl'ough the Federal 
R('crf'tary. 
BepOI'ted. 

Tha.t the l'Oot' of the Guide House was 
bping painted. 

That some m('mbr,'s of the Jst Skipton 
Compa.ny. which had I'(>c('nt l>' ce l ebrated its 
twenty-first birthday, would attend the 
Pion('ers' Party on .JunE' 28. 

That 54.430 gal'ments had been packed for 

Printed by the HII.TON PRESS LTD., 223·27 Moray Street, South Melbourne, S.C.ii. 
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SHELTER 
It is easy enough to take 

cover when it rains-if you 
happen to be near cover. 

The best "cover" from life's 
rainy days is a bank account. 
BE INDEPENDENT! Build 
yours up in the-

STATE 

SAVINGS BANK 
OF VICTORIA 

221 BRANCHES -- 387 AGENCIES 

Head Office, Elizabeth Street, Melb. 

N. R. WILLIAMS, General Manager. 

YOUR CREDIT 
IS GOOD-

USE IT AT 

I I I I 
u?/,~~/~, 
-VJ1l1P'~ Ltd. 

the Guide 'IV at' Appeal, 46.295 being for chil­
d l'en and 8,135 for seaJnen. 

That owing' to the small number o f ap­
plicants, the A.R.P. elmls wou ld not be held 
at Headquarters. but thc applicants would 
join a class at 8hf'1I House. 

That as it did not seem possible to hold 
the Federal ('ounei! meoting thiR )Tear, Statl's 
had been asl'('d to send any suggestions 01' 

I'Cflupsts by po~l. 

Houline and linane-jal husiness ,I'as tran:4-
ae-ted, 

-i\I. I~. m::8H. 

WAHRAXTS AND RJ<:GISTRA'l'IO.:"lS. 

Dishie! Commj""ionel',-NhiII: ::'If,'s, K G. 
J)nhlc'nburg, 

Dh i",10(ll S('C'l'etm·:;.-TIanyon iJivision: i\fiss 
:'II. B. Fn'ernan, l!I Laurol Bank pde.. ~e\\'­
tOll'n, Geelong·. Distl'kt Scc·l'etul'y.-Geelong 
Distric't I: ]\frs, 1\1. J. Bil'dsl'r. Hi'OW1I Owl.­
I:;t l\T oe Pad,: ::\liss E. L, Saxton. C'apta.in.­
[;;1 I)imboola: Mi.,·s L. Feeh,Wl'; 2nd Heidel­
bpJ'g (Austin Hospital). Miss L Low; 1st 
Puk(']lham, Miss J. ]l.fcAfoe: Brd Sandl'ing­
ham. ::\[jss D. Latham. l,ientenant.-lst 
T'al(,'nl1am. :'Ifiss A. lIIcAff'l'; l!'lt Sandring­
ham. ;YLiss D, 1\1 etC' IL ('om lla nies.-l st Pli Jl­

del'S. I st Rosebud. 
C'IlDeellatiO!H-;. 

Disil'iet S~"'J·l'taJ·y.-Geelong. ;\Tiss ;\I. B. 
li"),l'P111un. 

* FURNITURE * CARPETS 

* LINOLEUM * RADIO 

* PLAYERS * PIANOS 

* SPORTS GOODS 

TRADE IN -.---: 
Your old furniture, player piano or radio 
will be accepted at its full present day 
value as part payment on any new 
requirements. Trade in and save at 
Christies. 

g~~~d. 'IA~
JrA~y. 

~96 ELIZABETH STREET 
Central 4526. 

214-218 BOURKE STREET 
Central 8022 (3 lines) 
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